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ENFRODUCTEGN,

ir is always desirable to possess avthentic annals.  The pe-
culiar watare of American history, whick commencesin an
enlightened age, renders that which is so desirable, in owr case,
practicable, and, with a view that posterity may know the
teading facts conneeted with the origin and settlement of the
village of Cooperstown, and that even the present generation
may he set right in some important particwlars, concerning
whiclh erroneous notions now prevail, as well as possess a con-
venicat book of reference, the following little work has been
written.

This book has been compiled with care, by consulting au-
sially

thentic publick rocords, private documents, more esp
those in pozsession of the Cooper family, and living witnesaes,
whose mewmories and representatians wight be confidedin. It
iz hoped no error has been admitted inte its pages, and itis be-
licved no ¢ssential mistake can Le poimed.out. Where the
compilgrs kave not found goad reasons to credit their evidence,
ihey have procecded with cantion, and nade their stateinents
with due reserve. ’

A work of this character cannot have a very extensive inter-
est, but it is thought it will Lave some with a county iu which
its subject composes the seat of justice ; awrl by these whose
fathers were active in convernng the wilderness around abuut

w5, into its peesent picture of comfut and civilization, wo

records of thiz nature can be regarded with indifierence.







INTEODLCTION. 4

The love of particutar places, such as the spots in which we
were born, or have passed our lives, contributes to sustain all the
2ffections, and to remder us better citizens and better men.
Thislove is serengthened and increased by familiarity with
events, and as thine throws its interest around the puat, reverence
and recollections add their influence to that of the natural ties,
WWith a view to aid theze zentiments, also, have our littke lnhors
been condueted. I these who come after the compilers of the

! shonld do as much iu their gen-

“ Chrouicles of Cooperstown,’
eration, they who iohabit the place u century hence, will, be-
youd question, be ready to ackowledge that in cne essential
duty they were not forgotten by their predecessors,

In the early annals of this place there was a dizposition, as in
all new countries, to exaggerate s growth, and various printed
notices exist, by whichits origin is stated to be several years
oo recent,. Theze crrors, as well as several connceted with
deaths &c., that exist evenin the clureh registers, and other
offictal documents, have been carefully corrected in this book,
In this respeet, itis thought no mere authentick accounts of
the several subjeets can be tound.
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THE CIIERONICLYES OF COSPERSTOWN.
=21}
CHAPTELR 1.

T'me site of the present village of Cooperstown, is
gaid to have been a favorite place of resort with the
adjacent savaze tribes, from a remote peried. Thetra-
dition which has handed down thiz circumstanec, is
rendered probable by the known abundance of the fish
and gome in its vicintty. The word * Otsego,™ is
thought to be a compound which conveys the ideaola
spat at which mectings of the Indians were held,
There i & small, rock near the outlet of the Lake,
ealled the * Otsepo Rock,” at which precise point
the savages, according to an carly tradition of the
country, were aceustoured te give each: other the ren-
deavous. '

In confirmation of these traditions, arrow leads,
stotie batchets, and other memorials of Indian uzages,
werce found in great abundance by the first settlers, in
the vicinuy of the village.

It 15 probable that ihe place was more or less fre-
guented by Indinn traders, for a contury previously
to the commenavinent of the revular setiloment of the

township ; but the carliest auvthentic aceonnt that exe-
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6 CHROXICLES OF

ists of un attempt, by any civilized man, to establish
iimsell at tlis point, refers to a much more recent
periot,  On the 22d day of April 1761, letters patent
were gramed 1o John Christopher Ilartwick and
others, {or o considerable tract of land in this vicinity 3
and Mr Hartwick, being under the impression that
his grants extended to the shore of the lake, caused a
cleaving 1o be commenced not far from its ondern
Becomiug satizfied that he had passed the boundaries
of his estate, this gentleman soon rebivquished Lis
possession, aild altogetlier abandoned the gpot, This
abertive attemyt at settlement, took place about ten
years before the commencement of the American war,

Tt appenrs by docwents in possession of the Cooper
family, thut Col. George Croghan, who was connected
with the Indian department pnder the crown, ob-
tained a eonverance from the Indmns of 100,604
acres of land, Iying north and adjacenttn the before
mentioned grant 1o Mr. Hartwick, and on the west
side of the Susquebannnh river, and of the Owsego
Lale, a3 earfy as the vear 1768, On the 1ihof De-
cember of the saine year, Col. Croghan gave 2 moit-
gacewder the fndinu deed, 10 William Frankling Bsq.
governor of the colony of New Jersey, tu zcenve the
praynotent of L3080 which woney, us appuears by the
same docuwments, was obtained by Governur Franklin
of coriain persons in New Jersey, i the hebialf of Cad,

Crogliml, with o view to enable the latter o procure
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COOPERSTOWN. 7

the regular title to the smnc‘ lands, from the erown.
This ohjeet was not effected until the 30th of Novem-
ber 1760, when letters patent were issued by the
colontal government, granting the samc tract to
Gearge Croghan and ninety nine other persons ; there
cxisting an order to prevenl grants of maore thana
thousand acres at a time to single individnals,

On the 2d day of December, 1769, the ninety nine
other persons named as grantecs in the patent, con-
veyed in three separate instruments their rights to
George Croghan, in fee stmple. These three con-
veyanecs, with the patent, =till exist among the
Conpcl‘ pajiers, and nre nnruestionably the first leg:tl
instrments conveying reat estate in the towuship of

Otsego,
On the J0th day of Mareh, 1770, Georpe Croghan

gave & 1orlzage on that portion of the Owsego Patent,
as the aforesaid grant was thew ealled, which has
since heen ealled Cooper’s Pateut, for the farther sceu-
rity of the payrent of the said suw of L3060 Loth
of whicli mortgages, with the accompanying bond,
were regularly assigned to the persons already men-
tioned, us sceurity for their advances.  On the 23]
day of Marcl, 1773, judgment wos obtained agpuinst
Gieorge Crozhan, in the Suprome Court of the colony
of New York, upon the albresaid hond.

Al the seeurities above mentinned, hecime vested

i Willium Ceoper and Audrew Craig, of the aity of







& CHRONICLES OF

Rurlington, in the state of New Jersey, by various
decds of assigniment, now in possession of the de-
seendants of the former, as carly as May, 1733,

Mr. Cooper first visited lale Otsego in the Autunn
of 1785, Ife was aceompanied by = party of sur-
veyors, his ebject being to ascertain the precizg boun-
darics of 1he land eovered by his morigage and judrz-
ment.

This party arrived by the way of Cherry Valley and
Middleficld, and first obtained a view of the iake
from that mountnin which has sincc been ealled the
t Vision,” in conszequence of the beauty of the view
it then afforded.  Judze Cooper has heen often heard
to say, that, on thnt occasion, he was compelled to
elimb a sapling, in order to obtain this view, and while
in the tree, he saw a deer descend to the [nke and
drink of its waters, near the Otsero Rock,  In Janu-
ary 1736, Mr. Cooper took possession of the property
that has sinee been kinown as Cooper's Patent, vuder
a deed miven by the sheriff of Momtpomery county.

Foonght to be mentioned, that in 1724, Wazhing-
ton thewn on a journey of ohservation, with a view to
explore the fueifities for an inland eonnnunication by
witer, visited the foot of Lake Otsego. We give the
letter i which he speaks of this journey, entire, in the
hope that the opiuions of this great man nuy drasy
public atcntion wore closely to the =ul:_|t.ct of im-

proving our uatural advontuges.
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COOPERSTOWN. 9

Princelon, Octeber 12, 1783.

My pear Cnevararw*-—T have not had the honor
of a letter from you siince the 4th of March last; but
I will ascribe my disappnintinent to any cause sooner
than to a decuy of your friecndship. o

ITaving the appearances, and indeed the enjoyment
of peace, without the final deelaration of it, I, who am
only waiting for the ecremonials, or till the Dritich
forees shall Liave taken their leave of New York, am
held in an awkward and disagreeable situation, being
anxiously desirous te quit the watks of public life, and
under my own vine and my own fig-tree, to seck those
enjoyments, and that relaxation, which a mind that
has been constantly upon the streteh for mnore than
eirht years, stands so rouch in want of.

I have fixed this epocle to the arrival of the defini-
tive treaty, or tothe evacuation of my country, by our
newly-acquired friends 5 in the meanwhile, at the re-
quest of Congress, I spend iy time with them at this
place, where they came in eonsequence of the riota at
Philadelphia, of which, doubtless you have been in-
formned, for itis not a very recent transaction.

hey have lately determined to fix the permanent
residenee of Congress, near the falls of Delnware 5 but
where they will hold their sossions, 1l they can be
properly extablished at that place, is yet undecided.

* The Marquis de Chastellux.
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I have lately made a tour through the Lakes Goorge
and Champlain as for a5 Crown Point—then return-
ing to Schenectady, } procecded up the Mohawk
river to Yort Schuyler, (formerly Fort Stanwix,)
crossed over Wood creck, which emptics ijute the

. . .
Oneida liake, and affords the water cotmnunication

with Lake Ontario; T then traversed the country to
the head of the castern branch of the Susqueliznnals,
and viewed the LakcOtscgo, and the portuge between
that lake aud the Mohawk river at Canajoharic.
Prompted by these actual obervations, 1 could not
help taking a more contemplative and extensive view
of the vast inland navigation of these United States,
from maps, avd the iuformation of others, and conld
not but be struck with the immense dillusion and hw-
portanee of it, and with the goodness of that Provi-
dence whicl: has dealt hier fuvours 1o us with so pro-
fuse o hand.  Would to God we may have wisdom
enough to make a good use of thert. 1 shall not rest
coutented till I have explored the western part of this
country, and traversed thosc lines {or a great part of
thent,} which have given bounds to a new einpire; but
when it may, if it ever should happen, I dare not say,
aswy first attention 10ust be given to the deranged
situation of 1y private concerns, which are not a little
injured by almost nine years absence, and total disre-

gard of them.
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- COOPERSTOWN. n

With every wish for your health and happiness, and
with the mostsincere and affectionate regard,
I am, my dear Chevalicr, your most obedieut servant,
Georcl WasiwinaTon,

It should also be stated, that the present site of
Cooperstown is connected with an event of some in-
terest that ocourred duering the warof the revolution,
An expedition having been commanded to proceed
under the orders of Major General Sullivan, against
thelndians whethen dwelt in the vicinity of the Sen-
eca Lake, a brigade employed in the duty, under Brig-
adier General James Clinton, (the father of the cele-
brated De Witt Clinton,) marched from Albany forthat
purposc.  After ascending the Mohawk as far as Fort
Plain, this brigade eut  road through the forest to
the hend of Lake Otsego, whither it transported its:
boais. Traces of this road exist, and it is stll kuown
by the name ol the Continental Road.  Fmbarking at
the head afthe lake, the troops desecended o the outler,
wlere they encumped on the site of the present village.
General Clinton’s quarters are said to have been in
a siall building of hewn logs, which then stoad in
what are now the grounds of the “ Iall,™ and which
it itis thouglt was evected by Col. Croghan, as a place
in whicl he inight hold his negotiations with the Iu-
daing, nswell as for a commencement of a sottlemnent,

This building, which was about fiftcen feet square

and intended for a sort of block-house, was un-







12 CHRONICLES OF

doubtedly the first ever erected on this spot.  Jt was

subsequently used by some of the first setiers asa’

residence, and by Judge Cooper as a smoke house,
and it was standing in 1797, 10 not o year later. It was
then talken downand removed by Henry Pace Eaton,
to lisrezidenee on the road to Yier’s; where it was set
up again as an out-house, ’

There were found the graves of two wlite men in
the same grounds, which were believed ta contain the
bodies of deserters, who were shot during tle time the
troops were here encamped.  'These graves are sup-
posed to be the first of any civilized man in the town-
ship of Owzego.  All traces of them have now disap-
pearail. )

As soon as encamped, the troops of Gen. Clinton
commenced the construction of a dan 2t the ontlet,
and when the water had risen to o suflictent height in
the Jake, the obstruction was removed, the current
elearing the bed of the river of flood-wood. A fier
a shert delay, for this purpose, the troops em-
barked and descended as fur as the junction with the
Tioga, wlhere they were et by another brigade, com-
mwanded by General Sullivan in person.  On this
occasion, the Susquelranualy, below the dany, was said
to be so muel reduced tivat a mancould juing across it

Traces of the dam are still to be seen, and for
many years they were very obvious, At a later day,
i digaing the cellar of the house lirst peeupied hy
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COOPERSTOWN. 13

]

Judge Cooper, & large iron swivel was discovered,
whiclr was said to have been buried by the troops, whe
found it useless for their service.  This swivel was
the only piece ofartillery used for the purposes of =a-
lutes and merry-makings in the vieinity of Coopers-
town, for ten or iwelve years after the settlement of the
place. 1t is well sud afleetionately, reraemnbered by
the name of the * ericket,” and was barsted lately In
the same geod cause of rejoiciug onthe 4ih of July.
At the time of its final disaster, (for it had met with
many vicissitudes by field and flood, having actually
been onee thrown into the lake,) it is said there was
no very perceptible difference in size, between its
touch-hole and its muzzle,

In addition to the foregoing statement, we arc en-
abled to muke the following brief history of the title
te this tract of land, belicving it may have intereat
with thoze who hold real estate within its limits.  In
this account, we include some matter foreign to the
direct title, as explanatory of the whole.

On the 30th November 1769, lutters patent were
issued, granting eue hundred thousand aeres of land
to George Croghan and ninety nine other persons, as
has been alrewdy statedd

Decewber 2d, 1760, the ninety-nine other patentees
conveved, in three separate instruments, 10 George
Crochan ia fee.

Ou the Hhth Bareh 1770, George Croghan
I
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mortgaged 40,000 acres of the above grant to William
Frankihe, as fuether scenrity for the money borrowed
to pay the fees, or the debt due the persons who were
called the Burkington Company.  This mortgage in-
cluded the present site of the villawe.

On the 1h Mavch 1770, George €roghan mort-
gaged 20,000 acres, being half of the above men-
tioned 40,000 acres, to Thomas Wharton, to seeure
another debt of £2,000.

On the 26th QOctober 1770, John Morton ob-
taitied a judgment of 2 large amount aguinst George
Croghan.

On the 22d March 1773, judginent was oltained
arainst George Croghan, for the debt due on his
bond to Willtam Franklin,

On the—April 1775, George Croghan, William
Franklin, Thomas Wiharton aud Jolin Merton entered
into anagreement, o wnting, that the 46,000 acres
of lund should be sold under the two judgments, and
that the proceeds of the sale shiould go, frstly, to
pay the judgmentheld by William Franklin; secondly,
to pay the mortgage held by Thomas Wharton ; and,
thirdly, to pay the ju{lg:.nent held hy Johu Morton ; or
as much of eacly, according to the privrity of the delts
und securities, as there should be assets. This agree-
mient was never complicd with, in consequence of the
war of the revelhrtion,

Cn the 20th December 1775, Williany Franklin
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ond his wife assigned the mortgagy of George Cro-
ghan, onthe 40,000 ucves, and all the securitics eon-
nected with it, to five of the originad lenders of the
money, for their several shures of e deht, the re-
maining three aceepting lands clzewhere for their
claims ; the amountof the shares of these five as-
sienecs being £1,500, New Jfersey eurrency, with in
terest from the date of the boud.

On the 3d April 1730, George Cronhan conveyed
in fee, 3,477 acres of the above meutioned 40,004,
tuclwding the site of Cooperstown, to Jozcph Whar-
ton, subject to the two mortgages, for the eonsideration
of £9,553, Pennsylvania currency; Mr. Wharton be-
ing induced to accept thisland for a debt of that great
amount, in censequence of Mr. Croghan’s being un-
ahle to pay hint in gny other manner.

On the26th June 1780, George Croghan conveyed,
i fee, the remainder of the same tract to Joseph Whar-
ton, for the consideration of £L{00, this béingailthc]aml
in the Otsego Patent that he had notconveved in (ec,
previously to grunting the two morrgages, and of
course all that was subject to them. :

By several deeds poll, made between the years
1i76 and 1783, all the rights of the original lenders of
the aforesaid sum, with the Interest on it from 1763, in
the several bonds, in the Judement of 1733, and jn the
oldest morigage, were vested in William Caoper and

Andrew Craig of BDurlington, New Jersey,
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16 CIHIRONICLLS OF

Oun the 1ith Jaguary 1786, all the Jands of George
Croghan that were subject to the judginent of 1773,
avit which lay in tlie Ctsego Patent, beiny in amount
as near as might be, 24,350 acres, were conveved by
Sumuel Clyde, sherift of Montgomery, to Williamn
Cooper and Andrew Craig, as judpgment purchaszers,
under the judgment aforesaid, for the sum of £2,700,
leaving abalance of £1,139, 85, unpaid, and whicl has
never been satisficd since,

On the Sth December 1726, Juseph Whartou, for
the consideration of vwo thousaud dollars, couveved
in fee, all his right 1o the land in question, o William
Cooper and Andrew Craig, thenin actual possessian
of the saune as judgment puschasers, awd mortragees.

On the 12th November 1787, Augustine Prevest
and Sosannak Prevost, for the consideration of %1254,
released their right to the equity of the redemption of
the mortgaze on the whole 0,000 acres, to Williun
Cooper and Andrew Craig ; the said Susannah Pre-
voet being the natural danghter and devisee ol George
Croghan.

On the 16th January 1738, William Ceoper paid for
quit rents on the sadd land, the further sum of £633,3.

COu the 20th October 1794, Willian Cooper paad
7,35 for commutation of gquit rents, on the village
plot, containing then 112 aeres of land,

The patentol 1564, signed  Clarke ;" the deeds frem

the ninety nine otler putentees to George Croghang
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the hond of Croghan to Fraaldin ; that of Tranklin to
the Burlingten Company ; the mortgage of Croghanto
Franklin, with the assignment by latter to the wapaid
members of the company ;5 all ihe niesie CONVEyances .
of the same to Willlam Cooper and Aundrew Craig ;
the deeds of Croghan to Joseph Wharion, and the
deed of Wharton to Willium Cooper and Andrew
Craig; the release of Augustineand Susannah Prevost,
and the certificutes of payments of quit rents, together
with several conveyances from Andrew Craig fo Wil-

ltam Cooper, exist still, among the papers of the .

Coaper family.

The deed of the sheritf of Montgoinery county to
William Coeper and Andrew Craig has been lost ;
supposed never to havebeen retarned from the county
clerk’s office ; butit is recorded at Johnstown, and an
cxemplified eopy exists among the other papers.

There exists, among the same papers, a eapy of a
Lill in ehancery, of the date of 17306, at the complaint
of William Cooper and Aundrew Craig, setting forth
that the parties te the agreement of 1773, vefused to
release to them, according to the understood tenns of

that agreement, and that the said agreement was

witirheld from them to their injury, and praying relief

in the premizes. £t is supposed thut this suit was
arranged by emupromize, as the orisinal ’greeinent
I8 1IOW {'I.I'T'Il)ll‘f__‘: t]il“. s Jrpers.

A eopy of the asstgmincnt of the martgage onthe

B2







13 CHRONICLES OF

.
entire tract, underthe Indian grant, alse, is to be found
among the same papers.

‘Asit may be a matier of enrious history Lereafter,
we subjoin an account of what the 29,350 acyes actu-
ally cost the proprictor under whom the country was
settled.

Amount of jugdmen, Jan. 34,1736, | £3830. 8,
Cloit rents, Jan. 16, 1753, G31. 3.

Conzlderation money patd Jozeph Wharton, £00.
Do. do. Augustine & Busannah Prevost, 500,

£5770.11.
or 31.4L436,374
This s, with the sherifis {ces, and other inciden-
tal expenses, would make the actual cost of the prop-
erty about 50 cems the sere.
Col. Croghan and his fanily received for the same,
as follows:

Debt 1o Franklin, £3,530. 8.
Dbt to Jozeph Wharten, 9,003,
Pail his daugliter, o,

Peunsylvanta eurreney,  £13,302. 8.

This is considerably more than 235,000, [{ide
mortgage to Thomas Whartouw be included, nnd it ts
Lelieved the delitis uupaid o this day, it will amount
to more than 10,000, withott interest, which is prob-
ahly five tunes as mnel as the propenty was worth on

the dity of George Croghan’s deati.
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CHADTLR IL

From 1780, to 1791.

In addition to the abortive atterapt at a settlement
by Mr. Hartwick, on the present site of the village,
between the years 1761, and 1770, €ol. Croghan, with
his family, resided for z short timeon this spot,
Appended to one of the deeds of George Croghan to
Joseph Wharton, is a map, purporting to sliow the
improvenients of the latter, ot the foot of Lake Otsego,
but it issupposed that ithis map wus madc for effvet, as
all accounts agree in stating that in 1785, the im-
proveents were very insignificant, consisiing of the
remains of a few log feuces, a clearing away of un-
derbrusly, with felled and girdled teees. Whe block-
house mentioned was the only building standing, and
the pince had been nbandoned for years.

Mr. Cooper commenced the settlement of his tract
m the winter of 1786, many familics coming in hefore
the snow had mehed. Deeds were givento Isracl Guild, -
and several others, whe established themsclves an
spots that are ow within the limits of the village,
in the swamer of that year, This was as farmers,

however, rather than as villagers, it being the inteution
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of Mr. Coaper, the proprictor who had the entire con-
trol of the preperty, and wha so soon purchased the
right of his associate, that the conneetion of the latter
with the place, never was of any moment, to Iay out
the village plot in a line extending nerth and south,
instead of in the direction it has actually taken,

In June 1786, John Miller, now the oldest Jiving
inhalitaut of the villnge, as regards residence, arrived
at this place, accompanied by his father. They
reached the banks of the river at the outlet, where Mr.,
Milier felled & large pine across the stream to an-
swer the purposes of a bridge. The stmnp of this
tree is still to be seen, within the grounds of * Lake.
lands,” and it is marked, in white puint, with the
words © Bridge Tree.” At that time most of the dam
of Clinton wus stll remaining.

When Mr, Miller arvived, a widow of the name of
Johnson, had the ouly resident family iu the place.
She lived in a log house, not fav from the present stone
dwelling of 3. Pomeroy, thoush she was then byild-
ing a frame house, near the same spot.  This frame
building was sold by Mrs, Jolinson to William Elii-
son, the well kinown surveyor, who removed it the
same summer, woa position near the outlet, and on
what are now the grounds of * Ldoewater,”  This
was unguestionably the first framed and otherwise
regularly constructed hoase in the village of Coopers-
town, s the boek-lhouse was the first in logs,  Towas

I
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COOPERSTOWN. 21

of respeétable size, snd of two storics, being intended
for a tavern, to which purpose it was applied as soon
as habitable.  Yilliam Abbhot arrived in the summer
of 1786, and establizhed himself on the farm that stili
bears his name, about hall’ a mile south of the village.

Other persans canie and went, and many scttlers re-

mained permanently in different parts of the patent.

Mr. Cooper was here, once or twice, in the conrse of
the scason, but e did not cause any buwlding 10 he
constructed.  Mr. Miller remuined, himself, but a short

time.  Many persous were here during the swnmer of

1786, among others Fames White, but itis believed
none passed the winter within the village plot, but
the familiesof Willime Bllison, Israel Guild and Mus.
Johnson.  "Thelatter soon after removed, leaving no
descendunts in the plaee.  3ir Guild took possession
of the block-house.

Tn the spring of 1787, 1more cinigrants appeared.
Larly in the scason Mr, Cooper arrived, aceompanivid
by liis wife, wlo eame lowever as aere traveller.
They reackied the head of the lake in a chaise, and
descended to the foot in a eanoe.  3frs. Cooper was
g0 mucle alarmed with this passage that she disliked
returning in a boat, awd the chaise was brought to the
place, It two canoes.  In order that it uught reach the
asternn bank, and fo serve the public generally, a
brichge was bualt ar the outlet, which was thie brst real

bridge across the Susquebmumal at this spot. Thos
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bridge was composed of log abutments, slecpers, and

logs laid acrozs the Jatter. A road had been eut .

through the forest, following the direetion of the lake,
and coming out alony the bank of ¢ Loakelands,” at
this bridge. Tt was, however, so rude and difficult to
pass, that when the ehaise lefi the village, meu accom-
panied it with ropes, to prevent it from upsetting,
During the supamer of 1787, many more emigrants
arrived, principally from Connecticut, and 1nost of the
land on the patent was taken up,  Until this season
negotiations were goiny on among the different credi-
tors of Col. Croghan to redeem this property, by pay-
ing the claims of Messrs. Cooper and Craig, and
taking assignments of the bonds ond mortgages;
those gentlenten, thongh Jegally in possession of the
ealate, preferning to receive the amanut of their dehtto
kecping the securities.  Deing persuaded, however,
thatthe land was searcely worth the mnoney, the credi-
itors, by this tine, had abandoncd the intention, and
Mr. Cooper, towards the close of 1787, bugan seriously
1o think of establishing himsell pernmncn"fiy in this
part of the cou:1t1:y. With this view he commenced
cxtending his possessions in the adjacent patents,
and, cither by arrangements with the different great
laudhaolders, or by actual purchases, he soon had the
settlement of a farge part of the present county more
or less subjeet to his control. The efleets were very
visible, for there is scarcely an instanee of a more
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rupid growth of a “district, in any other part of a
couniry so remarkable for advaucement of this nu-
ture.  Wlen it ks remembered that this extraordinary
success was obtained in a region so difficult of access,
ouc thatis not casily tilled, and which has a severe cli-
muate, theencrgy and abilities that were employed, may
beproperly appreciated. The proprictor, howes er, waa
much favored by the salubrity of the air, the discases
usualto new eountries, having been scarcely known in
this mountainous region.

During the summer of 1737, several simall log tene-
ments were coustructed on the site of the village, nud
arrangments were made by DMr. Cooper to erceta
building for his own use, the succeeding season,  Siill
there was no great accession to the permanent popu-
lation, whicl: at this tinie did not amount to twenty
souls. The circwmstance that neither Mro LEllison
nor Mr. Guild bad children, and that M. Miller was
not yet marricd, eontributed to lessen the number of
the inbabitants,

Early in 1788, the house of DIr. Cooper was erectad,
it being the second regular dwelling in the plnce.
This housestood on Second Street, fucing Vair Strect,
conunanding a full yiew of the lake, and of course
immediately in front of the present # Hall.” Tt was
of two stories, with o wings, and o back butlding
was added in 3701, "Fle siding was of wide boards,

headed, but not planed. A very good representoe-
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tion of this house is to Le scen on the original map of
the village, where it 15 marked ¢ Manor House,” It
was rantoved a short dizstance down the street, in 1794,
and was destroyed by fire, in 12312,

In this year, Mr. Cooper secius scricusly to have

set about the formation ofa village, aplot being regu-
larly laid out for that purpose. Agreeubly to this
plan, six streets were laid out in an east and west di-
rection, and three that eroszed them at right angles,
i a nortl: and south.  ‘The strect along the margin
of the lake was called Tront Street, and the others
parallel to it, were nunbered, from Second up to Bixth
Strect. Phat nextto the riverwas called Water Street,
and that at the opposite side of the piot, West Street.
The street between then, being divided into two parts
Ly the grounds of Mr. Cooper, had two names, viz -
Vair Street and Aain, Sireet. All these names arc
preserved, though Fiith Street has never been opened,
and one half of Fourth Street, and about one third of
Main Swreet, are also enclosed.
" The mag, which is well made on parchment, like
all simibnr doeuments of that period, has its base line
on the west sidde of Water Streef, with its direction
marked, * North, 200 Fust.”  The wan is dated
SOt Month, 2600, 1733, ar, “September 2, 1788,
and was nede by Williun Ellison. 1t 1s now among
tkke Cooper papers,

By o certificate of the redeirption of the quit rents

FTp——
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on ¢ the town plat of Cooperstown,” dated, October
206, 1799, among the same papers, it would appear
that the plat of the village as designed on this map,
contarns one hundred and twelve acres.

In the autumn of this vear, Fsrael Gnild erceted a
smiall franie building, of a story and ahalf, onwhat was
tll{jﬂ_lh_c_rgtggl to Fiy-Creelk, but whieh isnow 1 2econd
g:l‘(l(!“l:‘&bOI.It one hundred fect fromn the intersection
with West Stree. Mr. Guikd had purchased the
farns that bere adjoined the village plat; all the land
west of that peint being without the proprictor’s plan
for the town.  This house was originally in a lots itis
still standing, being nsed as a bakery and o hatter’s
shop, and it unquestionabiy s now the oldest house in
the place ; the * Maner Houee” having been des-
troycd by fire, ag uentioned, anrd  that of My Tillison
having been palled down when the lute Hr. Tsuac
Cooper built pt ** Edgewnter,” orin 1852, M Guild,
however, continued to live in the block-house, until

720, Jobn Moward, tanner, came this year and pre-
pared to commenee his business, atihe spot loug
known as the* Tannery.”

Alhouzl the settlewment of Coaper’s Patent com-
menced ewrly in 1756, the regular commencement of
the village dates properly from 728, for, while the
tlen of o town is older, it was not  systematically
planned vt this stavmwer, Notullows that thos year,
(1233,) c()mph't:‘s the first halfcentury ofthe existence
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of the place. The name of ¢ Conperstown,” it i
‘true, appears in one or two papers as carly evenr as

1386 5 but the place was iudizeriminately known by
this appelluion, aud that of the * Toot of the Lale,”
witil the vear 1791, when it becamo the county town.

In 1789, Mr., Cooper finished Lis liouse and set up
a frontier establisioneut. B eldest son, the lue
tichard Yenimore Cooper, Mr. Charles Franeis, of
Philadelphia, Mr. Richard 11, Smitl, of New Jersey,
aud several other gentlenen, were his aecasional asso-
ciates.  The late Hendriek Frey, of Cannjolarie,
wasafrequent visitor, andibe tradirons of the fustivities
of the * Manor Honse,”" duving that and the succeed-
g years,are still agreeable to the lovers of good cheer,

T'he lake abounded with the most delicious fish,
and Shipmait, the ¢ Leather Stocking™ of the region,
conld at zhmost any tinee, furnish the table with &
sachlle of venison.  Among the langhable incidents,
that accompanied the free munner of living, so pecn-
liar 10 a horder fife, the following steries seem to be
well authenticated.

Tu the course “of the winter 1750—90, during one
of the pododical vizits of Col. Prey, a large lumber
steigh was iitted ant, with four horses, and the whols
party sallicd upon the lake, fora mornbne deive. An
ex-officer of the Prench arny, a Monsteur Ibhal,
resided by himself on the western bank ol the Iake,

Perceiving the sleigh nod four approaching his house,

e e i et
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this geatleman, with the courtesy of his nation, went
forth upen the ice, to greet the party, of whose charac-
ter he was not Sguorant, by the siyle in whiclh it
appeared.  Mr, Cooper invited his Prench friend to
Jjoin bimy, promising him plenty of gawe, with copious
libations of Madeira, by way of indueement. Fhough
a good table cowmpanion in general, no persuasion
conld prevail on the Prencliman to aceept the offer
«that day, wniil provoked by his obstinacy, the party
aid violent hands on hin, and brought him to the
village by force. '

Monzicur Ebbal took his captivity in good part, and
was soon as buoyaut and gay as any of hiz compan-
ions, e habitwally wore o long shiried surtout,
which at g time was abimost o mark of a Preach-
inan, and this surtont he pertiuncionsly refused wolay
aside, even when he took Lis sent at table. On the
contrary, he kept it buttoned to the very throat, as it
micht be in defisnce. The Christuas joke, opleati-
ful board, and heavy potations, however, threw the
guest off his guard,  Warnred with the wine and the
blaziny fire, le incautiously unbuttoned 5 when his
delizhted companions discovered, thatthe nceidents
af a froutier, the cstablislient of o bachelor whe
kept no servant, aoud certain irregularities in washing-
da‘\'s, thiat were attendant on both chenmastanees,
eoupled with his eoipressement 1o salute his friends,

had tndueed the gallant Frenchwan te come abroad
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*without a shirt.  Ile was uncased on the spot, amid
the roars of the conrives, and incontinently put into

T added the mirth lov-

linen. ¢ Cooper was so polite,
ing Hendrick Frey, when he repeated this story for
the hundredih time, ¢ that he supplied a shivt with
ruitles at the wristhbands, which made Ibbal very
happy for the rest of the night.  Metn Gotr, how his
hands did go, after he got the ruflles [

These wags told Monsienr Ebbal, that i chiazed by
a bear, the ozt eertain mode of escape, was to throw
away his hat, or his coat, toinduce the animal to stop
and smell atit, and then to profit by the oceasion, and
climb a sapling that was teo small to enable his en-
emy to fusten its elowsz W it in the way it is known to
aseend o tree. The advice was well ensugh, hat the
advised baving actually an oceasion 1o follow it the
suceeeding auturan, scrambled up a sapling first, and
begun to throw away his clothes afterwards. The
bear, ashe one with cube, tore to picces garment alier
garment, without quitting the spot, Kkeeplug poor
Lbbal tree’d, throushont a cool antumnal night, alnost
as naked us he was wheu uneased at the celebrated
Christma: banguet.  Ftappears that the real name of
this person was L2668 de Ilaffeourt.

During the winter of FFE0—00, Mr. Cooper had a
stack of goods Dronght into the villuge 3 3 10 1L
Smith, doing the duaty of the merehant, Fhis was

the first store establizhed In the plaee, and was of
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great service to the settlers. Upto this period, the
laiter had been compelled to go to Canijoharie to
make their purchuses,  Yven later, they were obliged
to go that distanee to find 2 oull, not antreguently
carrying their grists on their shoulders. "I'he distunee,
it will be rememnbered, 1s twenty five iniles, -

October the 10th, 1709, M. Coeper first brought his
family to Cooperstown, giving up bis residence in
New Jersey catirely,  From this thue, dates the steady
and progressive growth of the village.  There extsts
a docureent to shew that o 17890, Cooperstown con-
tained seven framed houses, diree framed barng, and
thirty five inhabitants, Tt is supposed that this ente
meration of the nhabitants was wade previonsly to
the arcival ofthe fanily of 3r. Cooper, as that fumily
alone, with its immates and domestics, amouuted 1o
about {ificen persons.  ltis alve supposcd, that the
houses, three or fonr in nmaber, that stood without
th(; old village plat, ke that of Mr. Guild, the Tannery,
deeo were not ineladed. Fhe house standnig at the
south cust vorner of Sceond aud Water Streets, and
which for the last Forty )‘Cil.l';‘., bas Lelonged to the
Frnst family, was erected this suinmer by ?llr.'l_icnju-
min Goifine  Itis now the second oldest Lheuse in the
villuge,

Febusiey 16th, 1791, the county of Gtsege was
formed, ond Cooperstown was destgoated as the

county town, Mr. Coopsr Leing appeinied the Firs

c2 \
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Judee of the county court. A court house washuilt
at the snuth east corner of West aud Sccond Strecis.
Towas tharty feet square ; the lower story, which con-
tained four rooms, beétny used as a gonl, and the
whole of the upper story, as a court room. The lower
story was built of squared i(}gs-', and the upper of

framed work, The cutrance to the court.room wus

ot the north front, two fliy
of the Luilding

its of stops wne the exterior
meeting ot w platform before a door
that opened into the air.

The jury rooms were in a tavern oceupicd by the
gaoter, that steed on the smne lot, and which was
erected the same year.  The fivstshierifi’ was Richard
R. Bmith, Bsq. who being altogether superior to en-

tering il the lower duties of the ofifee, appoiuted

Srephens ganler,

Daring this sumwer, e okl Red Lion™ tavern,
which projected lindl way across Seeond Nurect, was
erected, as was alzo the heuse at the corner dingonally
oppasite, now owned by Judge Dussell. he two
bouses that stapd third and foveth from the corner of
West mtreet, on the south side ol Second Birect, were
slzo erceted this year, as were severab wthers. The
first Inwyer who eame to reshde o the village, was

oo Abrabiam Ven Broeceek, of Newdersey, anid the

scemud was Mro Jacob G Fouda, of Scheneertuly

sepdemen ene in 139010 3Mro Joseph

both these

Styong, v witive of Orange counly, €me i yesr or tho

sy et

T —— T P R L

el LTt e B bt 2 i 7 gl e






T

COOPERSTOWN, a1

later, and alzo Dr. 3oz=s INent, a brother of the cele-
brated Chancellor Went.  These four gentlemen
were the first of their profession In Cooperstowu,
They all removed within the first twelve years of their
residence, though desceudamts of Mr. Stroug, in the
second aud third gencration, are stll inhabitaoits of
the place. Foeveral stores were also set up in 1791, of
which the priuctpal was owned by Mr, Peter Ten
Brocck. -

The first physicien also appearcd in the spring of
this year; s name being Powers,  Doctor Fuller,
so long and so favorably Jnown, for o professional
carcer that lasted {orty »ix vears i the same place,
arrtved in June,  In the caurse of the vear, 13, Pow-
ers was accused of mixtog tartar cetic with the bey-
erage of a ball siven at the * Red Lion.™  1Te was
tried, convicted, potin the stoeks and banished for
the offerrec ; this sentence, as a matier ol course, ter-
minating his eureer in this spot. A D Farnzworth
eame a yearor two bater, aud D Gottabout the sne
thne 5 Lat for wany vears, nearly all the practice of
the eountry was in the hands of Ve Fuller, who is
said 1o have heen the medical atrendant at more thau
ow o thintsand bivthe,

Plhere exists no positive information of the inerease
of the villawe durbny die year 1700, bin it was rela-
Uvely grent, for the thaes, Atihe end eof e yuar,

Cooperstown ceriniuly contined ety houses and
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stores, and prolably ahundred inhabitants,  As most
of the emigrants were young, their families were
necessurity small, whieh accounnts for the feebie nom-
ber of the population. From this period, or for the
last forty six years, the place has been more gradual
in ity growth, the inerease being steady and regular,
and vot subject to the sudden chauges of nore specu-
lative neighborhivods.

Tlhe first child born actually in the village was
Nathan Howard, a son of John Tloward ; and the first
death was that of & son of My Joseph Griflin, which
took place Getober Fith 1792, On the occasion of
this death, a picce of ground was selected as a plage
el interment, near the junction ol Water ard Third
Streets, or wlere Christ Chiurch now stands.

Tle first ehild born on the patent was a son of Bill
Jarvis, of #ly Creeke e was borw i 1937, and was
named alier the proprieior, reeciving Gy acres of
land, us o memorial of the eircumstance,

Willium Abbut had ason born previously to the barih
of Nathan Howard, bot he did nat reside umediately
i the villore, ulthaugh fornsing o part of the village
cominunity,  The bov was called Reaben, from the
circumstiuee of bis being dhe fiest horo,

The first school was kept by Joshua Dewey, buat

it wis pot comnnenced until o year or two later,

Aach . 1
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CCHTAPTER TH. . ’

From 1792, w 1797,

The village at the commencement of the year 1702,
stood prineipally on Second Street, with a house or
two on Water Street, ane or fwo more on Front Sireet,
and a fow on West Street. The shops and taverns
were colleeted in the vietnity ol the four principal cor-
ners, where were also the court house and gonl. Tt
is evident to the geologist that water bas onee flowed

over the site of the place, und originally wany deep

holes or hollows existed, which had the appearance of

having been formed by powerful eddics, or currents
Most of these holes have disappeared, by levelling and
filling up, but a few are =il to be scen, especially in
the grounds of the #1Lall,”” where they have been pre-
served as helping the ornamental walks, &e. &e.
Sowme of these inequalitics, of course, existed in the
streets, and many persons still remember the pluce
when there were eonsideralde ascents and descents
i them. Oppostte to the present Bano there was,
as reeently s the commencoment of this contry,
a little rise o the road, and In West Srreet, at

the point pear that where the present inelination
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commences, was o short, sharp pitch, down which
vehicles had to descend with great care. Judge
Cooper’s barns, stables &c., down to the year 1793
eertainly, il not to a [ater duy, were inthe rear of the
stone store that now helongs to Ar LR Worthinglon,
and they stood many feet below the Teve! ol the streets.
Nor did the stumps disappear aliogether from even
Srcond Etreet, which is the prineipal svenue of the
village, until nearly the close of the century. Tll{:
road 1o Fly Creek diverged trom the ITartwick rond,
near Jowards farm, and the narrow part of See-
ond Srreet, continved enelosed, as part ofthe farn of
Mr. Guild, until about the year 1395,

My, James AvereH was an carly settler an the
patent, having occupied the farme since known as the
Howard farmy,in 1737, bot b exclinnged with Me.
Howard this farm against the * Tannery,” and re-
moved inte the village, or rather into what i3 now the
village, in the year 1792 Tfere, by his enterpise
and industry, lie raised the works in question into
some of the most portant of the sort, that then ex-
isted inthe newer part of the state, Mr Averell zoon
hecaine conspicuous for his habits af husiness, and
subsequently wag muel eonnected with the tnereaze
of Coeperstown sl it vietoity, in weahb and in-
dustry.

Between the years 17002 and 12U, Messrs, Wade,

Stovens, Renssclaer Willeuns, Richard  Willtums,
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Ngrman Landon, Feter Ten Droeck dnd Le Quoy
arrived, and establishicd themselves as merchants ; Mr.
R. R. Swmith relinquishing business, and going 1o
Philadelphia, where he was soen a partner inan ex-
tensive wholesale hiouse. 1:‘5322'-5'?

Mr, Wade was an Jrishwan by binth, and lad
scrved asa Cﬂ}]tni!.l in the British army. e remained
but a year or two, when he returned to New York,
The preseut Major Wade of the U. 8. Aniny is his
son. M. Stevens returned to Philadelphia also, ina
few years; but the Dessee, Wiiliams continued their
connection with the place, dowirto the periads of therr
deaths; their collateral deseendunts and helrs still ex-
isting in Cooperstown.  The Messrs, Fen Firocek
returned to New Jersey, at the end of a few years,
Mr. Liandon died, andis interred inthe old burying
ground.

Mr. Le Quoy excited a good deal of interest during
Lis stay in the place, us he was a man altegether su-
perior to his oceupation, which was litile more than
that of a country grocer; an interest that was much
inereased by the following cirewmstance,

Among the carly setilers in Otsego county, wus Mr,
Lewis de Villers, a Frenel gentlenan of respretable
extraction and good manners. Mr de Villers was in
Cooperstown abont the year 1793, at o moment when a
countryman, a Mr. Henouard,w houlterwandz estabilish-

cd liinsel! inthe connty, had reeently reachied the place.
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Mr. Renovard was aseaman, and badthe halit of using
tobaceo.  Iinquiring of Mr, de Villers where some of
his favorite article miglit he purchased, Mr. de Villers
direeted him to the shop of Mr, Le Quoy, wlling him
he would helpr a coumryman by making his purchase
of that pereon. Tna few minutes Mr. Renouard returned
from the shop, much agitated and very pule. Mrode
Villers inquired 10 he were unwell,  *= To the nane of
God, e de Villers, who is the mbn who sold e this
tobacew?” demanded Mr. Renouard. *Mr. Lo Quoy, a
countryman of ours,” ¢ Yes, Mr. Le Quoy de DMer-
serean. 1 know nothing nbout the de M ersereau s
he calls hunself Mr. Le Quoy. De you kuow any
thing of hin 7« When T went to Martintgue to be

" answered Mr Nenouard,

port-captain of St. Pierre,’
“this man was the eivil governor of the island, and re-
fuzed to confirm my appointment,”

Subszequent inquiry eonfirmed this story, Mr. Le
Quoy explaining that the inflnence of a lady had
stood in the way of Mr. Renovard’s preferment.

‘L'he history of Mr. Le Quoy has since heen aseers
tained to be as fullows. When governor of Martinique
be had it in his power to do o friendly ofiice to M.
John Murray, of New York, by liberating one of his
ships; Mr. Murray heing at the head of the old und
lughly rezpectabie commercinl liouse of Johm Muorray
aud Suns, then onc of the principat firms of the couniry.

This aet brought abeut an exchange of civilities be-
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tween Mr. Mwrray and Mr. Le Quoy, which con-
tinted for & few years, When the IFrench revolution
dreve Mr. Le Quoy from the island, he repaired to
New York, and sought his friend Mr. Murray, to
whom he stated that lie lud 2 small sum of money,
whieh hie wizhed to invest in a country store, until bis
fortunes might revive.  Between Judge Cooper and
Mr. Murray there existed an intimacy, and the latter
referred Mr. Le Quoy to the former. Under the ad-
vice of Judge Cooper, Mr. Le Quoy established him-
self in Covperstown, where he remained more than a
yeur. Atthe end of that time he made his peace with
the new Urenclr government, and quitting his retreat, he
was emploved flor some months in superintending the
acceunts of the different Trench consulates in this
country. It is said that he soon after returped to
Martinique in his old eapacity, and died the first sea-
son of yclow fever. When Mr. Fenimore Cooper
was i IFrance, the Comte ' f Eauterive, whe liad been
French consul general In America, at the period of
Mr. Le Quoy’s residence, spoke of the latter gentle-
man, and i parg, corr(lhm;atcd this history of him.
The following letler appears to have been written soomn
after he {eft Cooperstown, awd at the moment he

cormenced his consular dutics.

Philadelphia, 10k et 1704,
Dear Sir——T have expericnced too much of your friendship

tobelieve you will not hear of my fate with some degree of con-
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cern. lamto gote Charlesion in 8. C. aboutzone business
whicl will keep me most alt the winter, 1 hope for 2 more per-
maneut employment, than whar Lhave at present; if not, 1
know where to find peace, good husiness, good friends. 1
shall always consider you among the number.
1 wish you and all your famify Lealth and happiness,
and 1 remain, dear sir, your most huwble servant,
F. Z. Le Quoy.
Moxs. W, Coorer,in Cooperstown, (haego County,

Later letters show that Br, Le Quoy did not quit
this country until 1706,

January 27th, 1793, Mr. James Barber, tailor, died
ofthe small pox.  This was the first adult whe diced a
natural death in the village.  1ie lived in the large
old building which stunds uorth of the dwelling
of Mr. Lawrence Me Namee, aud which was erected
the year before.  But, Mr. Jabez Wight, cabinet ma-
ker, was drowned while bathing, near the outlet,
August 1dth, 1794, This was the seeond deathy, in the
place. The sane year a child of Mr. Averell's was
drowned, but not in the lake, Al these persons were
tnterred in Cheist Charehborying ground, where their
Lead-stones are stitl to be scen,

During the first ten yeors of the existence of the
village, the people depended entively on chaunce tor
the litde religious nstruetion they received. The em-
igrants to the place, more particularly those who lad
any property, were singularly divided as to religious

fuith, the presbhyterians, though themuost numcerous sect,
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being the poorest.  Missionaries occasionally pene-

trated to this spot, aud now and then a travelling
Baptist, or a Methodist, preached, in a tavern, a school
house, or a barn. The first regular elergyman, who
Liad any engagement ta ofliciate in Cooperstown, was
the Rev. Mr. Mosely, who was employved for six
months,  This was in the vear 1795, 1lc wasa
presbyterian, amd went away at the expiration of his
engagement,

11 the way of schools, the village did a little better.
Jt has Deen said that Joshna Dewey kept the first
school.  1e was soon sueceeded by Oliver Cory, who
conducted the common schiool of the place, with com-
mendable assidnity and great credit to himself, for
many yearzs, Nearly all the permanent indutbitants of
the village, who are botween the agzes of forty and
filty five, received their clementary nstruction from
thiz respectable teacher. Bir. Cory did not negleet
religious instruction altogetlier, but every saturday
was devoted te this object. 3lis care in this res-
peety as well as his lessens on depertment were nt-
tended witl the most benelicial resuts, and it is 1o he
regretted that they have not been imitated in our own
thne.  The hept his school originally in the court
houze, and thewin the first regular school Touse ever
Laile in the place,  “I'his school house was o small

wooden building that stooed on the lot that 13 now oc-
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cupied by the dwellng of 3lr. Llihu Plinney.  Sub-
sequently Mr. Cary held his sechool in the academy.
Notwithstauding the apparent neglect on the sub-
Jjeet of religion, which, in ol probability, is to be refer-
ted more to the diviston in seutiment mentioned, than
to any other cause, the people of Cooperstowu showedl
great publie spirit, on the subject of establishing an
Academy, a plun for which was started as early as
1795, We subjointhe {ullowing copy of & subserip-
tion paper for that purpose, in proofl of what we say,
and which is =stll in existence, vin: .

“We the subseribers do severally undertale to con-
tribute the swms opposite to our respective nanes,
towards ait Academy, in Cooperstown, for the county
of Otsepo. Aprildth, 1305,

Witthun Cooper 272500 [ Moss [ent R25.00
Williant Abbot A0.00 [ Perer Liunbert 7
Tuntinaton & logals 25,00 | Nathanie) Goty 12,50
Tlisha Fullam 7A0 | William Fllizon 1200
~Jonns I'erry 258 | Swephen hoads ,1H)
" Benuel Jewel 2,050 [ Alner Doadram 6,25
JPhamias Puller 4GNGO Phimaey 40100
Samuel Tulils 1250 | Joseph Griiin 42,50
Urniah Liee 16,000 ] dohe Howad 40,08
Joscph ITuft Lo | Willime Cook REYEL
Job Miller - 750 | Bergnwin Guifiin 25,01
Jures Wline 1500 | Javol Morris G4.50
James Gavduer 10000t Denjuannn Ceelbert a0
Nathan Dvizson D00 | tiridh Crafis 0,00
James Avercil SO Lesisde Villors i HXEH
riaueiz [[»-nr_y HARN) Hobeet Buldel T
Jaliez Hunblell B | Adtren Noble 7.0
Novaran Landon S50 | Mattliew Seunet .00
TII'II"-'[I_\' ol S350 D e Huey C T
Larnee Wipp)e S0 Juzepl Nodones 5y}
Bl Jarvia 2o Levi Wentworih 6,20

Total, 21,1420,
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The odd cents are from the subseriptions.baving
been in the old currency. ‘This doewment shows sev-
eral interesting fiucts,  Lhere are forty two namce,
which makes an average subseription of more than
833 10 each name; and it may be doubted if any
thing like sueh an average could now he oltained for
any public object whatever.  Ofthese forty two nanes,
twenty three were then residents of the villuge, and
considering the public spinit that prevailed, it is fair to
suppose that this eompriscd at least two thirds of the
heads of fanilies that were then Lo be found in the
place. Yt will probably he safe to say, that Coopers-
town coniained in 1795, about thirty five funilics, and
quite as many houses.  Asthe heads of finilies were
zencrally young, an average of five persons to cach
fanily would be sufiiciently high 5 this wouk! give a
whole number ol one hundred aad seventy five souls
1o these we add twenty five for single persong, we
get o total of twe hundred for the population, which
could nat he far from the truth.

The Academny wasraised September 184, 1795, It
was ane of those tusteless buildings that affliet all new
countries, and contained two school rooms below, a
passage and the stairs; while the upper story was in
asingle room,  Nothing superior to o conunon Bog-

Hsh education was ever tancht in s honse, oll at-

trmpts at elassienl fnstraction filing, Fhis niust Le

azerthed to the weneral want of 1aeans i the popula-
e
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tion, at the time ;. the few who gave their chifdren
classical educations, usually sending them alroad for
that purpose.
, The Acedemy, containing at that time the largest
room in the place, was as much used for other pur-
poses as for those of education. Religious mectings
were generally held there, as well as othrer Inrge as-
semblages of the people. The schoel exhibitions of
Mr. Cory, i which Brutus and Cassius figured i hats
of the cut of 177G, blue coats faced with red, of no cut
at all, and maiross swoibds, are still the subjeet of
mirth  with those who remember the prodigies.
The court on great occasions was sometimes held in
this building, and even balls were oceasionally given
in it in short, it was o jack of wil work, rather than
of the particalur work for whiel it was intended.
Notwithstanding the failure as respeets a elassical
schoud, the yeur was memorable for the establishment
of another species of instruction, that probably was
nore useful to thiz particular commuaity, at that early
day.  Onthe 25th day of Februanry, 1795, My, Elihu
Phinuey, a native ol Conuecticut, arrived in Coop-
erstown, Dringing with Lim the materials for printing
a newspajer ; amd on the 3d day of April of the same
year, the first mumber of the ¢ Otsega Jerald, or
Western Advertiser,” 2 weekly paper, nuule its ap-
pearave,  Phas wos the 2econd jmlrnul [mh[i:hcd i

the stite, west of Albany. We see by its tithe that, in

. A o iy T

-t I L e

ot w g o

o T P Ay P o8

T A R A

= et






COQOPERSTOWN. . 43

17935 it was ennsidered a western print, whereas at the
present day, Coopersiown is probably a lundred
leagues east of the central point around which jour-
nals are now to be found.

By means of this print we are enabled to make the
following eurious statistical statement, by which the
veader will obtain an insight uto the actual condition
of the western part of thisstate, ot that time,  Tn 1704,
Judge Cooper was clected representative in congress,
from 2 district composed of the couuties of Montgom-
ery, Herkimer, ''ioga, Oantario, Onondaga and Ot-
sego, as they then existed. 1lis opponent was Mr.
Winn, of Montgomery, and the foliowing is the re-
sult of the canvass :

Cooper, inn,

Montgomery KL 90
Herkimer Ti6 144
Thoga &0 g3
Ontarie 30 2
Onondaza 1251 [
Ousero 1271 216

Towal, 2335 1426
Here we sce that the county of Ontario, at that time
comprising so much of the state, gave but 32 votes,
while Otsegn gave VIS7. This fuct shows the great
rapidity with whiels the latter county had heen settled.
A brewery was estaldished in 1591, by twe Bnglish-

men, of the names of Mulcoek and Morgun, but it
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was tn advance of the country, and afier a short ¢x-
periment it failed.
July Oth, 1795, & man named Portecus was flogeed

at the whipping post, for stealing some picces of xil- |

bon, This was the first of two nstances of the saime
punizshment on the same spot.  The whipping post
and stocks stood nearly opposite 1he gaol door, in
West Street, but on the west side of the street. Por-
teous was danisked, as well as flogred, the former pun-
ishment being usual in Coopersiown.  Itis to be
regretted that it has fallen into disuse.

By an article in the Otsego Herald, of October 30th,
it would scem that the year 1793, added much to the
size of the place, no less than thirty buildings having
been constrieted that season,  Many of these how-
ever, were shops, oflices and stores.  Awmong ntliers
were the brewery and academny, already mentioned.
T'he former stood near the present bridge, and is des-
erthed as having been &3 feet in lengih, 25 feer wide,
and 19 feet posts.  The acadeny was 65% fvet long,
32 wide, and 25 feet ports. "Fhe sunnnit of the bellry
was 70 feet from the ground.

On the evening of the 20th November, 1783, a huikl-
iy attuched to the pottery of Mr. Joshaa Starr, a
rixpeetable juhabitani of the village, was destroyed by
fire. "T'his is believed to be the first aceldent ol .the
sorl that ever occnred in Cooperstown.

The nills that il exist on the Susquelanual,
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were erccted by Bir. Wiliam Lllizon, as early as
1792, .

It appears that the Tev. Llisha Mozely preached
the first thanksgziving sermon in Conperstown, on the
206th Novémber, 1793, in the court house, By the lat-
ter circumstance it would seem that the academy,
which indeed was only raised on the 18th Septenther,
had not then been comipleted. Tt is also stated in the
Otsego Herald, thatin this year, the village paid n
excise, and through the inus and stores &e., and by
the duty on carriages, thirty six pounds.  The first
earriage that was ever used i the place, was o plae-
ton of Judge Cooper's. Thiswasin 1702, In 1705,
he get up a chartot, which by the aid of four horses
was enabled to perforin a journcy from Cooperstown
to Cherry Valley, botween breakfast and supper.

The first road to cormnunieate wids the Jower qoun-
try, was that mentioned abready, as running nlong
the castern margin of the Jake. T eourse did not
difier cssentially from that of the prezent turnpikie.
A rude road cxisted previously to the revolution, {rom
Chersy Valley, as {ar as the Tngalz farm in Middie-
ficld, and this road was brought roumll the cod of
the * Vision,” and into the viilage, alioat the year
1701, Tt followed the present margin ol the forest, on
the side of the mowntuin, untilit reached the spotwhere
“Waodside™ nnw stunds, when it teaversed the pres-

ent grounds of # Lakelands,” dingonally, to the cutlet.
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"T'his end of the road was three times altered ; first, by
hringing it down to the river a little below the mills;
secoudly, by leading it more diagonally across the
fielids, and lastly o its present route.

A state road was laid out between Albany and
Cooperstown, in 1794, This road crossed the moun.
tain, and descended the © Vision,” by the line that is
still used az afeot-path. A bridge wos then first con-
sirneted, where the present bridge now stands,

In 1802, the Sccond Company of the Great West-
ern Turupike brought the present turnpike road
through the village.  "T'he lnbors of this company sen-
sibly hinproved the surface of Second Street, and may
Lie st down as the comnencement of the prbscnt
handsome appeavance of the prineipal streets, The
Lake Torepike was constructed in 1525, The state
road was continued west by the people, in 1796, nearly
an the line of the present turnpike, some aid being
obtained from the state.  The Hartwick and "icr's
roads have beeu but little altered since 1726, though
both have been strnigl:tencd' near the village.

L 3705, the townsliip of Otsego, thenmieh larger than
at prezent, however, contained 2160 mules, above the
rge of 16, a prodigious lnerease for ten years, It had
491 clectors under the laws of that perind, viz ¢ 263
L100 freelnlders; 55 £20 freeholders, and 60 por-
sous renting tenements at £ Moz =aad that i 1705,

all the electors inthe slate west of Albany, the latter
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included, excepting however the mauor of Rensse-
loer, were but 636, In 705, the number in the same
countics was 36,026, It probably now exceeds
200,000,

It is mentioned that Lake Otsero was free from ice
on the Ist of Januwary, 1796, It did not close the
present year (1833} untit the 23d January.,  March,
}796, was memornble for the flocks of pigecons that
flew through this valley ; elderly pcrlsous deelaring
that they saw more on a single morning, than they
had previously scen in all their lives.

At the close ofthe year 1796, Judge Cooper made

his contracts for the construction of the * Hall™ This, |

it is believed, was the first butdding iv the county,
and with the exception of the German settlements,
aluost the first private building in the state, west of
Schenectady, that was not built of weod. By an in-
strumcut that is st in existence, William Sprague
and Barnet Whipple countracted to do the carpenter’s
and joiner’s work of this house, all the materials being
found on the spot, for the sum of 81,150, The work
was begun intthe year 1796, but it potno higher than the
foundation, in 1797, In 1793, the walls were raised,
anil the house was eflectunlly enclosed. In June,
1709, the building was completed, and the Tamily of
1he proprictor removed intoit. 1t was, however, in-
hubited by some of the workmen, in 1793,

iy wiieh was called

The grounds of the old buildin
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“the * Manor ouse,” and those of the « Hall,” were
not identical.  "Lhe former extended back no forther
than to the site of the present building, whereas the
latter, o5 is known, reach to "Llird Sweet. At this
time, and for some years Inter, many pines were still
standing in the fields south of Third Sweet, und most
of the spots that had Dbeen cleared were eovered with
a young secomd growth, ¢ Otsego Hall” was, for
many years, the largest private residence in the newer
parts of the state, and it is still rauch the most consider-
able structure in Cooperstown, a village that is so
singularty well built.  Some idea of the strength with
which # was constructed may be gained from the facet,
that in }E534, when the present owner conzmenced his
repairs and improvements, the floor above the great
hall, which is near twenty five feet by fifty in surface,
was raised three feel, cae corner at a time, without
injury even to the ceiling below,  The joists were of
vulk, the planks of the best quality, and the fastenings of
wrought irow spikes.  This house was struck by liglit-
ening in 1202, on which occasion the fiest lightening
rod in Cooperstown was erected.

The Free Masons opened a ladge in the village on
the first "Tuesday in March, 1795, and on the 27ih
December, they held w great religious festival in'the
Academy.  They dined in the same place, and in the

evening they had a Lol
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The first library was opencd in this village, March
11th, 1796, Capt. Timotly Barnes, librarian,

The year 1304, was memoruble in the listory ef
Cooperstowin, for what 1s still ealled the # Indian
Alarm.” 'This alarm was false, having proceeded
from the combincd circumsiances that a report pre-
vailed of a constderable hody of Tudians having been
seen lurking it the woods, 8t no great distance, and

that a party who had brougiy in some counterfeiters,

“dizchavged their pistels at midsight. Scouts had

been previously sent to asecrtaln the faet about the
Indians, aud this diseharge of pistols was supposed to
proceed from these seouts, inthe wish to alunn the vil-
lage. Many ludicrous aceounts are given of the effvet
of the fright, one ma, in particular, scereting himself
in alog abutment of the bridge that had then been re-
ceutly constructed atthe spot where the present bridye
now stands. We learn in the foe, the infant condition
of the country, as it wus thun posaibleto ereate un
alarm on aecount of the Tndinns.

Up tothis period the lake was {ull of fish, and haols
of hundreds of the delicious bass were made at a time,
during the proper seson, The * Trout” ulwo
abomuded, as did deer. FPlie fishierman of the day
way known as ¢ Adwiral Wearsey,” proneunced
“ aszy,” aoman who wasunhappy unless in o beat, or
belore afine kiln, Tle was, perliages, move thoraushly
aquatie, than his suceessor, ¥ The  Commodore,”

I
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who has pow commanded the lake more than thirty
years, but on the whole, less skilllul, At that tune,
pickerel, now so abundant, were seidors canght st all

In 1794, there was a Jarge flat boat on the lake,
called the « Ship Jay,” on hoard which* Admiral
Hlussy™ first hoisted his flag.  Tlis sails were boards,
and hiz speed more than doubtful

The oldroad along the east bank of the lake was
abandoncd about this time ; thoze who went to Spriug-
ficld going by the way of Piers; andthose who went
to Albany, or to the Mobawk, by the way of Cherry-
Valley, )

A journey taken by Judge Coeper, in 1%95, of
which the memorials still exist, will give an dea of
the means of communicotion that were then in the
country. e left Cooperstown soon after breakfast,
with his wife and two children, in the el faskivned
chartot already mentioned, and drawn by four horses,
At Middlefield Centre, the-party stopped, bated and
dived. It reached Cherry Valley u little before sun-
set, where it passed the night. Lelt Cherry-Valley
next maorning after an early brealdust, and stoppued to
dive with My, Christopher Yates ; thence to the house
of Headrick Freyv, at Canajoharie, to supper wd to
gleep.  Quitting Mr. Frey's, after a late breankfast, or
at ten o'elock, it reachied aninn for the uight, ahout
tent miles from Schenectedy. The next morntng,
m‘::king an carly sturg, 1t reached Gilberts m ?-'t_ié_lr:-

.
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neetady, toa late breakfast, and succecded in getting to
Albany about sunset.
At this period lime-kilns and hrick-kilns existed at

‘the soutlet, ewing to which ciretinstrmee, and to the

diggings of the different roads, the western bank has
been much defaced, it having rescmbled the east-
erna good deal, in its native state 5 though 2 small fla
always cxisted alitile below,

In 1797, The Rev. Thomas Ellison, of Albany,
and the Patreon, both Regents of the University, vis-
ited the Cherry-Valley Academy, and then extended
their journey to Cooperstown, where the former
preacked in the court house.  This was the first thne
serviee, according to the rites of the Protestaut Iipis-
copal Chureh, was ever performed o the place.

. =24 i

CHAYPIER V.

11709, the Itev. Yol Frederick Ernst, a Lutlieran
clergyman, settled in Cooperstown, under a tempo-
rary arrangement with the inhahitants, to perforn re-
ligious service,  Perlinps 3r Lirnst, who was a na-
tive of Germnny, was the only person of biis owrl per-
sunsion i the village, aud the reason of this selection
was connecied with a hope of gewing the benelit ol a

bequest made for the purposes of cducation and reli.
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giouz instruction, by the late Lev. Mr. Harwick,
This hope proved fallacious, and Mr. Ernst remained
hut two or three years in the place, though lie pur-
chased property init, and his descendants in the fourth
generation are now to be found among us.  Mr. Erust
was the sccond regulurly cmployed elerzyman in
Cooperstown, thongh, owing to lis peculiar sect, he
can hardly be said to have had a reyular e¢hureh.

The first law for establishing a post route from
some cohveuient point on the hine of post route be-
tween Albany and Canandaigna, *through Cherry-
Valley to the conrt house iu Cooperstown, 1u the
couuty of Otsego,” was passed ou the 8th May, 1704
The posi office was fivst opened i the village June
Ist, 1791, Joscph Griflin, postinaster. The mail arrl-
ved weckly for some years ; iithen eame twice o
week s then thrice; then daily; and several varia-
tions occurred even after this, the daily mail not hay-
ing been permanently established, as at present, until
about the year 1821,

L 1594, the flev, Jolin dceDdomald, of the Scoteh
Seceders, was wrested for debt in this village, bailed,
and was placed on the limits. Me. MeDonald during
his imprisonment preached regularly in the gourt
house, though e hisd na culdly supporring himself by
instructing o fow clussical seholars. lle went away
w1200,

'h resbyterinns and Congregationalists, tn an
The Presbyterinns and Congregntionalists, in anid
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about Ceoperstowi, fortned themsches into a legnl
society on the 2t of December, 3793, The spiritual
organization of this cliurch took place on the 16th of
June, 1808, Isnac fewis moderator of the meeting,
Ou the Ist day of Ociober, 1800, the Tlev. Isaac Lewis
wis tnstalled the paster of the aforesuid charel and
congregation. e was the first veenlarly and perina-
nently seitled clergyvinon in Cooperstown, and he
officiated aliogether in the academy, as Mr. Ernst had
doue during his stay.,  Iis connceticn with this
elhitireh was diszolved in 1805,

The Rev. Willim Nelll was ordiined and installed

asthesucersgorof Mr Towis it 1206, Thiscommection

wasdissolved in 1809, 1n 1510, e Bev. Johin Chester

Cwas engaged for a few mouths to 101 the pulpit of this

ehurch,  On the 7th of Febraary, 1511, the ey,
Johu Smith was ordained and installed as the sucees-
sor ol Mr. Neilll This eonncction continged unhl
the year 1333, On the 20th day of Novesder, 1S3,
the Ttev, Alfred I Coumpbell was installed as the 2uc-
cexsor of Mr Smitle The departure of M. SBuith,
sund the ecanses which induced it, being of a sphritial
chinracter, were commerted with a separation of this
conrregation into 1wo covgregations, one of which
Beld s relivious worshipin the eonrt house sined 1o
the great hall of the # 1all)” the Tnter buildor being
at that tone nnoecapied by any persoi bt o keeper,

“Fhis diviston was healed on the oceweion of the eadl
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of Mr. Cipbell, who is stili the paster of the reuni-
ted congresations,

Onthe 10th duy of September, LDU Miss Cooper,®
the eldest dueughter of Judge Coaper, a young lady
in the 23d year of ber age, was killed by a fall frour a
liorse.  1ler funeral sermon was preached by the
Rev. Danicl Nazly, of the Protestant Fpiscopal Church

*This FOg Tadv, who had Leen edoeated o the sehools
below, ﬂud wlio, fFom having aecowpupiedd her father i his
afiteind vixats oo seat of "U\Lrunu'm WS ]wrii s 43 eXten-
stvely and Foeornbly kuown b the ebddle sates, as any fomale
of her years, was umiverstly veoretteds Sl had ngproved
feer letzure by exionsbve reading, Tud was 2 model of the do-
mesite vietics,  Durings his visit to this country, M. de Tabley-
rotd passed o fow daye e Conperstown, where he weas o b

mate of the Gmily of Judge Cooper. The Otzera Hevadd, of

Crotsler 33705,
then o bep

conlains the fullowing acrestic on Miss Coaper,
iteenth vear, which vaulivton aseribies o the
celebirated diplunate. We give it asa literary t-ur|0-|1v, rither
than us o vy wlidess speelicn of poetry, .lllhulwh it Is aniic
respectable Inalie fatter pount ol viow,

Admalde plilesaphe an pJ"n:'r"ns de son age,

N bes teis, ni lee lienx n'alterenat son eepric:

Ne eddant qn' i o= gonds, sitnabe ot s (:'I;I];:gf.‘.
At milien des \h,ﬂ‘rt-,, wlh. lit, ponse, devit.

Cultivez, he “l.. \nu.l, votre gont paur Pétte

ChL e sausall et rmul( mupiuwr sonn i

Ofzero 0zl paz oni—anis, ot ezt habitude; N
Paris v déptairait fort au prealer motend ;

Tt q!li jnlli[ Ao sot duns une soliimde,

Tewdrt au taonde, of sur deu Bive Pornemeut,

Bliss Coeper wis Rilled G dre pmblie Divhway, abouta mile
from the re-pdenve ot Generad Mol o e wwn of Botiers
mnds, where gomopnnent line stonnd three I]mI\. SCVIE VNS e
comuremorate the = cvent She i aetereel Ta the Taeviozgs
rrenaticd al” her o 11\ nreder n slib, fhat sincdarly . nuuf“i:
\\!|t|t P ia e pilol E;\ sne foe [Il:- fies, written by Tier vather,
does pot eveal comall hier e !
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and she was interred according to the rites of that
chureh, which were now performed for the first time
in this village.  Mr. Nash, since so well known in his
own church, for his apostolic simplicity, under the
name of  Father Nash,” was then a missionary in the
county. T'rom this time lie began to extend lis zer-
vices tn Cooperstown, aud on the first day of Jaunary,
1811, a chureh was legally organized, under the title
of * Christ Church, Cooperstown”  This was the
second regularly established congregation in the
place.  On the same day, the ey, Dantel Nash was
chosen Rector of Christ Church, whicl offive, through
the delicacy of the elergyman who succeeded him in
its duties, he informally held, down to the period of
Bis death, in 1836, In 1218, Mr. Frederick T, 'L
fany wns engaged by Clirist Churely, as alay reader.
Tlis gentleman was admitted to Deacon's orders in
1820, 1 St. Jolin’s Chwrel, New York, and to Priest's
orders in Christ Churcli, Cooperstown, in 1823, Ly
the Rizht Reverend hishop Hobart, and lis connee-
tion hins continued with the ehurch down to the pre-
sent inoment.

101822, the Rev. Dr. Orderson, a clergyman from
Barbadoes, {West Tudies,) officinted oceasionally in
the chureh, for several months. Whilst here, the hon-
orary dearee of D, 1. was conferred upon him by the
fuculty of Union College.

Phe Methodizt persuasion has had serviee, from time

1
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to time, for more than {orty years inthe village, acea-

sionaily with regularity, and, at intervals, with long -

nermissions,  Irom the disvipline and svstem of
this chinrel:, it iz impossible for us to give any accurate
aceount of the different clergymen employed.

The Universalists orgmnsed thelr society on 1.}.19
20th April, 1831, under the name of the “ Eccond
Thriversulist Seeiety of Gtzego,” another existing In
the township. At this moment, this congregation
possesses about eighty members. The Rev, Job
Potter wns the first pastor, having been nstalled
iS31. Hewns succeeded by the ev, O Whistan, in
July, 1836,

Tlie Buptist Charel was organized the 2st Jann-
ary, 183 Blder Raymond, who stifl ofliciates, being
the first pustor.  This seet has oeensionally Lad ser-
vice in the village for near forly years alkso, the Inp-
ttams near the * Otsegn Nock™ being of froquent oe-
currenee about the commencement of the ceatury.

The first edifice constructed for relizious worship
in the village of Cooperstown, was crected by the”
Preshyterians, on the east side of West Sireet, he-
wween Third and Fourth Srrects, in 18030 It is
of wood, being 64 feet Tomge by 50 foet fu widily, aving
w tower and cupoly pinety feet high,  Tn 1835, this
Luilding was extensively altered and repatred, and it
comtinues to be the place ol worship of its courrea-

r

tion.  This denomiwtion parchased the Louse that

ST —— U R S EE

o v £ A

e e A T b

i am







PR

COOPERBTOVWN, Hr)

stauds on the south east corner of Third and YWest
Streets fora parsonage, in 1838, for the sum of £1,600.

In 1807, the Lipiscopalians erected a brick build-
ing, 51 fect long, and 40 fect wide, as their plave of
worship, Tt was consecrated by the Right Neverend
Bishop Moore on the 8th day of July, 1810, This
building stands on the west side of Water Street, also
betweeu Third and Fourth Streets, and in a line with

the house first named. This denomination built a

rectory an the south west corner of Water and Third
Streets, or adjoining the churel yard, in 3332, The
Iatter building cost about 81,200, exclugively of the lot.

Tiie Berhodists erected a wooden building with a
tower, having no spire or cupola, on the west side of
Chesnut Street, in 1817, 1t hias vever been painted,
and the servieein itis still very nregular.,

In 1933, the Universalists erecied a wooden bmild-

cing on the north eastern corner of Third and West

Streets, with a tower and pinacles. Tt s 50 feer

" long, und 38 wide, and stands on the site of the old

Academy, the latter huilding having been destroyed
by fire on the 3tst day of Marely, 1609, This cloreh
with thie lot, cost about 23,000,

The Baptist's crected a ehnrel in 1835—06. Tiis 54
feet Iy 40, und has a dowme 60 feet Ligh, The house
and ol cost about 23,000,

These five buildings are all that huve ever been
erceted for the purposes of pullic worship, inthevil

lage, aud they are all now standing.
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CHAPTLR V.

Setween the years 1705 and 1833, the growth of
Coaperstown was gradunl but steady. A docunent
exvists to show that in January of the Iatter year, the
vitlagze contained seventy five dwelling houses, thirty
four barnz, and three hundred and forty nine inhabi-
tants.  No account exists of the numbhey of steres and
shaps, which probably would have raised the total of
thie buildings, exclusively of barns &c., to about one
Lbundred. 'The funilies werenot yet large, as this
ncenunt gives less than five souls to cach dwelling-
house.

 Apple 1ill" was carly selected by Richard Yeni-
more Cooper, Esquire, as the site for a house, and
during the summier of 200, Le coused the present
lwilding to be erected.  Thiz was the second house in
the place, that was erected off the line of the streets,
or which had the charneter of aviila.

John Miller crected ahovse in hricks, in the sum-
wer of 1302, also. W stand= ow Lis S, but within
the preseut Linits of the village, and is the second
Lutlding in the place thet waz not constrneted in wond.

To 1201, .Jml;__r'z: Coopor cuused o stane dwelling to

Pe construeted on the south west corner of ¥Water and
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Second Streects, for hix dauglter, wha was then mar-
ried to Mr. George Pomeroy, o native of Massachu-
setts, who had becomne a resident of the yplace, in the
yeer 1501, 'This wos the fiest stone huilding in the
village. : L

Between the years 1705, and 1802, John Russell,
Elijal M. Metcalf and Rlobert Camphbell, Esauires,
also becane residents of Cooperstown, in which place
they have since held conspicuons =ocinl or politicol
stations. Al three of these geutlemen married in the
village, and their descendants in the secend and third
generations, now form a portion of its populatiot.
Judge Metcall' died in 1321, but the other two are still
living, M Musscll was the sceond member of con-
gress ever elected {rom the place, and Mr. dleicalt was
in the legislature of the state two terms,

In 1281, a man dressed in a satlor's jacket, without
stockings, or neck-cloth, bat eleanly, and othierwise of
respectable appearance, aud who =eemed to be be-
tween forly and fitty, presented hunscll to Juwdye
Cooper, with a reguest to kuoyw whethier asmall plece
of low meadow lund, that Jies hetween * Fenhore™
and the village, was 10 be sold.  The answer was in
the affirmative, but the applicant wasinfonmned that, on
ageount of its position, the price would he refatively
bigh, atneunting to a considerable sum. Fhe stran-
eer requested thint a deed nught nediately he made

of it, und he counted down the maney in gold, giving
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Lis name as Fsaias 1lausman.  Mr. Haonsman left
the 11all the owner of the 1ot in question; which has
ever since been known as the ¢ ITausman Lot The
habits, attainments and character of this man soon
attracted attention.  lle spoke five or six of the living
languages, and had a tolerable knowledge of the
classics. [MHelived eutirely aloue,inasmallhouse he had
caused to he built on bis purchase, and in the rudest
manner,  Oeeasionadly he would disappear, and his
absences somctimes extended to months,  He fre-
quently spoke of his past life, thoual it is uot known
that he ever gave any connceted or explicit Listory of
his origin, or of the events that led him to America,
According to his own aceounts of his adventures, he
had served tn the Tmperial army, and he was once
heard to sy that the death of Robespicrre alone saved
Lis fromn the block.  Casual remarks of this nature
hiereased euriosity, when Haustnan beeame nore re-
served, and le soon ceascd to touch at all on the
eventz of bis past life.  Somctime about the year
1203, he bad been absent’several months, whew it was
dizcovered that he was tenching Hebrew to the presi-
dent of one of the easiern colleges,  Phis occupation
did not last long, however, for he was roon hack
again, in bis huton the lake shore.  Fnothis manner
s singalar man passed mouy _v(‘:lrs; appuarcutly un.
determiined ju lis purposes, vude, aoul even coarse In

many of Iis hubits, but always courteous and totel-
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fligent, e died at Iferkimer, in 1812, and without
making any particular revelations concerning himself,
of Jus family. © As he dicd intestate, bis property es-
cheated, the lot on thic shore of the Jake Leing sold by
the publie.  Ttissaid that a considerable sum in gold
was found in a purse that he wore between his shoul-
der-blades,

Nothing further was ever known of Esaias Haus-
man. e was certainly shrewd and obscervant, and
his acquisitions, whicliwere a little exaggerated, prob-
ably, by vulgar report, were of that kind whiel de-
notes in Europe, a respectable cducation.  IHe hiad
not the appearance or manpers of a Polish gnnt]el{um,
for he ealled himself a Pole, and the most probable
conjecture concerning him, a ¢onjecture that we be-
fieve is sustained by some of his own remarks, made
him a Jew. The nowe is German, but the people

of that persuasion olteu aszsume new appellations,

"The estate which is bounded by the Susquebannab
and Lake Otwsego, on the west, belonged to Henry
Bowers, Eequire.  Ou the deatl of this gentleman,
it descended to his only sou, John B Tlowers, Es-
quire. At a very carly period, the land mmediately
around the euilet, and of course opposite to Coopers-
town, was cleared and a farm house erected. On his
marriage, bowever, Dr. Dowers deternined to reside
on hiz property, and to build at this spet. Ile came
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into the village in 1803, accordingly, where he re-
sided, for a short time, and comnieneed. the construe-
tion of the present heuse at * Lakelands” This
huilding was erceted in 1203, and its proprietor 1ok
possession of it in 1804, Eince that time it Lias con-
tinued to be the residence of the gentleman who
caused the house to be buoid. This place is not
within the limits of Cooperstown, or even in the
township of Otsego, but standing within musket-shot
of tre former, its whabitantz preperly beleng to our
cotmutty.

In 1797, the masons erccted u Jlall on the north
cast corner of Iront and West Streets, which is still
standing. :

The popalation of Coopersiown underwent essen-
tial chianges, between the vears 1200 and 1506, Al
the lawyers ortginally settded in the village, without an
exeeptinon, had rensoved, and their places hiad been
supplicd by anew set. The same alterations alse oc-
curred mone the merchants, whe have frequently
chanped sinee the settleneent of the country. Of the
latter, My Lawrenee MeNamee, who opened a store
in the village in Is(r2, 15 the only ane who las con-
tinued in the same oeeuption, and in the saune place,
down to the present time.

The only hookstore b the village, or that has ever
been in the village, that of the Messrs. Phinney, has
been continued sinee 1593, also, in the sawe Guuily,
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setween the years 1800 and 1810, the growth of
the village, without being rapid, was regulur and res-
pectable. Many places that, a few years previousty,
were much inferior to it i size and wealiy, now began
to surpass it, butits own popnlation gradually grew
easier in their eircwnstances, am‘l, as o matter of
course, enlarged thelr monner of living.  Still, the

people depended chiefly onthetrade of the few adjoin- -

iny towns, on the presence of the ecounty buildings,
and on guch of the more ordinary manufactures, as
found consumers in the vicinity. .

On the 22d December, 1800, died William Cooper,
Esquire, the ariginal proprictor, after whom the
villnge was named. Judee Cooper was in his fifty sixth
year, at the time of his death, wud his connection with
the place had continued near twenty four years.  Tor
nineteen, e bad been a regular inhabitant of the vil-
lage. 1le died in Albany, and wus interred iu the
burying grotind of his fumily, in Clirist Chureh Yard.
To the euterprise, encrey and capacity of this gentle-
man, the county of Otsego iz more indebted for its
papid Sct'rls.'mm;t, thau to those of any other persen.

A law was passed in 1804, for the crection of anew
coust house and gnol for the county of Otsega. The
counuiszioners appointed for that purpose, seleeted a
spat adittle remate from the contre of the village, on
the south cide of the tirnpike, and west of Chesaut

Sweer. ITere a hnilding was constructed in 15067,
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Tt 13 56 feet long aud 50 feet wide, and has been used
evar since for the public service. It i3 of bricks, and
the court room is capacious and convenient. The gaol
is i the lower story, and is crowded and incon-
venieut.  The gaoler has also rooms in the building.

A fire-proof county-clerk’s office was construected
ear the court house, in 1814,

‘I'te removal of the court honse to the extreme
western ltmits of the place, has had no sensible effect
on the dircetion taken by the village in its growth, but
a very few houses having been since erected in that
quarter of the town.  Fhe old court honse, gaol and
taveny, were forn down in 1810, and a range of brick

stores was ¢reeted ou the lot, in 18] 1.

i the year 1803, a market house was erected inthe.

centre of Fair Street, about half way Letween 1ront
and Second Strects. The attempt to induce the
butchers, aud the people of the surreunding eoumry
to use it, however, failed, and the buwlding was re-
moved into West Street, and converted into a school
house, in 1809, or goon after the destruction of the
acadewny by fire,

On the 3d day of April, 1807, a law wns passed
authoriziug the inhabitants of the village of Coopers-
town, to elect trustees, under an act of ncorporation,
wlich styled the place the “ Village of Otsepo.” This
change of nwane arose from party polities, and the

majority of the fnhnbitants of the villuge beinyg op-
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puscd to the measure, eleeted trustees, who rendered
the law a dead leuter, by declining to do any thing
under its provisions.

June 12th, 1312, a new act was passed, incorpo-
rating the place, by the nume of “ Fhe Village of
Cooperstownn,” under whicli luw, the people proceeded
immediately to organize the local govermuent. T3y
the act of incorporation, as sinece amended, the people
clect annually five trustees, who choose theic own
president.  "The people also eleet a clerk and treasu-
rer, three asscssors, a pathmaster, and constable,
The board of trustees possesses powers to pass bye-
laws for the security of the villngy, in cases of fire 3
to prevent obstruetions in the streets, or other nuisan-
ees; dur regulating the streets s for lighting the same;
erceting public pounds, and for nlting wharves,
docks, &e. &e. No tuxes, however, exceeding four
hundred dolars w total amonnt, shall Le Iaid in any
one year.  The village charter was amended Aprd
30, 1524, the Hinits of the corporation being consid-
eraldy extended. Iy the plan of Judge Coaper, the
village plat originally contained one lumlied and
twelve acres, as has been stated, whereas the present
Loundaries probably nclisde wore than forr himdred
aeres, thongh not more thona dird of this surface
can be xaid to be actually vecupied by the streets aned
dwellings.

In 1¥12, at the time of the incorporation of the
Fa
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place, Cooperstown contsined ¥33 bouscs &ee., 57
barns, and GE6 iuhabitauts.  January, 1216, there
were 183 houses, offices und shops, 63 burns, and
B30 inhalitauts.

A sinall fire engine was purchased by the village,
in 1812, and a seeond was presented to it by the heirs
of Judge Cooper, in 1815,

The busiuess of Cooperstown became enlarged in
consequence of the establizhment of manufactories,
inits vicimty, This enterprise wus commenced in
1809, by the ercetion of the Union Cotton Manufacto-
ry, on the Oalks; since that time, many other shilar
works have heen consiructed in the neighberhood.
In the village itself, worlis of various kinds have been
gradually established, inereasing the wealdh and add-
ing to the industry of the place.

After the erection of the rauge of stores on the old
court liouse lot, a better style of building was intro-
duced for similar purpeses.  Since that time, most of
the stores, and many of the principal shops have
been constructed in brick or stone.

The late Lsane Cooper, Lisy. conituenees! the Louse
called # Ldgewater,” in 1518, and yemoved into it in
1314,  This building, which is sixty ¢ix feet long, by
forty five in wichh, is one of the bestin the place.

The restdence of Mr. Thenry Phinvey, on Chesnit
Streat, was ‘comnpenced b 1513, and completed in
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COOPERSTOWN. 67

1816, Thizis also one of the principal dwellings in
the village.

Richard Fenimere Cooper, Esq. died in Albany, in
March, 1313, and was brought to this place for inter-
ment. T'his gentleman, when a youth, sceompanied
his father to Otsego, and was one of the oldest inhabi-
tants of the village. His son and grandehildren still
exist in the place.

In 1803, a second newspaper, William Andrews,
editor, was established under the name of the % Im-
partinl Observer.”  This print soon passed into the
hands of Jolin 1f. Prentiss, Isq., and its name was

changed to that of ¥ Cooperstown Pedernlist,™  Ata

still later day the titde of this paper was changed to
that of the  Freeman’s Jeurual,” under which ap-
pellation it is etill known, With the exception of a
short intervul, the same editor and proprietor has Leen
at the bead of the estublishment, for about twenty nine
years.

A paper called the * Wateh Tower,” was et up
in opposition to the * Couperstown Federalist,” in
1814, Isracl W. €lark, cditor.  In May, 1217, this
praper was transferred to Ldward B, Crandal, wha ve-
matued its editor unnl its discontinuanee, in 1531,

The * 'Tocsin” was established in 1520, but ook
the name of the © Otzezo [Tepublicin,™ in 1231, under
which ttle 1 sti exists, .

In July, I813, dicd Efile Plinney, sy, aged |
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ifly eight.  The arrival of this geutleman in the vil-
lage, has already beer mentioned.  Mr. Phinocy was
otie nfthe Judges of the county court for several years,
and continued to control the “ Otsego Terald” to the
period of Liis death.  "The paper was poblished by his
sons, I, & E. Phinuey, until the year 1321, when it
was discoutiuued, afier an existence of 26 years,

In 1214, the ehildren of Augustine and Susannal
Prevost, who Juad purchased the judzment of John
Morton, against their grandlather, George Croghans
which was the oldest judguent on reconl, atfcwpted
to revive thesame by Beire Facias against all the terre”
tenants on Cooper’s Patent. This measure of course
made all the freeholders in the village purties in the
guit. The executors of Judge Cooper, however,
managed the defence.  The proccedings conuected
with this law suit, Jasted several years, when ihey
were discontinued in eonscruence of the stutitte of
fiitetions, s the heirs of Susannall Prevost, who
was the devizee of George Crozhan, eld aszetsto more
than the winount ol the judement, in conrequence of
a failure of tide through wformadity, under oue of
the judgment sales aguinst their aneestor, there ean
e no doubt that had the Baue buen trled on s merits,
the defondants would have previnled, withont having
reconrae to the agrecinent of 1773, aecording to
whicly, the lauds were 1o have been sold, nratly to

satisfy the ndwment of Governor Frankho, or that
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under which the terre-tenouis held, secondly, to pay
the mortyage of Thoinas Whartoa, and lastly, to sat-
13{y this very judgment, which it was now attenupted to
revive, after a lapse of forty years,

On two severnl occasions, officers of the federal
gavernment established recrulting parties in this vil-
lage. The first was in 179D, duriug the guasi-war
with I'rance ; Licut. Joseph C, Cooper,who sneeeeded
in enlisting about thirty men in the county, com-
manding the parfy. The second cecasion occurred
during the war of 1812, whenr o considerable detach-
ment of rifleinen was recruiled in the vicinity, and
collected in the village, under Capt. Grosvennr,

In the way of irregular troops, there have been sev-
eral velimteer corps in Cooperstown, thougzh none of
any permanency, with the exception of the Ariillery.
The Hrst artillery company was established in 1703,
William Ablot, Captain, Samuel Huriington first
Lieutenant, and George Walker, 2. T'he picees of
this cempauy entirely supplanted the ** Cricker,” and
since that time the villagers have never been without
regular brass guns for their parades and festivals

A volunteer company of horse was established in
1794, Captain Benjamin GrifTin, commandant, Mafn}'
persons now living, ean reeollect a celebrated sham
fight between this cavalry and @ party of wen dis-
ruised as Indinns,  T'he charges of the horse, on that
oseasion, are desceibed as having heen lafhitely se-
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vere, At that time, the log fences, a good deal de-
cayed, inclosed a great portion of the two principal
blocks of the place, and the manner in which the
cavalry got over them and through them, probably
cansed as much surprise to themselves 8§ to the spee-
tators, In this part of the {icld cspecially, the ludi-
ans are said to have discovered much the grearest
wddress, although hoth parties, as usual, elaimed the
vicrory. .

The first regular organization of the militin, in this
purt of the country, appenrs to have }:al;cu place in
the year 1798, although detached comnpanies existed
previonsly,  Jacoh Morris, Esq. of Butternuts, was
the first Brigadlcr General appointed, and Francis
Ilenry, Esq. the first Colonel ol the regiment which
ineluded the village.  Johu Heward was thetirst Cap-
tain of the ordinary nilitia company of the beuy,
Captain Howard was unfortunately drowned in the
Susquehannall the next year, in making a noble
cfinrt to save a person who had got beneath some
floodwood, and he was sueeceded by William Bpraguac,

Tar aloug tune wller the commencement of the
village, Ceoperstown sutivred but little from lives s
several small batldings, it 1 1wy were burned ot it
ferent thues, but the first considerable contlasration
ocentred ou the nivht of the 3t of Mareh, =200,
when the printing-otiive of 1L & L, Phinney ook tive.

The flames were comuunicated to a new dwelling.
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house, belonging to William Dowse, Esq. and Loth
were eonsumed,  Fhese fJuiIdings stood on West
Street. The next day the Aeademy was also destroyed
in the sumé way, and no attempt has ever been made
te rebuild it

A dwelling-house and store, standing on Zceond
Sireet, and oceupied by Joseph Wilkinson, were des-
teoyed by fire, Mareh 17th, 1844,

Acdeng range of store-houscs, belonging te the estate
of Judge Cooper, also standing on Second Street, was
burned down in the winter of 1813, A part of this
range was composed of the old “ Manor liouse,”
which lind been converted into a store-honse.

‘Fhe next consilerable couflagration ocenrred on
the night ofthe 27th of Apnil, 1218, when a fire breke
ont in the hatter’s shop of Ralph Worthington, and
it was not subdued untif it luud consumed all the
buildings on the iaorth side uf Second street, betwween
the west corner of Lair Sireet and the ailey culled
Beaver Alley, making six huildings altogether.  “Uhis
is much the most considerable fire that ever oceurred
witltiu the liits of the village, . ' ‘

But the swrmner of 1823, was a serjous time for the
inhabitants of the village of Cooperstown, A sueces-
sion of fires took place, noder circumstances that
searce leave a doubt that they were mostly, if not en-
tirely, the cets of au incendinry,  'Fhe * Tannery”
was consumed on the night of the 12th of July. Ou
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a thoreugh examination of the facts, it was gencrally
believed it had beenr set on fire. « A stone house,
which had been ereeted at *¢ Fenimore,” by J. FPeni-
more Cooper, L., between the years 1814 aud 1317,
was the next consumed.  This place, which, likc
“Lukeland&-,"stands\\'illwutthf,-villagclimits,properiy
belongs to the village commuuity, and the principal
dwelling was of considerable size and of a good finish,
having all the conveniences of a conntry residence,
The houwsze was not completed, nor rnhabited, though
it contained all the wood work, and =« large amount
of valuable lumber.  As it stood quite alone, in the
centre of an extensive lawn, there ean be bat little
doubt that it wns set on fire. T'his house was des~
troyed to the naked walls.

Several barus, which stood in the most compact
parts of the village soon followed. Tortunarely the
imjury, in few of these cases, extended beyond the
buildings whiel first took fire. The incendiary, or
incendinries, were wever satisfactorily discovered,
theuzh plausible conjeetures have been made.

Since the recent alterations aud repairs of the
# Hull” Lhave becu going o, a window has Leen
opened, and a place has heen discovered where tinder,
oiled cotton, burnt mutches aml other combustibles
were lying together, leaving Lule donbt that ane, il
not more alletnpts were wade oy destroy that huilding
also, and probahly abuuit the same tine,
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There are other jnstances in which there is rea-
son to suppose that incendiaries had been at work in
the village, one of which is a reeent ense of a firein
the court house.  "Flis building was discovered to be
onfire, ahout four o’clock on the maornirg of the 24th
of May, 1837, but the flames were subdued hefore
they had done much injury.  Omne of the prisoners in
the gaol was suspeeted of having set the buillding on
fire, though the charge could not be substantiated.

Of lute, searcely n year paszes without one or more
fires, whicl: usually proceed from defective or badly
secured stove-pipes, but no strocture of any impor-
tance has been consumed.  Indeed, itis the subject
of surprise that uo considerable dwelling-house has
ever been destroyed by fire, within the village of
Cooperstown, with the exception of that of Mr.
Dowse, aud of one or two of scecandary value and
size, which were bumned in the great fire of 18IS,
Almost every othcr' building that has been burncd,
has been eithera shop, a har, or astore.

Cisterns for the collection of water have been sunk
iu the streets ; hiooks and ladders, fire-buclkets and

hose are provided, and considering the size of the

place, the provisions agajust fire are respectable. The.

firemen have usually been found active and bold, and
cazes have often oceurred in which they have saved

lirge portions of the village,
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The socicty of Ceoperstown received considerable
accessions between the yeurs 1805 and 1820, Scveral
young lawyers established themselves in the place,
among whom were Williin Dowse, George Morell,
Samuel Starkweather, Joseph S. Lyman, Liben B.
Morehouse, fY. Flagg and A. L. Jordan, squires.
Mr. Bforell removed to Michigan in 1832, andis at
present one of the Judges of the Supreme Court of
that state. DMr. Lyman was elected to congress in
1818, but died during his term of service.  Mr. Dowse
was also elected a member of congress at a still earher
day, but never took his seat, having died previously
to ilke meeting of that bedy, Bessrs, Jordan and
Ilagye ramoved from the village after a few years res-
idence. Mr. Flage diedin one of the southern states,
shorily afier lie Jeft here.

The village Ius given tie following members to the
congress of the United States, to wit; William
Cooper, wlto wus first elected in 1704, Jaha Nussel,
Tisg, who was elected o 204, John M, Bowers,
Lisq. who sat part of a session in I813—14, but lost
his scat in consequence of a deecision of the house.
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COOPERSTOWN, 75

William Dowse, Lzq. elected in 1812, and died as
glready mentioned. Joseph 8. Lyman, Esg. elected
in 1818, and died in 1821, and John II. Prentiss, Esq,
who is the sitting member.

r» The county of Otsego, has for several years, com-
posed a congressional district by itself, and of eleven
members chosen at different perieds from the county,
six have been residents of Cooperstown.

Several ather gentlemen hecame residents of the
place during the period alrcady weutioned, and con-
tinned to increase aud linprove its society ; among
these were Messre. Edmeston, Aitehison, Augustine
Prevost and G. W. Prevost. A singular fatality at-
‘tended the three first of these gertlemen,  Col. Pre-
vost was lost in the well known shipwreck of the Al-
bion packet. DMr. Ldineston was drowned while
bathing, and JMr. Aitehison foll by his own hand
during an access of fever. Neither of these melan-
choly events oceurred in the village.

Five deaths by drowning, in the lake, have occur-
red among the inhabitants of the village since the set.
tlement of the lace.

The village was much iwnproved by the fire of 1913
stotie and brick buildings having been prineipally
erected in the place of those destroyed.

The first publie house in Conperstown, as has heen
said alrcady, was kept by William Ltison, on Water
Street, near the outlet.  Iut the first public house of






6 CIIRCNICLES OF -

any note, was the old * Red Lion,” kept by Joseph
Griffin, on the projecting corner of West and Second
Streets.  'I'his building, whicl ot different times has
been much enlarped, repaired and improved, has eon-
tinied to be one of the principal funs of the phace for
forty-six years. The old sign, which was painted by
an amateur artist, 1L R, 8mith, Bsq. the first sheriffof
the county, stoad for many years ; but to the great re-
gret of the older inhabitants of the place, it has been
made to disappear, before some of the raore ambitious
improvements of the day, the houze being now called
the * Bagle Tavern.”

T'he second public house of any eouzequence, was
the “ Blue Anchor,” kept by William Cooli, on the
corner dingonally opposite to the ** Tled Lion;” this
house was in much request for many years among all
the genteeler portion of the travellers,  Its Liost was a
man of singular bumors, great heartiness of character,
and perfect integrity.  1le had been the stewnrd of
an Faglisii Dast-Indiaman, and enjoyed an enviable
reputation in the village for his skill in mixing puneh
and fip.  Ou llely-days, a stranger would have been
apt to mistake him for one ol the magnates of the land,
as Le invariably appeared ina drab coat of the style of
3776, with buttens as larre as dollars, hreeches,
striped stockines, buckles that envered half lis toot,
and a cocled hat [ige envuzh to extinguizh him. The
Landlord of the “Blue Anchor™ was a general fivorite,
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his laugh and his pious oaths having become histori-
eal.

There were many other taverns in the place,
the most consideralie of which was © Washington
1fall.™  TItstood on the north side of Second Street,
oue door fronm the corner of Fair Strect.  This house
at one period was in more request than any other in
the place, but not wntil the funciions of the landlord
of the © Blue Anchor” had ceased.

In 1832, the housc adjoining the old ** Washington
I1al}"” was removed, and a spacious inn was erected
on its site ; thisis at the enstern corner of Second ond
Fair Streets, and the inn is known Ly the name of
“ Union Iall.”

A tavern was kept by Daniel Olenderf, on the
north-east corner of Second and Chesnut Streets for
several years. This liouse was probably in more de-
mand than any other that has been keptin the village,
but it was discontinued in the carly part of the present
year, though it is stillin request s a boarding house.
The * Fagle Tavern™ and * Union ITall” are now
the two principal inns of the place, the first being the
stage house.

According to the census of 1820, the population of
the village had increased to 1000, and in 19235 it was
rednced to 857, while in 1830, it was 1115, By the
census nf 18353, it was found to bhe 1190, The

growlh of the villnge has been in soine degree retarded
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by the mania for western emigration, and there was a
period at the commencement of the century, when
Judge Ceoper made large drafts on this village and
the surrounding ecountry, for settlers on his other es-
tates. The Jaw abolishing imprisonment for delt,
has also had a tendency to lessen the population of
this village, in eomnmon with thoze of all the small
eounty towns in the interior.

Notwithstanding the apparent stagnation in the
place, Cuuperstown has actaally been greatlly im-
proved witlin the last fifteen years, Several houses
have been erected in brick or stone, of respectable
dimensions and of genteel finish ; among these that of
Mr. Elihu Phinney, on West Street, that of Mr, Wik
liam Nichols, on Fair Street, that of Alr. Ellery Cury,

also on West Street, and that of 3Mr. John Hanuay,

on Second Street, are among the most conziderable.

The three last are of stone.

A lnw was paszed on the Bth day of April, 1830,
incorporating a Bank, by the tile of ‘the * Otsego
County Bank,” and a stone banking-liouse was
erected on the soutlr side ol Sccond Street, nearly op-
posite to Fair Surect, in 1831, This hank has a capi-
tal of one Imndred thousund dolars, and DNobert
Cumpbell und Henry Scott, Lsquires, both old and
respeetable inliabitorts of the villuge, have been s
prezident snd eushicr sivee the tormation of the insti-

tution.  Tlis incorporation has been well wanaged,
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aud asithas been found very serviceable to the com-
munity, while it has escaped the inputations that rest
on so many simifar cstablishiments in other places, it
is in favor, with alf the intelligent part of the po]l}ula-
tioi1

Tew of the very early heads of families in the villags
now remain ; many of those even, who came in about
the close of the Inst of the beginning of the preseut
century, are already dead, and several of those who
accompanied their parents as children, have followed
them to the grave.  Isanc Cooper, Eeq. the second
son of the proprietor, who fer many years was an ac-
tive inhabitant of the village, and who contributed lit-
tie dess than s father, to its improvement and embel-
lisliment, died en the Ist January, 1818, 1lis twe
brothers, William and Samuecl, survived him but a
short time. ’

Thomas Shanklaml, Esq. died 21st Aogust, 1
and his wifc tachel, 21st October, 1826, He wasthe
owuer of the wills south of the village at the time of

23,

his déah.

James Averell, Fisg. whode activity in business has
been already mentioned, died as Iately as December,
1536, s wife having preceeded him to the grave
about two years.

Doctor Thewas Fuller, whose practice in the vit-
lage commenaed in 17U, died on the 11th July, 1337,

Mz, Joshua Stagr, another of the old inhobitants
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died the 17th February, 1838, and his wife on the 5th
May, 1537,

Mr. Ralph Worthington and Mr. John Frederick
Ernst, both respectable residents for a Jong time, died
carly, the first on the 9t September, 1828, and the
second, on the 29th November, 1230,

Descendants of all these families existin the second
and third, and in some cases, 1n the fourth generations,

The fanihies longest resident in Cooperstown, are
the following, the date of the connnection with the
place beinyg put oppesite to the name of ench, viz:—
Cooper, (17851790 ;) Miller, (172G ;) Averell,
(1756-1788 ;) White, (1728;) Baldwiu, (1790 ; )T ul-
ter, (1791 5} Starr, (1702 ;) Griffin, (1792 ;) Ingalls,
(1793 ;) Graves, (1793 ;) Phineey, (1795;) Rus-
sell, (1706;) Yornst, (17095} Metealf, (17985} Dowden,
(1799 ;} Pemeray, (1301 5) Campbell, {1302 ;) Wor.
thington, (1802;) MeNumee, (1£02;) Mlendor(, (1802;)
T'oote, {1804 5} Beott, (1205%) Drentiss, (1203 ;) &e.
dee. &e. Tothese may be added several families that
have long been settled in the adjoining country, and

of which some of the members now reside iu the vil-

fame,  Among the latter, we find the name of Fiteh,

{1700-1814;) Clark, (1796-1812 ;) Jarvis, {1756~
1=32 5) Stowel, (1702-1822 ;) Doubleday, (1704-
1221 5) Louee, (1783-1830))  The fmﬁil_\' of Bowers
may alzo be enumeiated, though net withio the vil-

lage lusits, coming in 1803. Of the above men-
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tioned names, Messrs. Miller, White, Daldwin, Rus-
-sell, Griffin, Bowden, Cowmpbell, Pomeroy, Foote,
MeNamee, Seott, Olendorf and  Prentiss, the
original head of each family, are still living, as is also
Mr. Dowers,  John Miller is now, and indeed, for a
lonig time hasbeen,the oldest tiving settler. 11is clildren
own the preperty which he first cleared frow the for-
est. James White] a carpenter well kuown for his
industry and hard appliention to his work, is the neit
oldest gettler, and Joseph Baldwin, éuopef, is the
third; the fowrth male s Jinnes Fenbnore Cooper,
Esquire.  T'his gentleman was-borne 1789, and in

1790, was brought an infant, a year old, into the vil-

lage, with the fumily of Judge Cooper, of whick he
wus the youngest child.  His sister, Mrs. Pomeroy, is
the longest resident among the females, neither of
those already nomed as clder inhabitants, Lier own
fatlier excepted, having been married at the time of
thie_arrival of her finiily, Uhe next oldest fomaleresi-
dent, we behieve to be the wife of Joseph Baldwin. *

Of descendants, there have been four generations of
the Cooper family in the place, from father to gon.
This is the ouly iustance, we believe, in which the
fourth generation has yet been reached in the sume
naine, though it has been several tines done througle
females,  The grand-childven of the olider settlers are
in active e, however, in very many instances,

The following uanwes belong 1o faumilies, that may
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now be considerad as old inhabitants, though their
residence iz of comparatively recent date, viz. 1 .
Cory, Gregory, Nichols, G. A. Starkweather, Waler
wman, Paul, Perking, Tracy, Wilson, Spafard, Lewls,
DBesancon, 11 Cory, Cooley and Davis,

Some of the members of these families are now
among the most reapectable and useful inhabitants of
the place.

I 1325, SBamuel Nelson, Esquire, the Judge of the

Circuit Court, married the only daughter of Tudge Rus-
sell,and became an inhabitant el Cooperstown. Judge
Nelson resided some time at  Apple Hill,” but in
1329, he purchased © Fenimore,” and enlarging
the farm-house, he converted it into a spaeious and
convenient dwelling.  The walls of the ruins Ieft by
1he fire of 1823, were removed in 1826, and no traces
of that situation aow remain, but its foundatiions,
Judoe Nelson was promoted to the bench of the Su-
preme Court in 1833, and in 1836, he became its
Clief Justice.
- John 4. Dix, Fsquire, the present Secretary of
State, purchased © Apple ill,” of the heirs of R,
Tenimore Cooper, Ezq. in 1828, but sold it to Levi
C. Turuer, Esq. at his removal to Albany, on his be-
g appointed Adjutaut General.  Mr. Turner is mar-
ricd 1o a daughter of Robert Campbell, Bsq. and ix
the present owner of it heautiful sitnation,

1n 1329, Bhen 13 Morelinuse, Lsyuire, purchascid
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a few acres of Mr. Bowers, on the side of the * Vision,™
at the point where the old state road made its first turn
to asccnd the wountain, and caused a handsome
dwelling in stene Lo be constructed.  This place,
which has reeeived the appropriate name of * Wood-
side,” las been extensively embellished, and as it en-
joys the wdvantage of possessing a beautiful pive
grove, it is generally estcemed one of the most dest a-
ble residences of the neighborlicod. © In 1836, M.
Morehouse gold * Woodside” to Samuel Wootton
Beall, Esquire, a native of Maryland, who had mar-
ried inte the funily of Cooper.

After the death of the late Isase Cooper, Esquire,
the house at  Lidgewater’” was sold.  An abortive at-
tempt was made to get up a female school, and this
house was sltered, in order to meet such an object.
This project fuiled, and in 1634, the property vas seld
to Theodore Keese, Psquire, of New-Yark, by whom
it ias been repaired, snd the grounds restored to their
original beauty, snd indeed improved. Mr. Ilcese
uses “ Bdgewater” as a summer residence, having
married imo the family of Pomeroy.

The * Hall” haviue passed inte the hands of J.
Yenimore Cooper, Fsquire, that gentleman, shortly
after bis return from Lurepe, or, in 1834, had it ex-
tensively repaired, and a good deol altered. Theronf
had rotted, and it was replaced by anew oue onthe
old inclination, but the walls of the building were
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raised four feet,  On these were placed battdements
amlbravy cornices in brick, that add altogether eight
fuct to the elevation of the building.  "Fhe distance
between the rows of the windows was inereased three
fvet, by filliug in the lower ends of the upper windows,
andby placing new stools, theneeessary height having
been ohtained above.  Much ornamental rick wark
kas beew added, md the effect has been altogether ad-
vantugeous, Al the floors of the second story have
alzo lieen raised, giving to the prineipal rooms a better
height than they formerly possessed, while those above
have been improved in the same way, by the addition
to the general height of the bulding.  Appropriate
entrauces have been made on both frouts, that are
better suited to the style of architecture and to the
clinate than the ancient stoops, and two Jow towers
have béen added to the east end, which contrinte
preatly to the combort of the house, as a resideuce.
e improvements and alterations aee still proceeding
slowly, and this dwelfing, which for ten or twelve
vears was nearly dezerted, promises to be one of the
Lest countey Lonses in the slate, again,  Fhe gronnds
have also been enlarged and altered, the present pos-
scssor alming at what i3 called an Enghsl garden.
During the life of Judge Cooper, these grounds con-
tained about three neres, hut they are now enlirged
o near five,

reat improvements have been wuade in the streets
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of late years, which have been accurately graded, and
in gone instanees the side walks hove been flngued.
Tlhe carriage ways are smeoth, i general, and we
beficve no stump niow remalns s wuy of the publie
avenues.  There is a deficieney in the supply of
water, however, Cooperstowy  being less abundantiy
furnished with this great wecessury in 1893, than it
was furty years ago; for, at that time, log agqueducts
were led under gronnd, frou the western mountain
into the village.  Wells are wmumerous, thongh the
water is usually hard, and unsuited to dowestic pur-
poscs 3 luckily there are several execllent springs
within the circle of the Louses, and from these the in-
habitants obinin most of their supplics, 3 law was
passed in iSiZ?, Lo incorporate a compiy to supply
the place witl water, and it is to be hopaod that the day
is not distant when its very desirable objects will be

carpied into cficet.
et

CUHAPTER VIL

1

Having now giveu the simple and brief amuals of
the place, from the tine when the site of Cooperstown
was a wilderness, down to the present moment, we

shall eloze our Libors, with a more general aeeonnt of
H
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its actizal condition, trusting thot posterity will not
permit any period to extend beyond the memory of
wan, without adding to that whicl has een here given,
inorder that there may always exist authenticlocal an-
nals, for the information and uses of those most in-
terested.

Tlhe village of Cooperstown stands in the 44the of
nortl Intitude, aud as near as ean be ascertained front
maps, in the 76the of longitude, west from Greenwicle.
It contains within the corporate lunits, according to
an cnumeration that has been made cxpressly for this
work, the following buildings, viz :

Dwelling Housces 169
Stores 20
Shops
Qitices
Churches
Bunk

Court Iouse
Engine House

1

—_—
A

1

Total 233 .
Te these buildings may be added between sixty and
cighty barns, earringe houses, stables and minor eon-
' stractions that stand in the rear of the lots, The
buildings of ¢ Lalkelands,” ¢ Woodside™ and Feni-
more,” all of which places, though guite near the vil-
e, stand without its leral liwits, wre also omitted in

this enumeration. ¥ these latter, and some ten or
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twelve dwelling liouses that stand between  Feni-
more and Cooperstown, be tncluded, the total num-
ber, of baildings of all sorts, would not be far from three
hundred and fifiy,

The population does not probably vary muel: from
1300 souls at the present moment.

Cooperstown is better built thau commeon, for a vil-
lage of its size.  Of the dwelling houses, there are a
good many of stone or brick, as. there arce also stores
and shops, In the whole, near forty of the buildings
are of one or the other of these mwaterials.  Many of
the dwellings, besides those particularly named, are
genteelly finished, and would e considered respecta-
Lie habitations even in the larger towns.

The village is beautifully placed at the southern ¢nd
of the Lake, heing bounded on ongside by its shores,
and on another by its oudet, the Susquelromah,
The banks of both these waters ore sufliciently cle-
vated, varying from twenty to forty feet.  * Apple-
Iili" probally stauds sixty or seventy feet above the
river, which it alpost overhangs.  There is an irrezn-
tar descent from the rear of the ewn towards the

banks of the lake, and which has Leen brought to a

" regular grading in some of the streets nning north

and south. Fhe place is clean, the situation is dry,
and altogether itis one of the healthiest residences in
the state,

Lake Otsego is a shect of limpid water, exteuding,
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in o direction from N. N. East, to & 8. West, albout’

nine miles, and varying in width from about three
quarters of a mile to a mile and a balfl It hasmany
bays and points, and as the first are graceful amd
sweeping, and the last low and wooded, they contri-
bute largely to its beauty.  'The water is cool and
deep, and the fish are consequently firm and sweet.
The two ends’of the lake, withont being shallow,
deepen their water gradually, butthere are places on
its enstern side in particular, where a large ship might
float with her yards in the forest.  The greatest as-
certained depth is at a place about twe miles {rom the
village, where bottom has been got with a line of one
bandred and fifty feet. There are probably spots of
a still greater depth. The fish of the Otsego have a
deserved reputation, and, at particulpr seasons, are
taken in great abundance. Amaong those that are
edible, ‘may be mentioned the following, viz. 1 the
Inke fish, or salmon trout, the bass, cels, pereh, sun-
fish, pickerel, eat-fish, or bull-pouts, aund suckers.
The river has the white fish, aud many of the small
neigliboring stremaz are riehly supplicd with connmon
trout.  The lake fish, is Litle, if any, inferior to the
salmon, and has beew caught as large as from twenty
t thirty pounds ; those that weigh from cight 1o twelve
pounds, are not unconmmon. The basgs, or Otsego
bitas,y 15 also a delicivus Aish, rescinbling the white Gish
of the great lakes. 'Fhe pickerels and the vels are
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" both excellent of their kind, and very abundant in
their seasons,

The shores of the (Otsego are gencrally high, thouglh
greatly varied.  Oun the custern side, extends a range
of steep mountains, that variesin height from four to
six hundred feet, and which is principally in forest,
though here and there a farn relieves its acelivities.
The rond along this side of the lake is peculiarly
pleasant, and travelied persons call it one of the most
strikingly picturesque roads within their knowledge.
The western shore of the lake is alse high, though
more enltivated.  As the whole country possesses
much wood, the farms, viewed across the water, on
this side of the lake, resemble English park scenery.
Some of the glimpses of the settlement which has ob.
tained the naine of Piers, from the eircumstance that
several farmers of that family eriginally purehased
lands there, are singulurly beautiful, even as seen from
the village.

Immediately opposite to the village, on the castern
side of the valley, for the Susquelinunal winds its way
for ncar fotr dred miles through a succession of
chanuing valleys, the range of mountain termiinates,
heaving izelf upinte an izolated bonuneck, however,
before it inelts away into the plain.  "Flis rise is
called the * Vision,” and itz summmit is much fre-
quented for its views, whicll are unrivalled in 1his part
of the cmmtr}lr. The ascent is casy, by means of

{a
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roads and pathsz, and when there, the spectator gets o
bird’s eye view of the village, which appears to lie di-
rectly beneath him, of the valley, and of the lake.
The latter, in particular, is siugularly lovely, dis-
playing all the graceful curvatures of its western
shores, while the landscape behind them, embrocing
Picrs, aud the hills beyond, is one of the richest and
most pleasing rural pictures that can be offered to
the eye.  Nothing is wuanting but ruined castles and
recallections, to raizc it to the level of the scenery of
the Nhine, or, indeed, to thatol the minor Swiss vicws,

¥ Prospect Ruck,”

which lies en the same range
with the * Yision,” also offers a pood view of the vil-
lage and the valley, though i does not command as
extensive an horizon as the first.

The mountains sonth of Cooperstown, form a back-
around of great beauty, and it is scldom that a more
grucelul and waving cutline of forest is met with any
where. The #Black 1Lills,” in particular, are exceed-
mgly fine, and are supposed to be ncarly a thousand
feet above the level of the lake.

As the valley of Cooperstown is about twelve hand-
red feet above tide, it will readily be conecived that
the summers nre cool, miad the airinvigorating, 1'hese
facts are very apparent to those who come from the
low counties dwring the waray months.  Even with
the hiermometer at cighty, as sometimes happens,
there is a sensible diflerence between the oppression
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produced by the heat, here, and by that preduced by
the same Lieat at a less elevation.  The Jake 2lso, has
the effect to produce a eirculation of air, it being scl-
dom that there is not a breeze, either up or down this
berutiful sheet of water.

The banks of the lake abound with eligible situa-
tions for country houses. On its western side, there
ts scarcely a guarter of a mile wiiliout oue, and we feel
persuaded that nothing but a good road to the Mo-
hawk is wanting, to bring this spot into so much favor,
as shall line the shores of the Osegn with villas,  As
the roads now are, it requires but twenty hours to go
to New-York, and by the improvements that ave
in progress, there is reason to expect this time will,
cre long, he shortened to ten or twelve hours,  When
that day shall aevive, we predict that Cooperstown,
during five months of the year, will become a place of
favorite resort for these who wish a retrcat fromn the
dust and heat of the larger towns. '

The society of this place is already of a ligher
order, than that of mest villages of s size. In this
respeet, Cooperstown has always been remarkable,
ware liberal tasteg, and a betier styfe of fiving Laving
prevaled in the place from its commenicement, than
is usually to be found nnew conntries. AL ditferent
periods, nany Gunilies and individuals accustomed to
the best society ol the country huive dwele here, and
they have imparted to the place the habits aud tone
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of their own condition inlife. Sofar from gaining
by a closer connection with the commereial towns,
therefore, in this respect there is reason to think that
the village might not be better off than it 1s at present,
Lying, asit does, oft the great routes, the village of
Cooperstown is less known than it deserves to be.
Few persons visit it, without acknowledging the beau-
ties of itz naturnl scenery, and the general neatness
and deceney of the place itsell.  The floating popu.
Jatiow, it isirue, has brought in some of that rudencss
and troublesome interference, which characterizes
the migrating and looser portion of the Amcerican peo-
ple, but a feeling has been awakened among the eld
inhabitants, that is beginning to repel this innova-
tion, and we already, in this elass, see signs of a re-
twrn to the ancient deportiment, which was singularly
respectable, having been equally free from servile
meanness and ebtrusive vulzarity.  One or two in-
stances of audacious assumiptions of a kunowledze of
facts, and of a right to dictate, on the part of strangers,
huve recently met with rebukes that will probably
teach otlers cantion, if they do not teach then mod-
csty,  On the whele, ihe fecling of the community is
sound, and is little disposed to tolerate this interfer-
cnee witl: the privileges of those who have acyuired
rirhits by thne aud a long eonuenction with the place.
Yt lius beeu said, botl dircetly amd indirectly, that
the village of Cooperstown is well built ; ualike most






T TR T AT T T AT T o T T e T T T R T T WA e

COOPERETOWN. 93
guch places, its best houszes are private residenees, and
not taverns: The * 1Iall” and * Edgewater™ ure

both American country houses of the first ¢lass.  The

house of Mr. Tlenry Phinney, which is sometimes

called the © Lincusts,” is a very pretty pavilion, of con-
siderable size, and the building is well finished, and
in good style ; all three are of brick,  * Woodside”
iz alz0 a substantial and respectable dwelling, in stone.
* Lakelands' is not a very large house, bt it is well
placed, and is finished wmore like a ville than any
other building around it.  *¢ Apple 1Dl Las a house
of no great heuuty, but the situation is much the best
within the limits of the village. The present house
at ¥ Fenimore" is respectahle, though with very little
pretensions to architecture, but the whole of the
graunds are delightful, and the site ol the old building
is one of the inozt beautiful in the ztate, for a residence
of that character.  In addition to these places, whicl
from possessing grounds are the most conapicuous,
there are a dozen other dwellings that have more or
less advantages, and seme of which are also well
placed.  LFvewe many of the buildings that stand di-
reetly an the principal streets are ubove the erdinary
level, and the general impression made on the obser-
Jver, is that of respectability and good taste,  Many of
the houses have gardens, though the original plan

prevented the introduction of court-yards, of which
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there are but eight or ten that deserve the naue in the

- place.

The present condition of Cooperstown is sufliclently
prosperons, without being in that state of feverich ex-
citement that has afflicted sonany other siall townes,
Tlhic trade is not great, but it is steady and profitable,
The village cantains six dry good stores, all of which
arc on a respectable seale 5 fowr groceries ; iwo drug-
gists 3 hatlers, watch-makers and jewcllers, tin-men,
and the custemary nunber of the niore conimon me-
chanies, such as tailors, shoemakers, blacksmiths, &e.
&e., some of which establishinents are on a seale lar-
ger than common.

Distiuetly withinthe recollection of many now living,
or some forty yedrs ago, there were not probubly half
o dozen forte-pianos, if as many, in the state west
of Schencctaday. Tlhere was onc in the ¢ Hall,”
which was certainly the only one in the county of Gt
sego, atthat ime.  "Phere are now two manufactorivs
of the instrument in the village, both of wlich also
wake orzaus, and wo less than thirty five private
houses in which pinuas are to be found. Three of
the churclies have orgens. Lessons in music are
given by three ditlerent coms petent persous, and a
gond taste in this delightful art ts fast obtaining, ¢

There are two hoarding schools for females in Caop-
erstown, though no good elassteal sehool for boys hns

ever exizted in the place.  The proximity to the Hart-

R

s
%
E:
i
E
+
3
g
5
:

1
E
=
:
3
:
E
;
5
b
3






ot mmrd

P Pt

o B O A o,

COOPLRSTONVWN. 9%

wick Acadewny, distunt ondy five miles, 1s supposed to
retard the accomplishment of so desirable an object.
Nevertheless, a higher order of nstruetion is gradoatly
coming infw use, particularly ameng the females, and,
as Cooperstown hasalways possessed good models, itis
hoped the attainments aud principles which render the
sex so attractive and useful, as well as respectalle,
will take deep root in the conmnnity.  As they im-
prove their ninds and tastes, the young of that sew, ou
whose exmnple so muel: depends, will obtan new
sources of happiness, whiely, whilethey ereate a disrel-
ish for the Jess refined amusements, will give themn a
stitl higher standard of attainments, juster notions of
their oo dignity, aud an increasing dislike fur those
familiar and unlady-Hike puorsuits that nre too apt to
form the aim of & mere village belle. Fhe term vil-
lage belle, however, is inapplicalle to the state of so-
cicly that slready exists in this little community, #nd
we regard, with satisfaction, the signs of a more gen-
eral advangement than formerly, in the accowplish-
ments that mark an buproved association, the posses-
sion of which is so certain, when carried heyond their
elements, to bring with it, its own reward.
Cooperstown lins two weekly news-papers, the
“ Treeman's Journal’ and the ¢ Otsego Tlepublican,”
the former of which hus alwava heen esteemed for a
respectable Htorary taste.  n politics, as o matter of
course, these papers are opposcd to cach other.

’
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There are nine practitioners in the law, at preseit,
residing i the village, viz. : Messrs. Canphedl, Giip-
pen, Morehouse, Cooper, Bowne, Walworth, 1.a-
throp, Htarkweather, and Twner. Willian T e
refl, Esquire, is also in the profession, but he doces
not practice, Of these gentlemen, Messre, Averell
and Cooper are natives of the pluce; Moessrs. Camp-
bell and Cripperr-olthe county,

The prineipal mereantile finns are those of 1L B &
G, W, Erust, L. MceNaniee, 1. 1. Richardson, & Ca.,
. Sowel, ol Ruszell, & Co., and 1L Lathrop, & Co.
Most of these gentleinen are natives of the village, or
aof the country imimediately around it Mr. MeNamee
is o Buropean by birth, but lie bas resided in Coop-
erstown, as a merchant, thirty six years,

Theve are four practising physicians at present, viz:
Doctors Spafard, Curtiz, Johnson and arper.

The printing establishment of Messrs. JL & T
Phinney is one of the most extensive manufaciories
inthie village, if not the most extensive.  Jtordinarly
employs about forly Iauds, of hoth sexes, and con-
sumes sunually 3060 reams of paper. It has five
presses in almost constant use, Large bibles and
school books are chiefly produced.  Of the former,
this bouse }iub{is!wﬂ S0D0 eopies aunually. It
’-11-30_1111‘.)13511c.-i 50,000 volmines of otlier boeks, chielly
gehonl boolis, and 200,000 ahwanaes, [(1)'-]1001\51&0-

The Vannery isstilt kept up, aind it produces & con-
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srderable amonat of leather, annually.  Irou castings

are also made in the village.” The manufactory of
Messrs. E. & 11 Corey, in cabinet ware, pails &,‘c.&c.
is on arcspectable seale,  'The manufuctory of hats,
by J. I, Wortlington, an establishment that hos pas-
sed into the second generation of the same family, is
also considerable. Mr. Stephen Gregory las long had
a respectable shoe-store and manulictery, that is still
kept up.  The industry of the place, however, as a
wliole, Is dirceted more towards supplying the wants of
the surreunding country, than to exportation.  In this
sense, the business is considerable, and is gradually
increasing, with the growing wealth of the county,

Althoupl Caoperstawn, which las now had an cx-
istence of helf a ceutury, may not have preduced any
very einincat men, it has had a fair proportion of res-
pectablile citizens,  Several young artists and mechan-
ics, that wure born here, have risen ta some notoricty
in thetr several callings, and the elergy aud members
of the bar, have generaliy manintained respeetable sta-
tigus in their respeetive proflessions.

Cooperstawn for the last Lwenty years bas been
rather remarkable for its fowale population.  Per-
haps no place of its size, can boast of a finer ealleetion
of younz women, than this village, the salubrity of
the climnte appeering to favor the developement of
their forms and constitations.  The beauty, indeed, of

I
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the sex in tlis villuge, has been ‘cclehrated in verse
eveny and we think quite justly.

©As the growth wud Improvement of Cooperstown
bive been steady, and, with very trifling exceptions,
regularly progressive, they may be expected to eontinue
in the same ratio, for = lony time to come.  We shall
have na mushroom city, botthere ia little donbt, that,
in the course of lime, as the population of the couniry
fills up, this spot will eontain a provineial town of im-
portatice.  The beauty of its situation, the lake, the
purity of the aie, and the othier advauinges already
pointed out, seenn destined o make it niore peculiarly
a place of resort, for those who live less for active Jife,
thau for its elegnuce and ease, It is higlly probable
that, half a century hevee, the shores of the Inke will
L Iined with eountry residences, when the villnge will
be the centre of thelr supplics of every kind.  Were
an cfiort made, even now, by the erection of proper
Iodging houses, the establislinent of reading rooms
awnd lihraries, aud the embellishiment of a fow of the
favarulle spots, 1o the way of puldic promenades and
williz, it stribeer wa that it wonld be ube easy to bring
the place o request, as oue of resort for the inhahi-
1ants of the large towns during the wann months,
The mode adopted n the smnlier Faropean towns,
wouwld be the mostsmtable for commencine such an

experingnt, T a few persous, wills narrow ineomes,

“and who possessed proper buildings, were W Gt np
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rooms, as parlours and bed-rooms, a set in cach house,
furnish the Lreakfasts and tea, and, if regnired, the
dinner, persons of fortune would be induced 10 fre-
quent the place, would pay libera! prices, and the vil-
fage in a few years, would reap the benetit of o large
expenditure. 'Fhe svstem of commoen boarding
houres will nat for a long time draw to Cooperstown
eompany in sufficient mombers to remunerate ; or
company even of the right quality 5 but half a dozen
furnished lodginegs, on arespectable scale, we think
would lay the foundution of a system that might prove
to be exceedingly serviceable to the interests of the
plage.  There is every thing that is wanted for such
an ohject, and, as society produces society, a few years
would bring an aceession of this important requisite,
that would be certain to sustuin itselfl

T'a conclude, Cooperstown is evidently destined to
oceupy some such place among the towns of New-
York, asisnow filled by the villages and towns on “he
shores ef the Iakes of Westimorclind, in England, and
by the.several borrgs on thase of the different woters
of Switzerland, The period of this canswmmation may
be udvanced, or it may he retarded by events 5 thaugh
nothing will be so likely to Insten it, as to p_l‘.m'idc
the means of conlortuble private Joduings, As 1t is,
searcely a summer padces that Guntlies do vot relue-
tantly go from this beavriful =pot, to vihves less favoyed

Ly nature, and with an ulerior suocicty, in consequence
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of their being unable to obtzin the required acenm-
madntions. Btill, every thing shows a direction
towards this great end, among which may be men-
tioned the tuercasing taste for hoatlng, for nusie,
the lnnguages, and other amuscments and ageomplish-
ments of the sert, that bespeak an improving eivili-
Zutiol.
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Page, 25, @ Tsrael Guild evected dee, " * on what was then the
road to IIJ Creck,” iz a mizake. The road to Ply Creck
g the hill near Peulih Taven,
until 1798, “T'he house in question dul not stand, ar that tiwe,
o sy Toad, .

‘ l'hfi‘ word “gaol’ i, in two or threc ibstances nsspels
ol

T 1xe, B, r3d]111f:, for "] 33, read 1785, .
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