


iF5£y.MCXLDS WlSTareiGAi-
©EINEALOGY COULECTOk



833 01147 9646



Digitized by the Internet Archive

in 2015

https://archive.org/details/chroniclesofcoopOOcoop







THK

CHRONICLES

OP

I
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It were done quickly.”
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It is always desirable to possess authentic annals. The pe-

culiar nature of American histoiy, which commences in an

enlightened age, renders that which is so desirable, in our case,

practicable, and, with a view that posterity may know the

leading facts connected with the origin and settlement of the.

village of Cooperstowm, and that even the present generation

may be set right in some important particulars, concerning

which erroneous notions now prevail, as well as possess a con-

venient book of reference, the following little work has been

written.

This book has been complied with care, by consulting au-

thentic publick records, private documoits, more especially

those in possession of the Cooper family, and living witnesses,

whose memories and representations might be confided in. It

is hoped no error has been admitted into its pages, and it is be-

lieved no essential mistake can be pointed out. Where the

compilers have not found good reasons to credit tlieir evidence,

they have proceeded with caution, and made their statements

with due reserve.

A work of this character cannot liav'c a very extensive inter-

est, but it is tliought it will have some with a county in 'wliich

its subject composes the seat ofjustice ; and by those whose

fathers were active in converting tlie wilderness aroujid about

us, into its present picture of comfort and civilization, no

records of this nature can be regarded witli indifiercncc.
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INTRODUCTION. 4

The love of particular places, such as the spots in which we
were born, or have passed our lives, contributes to sustain all the

affections, and to render us better citizens and better men.

This love is strengthened and increased by familiarity witli

events, and as time throws its interest around the past, reverence

and recollections add their influence to that of the natural ties.

With a view’ to aid these sentiments, also, have our little labors

been conducted. Ifthose who come after tlie compilers ofthe

Chronicles of Cooperstown,” should do as much in their gen-

eration, tlioy who inliabit the place a century hence, will, be-

yond question, be ready to ackowdedge that in one essential

duty they were not forgotten by their predecessors.

In the early annals of this place there was a disposition, as in

all new countries, to exaggerate its growth, and various printed

notices exist, by which its origin is stated to be several years

TOO recent. These errors, as w'ell as several connected wdth

deaths &rc., that exist even in tlie church registers, and other

official documents, have been carefully conected in this book.

In this respect, it is tliought no more authcutick accounts of

the several subjects can be found.
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TM13 CimOMICl^ES OF

CHAPTER I.

The site of the present village of Cooperstown, is

said to liave been a favorite place of resort with the

adjacent savage tribes, from a remote period. The tra-

dition which has handed down this circumstance, is

rendered probable by the known abundance of the fish

and game in its vicinity. The word “ Otsego,*’ is

thought to be a compound which conveys the idea of a

spot at which meetings of the Indians were held.

There is a sinall, rock near the outlet of the Lake,

called the “ Otsego Rock,” at vrhich precise point

the savages, according to an early tradition of tlie

country, were accustomed to g-ive caclv other the reii-

dcavous.

In confirmation of these traditions, arrow heads,

stone hatchets, and other memorials of Indian usages,

were found in great abundance by the first settlers, in

the vicinity of the village.

It is probable that the place was more or less fre-

quented by Indian traders, for a century pre^ iously

to the cominencenient of the regular settlement of the

township
;
but the earliest authentic account that ex-

A 2
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6 CHROxMCLES OF

ists of an attempt, by any civilized man, to establish

himself at this point, refers to a much more recent

period. On the 23d day of April 1761, letters patent

were granted to Jolm Christopher Hartwick and

others, for a considerable tract of land in tliis vicinity ;

and Mr. ITartwick, being under the impression that

his grants extended to the shore of the lake, caused a

clearing to be commenced not far from its outlet.

Becoming satisfied that he had passed the boundaries

of his estate, this gentleman soon relinquished his

possession, and altogether abandoned the spot. This

abortive attempt at settlement, took place about ten

years before the commencement of the American war.

It appears by documents in possession of the Cooper

family, that Col. George Croghan, who was connected

vrith ti»o Indian department under the crown, ob-

tained a conveyance from the Indians of 100,000

acres of land, lying north and adjacent to the before

mentioned grant to Mr. liartwick, and on the west

side of the Susquelramndi river, and of the Otsego

Lake, as early as the year 1708. On the loth of De-

cember of the saineyear, Col. Croghan gave a mort-

gage under the Indian deed, to AVilliam Franklin, Esq.

governor of the cokmy of New Jersey, to secure the

payment ofTOOOO; which money, as a[)pears by the

same documents, was obtained by Governor Eranklin

ofcertain persons in New Jersey, in the bebalt of (ad.

Croghan, with a view to enable the latter to procure
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COOPERSTOWN. 7

the regular title to the same lands, from the crown.

This object was not effected until the 30th of Novem-

ber 1769, when letters patent were issued by the

colojiial government, granting the same tract to

George Croghan and ninety nine other persons
; there

existing an order to prevent grants of more than a

thousand acres at a time to single individuals.

On the 2d day of December, 1769, the ninety nine

other persons named as grantees in the patent, con-

veyed in three separate instruments their rights to

George Croghan, in fee simple. These three con-

veyances, with the patent, still exist among the

Cooper papers, and are unquestionably the first legal

instruments conveying real estate in the township of

Otsego.

On the 10th day of March, 1770, George Croghan

gave a mortgage on that portion of the Otsego Patent,

as the aforesaid grant was tlien called, which has

since been called Coo})cr’s Patent, for the further secu-

rity of the payment of the said sum of X3000 ;
botii

of which mortgages, with the accompanying bond,

were regularly assigned to the persons already men-

tioned, as security for their advances. On the 23d

day of Marcli, 1773, judgment was obtained against

George Croghan, in the Supreme Court of the colony

of New York, upontlie aforesaid bond.

All the securities above mentioned, became vested

in William Cooper and Andrew Craig, of the city of
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8 CHRONICLES OF

Burlington, in the state of New Jersey, by various

deeds of assignment, now in possession of the de-

scendants of the former, as early as i^Iay, 17S3.

Mr. Cooper first visited lake Otsego in the Autumn

of 1785. He was accompanied by a party of sur-

veyors, his object being to ascertain tlie precis^ boun-

daries of the land covered by his mortgage and judg-

ment.

This party arrived by the way of Clieriy Valley and

jMiddldield, and first obtained a view of tlie lake

from that mountain which has since been called the

“ Vision,” in consequence of the beauty of the view

it then aiforded. Judge Cooper lias been often heard

to say, that, on that occasion, lie was compelled to

climb a sapling, in order to obtain this view, and while

in the tree, he saw a deer descend to the lake and

drink of its waters, near the Otsego Bock. In Janu-

ary 1786, Mr. Cooper took possession of tlie property

tlial lias since been known as Cooper’s Patent, under

a deed given by the sheriff of Jlontgoracry county.

It ought to be mentioned, that in 178-1, "Washing-

ton then on a journey of observation, with a view to

explore the facilities for an inland communication by

water, visited the foot of Lake Otsego. We give the

letter in which he speaks of this journey, entire, in the

hoj'e that the opinions of this great man may draw

pulilic attention more closely to tlie subject of im-

provingour natural advantages.
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COOPERSTOWN. 9

Princetoiiy October 12, 1783.

- My dear Ciievauer*—I have not had the honor

of a letter from you shice the 4th of JMarch last
;
but

I will ascribe my disappointment to any cause sooner

than to a decay of your friendship.

Having the appearances, and indeed the enjoyment

of peace, without the final declaration of it, I, who am

only waiting for the ceremonials, or till the British

forces shall have taken their leave of New York, am
held in an awkward and disagreeable situation, being

anxiously desirous to quit the walks of public life, and

under my own vine and my own fig-tree, to seek those

enjoyments, and that relaxation, wliich a mind that

has been constantly upon the stretch for more than

eight years, stands so much in want of.

I have fixed this epoch to the arrival of the defini-

tive treaty, or to the evacuation of my country, by our

newly-acquired friends
;

in the meanwhile, at the re-

quest of Congress, I spend my time with them at this

place, where they came in consequence of the riots at

Philadelphia, of which, doubtless you have been in-

formed, for it is not a very recent transaction.

Tliey have lately determined to fix the permanent

residence of CoJigress, near the falls of Delaware ;
but

where tliey will hold their sessions, till tliey can be

properly established at that place, is yet undecided.

“ Tlic Marquis de Chastcllux.
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10 CHRONICLES OF

I have lately made a lour through the Lakes George

and Cliainplain as far as Crown Point—then return-

ing to Schenectady, I proceeded up the Mohawk

river to Fort Schuyler, (formerly Fort Stanwix,)

crossed over Wood creek, whicli empties into the

Oneida Lake, and atfords the water communication

with Lake Ontario
;

I then traversed the country to

tlic head of tlie eastern branch of the S usque) iannah,

and viewed the LakcOtsego, and the portage between

that lake and the Blohawk river at Canajoharie.

Prompted by tliesc actual obervations, 1 could not

help taking a more contemplative and extensive view

of the vast inland navigation of these United States,

from maps, and the information of others, and could

not but be struck with the immense diftusion and im-

portance of it, and with the goodness of that Provi-

dence wliicli has dealt her favours to us witli so pro-

fuse a hand. Would to God we may have wisdom

enough to make a good use of them. I shall not rest

contented till I Ijave explored tlie western part of this

country, and traversed those lines (or a great part of

them,) which have given hounds to a new empire
;
but

when it may, if it ever should happen, I dare not say,

as my first attention must be given to the deranged

situation of my private concerns, which are not a little

injured by almost nine years absence, and total disre-

gard of them.



‘ifiEJ RSrjDl^HHO
® ts ^

.fntii it a>iij^—hiji>% inl ^

i*m
, 'P?'

m

wolv M\^qpc» ssrio^i Q mihlf^i'qlaA

I) hmi /A<(mu

f0^fX^^^'in$0i pfff (jMvr^ihiiV^ .kI '.ftai-.toa
mWl^',^ •i.c h: ,' Mill

:--7a', ;' iv' :.-^h _

‘illit jSiiU

^ ..pi^h^ni
,

rri .
**•, ‘^f®, m

"'Bm
^:M\

^.S|

iAt



COOPERSTOWN. n

With eveiy wisli for your health and happiness, and

with the most sincere and affectionate regard,

I am, my dear Chevalier, your most obedient servant,

George Washington.

It should also be stated, that the present site of

Cooperstown is connected with an event of some in-

terest that occurred during the war of the revolution.

An expedition having been commanded to proceed

under the orders of IMajor General Sullivan, against

the Indians who then dwelt in the vicinity of the Sen-

eca Lake, a brigade employed in the duty, under Brig-

adier General James Clinton, (tlie hither of the cele-

brated De Witt Clinton,) marched from Albany for that

purpose. After ascending the IMohawk as far as Fort

Plain, this brigade cut a road through tlie forest to

the head of Lake Otsego, whither it transported its:

boats. Traces of this road exist, and it is still known

by the name of the Continental Road. Embarking at

the head ofthe lake, the troops descended to the outlet,

where they encamped on the site of the present village.

General Clinton’s quarters are said to have been in

a small building of hewn logs, which tlien stood in

what are now the grounds of the “ Hall,” and which

it it is thought was erected by Col. Croghan, as a place

in which lie might hold his negotiations with the In-

dains, ns well as for a commencement of a settlement.

This building, which was about fiftceu feet square

and intended for a sort of block-house, was uii-
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12 CHRONICLES OF

doubtedly the first ever erected on this spot. It waa

subsequently used by some of the first settlers as a

residence, and by Judge Cooper as a smoke house,

and it was standing in 1797, if not a year later. It was

then taken down and removed by Henry Pace Eaton,

to his residence on tlic road to Pier’s, where it was set

up again as an out-house.

There were found the graves of two wlnte men in

the same grounds, wliich were believed to contain the

bodies of deserters, who were shot during the time the

troops were here encamped. These graves are sup-

posed to be the first of any civilized man in the town-

ship of Otsego. All traces of them have now disap-

peared.

As soon as encamped, the troops of Gen. Clinton

commenced the construction of a dam at the outlet,

and when the water had risen to a sufficient height in

the lake, the obstruction was removed, the current

clearing the bed of the river of flood-Avood. After

a short delay, for tliis purpose, the troops em-

barked and descended as far as the junction with the

Tioga, where they were met by another brigade, com-

manded by General Sullivan in person. On this

occasion, the Susquehannah, below the dam, was said

to be so much reduced that a man could jump across it.

Traces of the dam are still to be seen, and for

many years they were very obvious. At a later day,

in digging the cellar of the house first occupied by
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COOPERSTOWN. 13

Judge Cooper, a large iron swivel was discovered,

wliicli was said to have been buried by the troops, who

found it useless for their service. Tliis swivel was

the only piece ofartillery used for tlic purposes of sa-

lutes and merry-makings in the vicinity of Coopers-

tOAvn, for ten or tAvelve years after the settlement of the

place. It is well and aflectionately
,
remembered by

the name of the “ cricket,” and was bursted lately in

the same good cause of rejoicing on the 4th of July.

At the time of its fatal disaster, (for it had met with

many vicissitudes by field and flood, having actually

been once thrown into the lake,) it is said there was

no very perceptible dillercnce in size, between its

touch-hole and its muzzle.

In addition to the foregoing statement, we are en-

abled to mafie the following brief history of the title

to this tract of land, believing it may have interest

with those who hold real estate within its limits. In

this account, we include some matter foreign to the

direct title, as explanatory of the whole.

On the 30th iVovcmber 1769, letters patent Avere

issued, granting one hundred thousand acres of land

to George Croghan and ninety nine other persons, as

has been already stated.

December 2d. 1769, the ninety-nine other patentees

conveyed, in three separate instruments, to George

Croghan in fee.

On the 10th Marcli 1770, George Croirhan

15
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mortgao-ecT 40,000 acres of the above grant to

Franklin, as further security for the money borrowed

to pay the fees, or the debt due the pei^sons who were

called the Burlington Company. This mortgage in-

cluded the present site of tlie village.

Oil the 12th 3Iarch 1770, George Croghan mort-

gaged 20,000 acres, being half of the abov e men-

tioned 40,000 acres, to Thomas \Vharton, to secure

another debt of T2,000,

On the 26th October 1770, John Morton ob-

tained ajudgment of a large amount against George

Croghan.

On the 22d March 1773, judgment was obtained

against George Croghan, for the debt due on his-

bond to William Franklin.

On the—April F/75, George Croghan, Mhlliam

I'Vanklin, Thomas AVharton and Jolm Morton entered

into an agreement, in writing, that the 40,000 acres

of land should be sold under the two judgments, and

that the proceeds of the sale should go, firstly, to

pay the judgment held by William Franklin; secondly,

to pay the mortgage held by Thomas Wliarton
;
and,

thirdly, to pay the judgment held by .lohn Morton
;
or

as much of eacli, according to the priority of the debts

and securities, as there should be assets. This agrec-

mciitwas never comjihcd with, in consequence of the

war of the revolution.

On the 20tli December 1775, William Franklin
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rmd his wife assigned the mortgage of George Cro-

ghan, oiitJie 40,000 acres, and ail the securities con-

nected with it, to five of the original lenders of the

money, for their several shares of ilie debt, the re-

maining three accepting lands elsewhere for their

claims; the amount of tlie shares of these five as-

signees being £1,500, New Jersey currency, with in-

terest from the date of tlie bond.

On the 3d April 1780, George Croghan conveyed

in fee, 25,477 acres of the abdve mentioned 40,000,

including tlie site of Oooperstown, to Joseph Whar-

ton, subject to the two mortgages, for the consideration

of £9,553, Pennsylvania currency; Mr. AVharton be-

ing induced to acce}R this land for a debt oftliat great

amount, in consequence of Mr. Croglian’s being un-

able to pay him in any other manner.

On thc2()th June 1780, George Croghan conveyed,

in fee, the remainder ofthe same tract to Joseph M bar-

ton, for tlie consideration of £1 00, this being all the land

in tlie Otsego Patent tliat he had notoonveyed in fee,

jireviously to grunting the two mortgages, and of

course all that was subject to them. '

]>y several deeds poll, made between the years

1776 and 1785, all the rights of the original lenders of

the aforesaid sum, withtiie interest on it from 1708, in

the several lionds, in tlie judgment of HI 3, and in the

oldest mortgage, were vested in AVilliam C’ooper and

A udrew Craig of Purlington, New Jersey.,
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On the 14th Jannarj 1786, all the iands of George

Crog’Jiaii that vrere subject to the judgment of 1773,

and which ]ay in the Otsego Patent, being in amount

as near as miglu be, 29,350 acres, were conveyed by

Samuel Clyde, slierilf of Montgomery, to William

Cooper and Andrew Craig, as judgment purchasers,

under the judgment aforesaid, for the sum of £2,700,

leaving a balance of £1,139, Ss, unpaid, and wliich has

never been satisfied since.

On the 8th December 1786, Joseph AA'harton, for

the consideration of tv/o thousand dollars, conveyed

in fee, all his right to the land in question, to AVilliam

Cooper and Andrew Craig, then in actual possession

oftlic same as judgment puschasers, and mortgagees.

• On tlie 12ili November 1787, Augustine Prevost

and Susannah Prevost, for the imnsideration of$1250,

released their right to the equity of the rcdem])tion of

the mortgage on the whole 40,000 acres, to AVilliam

Cooper and Andrew Craig
;
the said Susannah Pre-

vost being the natural daughter and devisee of George

Croghan.

On the 16tli January 1788, William Cooper paid for

quit rents on the said land, the further sum of £631,3.

On the 26th October 1799, William C’ooper paid

$7,35 for commutation of quit rents, on the village

j)lot, containing then 112 acres of land.

The patent of 1769, signe<l ‘‘ Clarke thedeeds from

the ninety nine other patentees to George Crogiian ;
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the bond of Croghaii to Franklin
;
that of Franklin to

the Burlington Company
;
the niortgageofCroghanto

Franklin, with the assignment by latter to the unpaid

members of the company ;
all the mesne conveyances .

of the same to William Cooper and Andrew Craig ;

the deeds of Croghan to Joseph ^^"harton, and the

deed of Wharton to William Cooper and Andrew

Craig; the release of Augustine and vSusannahPrevost,

and tJie certificates of payments of quit rents, together

with several conveyances from Andrew Craig to Wil-

liam Cooper, exist still, among the papers of the

Cooper family.

The deed of the sheriff of IMontgomery county to

William Cooper and Andrew Craig has been lost

;

supposed never to Iiavebeen returned from the county

clerk’s office
;
but it is recorded at Jolmstown, and an

exemplified copy exists among tlie other papers.

Tliere exists, among the same papers, a copy of a

bill in chancery, of the date oflTSfi, at the complaint

of William Cooper and Andrew Craig, setting forth

tliat the parties to tlie agreement of 1775, refused to

release to iliein according to the understood terms of

that agreement, and that the said ngreement was

withheld from them to their injury, and j) raying relief

in the ])remises, It is supposed that this suit was

arranged hy compromise, as tlie original agreement

is now among the same pa{)crs.

A copy of the assignment of the mortgage on the

B 2



4.' ^' [mi
tl jtf’iv©!r«s(3'io6ri

at!' w
ot aiW<w«''f»» wli f «»WjwOVW^a^.'S

01 mml8f«0'kt'i<*»8rt<w»* i wiK|n«»->
^

itii0 ^uri TS^’i<i^ii;jk*B odl

; «}biD
tnilfijJiW oi aiiin* uMltlo

3iltbi-(t
of itnfto-iO 1o s|9»ti »sf» _

«»rl.r.A hHi! wMjweillfW' «i noncilV/ 1o l.!»b

, 1 ,0-r-ifl il«rtn«»*>% bm iitiStVpuA 1o oswlan odt SstoO

slap ‘»o»)u'MMx'>q ‘‘o tsiEsainaa •»““

•ii7r o> Ttayhak mo-a <9a«ii7aviioa low/Sit 'W'"'

oil) 'to »rf} foortU ,U«« *'>*® .ioqwt) mull

Tni|m>r>

or ^nt}0 'y 9di
^

^f/wo9 wi; o{(n*i

nft bn/j ,nw>%irdolifi fd jhwd ;
aolfio

riiJlt» utb mmm! mo9

B *|i> Y^|fVr) il
OtJid r

?rtno ,y4ffCfl5 »h II«I

^^ui4o« h>i« fdtfilU f/

orti3»tA'yf ,c;tr( oth ou^int^^f 9>ii Mi
Ao Rf?n'>) jsiHinoDOiJ

_ir-' .V..^"‘
'ill’ Vi"’ *ufl ill'

Vr.¥ ifwUul'4
• ,‘a\ , ytky\^K. k

^^’
jAui-gho !»t<> ki f/l

i h.

,fe1 .K|fr<{ ‘JltJAci

' va
... «
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entire tract, underthe Indian grant, also, is to be found

among the same papers.

'As it may be a matter of curious history hereafter,

we subjoin an account of what the 29,350 acres actu-

ally cost the proprietor under v.'hom the country was

settled.

Amount of jngdmcnt, Jan. 14, 17SG, , £3339. 8.

Quit rents, Jan. 16, 1783, 631. 3.

Consideration money paid Joseph Wharton, SOO.

Do. do. Augustine & Susannah Prevost, 500.

£5,770.11.

or $14,426,37;!

This sum, with the sheriff’s fees, and other inciden-

tal expenses, would make the actual cost of the prop-

erty about 50 cents tlie acre.

Col. Croghan and his family received for the same,

as follows

:

Debt to Franklin, £3,839. 8.

Debt to Joseph Wliarton, 9,553.

Paid his daughter, 500.

Pennsylvania currency, £13,892. 8.

This is considerably more than $35,0G0. If the

mortgage to Tliomas Wharton be included, and it is

believed the debt is unpaid to this day, it will amount

to more than $40,000, witliout iiRerest, wliicli is |!roh-

ahly five times as much as tlic property was wortli on

the day of George Croglian’s death.
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CHAPTER II.

From 1780, to 1791.

In addition to the abortive attempt at a settlement

by jMr. Hartwick, on the present site of tlie village,

between the years 1761, and 1770, Col. Croglian, with

his family, resided for a short time on this spot.

Appended to one of tlie deeds of George Croghan to

Joseph Wharton, is a map, purporting to show the

improvements of tlie latter, at tlie foot of Lake Otsego,

but it is supposed that this map was made for effect, as

all accounts agree in stating that in 1785, the im-

provements were very insignificant, consisting of the

remains of a few log fences, a clearing away of un-

derbrush, with felled and girdled trees. The block-

liouse mentioned was the only building standing, and

the place had been abandoned for years.

Mr. Cooper commenced the settlement of his tract

in the winter of 1786, many families coining in before

tlie snow had melted. Deeds were given to Isrmd Guild,

and several others, who established themselves on

spots that are now within the limits of the village,

in tlie summer of that year. This was as farmers,

however, rather than as villagers, it being the intention
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of Mr. Cooper, the proprietor who had the entire con-

trol of the property, and who so soon purchased the

right of his associate, that the connection of the latter

with tlie place, never was of any moment, to lay out

the village plot in a line extending north and south,

instead of in tlic direction it has actually taken.

In June 1786, John Miller, now the oldest living

inhabitant of the village, as regards residence, arrived

at this place, accompanied by his fatlier. They

reached the banks of the river at the outlet, where Mr.

Miller felled a large pine across the stream to an-

swer the purposes of a bridge. The stump of this

tree is still to he seen, within the grounds of “ Lake-

lands,” and it is marked, in wliite paint, with the

words “ Bridge Tree.” At that time most of the dam

of Clinton was still remaining.

When Mr. Miller arrived, a widow of the name of

.Tohnson, had the only resident family in the place.

She lived in a log house, not far from the present stone

dwelling of Mr. Pomeroy, though she was then build-

ing a frame house, near the same spot. This frame

Iniilding was sold by ]Mrs. Johnson to Vrilliam Elli-

son, the well known surveyor, who removed it the

same summer, to a ]>osition near the outlet, and on

what arc now the grounds of “ Ihlgewater.” This

was unquestionahly the first framed and otherwise

regularly constructed house in the village of Coopers-

town, as the block-house was the first in Ions. It was
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of respectable size, and of Uyo stories, being intended

for a tavern, to wbicli purpose it was applied as soon

as habitable. ^iVilliam Abbot arrived in the summer

of 1786, and established himself on the farm that still

bears his name, about half a mile south of the village.

Other persons came and went, and many settlers re-

mained permanently in different parts of the patent.'

IMr. Cooper was here, once or twice, in the course of

the season, but he did not cause any building to be

constructed. Mr. ]\filler remained, himself, but a short

time. IVIany persons were liere during tlic summer of

1786, among others James White, but it is believed

none passed the winter within the village plot, but

tlic families of Malliam Ellison, Israel Guild and jMrs.

Johnson. The latter soon after removed, leaving no

descendants in the place. Mr. Guild took possession

of the block-house.

In the spring of 1787, more emigrants appeared.

Early in the season Mr. Cooper arrived, acconi])airu'd

by his wife, who came however as a mere traveller.

They reached the head of the lake in a chaise, and

descended to the foot in a canoe. Mrs. Cooper was

so much alarmed with this passage that she disliked

returning in a boat, and the chaise was brought to tlic

j)lacc, in two canoes. In order that it might reach the

eastern hank, ami to serve the public generally, a

bridge was built at the outlet, whicii as the lirst real

bridge across the Susquehaiiiiah at this spot. This
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bridge wjis composed of log abutments, sleepers, and

logs laid across the latter. A road bad been cut

tliroughthe forest, followingthe direction of the lake,

and coming out along the bank of “ Lakelands,” at

tbisbridge. It was, however, so rude and difficult to

pass, that when the cliaise left the village, men accom-

panied it with ropes, to prevent it from upsetting.

During the summer of 1787, many more emigrants

arrived, principally from Connecticut, and most ofthe

laud on the patent was taken up. Until this season

negotiations were going on among the different credi-

tors of Col. Croghan to redeem this property, by pay-

ing tlie claims of IMessrs. Cooper and Craig, and

taking assignments of the bonds and mortgages

;

those gentlemen, though legally in })osscssion of the

estate, jn'cferring to receive the amount of their debt to

keeping the securities. Being persuaded, however,

tlsatthe land was scarcely worth the money, the credi-

itors, by this time, had abandoned the intention, and

Mr. Cooper, towards the close of 1787, began seriously

to think of establishing himself permanently in this

part of the country. With this view he commenced

extending his possessions in the adjacent })atents,

and, either by arrangements with the diflercnt great

landholders, or by actual purcliases, he soon had tlie

settlcmentof a large pan of the present county more

or less subject to his control. The eilects were v^ry

visible, for there is scarcely an instance of a more
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rapid growth of a district, in any otlier part of a

country so remarkable for advancement of this na-

ture. When it is remembered that this extraordinary

success was obtained in a region so difficult of access,

one that is not easily tilled, and which lias a severe cli-

mate, the energy and abilities that were employed, may

be properly appreciated. The proprietor, however, wag

much favored by the salubrity of the air, the diseases

usual to new countries, having been scarcely known in

this mountainous region.

During the summer of 1787, several small log tene-

ments were constructed on the site of the village, and

arrangments were made by Mr. Cooper to erect a

building for his own use, the succeeding season. Still

there was no great accession to the permanent po[»u-

lation, which at this time did not amount to twenty

souls. The circumstance that neither Mr. Ellison

nor Mr. Guild had children, and that Mr. Miller was

not yet married, contributed to lessen the number of

the inhabitants.

Early in 1788, the house of Mr. Cooper was erected,

it being the second regular dwelling in the place.

This house stood on Second Street, facing Fair Street,

commanding a full view of the lake, and of course

immediately in front of the present “ Hall.” It was

of two stories, with two wings, and a back building

was added in 1791. The siding was of wide boards,

headed, but not planed. A very good representa-
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lion of tliis house is to be seen on the original map of

the village, where it is marked “ Manor House.” It

was removed a short distance down the street, in 1799,

and was destroyed by fire, in 1S12.

In this year, Mr. Cooper seems seriously to liave

set about the formation of a village, a plot being regu-

larly laid out for that purpose. Agreeably to this

plan, six streets were laid out in an east and west di-

rection, and three that crossed them at right angles,

in a north and south. The street along the margin

of the lake was called Front Street, and the others

parallel to it, were numbered, from Second up to Sixth

Street. That next to the river was called Water Street,

and that at the opposite side of the plot, ^Vest Street.

The street between them, being divided into two parts

by the grounds of i\ir. Cooper, had two names, viz :

Fair Street and ?»lain. Street. All these names are

preserved, though Fiftli Street has never been opened,

and one half of Fourth Street, and about one third of

IMain Street, are also enclosed.

The map, which is well made on parchment, like

all similar documents of that period, has its base line

on the west side of 'NVater Street, with its direction

marked, “ North, 20*^ I'mst.” Tlie map is dated

“9//i il/e/rt/f,2G//i, 17SS,” or, “September 2Gth, 17S8,”

and was made by A’l’illiam Ellison. Jt is now among

the Cooper jiapers.

Hy a certificate of the redemption of tlie (juit rents
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on “ the tov, 11 ]»Iat of Cooper.«town,” dated, October

2G, 17'99, among the same papers, it would appear

that tiie plat of the village as designed on this map,

contains one hundred and twelve acres.

In the autumn of this year, Israel Guild erected a

small frame building, of a story and a half, on whatM as

then the road to Fly-Creek, but which is now in Second

Street, about one liundred feet from the intersection

with West Street. jMr. Guild liad purchased the

farm that here adjoined the village plat
;

all the land

west of that point being without the proprietor’s plan

for the town. This house was originally in a lot
;

it is

still standing, being used as a bakery and a hatter’s

shop, and it unquestionably is now the oldest house in

the place
;
the “ Manor House” having been des-

troyed by fire, as mentioned, and that of Mr. Ellison

having been pulled down when the late Mr. Isaac

Coo})er built at “ Edgewater,” or in 1812. ^Ir. G uild,

however, continued to live in the block-house, until

1789. John Howard, tanner, came this year and pre-

pared to commence his business, at the spot long

known as the “ Tannery.”

Aliho.ugh tlie settlement of Cooper’s I'atent coin-

inenced early in 178G, the regular comnicncemcnt of

the village dates projverly from F/8?8, for, while the

ide a of a town is older, it was not systematically

})lanne<l until this summer. It follows that this year,

(1898,) com})letes the first halfcentury of the existence

C
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of tlic place. Tlic name of “ Coopcrsto'.rn,” it h
true, appears in one or two papers as early even as

Iw'SC ;
but tlie place was iiuliscriininalely known l)y

this appellation, and that of the “ Foot of tlie Lake,”

until the year 1791, when it became the county town.-

In 1789, jMr. Cooper finished his house and set up

a frontier cstablishnicnt. Kis eldest son, the late

Hichard Fenitnore Cooper, Mr. Charles Francis, of

Fhiladelpliia, IMr. Richard R, Smith, of New Jersey,

and several other g-eiitleinen, were bis occasional asso-

ciates. The late Hendrick Frey, of Canajoharie,

was a freiiuent visitor, and the traditions of the festivities

of the “ Manor House,” during that and the succeed-

ing years, are still agreeable to the lovers of good cheer.

The lake abounded with the most delicious fish,

and Shipman, the “ liCather Stocking” of the region,

could at almost any time, furnish the table with a

saddle of venison. Among the laughable incidents,

tliat accompanied the free manner of liv ing, so pecu-

liar to a border life, the following stories seem to be

well authenticated.

In the course *of the winter 1789—90, during one

of the periodical visits of Col. Frey, a large lumlier

sleigh M"as fitted out, with four horses, and tlic whole

party sallied upon the lake, f tr a morning drive. An

ex-ollicer of the French army, a Monsieur Fl)bal,

resided by liiniself on the western bank of the lak'e.

Perceiving the sleigh and four approaching his hcaise,
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this gentleman, witli tlie courtesy of his nation, went

forth upon the ice, to greet the party, of wliose charac-

ter he was not ignorant, by the style in which it

appeared. Mr. Cooper invited his French friend to

join him, promising him plenty of game, with copious

libations of Madeira, by way of inducement. Though

a good table companion in general, no persuasion

could prevail on the Frenchman to accept the ofter

-that day, until provoked by his obstinacy, the party

laid violent hands on him, and brouglit him to the

village by force.

IMonsieur Ebbal took his captivity in good part, and

was soon as buoyant and gay as any of his compan-

ions. He habitually wore a long skirted surtout,

which at that time was almost a mark of a French-

man, and this surtout he ])crtinaciou>ly refused to lay

aside, even when he took his seat at table. On tlic

contrary, he kept it buttoned to the very throat, as it

might be in denancc. The Christmas joke, a plenti-

ful board, and heavy potations, however, threw the

guest off his guard. AVanned with tlie wine and the

blazing lire, he incautiously unbuttoiud
;
when his

deligiited com])anioiis discovered, tliat tlie accidiuits

of a frontier, the establishmeiit of a baciu-lor who

kept no servant, find certain irregularities in wji.-hing-

days, that were attendant on both eircumstaiices,

coupled with \ih miprcsscnu'nt io sfilute his friends,

had induced the gallant Frenchman to come abroad
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without a shirt. He was uncased ou tlic spot, amid

the roars of the corn'ices, and incontinently ])ut into

linen. “ Cooper was so polite,” added the mirth lov-

ing Hendrick Frey, when he repeated this story for

the hundredth time, “ that lie supplied a shirt witli

rulHcs at the wristbands, which made Ebbal very

happy for the rest of the night. Mein Gott, howhis

hands did go, after he got the rutiles !”

These wags told Monsieur Ebbal, that if cliased by

a bear, the most certain mode of escape, was totlirow

away his hat, or his coat, to induce the animal to stop

and smell at it, and then to profit by the occasion, and

climb a sapling that was too small to enable his en-

emy to fasten its claws in it, in the way it is known to

ascend a tree. The advice was well enough, but the

advised having actually an occasion to follow it the

succeeding autumn, scrambled up a sapling first, and

began to throw away his clothes afterwards. The

hear, a she one with culis, tore to pieces garment after

garment, without quitting the spot, keeping poor

Ebbal tree’d, throughont a cool autumnal night, almost

as naked as he was when uncased at the celebrated

Christmas banquet. It apjiears thattbe real name of

this person was LWhh6 (Jv Rajfcourt.

During the winter of 17^9—90, Mr. Cooper liad a

stock of goods brouiiht into tin* village
;

jlr. Ik U.

Smith, doing the dnty of the mereban.t. This was

tlic first store established in the j>laee, ami was ot
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great serviee to the settlers. Up to this period, the

latter hod been compelled to go to Caiiajoharie to

make their purchases. Even later, they were obliged

to go that distance to Hud a mill, not unlVequently

carrying their grists on their shoulders. The distance,

it will be remembered, is twenty five miles. .

October the 10th, 1790, Mr. Cooper first brought his

family to Cooperstown, giving up his residence in

jVew Jersey entirely. From this time, dates the steady

and jtrogressive growth of the village. There exists

a document to shew that in 1790, Cooperstown con-

tained seven framed houses, three framed barns, and

thirty live inhabitants. It is supposed that this enu-

meration of the inhabitants was made ])re\ iously to

the arrival of the family of Mr. Cooper, as that family

alone, with its inmates and domestics, amounted to

about fifteen persons. It b also supposed, that the

houses, three or four in number, tliat stood without

the old village plat, like that of Mr. Guild, the 'rannery,

«5cc. were not included. The house standing at the

south east corner of Second and M’ater Streets, and

whieli for the last forty years, has belonged to the

Erast family, was m-ected this summer hy jMj'. llcnja-

inin Grilfm. It is now the second oldest house in the

village.

Ikbnary IGth, 1791, the county of Otsego was

fornieil, and Cooperstown was (Icsignatf'd as tlie

county town, Mr. Cooper bci/ig ajipoinltd the First
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Judge of the county court. A court house was built

at the south east corner of AVcst and Second Streets.

It was thirty feet square
;
the lower story, which con-

tained four rooms, being used as a goal, and the

whole of the upper story, as a court room. Tlie lower

story was built of squared logs, and the upper of

framed work. The entrance to tlie court room was

on the north front, two fliglits of steps on tlie exterior

of the building, meeting at a platform before a door

that opened into the air.

The jury rooms were in a tavern occupied by the

gaoler, that stood on the same lot, and wliich was

erected the same year. The first slierift' was Richard

R. Smith, Esq. who being altogether su})crior to en-

tering into the lower duties of the ofiice, appointed

Stephens gaoler.

During this summer, the ohl “ Red Lion” tavern,

whicJi projected half way across Second Street, was

erected, as was also tlie lionsc at the corn.er diagonally

opposite, now owned bv Judge Russel!. Tlie two

bouses tliat stand third and fourth from liie corner of

West vStreet, on the south side of Second Street, were

also erected this year, as were seveiad others. The

first lawvor who came to reside in the ville.gi', was

Tui'. Abraham Ih'n Rroeek, of Ncw.Iersey, and the

.second was Air. .lact)h ( k Fonda, ot SeheiictMady
;

both, these gentlemen came in ndl. Air. .losepii

Strong, a native of ( V;inge euunly, came a year or tuo
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later, and also IMr. IMoss Kent, a Erother of the cele-

brated Cliancellor Kent. Tliese four gentlemen

were tlie first of their profession in Cooperstowii.

They all removed witiiin the first [welve years of their

residence, tlioiigh descendants of jMr. Strong, in the

second and third generation, are still inhabitants of

the place. Several stores were also set up in 1791
,
of

which the principal was owned by jMr. l^eter Ten

Broeck.

The first physician also appeared in tlie spring of

this year; his name being l^owcrs. Doctor Fuller,

so long and so favorably known, for a jirofcssional

career that lasted forty six years in the same place,

arrived in .lunc. In the course of the year, Dr, Pow-

ers was accused of mixing tartar emetic with the bev-

erage of a ball given at the “ Red Lion.” He was

tried, convicted, put in the stocks and banished for

the otrence
;

this sentence, as a matter of course, ter-

minating his career in this spot. A Dr. I’arnsworth

came a year or two later, and Dr. Cott about the same

time
;
but for many years, nearly all the practice of

the country was in the hands of Dr. Fuller, \v hois

said to have been the medical atreiidant at more than

two thousand births.

'j'here exists no jiositivc information ol the increase

of the village during the year 1791, luit it was rela-

tively great, for the times. At the end nl ihi' year,

Coopeistown certainly contained twenty houses and
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stores, ami probably a hundred iidiabitants. As most

of the emigrants were young, their families were

necessarily small, which accounts for the feeble num-

ber of the population. From this period, or for the

last forty six years, the place lias been more gradual

in its growth, the increase being steaily and regular,

and not subject to the sudden changes of more specu-

lative neighborhoods.

The first child born actually in the village was

Nathan Howard, a son of John Howard
;
and the first

death was tliat of a son of Jlr. Josejih Griffin, wliich

took place October 11th 171);2. On the occa^iou of

tliis death, a piece of ground was selected as a place

of interment, near the junction of \Yater and Tliird

Streets, or where Christ Church now stands.

The first child born on the patent was a son of Hill

Jarvis, of i'i
3
' Creek. He was born in 1757, and was

named after the proprietor, receiving fifty acres of

land, as a memorial of the circumstance.

William Abbot had a son born previously to the birth

ofNathau Howard, but he did not reside immediately

in' the village, altlvough forming a jiart of the village

community. The hoy was ealhd Keuben, from the

circumstance of his In in" the first horn.

The first school was kepi ly Joshua Deu’ey, but

it was not commenced luuil a year or two later.
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CHAPTER III. .

From 1792, to 1797,

The village at the cornmeiicerneiit of the year 1792,

stood principally on Second Street, with a liouse or

two on Water Street, one or two more on Front Street,

and a few on West Street. The shops and taverns

were collected in the vicinity of the four principal cor-

ners, where were also the court liouse and goal. P
is evident to the geologist that water has once ilowed

over the site of the place, and originally many deep

holes or hollows existed, which had the appearance of

having been formed by powerful eddies, or currents.

Most ofthese holes have disappeared, by levelling and

filling up, but a few are still to he seen, especially in

the grounds of the “ Hall,” where they have been pre-

served as helping the ornamental walks, <Szc. Ac.

Some of these inequalities, of course, existed in the

streets, and many jiersons still remember the place

when there were consideralile ascents and descents

in them. Opposite to the jiresent Bank there was,

as recently as the coinmencement of this century,

a little rise in the road, and in ’NVest Street, at

the point near that where the present inclination
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commences, was a short, sliarp pitch, down which

vehidcs had to descend with great care. Judge

Cooper’s barns, stables &:c., down to the year 1793

f certainly, if not to a later day, were in the rear of the

stone store that now belongs to Mr. J. R. Worthington,

I

and they stood many feet below the level of the streets.

I

Nor did the stumps disappear altogether from even

5 Second Street, which is the principal avenue of the

I

village, until nearly the close of the century. The

road to Fly Creek diverged from the Ilartwick road,

near Howard’s farm, and tlie narrow part of Sec-

' ond Street, continued enclosed, as ])art of the farm of

:

' JMr. Guild, until about the year 179-3.

Mr. James xVverell was an early settler on the

patent, having occupied the farm since known as the

;

Howard farm, in 17S7, hut he exchanged with Mr.

(
Howard tliis farm against the “ Tannery,” and rc-

I

moved into the village, or rather into ^\ hat is now the

I
village, in the year 1792. Here, hy his enterprise

! and industry, he raised the works in (juestion into

some of the most important of the sort, that then ex-

I

isted in the newer part of the state. Jlr. Averell soon

I

became conspicuous for his habits of business, and

\ subsequently was much connectfd with the increase

of Cooperstown ami its vicinity, in wealth and in-

dustry.

lietween the years 1792 ami 1797, Messrs. Wade,

Stevens, Rensselaer Wiihams, Richard AVillitinis,

1
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Norman Lanclon, Peter Ten Broeck and Le Quoy

arrived, and established themselves as merchants
;
Mr.

R. R. Smith reliiujuishing- business, and going- to

Philadelphia, where he was soon a partner in an ex-

]>[r. Wade was an Irishman by birtli, and had

served as a captain in tlie British army. He remained

but a year or two, when he returned to New- York.

The present IMajor Wade of the U. S. Army is his

son. Mr. Stevens returned to Philadelphia also, in a

few years
;
but the jMessrs. AYilliams continued their

connection with the place, dowm to the periods of their

deaths
;
their collateral descendants and heirs still ex-

isting in Cooperstown. The iMessrs. Tea Broeck

returned to New Jersey, at the end of a few years.

Mr. Landon died, and is interred in the old burying

ground.

Mr. Le Quoy excited a good deal of interest during

his stay in the place, as he was a man altogether su-

perior to his occupation, wJiich w'as little more than

that of a country grocer; an interest that was much

increased by the following circumstance.

Among the early settlers in Otsego county, w’as Mr.

Lewis de Villers, a Prcncii gentleman of res]iectablc

extraction and good manners. ^Fr. de Villers was in

Co()perstowii about the year 179d, at a moment when a

countryman, a Mr. Kenouard,wiio afterwards establish-

ed himself in tlie county, had recently reached the place.

tensive wholesale house.
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Mr. Rcnouard wasaseaman,and had the ha])it of using;

tobacco. Enquiring of ]Mr. de Tillers wiiere some of

his favorite article might be purchased, IMr. de Villers

directed him to the shop of ^Ir. Lc Quoj, telling him

he would help a countryman by making his purchase

of that person. In a few minutes Mr. Kenouard returned

from tlie shop, much agitated and very pale, IMr. de

Villers inquired if he were unwell. “ In the name of

God, Mr. de Villers, who is the mkii who sold me this

tobacco?” demanded Mr. Ilenouard. “Mr. LeQuoy, a

countryman of ours.” “ Yes, IMr. Le Quoy de IMer-

sereau.” “ I know nothing about the de Mersereau
;

he calls liimself Mr. Le Quoy. Do you know any

thing of him ?” “ When I went to IMartiniquc to be

port-ca])tain of St. Pierre,” answered Mr. Renouard,

“ this man was the civil governor of the island, and re-

fused to confirm my appointment.”

Subsequciit inquiry confirmed this story, IMr. Le

Quoy explaining that the inlluence of a lady had

stood in the way of IMr. Renouard’s preferment.

The history of Mr. Le Quoy has since Iteen ascer-

tained to he as follows. When governor of IMartinique

he had it in his j)ower to do a friendly office to IMr.

John IMurray, of Ncav York, by liberating one of his

ships; Mr. IMurray being at the head of the old and

highly respectable commercial house of .lohn IMurray

and Sons, then one of the j)rlncipal lirnisof the country.

Tliis act brought about aJi exchange of civilities be-
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tween ]\Ir. Murray and Mr. Le Qiioy, which con-

tinued for a few years. When tlie French revniutiori

drove Mr. Le Qiioy from tlie island, he repaired to

New York, and sought his friend Mr. lUurray, to

whom he stated that he had a small sum of money,

which lie wished to invest in a country store, until his

fortunes might revive. Between Judge Cooper and

Mr. jUurray there existed an intimacy, and the latter

referred IMr. Le Quoy to the former. Under the ad-

vice of Judge Cooper, Mr. Le Quoy established him-

self in Cooperstown, where he remained more than a

year. At tlie end of that time he made liis peace with

the newFrench government, and quitting his retreat, he

was employed for some months in superintending the

accounts of the different French consulates in this

country. It is said that lie soon after returned to

Martinique in his old capacity, and died the first sea-

son of yellow fever. When Mr. Fenimore Cooper

v.'as in France, the Comte d’llauterive, who had been

French consul general in America, at the period of

Mr. Le Quoy’s residence, spoke of tlie latter gentle-

man, and in part, corroborated this history of him.

The follo^ving letter appears to have been written soon

after he left Cooperstown, and at the moment he

commenced his consular duties.

rhildtklphia
,
1C\th Oct. 1794.

Dear Sir.— I have experieucctl too much of your frieiuh-hip

to believe you u i(i not hear of niy fate with sonic degree ofcon-

D
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cern. I am to goto Charleston in S. C. about some business

which will keep me most all the winter. I hope for a more per-

manent employment, than what I have at present
;
if not, I

know where to find peace, good business, good friends. 1

shall always consider you among the number.

I wish you and all your family health and happiness,

and 1 remain, dear sir, your most huml)lc servant^

. F. Z. Lk Quov.

Mons. W. Cooper, in Cooperstown, Otsego County.

Later letters show that Mr. Le Quoy did not quit

this country until 1796.

January 27th, 1795, Mr. James Barber, tailor, died

ofthe smallpox. This was tlte first adult who died a

natural death in the village. lie lived in the large

old Imilding which stands north of the dwelling

of Mr. Lawrence IMc Namce, and wliich was erected

the year before. But, lUr. Jahez Wight, cabinet ma-

ker, was drowned while bathing, near the outlet,

August 11th, 1791. This was the second death, in the

place. The same year a child of Mr. A verell’s was

drowned, but not in the lake. All these persons were

interred in Christ Church burying ground, where their

head-stones are still to be seen.

During the tirst ten years of the existence of the

village, the people depended entirely on chance tor

the little religious iustructioii they received. The em-

igrants to the place, more particularly those who had

any property, were singularly divided as to religioms

faith, the preshyterians, though the most numerous sect.
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being the poorest. Missionaries oceasionally pene- i

traled to this spot, and now and then a travelling

Baptist, or a iMcthodist, preaclied, in a tavern, a school

house, or a barn. The first regular clergyman, who

had any engagement to officiate in Coopcrstown, was

the Rev. Mr. Mosely, who was employed for six

months. This was in the year 1795. He waas a

presbyterian, and went away at the expiration of his

engagement.

In the way of schools, the village did a little better.

It has been said tliat Joshua Dewey kept the first

school. He was soon succeeded by Oliver Cory, who

conducted the common school of the place, with com-

mendable assiduity and great credit to hiinsolf, for

many years. Nearly all tlie permanent inhabitants of

the villag e, who are between tlie ages of forty and

fifty five, received their elementary instruction from

tliis respectable teacher. Mr. Cory did not neglect

religious instruction altogether, but every Saturday

was devoted to this object. His care in this res-

pect, as well as his lessons on deportment were at-

tended with the most beneficial results, and it is to be

regretted that they have not been imitated in our own

lime. He kept his school originally in the court

house, and llien in the first refoilar school house ever

huili: ill the ])lace. This school house 'Wus a small

wooden building that stood on the lot that is now oc-
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cupiec] by tlie dwelliiinr of Mr. Eliliu Pljiniiey. Sub-

sequently Mr. Cory held liis school in the academy.

Notwithstanding tlie apparent neglect on the sub-

ject of religion, which, in all probability, is to be refer-

red more to the division in sentiment mentioned, than

to any other cause, the people of Cooperstown showed

great public spirit, on the sidqect of establisliing an

Academy, a plan for whicli was started os early as

1795. We subjoin the following copy of a subscrip-

tion paper for that purpose, in proof ofwhat we say,

and Avhich is still in existence, viz

:

“ VCc the subscribers do severally undertake to con-

tribute the sums opposite to our respective names,

towards an Academy, in Cooperstown, for the county

of Otsego. April 5th, 1795.

William Cooper $7-25,00 Moss Kent $25.00
^V'illiam Abbot 40,00 Peter Latiibert 7,50

Huatington tA- Inga,1 s 25,00 Nathaniel Gott 12.50

r.lisha Fullam 7,50 W'illiam Ellison 12.50

Pci ry 2,50 Stephen Ingal.s 5.00

l.eniuel Jewel 2,50 Aljiier Dunluun 0.25

fJ'hotnarf Fuller ' 40,00 E. Phinney 40.00

Samuel Tubbs 12,50 Josej)!) (liillin 42,50

Uriali Liu-e 10,00 John Huw.ai'cl 50,00
Joseph Holt 10,00 William Cook 25,00

John 31 tiler 7,50 lk'U|aniiti (Iriflin 25,00

James 3\'hifo 15.00 Jaeoh Jiorris G2.50

.Tjimos Canliier 10,00 litmiamln Giihcrt 30.0O

Nathan Davison 5,00 (jrilVin Cfiitts 50.00

James Averell 50,00 I.ew is lie Villers 15.00

IVaiicis Htmi

y

5,00 Robert R idilel 7,50

Jabez Htii)heri 5,00 Aaron Noble 7..50

Normati Eaiidon 45,00 Miitthesv Beuiiet 7.50

'rimo'hy Sabiii 5,7.5 !-a;ie Slaey ' 10,00

Parnet \Vbipple 5,00 Jo.-;eph N. .lono.s 5.00

iJill Jarvis 2,50 1
Levi Wentworth

Total,

0,25

$1,411.25.
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The odd cents are from tlic subscriptions having

been in the old currency. This document shows sev-

eral interesting facts. Tliere are forty two names,
' which makes an average subscription of more than

A $33 to each name
;
and it may be doubted if any

' tiling' like such an average could now be obtained for

any public object whatever. Ofthese forty two names,

' twenty three were then residents of the village, and

considering the public spirit that prevailed, it is fair to

suppose that this comprised at least two thirds of the

; heads of families that were then to be found in the

place. It will probably be safe to say, that Coopers-

;/ town contained in 1/ 95, about thirty five families, and

:* quite as many houses. As the heads of families were

I'
generally young, an average of five persons to each

^
family would be sufficiently high

;
tliis would give a

whole number ofone hundred and seventy five souls*

;

Ifto these we add twengv five for single persons, wc

f get a total of two hundred for the pojiulation, v. hich

could not be far from the truth.

The Academy was raised September ISth, 1 795. It

: was one of those tasteless buildings that affiict fdl mnv

" countries, and contained two school rooms brlow, a

jiassage and the stairs; v.r.ile tlie ujijier story was in

a single room. IS’othin<jf sunerior to a common Eng-

f lisli education was ever faueht in this house, all at-

tenqits at clas.-ic;il instruction failing. 'I’lns must be

[
ascribed to the gmieral want of means in the jiopula-

? I) 2
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tion, at the time ;,t]ie few who gave their children

classical educations, usually sending them abroad for

tliat purpose.

,
The Academy, containing at that time the largest

room in the place, was as much used for other pur-

poses as for those of education. Religious meetings

were generally held there, as well as oilier large as-

semblages of the peo])le. The school exhibitions of

iMr. Cory, in which Brutus and Cassius figured in hats

of the cut of 1776, blue coats faced with red, of no cut

at all, and matross swords, are still the subject of

mirth with those who remember the prodigies.

The court on great occasions was sometimes held in

this building, and even balls were occasionally given

in it; in short, it was a jack of all work, rather than

of the jiarticLilar work for which it was intended.

Notwithstanding the failure as respects a classical

school, the year was memorable for the establishment

of another species of instruction, that probably was

more useful to this particular community, at that early

day. On the 2Sth day of February, 1705, jMr. Elihu

Bhinney, a native of Connecticut, arrived in Coop-

erstown, bringing with him the materials for printing

a newspaper
;
and on the 6d day of April of the same

year, the first number of the “ Otsv^o J/t rahl, or

Advertiser,'’'' a weekly paper, made its ap-

peaftace. This was tlie second journal puhli^iied in

the state, west of Albany. We see by its title that, in
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1795 it was considered a western print, whereas at the

present day, Coopcrstown is probably a hundred

leagues east of the central point around which jour-

nals are now to be found.

By means of this print we are enabled to make the

following curious statistical statement, by which the

reader will obtain an insight into the actual condition

of the western part of this state, at that time. In 1794,

Judge Cooper was elected representative in congress,

from a district composed of the counties of IMontgom-

ery, Herkimer, Tioga, Ontario, Onondaga and Ot-

sego, as they then existed. 11 is opponent was Mr.

Winn, of JMontgomery, and the foIloAving is the re-

sult of the canvass :

Montgomery

Cooper,

304

Jfiyin,

970

Herkimer 746 144

Tioga 89 88

Ontario 30 2

Onondaga 95 6

Otsego 1271 216

Total, 2535 1426

Here we see that the county of Ontario, at that time

comprising so much of the state, gave but d’2 votes,

while Otsego gave 1187. This fact shows the great

rapiilitv with which the lattt'i* county had been settled,

A brt'wcry was established in 1791, ly two English-

men, of the names of Mulcock and Morgan, but it
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was ill advance of the country, and after a short ex-

periment it failed.

July 9th, 17 95, a man named Porteous was flogged

at the whipping post, for stealing some pieces of rib-
^

bon. This was the first of turn instances of the same

punishment on tlie same spot. The whijiping post

and stocks stood nearly opposite the gaol door, in

West Street, but on the west side of tlie street. Por-

teous was banished, as well as dogged, tlie former pun-

ishment being usual in Cooperstown. It is to be

regretted that it has follen into disuse.

liy an article in the Otseiro Herald, of October 30th,

it would seem that the year 1795, added much to the

size of the place, no less than thirty buildings having

been constructed that season. IMany of these how-

ever, were shops, oflices and stores. Among others

were the brewery and academy, already mentioned.

The former stood near the present bridge, and is des-

cribed as having been S3 feet in length, *25 feet wide,

and 19 feet posts. The academy was 05.} feet long,

32 wide, and 25 feet posts. The summit of the belfry

was 70 feet from the ground.

On the evening of the 20th November, 3 795, a build-

ing attached to the pottery of iMr. Jo.shua Starr, a

respectable inhabitant of the village, was destroyed by

fire. This is b'clieved to be the first accident olbtlie

sort tlial ever occured in (.'ooperstown.

The mills that still exist on the Susquehannali,
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were erected by Mr. William Ellison, as early as

1792.

It appears that the Rev. Elislia Mosely preaclied

the first thanksgiving sermon in Cooperstowii, on the

2Gth November, 1795, in the court house. Ry the lat-

ter circumstance it would seem that the academy,

:
which indeed was only raised oh tlie iSth September,

;

had not then been completed. It is also stated in the

i; Otsego Herald, that in this year, the village paid in

excise, and through the inns and stores <fec., and by

' the duty on carriages, thirty six pounds. The first

carriage that was ever used in the place, was a phae-

!

ton of Judge Cooper’s. This was in 1792. In 1795,

he set up a chariot, which by the aid of four horses

I
Avas enabled to perform a journey from Coopcrstown

I
to Cherry Valley, between breakfiist and supper.

The first road to communicate with the lower comi-

' try, was that mentioned already, as running along

the eastern marain of the lake. Its course did not

differ essentially from that of the ])rcsent turn[)ike.

A rude road existed previously to the revolution, from

Cherry Valley, as far as the Ingals farm in jUiddle-

field, and this road was brought round the end of

the “ Ausion,” and into the village, about the year

1791. It followed the j»rcsent margin of ilie forest, on

the side of the mountain, until it reached the spot where

“ AVoodside” now stands, when it traversed the ])n's-

ent grounds of “ Lakelands,” diagonally, to the outlet.

i
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This eud of the road \ras tliree times altered
;
first, by

bringiog it down to tlie river a little below the mills ;

secondly, by leading it more diagonally across the

fields, and lastl}^ to its present route.

A state road was laid out between Albany and

Cooperstown, in 1794. This road crossed the moun-

tain, and descended tlie “ Vision,” by the line that is

still used as a foot-path. A bridge was then first con-

structed, where the present bridge now stands.

In l^^02, the Second Company of the Great 'West-

ern Turnpike brought the present turnpike road

througli the village. The labors of this company sen-

sibly improved tlie surface of Second Street, and may

be set down as tlie commencement of tlie present

handsome appearance of the princijial streets. The

Lake Turnpike was constructed in 1825. The state

road was continued west liy tlie people, in 179G, nearly

on the line of the present turnpike, some aid being

obtained from the state. The llartwick and Tier’s

roads have been but little altered since 17SG, though

botli have been straightened near tlie village.

In 1795, the townshipof Otsego, then mucli larger than

at present, however, contained 21G0 males, above the

age of IG, a prodigious increase for ten years. It had

491 electors under the laws of tliat ptaiod, viz : 3G8

.£100 frocholdt'rs
;

55 £20 tVeclioMcrs, and GO per-

sons renting tenements at £2. it is said that in 17GS,

all the electors in the state west of Albany, tlie latter
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included, excepting however the manor of Rensse-

laer, were but G3G. In 1795, the number in the same

counties was 3G,0’2G. It probably now exceeds

200,000.

It is mentioned that Lake Otsego was free from ice

on the 1st of January, 1796. It did not close the

present year (1838,) until the 23d Jaiuiary. March,

179G, was memorable for the flocks of pigeons that

flew thioiigh this valley
;
elderly persons declaring

that they saw more on a single morning, than they

had previously seen in all their lives.

At the close of the year 1796, Judge Cooper made

bis contracts for the construction ot tlie “ Hall.” This,

.

it is believed, was the flrst building in the count}^,

and with the exception of the German settlements,

almost the first private building in the state, west of

Schenectady, that was not built of wood. Ry an in-

strument that is still in existence, William Sprague

and Barnet Whipple contracted to do the carpenter’s

and joiner’s work of this house, all the materials being

found on tlie spot, for the sum of jsl,350. The work

was begun in the year 1796, but it got no higher than the

foundation, in 1797. In 1798, the walls were raised,

and the house was efiectually enclosed. In June,

1799, the building was completed, ami the tamily of

the proprietor removed into it. It was, however, in-

habited by some of the workmen, in 1798.

The grounds of tlie old building, wiiich was called
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the “ Manor House,” and those of the “ Hall,” were

not ideiitical. Tiie former extended back no farther

than to the site of the present building, whereas the

latter, as is known, reach to Third Street. At this

time, and for some years later, many pines were still

standing in the fields south of Third Street, and most

of the spots that had been cleared were covered with

a young second growth. “ Otsego Hall” was, for

many years, the largest private residence in the newer

parts of the state, and it is still much the most consider-

able structure in Cooperstown, a village that is so

singularly well built. Some idea of tlie strengtli with

Avhicli it was constructed may be gained from the fact,

that in ISd 1, wlien the present owner commenced his

repairs and improvements, the floor above the great

hall, which is near t^v'enty five feet by fifty in surface,

was raised three feet, one corner at a time, without

injury even to the ceiling below. The joists were of

oak, the planks of the best quality, and the fasteningsof

wrouglit iron spikes. Tliis house was struck by light-

ening in 1S02, on which occasion the first lightening

rod in Cooperstown was erected.

Tlie Free Masons opened a lodge in the village on

the first Tuesday in IMarch, 179G, and on the 27th

December, they lield a great reliiiious festival in the

Academy. They dim'd in the same i)lace, and in the

evening they had a b;i!l.
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The first library was opened in this village, March

11th, 179G, Capt’. Timothy Barnes, librarian.

Tlic year l’^94, was memorable in the history of

Cooperstown, for what is still called the “ Indian

Alarm.” This alarm was false, having proceeded

from tlie combined circumstances that a report pre-

vailed of a considerable body of Indians having been

seen lurking in the woods, at no great distance, and

that a party who had brought in some counterfeiters,

discliarged their pistols at midnight. Scouts had

been previously sent to ascertain the fact about the

Indians, and this discharge of pistols v^as supposed to

proceed from tliese scouts, in the wish to alarm the vil-

lage. iMany ludicrous accounts are given of the effect

of the fright, one man, in particular, secreting himself

in a log abutment of the bridge that had then been re-

cently constructed at the spot where the present bridge

now stands. VvT learn in the fact, the infant condition

of the country, as it was then possible to create an

alarm on accoimt of the Indians.

Up to this period the lake was full of fish, and hauls

of hundreds of the delicious bass were made at a time,

during the proper season. The “ Trout” also

abounded, as did deer. The fisherman of the day

was known as “ Admiral Ilearsey,” jironounced

“ Ilassy,” a man who was unhappy unless in a boat, or

belbrc a lime kiln. lie was, peiiia])S, more thoroughly

acpiatic, than his successor, “ The * Commodore,”
E
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v.ho }ias now comnmiidcd the lake more than thirty

years, but on the wliole, less skiliful. At that time,

pickerel, now so abundant, were seldom caught at all.

In 1704, there was a large flat boat on the lake,

called the “ Ship Jay,’’ on board which “ xldmiral

Ilassy”, first hoisted his flag. Ilis sails were boards,

and his speed more tlian doubtful.

The old road along the east bank of the lake was

abandoned about this time
;
those who went to Spring-

field going by the way of Piers
;
and those who went

to Albany, or to the Mohawk, by the way of Cherry-

Valley.

A journey taken by Judge Cooper, in 1705, of

which the memorials still exist, will give an idea of

the means of cornmimicolion that were then in the

country, lie left Coojierstown soon after breakfast,

with his wife and two children, in the old fashioned

cliariot already mentioned, and drawn by four horses.

At iNliddleficld Centre, the- party stopped, bated and

dined. It reached Cherry Valley a little before sun-

set, where it jiasscd the night. Left Clierry-Valley

next morning after an early lireakfast, and stopjied to

dine w ith Mr. (’'hristopher Yates
;
thence to tlic house

of lleiidriek Frey, at Canajoliarie, to supper and to

sleep. Quitting 51 r. Frey’s, after a late hreaklast., or

at ten o’ldock, it readied an inn for the niglit, ahout

ten miles from Si-honectady. The next morning,

making an early start, it readied Cilhert’s in
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nectady, to a late breakfast, and succeeded in getting to

Albany about sunset.

At this period lime-kilns and brick-kilns existed at

the 1 outlet, owing to which circumstance, and to the

diggings of the different roads, the western bank has

been much defaced, it having resembled tlie east-

X'rn a good deal, in its native state
;
tlioiigh a small flat

always existed a little Irelow.

In 1797, The Rev. Thomas Ellison, of Albany,

and the Patroon, both Regents of the University, vis-

ited the Cherry-Valley Academy, and tlien extended

their joiirney to Cooperstown, wlicre the former

preached in the court house. This vms the first time

service, according to the rites of the Protestant Epis-

copal Church, v/as ever performed in the place.

CHAPTER IV.

In 1799, the Rev. John Frederick Ernst, a Lutheran

clergyman, settled in Coo])erstown, under a tempo-

rary arrangement with the inhabitants, to perform re-

ligious service. Perhaps jMr. I'irnst, who was a na-

tiv'e of Cermanv, was the only person of his own per-

suasion in tlic villamn and the reason of this selection

was connected with a liope of getting the Ixmefit ol a

berpiest made for tlie purposes of edneation and reli-
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gious instruction, by tlic late Rev. iMr. Ilartwick.

'J'bis hope proved fallacious, and Mr. Ernst remained

but two or three years in the place, tliough be pur-

chased property in it, and his descendants in the fourth

generation are now to be found among us. IMr. Ernst

was the second regularly employed clergyman in

Cooperstown, though, owing to his peculiar sect, he

can hardly be said to have had a regular church.

The first law for establishing a post route from

some convenient point on the line of post route be-

tween Albany and Canandaigua, “ through Cherry-

\'alley to the court house in Cooperstown, in the

county of Otsego,” was passed on the 8th IMay, 1794.

The post office was first opened in tlio village June

1st, 1791, Joseph Griffin, postmaster. The mail arri-

ved weekly for some years
;

it then came twice a

week
;
then thrice ;

then daily
;

and several varia-

tions occurred even after this, the daily mail not liav-

ingbeeh permanently established, as at present, until

about tlic year 1821.

In 1799, the Rev. John McDonald, of the Scotch

Seceders, was arrested for debt in this village, bailed,

and was jilaccd on the limits. Mr. McDoimld duriiig

his imprisonment preached regularly in the court

house, though he had no call, suj)j>orting himself liy

instructing a few classical scholars. He went away

in 1800.

The Rresbyieriaiis and Congregationalists, in and
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-about CooperstoAvii, formed themselves into a legal

society on the 2Uth of December, 170S. The spiritual

organization of this cluirch took ])lace on the 16th of

June, ISOO, Isaac l^e^vis moderator of tlie meeting.

On the 1st clay of October, ISOO, the Dev. Isaac Lends

was installed tlie pastor of the aforesaid churcli and

congregation. He was the first regularly and perma-

nentiy settled clergyman in Cooperstown, and he

ofliciated altogether in the academy, as Mr. Ernst had

done during his stay. His connection witli this

cimrch was dissolved in 1805.

The Rev. Mdlliam Neill was ordained aivd installed

as the successor of iMr. Ijcwis in ISOG. Tliis connection

wasdissoived inlSOO. In 1810, the Lev. John Chester

was engaged for a few months to fill tlie pulpit of this

church. On the 7th of Fehruarvg 1811, the Rev.

John Smith was ordained and installed as the succes-

sor of Mr. Neill. This connection contim.ad until

the year 1800. On the2Gtli day of Ncivemher, 1801,

the Rev. Alfred E. Campheli was installed as the suc-

cessor of Mr. Smitli. The departure of Jlr. Smitli,

and the causes which induced it, being of a s]>iritual

character, were connected vritli a separation ol this

cojiii'regatioii into two eongregatioits, one ot ^\]lich

Jicld its religious worship in the court house aiul in

the gre:it h:dl of the “ Hail,” the latter builuiiig heiiig

at that time unoccupied hy any |H rs<m luit a kceper.

7l’liis division was healed on the occasion of tlic call
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of ]\Ir. Campbell, v/lio stili tlie pastor of tlic rcimi-

ted congregations.

On the lOlh day of September, ISOO, Miss Cooper,*

the eldest daugluer of Judge Cooper, a young lady

in the 23d year of her age, was killed by a fall from a

horse. Her funeral sermon was preached by the

Kov. DaniclNash, of the Protestant Episcopal Church >

* Tills youn;i wlio iiad hocn fdnrated in tlie schools
btdow, and who, from Jiaving accminpauied her father in his

'

oiih'ial visits to liic seat of govenmionf. was jierhaps as exten-

sively and favorably known in the miildle states, as any female
of lier years, was universirtly regrettetl. Slie had improved
iier leisure h\' extensive reading, and vvais a model of the du-

mestio virtues. During his visit to this country, M. dc tl'aHey-

rtind passed a few days in Cooperstowii, where lie was an in-

mate of the family of .Judge Coo]ier. Tiie Otsego Herald, of

Octohor i2. 1795, coutaiiss the following acrostic on Miss Cooper,
then ill her cig'itconlh v ear, wliicli tr;ulitioii ascribes to the

celebrated dlplomnle. We give it as a literary curiosity, rather

than us a very faultless specimen of poetry, although it is (|uite

resjiectable in the latter point of view.

Aimable ]diiloso’>!io an prinfems de son age,

Ni les Terns, ni le£ lieux u’altercnt son esprit

:

Ne eeflatit nu* a ses gouts, simple et sans e'ttilage,

An milieu des deserts, elle lit, pensc, ecrit.

Cultivez. belle Anna, votre gout ]>our Ihjtudc ;

On ne .'Uiirait ici mieux employer sou terns ;

Ot.segti irest ]uis gai—mais, lout est hahilinle
;

-

Paris vaui- dcjdairait fort an premier moment
;

Et <jni jouit de sol dans une solitude,

Rcntratit an mondc, et sur d'en I'aire ronienieut.

Mis.sComper was killed in the puldic higliway, about a mile

from the re-ivleuice ot (irnoiTi! .Morris, in the town ot’ Butter-

nuts, wht*r<.’ a luonumeiit has >tood thf'se thirtv' seven years to

commemorate the sad ev ent. She is interred in the hmyii'ir-

gvound of her family, ufider ;i slab, that, singularly enough,

while it is inscribed bv some ft. ohng linos, w ritteii by her latlier,

does not even contain her name !
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and she was interred accordinsr to tlie rites of that

church, which were now performed for the first time

in this villao'e, Mr. Nash, since so well known in his

own church, for his apostolic simplicity, under the

name of “ Father Nash,” was then a missionary in the

county. From this time he began to extend his ser-

vices to Cooperstown, and on the first day of January,

1811, a church was legally organized, under the title

of “ Christ Church, Cooperstown.” This was the

second regularly established congregation in the

place. On the same day, the Kev. Daniel Nash was

chosen Rector of Christ Church, which oitice, through

the delicacy of the clergyman who succeeded him in

its duties, lie informally held, down to the period of

liis death, in 183G. In 1618, Mr. Frederick T. Tif-

fany was engaged by Christ Church, as a lay reader.

This gentleman was admitted to Deacon’s orders in

1820, in St. John’s Church, New York, and to Priest’s

orders in Christ Cluirch, Cooperstown, in lb2S, by

the Right Reverend Bishop Hobart, and his conncc-

lion has continued with the church down to the pre-

sent moment.

In 1822, the Rev. Dr. Orderson, a clergyman from

Barbadoes, (MTst Indies,) officiated occasionally in

the church, for several months. 'Whilst here, the hon-

orary degrt'e of D. D. was conferred upon him by tlic

faculty of Union College.

The Methodist persuasion has had service, trom time
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to time, for more than forty years in the vill:i2:e, occa-

sionally witli regularity, and, at intervals, with Jong

iiitermissioiis. I'rom the discipline and system of

tills clmrcl:, it ia impossible for us to give any accurate

account of the difierent clergymen employed.

The Liniversalists organised tlicir society on the

20th April, 1831, under the name of the “ Second

Universulist Society of Otsego,” another existing in

the townsliip. At this moment, this congregation

possesses about eighty members. Tlie Kev. Job

Potter was tlie first pastor, having been installed in

183L lie was succeeded by the Kov. O. Wliiston, in

July, 1836.

The IJaptist Church was organized the 21st .Janu-

ary, 1834 ;
Elder Raymond, ^vho still olTiciatcs, being

tlie first pastor. This sect has occasionally had ser-

vice in the village for near forty years also, tlie bap-

tisms near the “ Otsego Rock” being of fretpient oc-

currence alioutthe commencement of the century.

The first edifice constructed for rcligktiis \\orsliip

ill the village of Cooperstmvn, u'as erected by tlaC

IVesbyterians, on tlio east side of ^Vest Street, he-

\wcen 3’liird and Fourth Streets, in 1805. It is

of wood, being 04 feet long by 50 feet in width, liaving

a tower and cupola iiimuy feet high. In 1835, tliis

huililiiig was extensively altered ami repaired, ami it

continues to be the j»lace of Avorsitip of its coiiyteiia-

tion. Tiik denomination purchased the Jiouse that
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stands on the south east corner of Third and ^yest

Streets fora parsonage, in 1838, for the sum of$l ,000,

In 1807, the Episcopalians erected a brick build-

ing, 51 feet long, and 40 feet wide, as their place of

worsliip. It was consecrated by the Right Reverend

Bishop Moore on the 8th day of July, 1810. This

building stands on the west side of Water Street, also

between Third and Fourth Streets, and iii a line with

the house first named. This denomination built a

rectory bn the south west corner of Water and Third

Streets, or adjoining the church yard, in 1832. The

latterbuilding cost about $1,200, exclusively of the lot.

The IMeihodists erected a wooden building with a

tower, having no spire or cupola, on the west side of

Chesnut Street, in 1817. It has never been painted,

and tlie service in it is still very irregular.

In 1833, tlie TJniversalists erected a wooden biiild-

' ino; on the north eastern corner of Third and M est

Streets, with a tower and ynnnacles. It is 50 feet

long, and 38 wide, and stands on the site of the old

Academy, the latter building having been destroyed

by fire on the 31st day of March, 1809. This church

witli the lot, cost about $3,000.

The Baptist’s erected a church in 1835—0. It is 54

feet by 40, and has a dome GO feet high. Tlie house

and lot co.'.t about .$3,000.

These five buildings arc all that have ever been

erected for the purposes of public worship, in the vil-

lage, and they are all now standing.



ti-?: .>.hmi$

.00«»..* JV* miii -j4f 'loi ,'H? f>i ai .. ; is r**

4>{JWti f rr-;' - ;
;

•

ki M.'iKtcr aj» ’ > 'i bao'
‘

b»i')vi iilpfl \ji •;'''' *1 .*<';v-:fM *:;•

Aia'r '

;>i:ib' ^t>. oil*)"'!
'

••^^a^ite^^.

:*i}hjk^r/ t^rfl «•;

i(?iv/ .•‘iful ji ni lim: I)-< <

'I ]flud fcj'dT .fv^nifar 3'i-iil ;,v.r,'<J»«l o/b

biStlT b;Ui l'iiiij7/ i«> .'aU tio

u.iT S”'J ai Jmr( (hwi» '’.r*u ;i»^; 1^.,

-td{ bih lo J Ua.<.i a .*

;.;
?ubbb«f i^Hnl'

/) ilfi'f/ ‘^pubfinrf n .'borf^ « ir>?rmj !>’*?/; 'arri'

lb *>bi;r |i?’vv a»r» r»(> -us cni»|rt cu . .^ /v*v/»v:

nfrjii wrni «/'al fl .'’I’Sf r.i j«a-?-sirfD

.

,7nfuf/r:li xwiUl^* '^i ti *vi fV’j; /.•i*. r.nb hitfi

-btiial uMj’ fr:y a ;».lj , fir'll /vt

Tajj'// Juirt I>’idT lo toiy'jyj a*: rroj^fii

i.i’‘l bC; Hi },i, i (Mt '•(jxi'3 ,« iiuyr ,.-ti>fnt}^

^‘lu (>ib '!o “,;{.i' i».» nintffMi iuia ,'>!•/ r Lt;.«
'

,v>i'. /(oa^A

'^b!T '{
j vifib

*
i ^ i'.’ ;;•> r' -fi tf{

F<i tj il • !i: 4:;^?u;d‘) jt bvv^;r^7•l o<iT

•'•^od 5)iil ,C .flsid Oft ti ^xil !>«h -ft.!
> ,.\1

vyr.fl thi{l .rjlil .fe^^aUuui'.j
’

'>vd ‘<>.'»nT

-lu'iHii ill fiiMaij ?vwi/paa; •aii -ty-l halyrn.t

.' iM'I'.a;’;:.’! U« Iuu{



CHRONICLES OF5.S

CHAPTER V.

Between tlie years 1795 and 180*3, llie growtli of

Cooperstowii was gradual but steady. A document

exists to show that in .laiuiary of llie latter year, the

village contained seventy five dwelling houses, thirty

four barns, and three hundred and forty nine inhabi-

tants. No account exists of the number of stores and

shops, which probably would have raised the total of

the buildings, exclusively of barns &c., to about one

b.undred. The families were not yet large, as this

account gives less than five souls to each dwelling-

house.

“ Apple Hill” was early selected by Richard Feni-

more Cooper, Esquire, as the site for a house, and

during the summer of 1800, he caused the jireseiit

buildingto be erected. This was the second house in

the place, that was erected off the line of the streets,

or which had the character of a villa.

John Miller erected a house in bricks, in tlie sum-

/ mer of 1802, also. It stands on his farm, l)ut within

the present limits of the village, and is the second

building in tlie place that was not constructed in w»)od.

In 180-1, Judge Cooper caused a stone dwelling to

be constructed on the, south west corner of Water and
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Second Streets, for his daughter, who was tJicii mar-

ried to jMr. George Pomeroy, a native of Massachu-

setts, who had become a resident of tliC }>iace, in the

year ISOl. Tiiis was the first stone building in the

village. '

Between the years 1795, and 1802, John Russell,

Elijah II. jMetcalf and Robert Campbell, Esquires,

also became residents of Cooperstown, in which pdace

they have since lield conspicuous social or political

stations. All three of these gentlemen married in the

village, and their descendants in the second and third

generations, now form a portion of its population.

Judge jMetcalf died in 1821, but the oilier two are still

living. jMr. Russell vras tlie second member of con-

gress ever elected from the place, and IMr. TMetcalf was

in tlie legislature of the state two terms.

In 1801
,
a man dressed in a sailor’s jacket, without

stockings, or neck-cloth, but cleanly, ami otherwise ot

respectable appearance, and who seemed to be be-

tween forty and lifty, presented himself to Judge

Cooper, with a request to know whether a small piece

of low meadow land, that lies between “ Feiiimore”

and the village, was to be sold. The answer was in

the adirmative, but the applicant was informed that, on

account of its position, the price would be relatively

high, amounting to a consideruliic sum. The stran-

Eer reijuestcd that a deed might immediately he made

of it, and he counted down tlie memey in gold, giving
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his Dfime as Esaias Ilausmaii. Mr. Haiisman left

t)xe Hall the owner of the lot in question, which has

ever since been known as the “ Hausman Lot.” The

habits, attainments and character of tliis man soon

attracted attention. He spoke five or six of the living

languages, and had a tolerable knowledge of the

classics. 'He lived entirely alone, in a small house he had

caused to be built on his purchase, and in the rudest

manner. Occasionally he would disappear, and his

absences sometimes extended to months. He fre-

quently spoke of his past life, though it is not known

tliat lie ever, gave any connected or explicit history of

his origin, or of the events that led him to America.

According to his own accounts of his adventures, he

had served in the Imperial army, and he was once

lieard to say that the death of Kobespierre alone saved

him from the block. Casual remarks of tliis nature

increased curiosity, when Hausman became more re-

served, and he soon ceased to touch at all on the
’

events of bis past life. Sometime about the year

1S05, he had been abseut'scveral months, when it was

discovered that h-e was teaciiing Hebrew to the presi-

dent of one of the eastern colleges. This occupation

did not last long, however, for he was soon back

agaiji, in his hut on tlie lake shore. In this manner

this singular man passed many years, apparently un-

<ietermiued in iiis purposes, rude, and even coarse in

many of his habits, but always courteous and iiitel-
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ligent. He died at Herkimer, in 1812, and without

making any particular revelations concerning himself,

or Ids family. ' As he died intestate, his property es-

cheated, the lot on the shore of the lake being sold by

the j)ublic. It is said that a considerable sum in gold

was found in a purse that he wore between his shoul-

der-blades.

Nothing further was ever known of Esaias Haus-

inan. He was certainly shrewd and observant, and

his acquisitions, w hich were a little exaggerated, prob-

ably, by vulgar report, ’were of that kind which de-

notes in Europe, a respectable education. He had

not the appearance or manners of a Polish gentleman,

for he called himself a Pole, and the most probable

conjecture concerning him, a conjecture that we be-

lieve is sustained by some of his own remarks, made

him a Jew. The name is German, but the people

of that persuasion often assume new appellations.

The estate which is bounded by the Susquehamiah

and Lake Otsego, on the west, belonged to Henry

Bowers, Esquire. On the death of this gentleman,

it descended to his only son, John M. Bowsers, Es-

quire. At a very early period, the land immediately

around the outlet, and of course o[>posite to Coopers-

town, was cleared and a farm house erected. On his

marriage, however, Mr. Bowers determined to reside

on his propertv, and to build at this spot. He came
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into tlie village in 1803, accordingly, where he re-

sided, for a short time, and commenced tlie construe-

tion of the present house at “ Lakelands.” This

luiilding was erected in 1801, and its proprietor took

possession of it in 1805. Since that time it has con-

tinued to be the residence of the gentleman who

caused the house to he built. Tliis place is not

vvitliin the limits of Cooperstown, or even in the

township of Otsego, but standing within musket-shot

of the former, its inhabitants properly belong to our

comm unity.

In 1797, the masons erected a Hall on the north

east corner of Front and West Streets, which is still

standing.

Tlie population of Cooperstown underwent essen-

tial clianges, between the years 1800 aiid 180G. All

the lawyers originally settled in the village, without an

exception, had removed, and tlieir places had been

suj)plied by a new' set. The same alterations also oc-

curred c'unong the merchants, who have frequently

changed since the settlement of the country. Of the

latter, Mr. Lawrence McNamee, who 0}>ened a store

in the village in 18():2, is the only one who lias con-

tinued in the same occu{)ation, and in the same place,

down to the present tiriie.

The only l)ookstore in the village, or that has ever

been in the village, that of the Messrs. Fhinney, has

been continued since F 05, also, in the same family.
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Bctsveen the years 1800 and 1810, the growth of

the village, without being rapid, was regular and res-

pectable, Many places tliat, a few years previously,

were much inferior to it in size and wealth, now began

to surpass it, but its own population gradually grew

easier in their circiiinstances, and, as a matter of

course, enlarged their manner of living. Still, the

people depended chiefly on the trade of the few adjoin-

ing towns, on the presence of the county buildings,

and on such of the more ordinary manufactures, as

found consumers in the vicinity.

On the 22d December, 1809, died AVilliam Cooper,

Esquire, the original proprietor, after whom the

village was named. Judge Cooper was in his fifty sixth

year, at the time of his death, and his connection with

the place had continued near twenty four years. For

nineteen, he had been a regular inhabitant of the vil-

lage. He died in Albany, and was interred in the

burying ground of his family, in Christ Church Yard.

To the enterprise, energy and capacity of tliis g;cntle-

man, the county of Otsego is more indebted for its

raj)id settlement, than to those of any other person.

A law was passed in 180(5, for the erection of a ncAV

court house and gaid for tin* comity ot Otsego. The

commissioners ajipointed for that purpose, sidected a

spot a little remote from tlie centre ot the village, on

the south side of tlie tunqiike, and west of Chesnut

Street. Here a building was constructed in 1800—7.
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It is 5G feet long- and 50 feet v/ide, and has been used

ever since for tlie public service. It is of bricks, and

the court room is capacious and convenient. The gaol

is in the lower story, and is crowded and incon-

venient. The gaoler has also rooms in tlie building.

A fire-proof county-clerk’s office was constructed

near tlie court liousc, in 1814.

Tlie removal of the court house to the extreme

western limits of the place, has had no sensible effect

on the direction taken by the village in its growth, but

a very few houses having been since erected in that

quarter of the town. The old court house, gaol and

tavern, were torn down in 1810, and a range of brick

stores was erected on tlie lot, in 1811.

In the year 1803, a market house was erected in tiic

centre of Fair Street, about half way between Front

and Second Streets. The attempt to induce tlic

butchers, and tlie people of the surrounding country

to use it, however, failed, and the building was re-

moved into West Street, and converted into a school

house, in 1809, or soon after the destruction of the

academy by fire.

On the 3d day of April, 1807, a law was passed

autliorising the inhabitants of the village of Coopers-

town, to electtrustecs, under an act of incorjioration,

which styled the place the “ Village of Otsego.” Tliis

cliange of name arose from party politics, and the

majority of the inhabitants of the village being op-
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posed to the measure, elected trustees, who rendered

the law a dead letter, by declining to do any thing

under its provisions.

June 12th, 1812, a new act was passed, incorpo-

rating the place, by the name of “ The Village of

Coo})erstown,” under whicli law, the peo})le proceeded

immediately to organize the local government. By

the act of incorporation, as since amended, the people

elect annually five trustees, who choose their own

president. The people also elect a clerk and treasu-

rer, three assessors, a pathmaster, and constable.

The board of trustees possesses powers to pass bye-

laws for the security of tlie village, in cases of fire ;

to prevent obstructions in the streets, or other nuisan-

ces
;

for regulating the streets
;
for lighting the same;

erecting public pounds, and for malving wharves,

docks, tk.c. Arc. No taxes, however, exceeding four

hundred dollars in total amount, sliall bo laid in any

one year. The village cliarter was amended Ajiril

80, 1829, the limits of the corporation being consid-

erably extended. By the plan of Judge Cooper, the

village ]dat originally contained one hundred and

twelve acres, as has been stated, whereas the j)icsent

boundaries probably include more than lour hundred

acres, though not more than a tliird of this surface

can be said to be actually occupied by tlie streets and

dwellings.

In 1812, at the time of the incorporation of the

K2
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place, Cooperstown contained 133 liouses &c., 57

barns, and 086 inhabitants. January, ISIG, there

were 183 houses, offices and shops, 08 barns, and

820 inlmbitants.

A small fire engine was purchased by the village,

in 1812, and a second was presented to it by the heirs

of Judge Cooper, in 1S15.

The business of Cooperstown became enlarged in

conseepiencc of the establishment of manufactories,

in its vicinity. This enterprise was commenced in

1809, by the erection of the Union Cotton Manufacto-

ry, on the Oaks
;
since that time, many other similar

works have been constructed in the neigliborliood.

In the village itself, works of various kinds Iiave been

gradually established, increasing the wealth and add-

ing to the industry of the place.

After the erection of the range of stores on tlie old

court house lot, a better style of building was intro-

duced for similar purposes. Since that time, most of

the stores, and many of tlie }>rincipal shops have

been constructed in brick or stone.

The late Isaac Cooper, Ksep commenced the house

called “Udgewater,” in 1810, and removed into it in

1814. This building, which is sixty six feet long, by

forty five in width, is one of the best in the place.

The residence of Mr. ILmry Uliiimey, on Clu'snut

Street, was 'commenced in 1813, and comj)!clcd in
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1816. This is also one of tJie principal dwellings in

the village.

Ricliard Fenimore Cooper, Esq. died in Albany, in

IMarch, 1S13, and was brought to this place for inter-

ment. This gentleman, when a youth, accompanied

his father to Otsego, and was one of the oldest inhabi-

tants of the village. IJis son and grandchildren still

exist i)i the place.

In 1S08, a second newspaper, >Villiam Andrews,

editor, was established under the name of the “ Im-

partial Observer.” This print soon passed into the

liands of John H. Prentiss, Esq., and its name was

changed to that of “ Cooperstown Federalist.” At a

still later day the title of this paper was changed to

that of the “Freeman’s Journal,” under which ap-

pellation it is still known. With the exception of a

short interval, the same editor and proprietor has been

at the head of the establishment, for about twenty nine

years.

A paj>er called the “
'SA’^atch Tower,” was set up

in opposition to the “ Coo})erstown Federalist,” in

1814, Israel W. Clark, editor. In May, 1817, this

paper was transferred to Edward 15. Crandal, who re-

mained its editor until its discontinuance, in 1831.

The “Tocsin” was established in 18'29, hut took

the name of the “ Otsego nepublican,” in 1831, under

which title it still exists.

In July, 1813, died Eiihu Phinney, Esq., aged
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fifty ciglit. The arrival of tliis gentleman in the vil-

lage, has already been mentioned. Mr. Phinneywas

one ofthe Judges of the county court for several years,

and continued to control the “ Otsego Herald” to the

period of his death. The paper was published by his

sons, II. & E. Phinney, until the year IS21, when it

was discontinued, after an existence of 2G yeai's.

In 181-1, the children of Augustine and Susannah

Prevost, who Jiad purchased the judgment of John

Morton, against their grandfather, George Crogharn

which was tlie oldest judgment on record, attempted

to revive the same by Scire Facias against all tlie terre”

tenants on Cooper’s Patent. This measure of course

made all the freeholders in the village parties in the

suit. The executors of Judge Cooper, liowcver,

managed the defence. The proceedings connected

with this law suit, lasted several years, when they

were discontinued in consequence of the statute

limitations. As the heirs of Susannah Prevost, who

was thedeviseeof George Croghan, held assets to more

than the amount of the judgment, in conseijucnce of

a failure of title tlirough infonnalily, under one of

the judgment sales against their ancestor, tlicre can

be no doubt that had the issue !)cen tried on its merits,

the defendants woulil have prevailed, without having

recourse to tlie agreement of ]?7o, according to

which, tile lands were to have been sold, lirstly to

satisfy the judgment of Governor Franklin, or lltat
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under wbicli the terre-tenonts held, secondly, to pay

the mortgage of Thomas Wharton, and lastly, to sat-

isfy this very judgment, which it was now attempted to

revive, after a lapse of forty years.

On two several occasions, officers of the federal

government established rccruiling parties in this vil-

lage. The first was in 1799, during the quasi- war

with France
;
Lieut. Joseph C. Cooper,who succeeded

in enlisting about thirty men in the county, com-

manding the party. TIic second occasion occurred

during the war of 1812, when a considerable detach-

ment of riflemen was recruited in the vicinity, and

collected in the village, under Capt. Grosvenor.

In the way of irregular troops, there have been sev-

eral volunteer corps in Cooperstown, though none of

any permanency, with the exception of the Artillery.

The first artillery company was established in 1798,

William Abbot, Captain, Samuel Huntington first

Lieutenant, and George Walker, 2d. The jiieces of

this company entirely supplanted the “ Cricket,” and

since tliat time the vniagers have never been without

regular brass guns for their parades and festivals.

A volunteer company of horse was established in

1791, Cajitain Lenjamin Griffin, commandant. Many

persons now living, can recollect a celchratfd sham

figlit heUveeit this cavalry and a jiarty of men dis-

guised as Indians. Tlic charges oftiie hor-^c, on that

occasion, are described as having hecii infinitely se-
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vere. At that time, the I05 fences, a good deal de-

cayed, inclosed a great portion of the two principal

blocks of the place, and the manner in vrhich the

cavalry got over them and through them, probably

caused as much surprise to themselves as to the spec-

tators. In this part of the field especially, the Indi-

ans are said to have discovered much tlie greatest

address, although both parties, as usual, claimed the

victory. «

The firstregular organization of the militia, in this

I>art of the country, appears to have taken place in

the year 179S, althougli detached companies existed

previously. Jacob Morris, Esq. of Butternuts, was

the first Brigadier General appointed, and Francis

Henry, Esq. the first Colonel of the regiment which

included the village. John Howard was the first Cap-

tain of the ordinary militia company of the heat.

Captain Howard was unfortunately drowned in the

Susquehannah the next year, in making a noble

effort to save a person who had got beneath some

flood wood, and he was succeeded by William Sprague.

For a long time after the coinmenceinent of the

village, Cooperstown suffered hut little from tires ;

several small buildings, it is true, were burned at dif-

ferent times, but tlie first considerable conllagration

occurred on the iiiglit of tlie dOtli of Mareli, 1S09,

when the prinling-oftii’e. ot II. A E. Fliinney look lire.

The ilames were communicated to a new’ dwelling-
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house, belonging to William Dowse, Esq. and both

were consumed. These buildings stood on West

Street. The next day the Academy was also destroyed

in the same way, and no attempt has ever been made

to rebuild it.

A dwelling-house and store, standing on Second

Street, and occupied by Joseph Wilkinson, M'cre des-

troyed by hre, March 17th, 1814.

A long range of store-houses, belonging to the estate

of Judge Cooper, also standing oii Second Street, was

burned down in the winter of 1813. A part of this

range was composed of the old “ Manor House,”

which had been converted into a store-house.

The next considerable conflagration occurred on

the night ofthe 27th of April, 1818, when afire broke

out in the hatter’s shop of Kalph ’Worthington, and

it was not subdued until it had consumed all the

buildings on tlie north side of Second street, betwccji

the west corner of Fair Street and the alley called

Heaver Alley, making six buildings altogetlicr. This

is much the most considerable fire that ever occurred

within the limits of the village.

But the summer of 1823, was a serious time for the

inhabitants of the village of Cooperstown. A succcs-

siou of fires took place, under circumstances that

scarce leave a doubt that they were mostly, it not en-

tirely, tlie acts of an incendiary. The “ Tannery”

was consumed on the night of the 12th of July, On
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a tijorough examination of the facts, it was generally

believed it had been set on lire. . A stone house,

whicli had been erected at “ Feniniore,” by J. Feni-

more Cooper, Esq., between the years 1814 and 1817,

was the next consumed. This place, which, like

“Lakelands,” stands without the village limits, properly

belongs to the village community, and the principal

dwelling was of considerable size and of a good finish,

having all the conveniences of a country residence.

The house was not completed, nor inhabited, though

it contained all the wood work, and a large amount

of valuable lumber. As it stood quite alone, in the

centre of an extensive lawn, there can be but little

doubt that it was set on fire. This house was des-'

troyed to the naked walls.

Several barns, which stood in the most compact

parts of the village soon followed. Fortunately the

injury, in few of these cases, extended beyond the

buildings which first took fire. The incendiary, or

incendiaries, were never satisfactorily discovered,

though ])lausible conjectures have been made.

Since the recent aiieratioris and repairs of the

“ Hall” liave been going on, a window has been

opened, and a place has been discovered where tinder,

oiled cotton, burnt mat(-bes and other combustibles

were lying together, leaving little doubt that one, if

not more attempts were made to dotroy tliat building

also, and probably about the same time.
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Tliere are other instances in which tliere is rea-

son to suppose that incendiaries had been at work in

the village, one of which is a recent case of a fire in

the court house. This building was discovered to be

on fire, about four o’clock on the morning of the 24th

of ]May, 1837, but the fiapies were subdued before

tliey Itad done much injury. One of the prisoners in

the gaol was suspected of having set the building on

tire, though the ebarge could not be substantiated.

Of late, scarcely a year passes without one or more

tires, Mdiicli usually proceed from defective or badly

secured stove-pipes, but no structure of any impor-

tance has been consumed. Indeed, it is the subject

of surprise that no considerable dwelling-house has

ever been destroyed by fire, within the village of

Cooperstown, with the exception of that of INIr.

Dowse, and of one or two of secondary value and

size, which Avere burned in the great fire of 1818.

Almost every other building that has been burned,

has been either a shop, a barn, or a store.

Cisterns for the collection of Avater have been sunk

in the streets
; hooks and ladders, firc-buckets and

hose are provided, and considering the size of the

place, the provisions against fire are respectable. The

firemen have usually been found active and bold, and

cases have often occurred in Avhich they have saved

large portions of the village.

G
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CHAPTER VI.

The -society of Cooperstowii received considerable

accessions between tlie years 1805 and 1820. Several

young lawyers established themselves in the place,

among whom were William Dowse, George Morell,

Samuel Starkweather, Joseph S. Lyman, Eben B.

hlorehouse, H. Flagg and A. L. Jordan, Esquires.

Mr. Morell removed to Michigan in 1832, and is at

present one of the Judges of the Supreme Court of

that state. Mr. Lyman was elected to congress in

1818, but died during his term of service. jMr. Dowse '

was also elected a member of congress at a still earlier

day, but never took liis seat, having died previously

to the meeting of that body. Messrs. Jordan and

Flagg removed from the village after a few years res-

idence. Mr. Flagg died in one of the southern states,

shortly after he left here.

The village has given the following members to the

congress of the United States, to wit
;

William

Cooper, who was first elected in 1794. John Russel,

Esq. who was elected in 1604. John M. Bowers,

Esq. u lio sat part of a session in 1813— 14, but lost

his scat in consequence of a decision of the house.
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William Dowse, Esq. elected in 1812, and died as

already mentioned. Joseph S. Lyman, Esq. elected

ill 1818, and died in 1821, and John H. Prentiss, Esq.

who is the sitting' member.

•f-i,
Tlie county of Otsego, has for several years, com-

posed a congressional district by itself, and of eleven

members chosen at diliereiit periods from the county,

six liave been residents of Cooperstown.

Several other gentlemen became residents of the

place during the period already mentioned, and con-

tinued to increase and improve its society
;
among

these were Messrs. Edmeston, Aitchison, Augustine

Prevost and G. W. Prevost. A singular fatality at-

'tended the three’ first of these gentlemen. Col. Pre-

vost was lost in the well known shipwreck of the Al-

bion packet. Mr. Edmeston was drowned while

bathing, and Mr. Aitchison fell by his own hand

during an access of fever. Neither of these melan-

choly events occurred in the village.

Five deatlis by droAvning, in the lake, have occur-

red among the inhabitants ofthe village since the set.

tleinent of the place.

The village was much improved by the fire of 1818

;

stone and brick buildings having been principally

erected in the place of those destroyed.

The first public house i»i Coo]>crstown, as has been

said already, waske[)tby William Ellison, on Water

Street, near the outlet. Put the first public house of
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any note, was the old “ Red Lion,” kept by Joseph

CrifFm, on the projecting corner of West and Second

Streets. This building, which at dilTercnt times has

been much enlarged, repaired and improved, lias con-

tinued to be one of the principal inns of the phice for

forty-six years. The old sign, whicli was painted by

an amateur artist, R. R. Smitli, Esep the first sheriff of

the county, stood for many years
;
but to the great re-

gret of the older inhabitants of the place, it has been

made to disappear, before some of the more ambitious

improvements of the day, the house lieing now called

the “ Eagle Tavern.”

The second public house of any consequence, was

the “ Blue Anchor,” kept by William Cook, on the

corner diagonally opposite to the “ Red Lion ;” this

house was in much request for many years among all

the genteeler portion of the travellers. Its host was a

man of singular humors, great heartiness of character,

and perfect integrity. He had been the steward of

an English East-lndiaman, and cnjoyeil an enviable

reputation in the village for his skill in mixing punch

and Hip. On holy-days, a stranger would have been

apt to mistake him f »r one of the magnates of the land,

as he invariably a]q.»eared in a drab coat of the style of

I77G,’ with buttons as large as dollars, breeches,

striped stockings, bueklos that covered half his foot,

and a cocked hat largo emiUgh to cxtingtfk'h him. The

landlord of the “Blue Anchor” M as a general favorite,
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Iiis laugh and his pious oaths having become histori-

cal.

There were many other taverns in the place,

the most considerable of which was “ AYashington

Hall.” It stood on the north side of Second Street,

one door from the corner of Fair Street. This house

at one period was in more request than any other in

the place, but not until the functions of the landlord

of the “ Blue Anchor” had ceased.

In 1832, the house adjoining the old “ Washington

Hall” w'as removed, and a spacious inn was erected

on its site
; this is at the eastern corner of Second and

Fair Streets, and the inn is known by the name of

“ Union Hall.”

A tavern was kept by Daniel Olendorf, on the

north-east corner of Second and Chesnut Streets for

several years. This house w'as probably in more de-

mand than any other that has been kept in tlie village,

but it was discontinued in the early part of the present

year, though it is still in request as a boarding house.

The “ Eaole Tavern” and “ Union Hall” are nowO

the two principal inns of the place, the first being the

stage house.

According to the census of 1820, the population of

the village had increased to 1000, and in 1825 it was

reduced to 857, while in 1830, it was 1115. By the

census of 1835, it Avas found to he 1190. The

growth of the village has been in some degree retarded
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by the mania for western einigration, and there was a

j)criod at the commencement of the century, when

Judge Cooper made large drafts on tliis village and

the surrounding country, for settlers on his other es-

tates. The law abolishing imprisonment for debt,

has also had a tendency to lessen the population of

this village, in common with those of all the small

county towns in the interior.

Notwithstanding the apparent stagnation in the

place, Cooperstown has actually been greatly im-

proved within the last fifteen years. Several houses

have been erected in brick or stone, of respectable

dimensions and of genteel finish ; among these that of

Mr. Elilui Phinney, on West Street, that of iMr. Wil-

liam Nichols, on Fair Street, that of IMr. Ellery Cory,

also on West Street, and that of Mr. John Haiinay,

on Second Street, arc among the most considerable,

Thetliree last are of stone.

A law was passed on the 8th day of April, 1830,

incorporating a Bank, by the title of the “ Otsego

County Bank,” and a stone banking-house was

erected on the south side of Second Street, nearly op-

posite to Fair Street, in ISdl. Tins bank has a cajii-

tal of one hundred thousand dollars, and llobert

Campbell and Henry Scott, F.squires, both old and

respectable inhabitants of the village, have been its

]}resideut and cashier since the formation of the insti-

tution. This incorporation has been Vv'cU managed^



'mmmi

^ i. 1^! .’.1
...'.' '••,.>^,v.,-' •$^?'.ij,.' '.

*
I- >•, .'•.. 'vp , 1

,
|- !^i>

V V1'^

' ''

rVwWP tfjwyir 4«»fysw^, *

li*"^ AUillii^^ Ifc^telitiyt'lh tfi1#iltoi Mattfagjdlwii^,, "tiillitfirifiBi^^ MibhA^
J*'

..^,,,,,,,Sfi»

"w'.^/i"‘/'^v -,''.*T^,'^'^
^]jWI^W|l‘^^'WW*

if!».ii%N{(i|^^^^ ,% |m»i f«IM4|:'

'C 'if®‘ •/«*>

'*<B ..m



COOPERSTOWN. 79

and as it has been found very serviceable to the com-

munity, M’liile it lias escaped the imputations that rest

on so many similar establisliments in other places, it

is in favor, with all the intelligent part of the poj^nila-

tioii.

Few of the very early heads of lamilies in the village

now remain
;
many of those even, who came in about

the close of the last oi; the beginning of the present

century, arc already dead, and several of those who

accompanied their parents as children, have follow'cd

them to the grave. Isaac Cooper, Esq. the second

son ofthe proprietor, who for many years was an ac-

tive inliabitant of the village, and who contributed lit-

tle less than his father, to its impi-ovcment and embel-

lishment, died on the 1st January, ISIS, llis two

brothers, AViliiam and Samuel, survived him but a

short time.

Tliomas Shankland, Esq. died 21st August, I82d,

and llis wife Eaehel, 21st October, 182(1. Ke was the

owner of the mills south of the village at the time of

his death.

.Tames Averell, Esq. whose activity in business has

been already mentioned, died as lately as December,

1830. llis wife liaving preceeded him to the grave

about two years.

Doctor Thomas Fuller, whose practice iii the vii-

laae comnumced iu 17‘J1, died on the 1 1th July, 183/.

Mr. Joshua Starr, another of the old inhabitants
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died the 17th February, 1838, and his wife on the 5th

May, 1837.

Mr. Ralph Worthington and Mr. John Frederick

Ernst, both respectable residents for a long time, died

early, the first on the 9th September, 1828, and the

second, on the 29th November, 1830.

Descendants of all these families exist in the second

and third, and in some cases, in the fourth generations.

The families longest resident in Cooperstown, are

the following, the date of the connncction with the

place being put opposite to tlie name of each, viz :

—

Cooper, (1785-1790 ;) Miller, (1786 ;)
Averell,

(1786-1788
;) White, (1788 ;)

Baldwin, (1790 ;
)Ful-

ler, (1791 ;) Starr, (17'92 ;) Griffin, (1792 ;)
Ingalls,

(1793;) Graves, (1793;) Phinney, (1795;) Rus-

sell, (1796;) Ernst, (1799;) Metcalf, (1799 ;) Bowden,

(1799 ;) Pomeroy, (1801 ;)
Campbell, (1802 ;) Wor-

thington, (1802;) McNamee,(1602;) Olendoif, (1802;)

Foote, (1801;) Scott, (1805';) Prentiss, (1808 ;) &c.

«Scc. Arc, To these maybe added several families that

have long been settled in the adjoining country, and

of whicli some of the members now reside in the vil-

lage. Among the latter, wc find the name of Fitch,

\ (1790-1814;) Clark, (1796-1812;) Jarvis, (1786-

1832;) Stowel, (1792-1822;) Doublcday, fl794-

1^21 Luce, (1788-1830.) The family of Bowers

may also be eiiumeiuted, though not v/ithin the vil-

lage limits, coming in 1803. Of the above meu'
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tioned names, IMessrs. IMiller, "White, Baldwin, Rus-

sell, Griffin, }3owden, Campbell, Pomeroy, Foote,

McNamce, Scott, Olendorf and Prentiss, tlie

original head ofeach fiimily, are still living, as is also

Mr. Bowsers. John Miller is now, and indeed, for a

long time has been,the oldest living settler, llis children

own the property which he first cleared from the for-

est. James White,' a carpenter well known for his

industry and hard application to his Avork, is the next

oldest settler, and Joseph Baldwin, cooper, is the

third; the fourth male is James Fenimorc Cooper,

Esquire. This gentlema]i Avas borne ESO, and in

1790, Avas brought an infant, a year old, into the vil-

lage, Avitli the family of Judge Cooper, of Avhicli he

Avas the youngest child. His sister, Mrs. I’omeroy, is

the longest resident among the females, neither of
j

those already named as older inhabitants, lier own
|

father excepted, having been married at tiie time of
j

the arrival of her family. The next oldest female resi- I

dent, Ave belicA'C to be the AAnfe of Joseph Baldwin. '

!

Of descendants, there have been four generations of
|

the Cooper family in the j)lace, from father to son.

j

This is the only instance, avc believe, in Avhich the i

fourth generation has yet been reached in the same

name, though it has been several times done through

females. The grand-children of the older settlers arc

in active life, howcAcr, in very many instances.

The folloAving names belong to families, that may

r

i
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nou' be consillered as old inhabitants, though their

residence is of comparatively recent date, viz. : E.

Cory, Gregory, Nichols, G. A. Starkweather, Water-

man, Paul, Perkins, Tracy, AYilson, Spafard, Lewis,

JU'sancon, 11. Cory, Cooley and Davis.

Some of the members of tliese families are now

among the most respectable and useful inhabitants of

the place.

fn 18:25, Samuel Nelson, Esquire, the Judge of the

Circuit Court, married the only daughter of Judge Pus-

.sell,and became an inhabitant of Cooperstown. Judge

Nelson resided some time at “ Apple Hill,” but in

1829, he purcliascd “ Fenimorc,” and enlarging

the farm-house, he converted it into a spacious and

convenient dwelling. The walls of tlie ruins left by

the fjre of 1823, were removed in 182G, and no traces

of that situation now remain, but its foundations.

Judge Nelson was promoted to the bench of the Su-

preme Court in 1S33, and in 1836, he became its

Chief Justice.

" John A. Dix, Esquire, the present Secretary of

State, purchased “ Apple Hill,’ of the heirs of R.

Fenimore Cooper, Esq. in 1828, but sold it to Levi

C. Turner, Esq. at his removal to Albany, on his bc-

ing appointed Adjutant General. iMr. Turner is mar-

ried to a daughter of Robert Campbell, Esq. and is

the present owner of that lieautiful situation.

Inl829, Ebeii R. Morehouse, Esquire, })urcliased
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a few acres of Mr. Bowers, on the skle of the “ Vision,

h

at the point where the old state road made its first turn

to ascend the mountain, and caused a handsome

dwelling in stone to be constructed. This place,

which has received the appropriate name of “ Wood-

side,” lias been extensively embellished, and as it en-

joys the advantage of possessing a beautiful pine

grove, it is generally esteemed one of the most desi: a-

ble residences of the neighborliood, ; In 1636, Jlr.

Morehouse sold “ Woodside” to Samuel AYootton

Beall, Esquire, a native of Maryland, who had mar-

ried into the family of Cooper.

After the death of the late Isaac Cooper, Esquire,

the house at “ Ed^ewater” was sold. An abortive at-

tempt was made to get up a female school, and this

house was altered, in order to meet such an object.

This project failed, and in 1631, the property v.- as sold

to Theodore Keese, Esquire, of New-York, by whom

it has been repaired, and the grounds restored to their

original beauty, and indeed improved. IMr. Keese

uses “ Edgewatcr” as a summer residence, having

married into the family of Pomeroy.

The “ Hall” having passed into the hands of J.

Fenimore Cooper, Esquire, that gentleman, shortly

after his return from Europe, or, in 1634, had it ex-

tensively repaired, and a good deal altered. The rool

liad rotted, and it was replaced by anew one o)i the

old inclination, but the walls of the building were
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raised four feet. Ou tliese were placed battlements

and heavy cornices in brick, that add altogether eight

feet to the elevation of the building. The distance

between the rows of the windows was increased three

feet, by filling in the lower ends of the upper windows,

and by placing new stools, the necessary height having

been obtained above. IMuch ornamental brick work

has been added, and the effect has been altogether ad-

vantageous. All the floors of the second story have

also been raised, giving to the principal rooms abetter

height than they formerly possessed, while those above

have been improved in the same way, by the addition

to the general height of the building. Appropriate

entrances have been made on both fronts, that are

better suited to the style of architecture and to the

climate than the ancient stoops, and two Ioav towers

have been added to the east end, which contribute

greatly to the comfort of the house, as a residence.

The improvements and alterations are still proceeding

slowly, and this dwelling, which for ten or twelve

years was nearly deserted, promises to be one of the

best country liofises in the state, again. The grounds

have also been enlarged and altered, the present pos-

se,s<;or aiming at what is called an English garden.

During the life of Judge Cooper, these grounds coii-

taimal about three acres, hut they are now enlarged

to near five.

Great improvements have been made in the streets



->r .s
'1J,

fii' 'im^n%^. J
. . .4 oil^ inII' ,

1«o * misvr^h

; mntf mw mtf

. .T' ,«wo^'m7y *h> 0i)

io>rad Jd( «iWoii- flmiiFf,

j, ,iiyc»da '«& -

n0iJmfmv'*<(t{x«t tu woi<j^fm av«ul

\ piuirJ:t *altwi^

m ba« o1yi« oi
n i> «! ''>**'W-(® 'Sf

* ' ‘

'®-.
.. .

‘^fOi &7«J ba»- d«i? iT^^iSfJir s*J»)^Ih

iFf Wjihii
*"'

,., i"- - M - V <* ‘

‘*«i

" W.'-is ^ .4,
-t’ ^

iiFvbtrir*i<;F:,i !^ioli' ddftiw Biiii bifflf '
j,,.

g»t|t IH »t>'»ajt>il \itji.»w .?srmi'

'*1,- . 1 4',.: lfe'»'^' ^ V-. %;, . -, !«?ft-i,, ,,- ^

ffl'.iiT' rrr
' '>5ii.v.- "

.
.

^ t.J'L



COOPERSTOWN. 85

of late years, which have been accurately graded, and

in some instances the side walks have been lagged.

The carriage ways are smooth, in general, and v. e

believe no stump now remains iii any of the public

avenues. There is a deficiency in the supjily of

water, however, Cooperstown being less abundantly

furnished with this great necessary in 1S38, than it

was forty years ago
;
for, at that time, log acpieducts

were led under ground, from the western mountain

into the village. Wells are numerous, though the

water is usually hard, and unsuited to domestic pur-

poses
;
luckily there are several excellent springs

vrithin the circle of the houses, and from these the in-

habitants obtain most of their supplies. A law was

passed inlS27, to incorporate a company to supply

the place with water, and it is to be hojicd that the day

is not distant when its very desirable objects v/ill he

carried into eflect.

CHAPTER VJL

}Iaving now given the simple and bricl annals of

the place, from the time when the site of Cooperstown

was a wilderness, down to the t)rescnt moment, we

siiali close our labors, with a more general account ot

H





8G CHRONICLES OF

its actual condition, trusting that posterity will not

permit any period to extend beyond the memory of

man, without addingto that which has been here given,

in order that there may always exist autlienticlocal an-

nals, for the information and uses of those most in-

terested.

The village of Cooperstown stands in the 44th° of

north latitude, and as near ns can be ascertained from

maps, in the 7Gth° of longitude, west from Greenwich.

It contains witliin the corporate limits, according to

an enumeration that has been made expressly for this

work, the following buildings, viz :

Dwelling Houses 169

Stores 20

Shops 42

Oflices 14

Churches 5

Bunk . 1

Court House 1

Engine House ' 1

Total 253

To these buildings may be added between sixty and

ciglity barns, carriage houses, stal)les and minor con-

' slructions that stand in the rear of the lots. The

buildings of “ Lakelands,” “ Woodsidc” and “ Feni-

more,” all of which places, though quite near tlie vil-

lage, stand without its legal limits, arc also omitted in

this enumeration. If these latter, and some ton or
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twelve dwelling- Louses that stand between Feni-

Dtore and Cooperstown, be included, the total num-

ber, of buildings of all sorts, would not be far from three

hundred and flfij.

The population does not probably vary much from

1300 souls at the present moment.

Cooperstown is better built than common, for a vil-

lage of its size. Of the dwelling houses, there arc a

good many of stone or brick, as> there are also stores

and shops. In the whole, near forty of the buildings

are of one or the other of these materials. IMany of

the dwellings, besides those particularly named, are

genteelly finished, and would be considered respecta-

ble habitations even in the larger towns.

The village is beautifully placed at the southern end

of the Lake, being bounded on one side by its shores,

and on another by its outlet, the Susquch ionah.

The banks of both these waters arc sufficiently ele-

vated, varying from twenty to forty feet. “ Apple-

Hill” probably stands sixty or seventy feet above tlie

river, which it alijiost overhangs. There is an irregu-

lar descent from tfie reitr of the town tow’artis the

banks of the lake, and wliich has been brought to a

re«rular ixradinn- in some of the streets running north

and .south. The place is clean, tlie situation is dry,

and altogether it is one of the healthiest residences in

the state.

Lake Otsego is a sheet of limpid water, extending.
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in a direction from N. N. East, to S. S. West, about*

nine miles, and varying in width from about three

quarters of a mile to a mile and a half. It has many

bays and points, and as tlie first are graceful and

sweeping, and the last low and wooded, they contri-

bute largely to its beauty. The water is cool and

deep, and the fisli are consequently firm and sweet.

The two ends" of the lake, without being shalloAV,

deepen their water gradually, but there are places on

its eastern side in particular, where a large ship might

float with her yards in the forest. The greatest as-

certained depth is at a place about two miles from the

village, where bottom has been got with a line of one

hundred and fifty feet. There are probably spots of

a still greater depth. The fish of the Otsego have a

deserved reputation, and, at particular seasons, are

taken in great abundance. Among those tha^ are

edible, *may be mentioned the following, viz. : the

lake fish, or salmon trout, the bass, cels, perch, sun-

fish, pickerel, cat-fish, or bull-pouts, and suckers.

Tiie river has the white fish, and many of the small

neighboring stioams aro ricldy eupplied with common

trout. The lake fish, is little, if any, inferior to the

salmon, and has been caught as large as from twenty

to thirty pounds
;
tiiose that Avcigh from eight to twelve

pounds, are not uncommon. The bass, or Otsego

bass, is also a delicious fish, resembling the white fish

of the great lakes. The pickerels and the eels are
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both excellent of their kind, and very abundant in

their seasons.

The shores of the Otsego are generally high, though

greatly varied. On the eastern side, extends a range

of steep mountains, that varies in height from four to

six hundred feet, and wliich is principally in forest,

though here and there a farm relieves its acclivities.

The road along this side of the lake is peculiarly

pleasant, and travelled persons call it one of tlie most

strikingly picturesque roads within their knowledge.

The western shore of the lake is also high, though

more cultivated. As the whole country possesses

much wood, the farms, viewed across the water, on

this side of the lake, resemble English park scenery^

Some of the glimpses of the settlement which has ob-

tained the name of Piers, from the circumstance that «

several farmers of that family originally purchased

lands there, are singularly beautiful, even as seen from

the village.

Immediately opposite to the village, on the eastern

side of the valley, for the Susquehniiiiah winds its way

for near fofir hundred miles through a succession of

clianning valleys, the range of mountain terminates,

heaving itselfup into an isolated hummock, however,

before it melts away into the phiin. This rise is

called the “ Vision,” and its summit is much fre-

quented for its views, which arc unrivalled in this part

of the country. The ascent is easy, by means of
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roaJsand patliF, and when there, tlie spectator gets a

bird’s eje view of tlie village, whicli appears to lie di-

rectly beneath him, of the valley, and of the lake.

The latter, in particular, is singularly lovely, dis-

playing all the graceful curvatures of its vrestern

shores, while the landscape behind them, embracing

Piers, and the hills beyond, is one of the richest and

most pleasing rural pictures that can be offered to

the eye. Notliing is wanting but ruined castles and

recollections, to raise.it to the level of the scenery of

the Rhine, or, indeed, to that ofthe minor Swiss views.

“ Prospect Rock,” which lies on the same range

with the “ Vision,” also offers a good view of the vil-

lage and the valley, though it does not command as

extensive an horizon as the first.

The mountains south of Cooperstown, form a back-

ground of great beauty, and it is seldom that a more

graceful and waving outline of forest is met with any

where. The “ Rlack Hills,” in particular, arc exceed-

ingly fine, and are supposed to be nearly a thousand

leet aliove the level of the lake.

As the valley of Cooperstown is about twelve hund-

red feet above tide, it will readily be conceived that

the summers are cool, and the air invigorating. These

facts arc very apparent to those wlio come from the

low counties during the warm moutlis. Even with
(_)

the thermometer at eighty, as sometimes liajipcns,

lliere is a sensible difference between the oppression
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produced by tbe lieat, here, and by that produced by

the same heat at a less elevation. The lake also, has

the effect to produce a circulation of air, it being sel-

dom that there is not a breeze, either up or down this

beautiful sheet of water.

The banks of the lake abound with eligible situa-

tions for country houses. On its western side, there

is scarcely a quarter of a mile without one, and we feel

persuaded that nothing but a good road to the Mo-

hawk is wanting, to bring this spot into so much favor,

as shall line the shores of the Otsego with villas. As

the roads now are, it requires but twenty hours to go

to New-York, and by the improvements that are

in progress, there is reason to expect this time v, ill,

ere long, be shortened to ten or twelve hours. Mdien

that dvuy shall arrive, we predict that Cooperstown,

during five months of the year, Avill become a place of

favorite resort for those who wish a retreat from the

dust and heat of the larger towns.

The society of this place is already of a higher

order, than that of most villages of its size. In this

respect, Cooperstown has always been remarkable,

more liberal tastes, and a better style of living having

prevailed in the place from its commencement, than

is usually to be found in new countries. At different

periods, many families and individuals accustomed to

the best society of the coimtry have dwelt here, and

they have imparted to the place the habits and tone
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of iheir own condition in life. So far from gaining

by a closer connection Vrith the commercial towns,

therefore, in this respect there is reason to think that

the village miglit not be better oil’ than it is at present.

Lying, as it does, oft' the great routes, the village of

CooperstOAvn is less known tlian it deserves to be.

Few persons visit it, without acknoAvlcdging the beau-

ties of its natural scenery, and the general neatness

and decency of the place itself. The floating popu-

lation, it is true, has brought in some of that rudeness

and troublesome interference, Avhich characterizes

the migrating and looser portion of the American peo-

ple, but a feeling has been awakened among the old

inhabitants, that is beginning to repel this innova-

tion, and we already, in this class, see signs of a re-

turn to the ancient deportment, Avhich was singularly

respectable, having been ecpially free from sendle

meanness and obtrusive vulgarity. One or two in-

stances of audacious assumptions of a knowledge of

facts, and of a right to dictate, on tlie part of strangers,

have recently met with rebukes that Avill ])robably

teach others caution, if they do not teacli them mod-

esty. On tlie whole, tlie feeling of the community is

sound, and is little disposed to tolerate this interfer-

ence A\ ilh the privileges of tliose who have acijuired

riidits by time and a long connection Avith the place.

It has been said, both directly and indirectly, that

the village of CooperstoAvn is Avell built
;
unlike most
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such places, its best lioiises are private residences, and

not taverns. Tlje “ Ilali” and “ Edgewater” are

both American coiintiy houses of the first class. The

house of lUr. Henry Piiinney, v/hich is sometimes

called the “ Locusts,” is a very pretty pavilion, of con-

siderable size, and the building is well finislied, and

in good style
;

all three are of brick. “ Woodside”

is also a substantial and respectable dwelling, in stone.

“ Lakelands” is not a very large house, but it is well

placed, and is finished more like a villa than any

other building around it. “ Apple Ilill” has a house

of no great beauty, but the situation is mucli the best

within the limits of the village. The present house

at“ Fenimorc” is respectahle, though with very little

pretensions to architecture, but the whole of the

grounds are delightful, and the site of the old building

is one of the most beautiful in the state, for a residence

of that character. In addition to these places, which

from possessing grounds are the most conspicuous,

there are a dozen other dwellings that have more or

less advantaxres, and some of which are also well

placed. Even* many of the buildings that stand di-

rectly on the principal streets are above the ordinary

level, and the general im])ression made on the obscr-

iver, is that of respectability and good taste. Blany of

the houses have gardens, though the original plan

prevented tlie intre/ductiun of court-yards, of which
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there are but eight or ten that deseiTe the name intlie

place.

Tlie present condition of Cooperstown is sufficiently

prosperous, without being in that state of feverish ex-

citement that has afflicted so many other small towns.

The trade is not great, but it is steady and profitable.

The village contains six dry good stores, all of which

are on a respectable scale ; four groceries
;
two drug-

gists hatters, watch-makers and jewellers, tin-men,

and the customary number of the more common me-

chanics, such as tailors, shoemakers, blacksmiths, &c.

Ax., some of which establishments are on a scale lar-

ger than common.

Distinctly withinthe recollection ofmany now living,

or some forty years ago, there were not probably half

a dozen forte-pianos, if as many, in the state west

of Schenectaday. There was one in the “ Hall,”

which was certainly the only one in the county of Ot-

sego, at that time. There are now two manufactories

of the instrument in the village, both of wliich also

make organs, and no less than thirty five private

houses in which pianos are to be found. Three of

the churches have organs. Lessons in music are

given by three diffierent competent persons, and a

good taste in this delightful art is fast obtaining. *

There are two boarding schools for females in Coop-

erstown, tliough no good classical school for boys has

ever existed in the place. The proximity to the Hart-
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wick Academy, distant only five miles, is supposed to

retard the accomplislmicnt of so desirable an object.

Nevertheless, a higher order of instruction is gradually

coming into use, particularly among the females, and,

as Cooperstown has always possessed good models, it is

hoped the attainments and principles which render the

sex so attractive and useful, as well as respectable,

will take deep root in tlic community. As they im-

prove their minds and tastes, the young of that sex, on

whose example so much depends, will obtain new

sources of happiness, which, while they create a disrel-

ish for the less refined amusements, will give them a

still higher standard of attainments, juster notions of

their own dignity, and an increasing dislilce for tliose

familiar and unlady-likc pursuits that are too apt to

form the aim of a mere village belle. The term vil-

lage belle, however, is inapplicable to the state of so-

ciety that (dready exists in this little community, and

we regard, witli satisfaction, the signs of a more gen-

eral advancement than formerly, in the accomplish-

ments that mark an improved association, the posses-

sion of which is so certain, wlien carried beyond their

elements, to bring with it, its own reward.

Cooperstown has two weekly iiews-papers, the

“ Freeman’s Journal” and the “ Otsego Republican,”

the former of which has aluniys been esteemed for a

respectable literary taste. In politics, as a matter of

course, these papers arc op|)oscd to each other.
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There arc nine practitioners in tlic law, at present,

residing in the village, viz. : Messrs. Campbell, Ci ip-

pen, IMorehouse, Cooper, Bo^^'nc, Walworth, Jat-

throp. Starkweather, and Tunier. AYilliam IX. A vc-

rell, Esquire, is also in the profession, but lie does

not practice. Of these gentleincn, iUessrs. Avercll

and Cooper are natives of the place
;

jMessrs. Camp-

bell and Crippen ofthe county.

The princij)al mercantile firms are tliose of II. II. N:

G. W. Ernst, L. jMcNaniee, E. D. llichardson, Co.,

J. Stowel, John Ilussell, «S:^Co., and II.Lathrop, &Co.

Most of these gentlemen are natives of the village, or

of the country immediately around it. JMr. McNamee

is a European by birth, but he has resided in Coop-

erstown, as a merchant, thirty six years.

There arc four practising physicians at present, viz

:

Doctors Spafard, Curtis, Johnson and Harper.

The printing establishment of IMessrs. II. E.

Phinney is one of the most extensive manufactories

in the village, if not the most extensive. It ordinarily

employs about forty hands, of both sexes, and con-

sumes annually 8000 reams of paper. It has five

presses in almost constant use. Large bibles and

school books are ch icily produced. Of the former,

this house publishes S0(30 cojiies annually. it

also publishes GU,01H) volumes of other books, chiefly

school books, and '200,000 almanacs, toy-books Nan

The Tannery is still kept up, aiul it produces a con-
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t

siderable amount of leat!ier, annually. Iron casting's

are also made in the village. The manufactory of

Messrs. E. & II. Corey, in cabinet ware, pails &;.c. &c.

is on a respectable scale. The manufactory of hats,

by J, R. Wortliington, an establishment that has pas-

sed into the second generation of the same family, is

also considerable. Mr. Stephen Gregory has long had

a respectable shoe-store and manufactory, that is still

kept up. The industry of the place, however, as a

whole, is directed more towards supplying the wants of

the surrounding’ country, than to exportation. In tins

sense, the business is considerable, and is gradually

increasing, with the growing wealth of tlic county.

Aithoiigh Cooperstown, wnich has now had an ex-

istence of half a century, may not have produced any

very eminent men, it has had a fiir proportion of res-

pectable citizens. Several young artists and mechan-

ics, that w('.re born here, have risen to some notoriety

in their several callings, and the clergy and members

of the bar, have generally maintained respectable sta-

tions in their respective j)rofessions.

Cooperstown for the last twenty years has been

rather remarkable for its female population. Per-

haps no place of its size, can boast of a finer collection

of young women, than this village, the salubrity of

the climate appearing to favor tlie devclopenicnt of

their forms and constitutions. Tiie beauty, indeed, of

I
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the sex in this village, has heeii 'celebrated in verse

even, and we think quite justly.

As the growth and improvement of Cooperstowa

have been steady, and, with very trifling exceptions,

regularly progressive, they may be expected to continue

in tlie same ratio, for a long time to' come. We shall

liave no mushroom city, but there is little doubt, that,

in the course of time, as the population of the country

fdls up, this spot will contain a provincial town of im-

portance. Tiie beauty of its situation, the lake, the

purity of the air, and the other advantages already

pointed out, seem destined to make it more pccidiarly

a place of resort, for those wdio live less for active life,

than for its elegance and ease. It is highly probable

tli it, half a century hence, the shores of the lake will

he lined with country residences, when the village will

lie tlie centre of tl\eir supplies of every kind. AVerc

an eflbrt made, even now, by the erection of proper

lodging liouses, the establishment of reading rooms

and libraries, and the embellislinient of a few of tlio

favorable spots, in the way of pnlilic promenades and

walks, it strikes ks tluit it wouhl ho quite easy to bring

the place into request, as one of resort for the inhaln-

tants of the large to\vns during the warm months.

The mode adopted in the snudier European towns,

would he the most suitaldc for commencing such an

exptu'iinent. If a few persons, with narrow incomes,

and who possessed proi>er buildings, v/cre to lit up
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rooms, as parlours and bed-rooms, a set in each house,

furnish the breakfasts and tea, and, if required, the

dinner, persons of fortune would be induced to fre-

quent the place, would pay liberal prices, and th.e vil-

lage in a few years, would reap the beneft of a largo

expenditure. The system of common boarding

houses will not for a longtime draw to Cooperstown

company in sufficient numbers to remunerate ; or

company cv^eii of the right quality
;
but half a dozeti

fuinished lodgings, on a respectable scale, we think

would lay the foundation of a system tliat might prove

to be exceedingly serviceable to the interests of the

place. There is every thing that is wanted for such

an object, and, as society produces society, a few years

vrould bring an accession of this important requisite,

tliat would be certain to sustain itself.

To conclude, Cooperstown is evidently destined to

occupy some such place among the towns of New-

York, as is now fdlcd by the villages and towns on ‘he

shores of the lakes of Westmoreland, in England, and

by the several bourgs on those of the diffierent 's\otcrs

of Switzerland. The period of this consummation may

be advanced, or it may he retarded by events ;
t'liuiigh

nothing will be so likely to hasten it, as to provide

tlie means of comfortable private lodgings. As it is,

scarcely a summer passes that families do not reluc-

tantly go from this heautiful sjiot, to o', iiers less favoi'f-d

by nature, and \vith an inferior society, in consequence
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of their being unable to obtain the required' accoin-

juoclations. Still, every thing shows a direction

towards tliis great end, among which may be men-

tioned the increasing taste for boating, for music,

the Ianguages,and other amusements and accomplish-

ments of the sort, that bespeak an improving civili-

zation.

THE END.

ERRATA.

Page, 2.'>, “ Israel Guild erected &c.,” “ on wind was then the

road to Fly Creek,'" is a mistake. Tiic road to Fly Creek
passed by tlic Hartwiek road, crossing the hill near Todd Town ,

until 179G. The house in question did not stand, at that time,

on any road.

The word “gaol'’ is, in two or tlircc instances miss}>cE
“ "oal.”

Page, 8, 3d line, for “ 1783,” read “ 1780.”
















