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PREFACE.

Tuzereader of this book will very naturally be disposed
to ask the question, why the geographies, historics, and
other works of a similar character, have never made any
mention of the regions and eventa that compose its sub- -
ject. The answer is obvions enough, and ought fo satis-
fy every mind, however ¢ inquiring.” The fact is, that
the authors of the different works to which there is any
allusion, most probably never heard there were any snch
places as the Reef, Rancocns Island, Vulecan’s Peak, the
Crater, and the other islands of which so much is said in
our pages. In other words, they knew nothing about
them.

We shall very freely admit that, under ordinary eir-
cumstances, it would be prime facie evidence against
the existence of any spot on the face of this earth, that
the goographies took no notice of it. It will be re-
inembered, however, that the time was, and that only

- three centnries and a half since, when the geographies
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did not contain a syllable about the whole of the Amaeri-
can continent; that it is not a century since they began
to describe New Zealand, New Holland, Tahiti, Osahu,
and & vast number of other places, that” are now coun-
stantly alluded to, even in the daily journals. Very lit-
tle is said in the largest geographies, of Japan, for in.
atance; and it may be questioned if they might not just
a8 well be altogether silent on the subject, as for any ae-
curate information they do convey. In & word, much
aa is now known of the globe, a great deal still remains
to be told, and we do not see why the “inquiring mind "
should not seek for information in our pages, as well as
in some that are ushered into public notice by a flourish
© of literary trumpets, that are blown by presidents, vice-
presidents, and secretaries of various learned bodies.
One thing we shall ever maintain, and that in the
face of all who may be disposed to nnderrate the value of
our labors, which is this: there is not a word in these
volumes which we now lay before the reader, as grave
matter of fact, that is not entitled to the most implicit
credit. Wescorn deception. Lest, however,some cavillers
may be found, we will present a foew of those reasons
which occur to our mind, on the spur of the moment, as
tending to show that every thing related here might be
just as true as Cook’s voyages themselves, In the first
place, this earth is large, and bas sufficient surface to
contain, not only all the islands mentioned in our pages,
but & great many more. Something is established whep
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the possibility of any hypothetical point is placed beyond.
dispute. Then, not one half as much was known of the
islands of the Pacific, at the close of the last, and at the
commencernent of the present centary, as is known to-
day. In such a dearth of precise information, it may
very well have happened that many things oceurred
touching which we have not eaid even one word. Again,
it should never be forgotten that generations were born,
lived their time, died, and have been forgotten, among
those remote groups, about which no civilized man ever
has, or-ever will hear any thing. If such be admitted to
be the facts, why may not @2l that is here related have
happened, and equally escape the knowledge of the rest
of the civilized world ¥ During the wars of the French
Revolution, trifling events attracted but little of the gen-
eral attention, and we are not to think of interests of this
nature, in that day, as one would think of them now.
“Whatever may be thought of the authenticity of its!
incidents, we hope this book will be found not to be to-!
tally without & moral. Truth is not alsolutely necessary
to the illustration of & principle, the imaginary some-
times doing that office quite ag effectually as the actual.
The reader may next wish to know why the wonderfnl
events related in these volumes have so long been hid-
den from the world. In answer to this we would ask if
any one can tell how many thousands of years the waters
have tumbled down the cliffs at Niagara, or why it waa
that civilized men heard of the existence of this wonder-
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ful cataract so lately as only three centuries since. The
fact is, there must be a beginning to every thing; and
now there is a beginning to the world’s knowing the his-
tory of Vulcan’s Peak, and the Crater. Lest the reader,
however, should feel disposed to reproach the past age
with having been negligent in its collection of historical
and geological incidents, we would again remind hiin of
the magnitude of the events that so naturally occupied
its attention. It is scarcely possible, for instance, for ona
who did not live forty years ago to have any notion how
completely the world was engaged in wondering at Na-
poleon and his marvellous career, which last contained
even more extraordinary features than any thing related
here; though certainly of a very different character.
All wondering, for near a quarter of a century, was
monepolized by the Fremch Revolution and its con-
Bequences. | :

There are a few explanations, however, which are of
s very humble nature compared with the principal
events of our history, but which may as well be given
here. The Woolston family still exists in Pennsylvania,
and that, by the way, is something toward corroborating
the truth of our narrative. Its most distinguished mem-
ber is regently dead, and his journal has been the anthor-
ity for most of the truths here related. He died at a
good old age, having seen his three-score years and ten,
leavipg behind him, in addition to a very ample estate,
not only a good character—which means neither more
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nor less than what “the “neighbors,” amid their igno-
rance, envy, love of detraction, jealousy, and other similar
qualities, might think proper to say of him—but the odor
of & well-spent life, in which he struggled hard to live
more in favor with God, than in favor with man, It
was remarked in him, for the last forty years of his life,
or after his return to Bucks, that he regarded all popular
demonstrations with distaste, and, ag some of his enemies
pretended, with contempt. Nevertheless, he strietly ac-
quitted himself of all his public duties, and never neglect-
ed to vote. It is believed that his hopea for the fnture,
mesning in a gocial and earthly sense, were mof very
vivid, and he was often heard to repeat that warning’
text of Scripture which tells us, ¢ Let him that thinketh
he standeth, take heed lest he fall.”

The faithful, and once lovely partner of this principal
personage of our history is also dead. It would seem
that it was not intended they should be long asunder. But
their time was come, and they might almost be said to
have departed in company. The sameis true of Friends
Robert and Martha, who have also filled their time, and
gone hence, it is to be hoped, to a better world. Some
fow of the younger persons of our drama still exist, but
it has been remarked of them, that they avoid convers-
ing of the events of their younger days. Youthis the sea-
son of hope, and hope disappeinted has little to induce us
to dwell on its deceptive pictures.

If those who now live in this republie, can see any |
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! gronnds for a timely warning in the events here re-

. corded, it may happen that the mercy of a divine Creator

' may still preserve that which he has hitherto cherished
- " and protected.

It remains only to say that we have endeavored to
imnitate the simplicity of Captain Woolston’s journal,
in writing this book, and should any homeliness of style
be discovered, we trust it will be imputed to that cir-
cumstance.
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CHAPTER L

**Twas & commod!ty lay fretting by you;
*Twill bring yon galn, or perlab on the seas™
Taumwa or Tux Sexuw,

Treex is nothing in which American liberty, not always as
much restrained as it might be, has manifested a more decided
tendency to run riot, than in the nse of names. As for Chris-
tian names, the heathen mythelogy, the Bible, ancient history,
and all the classics, have long since been exhausted, and the
organ of invention has been at work, with an exubersnce of
imagination that is reslly wonderful for such a matter-of-fact
people. Whence all the strange eounds have been derived
which have thns been pressed into the service of this human
nomenclatare, it would puzzle the most ingenious philologist to
say. The days of the Kates, and Dollys, and Pattys, and
Bettys, have passed away, and in their stead we hear of Low-
inys, and Orchistrys, Philenys, Alminys, Cythérys, Sarahletiys,
Amindys, Marindys, ete., ete., ete.  All these last sppellations
terminate properly with an a, but this unfortunate vowel, when
a final letter, being popularly pronounced like y, we have adapt-
ed our spelling to the sound, which produces a complete buthoa
to all these flights in taste.

The hero of this narrative was born fully sixty years since,
and happily before the rage for modern appellations, though he
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just eseaped being named after another systern which we cannot
say we altogether admire: that of using a family, for a Chris-
tian name, This business of names is-a sort of science in itself,
and we do believe that it ia less understood and less attended to
in this country than in almost all others. When a Spaniard
writes his name as Juan de Castro y* Mufios, we know that his
father belonged to the famnily of Castro, and his mother to that
of Mufios. The French, and Italian, and Russian woman, ete.,
writes on her card, Madame this or that, borm 50 and so; all
which tells the whole history of her individuality. Many French
women, in signing their names, prefix those of their own family
to those of their husbands, a sensible and simple usage that we
are glad to see is beginning to obtaln among ourselves. The
records on tomb-stones, too, might be made much more clear
and useful than they now are, by stating distinetly who the
party was, on both sides of the house, or by father and mother;
and cach married woman ought to be commemorated in some
such fashion as this: * Here lies Jane Smith, wife of John
Jones,” etc., or, “ Jane, daughter of Thomas Smith and wife of
John Jones,” We believe that, in some countries, 2 woman’s
name is not properly considered to be changed by marriage, but
she becomes a Mra. only in conneclion with the name of her
husband. Thus, Jane Bmith becomes Mra. JoAn Jones, but not
Mrs, Jane Jones, It is on this idea, we suppose, that our ances
tors, the Enplish—every Englishman, as a matter of course, be-
ing every Amecrican’s ancestor—thns it is, we suppose, therefore,
that our ancestors, who pay so much more’ attention to such
matters than wo do ourseives, in their table of courtesy, call the
wife of Lord John Russcll, Lady Jokn, and not Lady—whatever
her Christian name may happen to be, "We suppose, moreover,
it is on this principle that Mrs, General This, Mrs, Doctor That,
and Mre, Sonator T'other, are as inaccurate as they are noto-
riously vulgar. '

Mark Woolston came from a part of this great republic where

* 3oma fow of onr readers may reguire to b told that, 0 Spanish, f, pronounced aa
s ths slmple con)urctlon “sod ;" thea this nane is de Costro and Mohos,
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the names are’'still as simple, anpretending, and as good Saxon
English, as in the county of ‘Kent itselfl. He was born in tha
little town of Bristol, Bucks county, Pennsylvania. This is a
portion of the country that, Heaven be praised! still retains
gome of the good old-fashioned directness and simplieity, Bucks
is full of Facks, aud Bens, and Diecks, and weé question if there
is such & creature, of pative growth, in all that region, as aun
Tthusy, or a Bepeky, or a Dianthy, or an Antonizetty, or a
Deidamy.* The Woolstons, in particular, were & plain family,
and very unpretending in their external appearance, but of solid
and highly respectable habits around the domestic hearth,
EKnowing perfectly how to speli, they never dreamed any one
would suspect them of ignorance. They called themselves as
their forefathers were called, that ia to say, Wooster, or just as
‘Worcester is pronounced ; though a Yankee schoolmaster tried
for 4 whole summer to persuade our hero, when & child, that
he ought o be styled Wool-ston, This had no effect on Mark,
who went on talking of his uncles and anuts, “ Josy Wooster,”
and * Tommy Wooster,” and * Paggy Wooster,” precisely as
if a New England academy did not exist on earth; or as if
Welster had not actuslly put Johrson under his feet !

The father of Mark Woolston (or Wooster) was a physician,
and, for the country and age, was a well-edncated and skilful
man, - Mark was born in 17%% just seventy years since, and
only ten days before the surrender of Burgoyne. A good deal
of sttention was paid-to his instruction, snd fortunately for
himself, his servitude uider the eastern pedagogue was of very
short duration, and Mark contirued to speak the English lan.
guage as his fathers had spoken it before him. - The difference
on the score of language, between Pennsylvauia and New
Jersey sand Maryland, always keeping in the counties that were
not settled by Germans or Irish, and the New England states,

* Abenrd and forcod Bs these strange appellatiohd may appenr, they are all geamine
The writar haa collected a iung lisk of such namea from real Jife, which e may one day
publish—Orchietra, Philens, and Alining sre among them, To all the names coding in
&, {t must be remembered that the scund of & 9nal ¢ 12 given.
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and through them, New York, is really so obvions as to de-
perve a passing word. In the states first named, taverns, for
instance, are still called the Duz Cow, the Indian Queen, or the
Anchor ; whereas sach a thing would be hard to find, at this
day, among the atx millions of people who dwell in the latter.
We question if there be such a thing as a coffee-house in all
Philadelphia, though, we admit it with grief, the respectable
town of Brotherly Love has, in some respects, become infected
with the spirit of innovation. Thus it is that good old * Stato
House ¥ard” has been chapged into * Independence Square.”
This certainly is not as bad as the tour de force of the alder.
men of Manhattan when they altered “ Bear Market" into
¢ Washington Market I for it is not a prostitution of the name
of a great man, in the first place, and there is & direct historical
allusion in the new name that everybody can understand.
Btill, it is to be regretted ; and we hope this will be the last
thing of the sort that will ever occur, though we confess our
confidence in Fhiladelphian stability and consistency is a good
deal lessened, since we have learned, by means of a late law-
suit, that there are fifty or sixty aldermen in the place; & num-
ber of those worthies that is quite enfficient to upset the pro-
prieties, in Athens itself!

Doctor Wocelston had a eompetitor in another physician, who
lived within & mile of him, and whose name was Yardley. Doe-
tor Yardley was a very respectable person, had about the same
degree of talents and knowledge as his neighbor and rival, but
was rauch the richest man of the two. Doctor Yardley, however,
had but one child, a danghter, whereas Doctor Woolston, with
much less of means, had sons and daughters. Mark waa the
eldest of the family, and it was probably owing to this circum-
stance that he was so well educated, since the expense was not
yet to be shared with that of keeping his brothers and sisters at
echools of the same character,

In 1777 an American college was litile Dbetter than a high
school. It could not be called, in strictness, a grammar schoof,
inasmuch as all the sciences were glanced at, if not studied ;
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but, as respects the classics, more thau a gremmar school it was
not, nor that of a very high order. It was a consequence of
the light nature of the studies, that mere boys graduated io
those institutions. Such was the cass with Mark Woolston,
who would have taken his degree as a Bachelor of Arts, at
Nassau Hall, Princeton, had not an event ocenrred, in his six-
teenth year, which produced an entire change in hia plan of life,
and nipped his academical honors in the bud. -
Although it is unnsnal for sqnare-rigrred vessels of any size to
ascend the Delaware higher than Philadelphia, the river is, in
truth, navigable for euch craft almoat to Trenton bridge. In
the year 1793, when Mark Woolston was just sixteen, a full-
rigzred ship actnaliy eame up, and lay at the end of the wharf
in Burlington—the little town nearly opposite to Bristol—whera
she attracted a great deal of the attention of all the youths of
the vicinity. Mark was at home, in a vacation, and he passed
half his time in and about that ship, crossing the river in a skiff,
of which he was the owner, in orderto do so, From that hour
young Mark affected the sea, and all the tears of his mother and
eldest sister—the latter a pretty girl only two years his junior—
and the more sober advice of his father, could not induce him to
change his mind. A six weeks' vacation was passed in the dis-
cussion of this snbject, when the doctor yielded to his son’s im-
poriunities, probably foreseeing he should have his hands
full to educate his other children, and not unwilling to put this
child, ae early ss possible, in the way of supporting himself,
The commerca of America, in 1793, waa already flourishing,
and Philadelphia was then much the most important place in the
country. Its East India trade, in particular, was very large and
growing, and Doctor Woolston knew that fortunes were rapidly
mads by many engaged in it. After turning the thing well
over in his mind, he determined to consult Mark’s inclinations,
and to make a sailor of him. He had a cousin married to the
gister of an East India, or rather of a Canton ship-master, and
to this person the father applied for advice aud assistance. Cap-
tain Cratchely very willingly consented to receive Mark in his
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own vessel, the Rancocus, and promised “to make a man and
an officer of him,"

The very day Mark first saw the ocean’ he was sixteen years
old. He had got his height, five feet eleven, and waa strong
for his years, and active. In fact, it would not have been easy
to find a lad every way so well adapted to his pew calling, as
young Mark Woolston. The three years of hia college life, if
they had not made him a Newton, or a Bacon, had done him
zo harm, filling his mind with the germa of ideas that were des-
tined afterward to become exiremely nseful to him. The
young man was already, indeed, a sort of factotnm, being clever
and handy at 8o many things and in so many different ways, as
carly to attract the attention of the officers. Long before the
vessel reached the Capes, be was at home in her, from her truck
1o her keelson, and Captain Crutchely remarked to his chief
mate, the day they got to sea, that * young Mark Woolston
was likely to turn up a tramp.”

As for Mark himself, he did not loae sight of the land, for the
first time in his life, altogether without regrets. He had a good
deal of feeling in comnection with his parents, and his brothers
and eisters;-but, a3 i is our aim to conceal nothing which
ought to be revealed, we must add there was still another who
filled his thoughts more than all the rest united. This person
was Bridget Yardley, the only child of hia father’s most formida-
blo professional competitor,

The two physicians were obliged to keep up a sickly in-
tercourse—not intending a pun. They were too often called
in to consult together, to maintain an open war. While the
heads of their respective families occasionally met, therefore, at
the bed-side of their patients, the families themselves had no
direct communications. It is true, that Mrs. Woolston and Mrs,
Yardley were occasionally to be seen seated at the same tea-
table, taking their hyson in company, for the recent trade with
China bad expelled the bohea from most of the better parlors of
the country ; nevertheless, thess good ladies could not get to
be cordial with each other. They themselves had a difference
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on religious poiots, that was almost as bitter as tho differences
of opinions between their husbands on the subject of alteratives,
In that distant day, homcmopathy, and allopathy, and hydrop.
athy, and all the opathies, were nearly unknown; but men
could wrangle and abuse each other on medical points, just
as well, and as bitterly, then, as they do now. Religion, too,
quite a sbften failed to bear its proper fruita, in 1793, aa 1t proves
barren in these, our own times. On this subject of religion, we
have one word to say, and that is, simply, that it never was a
meet matter for selfgratulation and boasting, Here we have
the Americo-Anglican church, just as it has finished a blast of
trumpets, through the medium of nemberless periodicals and &
thousand letters from its confiding, if not confident clergy, in
honor of its quiet, and harmony, and superior polity, suspended
on the very brink of the precipice of separation, if not of achism,
and all becaunse it has pléased certain ultra-sublimated divines in
the other hemisphere, to write a parcel of tracts that nobody
nnderstands, themselves included. How many even of the min-
isters of the aitar fall, at the very moment they are beginning to
fancy themselves saints, anc are ready to thank God they are
““not like the publicans |’

Both Mrs. Woolston and Mrs. Yardley were what is callea
¢ pions ;” that is, each said ner prayers, each went to her par-
ticalar church, and very particular churches they were; each -
faucled ehe had a sufficiency of saving faith, but neither was
charitable enongh to think, in a very friendly temper, of the
other. This difference of religious opinion, added to the rival
reputations of their hushands, made these ladies any thiug bat
good neighbors, and, as has been intimated, years had passed
since either had enterad the door of the other,

Very different was the feeling of the children, Anne Wool-
ston, the eldeat sister of Mark, and Bridget Yardiey, were
nearly of an age, and they werg not ouly school-mates, but fast
friends. . To give their mothers their due, they did not lessen
this intiinacy by hints, or intimations of any sort, but let the
girlzatgbay their own tasles, aa if satiefied it was quite sufficient
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for  professors of religion’ to hate in their own persons, with-
out entailing the feeling on posterity, Anne and Bridget con.
sequently became warm friends; the two sweet, pretty young
things both believing, in the simplicity of their hearts, that the
very circnmstance which in truth caused the alienation, not to
say the hostility of the elder members of their respective fami-
lies, viz., professional ideutity, was an additional reason why
they should love each other so much the more. The girls
were about two and three years the jumiors of Mark, but well
grown for their time of life, and frank and affectionate as inno-
cence and warm hearts could make them. KEach was more
than pretty, though it was in atyles so vory different, as scarce-
ly to produce any of that other sort of rivalry, which is so apt
to oceur even in the gentler sex. Aune had bloom, and fea
tures, and fine teeth, and, & charm that is 80 very common in
America, 3 good mouth; but Bridget had all these added to
expression, Nothing could be mere soft, gentle, and ferminine,
than Bridget Yardley’s countensance, in its ordinary state of
rest; or more spirited, laughing, buoyant, or pitying than it be-
came, as the different passions or feclings were excited in her
young bosom, As Mark was often sent to see his sister home,
in her frequent visits to the madam’s house, where the two girls
held most of their intercourse, he was naturally enough admit-
ted into their association. The connection commenced by
Mark’s agreeing to be Bridget's brother, as well as Anne's,
This was generous, at least ; for Bridget was an only child, and
it was no more than right {0 repair the wrongs of fortune in
this particular. The charming young thing declaved that she
would *““rather have Mark Woolston for her brother than any
other boy in Bristol; and that it was delightful to have the
same person for & brother as Anne!” Notwithstanding this
wight in the romantic, Bridget Yardley was as natural as it waa
cossible for o female in a reasonably ecivilized condition of
suciety to be. There was a vast deal of excellent, feminine
self-devotion in her temperament, but not a particle of the ex-
sggerated, in either sentiment or feeling. True as steel in al
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her impulses and epinions, in adopting Mark for & brother she
merely yielded to a strong natural sympathy, withont under-
standing ita tendency or its origin.  She would talk by the hour,
with Aunne, tonching their brother, and what they must make
him do, snd where he must go with them, and in what they
could oblige him moat. The real aister was lesa active than her
fiiend, in mind and body, and she listened to all these schemos
and notionms with a quiet submission that was not entirely free
from wonder.

The result of all this intercourse was to awaken a fecling be-
tween Mark and Bridget, that was far more profound than
might have been thought in breasts se young, and which color-
ed their future lives. Mark first became conscious of the
strength of this feeling when he lost sight of the Capes, and
fancied the dear little Bucks county girl he had left behind him,
talking with bis sister of his own absence and risks. But
Mark had too much of the true spirit of a sailor in him, to
pine, or neglect his' duty ; and, long ere the ship had doubled
the Cape of Good Hope, he had become au active and handy
lad aloft. When the ship reached the China seas, he actually
took his trick at the helin,

As was nanal in that day, the voyage of the Rancocus lasted
about a twelvemonth, If John Chinamen were only one-half as
active as Jonathan Restless, it might be disposed of in about
onefonrth less time; but teas are not transported along the
canals of the Celestial Empire with any thirg like the rapidity
with which wheat was sent to market over the rough roads of
the Great Republic, in the age of which we are writing.

When Mark Woolston reappeared in Bristol, after the arrival
of the Rancocns below had been known there about twenty-four
hours, he was the envy of all the lads in the place, acd the ad-
miration of most of the girls, There he was, a tall, straight,
active, well-made, well-grown, apd decidedly handsome lad of
seventeen, who had doubled the Cape of Good Hope, seen
forcign parts, and had a real India handkerchief hanging out of
each pocket of a blue round-about of superfine cloth, besides
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one araund his halt-open, well-formed throaf, that was carelesaly
tied in g true sailor knot! The questions he had to answer, and
did answer, about whales, Chinese feet, 2nd “mountain waves!”
Although Bristol lies on a navigable river, up and down which
frigates had actually been seen to pass in the Revolution, it was
liut little that its people knew of the ocean. Most of the worthy
iuhabitants of the place actually fancied that the waves of the
pca wers as high as mountains, though their notions of the last
were not very precise, there being no elevations in that part of
the country fit even for a wind-mill

But Mark cared little for these interrogatories. He was
happy : happy enough, at being the object of so much atten-
tion; happier atill in the bosom of a family of which he had
always been the favorite and was now the pride; and happiest
of all when he half ravished s kiss from the blushing chesk of
Bridget Yardley., Twelve months had done a great deal for
each of the young couple. If they had not gqunite made a man
of Mark, they had made him manly, and’ his soi-disant sister
wondered that any one could be so much irmproved by a sea-
faring life, As for Bridget, herself, she was just bursting into
young womanhood, resembling the bud as its leaves of green are
.opening to permit those of the deepest rose-colored tint to be seen
before they expand into the full-blown flower. Mark was more
than delighted, he was fascinated ; and, young as they were,
the month he passed at home sufficed to enable him to tell his
passion, and to obtain a half-ready, half-timid acceptance of the
offer of his hand. All this time, tho parents of these very
youthful lovers were as profoundly ignorant of what was going
on, as their children were unobservant of the height to which
profesmonal competition had carried hostilities between their
respective parents. Doctors Woolston and Yardley no Jonger met
even in consultations ; or, if they did meet in the house of some
patient whose patronage was of too much value to be slighted,
it was only to dispute, and sometimen absolutely to quarrel,

At the end of one short month, however, Mark was once
more summoned to his pnst on beard the Rancoeus, temporarily
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putting an end to his delightful interviews with Bridget. The
lovers had made Annie their confidant, and she, well-meauing
girl, seeing no suflicient reason why the son of one respectabla
physician should not be a suitable match for the danghter of
another respectable physician, enconraged them iu their vows of
constancy and pledges to become man and wife at a future, but
an early day. To some persons, all this may seem exceedingly
impropet, as well as extremely precocious; but the truth compels
us to say, that its impropriety was by no means as obvious as
its precocity. The latter it certainly was, though Mark had
shot up early, and was a man at a time of life when lads, in less
genial climates, scarcely get tails to their coats; batits impro-
priety must evidently be measured by the habita of the state of
society in which the parties were brought up, and by the daties
that had been inculeated. In America, then, as now, but little
heed was taken by parents, more especially in what may be
called the middle classes, concerning tHe conmections thur
formed by their children. So long as the parties were moral,
bore good charscters, had nothing particular against them, and
were of something near the same social station, little else waa
asked for; or, if more were actually required, if waa usually
when it was too late, and after the young people had got them-
pelves too deeply in love to allow ordinary prudential reasons to
have their due force.

Mark went to sea this time, dragging after him a *lengthen-
ing chain,” bat, nevertheless, filled with hope. His years for
bade’ mnch despondency, and, while he remained ss con-
stant as if he had been a mext-door neighbor, he was buoyant,
and the life of the whole crew, after the first week out. This
voyage was not direct to Canton, like the first; but the ship
took a cargo of sugar to Amsterdam, and thence went to Lon-
don, where she got a freight for Cadiz. The war of the French
Revolution was now blazing in all the heat of its first fires, and
American bottoms were obtaining a large portion of the carry-
ing trade of the world. Captain Crutchely had orders to kecp
the ship in Europe, making the most of her, until a certain sum
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in Spanish dollars could he ecollected, when he was to fill wp
with provisions and water, and again make the best of his way
to Canton. In obeying these instructions, he went from port to
port; and, as a sort of consequence of having Quaker owners,
turning his peaceful character to great profit, thus giving Mark
many opportunities of seeing as mnch of what is called the
world, as can be found in sea-ports, Great, indesd, ia the differ-
ence between places that are merely the marts of commerce,
and those that are really political capitals of large countries!
No one can be aware of, or can fully appreciate the many points
of difference that, in reality, exist between such places, who has
not eseen each, and that sufficiently near to be familiar with
both. Some places, of which London is the most remarkable
example, enjoy both characters; and, when this occurs, the
town geta to possess a tone that is even less provincial and par-
* row, if possible, than that which is to be found in a place that
merely rejoices in a court. This it is which renders Neples, in- -
significant as its comwerce comparatively is, superior to Vienoa,
and Genoa to Florence. 'While it would be folly to pretend
that Mark, in his sitnation, obtained the wmost accurate notions
imaginable of all he saw and heard, in his visits to Awmsterdam,
London, Cadiz, Bordeaux, Maraeilles, Leghorn, Gibraltar, and
two or three other ports that might be mentioned and to which
he went, he did glean a good deal, some of which was useful
to bim in after-life. He lost no amall portion of the provincial
rust of home, moreover, and began to nnderstand the vast differ-
ence between ¢ seeing the world” and ¢ going to meeting and
going to mill™ In addition to these advantages, Mark was

# Thia Inst phrase hiss ofton cansed the writer to smile, when he has heard & conntry-
mnn say, with s satiafled air, ge s 20 often the case in this good repotlic, that “soch
or auch a thing hers Is good gh for me ;" ing that he questions If thers be
any thing of the sort that is botter anywhers olse. It wap uttered many years since
by & shrewd Guaker, lo Westchester, who wra tending with » nelghbor on & sob-
ject that the other endeavored to defend by allnding to the extont of his awn sbacrrs-
tion, “Ohl yea Josr," answored the Fricod, “ thee's been to meeting, sod thee's been
to mill, aod theo krows all about 141" America la full of travellors who hevo been ta
miveting and w0 .ve boun to mill, This it 18 which makos It nunccossnrily pro-

vincinl,
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transferred from the forecastls to the cabin before the ship sailed
for Canton. The practice of near two years had made him a
very tolerable sailor, and his previous education mado the study
of navigation easy to him. In that day there was a searcity of
officers in America, and a young man of Mark’s advaniages,
physical and moral, waa certain to get on rapidly, provided he
only behaved well. It is not at all surprising, therefors, that
our young sailor got to be the second mate »f the Rancoous
before he had quite completed his eighteenth year.

The voyage from Londen to Canton, and thence home to
Philadelphia, consumed about ten months. The Rancocns was
a fast veasel, but she could mot impart her speed to the China-
men. It followed that Mark wanted but a few weeks of being
nineteen years old the day his ship passed Cape May, and, what
was more, he had the promise of Captain Crutchely, of eailing
with him, as his first officer, in the next voyage. With that
promise in his mind, Mark hastened np the river to Bristol, as
soon as he was clear of the vessel.

Bridget Yardley had vow fairly budded, to pursue the figure
with whichk we commenced the description of this blooming
flower, and, if not actually expanded into perfect womanhood,
was so near it as to show, beyond all question, that the prom-
ises of her childhood were to be very amply redeemed. Mark
found her in black, however; or, in mourning for her mother.
An only child, this serions loss had thrown her more than ever
in the way of Anne, the parenta on both sides winking at an
sssociation that could do ne k] *hich. mighs prove so
wseful. It was very different, h i
He had not been a fortnight at. ,
mate with the roofree of Doctor Yardley, before that person
saw fit to pick a quarrel with him, and to forbid him his house.
As the dispute was wholly gratuitous on the part of the doctor,
Mark behaving with perfect propriety on the oceasion, it may
bo well to explain its real canse, The fact was, that Bridget
was an heiress; if not on a very large scale, still an heiress, and,
what was more, unalterably se in the right of her mothers and
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the thought that s son of his competitor, Doctor Woo.ston,
should profit by this fact, was utterly insupportable to him.
Accordingly, he quarrelled with Mark, the instant he was ap-
prised of the character of his attentions, and forbade him the
house, To do Mark justice, he knew nothing of Bridget's
worldly possessious. That she was beautiful, aud warm-hearted,
and frank, and sweet-tempered, and feminine, and affectionate,
he both saw and felt; but beyond this he neither saw any thing,
nor cared sbont seeing any thing. The young salor was as pro-
foundly ignorant that Bridget was the actual owner of certain
three per cents, that brought twelve hundred a year, as if she
did not own a * copper,” as it was the fashion of that peried to
eay, ‘‘ cenfs” being then very little, if at all, used. Nor did he
know any thing of the farm she had inherited from her mother,
or of the store in town, that brought three hundred and fifty
more in rent. It is true that some allusions wero made to these
matters by Doctor Yardley, in his angry comments on the
Woolston family generally, Anne always excepted, and in whose
favor he made a salvo, even in the height of his dennnciations.
8till, Mark thonght so much of that which was really estimable
and admirable in Bridget, and so little of any thing mercenary,
that even after these revelations he could not comprehend the
eauses of Doctor Yardiey's harsh treatment of him. During
the whole scene, which was purposely enacted in the presence
of his wondering and trembling danghter, Mark behaved per-
fectly well. He had a reapect for the doctor’s years, at well as
for Bridget’s father, and wonld not retort. After waiting as
long as he couceived waiting could be of any use, he seized his
hat, and left the room with an air of resentment thas Bridget
construed into the expression of sn intention never to spesk to
any of them again, But Mark Woolston was governed by no
such design, as the seqnel will show.
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CHAPTER IL

%fhe ' not fourteen,™
_ “I'l lsy fourteen of my teeth
And yet, to my tecn be it apoken, I have but four—
BLe i not fourtoon.”
Rouxo anp JTLRT,

Drvis wisdom has commanded us to ¢ Honor your father
and your mother.” Observant travellers affirm that less respect
is paid to parents in America, that is usual in Christian nations
—we say Christian nations; for many of the heathen, the Chi-
nese for instance, worship them, though probably with an alle-
gorical connection that we do not understand. That the pa- -
rental tie is more loose in this country than-in most others we
believe, and there is a resson to be found for it in the migratory
habits of the people, and in the general looseness in all the ties
that connect men with the past. The laws on the subject of
mastrimony, mereover, are so ‘very lax, interconrse is so simple :
and has so many facilities, and the young of the two sexes are
left s0 much to themselves, that it is no wonder children form
that connection so often without reflection and contrary to the
wishes of their friends. 8till, the law of God is there, and *
we are amoug those who believe that a neglect of its man.
dates is very apt to bring its punishment, even in this world; -
and we are inclined to think that much of that which Mark
sod Bridget scbsequently suffered, was in consequence of act- !
ing directly in the face of the wishes snd injunctions of their
Jurenta,

The scene which had taken place under the roof of Doctor
Yardley was soon known under that of Doctor Woolston,
Although the last individual was fully aware that Bridget was

2

I
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what was then esteemed rich, at Bristol, he cared not for hex
money, The girl he liked well enongh, and in szeret even ad-
mired her as much as he could find it in his heart to admire any
thing of Doctor Yardley’s; but the indignity was ona he was
by no means inclined to overlook, and, in his turn, he forbade
all intercourse between the girla. These two bitter pills, thus
alministered by the village doctors to their respective pa-
tients, made the young people very miserable, Bridget loved
Anve almost as much as she loved Mark, and she began to pine
and alter in her appearance, in a way to alarm her father. In
order to divert her mind, he sent her to town, to the care of an
aunt, altogether forgetting that Mark’s ship lay at the wharves
of Philadelphia, and that he could not have sent his daughter
to any place, out of Bristol, where the young man would be sc
likely to find her. This danger the good doctor entirely over-
looked, or, if he thought of it at all, he must have fancied that
his sister would keep a sharp eye on the movements of the
young sailor, and forbid him Aer house, too.

Every thing turned out as the doctor ought to have expect
ed. When Mark joined the ship, of which he was now the
first officer, he sought Bridget and found her. The sunt, how-
ever, administered to him the second portion of the same dose
that her brother had originally dealt out, and gave him to un-
derstand that his presence in Front street was not desired,
This irritated both the young people, Bridget being far Jess
disposed to submit to her aunt than to her father, and they met
clandestinely in the strecta, A week or two of this intercourse
brought matters to a crisis, and Bridget consented to a private
marriage. The idea of again going to sea, leaving his betroth-
ed entirely in the bands of those who disliked him for his
father's sake, was intolerable to Mark, and it made him so mis-
erable, that the tenderness of the deeply-enamored girl could
not withstand his sppeals, They agreed to get married, but to
keep their union a secrct nutil Mark should become of age,
when it was hoped he would be in a condition, in every point
of view, openly to claim his wife.
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A thing of this sort, once decided om, is easily ewough pnt
in execntion in America. Among Mark's college friends was
one who was a few years older than himself, and who had en-
tered the ministry. This young man was then acting as 8 sort
of missionary among the seamen of the port, and he had fallen
in the way of the young lover the very first day of his return
to his ship. It was an easy matter to work oa the good nature
of this easy-minded man, who, ou hearing of the ill treatment
offered to his friend, was willing enough to perform the cere-
mony. Every thing being previously arranged, Mark and
Bridget were married, early one morning, during the thme the
latter was out, in company with a fomale friend of about her
own age, to take what her aunt believed was her customary
walk before breakfast. Philadelphia, in 1798, was not the
town it is to-day. It then lay, almost entirely, on the shores
of the Delaware, those of the SBchuylkill being completely in
the country, What was more, the best quarters were still
near the river, and the distance between the Rancocus—imean-
ing Mark’s ship, and not the creek of that name—and the
house of Bridget’s aunt, was but trifling. The ceremony took
place in the cabin of the vessel just named, which, now thal
the captain was ashore in his own hounse, Mark had all to
himself, no second mate having been shipped, and which
was by no means an inappropriate place for the nuptials of a
pair like that which our young people turned out to be, in
the end. :

The Rancocue, chough not a large, was a very fine, Philadel-
phia-built ship, then the best vessels of the country. She was
of a little less than four hundred tons in measurement, but she
had a very neat and commedions poop-cabin, Captain Crutch-
ely had a thrifty wife, who had contributed her full share to
render her husband comfortable, and Bridget thought that the
room in which she was united to Mark was one of the prettiest
she had ever seen, The reader, however, is not to imagine it
w cabic ornamented with marble columns, rosewood, and
the maples, as so often happens now-a-days. No such extrava.
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gaunce was dreamud of fify years ago; but, ss far as judicious
arrangements, neat joiner’s werk, and appropriate furmiture
went, the cabin of the Rancocus was a very respectablo little
room. The circamstance that it was on deck, contributed
largely to its appearance and comfort, sunken cabins, or those
below decks, being necessarily much circumscribed in small
ships, in consequence of being placed in a part of the vessel
that is contracted in its dimensions under water, in order to
help their sailing qualities,

The witnesses of the union of our hero and heroine were the
female friend of Bridget named, the officiating clergyman, and
one seaman who had sailed with the bridegroom in all his voy-
ages, and who was now retained on board the vessel as a ship-
keeper, intending to go ont in her again, as soon as she should
be ready for sea. The name of this mariner was Betts, or Bob
Betta as he was commonly called ; and as he acts a conspienons
part in the events to be recarded, it may be well to say a word
or two more of his history and character, Bob Betis was a
Jerseyman—or, as he wouid have promounced the word him-
self, s Jarseyman—in the American mesning of the word, how
ever, and not in the English, Bob was borm in Cape May
county, and in the State of New Jersey, United States of Amer-
ica. At the period of which we are now writing, he must have
been about five-and-thirty, and seemingly & confirmed bachelor.
The windows of Bob's father’s house looked out uwpen the
Atlantic Ocean, and he snuffed sea air from the hour of his
birth. At eight years of age he was placed, a8 cabin-boy, on
board a coaster ; and from that time down to the moment when
he witnessed the marriage ceremony between Mark and Bridget,
ke had been a sailor. Throeghout the whole war of the Rev-
olution Bob had eerved in the navy, in some vessel or other,
and with great good luck, never having been made a prisoner
of war. In connection with this circumstance was one of the
besetting weaknesses of his character. As often happens to men
of ne very great breadth of views, Bob had a notion that that

.which he had so successfully escaped, viz., captivity, other mea
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oo, might have escaped had they been equally as clever. Thna
it was that he had an ill-concealed, or only half-concealed con-
tempt for such seamen ag suffered themselves, at any time or
under sny circumstances, to fall into the enemies’ hands, On
all other subjects Bob was not ozly rational, but a very disereet
and shrewd fellow, though on that he wes often harsh, and
sometimes absurd, But the best men have their weakness, and
this was Bob Betts’,

Ceptain Crutchely had picked up Bob, just after the peace o.
1783, and had kept him with him ever since. It was to Bob
that he had committed the instruction of Mark, when the latter
first joined the ship, and from Bob the youth had got his ear-
liest notions of seamanship. In his calling Bob was full of
resources, and, as often happens with the American sailor, he
was even handy st a great many other things, and particularly
so with whatever related to practical mechanics. Then he was
of vast physical force, standing six feet two, in his stockings,
and was round-built aod solid. RBob bad one sterling quality
—-he was as fast a friend a9 ever existed. In this respect he
was a model of fidelity, never seeing a fault in those he loved,
or a good quality in those he disliked. His attachment to Mark
was signal, and he locked on the promotion of the young man
much as he would have regarded preferment that befell himself.
In the Jast voyage he had told the people in the forecastle
“that young Mark Woolston would make a thorough sea-dog
in time, and now he had got to he Mr. Woolston, he expectad
great things of him, The happiest day of my life will be that
on which I can ship in a craft commanded by Captain Mark
Woolston. I teached -him, mysel, how to break the first sea-
biscnit he ever fasted, and next day he could do it as well as
any onus! You see how handy and quick he is about & ves.
sel’s decks, shipmates ; a ra’al rouser at a weather earin’—well,
when he first come aboard here, and that was little more than
two years ago, the smell of tar would almost make him swound
away.” The latter assertion was one of Bob’s embellishments,
for Mark was never either lackadaisical or very delicate. The
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young man cordially returned Bob's regard, and the two were
sincere friends without any phrases on the subject,

Bob Betts was the only male witness of the marriage between
Mark Woolston and Bridget Yardley, with the exception of the
officiating clergyman, as Mary Bromley waa the only female.
Duplicate certificates, however, were given to the young couple,
Mark placing his in his writing-desk, and Bridget hers in tho
bosom of her dress, Five mioutes after the ceremony was
ended, the whole party separated, the girls returning to their
respective residences, and the clergyman going his way, leaving
the mate and the ship-keeper together on the vessel's deck
The latter did not speak, so long as he saw the bridegroom’s
eyes fastened on the light form of the bride, as the latier went
swiftly up the retired wharf where the ship was lying, on her
way to Front street, accompanied by ber young friend. But
o sooner had Bridget terned a corner, and Bob saw that the
attraction was no loager in view, than he thought it becoming
to putin a word.

4 A trim-built and light-sailing eraft, Mr, Weolston,” he said,
turning over the quid in his mouth ; * one of these days she'll
make a noble vessel to command.”

* She is my captain, and ever will be, Bob,” retarned Mark,
“ But you'll be silent concerning what has passed.”

¢ Ay, ay, sit, It is not my business to keep a log for all the
women in the country to chatter about, like 30 many monkeye
that have found a bag of nuts, But what was the meaning of
the parson’s saying *with all my worldly goods I thee endow’
-—does that make you any richer, or any poorer, sir "’

¢ Neither,” answered Mark, smiling. “It leaves me just
where ] was, Bob, and where I am likely to be for some time
to come, I fear,”

¢ And has the yonng woman nothing herself, sivr? Some-
times a body picks up a comforiable chest-full with these sort
of things, aa they tell me, sir.”

#] believe Bridget is as poor as I am myself, Bob, and that
ia saying all that can be said on such a point. However, I've
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secured her now, and two years hence I'll claim her, if she has
nof asecond gown to wear. I dare say the old man will be for
turning her adrift with as little as possible,”

All this was a proof of Mark's entire disinterestedness, He
did not know that his young bride had quite thirty thousand
dollars in reversion, or, in one sense, in possession, although
she could derive no henefit from it until she was of age, or mar-
ried, and past her eighteenth year. This fact her husband
did not learn for several days after his marriage, when his bride
communicated it to him, with a proposal that he should quit
the Bea, and remain with her for life. Mark was very much in
love, but this scheme scarce afforded him the satisfaction that
one might have expected. He was attached to his profession,
and scarce relished the thought of being dependent altogether
on his wife for the means of subsistence. The strupgle between
love and pride was great, but Mark, at length, yielded to
Bridget's blandishments, tenderness, and tears. They could
only meet at the house of Mary Bromley, the bride’s-maid, but
then the interviewa between them were as frequent as Mark’s
duty would allow. The result was that Bridget prevailed, and
the young husbaund went up to Bristol and candidly related all
that had passed, thus revealing, in less than a week, & seeret
which it was intended should remaiun hid for at least two years.

Doctor Woolston was porely displeased, at first; but the
event had that about it which would ba apt to console a parent.
Bridget was not only young, and sffectionate, and beautifel, and
truthful, but, according to the standard of Bristel, she was rich.-
There was & consolation in all this, notwithstanding professional
rivalry and persounal dislikes, We are not qnite certain that he
did not feel a slight gratification at the thought of his son's en-
joying the fortune which his rival had received from his wife,
and which, but for the will of the grandfather, would have been
enjoyed by that rival himself, Nevertheless, the good doctor
did his duty in the premises, He communicated the news of
the marriage to Dootor Yardley in a very civilly-worded note,
which left a fair opening for a settlement of all difficulties, had
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the latter been so plensed. The latter did not so please, how-
ever, but exploded in a terrible burst of passion, which almost
carried him off in & fit of apoplexy. )

Escaping all physical dangers, in the end, Doctor Yardley
went immediately to Philadelphia, and bronght his danghter
home, Both Mark and Bridget now felt that they had offended
against one of the simplest commands of God. They had net
honored their father and their mother, and even thus early came
the consciousness of their offence. It was in Mark’s power,
however, to go and claim his wife, and remove her to his fa-
ther's house, notwithstanding his minority and that of Bridget.
In this last respect, the law offered wo obstacle; but the dis-
cretion of Doctor Wooleton did. Thia gentleman, through the
agency of & common friend, had an interview with his competi-
tor, and they talked the matter over in a tolerably composed
and reasonable temper. Both the parents, as medical men,
agreed that it wounld be better that the young couple should
not live together for two or three years, the very tender age of
Bridget, in particular, rendering this humane, as well as discreet.
Nothing was aaid of the fortune, which mollified Doctor Yard-
ley a good deal, since he would ba left. to manage it, or at least
to receive the income, so long a8 no legal claimant interfered
with his control. Elderly gentlemen submit very easily to this
sort of influence. Then, Doctor Woolston was exceedingly
polite, and epoke to his rival of a difficult case in his own
practice, as if indirectly to ask an opinion of his competitor.
All this contributed to rerder the interview more amiecable than
had been hoped, and the parties ssparated, if not friends, at least
with an understanding ou the subject of fatare proceedings.

It was décided that Mark should continue iu the Rancocus
fur another voyage. It was known the ship was to proceed to
some of the islands of the Pacific, in quest of a cargo of sandal-
wood and bdche-18-mar, for the Chinese market, and that her
next absence from home would be longer, evén, than her last,
By the time the vessel retarned, Msrk would be of age, and
ft to command a ehip himeelf, should it be thonght expedient
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for him to continue in his profession. Daring the period the
vessel atill remained in port, Mark was to pay occasional visits
to his wife, though not to live with her; but the young couple
might correspond by letter, as often as they pleased. Such was
sn outline of the treaty made between the high contracting
pariies.

In making these arrangements, Doctor Yardley was partly
influenced by a real psternal interest in the welfare of his
daughter, who he thought altogether too young to enter on the
duties and cares of the married life. Below the surface, how-
ever, existed an indefinite hope that something might yet occur
to prevent the consummation of this most unfortunate union, as
he deemed the marriage to be, and thus enable him to get rid
of the hateful connection altogether. How this was to happen,
the worthy doctor certsinly did not know. This was becaunse
he lived in 1796, instead of in 1847. Now-a-days, nothing is ?
easior than to separate a man from his wife, unless it be to ob-
fain civic honors for a murderer. Doctor Yardley, at the pres-
ent moment, would have coolly gone to work to get up & lam-
entable tale about his daughter’a fortune, and youth, and her
not knowing her own mind when she married, and .a ship's
cabin, and a few other embellishmenta of that sart, when the
worthy and benevolent statesmen who composs the different
legislatures of this vast Union would have been ready to break
their necks, in order to pass a bill of divorce. Had there been
s child or two, it would have made no great difference, for
means would have been devised to give the custody of them
to the mother. This would have been dome, quite likely,
for the first five years of the lives of the dear liftle things, be |
canse the children would nat.urally require a mother’s care ; and
afterward, becanse the precoclous darlings, at the mature age of !
sevon, would declare, in open court, that they really loved |
“ma” more than they did “ pa!™ To write a little plainly on &
very important subject, we arc of opinion that s new name
ought to be adopted for the form of government which is sa

fast creeping into this country. Now things require new names:
639
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and, were Solomon now living, we will venture to predict two
things of him, viz, he wonld change his mind on the subject
of novelties, and he would never go to Congress, Aa for the
new name, we would respectfully suggest that of Gossipian, ir
Heu of that of Republican, gossip fast becoming the lever that
moves every thing in the land. The newspapers, true to their
instincts of comsulting the ruling tastes, deal much more in
gossip than they deal in reasen ; the courts admit it as evidence;
the juries receive it as fact, as well as the law; and as for the
legislatures, let & piteous tale but circulate freely in the lobbies,
and bearded men, like Juliet when & child, as described by her
nurse, will “atint and cry, ayl” In a word, principles and
proof are in much less esteem than assertions and numbers,
backed with emough of which, any thing may be made to ap-
pear as legal, or even constitutional.

But neither of our doctors eatered into all these matters, It
was enough for them that the affair of the marriage was dis-
posed of, for a time at least, and things were permitted to drop
into their aucient chanpels, The intercourse between Bridget
and Anne was renewed, just as if nothing had happened, and
Mark's letters to his virgin bride were numerous, and filled
with passion. The ship was ¢ taking in,” and he conld only
leave her late on Saturday afterooons, but each Sunday he con-
trived to pass in Bristol. * On such occasions he saw his charm-
ing wife at church, and he walked with her in the fields, along
with Anne and a favored sdmirer of hers, of an afternoon, re-
turning to town in season fo be at his post on the opening of
the hatches, of a Monday morning,

In less than a month after the premature marriage between
Mark Woolston and Brldget Yardley, the Rancocua cleared for
the Pacific and Canton, The bridegroom found one day to
pass in Bristol, and Doctor Yardley so far pitied his daughter's
distacss, as to consent that the two girls shonld go to town, un-
der his own care, and see the young man off. This concession
waa received with the deepest gratitude, and made the young
people momentarily very happy. The doctor even consented
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to visit the ship, which Captain Crutchely, laughing, called 8t,
Mark's chapel, in consequence of the religious rite which had
been performed on board her. Mrs, Crutchely was there, on
the occasion of this visit, attending to her husband’s comforts,
by fitting curtains to his berth, and leoking after matters in
general in the cabin; and divers jokes were ventured by the
honest ship-master, in making his comments on, and in giving
his opinion of the handy-work of his own consort. He made
Bridget blush more than once, thongh her enduring tenderness
in behalf of Mark induced her to sit'out all the captain’s wit,
rather than shorten a visit so precious, one moment.

The final parting was an hour of bitter sorrow, Even
Mark’s young heart, manly, and much disposed to do his duty
as he was, was near breaking ; while Bridget almost dissolved
in tears. They could not but think how long that separation
was to last, though they did not auticipate by what great and
mysterious events it was to be prolonged. It was enough for
them that they were to live asunder two whole years; and two
whole years appear like an age, to those who have not yet lived
their four lustrums. But the final moment must and did arrive,
and the young people were compelled to tear themselves asun-
der, though the parting was like that of acul and body. The
bride hung on the bridegroom'’s neck, as the tendril clings to
its support, until removed by gentle viclence.

Bridget did not give up her hold upon Mark =0 long as even
his veseel- remained in sight. She went with Anne, in a car-
riage, as low as the Point, and saw the Rancocus pass swiftly
down the river, on this, its fourth voyage, bearing those in ber
who as liftle dreamed of their fate, as the unconscious woods
and metals, themselves, of which the ship was constructed.
Mark felt his heart beat, when he saw a woman’s handkerchie/
waving to him from the shore, and a frosh burst of tenderncss
nearly unmacned him, when, by the aid of the glass, he recog
nized the sweet countenauce aud fairy figure of Bridget. Tor
minutes later, distance snd interposing objects separated that
young couple for many a weary day!
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A few days st sea restored the equanimity of Mark's feel-
ings, while the poignant grief of Bridget did not fail to receive
the molace which time brings to sorrow of every degree and
nature. They thought of each other often, and tenderly ; but,
the pain of parting over, they both began to look forward to
the joys of meeting, with the bnoyaney and illasions that hope
is s0 apt to impart to the bosoms of the young and inexpe-
rienced. Little did either dream of what was o oceur before
their eyes were to be again gladdened with she aight of their
respective forms,

Mark found in his state-room—{or, in the Rancoons, the cabin
was fitted with four neat little state-rooms, one for the captain,
and two for the mates, with a fourth for the supercargo—many
proofs of Bridget's love and care. Mrs, Crutchely, herself,
though so much longer experienced, had acarcely locked after
the captain’s comfort with more judgment, and certainly not
with greater selicitude, than this youthfal bride had expended
on her bridegroom's room. In that day, artists were not very
numercus in America, nor is it very probable that Doctor Yard-
ley would have permitted his danghter to take so decided a step
as to sit for her miniature for Mark's possession; but she had
managed to get her profile cut, and to have it framed, and the
ate discovered it placed carefully among his effects, when only
a week out, From this profils Mark derived the greatest con-
solation, It was a good one, and Bridget happened to have a
face that would tell in that sort of thing, so that the husband
had no difficalty in recognizing the wife, in this little image,
There it was, with the very preity slight turn of the head to
one side, that in Bridget was both natural and graceful. Mark
spent hours in gazing at and in adwiring this inanimate sbadow
of his bride, which never failed to recall to him all her grace, and
patore, and tenderness, and love, though it could not convey
any direct expression of her animation and spirit.

It is said ships have no Sundays, The meaning of this s
merely that & vessel mugj perform her work, week-days and sab-
baths, day and night, in fair or foul, The Rancocus formed no




OR, YULUAN'S PEAK. a7

exception to the rule, snd on she travelled, having a road before
her that it would require months ere the end of it conld be
found. It is not our intention to dwell on the details of this
long voyage, for two reasons. One is the fact that most voy-
ages to the southern extremity of the American continent, are
marked by the same incidents; and the other i, that we have
much other matter to relate, that muat be given with great at-
tention to minutim, and which, we think, will have much more
interest with the reader.

Captain Crutchely touched at Rio for supplies, as is costom-
ary; and, after passing a week in that most delightful of all
havens, went his way, The passage round the Horn was re-
markable neither way, It conld not be called a very boisterous
one, neither was the weather unusually mild. Bhips do double
this cape, occasionslly, under their top-gallant-sails, and we
" have heard of one vessel that did not far] her royals for several
days, while off that formidable headlaud; but these cases form
the exception snd not the rule. The Rancocus was under close-
reefed top-sails for the better part of a fortnight, in beating to
the southward and westward, it blowing very fresh the whole
time; and she might have been twice as long struggling with
the south-westerly gales, but for the fortunate circumstance of
the wind’s veering ro far to the eouthward as fo permit her to
lay her course, when she made & great run to the wesiward,
When the wind again hanled, as haul it was almost certain to
do, Captain Crutchely believed himself in a meridian that would
admit of his running with an easy bowline, on the larboard tack,
No one but a eatlor can understand the effect of checking the
weather-braces, if it be only for a fow feet, and of getting a
waather-leach to stand without “ swiggiug out'’ on its bowline,
It has much the same influence on the progress of a ship, that
.an eloguent speech hag on the practice of an advoeate, a great
cura or a skilful operation on that of a medieal man, or a lucky
hit in trade on the fortunes of a young merchant. Away all go
alike, if not absolutely with flowing sheets, easily, swiftiy, and
with less of labor than was their wont. Thus did it now prove
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with the good ship Rancocus, Instead of struggling hard with
the seas to get three knots ahead, she now made her six, and
kept all, or nearly all, she made. "When she saw the land
again, it was found there was very little to spare, but that little
sufficed. The vessel passed to windward of every thing, and
went on her way rejoicing, like any other that had been succass-
ful in a hard and severe struggle. A fortnight later, the ship
touched at Valparaiso,

The voyage of the Rancocus may now be asid to have com-
monced in earnest. Hitherto ahe had done little but make her
way across the endless waste of waters; but now she had the
real business before her to execute, A considerable amonnt of
freight, which had been brought on account of the Spanish gov-
ernment, was discharged, and the vaessel filled up her water,
Certain suppliea of food that were deemed usefnl in cases of
scurvy, were obtained, and, after a delay of less than a fortnight,
the ship once more put to sea,

In the year 1796, the Pacific Ocean was by no means as
familiar to navigators as it is to-day. Cooke had made his cel-
ebrated voyagea less than twenty years before, and the accounts
of them were then before the world; but even Cooke left a
great deal to be ascertained, move especially in the way of de-
iails. The first inventor or discoverer of any thing, usually
gains a great name, though it is those who come after him that
turn his labors to account. Did we know no more of America
to-day than was known to Columbus, our knowledge would be
very limited, and the benefits of his vast enterprise still in their
infancy.

Compared with its extent, perhaps, and keeping in view its
ordinary weather, the Pacific can hardly be considered a dan-
gerous sea; but he who will cast his eyes over its chart,
will at once ascertain how much more numerous are its groups,
islands, tocks, shoals, and reefs, than those of the Atlantic.
Still, the mariners unhesitatingly steered out into its vast waters,
and none with less reluctance and fewer doubts than those of
America.
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For nearly two months did Captain Crutchely, after quitting
Valparaiso, hold his way into the depths of that mighty sea,
in search of the islands he had been directed to find. Sandal-
wood was his aim—a branch of commeree, by the way, which
ought never to be pursued by any Christian man, or Christian
nation, if what we hear of its nses in China be trne. There, it
is said to be burned as incense before idols, aud no higher
offence can be committed by any human being than to be prin-
cipal, or accessory, in any manner or way, to the smbatitution
of any created thing for the ever-living God, In after-life Mark
‘Woolston often thought of this, when reflection succeeded to
action, and when he came $o muse on the causes which may
have led to his being the subject of the wonderful events that
cecurred in connection with his own fortunes, "We have now
reached a part of our narrative, however, when it becomes rec-
essary to go into details, which wo shall defer to the com-
mencement of & new chapter,
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COAPTER IIL

*3od of the dark and heavy deepl
Tha waves lle sloeping on the sands,
Till the flerce frumpet of the atorm
Hath summon'd up thelr thunderlag bands;
Then the white salls are dashed like foam,
Or horry trembling o'er tha sesy,
Til}, calmed by thes, the slnking gala
Sarencly breathes, Depart i peoea,”
PrasopT

Tur day that preceded the night of which we are sbout to
speak, was misty, with the wind fresh at east-south-east. The
Rancoeus was running off, south-west, and consequently was
going with the wind free, Captain Crutchely had one failing,
and it was a very bad one for a ship-master ; he would drink
rather too much grog, at his dinner. At all other times he
might have been called a sober man ; but, at dinner, he would
gulp down three or four glasses of ram-and-water. In that day
rzm was mnch used in America, far more than brandy; snd
every dinner-table, that had the smallest pretension to be
above that of the mere laboring man, had, at least, a bottle of
one of these Hquors on it, Wine was not commonly seen at
the cabin-table ; or, if seen, it was in those vessels that had re-
cently been in the vine-growing conntries, and on special occa-
sions. Captain Crutchely was fond of the pleasures of the table
in anotber sense.  His eating was on a level with bis drinking ;
and for pigs, and poultry, and vegetablea that would keep at
sea, his ship was always a little remarkable,

On the day in question, it happened to be the birthday of
Mrs. Crutchely, and the captain had drunk even a little mere
than comr'uon. . Now, when a man is in the habit of drinking
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rather more than ia good for him, sn addition of a little more
than common is very apt to upset him. Such, iz sobeg truth,
was the case with the commander of the Rancocus, when he
left the dinner-table, at the time to which there is particular
allusion, Mark, himself, was perfectly sober. The taste of
rum was unpleasant to him, nor did his young blood and buoy-
ant spirits crave its effects, If he touched it at all, it was in
very small quantities, and greatly diluted with water. He saw
the present condition of his superior, therefore, with regret;
and this so much the more, from the circomstance that an un-
pleasant report was prevailing in the ship, that white water had
baen seen shead, during s clesr moment, by & man whe had
just come from aloft. This report the mate repested to the
captain, accompanying it with a suggestion that it might
be well to shorten eail, round-to, and sound. But Captain
Crutchely treated the report with no respéct, swearing that the
men were always fancying they were going ashore on coral, and
that,the voyage would last forever, did he comply with sll their
conceits of this natare, TUnfortunately, the second mate was an
old sea-dog, who owed his present inferior condition to his be-
ing a great deal addicted to the practice in which his captain
indulged only a little, and he had been sharing largely in the
hospitality of the eabin that afternoon, it being his watch below.
This man supported the captain in his contempt for the ramors
and notions of the crew, and between them Mark found himself
silenced

Our young officer felt very aneasy at the account of the
saitor who had reported white water shead, for he was one of
the beat men in the ship, sud altogether uunlikely to say that
which was not true. It being mnow six o'clock in the evening,
aud the second mate having taken charge of the wateh, Mark
went up into the fore-top-gallant cross-trees himself, in order to
get the best look ahead that he could before the night set in.
It wanted but half an hour, or so, of sunset, when the young
man took his station in the cross-trees, the royal not being set,
At firat, he could discern nothing ahead, st a distanco greater

v
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than & mile, on account of the mist; but, just as the sun went
below the waters, it lighted up to the wesiward, and Mark
then plainly saw what he was perfectly satisfied must be
breakers, extending for several miles directly across the vessol's
track !

SBuch a discovery required decision, and the young man
shouted out—

* Breakers ahead {"

This ery, coming from his first officer, startled even Captain
Crutchely, who was recovering a little from the effect of his
potations, though it was still treated with contempt by the
second mate, who had pever forgiven one as young as Mark,
for getiing a berth that he fancied due to his own greater age
and experience, He langhed openly at this second report of
breakers, at a point in the ccean where the chart laid down a
clear sea; but the captain knew that the charts could only tell
him what was known at the time they wers made, and he felt
disposed to treat his first officer, young as he was, with more
respect than the second mate, All bands were called in con-
sequence, and snil was shortened. Mark came down to aasist
in this duty, while Captain Crutchely himself went aloft to

“look out for the breskers, They passed each other in the top,
the latter desiring his mate to bring the ship by the wind, on
the larboard tack, or with her head to the southward, as soon
as he had the zail sufficiently reduced to do so with safety.

For a few minutes after he reached the deck, Mark was fully
employed in executing hia orders. Bail was shortened with
great rapidity, the men working with zeal and alarm, for they
belicved their messmate when the captain had not.  Although
the vessel was nnder top-mast studding-sails when the command
to take in the canvas was given, it was not long before Mark
had her under her three top-sails, and these with two reefs in
them, and the ship on an easy bowline, with her head to the
southward. When all this was done, the young man folt a
good deal of relief, for the danger he had seen was ahead, and
this change of course brought it nearly abeam. It is troe, the
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breakers were still to leeward, and insomuch most dangeronsly
situated ; bud the wind did not blow strong enough to prevent
the ship from weathering them, provided time was taken by
the forelock. The Rancocus was a good, weatherly ship, nor
was there sufficient sea on to make it at all diffienlt for her to
claw off a'lee shoré. Desperate, indeed, is the situation of the
vessel that has rocks or sands under her lee, with the gale
blewing in her teeth, and heavy seas sending her bodily, and
surely, however slowly, on the very breakers she is struggling
to avoid! Captain Crutchely had not been aloft five minutes
before hs hailed the deck, and ordered Mark to send Bob
Betts np to the cross-trees. Bob had the reputation of being
the brightest look-out in the vesscl, and was usually employed
when land was about to be approached, or a sail was expected
to be'made. He went up the fore-rigping like a squirrel, and
was soont ab the captain’s side, both looking snxiously to lee-
ward. A few minntes after the ship had hauled by the wind,
both came down, stopping in the top, however, to take one
more look to leewsard. :

The second mate stood waiting the further desceat of the
captain, with a sort of leering look of contempt on his hard, well-
dyed features, which seemed to anticipate that it would scon
be known that Mark’s white water had lost its color, and be-
come blue water once more. Bui Captain Crotchely did not
go aa far aa this, when he got down. He admitted that he had
seen nothing that he could very decidedly say was breakers,
but that, once or twice, when if lighted up a little, there had
been a gleaming along the western horizon which a good desl
puzzled him, It might be white water, or it might be only the
last rays of the seiting sun tipping the combs of the regmlar
seas. Bob Betts, too, was as much at fault as his captain, and
a sarcastic remark or two of Hillson, the second mate, were fast
bringing Mark's breakers into discredit.

¢ Jest look at the chart, Captain Crutchely,” put in Hillson
-—t¢ g pogular Tower Hill chart as ever was made, and you'll
seo there can be no white water hereabouts, If a man is te
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shorten sail and hanl his wind, at every dead whale he falls in
with, in these seas, his owners will have the balance on the
wrong side of the book at the end of the v'y'ge!”

This told hard against Mark, and considerably in Hilson’s
~ favor,

“ And could you see nothing of breakers shead, Bob 1" de-
manded Mark, with an emphasis on the ** you’” which pretty
plainly implied that the young man was not so much surprised
that the captain had not seen them,

“ Not a bit of it, Mr. Woolston,” snswered Beob, hifching up
his trowsers, * and I'd a pretty good look abead, too.”

This made still more against Mark, and Captain Crutchely
sent for the chart. Over this map he and the second mate
pondered with a sort of muzzy sagacity, when they came to the
conclusion that a clear sea must prevail around them, in all
directions, for a distance exceeding a thoussnd miles. A great
deal is determined in any case of a dilemma, when it is decided
that this or that fact must be so. Captain Crutcbely would not
have arrived at this positive conclusion a0 easily, had not his
ressoning powers been so much stimulated by his repeated
draughts of rum-and-water, that afternoon ; all taken, as he aaid
and believed, not so much out of love for the beverage itself, as
out of love for Mrs. John Cratchely, Nevertheless, onr captain
was sccustomed to take care of a ship, and he waa not yet in a
condition to. forget all his duties, in cirenmstances so eritical
As Mark solemnly and steadily repeated his own belief that
thers were breakers ahead, he so far yialded to the opinions of
his youthful chief mate as to order the deep-sea up, and to pre-
pare to sound, ’

This operation of casting the deep-sea lead i3 not done in a
moment, but on board a merchant vessel, nsually oceupies from
a quarter of an hour to twenty minutes. The ship must first be
hove-to, and her way ought to be as near lost as possible before
the cast 19 made. Then the getting alomg of the line, the
stationing of the men, and the sounding and hauling in again,
ocenpy a good many minntes. By the time it was all over, on
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this occasion, it was getting to be night., ‘The misty, drizzling
weather threatened to make the darkness intonse, and Mark felt
more and more impressed with the danger in which the ship
whs placed.

The cast of the lead produced no other result than the cer-
tainty that botiom waa mot to be found with four hundred
fathoms of line ont. No one, however, not even the muzzy
Hillson, sttached much importance to this fact, inasmuch as it
was known that the coral reefs often rise like perpendicular
walls in the ocean, having no bottom to be found within
cable’s-length of them. Then Mark did not believe the ship to
be within three leagues of the breakers he bad seen, for they
. had scemed, both to him and to the seaman who had first re-
ported them, to be several leagues distant. One on an eleva
tion like that of the top-gallant cross-trees, conld see a long
way, and the white water had appeared to Mark to be on the
very verge of the western horizon, even sa seen from his lofty
iook-out

After a further consuliation with his officers, doriug which
Hillson had not spared his hita at his less experienced superior,
Captain Cratchely came to a decision, which might be termed
semi-prudent, Thers ia nothing that & seaman more dislikes
than to be suspected of exira mervousnees on the subject of
donbtful dangers of this sort. Been and acknowledged, he has
no scruples about deing hin best to svoeid them ; but so long
as there is an uncertainty connected with their existence at all,
that miserable feeling of vanity which renders us all so desirouns
to be more than nature ever intended us for, inclines most men
to appear indifferent even while they dread. The wisest thing
Captain Crutchely could have dene, placed in the circumetan-
ces in which he now found himself, wonld have been to stand
off and on, under easy canvas, until the return of light, when he
might have gone ahead on his conrse with some confidence,
and a great deal more of aafety. But there would have been
an air of concession to the power of an unknown danger, that
conflicted with his pride, in such a course, and the old and
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well-tried ship-master did not like 1o give the *‘ uncertain’ this
advantage over him. He decided, therefore, to stand on, with
his top-sails reefed, keeping bright look-outs ahead, and having
his courses in the brails, ready for getting the tacks dowsn to
claw off to windward, should it prove to be necessary. With
this plan Mark was compelled to comply, there being no appeal
from the decrees of the antocrat of the quarter-deck

As goon as the decision of Captain Crotchely was made, the
helm was put up, and the ship kept off to her course, It was
true, that under double-reefed top-sails, and jib, which was all
the canvas set, there was not half the danger there wonld have
been under their former sail; and when Mark took charge of
the watch, as he did scon after, only eight o’clock, he was in -
hopes, by meaus of vigilance, still to eacape the danger. The
darkness, which was petting to be very intense, was now the
greatest and most immediate source of his apprehensions. Couold
ho only get a glimpse of the sea a cable’s-length ahead, be
would have felt vast relief; but even that amall favor was denied
him. By the time the captain and second mate had turned in,
which each did after going below and taking a stiff glass of rum-
and-water in his turn, it was so dark our young mate could not
discern the combing of the waves a buundred yards from the
~ ehip, in any direction. This obscurity waa owing to the drizzle
that filled the atmosphere, as well as to the clouds that covered
the canopy above that lene and wandering ghip,

As for Mark, he took his station between the knight-heads,
where he remained most of the watch, nearly straining the eyes
out of his head, in the effort to penetrate the gloom, and listen-
ing acntely to sscertain if he might ot catch some warning
roar of the breakers, that he felt so intimately persuaded ronst
be pgetting nearer and nearer at each instant, As midnight
approached, came the thought of Hillson's taking his place,
drowsy and thick-headed a3 he knew he must be at that hour,
At length Mark actually fancied he heard the dreaded sounds;
the warning, however, was not shead, bat well on his starboard
boam. This he thought an ample justification for departing
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from his instructions, and he instantly isened an order to put
the helm hard astarboard, so as to bring the vessel up to the
wind, on the contrary tack. Unfortunately, as the result
proved, it now becamae his imperative duty to report to Captain
Cruichely what he had done. For a minute or two the young
man thought of keeping ailence, o stand on his present course,
to omit calling the second iate, and to say nothing about what
he had done, keeping the deck himeelf until light should return.
But reflection induced him to shrink from the execution of this
plan, which would have involved him in a serious misunder-
standing with both his brother officers, who could not fail to
hear all that had occurred in the night, and who must certainly
know, each in his respective aphere, that they themselves had
been slighted. With a slow step, therefore, and a heavy heart,
Mark went into the cabin to make his report, and to give the
second mate the customary call.

It was not an easy matfer to awaken either of those, who
slept under the influence of potations as deep as the night-caps
taken by Captain Cratchely and Mr. Hillson. The latter, in
particular, was like a man in a state of lethargy, and Mark had
half a mind to leave him, and make his condition an excuse for
not having persisted in the call, But he saccesded in arousing
the captain, who scon found the means to bring the second
mate to a state of semi-consciousness,

“Well, sir,” cried the captain, as soon as fairly awake him-
self, * what now §% .

“1 think I heard brca.kers abeam, sir, snd I bave hauled up
to the southward.”

A grunt succeeded, which Mark scarce knew how to inter-
pret. It might mean dissatisfaction, or it might mean surprise.
As the eaptain, however, was thoroughly awake, and was mak-
ing ‘his preparations to come ont on deck, he thought that he
had done all that duty required, and he returned to his own
post.  The after-part of the ship was now the best situation for
watching, and Mark went up on the poop, in order to see and
hear the better, No lower sail being in the way, he could look
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ahead almost as weli from that position as if he were forwand ;
and ss for hearing, it was mach the best place of the two, in
consequence of there being no wash of the sea direotly beneath
him, as was the case when stationed between the knight-heads,
To this post he soon summoned Bob Betts, who belonged te
his watch, and with whom he had ever kept up as great an inti-
rascy as the difference in their stations would allow.

*¢ Bob, your ests are almost a8 good 88 your eyes,” said Mark;
“ have you heard nothing of breakers "’

¢ 1 have, Mr. Woolston, and now own I did see something
that may have been white water, this arternoon, while aloft ;
but the captain and second mate seemed 8o awarse to belisving
in sich s thing, out here in the open Pacific, that 1 got to be
awarse, too.”

“It was a great fault in a look-out not to let what he had
scen be known,” said Mark, gravely, -

T own it,eir; I own how wrong I was, and have been sorry
for it ever sinca, DBut it's going right in the wind's eye, Mr.
Woolston, to go ag'in captain and dickey 17

4 But yon now think you have Assrd breakers — where
away i

“ Astarn first; then abead ; and, just as you called me up
on the poop, air, I fancied they sounded off here, on the
weather bow.”

“ Are you serious, Bob 1

“As I ever was in my life, Mr. Mark, This oversight of
the arternoon has made me somewhat conscientious, if I can
be conscientious, and my sight and hearing are now both
wide awake. It's my opinion, sir, that the ship is i the
aidst of breakers at this instant, and that we may go on ’em at
any moment I’

“The devil it is!” exclsimed Captain Crutchely, who now
apperred on the poop, and who caught the last part of Bob
Betts’ speech. ¢ Well, for my part, I bear nothing out of the
way, and I will swear the keenest-sighted man on earth can soe
nothing.”
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These words were acarcely out of the captain’s mouth, and
had been backed by a senseless, mocking lsugh from Hillson,
who was still muzzy, and quite as much asleep as awake, when
the deep and near roar of breakers was most urequivoeally
heard. It came from to windward, too, and sbaami This
was proof that the ship was actually among the breakers when
Mark hanled up, and that she was now passing a daoger to lee-
ward, that she must have previomsly gone by, in running down
on her course. The captain, without waiting to consult with
his cool and clear-headed young mate, now shouted for sll
hands to be called, and to *stand by to ware ship.”” These
orders came out so fast, and in so peremptory a manner, that
remonstrance was out of the question, and Mark set himself at
work to obey them, in good earnest. He would have tacked
in prefersnce to waring, and it would have been much wiser fo
do so; but it. was clearly expedient to get the ship on the
other tack, and he lent all his present exertions to the attain-
ment of that object. Waring is much essier done than tack-
ing, certainly ; when it does not blow too fresh, and there is
not a dangerous sea on, no nauiical manwuvre can be more
readily effected, though room is absolutely necessary to its sne-
cess, This room was now wanting. Just as the ship had got
dead befors the wind, and was flying away to leeward, short as
was the sail ghe was under, the atmosphere seemed to be sud-
denly filled with a strange light, the sea became white ah
around them, and & rosr of tumbling watera arose, that resem-
bled the eound of a amall cataract. The ship waa evidently in
the midst of breakers, and the next moment she struck !

The intense darkness of the night added to the hotrors of
that awfol moment. Neverthelesa, the effect was to arouse all
that there was of manliness and seamanship in Captain Cretch-
ely, who, from that instant, appeared to be himself again,, His
orders were issued coolly, clearly, and promptly, and they were
obeyed as experienced mariners will work at an - instant like
that. The sails were sll clewed up, and the heaviest of them
were furled. Hiélson was ordered to clear away an ancher,

L'
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while Murk was attending o the canvas, In the mean time,
the captain watched the movements of the ship, He had
dropped a lead alongside, and by that he ascertained that they
were still beating ahead.- The thumps were not very hard, and
the white water was soon left astern, none having washed on
deck, Al this was 8o much proof that the place on which they
had struck must have had nearly water enough to float the veasel
—a fact that the lead itsel corroborated. Fifteen feet aft was all
the Rancocus wanted, in her actoal trim, and the lead showed a
good three fathoms, at timea. It was when the ship settled in
the trougha of the sea that she felt the bottom. Satisfied that
his vessel was likely to beat over the present difficuity, Captain
Crutchely now gave all his attention to getting her anchored as
near the reef, and to leeward of it, as possible. The instant she
went clear—a result he now expected every moment—he was
determined to drop one of his bower anchors, and wait for day-
light, before he took any further stepa to extricate bimself from
the danger by which he was surrounded.

On the forecastle the work went on badly, and thither Cap-
tain Crutchely proceeded. The second mate acarce knew what
he was aboat, and the captain took charge of the dnty himself.
At the same time he issued an order to Mark to get up tackles,
and to clear away the lannch, preparatory to getting that boat
into the water. Hilison had bent the cable wrong, and much
of the work had to be done over again, As soon as men get
excited, a8 is apt to be the case when they find serions blun-
dera made ai critical moments, they are not always discreet.
The precise manner in which Captain Crutchely met with the
melancholy féte that befell him, was never known, It is certain
that he jumped down on the suchor-stock, the anchor being a
cock-bill, and that he ordered Mr. Hillson off it. While
thns employed, and at an instant when the cable was pronounced
bent, and the men were in the act of getting inboard, the ship
made a heavy roll, breakers agsain appeared all around her, the
white foam rising nearly to the level of her raila. The captam
was see no more. Lhere is little doubt that he was washed
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fromn the anchorstock, and carried away to leeward, in the
midst of the darkmess of that midnight hour.

Mark was soon apprised of the change that had oceurred, and
of the heavy responsibility that now rested om his young
ghoulders, A fecling of horror and of regret came over him, at
first; bot, understanding the necessity of self-command, he
sroused himself at once to do his duty, sand gave his orders
coolly and with judgment. The first atep was to endeavor to
save the captain, The jolly-boat was lowered, and six men got
into it, and passed shead of the ship, with this benevolent de-
gign. Mark stood on the bowsprit, and saw them shoot past
the bows of the vessel, and then, almost immediately, become
lost to view in the gloomy darkness of the terrible scene. The
men never reappeared—a common and noknown fate thus
aweeping away Captain Cratchely and six of his best men, and
all, as it might be, in a single instant of time !

Notwithstanding these sudden and alarming losses, the work
went on.  Hillson seemed suddenly to become conacious of the
necessity of exertion, and by giving his uimost attention to
hoisting out the launch, that boat was got safely into the water,
By thia time the ship had beaten so far over the reef, as scarcely
to touch at all, and Mark had every thing ready for letting go
his anchors, the instant he had reason to believe she was-in
water deep enough te float her. The thumps grew lighter and
lighter; and the lead-line showed a considerable drift; so much
80, indeed, as to require its being hauled in and cast anew every
minute, Under all the circumstances, Mark expected, each in-
stant, to find himself in four fathoms’ water, and he intended to
let go the anchor the moment he was assured of that fact. In
the mean time, he ordered the carpenter to sound the pumps.
Thia was done, and the ship was reported with only the cus-
fomary quantity of water in the well. As yet, her bottom was
not injured, materially at least,

‘While Mark stood with the lead.line in his hand, anxioualy
watching the drift of the vessel and the depth of water, Hillson
was employed in placing provisions in the launch, There was
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a small amounnt of specie in the cabin, and this, too, was trans.
ferred to the lauich ; every thing of that sort being done with-
out Mark's knowledge, and by the second mate's orders, The
former was on the forecastle, waiting the proper moment to
anchor ; while all of the after-part of the ship was at the merey
of the second mate, and a gang of the people, whom that officer
had gathered around him,

At length Mark found, to his great delight, that there were
four good fathoms of water under the ship's bows, though she
still hung abaft. He ascertained this fact by means of Bob
Betts, which true-hearted tar stood by him, with a lantern, by
swinging which low enough, the marks were seen on the lead-
line. Foot by foot the ship now surged ahead, the seas being
so much reduced in size and power, by the manner in which
they had been broken to windward, as not to lift the vessel
more than an inch or two at & time. After waiting patiently a
quarter of an hour, Mark believed that the proper time had
come, and he pave the order to “let run.”” The seaman
stationed at the stopper obeyed, and down went the anchor. It
happened, opportonely enough, that the anchor was thus drop-
ped, just as the keel cleared the bottom, and the cable being
secured at a short range, after forging ahead far emough to
tighten the latter, the vessel tended, In awinging to her an-
chor, a roller came down upon her, however—one that had
crossed the reef without breaking—and broke on board Ler.
Mark afterward believed that the rush and weight of this sea,
which did po serious harm, frightened the men into the launch, ,
where Hillson was already in person, and that the bosat either
struck adrift under the power of the roller, or that the painter
was imprudenﬂy cast off in the confusion of the moment. He
had got in as far as the windlass himself, when the sea came
aboard ; amd, a9 scon a3 he recovered his sight after the duck-
ing he received, he caught a dim view of the launch, driving
off to leeward, on the top of a wave. Hailing was useless, and
he stood gazing at the helpless boat until it became lost, like
every thing else that was a hundred yards from the ship, in the
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gloom of night. Even then Mark was by no means conscious
of the extent of the calamity that had befallen him. It was
only when he had visited cabin, steerage, and forecastls, and
called the crew over by name, that he reached the grave fact
that there was ne cne left on board the Rancocus but Bob Betts
and himself !

As Mark did not kunow what land was to be found io lee-
ward, he naturally enough hoped and expected that the people
in both boats might reach the shore, and be recovered in the
morning ; but he had little expectation of ever seeing Captain
Crutchely again, The circumstances, however, afforded him
little time to reflect on these things, and he gave his whole
attention, for the moment, to the preservation of the ship.
Fortunately, the snchor held, aud as the wind, which had never
blown very heavily, sensibly began to lessen, Mark was sanguine
in the belief it would countinue to hold, Captain Crutchely had
taken the precantion to have the cable bitted at a short range,
with a view to keep it, as much as possible, off the bottom;
coral being known to cut the hempen cables that were alto-
gether in use, in that day, almost as readily as axes. In con-
sequonce of this bit of foresight, the Rancocus lay at a distance
of less than forty fathorms from her anchor, which Mark knew
had been dropped in four fathoms water. He now sounded
sbreast of the main-mast, and ascertained that the ship itself
was in nine fathoms. This was cheering intelligence, and when
Bob Betta heard it, he gave it as his opinion that all might yet

. o well with them, could they only resover the six men who

had gone to lesward in the jolly-boat. The launch had carried
off nine of their crew, which, previously to this night, had
consisted of nineteen, all told. This suggestion relieved Mark's
mind of a load of care, and he lent himseif to the measures nec-
essary to the continued safety of the vessel, with renewed ani-

mation and vigor,
The pump-well was ouce more sounded, and found to be

vearly empty. Owing to the nature of the bottom on which
they had struck, the lightness of the thumpa, or the strength of
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the ehip herself, it was clear that the vessel had thus far escaped
without any material injury. For this advantage Mark was
deeply grateful, and conld he conly recover four or five of the
people, and find his way out into open water, he might hope to
live again to see America, and {0 be reunited to his youthfol
and charming bride,

The weather continned to grow more snd more moderate,
and some time before the day returned the ciouds broke away,
the drizzle ceased, and a permanent change was fo be expected.
Mark now found new ground for apprehensions, even in these
favorable circumstances, He supposed that the ship must feel
the influence of the tides, so near the land, and was afraid she
might tail the other way, and thus be brought again over the
reef. In order to obviate this diffienlty, he and Bob set to
work to get another cable bent, and another anchor clear for
letting go. As all our readers may not be familiar with ships,
it may be well to say that vessels, as soon ss they quit & cosst
on & long voyage, unbend their cables and send them all below,
out of the way, while, at the same tiwe, they stow their an-
chors, as it is called; that is to say, get them from under the
cat-heads, from which they are unsually suspended when ready to
let-go, and where they are necessarily altogether on the outside of
the vessel, to positions more inboard, where they are safer from
the forece of the waves, and better secured. As all the anchors
of the Rancocus had been thus stowed, until Captain Crutchely
got the cne that was down, off the gunwale, and all the cablea
below, Msrk and Bob had labor enough before them to occupy
soveral hours, in the job thus undertaken,
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COAPTER IV.

#Deep iz the wave s a coral grove,
‘Where the purple mullet and gold-fish rovs,
Where the sea-flower spreada jta leaves of blos,
That never are wet witk falling dew,
But In bright and chengeful beanty ehive,
Far down In the green and grossy brioe,™
Praorvaw.

Our young mate and his sole assistant, Bob Betts, had set
about their work on the stream-cable and anchor, the lightest
and most manageable of all the ground-tackle in the wvessel.
Both were strong and active, snd both were expert in the nse
of blocks, purchases, and handspikes; but the day was seen
lighting the eastern sky, and the anchor was barely off the gun-
wale, and ready to bestoppered. Inthe meanwhile the ship still
tended in the right direction, the wind had moderated to a mere
royal-breeze, and the sea had so far gone down as nearly fo leave
the vessel without motion. As soon as perfectly convineed of
the existence of this favorable state of things, and of its being
likely to last, Mark ceased to work, in order to wait for day,
telling Bob to discontinne his exertions also. It was fully time,
for both of those vigorous and strong-handed men were thor-
oughly fatigned with the toil of that eventful morning,

The reader may easily imagine with what impatieace our two
mariners waited the slow return of light, Each minute seemed
an hour, and it appeared to them as if the night was to last for-
ever, But the earth performed its usual revolution, and, by
degrees, sufficient light was obtained to enable Mark and Bob
to examine the state of things around them. In order to do
this the better, each went into a top, looking abroad from those
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clevations on the face of the ocean, the different points ot the
reef, and all that was then and there to beween. Mark went
up forward, while Bob ascended into the main-top, The dis-
tance between them was so amall, that there was no difficulty in
conversing, which they continued to do, as was natural enough
to men in their situation.

The first look that each of our mariners bestowed, after ho
was in his top, was to leoward, which being to the westward,
was of course yet in the darkest point of the horizon, -They
expected to obtain a sight of at least one island, and that quite
near to them, if not of a group. But no land appeared! It
is true, that it was still oo dark to be certain of a fact of this
eort, though Mark felt quite assured that if land was finally
seen, it must be of no great extent, and quite low. He called
to Bob, to ascertain what Ae thonght of appearances to leeward,
his reputation as a look-cut being so great.

“ Wait a few minutes, sir, till we get a bit more day,” an-
swered his companion, ¢ There is a look on the water, about
a Teagne off here on the Jarboard quarter, that seems as if some-
thing would come out of it. Bat, one thing car be seen plain
enough, Mr, Mark, and that's the breakers. There's a precions
line on 'em, and that, too, one within another, as makes it won-
derful how we ever got through *em as well as we did 1”

This was true enough, the light on the ocean to windward
being now sufficient to enable the men to see, in that divection,

' to a considerable distance. It was ‘that solemn hour in the
. morning when objects first grow distinet, ere they are touched
| with the direct rays from the sur, and when every thing ap-
+ | pears as if coming to s fresh and renovated from the hands of
| the Creator. The sea had so far gone down as to render the
breakera much less formidsble to the eye, than when it was
blowing mere heavily; but this very circumstance made it im
possible to mistake their positious. In the actual atate of the
ocean, it was certain that wherever water broke, there must be
rocks or shoals beneath; wherons, in a blow, the combing of
o ordinary sea might be mistaken for the white water of some
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hidden danger. Many of the rocks, however, lay so low, that
the heavy, sluggish rollers that came undalating slong, scarce
did more than show faint, feathery linea of white, to indicate
the character of the places across which they were passing.
Such was now the case with the reef over which the ship had
beaten, the position of which could hardly have been ascer
tained, or its danger discovered, at the distance of half & mile,
Others, again, were of a very different character, the water still
tambling about them like so many little cataracts. This variety
waa owing to the greater depth at which some of the rocks lay
than others.

As to the pumber of the reefs, and the difficulty in getting
through them, Bob was right enongh. It often happens that
there is an inner and an outer reef to the islands of the Paeific,
particularly to those of coral formatiou; but Mark began to
doubt whether there was any coral a$ ail in the place where the
BRancocus lay, in consequence of the entire want of regularity
in the position of these very bremkers. They were visible in
all directions ; not in continnous lives, but in detached parts;
one lying within another, a3 Bob had expressed it, nntil the
eye could not reach their outer limits,. How the ship had got
so completely involved within their dangerous embraces, ‘with-
out going to pieces on a dozen of the reefs, was to him matter
of wonder; though it sometimes happens at sea, that dangers
are thus safely passed in darkness and fog, that no man would
be bold enongh to enconnter in broad daylight, and with a full
conscioneness of their hazards. Sach, then, had heen the sort
of miracle by which the Rancocus had escaped; though it
was no more essy to see how she was to be got out of her
present position, than it was to see how she had got into it.
Bob-was the first to make & remark on this particular part of
the subject. :

“It will need a reg'lar branch here, Mr, Mark, to carry
the old Rancocus clear of all them breakers, to sea again,”
be cried. “ Our Delaware banks is juat so many fools to “em,
.ir !“
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¢ It is a most serious position for a vesse! to be in, Bon,”
answered Mark, sighing— ¢ nor do I see how we dre ever tc
get clear of it, even should we get back men enough to handlo
the ship.”

“I'm quite of your mind, sir,”’ answered Bob, taking out
his tobacco-box, and helping himself to a quid.  « Nor wonld
I be at all surprised, should there turn out to be a bit of land
to leeward, if you and I was to Robinson Crusos it for the rest
of our days. My good mother was always most awarse to my
following the seas on account of that very danger; most es-
pecially from a fear of the savages from the islands round
about.”

“We will look for our boats,” Mark gravely replied, the
image of Bridget, just at that instant, appearing before his
mind with a painfu] distinctness,

Both now turned their eyes again to leeward, the first direct
rays of the sun beginning to illumine the sarface of the ocean in
that quarter, Something like a misty cloud had been settled on
the water, rather less than a league from the ship, in the western
board, and had hitherto prevented a close examination in that
part of the horizon, The power of the sun. however, almost
instantly dispersed it, and then, for the first time, Bob fancied
he did discover something like land. Mark, however, could
not make it out, until he had gone up into the crors-trees, when
ke, too, got a glimpse of what, under all the circumstances, he
did not doubt waa cither a portion of ‘the reef that rose abeve
the water, or was what might be termed a low, straggling
island. Its distance from the ship, they estimated at rather
more than two leagaes,

Both Mark and Bob remained aloft near an hour longer, or
uotil they bad got the best possible view of which their posi-
tion would allow, of every thing around the sbip. Bob went
down, and ook a glass up to his officer, Mark sweeping the
whole horizon with it, in the anxious wish to make out some-
thing cheering in connection with the boats. The drift of these
unfortunate craft mnst have been toward tha Iand, and that he
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examined with the utmost care. Aided by the glass, and his
elevation, he got a tolerable view of the spot, which certainly
promised as little in the way of supplies as any other bit of
naked réef he had ever seen. The distance, however, was so
great as to prevent his obtaicing any certsin information on
that peint. One thing, however, he did ascertain, as he feared,
with copsiderable accuracy. .After passing the glass along the
whole of that naked rock, he conld see nothing on it in motion,
Of birds, there were a good many; more, indeed, than from
the extent of the visible reef he might have expected ; but no
eigns of man could be discovered. As the ocean, in all direc-
tions, was swept by the glasa, and thia single fragment of a reef,
which was less than s mile in length, was the only thing that
even resembled land, the melancholy couviction began to force
itself on Mark and Bob, that all their shipmates had perished |
They might have perished in one of several ways; as the naked
reef did not lie precisely to leeward of the ship, the boats might
have driven by it, in the deep darkness of the past night, and
gone far away out of sight of the spot where they had left the
veseel, long ere the return of day. There was just the possibili-
ty that the spars of the ship might be seen by the wanderers, if
they were still living, and the faint hope of their regaining the
vessel, in the coume of the day, by meana of their cars. It
was, however, more probable that the boats had capsized in
some of the numerous fragments of breakers, that were visible
eve in the present calm condition of the ocean, and that all in
them had been drowned. The best swimmer must have hope-
lessly perished, in such a situation, and in such a night, unleas
carried by a providential interference to the naked rock to lee-
ward., That no one was living on that reef, the glass pretty
plainly proved.

Mark and Bob Betts descended to the deck, after passing &
long time sloft making their observations, Both were preity
well assured that their sifuation was almost desperate, though
each was too resolute, and too thoroughly imbued with the
apirit of a seaman, to give np while there was the smallest
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shadow of hope. As it was now getting past the nsnsl break-
fast hour, some cold meat was got out, and, for tha first time
since Mark was transferred to the cabin, they sat down on the
windlass and ate the meal together. A little, however, aatisfied
men iu their sitnation ; Bob Betts fairly owning that he had no
appetite, though so notorious at the ship’s beef and a bisenit, as
to be often the subject of his messmates’ jokea, That moming
even he could eat but little, though both felt it to be a duty
they owed to themselves to take coough to sustain natore, It
was while these two forlorn and desolate mariners sat there on
the windlass, picking, as it might be, morsel by morsel, that
they first entered into s foll and frank communication with
each other, touching the realities of their present situation,
After 8 good deal had passed between them, Mark saddenly
asked—

“Do you think it possible, Bob, for us two to take care of
the ship, should we even manage to get her imto deep water
again P

“ Well, that is not so soon answered, Mr. Woolston,” re-
turned Bob. “ We're both on us stout, and healthy, and of
good courage, Mr. Mark ; but *twould be a desperate long way
for two hands to carry s wessel of four hundred tons, to take
the old 'Cocus from this here anchorage, all the way to the
coast of America; and short of the coast there’s no ra’al hope
for ns. However, sir, that is a subject that need give ua no
consarn,” .

] do not see that, Bob; wa shall have to do it, unless we
fall in with something at sea, could we only once get the vessel
out from among these reefs,”

‘ Ay, gy, sir—ecould we get her out from among these reefs,
mdeed | There's the rub, Mr. Woolston; but I fear ’twill
pever bo ‘rub and go.'”

*You think, then, we are too fairly in for it, ever to get the
ship clear{”’

¢ Huch is just my notion, Mr. Woolston, on that sabject, and
I've no wish to keep it a secret. In my judgmert, was poor




OR, YULCAN'S PEAK. (i3]

Cuptain Crutchely alive and back at his post, and all bands jast
88 they was this time twenty-four hours since, and ths ahip
where she is now, that kere she would have to stay. Nothing
short of kedging can ever take the wessel clear of the reefs to
windward on us, and man-of-war kedging conld hardly do it,
then”

“1 am sorry to hear you say this,” answered Mark, gloomily,
& thongh I feared as much myself”

it Men is men, sir, and you can get ne more out on ’em than
is in’em, ¥ looked well at these reefs, sir, when aloft, and
they’re what I call as hopeless affairs as ever I laid eyes on, If
they lay in any sort of way, a body might have some little
chance of getting through ’em, but they don't lay, no how.
"Twould be *luff* and ¢keep her away’ every half minute or
8o, should we attempt to beat up among "em ; and who is there
aboard her to brace up, sud haul aft, and ease off, and to swing
yarcs sich as ourn i

T was not altogether without the hope, Bob, of getting the
ehip into clear water; though I have thoeght it would be done
with difficulty. I am still of opinion we had better try it, for
the alternative is a very sérious matter,”

“ 1 don't exactly understand what you mean by sttorney-
tives, Mr. Mark; though it's little harm, or little good that any
attorney can do the old 'Cocus, new [ DBat, as for getting this
craft through them reefs, to windward, and into clear water, it
surpasses the power of man. Did yon just notice the tide-
ripples, Mr, Mark, when you was up in the cross-trees {”

¢ I saw them, Bob, and am fully aware of the difficulty of
running as large a vessel as this among them, even with a fall
¢rew. But what will become of us, unless we get the ship into
open water 1’

“ Sure enough, sir. I see no other hope for ns, Mr. Mark,
bat to Robinson Crusce it awhile, until our timea come; or,
till the Lord, in his marcy, shall see fit to have us picked mp."

4 Robioson Crusoe it|” repeated Mark, smiling at the quaint-.
nesa of Bob’s expreasion, which the well-meaning fellow uttered
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in all simplicity, and in perfect good faith-—* where are we ta
find even an uninhabited island, on which to dwell after the
mode of Robinson Crusoe ¥

‘'There's & bit of & reef to leeward, where I dare say a man
might pick up a living, arter a fashion,” answered Bob, coolly H
¢ then, here is the ship,”

“ And how long would a hempen cable hold the ship in a
place like this, where every time the vessel lifta to a sea, the
clench is chafing on a rock? No, no, Bob—the ship cannot
long remain where she is, depend on that. We must try and
pass down to leeward, if we cannot beat the ship through the
dangers to windward,”

4 Ilarkee, Mr. Mark ; I thought this matter over in my mind,
while we was aloff, and this is my idea as to what is best {0 be
done, for a start, There's the dingui on the poop, in as good
order as ever a boat was. She will easily carry two on us, and,
on a pinch, she might carry half a dozen, Now, my notion is
to get the dingui into the water, to put a breaker and some
grub in her, and to pull down to that bit of a reef, and have a
survey of it. I'll take the sculls going down, and you can keep
heaving the lead, by way of finding out if there be such a thing
23 a channel in that direction. If the ship is ever to be-moved
by us two, it must be by going to leeward, and not by attempt-
ing to tarn up ag'in wind and tide among them ’ere rocks, out
bere to the eastward. No, sir; let ua take the dingui, and snr-
wey the reef, and look for our shipmates; a’ter which we can
best tell what to undertake, with some little hope of succeeding.
The weather scems seitled, and the soower we are off the
better,”

This proposal strack Mark's young mind as plausible, as well
as discreet. To recover even a single man would be a great ad-
vantage, and ke had lingering hopes that soms of the peoplo
might yet be found on the reef. Then Bob's idea about getting
the ship through the shoal water, by passing to leeward, in
preference to making the attempt against the wind, was a sonad
one; and, on a little reflection, he was well enough disposed to
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acquiesce in it  Accordingly, when they quitted the windlass,
they both set about putting this project in execution.

The dingui was no great matter of a boat, and they had not
much difficulty in getting it into the water. Firat, by alinging, it
was swayed high enough to clear the rail, when Bob bore it over
the side, and Mark lowered: away. It was found to be tight,
Captain Crutchely having kept it half full of water over since
they got into the Pacific, dnd in other respects it was in good
order. It was even provided with s little sail, whick did very
well beforo the wind, While Bob saw to provisioning the
boat, ang filling its breakers with fresh water, Mark attended to
another piece of duty that he conceived to be of the last im-
portance, The Rancocus carried several guns—an armament
prepared to repel the mavages of the sandal-wood islands, and
these guns were all mounted, and in their places, There were
two old-fashioned sizes, and eight twelve-pound carronades.
The first made smart reports, when properly loaded. Our
young mate now got the keys of the magazine, opened it, and
brought forth three cartridges, with which he loaded three of
the guns. These guos he fired, with short intervals between
them, in hopes that the reports would be carried to the ears of
some of the missing people, and eucourage them to make every
effort to return. The roar of artillery sounded strangely enough
in the midst of that vast solitude; and Bob Betts, who had
often been in action, declared that he was much affected by it.
As no immediate resnit was expected from the firing of these
guns, Mark had no sooner discharged them, than he joined
Betts, who, by this time, had every thing ready, and prepared
to quit the ship, Before ho did this, however, he made an
anxious and careful anrvey of the weather, it being all-impor-
tant to be certain no change in this respect was likely to occur
in his absence. All the omens were favorable, and Bob repori-
ing for the third time that every thing was ready, the young
man went over the side, and descended, with a reluctance he
could uot conceal, into the boat, Certainly, it was no trifling
watter for men in the situation of our twe mariners, to leave
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their vessel all alone, to be abseut for a large portion of the day.
It was to be done, however; though it was done reluetartly,
and not without many misgivings, in spite of the favorable signs
in the atmosphere,

‘When Mark hzd taken his seat in the dingui, Bob let go hm
hold of the ship, and set the sail: The breeze was light, and
fair to go, though it was by no means s0 certain how it would
serve them on the return.  Previously to quitting the ship,
Mark had taken & good look af the breakers to leeward, in
order to have some general notion of the course best to steer,
and he commenced his little voyage, but entirely withou{ a plan
for his own government, The breakers were quite as nmmerous
to leeward as to windward, but the fact of there being so many
of them madé smooth water between them. A boat, or a ship,
that was once fairly a league or so withie the broken lines of
rocks, was like a vessel embayed, the rollers of the open ocean
expending their force on the outer reefs, and coming in much
reduced in size and power. - Still, the uneasy ocesn, even in its
state of rest, is formidable at the points where ita waters meet
with rocks, or sands, and the breakers that did exist, even as
much embayed as was the dingei, were serious matters for so
small & boat to encounter, It was necessary, comsequently, to
steer clear of them, lest they shounld eapsize, or fill, this, the only
craft of the sort that now belonged to the vessel, the loss of
which would be a most serions matter, indeed,

The dingui slided away from the ship with a very easy move-
ment, There was just about as much wind as sc small a craft
noeded, and Bob soon began to sound, Mark preferring to steer.
It was, however, by no means easy to sound in 8o low a boat,
while in such ewift motion; and Bob was compelled to give it
up. As they should be obliged to retarn with the oars, Mark
observed that then he would feel his way back to the shi).
Nevertheless, the few casts of the lead that did succeed, satisfied
cur mariners that there was much more than water enough for
the Rancoeus, between the reefs. On them, doubtless, it wounld
tamn out to be different.
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Mark met with more difficulty than he bad anticipated in
keeping the dingui cut of the breakers. 8o very smooth was
the sort of bay he was in—a bay by means of the reefs to wind-
ward, though no rock in that direction rose above the sarface
of the sea—so very smooth, then, was the sort of bay he was
in, that the water did not break, in many places, except at long
intervals; and then only when & roller heavier than common
found ite way in from the omter ocear. Aa a comsequence, the
breakers that did snddenly show themaseives from a cause like
this, were the hesviest of all, and the little dingui would have
fared badly had it been caught on a reef, at the precise moment
when such a sea tumbled over in foam. This accident was very
nesr oceurring once or twice, but it was escaped, more by prov-
idential interference than by any care or skill in the adven-
turers.

It is very easy to imagive the intense intereat with which our
two mariners drew near to the visible reef. Their observations
from the cross-trees of the ship, had told them this was all the
land anywhere very near them, and if they did not find their
lost shipmstes here, they ought not to expect to find them at
all. Then this reef, or island, was of vast importance in other
points of view. If might become their future homs ; perhaps
for years, possibly for life. The appearances of the sunken
veefs, over and smong which he had just passed, had greatly
thaken Mark's hope of ever getting the ship from among them,
and he even dombted the possibility of bringing her down, be-
fore the wind, to the place where he was then going., All
these considerations, which began to press more and more
painfully on his mind, each foot as he advanced, served to in-
crease the intensity of the interest with which he noted every
appearance on, or abont, the reef, or island, that he was now
approsching, Bob had less fesling on the pubject. He had
leas imaginstion, and foresaw consequences and effects lesa
rividly than his officer, and was more accustomed to the vicis.
situdes of a seaman’s life, Then he had left no virgin bride at

bome, to look for his return; and had, moreover, made up his
641
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mind that it was the will of Providence that he and Mark were
to *“Robinson Crusoe it” awhile on *that bit of a reef.”
Wkhether they should ever be rescued from so desclate a place,
was a point on which he had not yet begun fo ponder,

The appearances were any thing but encouraging, as the diu-
gui drew nearer and nearer to the naked part of the reef, The
opinious formed of this place, by the examination made from
the cross-trees, turned out to he tolerably accurate, in several
particulars. It was just about a mile in length, while its breadth
varied from half a mile to less than an eighth of a mile. On
its shores, the rock slong most of the reef rose but a very few
feet above the surface of the water, though at its esstern, or the
weather extremity, it might have been of more than twice the
usual height ; its length lay nearly east and west. In the cen-
tre of this island, however, there was a singular formation of
the rock, which appeared to rise to an elevation of something
like sixty or eighty feet, making a sort of a regular circular
mound of that height, which occupied mo small part of the
widest portion of the island. Nothing like tree, shrub, or
grrass, was visible, as the hoat drew near enough to render sach
things apparent. Of aquatic birds there were a goed many;
though even they did not appear in the numbers that are some-
times seen in the vicinity of uninhabited islands, Abont cer-
tain large naked rocks, at no great distance, however, from the
principal reef, they were hovering in thousands,

At length the little dingni glided in quite near to the island.
Mark was at first surprised to find a0 little surf besting against
even its weather side, but this was accounted for by tha great
number of the reefs that Iay for miles without it ; and, partie-
ularly, by the fact that one line of rock strotched directly across
this weather end, distant from it only two cables’ lengths, form-
ing a pretty little sheet of perfectly smooth water between it
and the island, Of course, to do this, the line of reef just men-
tioned must come very near the purface ; as in fact was the case,
the rock rising so high as to be two or three feet out of water
on the ebb, though usually submerged on the flood. The boat
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was obliged to pass round one end of this last-named rcef,
where there was deep water, and then to haul its wind a little
in order to reach the shore,

It would be difficult to describe the sensations with which
Mark first landed. In approashing the place, both he and Bob
kad strained their eyes in the hope of seeing some proof that
their shipmates had been there; but no discovery rewarded
their search. Nothing was seen, on or abont the island, to fur-
nish the smallest evidence that either of the boats had touched it.
Mark found that he was treading on naked rock when he had
landed, thongh the snrface was tolerably smoocth. The rock
itself was of a sort to which he was unaccustomed ; and he be-
gon to suspect, what, in trath, turned out on further investiga-
tion to be the fact, that instead of being on a reef of coral, he
was on one of purely volcanic origin. The utter nakedness of
the rock both surprised and grieved him. On the reefs, in
every direction, considerable quantities of sea-weed had lodged,

temporarily at least; bnt none of it appeared to have found its |

way to this particular place. Nakeduoess and dreariness wers
the two words which best described that island ; the only inter-
ruption to its solitude and desolation being occasioned by
the birds, which now came screaming and flying above the
heads of the intruders, showing, both by their boldness and
their cries, that they were totally unacquainted with men,

The mound, in the centrs of the reef, was an object too con-
spicuous to escape attention, and our adventurers approached it
at onee, with the expectation of geiting a better look-out from
its summit, than that they had on the lower level of the surface
of the ordinary reef. Thither, then, they proceeded, accompa
nied by a large flight of the birds, Neither Mark nor Bob,
however, had neglected to turn his eyes toward the now distant
ship, which waa apparently riding a4 its anchor, in exactly tho
condition in which it had been left, half an hour before. In
that quarter sll seemed right, and Mark led the way to the
monnt, with active and eager steps.

On reaching the foot of this singular elevation, our adven-

v
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turers found it would mot be so easy a matter as they had
fancied, to ascend it. Unlike the rest of the reef which they
bad yet seen, it appeared to be composed of a crambling rock,
and this so smooth and perpendicalar as to render it extremely
difficult to get np. A place was found at length, however, and,
by lending each other a hand, Mark and Bob finally got ou the
summit. Hero a surprise was ready for them, that drew an ex-
clamation from each, the instant the sight broke mpon him.
Tnstead of finding an elevated bit of table-rock, as had been ex-
pected, a circnlar cavity existed within, that Mark at once rec
ognized to be the extinct crater of a voleanol After the first
astonishment was over, Mark made a closs examination of the
place.

The mound, or barrier of lara and scorlm that composed the
outer wall of this crater, was almost mathernatically circnlar.
Its inner precipice was, in most places, absolutely perpendicular,
though overhanging in & fow; there being but two or three
spots where an active man could descend in ssfety. The area
within might contain a hundred acres, while the wall preserved
a very even height of abont sixty feet, falling a little below this
at tho leeward side, where there existed ome narrow hole, or
passage, on & lovel with the bottom of the crater; a sort of
gateway, by which to enter and quit the cavity. This passage
had, no doubt, been formed by the exit of lava, which, centuries
ago, had doubtleas broken through at this point, and coatributed
to form the visible reef beyond. The height of this hole was
some iwenty feet, having an arch above it, and ite width may
have been thirty, When Mark got to it, which he did by
descending the wall of the crater, not without rigk to his neck,
he found the surface of the crater very ever snd uwmbroken,
with the exception of its having a slight descent from its east-
ern to its western side ; or from the side opposite to the outlet,
or gateway, to the gateway itself. This inclination Mark fan-
cied waa owing to the circumstance that the water of the ocean
had formerly entered at the hole, in uncommonly high tides
and tempests, and washed the ashes, which had once formed the
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bottom of the crater, toward the remote part of the plain.
These ashes had been converted by time inte a soft, or friable
rock, composing a stone that is called tufa. If there had ever
been a cone in the crater, as was probabiy the caso, it had
totally disappeared under the action of time and the wear of tha
seagons. Rock, however, the bed of the crater could scarcely
be yet considered, though it had a crust which bore the weight
of a man very readily, in nearly every part of it. Once or twice
Mark broke through, sa one would fall through rotten ice, when
he found his shoes covered with a light dust that much resem-
bled ashes, In other places ha broke this crust on purpose,
always finding beneath it a considerable depth of ashes, mingled
with some shells, and a few small stones,

That the water sometimes flowed into this crater was evident
by a considerable deposit of salt, which marked the limits of
the latest of these floods. This salt had probably prevented
vegetation, The water, however, never could have entered
from the sea, had not the lava which originally made the ootlet
left a sort of channel that was lower than the surface of the
outer rocks. It might be nearer to the real character of the
phenomenon were we to say, that the lava which had broken
through the barrier at this point, and tambled into the sea, had
not quite filled the channel which it rather found, than formed,
when it ceased to flow, Cooling in that form, an irregular
crevice was loft, throngh which the element, no doubt, still oc-
casionally entered, when the adjacent ocean got a sufficient ele-
vation, Mark observed that, from some cause or other, the birds
avoided the crater. It really seemed to him that their instinets
warned them of the dangers that had once environed the place,
and that, to nse the langmage of sailors, *they gave it a wide
berth,” in consequence. Whatever may have been the cause,
such was the fact; few even flying over it, though they were to
be seen in hundreds, in the air all round it
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CHAPTER V.

#The king's scn have I Innded by himself;
Whom I left couling of the alr with sighs
In an odd angle of the {sla, snd sitting,
His arms In this sod kot :
TrarEsr.

Havixa completed this first examination of the crater, Mark
and Bob next picked their way again to the snmmit of its wall,
and took their seats directly over the arch, Here they enjoyed
as good a lock-out as the little island afforded, not only of its
own surface, but of the surrounding occan. Mark now began

| to comprehend the character of the singular geological forma-
tion, into the midst of which the Rancocus had been led, as it
» | might almost ba, by the hand of Providence itself. He was at
|l that moment seated on the topmost pinnacle of s snbmarine
" mountain of voleanic origin—~snbmarine &s to all its elevations,
heights, and spaces, with the exception of the crater where he
- had just taken his stand, and the little bit of visible and vener-
" able lava, by which it was sarrounded. Tt is true that this lava
rose very near the surfase of tha ocean, in fifty places that he
could see gt no great distance, forming the numberless breakers
that characterized the place ; bat, with the exception of Mark's
Reef, as Bob named the principal island on the spot, two or
three detached islets within a cable’s-length of it, and a few little
more Temote, the particular haunta of birds, no other land was
visible, far or near.

As Mark sat there on that rock of concrete ashes, he speecn.
lated on the probable extent of the shoals and reefs by which he
was surrounded.  Judging by what he thea saw, and recalling
the particulars of the examination made from the cross-irees of
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the ship, he supposed that the dangers and difficalties of the
pavigation most oxtend, in an east and west dircction, at least
twelve marine leagnes; while, in a north and south, the distance
geemed to be a little, and & very little less. There was neces-
_earily 8 good deal of conjecturs in this estimate of the ex-
teat of the voleanic mountain which composed these extensive
shosals; but, from what he saw, from the distance the ship
was known to have run amid the dangera before she brought
nop, her present anchorage, the position of the island, and all the
other materials before him to maks his calculation on, Mark be-
lieved himself rather to have lessened than to have exaggerated

the extent of thése shoals, Had the throes of the earth, which |
produced this sabmerged rock, been a little more powerfal, a |

beautiful and fertile island, of very respectable dimenmsions,
would probably have been formed in its place.

From the time of reaching the reef, which is now o bear
his name in all future time, onr young seaman had begum to
admit the bitter possibility of being compelied to pass the re-
mainder of his days on it. How long he and his companion
could find the means of aubsistence in a place so barren, was
merely matter of conjecture; but so long as Providence should
furnish these means, was it highly probable that sclitary and
little-favored spot was to be their home, It is nnnecessary to
state with what bitter regrets the young bridegroom admitted
this painful idea; but Mark was too manly and resolute to
abandon himself to deapair, even af sach a moment, Ha kept
his sorrows pent up in the repository of his own hosom, and
endeavored to imitate the calm exterior of his companion, As
for Bob, he was a good deal of a philosopher by natore ; and,
having made up his mind that they were doomed to * Robinson
Crusoe it,”’ for a few years at least, he waa already turning over
in his thoughts the means of doing so to the hest. advaniage.
Under such circumstances, and with such feelings, it is not at
all sarprizing that their present situation and their future pros-
pecis soon became the subject of discourse, between these two
solitary seamen,
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# We are fairly in for it, Mr. Mark,”” said Bob, ' and differ
from Robinson only in the fact that there are two of us; where-
3 he was obliged to set up for himself, and by himself, until he
fell in with Friday I

“] wish I could eay that was the only difference in our con-
ditions, Betts, but it is very far from being so, Ip the first
place he had an island, while we have little more than a reef;
he had soil, while we have naked rock; he had fresh water,
and we have none; he had trees, while wo have not even a
spear of grasa, All these circnmstances make out a case most
desperately against us.’”

% Yon speak truth, sir; yet is there light ahead. 'Wa have
u ship, sound and tight ss the day she sailed ; while Robinson
loat his craft under his feet. As long as there is a plank sfloat,
a true salt never gives up.”

t Ay, Bob, I feel that, as strongly as you can yourself; nor
do I mesn to give up, so long as there is reason to think God
has not entirely deserted us. But that ship is of no use, in
the way of returning to our friends and home ; or, of no use as
a ship. The power of man could scarcely extricate her from tha
reefs around her,”

¢ It's & bloody bad berth,” said Bob, squirting the salivs of
his tobacco half-way down the wall of the crater, * that I mnst
allow. Howsomever, the ship will be of use in a great many
ways, Mr, Mark, if we can keep her afloat, even whero she is.
The water that'a in her will last us two a twelvemonth, if we
aro & little particular about it ; and when the rainy season sets
in, as the rainy season will be smre to do in this latitude, we
can fill up for a frash start, Then the ship will be & house for
us to Kve in, and a capital good house, toe.  You can live aft,
gir, and I'll take my swing in the foreeastle, just as if nothing
bad happened.”

# No, no, Bob; there is an end of all such distinctions now.
Migery, like the grave, brings all upon & level. You and I
commenced as messmates, aud we are likely to end as mess.
wates. There is a nse to which the ship may be put, however,
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that you have not mentioned, and to which we must look for-
ward 83 our best hope for this world. She may be broken up
by us, and we may succeed in building s craft large enough tb
navigate these mild seas, and yet small emough to be taken
through, or over the reefs. In that way, favored by Divine
Providence, we may live to see our friends again.”

 Courage, Mr. Mark ;'courage, sir. I know it must be hard
on the feelin’s of a married man, like yourself, that has left a
parfect pictur’ behind him, to believe he is never to return fo
his home again, But I don't believe that such is to be our
fate, I never heard of much an end to a Crusce party, Even
Robinson, himself, got off at last, and had a desperate hard
journey of it, after he hauled his land-tacks aboard, I like
that idee of the new craft ’specially well, and will lend a hand
to help you through with it with all my heart. I'm not much
of a carpeater, it's true; nor do I suppose you are any thing
wonderful with the broad-axe and adze; bnt twe willing and
stout men, who has got their lives to save, cac turn their hands
to slmost any thing. For my part, sr, since I was to be
wrecked and Robinson it awhile, I'm gratefully thankful that
Dve got you for a companion, that's all I”’

Mark smiled at this oblique compliment, but he felt well
assured that Bob meant all for the best, After a short pause,
he resumed the discourse by saying—

«I have been thinking, Bob, of the possibility of getting the
ship safely down 4s far aa this island. Could we but place her
to leeward of that last reef off the weather and of the island,
she might lie there years, or until she fell to pieces by decay.
If we are to attempt building a decked boat, or any thing large
enough to ride out a gale in, we shall want more rocm than
the ship's decks to set it up in. Besides, we could never got a
eraft of those dimensions off the ship’s decks, and must, of
necessity, build it in some place where it may be launched
Our dingui would never do to be moving backward and for-
ward, 80 great & distance, for it will carry little racre than our.
selves. All things considered, therefore, I am of opinion we

4
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can do nrtning better to begin with, than to try to get the ship
down here, where wo have room, and may carry out our plans
to some advantage,”

Bob assented at once to this scheme, and suggested one or
two ideas in approbation of it, that were new even to Mark,
Thus, it was evident to both, that if the ship herself were ever
to get clear of the reef, it must be by passing ont to leeward ;
and by bringing her down to the island so much would be
gained on the indispensable courss, Thus, added Bob, she
might be securely moored in the little bay to windward of the
island ; snd, in the course of time; it was possible that by a
thotough examination of the channels to the westward, and by
the use of buoys, a passage might be found, after all, that would
carry them out to sea. Mark had little hope of ever getting
the Rancocus extricated from the maze of rocks into which she
had eo blindly entered, and where she probably never could
have come but by driving over some of them ; but he saw many
advantages in this plan of removing the ship, that incressed in
pumber and magnitude the more he thought on the subject.
Becurity to the fresh water was one great object to be attained.
Should it come on to blow, and the ship drift down upon the
rocks to leeward of her, she would probably go to pieces in an
hour or two, when not only all the other ample storea that she
contained, but every drop of sweet water at the command of
the two scamen, would inevitably be lost, 8o important did it
appear to Mark to make sure of a portion of this great essen-
tial, at least, that he would have proposed towing down to the
reef, or island, a few casks, had the dingui been heavy encugh
to render such a project practicable. After talking over these
several points still move at large, Mark and Bob descended
from the summit of the crater, made half of its circuil, snd re-
turned to their boat,

Aas the day continued calm, Mark was in no hurry, bot passed
hslf an hour in scunding the little bay that was formed by the
surken rocks that lay off the eastern, or weather end of the
Crater Reef, as, in a spirit of humility, he insisted on calling
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that which everybedy else now calls Mark's Reef. Here he not
only found abundance of water for all he wanted, but, to his
surpris¢, he also found a sandy bottom, formed, no doubt, by the
particles washed from the surrounding rocks under the never-
ceaging abrasion of the waves. On the submerged recf there
were only a few inches of water, and our mariners saw clearly
{hat it was possible to secure the ship in this basin, in 8 very
effectual manner, conld they only have a sufﬁciency of good
weather in which to de it.

After surveying the basin, itself, with suofficient care, Bob
pulted the dingui back toward the ship, Mark sounding as they
proceeded. But two difficulties were found between the points
that it was so desirable to bring in communieation with each
other. One of these difficulties consisted in &' passage between
two lines of reef, that ran M#arly parallel for a quarter of a mile,
and which were only half a cable’s-length asunder. There was
ak:undance of water between these reefs, but the difficulty was
in the comrse, and in the narrowness of the passage, Mark
passed through the latter four several times, sounding it, as it
might be, foot by foot, and examining the bottom with the
eye; for, in that pellueid water, with the sun near the zenith,
it was possible to see two or three fathoms down, and nowheras
did he find any other obstacle than this just mentioned. Nor
was suy buoy necessary, the water breaking over the sonthern
end of the outer, and over the northern end of the inver ledge,
and nowhere else near by, thus distinetly noting the very two
points where it would be necessary to alter the course.

The second obstacle was much more rericus than that just
deseribed, It was a reef with a good deal of water over most
of it; so much, indeed, that the sea did not break, unless in
heavy gales, but not enough to carry a ehip like the Rancocus
over, except in one, and that a very contracted pass, of less than
a hundred feet in width. This channel it would be indispensa~
bly necessary to buoy, since a variation from the true course
of ouly a few fathoms, wonld infallibly produce the loss of the
ship. All the rest of the distance was easily enough made by
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a vessel standing down, by simply taking care not to run into
visible breakera,

Mark and Bob did not get back to the Rancocus until near
three o'clock. They found every thing as they had laft it, and
the piga, poultry, and goat, glad enough to see them, and be-
ginning to want their victuals and drink, The two first are to
be found on board of every ship, but the last is not quite so0
usnal, Captain Crutchely had brought one along to anpply milk
for his tea, a beverage that, oddly enongh, stood second only
~ to grog in his favor, After Bob had attended to the wants of
the brute snimals, he and Mark again sat down on the windlass
to make another cold repast on broken meat—as yet, they had
not the hearts to cook any thing. As soon as this homely meal
was taken, Mark placed a couple of buoys in the dingui, with
the pig-iron that was necessary to#mchor them, and proceeded
to the spot on the reef whero it was proposed to place them.

Qur mariners were quite an hour in sesrching for the chan-
nel, and near another in snchorieg the buoys in a way to render
the passage perfectly safe. As soon as this was doms, Bob
pulled back to the ship, which was less than a mile distant, as
fast as he could, for there was every appearance of a change of
weather. The moment was one, now, that demanded great
coolness and decision. Not more than an hour of day remain-
ed, and the question was whether to attempt to move the ship
that night, when the channel and its marks were all fresh in the
minds of the two seamen, and before the fonl weather came, or
to trust to the cable that was down to ride out any blow that
might happen. Mark, young as ke was, thonght justly on most
professional subjects, He knew that heavy rollers wounld come
in across the reef where the vessel then lay, and was fearful that
the cable would chafe aud part, should it come on to blow hard
for four-and-twenty hours coutinually. These rollers, he also
knew by the observation of that day, were completely broken
&nd dispersed on the rocks, before they got down to the island,
and he believed the chances of safety much greater by moving
the ship at once, than by trying the fortune of another night
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out where she then lay. Bob submitted to this decision pre
cisely as if Mark was still his officer, and no sooner got his or-
ders than he sprang from sail to sail, and rope to rope, like a
cat playing among the braoches of some tree. In that day
spensers were unknowr, etay-sails doing their duty. Thus Bob
loosed the jib, main-top-mast and mizen-stay-sails, and saw the
spanker clear for setting, While he waa thns busied, Mark was
looking to the stopper and shank-painter of the sheet-anchor,
which had been got ready to let go before Captain Crntehely
was lost. He even succeeded in gotting that heavy piece of
metal a cock-bill, withont ealling on Bob for assistance.

It was, indeed, time for them to be in & hurry; for the wind
began to come in puffs, the sun was einking into & bank of
clouds, and all along the horizon to windward the sky looked
dark and menacing, Once Mark changed his mind, determiu-
ing to held on, and let go the sheet-anchor where he was, should
it become necessaryj but a lull tempted him to proceed. Bob
shouted out that all was ready, and Mark lifted the axe with
which he was armed, and struck & heary blow on the cable,
Thiat settled the msatter; an entire strand was separated, and
three or four more blows released the ship from her anchor.
Mark now sprang to the jib-halliards, assisting Bob fo hoist the
sail. This was no sooner done than he went aft to the wheel,
where he arrived in time to help the ship to fall off, The spank-
er was next got out as well as two men could do it in a harry,
and then Bob went forward to tend the jib-sheet, and fo look
out for the buoys,

It was indispenssble in such a navigation to make no mistake,
and Mark enjoined the utmost vigilance on his friend. Twenty
times did he hail to inquire if the buoys wers to be seen, and
&l last he was gratified by an answer in the affirmative,

¢ Keep her away, Mr. Mark—keep her away, yon may, sir;
wa are well to windward of the channel. Ay, that’ll do, Mr.
Woolston—that's your beauty, sir. Can’t you get a sight of -
them b'yas yourself, sir §”

¢ Not just yet, Bob, and so much the greater need that you
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should look out the sharper. Give the ship plenty of room,
and -I'll let her run down for the passage, equare for the
channel,”

Bob now ran aft, telling the mate he had better go on the
forecastle himself and conn the ship through the passage, which
was a place he did not like, Mark was vexed that the change
should be made just at that critical instant, but, bounding for-
ward, he was between the knight-heads in half a minute, Jooking
ont for the buoys. At first, he could not see them; and then
he most felt the imprudence of Bob's quitting his post in such a
critical instant. In another minute, however, he found one;
and presently the other came in sight, fearfully close, as it now

“appeared to our young mariner, to its neighbor. The position
of the ship, nevertheless, was sufficiently to windward, leaving
" plenty of room to keep off in, As soon as the ship was far
enough ahead, Mark called out to Bob to put his helm hard up.
This was done, and away the Rancocus went, Mark watching her
with the utmost vigilance, lest she should sheer a little too mnch
to the one side or to the other. He hardly breathed as the veasel
glided down upon these two black sentinels, and, for an instant,
he fancied the wind or the current had interfered with their
positions. It was now too late, however, to attempt any change,
and Mark saw the ship surging onward on the swells of the
ocean, which made their way thus far within the reefs, with a
greater intensity of anxiety than he had ever before experienced
in his life. Away went the ship, and each time she settled in
the water, our young man expected to hear her keel grating on
the bottom, but it did not teuch. Presently the buoys were on
her quarters, snd then Mark knew that the danger of this one
Bpot was passed |
The next step was to find the southern end of the cuter ledge
that formed the succeeding passage. This was not doane until
the ship was close aboard of it. A change had come over the
" spot within the Jast few hours, in consequence of the increase of
wind, the water breaking all along the ledge, instead of ou its
end only; but Mark cared not for this, once certain he had
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found that cnd. He was now half-way between his former an-
chorage and the crater, and he could distinguish the latter
quite plainly. But sail was necessary to carry the ship safely
through the channel ahcad, and Mark called to Bob to lash the
helm amidships after luffing up to his course, and to spring to
the main-top-mast stay-sail halliards, and help him to hoist the
sail. This was soon done, and the new sail was got up, and the
sheet haunled aft. Next followed the mizen stay-sail, which was
spread in the same manner. Bob thon flew to the wheel, and
Mark to his knight-heads again. Contrary to Mark’s apprehen-
sions, he saw that the ship was leffing up close to the westher
ledge, leaving little danger of her going on to it. As soon as
met by the helin, however, she fell off, and Mark no longer had
any doubt of weathering the northern end of the inner ledge of
this passage, The wind coming in fresher puffs, this was soon
done, when the ship was kept dead away for the crater. There
was the northern end of the reef, which formed the inner basin
of all, to double, when that which remained to do was merely to
range far enough within the reef to get a cover, and to drop the
ancher. In order to do this with success, Mark now com-
menced kauling down tle jib, By the time he had that sail well
in, the ship was off the end of the sunken reef, when Bob put
his helm astarboard and rounded it. Jown came the main-
top-mast stay-sail, and Mark jumped on the forecastle, while he
called out to Bob to lash the helm alee. In an instani, Bob
was at the young man's side, and both waited for the ship to
luff into the wind, and to forge as near as possible to the reef.
This was successfully done also, and Mark let go the stopper
within twenty feet of the wall of the sunkem reef, just as the
ghip began to drive astern. The canvas was rolled up and se-
cured, the cable payed out, until the ship lay just mid-channel
between the island and the sea wall without, and the whole se-
cured. Then Bob took off his tarpauling and gave three cheers,
while Mark walked aft, silently returning thanks to God for the ,
complete success of this important movement.

Important, most truly, was this change. Not only was the
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ship anchored, with her heaviest anchor down, and her best
cable out, in good holding ground, and in a basin where very
little swell ever penetrated, and that entering laterally and dim-
inished in force ; but there she was within a hundred and fifty
feet of the island, at all times accessible by means of tha
dingui, & boat that it would not do to trust in the water at all
outside when it blew in the least fresh. In short, it was scarce- -
ly possible to have a vessel in a safer bertk, so long as her
spars and hull were expesed to the gales of the ocean, or one
that was more convenient to those who used the island. By
getting down her spars and other hamper, the power of the
winds would be much Jessened, though Mark fels little appre-
hension of the winds at that season of the year, so long a3 the
soa could not make a long rake against the vessel. He be-
lieved the ship safe for the present, and felt the hope of still
finding & passage through the reef to leeward, reviving in his
breast. '

Well might Mark and Bob rejoice in the great feat they had
just performed., That night it blew so heavily as to leave
little doubt that the ship mever could have been kept at her
gnchor, outside; and had she strock adrift in the darkness,
nothing could bave saved them from almost immediate destrue-
tien. The rollers came down in tremendous billows, breaking
and roaring on all sides of the island, rendering the sea white
with their foam, even at midnight ; but, on reaching the mas-
sive natural wall that protected the Rancocus, they dashed
themselves into spray against it, wetting the vessel from her
truck down, but doing her no injury. Mark remained on deck
natil past twelve o’clock, when, finding that the gale was slready
breaking, he turned in and alept soundly until morning. As for
Bob, he had taken his watch below early in the evening, and
there he remained undisturbed uuntil the appearance of day,
when he turned out of his own accord.

Mark took another look at the sea, reefs, and islands, from
the main-top-mast cross-trees of the ship, as she lay in her now
berth. Of course, the range of the vision was somewhat al-
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tered by this change of position, and espacially did he sce a
greater distance to the westward, or toward the lee side of the
reefs. Nothing encouraging was made out, however; the
young man rather inclining more to the opinion than he had
ever done before, that the vessel could not be extricated from
the rocks which surrounded her. 'With this conviction strong-
ly renewed, he descended to the deck, to shave in the breakfast
Bob had set about preparing, the moment he quitted kis cat-
tails; for Bob insisted on sleeping in the forecastle, thongh
Mark had pressed him to take one of the cabin state-rooms.
This time the meal, which included some very respectable
ship’s coffec, was taken on the cabin-table; the day being
cloudless, and the sun’s rays possessing a power that made it
unpleasant to ait long anywhere omt of a shade., While the
meal was taken, another conversation was held touching their
sitnation. T

¢ By the manner in which it blew last night,” Mark observed,
T doubt if we should have had this comfortable cabin to eat
in this morning, and these good articles to consume, had we left
the ship outside until morning.”

“I look upon it a8 a good job well done, Mr, Mark,” an-
swered Bob, ¢ I must own I had no great hopes of our ever
getting here, but was willing to try it; for them rollers didn’t
mind half s dozen reefs, but came tambling in over them, in a
way to threaten the old "Cocus with being ground into powder,
For my part, sir, I thank God, from the bottom of my heart,
that we are hers.”

“You have reason fo do so, Bob; and while we may both
regret the misfortune that has befallen us, we had need remem-
ber how much better off we are than our shipmates, poor fel-
lows |—or how much better we are off than many a poor
wmariner who loses his vessel altogether,”

“Yes, ihe saving of the ship is a great thing for ns. We
can hardly call this a shipwreck, Mr. Mark, thoagh we have
been ashore once ; it is more like being docked, than any thing

else 1"
642



82 THE CHATER:

#T have heard, before, of vessels being carried over reefs,
and bars of rivers, into berths they could not quit,” ruswered
Mark, “Bat reflect & moment, Bob, how much better our
condition is, than if we had washed down on this naked recf,
with only such articles to comfort ns, as could be picked up
along shore from the wreck!” -

“I'm glad to hear you talk in this rational way, Mr. Mark;
for it's a sign you do not give up, or take things too deeply
to heart. I was afeard that you might be thinking too much
of Miss Bridget, and make yourself more unhappy than is nee-
essary for a man who has things so comfortable around him.”

“The separation from my wife causes me much pain, Betts,
but I trust in God. It has been in his plessure to place us in
this extraordinary situation, and I hope that something good
will come of it.”

“That's the right sentiments, sir—ounly keep such feelings
uppermost, and we shall do right down well, 'Why, we have
‘water, in plenty, until after the rainy season shall be along,
when we can catch a fresh snpply, Then, there is beef and
pork enough betwixt decks to last you and me five or six years;
and bread and flour in good quantities, to say nothing of lots of
small stores, both forward and aft.”

#The ship is well found, and, as you say, we might live a
long time, years certainly, on the food she contains, There is,
however, one thing to be dreaded, and to provide against which
shall be my first care. We are now fifty days on aalted provi-
sions, and fifty more will give us both the scurvy,”

#The Lord in his mercy protect me from that disease!” ex-
claimed Bob, I had it once, in an old v'y'ge round the
Horn, and have no wish to try it ag'in. But there must be fish
in plenty among these rocks, Mr. Mark, and we have a good
stock of bread. DBy dropping the beef and pork for a few days
at a time, might we not get shut of the danger #*

“Fish will help us, and turtle would be a great resource,
could we meet with any of that. But man requires mixed food,
meats and vegetables, to keep liim healthy ; and nothing is se
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good for the scurvy as the last. The worst of our situation is a
want of soil, to grow any vegetables in. I did not see a0 much
as a rush, or the coarsest’sea-plant, when we were on the island
yesterday. If we had soil, there is need in plenty on board, and
this climate would bring forward vegotation at & rapid rate.”

‘ Ay, ay, sir, and I'll tell you what I've got in the way of
seods, mysell, You may remember the delicious musk and
water-melons we fell in with last v'y’ge, in the east, ™Well, sir,
I saved some of the seed, thinking to give it to my brother,
who is a Jarsey farmer, you know, sir ; and, sailor-like, I forgot it
altogether, when in port. If a fellow could get but a bit of earth
to put them meclon-seeds in, we might be eating our fruit like
gentlemen, two months hence, or three months, at the latest.”

#That is & good thought, Betts, and we will turn it over in
oir minds. If such a thing is to be done at ali, the sooner it
is dome the better, that the melons may be getting ahead while
we are busy with the other matters. This is just the season to
put seed into the ground, and I think we might make soil
enough to sustain a fow hills of melons, If I remember right,
too, there are some of the sweet potatoes left.”

Bob assented, and during the rest of the meal they did noth-
ing but pursue this plan of endeavoring to obtain half a dozen
or a dozen hills of melons.. As Mark felt all the importance of
doing every thing that lay in his power to ward off the scarvy,
and knew that time was not to be lost, he determined that the
very first thing he would now attend to, would be to get all the
sced into as much ground as he could contrive to make, Ac-
cordingly, a6 soon as the breakfast was ended, Mark went to
collect his seads, while Bob set the breakfast things aside, after
properly cleaning them.

There were four shoats on board, which had been kept in the
launch, nntil that boat was put in the water, the night the Ran-
cocus ran upon the rocks, Since that time they had been left
to run about the decks, preducing a good deal of dirt, aund
some confusion. These shoats Bob now caught, and dropped
1to the bay, knowing that their instinct would induce them to
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swim for the nearest land. All this turned out as was expect-
ed, and the pigs were soon seen on the island, snuffing around
on the rocks, and trying to root. ‘A small quantity of tho
exerement of these animals still lay on the deck, where it had
been placed when the launch was cleaned for service, no ono
thinking at such a moment of cleaning the decks, It had
been washed by the sea that came aboard quite across the deck,
but still formed a pile, and most of it was preserved. This
manure Mark was sbout te put in a half-barrel, in order to
catry it ashore, for the purpose of converting it into soil, when
Bob suddenly put an end to what ke was about, by telling him
that he knew where a manure worth two of that was to be
found. Ap explanation was asked and given. Bob, who had
been several voyagea on the western coast of America, told
Mark that the Peruvians and Chilians made great use of the
dung of aquatic birds, as a manure, and which they found on
the rocks that lined their coast. Now, twe or three rocks lay
near the reef, that were covered with this deposit, the birds
still hovering about them, and he proposed to take the dingni,
and go in quest of a little of that fertilizing manure, A very
little, he said, would suffice, the Spaniards esing it in small
quantities, but applying it at different stages in the growth of
the plant, It is scarcely necessary-to say that Beb bad fallen
on a knowledge of the use of the article which is now so exten-
gively known under the name of guano, in the course of his
wanderings, and was enabled to communicate the fact to his
companion, Mark knew that Betts was a man of severe truth,
sad he was so much the more disposed to listen to his sugges-
tion. While our young mate was getting the boat ready,
therefore, Bob collected his tools, provided bimself with a
bucket, passed the half-barrel, into which Mark had thrown the
sweepings of the decks, into the dingui, and descended himself
and took the sculls, The two then proceeded to Bob’s rock,
where, amid the screams of a thousand mea-birds, the honest
fellow filled his bucket with as good guano as was ever fonnd on
the const of Pern,




OR, YOLCOAN'S PEAK. 83

‘While the boat was at the rock, Mark saw that the pigs had
run round to the western end of the island, snuffing at every
thing that came in their way, and trying in vain o root wher-
ever one of them could insert his nose. As a hog is a particu-
larly sagacious animal, Mark kept his eyes on them while Bob
was picking out his guano, in the faint hope that they might
discover fresh water, by means of their instinet. Tn this way
he saw them enter the gateway of the crater, pigs being pretty
certain to run their noses into any such place as that.

On landing, Mark took a part of the tools and the bucket of
guano, while Bob shouldered the remainder, and they went up
to the holef and euntered the crater together, having landed as
near to the gateway as they could get, with that object. To
Mark'a great delight he found that the pigs were now actually
rooting with some success, so far as stiming the surface was
concerned, thongh getting sabsolutely nothing for their pains.
There were spots on ihe plain of the crater, however, where it
was possible, by breaking a sort of crust, to get down into
coarse ashes that were not entirely without some of the essen-
tials of soil. Exposure to the air and water, with mixing ap
with zea-weed and such other waste materials as he could col-
lect, the young man fancied would enable him to obtain a suffi-
ciency of earthy substances to sustsin the growth of planta.
While on the summit of the crater wall, he had seen two or
three places where it had struck him sweet-potatoes and beans
might be made to grew, and he determined to ascend to those
spots, and make his essay there, as being the most removed
from the inroads of the pigs. Could he only sacceed in obtain-
ing two or three hundred melous, he felt that a great deal would
be done in providing the means of checking any disposition to
scurvy that might appesr in Bob or himself. In this thought-
ful manner did one so young look ahead, and make provision
for the future, '
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CHAFTER VL

that dona, partake

Tha season, prime for nweetest scants and alvs;

Then eommuna how that day thay best may ply

Their growing work ; for much thelr work ontgrew
The hands dispateh of twe gard'nolog so wide™ .
MiLTOxN,

Our two marivers had come ashore well provided with the
means of carrying out their plans. The Raococus was far bet-
ter provided with tools suited to the uses of the land, than was
commeon for ships, her voyage contemplating a long stay among
the istands she was to visit. Thus, axes and picks were not
wanting, Captain Crutchely having had an eye to the possible
necessity of fortifying himself against savages. Mark now as-
eended the erater-wall with a pick on hia shoulder, and & part
of a coil of ratlin-stuff around his neck. As he went up he
uscd the pick to make steps, and did so much in that way in
the course of ten minutes, as greatly to facilitate the ascent and
doscent at the particular place ke had selected, Once ou the
summit, he found a part of the rock that overhung its base, and
drapped one end of his line into the crater. To this Beob at-
tached the bucket, which Mark havled up and emptied. In this
menner every thing was transferred to the top of the crater-wall
that wes needed there, when Bob went down to the dingui to
roll wp the half-barrel of sweepings that bad been brought from
the ship.

Mark next looked sbout for the places which had seemed to
him, on his previcus visit, to have most of the character of soil,
He found a plenty of these spots, mostly in detached cavities
of no great extent, wherc the crust had not yet formed; or,
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having once formed, had been disturbed by the action of the
elements. These places he first picked to pieces with his pick;
then he stirred them well np with a hoe, scattering a little gnano
in the heaps, according to the dircctions of Bette. When this
was done, he sent down the bucket and bhauled np the sweep-
ings of the deck, which Bob had ready for him below. Nor
was this all Bob had done, during the honr Mark was at work,
in the sun, on the summit of the crater. He had found a large
deposit of aea-weed, on a rock near the island, and had made
two or three trips with the dingui, back and forth, to transfer
some of it to the crater. After all his toil and trouble, the
worthy fellow did not get more than a hogshead-full of this new
material, but Mark thought it well worth while to haul it up, and
te endeavor to mix it with his compost. This was done by
making it up in bundies, as one would roll up kay, of a size
that the young man could manage.

Bob now joined his friend on the crater-wall, and assisted in
carrying the ses-weed to the places prepared to receive it, when
both of the mariners next set about mixing it up with the other
ingredients of the intended soil. After working for ancther
hour in this manner, they were of opinion that they might
make the experiment of putting in the aced. Melons, of both
sorts, and of the very best quality, were now put inte the
ground, as were also beans, peas, and Indian-corn, or maize,
A few cucumber seeds and some onions were also tried, Cap-
tain Crutchely having brought with him a considerable quantity
of the common garden seeds, as a benefit conferved on the na-
tives of the islands he intended to visit, and, through them, on
future navigators. This care proceeded from his owners, who
were what is called * Friends,” and who somewhat oddly blend-
ed benevolence with the practices of worldly gain,

Mark certainly knew very little of gardening, but Bob could
turn his hand to almost any thing. Several mistakes were
made, notwithstanding, more particularly in the use of the
seed, with which they were not particularly acquainted. Mark’s
Reef lay just within the tropics, it is true {in 21° south lati-
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tude), but the constant sea-breeze rendered its climate much
cooler than would otherwise bave becn the case. Thus the peas,
and beans, and even the onions, did better, perhaps, on the top
of the crater, than they would have done in it; but the ochre,
egp-plants, melons, and two or three other seeds that they used,
would prebably have succeeded better had they been placed in
the warmest spots which could be found. In one respeet Mark
msade a good gardener. He knew that moisture was indispen-
sable to the growth of most plants, and had taken care to put
all his seeds into eavities, where the rain that fell (and he had
no reason fo suppose that the dry season had yet set in) would
not rmm off and be wasted. On this point he manifested a good
.deal of judgment, using his hoe in a way to avoid equally the
danger of having too much or too little water. .

It was dizner-time before Mark and Betts were rendy to quit
the ¢ Summit,” as they now began to term the only height in
their solitary domains, Bob had foreseen the necessity of a
ghade, and had thrown an ¢Id royal into the boat. With this,
and two or three light spars, he contrived to make a sort of
canopy, down in the crater, beneath which he and Mark dined,
and took their siestas. 'While resting on a spare studding-sail
that had also been brought along, the mariners talked over what
they had done, and what it might be best to aundertake next.

Thus far Mark had been working under s species of excite-
ment, that was probably natural cnongh to his situation, but
which wanted the coolness and discretion that are necessary to
render our efforts the most profitable to ourselves, or to others,
Now that -the foverish feeling which set him at work so early
to make.a provision against wsnts which, at the worst, were
mercly preblematical, had subsided, Mark began to ses that
there remained many things to do, which were of even mora
pressing necessity than any thing yet done. Among the first
of these thers was the perfect security of the ship. So loag as
she rode at a single anchor, she could not be considered as
absolutely safe ; for a shift of wind would cause her to ewing
against the ** sea-wall,” as he called the nataral breakwater out-
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tide of her, where, il not absclutely wrecked, she might receive
material damage. DPrudence required, therefore, that the ship
should be moored, as well as anchored. Nevertheless, there
was a good deal of truth in what Mark had said touching the
plants growing while he and Bob were busy at other matters;
and this thought, of itself, formed a sufficient justification for
what he had just done, much as it had been done under present
excitement, As they lay under the shade of the royal, our
mariners discussed these matters, and matured some plans for
the future,

At two o'clock Mark and Bob resumed their work. The
latter suggested the necessity of getting food and water*ashore
for the pigs, as an act that humanity imperionsty demanded of
thern ; not humanity in the sense of feeling for our kind, but
in the sense in which we all onght to feel for animal suffering,
whether endured by man or beast, Mark assented as to the
food, but was of opinion a thunder-shower was about to pass
over the reef. The weather certainly did wear this aspect, and
Bob was content to wait the resalt, in order to save himself
unnecessary trouble. As for the pigs, they were still in the
crater, rooting, as it might be for life or death, though rothing
edible had as yet rewarded them for their toil. Perhapa they
found it pleasant to be thrusting their noses into something that
resembled soil, after so long a confinement to the planks of a
ship. Seeing them at work in this manner, suggested to Mark
to try another experiment, which certainly looked far enough
ahead, as if be had no great hopes of getting off the island for
years to come. Among tho seeds of Captain Cratchely wers
thoss of oranges, lemons, limes, shaddocks, figs, and grapes;
all plants well enough suited to the place, if there were only
soil to nonrish them. Now, one of the hogs had been rooting,
s best he might, just under the wall, on the northern side of
the crater, making a long row of little hillocks of earthy ashes,
at unequal distances, it is true, but well enongh disposed for the
natore of the different fruits, counld they only be got to grow,
Along this irregular row of hillocks did Mark bury his seeds,
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willing to try an experiment which might possibly benefit some
otber human being, if it never did any good to himself. When
this was done, he and Betts left the crater, driving the hops out
before them,

Having made his plantation, Mark felt a natural desire to
preserve it.  He got the “royal, therefore, and sueceeded in
fastening it up as a substitute for a gate, in their natnral gate-
way, Had the pigs met with any success in rooting, it is not
probable this slight obstacle would have prevented their findir.g
their way, again, into the cavity of the crater; but, as it was,
it proved all-sufficiernt, and the sail was permitted to hang be-
fore the hole, urntil a more secare gate was sunspended in its
gtead.

The appearances of the thunder-shower were so much in-
ercased by this time, that our mariners hastened back to the
ship in order to escape a ducking. They had hardly got on
baard before the gust came, & good deat of water falling, though
not in the torrents in whick one sometimes sees it siream down
within the tropies, In an hour, it was all over, the sun coming
out bright and scorching, after the passage of the gust. One
thing occurred, however, which at firat caused both of the sea-
men & good deal of uneasiness, and again showed them the
necessity there was for mooring the ship. The wind shifted
from the ordinary direction of the trades, during the squall, to
a current of aic that was nearly at right angles to the customary
course, This caused the ship to swing, and brought her so near
the sea-wall, that once or twice her side actuslly rubbed against
it. Mark was aware, by his previous sounding, that this wall
rather impended over its base, being a part of an old crater, be-
youd a question, and that there was little danger of the vessel's
hitting the bottom, or taking harm in any otiher way than by
friction agninst the upper part; but this friction might become
too rude, and finally endanger the safety of the vessel.

As goon as the weather became fine, however, the trades re-
tarned, and the ship swung round to her old berth. Bob now
suggestod the expediency of carrying out their heaviest kedge
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ashore, of planting it in the rocks, and of running cut to it twe
or three parts of a hawsor, to which a line of planks might be
lashed, and thus give them the means of entering and quitting
the ship, without having recourse to the dingui. Mark approved
of this plan, and, it requiring & raft to carry ashore the kodge, the
dingui being so light they were afraid to trust it, it was decided
to commence that work in the morning, For the rest of the
present day, nothing further was done, beyond light and necee-
sary jobs, and continuing the cxamination of the island, Mark
was curious o look at the effect of the shower, both in reference
to his plantations, and to the quantity of fresh water that might
have lodged on the reef. It was determined, therefore, to pass
an hour or two ashore before the night shut in again,
Previonsly to quitting the ship, Bob spoke of the poultry.
There were but six beus, a cock, and five ducks, left. They
were all 2s low in flesh and spirita, as it was usaa! to find birde
that have been at son fifty days, and the homest tar proposed
turning them all adrift on the reef, to make their own living in
the best way they could. Now and then a little food might be
put in their way, but let them have a chance for their lives.
Mark assented at once, and the coops were opened. Each fowl
was catried fo the taffrail, and tossed into the air, when it fiew
down upon the reef, a distance of a couple of bundred feet, al-
most a3 & matter of course.  Glad enough wete the poor things
to be thus liberated. To Mark's surprise, no sooner did they
reach the reef, than to work they weat, and commenced picking
up something with the greatest svidity, as if let loose in the
bestsupplied poultry-yard. Confident there was nothirg for
evon a hen to glean on the rocks when he lefi there, the young
man could not account for this, uotil, turning his eyes inboard,
ho saw the ducks doing the same thing on deck. Examiring
the food of these last-mentioned animals, he found there were a
great number of minnte mucilaginous particles on the deck,
which, no doubt, had descended with the Iate rain, and which
all the birds, as well as ths hogs, seemed eager to devour.
Iere, then, was a supply, though a short-lived one, of a manna
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suited to those creatures, which might render them happy for a
few hours, at least. Bob canght the ducks, and tossed them
overbaard, when they floondered about and enjoyed themselves
in a way that comntunicated & certain pleasure even to the deso-
late and shipwrecked men who had set them at liberty, Noth-
ing with life now remained io the ship but the goat, and Murk
thought it best not to turn her ashore until they had greater
facilities for getting the neccssary food to her than the dingui
afforded. As she was not likely to breed, there was no great
use in keeping this animal at all, to say nothing of the means
of feeding her, for any length of time; but Mark was unwilling
to take her life, since Providerice had brought them all 4o that
place in company. Then he thought she might be a pretty ob-
ject leaping about the cliffs of the crater, giving the island a
more lively and inhabited appearance, though he foresaw she
might prove very destructive to his plantations, did his vege-
tables grow. As there was time enough to decide on her final
fate, it was finally settled she should be pnt ashore, and have a
comfortable fortnight, even though condemued to die at the end
of that brief period.

On landing, every hole in the face of the clifi was found filled
with fresh water, Betis was of opinipn that the water-casks
might all be filled with the water which was thus collected, the
fluid having seemingly all flowed into these receptacles, while
little had gone into the ses. This was emcouraging for the
future, at any rate; the want of water, previously to this shower,
appearing to Mark to be a more probable cccutrence than the
want of food. The sea might furnish the last, on an emergency,
while it conld do nothing with the first. Buot the manner in
which the ducks were enjoying themselves, in these fresh pools,
can scarcely be imagined | As Mark stood looking at them, a
doubt first suggested itself to his mind concerning the propriety

i of men's doing any thing that ran counter to their instinets,

. with auy of the creatures of God, Pet-birds in cages, birds
" that were created to fly, had always been disagreeable to him;

nor did he conceive it to be any apswer to say that they were
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born in cages, and had never known liberty. They wero croa-
ted with an instinet for flight, and intense must be their long-
ings to indulge in ihe power which nature had bestowed on
them. In the cage in which he now found himself, though he
could run, walk, leap, swim, or do aught that nature designed
him to do, in the way of mere animal exploits, young Mark
felt how bitéer were the privations he was condemned to suffer.

The rain had certainly done no harm, as yet, to the planting
All the hills were entire, as Mark and Bob had left them, though
well saturated with water, In & few, there might be even too
mach of the element, perhaps, but Mark observed that a tropical
sun would soon remove that objection, His great apprehension
was that he had commenced his gardening too late, and that
the dry weather might -t in too soon for the good of his
vegetables; if any of them, indeed, ever came up at all. Here
was one good soaking secured, af il events ; and, knowing the
power of & tropical sun, Mark was of opinion that the fate of
the great experiment he had tried wonld scon be known. Could
he succeed in producing vegetation amoug the débris of the
erater, he and Bob might find the means of subsistence during
their natural lives ; but, should that resource fail them, all their
hopes would depend on being able to effect their escaps in a
craft of their own construction. In no case, however, but that
of the direst necessity, did Mark contemplate the abandonment
of his plan for getting back to the inhabited world, his country,
and his bride|

That night our mariners had a eounder sleep than they had
yot been blest with since the loss of their shipmates, and the
accident to the vessel itself, The two following days they
passed in secaring the ship, Bob actually made a very respec-
table catamaran, or raft, out of the spare spars, sawing the top-
masts and lower yards in two, for that purpose, and fastening
them together with ingenuity and strength, by means of lash-
inga, But Mark hit upen ap expedient for getting the two
kedgés ashore, that prevented the necessity of having recourse
to the raft on that oceasion, These kedges lay on the poop,
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where they were habitually kept, and two men had no great
difficulty in getting them over the stern, suspended by stoppers.
Now Mark had ascertained that the rock of the Reef rose like
a wall, being voleanic, like all the Fest of the formation, and
that the ship could float almost anywhere alongside of it.
Aided by the rake of the stern of an old-fashioned Philadelphia-
buitt ship, nothing was easier than to veer upon the cable, let
the vessel drop in to the islard, until the kedges actnally hung
over the rocks, and then lower the last down. All this waa
done, and the raft wss reserved for other purposes. Notwith-
standing the facility with which the kedges were got ashore, it
tock Mark and Bob quite half a day to plart them in the rock
preciscly where they were wanted. When this was accom-
plished, however, it was so effectually done as to render the
hold even greater than that of the shoet-anchor. The stocks
were not used at all, but the kedges were laid flat on the rock,
quite near to each other, snd in such a manner that the flukes
were buried in erevices of the lava, giving a most secure hold,
while the shanks came out through unatural grooves, leading
straight toward the ship. Six parts of a hawser were bent to
‘the kedges, three to cach, and these parts were held at equal
distances by pieces of spars ingeniously placed between them,
the whole being kept in its place by regular stretchers, that were
lashed along the hawsers at distances of ten feet, giving all the
parts of the ropes the sama level. Before these stretchers were
secured, the ship was hove ahead by her cable, and the several
parts of the hawser brought to sn equal strain, This left the
vessel gbout a hundred feet from the island, a convenient, and,
if the anchor held, a safe position; though Mark felt little
fear of losing the ship against rocks that were so perpendicular
and smocth, On the stretchers, planks were next Iaid and
lashed, thus making a clear passage between the vessel and the
shore, that might be nsed at all times, without reconrse to the
dingui; besides mooring the ship head and stern, thereby keep-
ing her always in the same place, and the same positien,

The business of sccuring the ship occupied nearly two days,
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and was not got throngh with until about the middle of the
afternoon of the sccond day. It was Saturday, and Mark had
determined to make a good beginning, and keep all their Sab-
baths, in future, as holy times, set apart for the special service
of the Creator. He had been born and educated an Episcopa-
lian, but Bob claimed to be a Quaker, and what was more, he
was a little stiff in some of his notions on the opinion of his
sect, The part of New Jersey in which Betts waa born, had
many persons of his religions persnasion, and he was not only
born, brt, in one sense, educated in their midst; though the
early age at which he went to sea had very much unsettled his
practice, much the most material part of the tenets of these
good persons, When the two knocked off work, Saturday
sfternoon, therefore, it was with an understanding that the next
day was to be one of rest in the sense of Christians, and, from
that time Lenceforth, that the Sabbath was to be kept as s holy
day. Mark had ever been inclined to soberness of thought on
such subjects. Iis early engagement to Bridget had kept him
from falling into the waye of most mariners, and, time and
again, had a future state of being been the subject of discourse
between him and his betrothed.  As the seasons of adversity
are those in which men are the most apt to bethink them of
their duties to God, it is not at all surprising that one of this
disposition, thus situated, felt renewed demands on his gratitude
and repentance.

While Mark, in this frame of mind, went rembling arouna
his narrow domains, Bob got the dingui, and proceeded with
~ his fishing-tackle toward some of the naked rocks, that lifted
their caps above the sarface of the ses, in a north-westerly
direetion from the crater. Of these naked rocks there were
near twenty, all within a mile of the crater, and the largest of
them not containing more than six or eight acres of dry sur-
face. Some were less than a hundred feet in diameter. The
great extent aud irregular formation of thoe recfs all around the
island, kept the water smooth, for sowe distance, on all sides
of it; and it was only when the rollers were sent in by heavy
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gules, that the dingui could not move about, in this its proper
sphere, in safety,

Betts was very fond of fishing, and could pass whole days,
at a time, in that quiet amusement, provided he had a sufficient
supply of tobacco. Indeed, ona of the greatest comsolations
this man possessed, under the present misfortune, was the am-
ple store of this weed which was to be found in the ship
Every man on board the Rancocus, Mark alone excepted, made
use of tobacco ; and, for so long a voyage, the provision laid in
had been very abundant. On this occasion, Bob enjoyed his
two favorite accupations fo satiety, masticating the weed while
he fished.

With Mark it was very different. He was fond of his fowl-
ing-piece, but of little use was that weapon in his present situa-
tion. Of all the birds that frequented the adjacent rocks, not
one was of a sort that would be eaten, nnless in cases of famine,
As he walked over the islaud, that afternoon, his companion
was the goat, which had been driven ashore on the new gang-
way, and was enjoying its liberty almost as much as the ducks,
As the animal frisked about him, accompanying him every-
where in his walks, Mark was reminded of the goats of Crusae,
and his mind naturally adverted to the different sccounts of
shipwrecks of whick he had read, aud to a comparison be-
tween his own condition and those of other matiners who had
been obliged to make their homes, for & time, on otherwise ua-
inhabited islands.

In this comparision, Mark saw that many things made great-
ly against him, on the one hand; while, on the other, there
were many othems for which he had every reason to be pro-
foundly grateful. In the first place, this island was, as yet,
totally without vegetation of every kind. It had neither plant,
shrub, ner tree. In this he suffered a great privation, and it
even remsined to be proved by actual experiment, whether he
was master.of what might be considered the elements of soil.
It occurred to him that eomething like vegetation must have
shown itself, in or about the craber, did its débris contain the
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fertilizing principle, Mark not being sufficiently versed in the
new science of chemical agriculture, to understand that the
admixtures of certain elements might bring to life forces that
then were dormant. Then the reef had no water. This was
& very, very great privation, the most sertous of all, and might
prove to he s terrible calamity. It is true that, just at that
wmoment, there was a shower every day, and sometimes two or
three of them ; but it was then spring, and there could be little
reason to doubt that droughts would come in the hot and dry
season, As a last objection, the reef had no great extent, and
no variety, the eye taking it sll in at & glance, while the erater
was its sole relief againet the dollest monotony, Nor was there
a bit of wood, or fuel of any sort to cook with, after the supply
now in the ship should be exhausted. Such were the leading
disadvantages of tho situation in whick our mariners were
placed, as compared with those into whichk most other ship-
wrecked seamen had been thrown.

The sdvantages, on the other hand, Mark, in huwble grati-
tude to God, admitted to be very great. In the first place, the
ship and all she contained was preserved, giving them a dwell-
ing, clothes, food, and water, as well as fuel, for a long time to
come ; possibly, sided by what might be gleaned on even that
naked reef, sufficient to meet all their wants for the duration
of a hnman life, The eargo of the Rancocus was of no great
extent, and of little value in a civilized country; but Mark
knew that it included many articles that would be of vast ser-
vice where he was, The beads and coarse trinketa with which
it had been intended to trade with the savages, were of no use
whatever, it ia trae; but the ship’s owners wWere pains-taking
snd thoughtfu! Qunakers, as has been already intimated, who
blanded with great shrewdness in the management of their
worldly affairs, a certain regerd to benevolence in general, and
a desire to benefit their species. On this principle they had
caused a portion of their cargo to be made up, sending, in add:-
tion to all the muder and commoner tools, that could be used
by & veople without domestic animals, s small supply of rogs,

843 &
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coarse clothes, coarse earthenware, and a hundred similar
things, that would be very serviceable to any whe kmew how
to use them, Most of the seceds came from these thoughtfui
merchants,

If fresh water were absolutely wanting on the reef, it rained
a good deal; in the rainy season it must rain for a few weeks
almost incessantly, and the numerous cavities in the ancient
lava, formed natural cisterns of great capacity, By taking the
precaution of filling up the water-casks of the ship, periodically,
there was little danger of suffering for the want of this great
requisite. It is true, the sweet, cool, grateful dranght, that
was t0 be got from the gushing spring, must be forgotten ; but
rain water collected in clean rock, and preserved in well-
sweetened casks, was very tolerable drinking for seamen. Cap-
tain Crutchely, moreover, had a filterer for the cabin, and
through it all the water used there was habitually passed.

In striking the balance between the advantages and disadvan- .
tages of his own situation, as compared with that of other ship-
wrecked mariners, Mark confessed that he had quite as much
reason to be grateful as to repine. The last he was resclved
not to do, if possible ; and he pursned his walk in a more ealm
and resipned mood than he had been in since the ship entered
among the shoals.

Mark, naturally enougl, cast his eyes around him, and asked
himself the question what was to be done with the domestic
animals they had now all landed. The hogs might, or might
not be of the greatest importance to them, as their residence
on the island was or was not protracted, and as they found the
means of feeding them. There was still food enough in the
abip to keep these creatures for some months, and food that
had been especially laid in for that purpose; but that food
would serve equally well for the fowls, aud our young man was
of opinion, that eggs would be of more importance to himself
and Betts, than hog's flesh. Then there was the goat; she
would soon cease to be of any use at all, and green food was
bot to bo had for her. A little hay, however, remained ; and
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Mark was fally determined that Kitty, as the playful little thing
was called, shonld live at least as long as that lasted. She was
fortunate in being content with a nourishment that no othet
animal wanted. '

Mark could see absolately nothing on the rocks for a bird to
ilve on, yot were the fowls coustantly picking up something.
They probably found insects that escaped his sight; while it
was certain that the ducks were tevelling in the pools of freah
water, of which there might, at that moment, bave been a han-
dred on the reef. As all these creaturea were, as yet, regularly
fed from the supplies in the ship, each seemed to be filled with
the joy of existence ; and Mark, as he walked among them, felt
how profound ought to be his own gratitude, since he was stils
in a state of being which admitted of & consciousuess of happi-
ness 80 much beyond any thing that was known to the inferior
animals of creation. He had his mind, with all its stores gath-
ered from study and observation, his Jove for God, and his hopes
of 1 blessed future, ever at command. Even his love for Bridget
had its sweets, as well as ita sorrows, It was grateful to think
of her tenderness to himself, her beauty, her constancy, of which
he would not for 2 moment doubt, and of all the innocent and
delightful converse they had had during a courtship that ccen
pied so much of their brief lives,

Just as the sun was setting, Bob returned from his fishing
excursion. To Mark’s surprise, he saw that the dingni floated
almost with her gunwale-to, and he hastened down to meet his
friend, who came ashore in a little bay, quite near the gateway,
and in which the rock did not rise as much like a wall as it did
on most of the exterior of the reef, Bob had caught about a
dozen fish, some of which were of ecunsiderable size, though alt
were either of species or varieties that were unknown to them
both. Belecting two of the most promising-looking for their
own use, he threw the others on the rocks, where the pigs and
poultry might give them s trial. Nor was it long before these
creatures were hard at work on them, disregarding the scales
and fins. At first the hens were a little delicate, probably from
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baving found animal food enongh for their present wants in the
insects; but, long before the game was demolished, they had
come in for their full share. This experiment satisfied the mari-
pers that there would be po difficulty in furnishing plenty of
food for all their stock, and for sny length of time, Kiity ex-
cepted. It is true, the pork and the pouliry would be some-
what fishy ; but that would be & novelly, and, should it prove
disagreeable on tasting it, a little clean feedinyg, at the proper
moment, would correct the flavor.

But the prineipal cargo of the dingui was not the dozen fish
mentioned. Bob had nearly filled the beat with a sort of vege-
table loam, that he had found lodged in the cavity of one of the
largest rocks, and which, from the signs around the place, he
supposed to have beeu formed by deposits of sea-weed. By
an accident of vature, this cavity in the rock received a current,
which carried large quantities of floating weed into i, while
every storm, probubly, had added to its stores since the mass
had risen above the common level of the ses, by throwing fresh
materials on to the pile, by means of the waves, nothing quit-
ting it. Bob reported that there were no signs of vegetation
around the rock, which circumstance, however, was easily
enough accounted for, by the salt water that waa incesantly
moistening the surface, aud which, while it took with it the
principle of future, was certain to destroy all present vegetable
life; or all but that which belongs exclusively to aquatic plania

“How much of thia muck do you suppoee is to be found on
your yock, Bob " asked Mark, after he had ezamined the din-
gui’s cargo, by sight, taste, and smell, **It is surprisingly like
& rich earth, if it be not actually so.”

“Lord bless you, Mr. Mark, thera is enough on’'t to 6ll the
old "Cocus, ag’in and ag'in. How deep it is, I don't pretend to
know; but it’s a good hundred paces across it, and the spot is
as round as that there chimbly, that you call a er'atare.”

“If that be the case, we will try our hands at it next week,
and eeo what can be done with an importation. I do not give
up the blessed hope of the boat, Bob—that you will always
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bear in mind—but it is best to keep an eye on the means of
living, should it please God to prevent our geiting to sea
again.!!

“To sea, Mr. Mark, neither you nor I, nor any mortal man
will ever get in the old *Cocus ag’in, as I know by the looks of
things outside of us, 'T'will never do to plant in my patch,
however, for the salt water muost wash it -whenever it blows;
though a very little work, too, might keep it out, whea I come
to think on if. Sparrowgrass would grow there, as it is, des-
perately well ; and Friend Abraham White bad both seeds and
roots put up for the mee of the savages, if a body only know’d
whereabouts to look for them, among the lot of rubbish of that
sort, that he sent aboard,”

# All the seeds and roots are in two or three bozxes, in the
steerage,” answered Mark. ¢ I'll just etep up to the crater
and bring a shovel, to throw this loam out of the boat with,
while you car clean the fish and cook the snpper. A little
fresh food, after so much salt, will be both pleasant and good
for us.”

Bob assented, sud each went his way. Mark threw the
loam into a wheelbarrow, of which Friend Abraham had put no
less than three in the ship, an presents to the savages, and he
wheeled it, at two or three loads, into the crater, where he
threw it down in a pile, intending to make a compost of all the
materials of the sort he could lay his hards on.

As for Bob, he cleaned both fish, taking them on board the
ship to do so. He put the largest and cosrsest into the cop-
pers, after entiing it up, mixing it with onions, pork, and ship'a
bread, intending to start a fire beneath it early in the morning,
and cook s sort of chowder. The other ke fried, Mark and he
making a most grateful meal on it, that evening,
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CHAPTER VIL

* Ba thon at penee!—Th' all-sealng eye,
Pervading esrth, and alr, and sky, -
The searchiog glance whish none may fles,
Ia still, in mercy, tora'd on thea*
Mms, Huesaws,

- Tar Sabbath over dawns on the piously-inclined, with hope
and a devout gratitude to the Creator for all his mercies, This
is more apt to be the case in genial seasons, and rural abodes,
perhaps, than amidst the haunds of men, and when the thoughts
are diverted from the proper chaunels by the presence of per-
sons around us, Still greater i the influence of absolute soli-
tude, and that increased by the knowledge of a direct and visi-

: ble dependence on the providence of God, for the means of
even prolonging existence. In the world, men lose sight of this
dependence, fancying themseives and their powers of mors ac-

. count than the truth would warraat, and even foré;et.ting whence

these very boasted powers are derived; but mar, when alone,
and in eritical circumstances, is made to feel that he is not suffi-
cient for his own wants, and turns with humility and hope to

~the divine hand that uphelds him.

‘With feelings of this character, did Mark and Betta keep their
first Sabbath on the reef The former read the morning service,
from beginning to end, while the latter sat by, an attentive
listener., The only proof given of auy difference in religious
faith between our mariners, was of so singular a nature as to
merit notice. Notwithstanding Bob's early familiarity with
Mark, his greater age, and the sort of community of feeling and
interest created by their common misfortune, the former had
not ceased to treat the last with tlie respect due to nis office.
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This deference never deserted him, and he had not onee since
the ship was embayed, entered the cabin without pulling off his
hat. As socn as church commenced, however, Bob resumed
lis terpauling, as a sort of sign of his own orthodoxy in the
faith of his fathers ; making it a point to do as they bad done in
weeting, and slightly concerned lest his companion might fall
into the error of supposing he was 8 man likelv to be convert-
ed, Mark also observed that, in the course ot that Sabbath,
Bob used the prononua ¢ thee” and *thor™ on two or three oe-
casions, sounding oddly enoagh in the mouth of the old salt.
Well did both our mariners prove the efficacy of the divine
provision of a day of rest, in a spiritual sense, on the oecasion
of this, thetr first Sabbath on the reef. Mark felt far more re-
signed to his fate than he could have believed possible, while
Betts declared that he should be absolutely happy, had he only
a better boat than the dingui; not that the dingui was atall s
bad craft of its kind, but it wanted size. After the religious ser-
vices, for which both our mariners had shaved and dressed,
thoy took a walk together, on the reef, conversing of their
situstion and future proceedings. Bob then told Mark, for the
first time, that, in his opinion, there was the frame and the
other materials of a pinnace, or a large boat, somewhere in the
hold, which it was intended to put together, when the ship
reached the islands, as a convenience for cruising about among
them to trade with the ssvages, and to transport sandal-wood.
The mate had never heard of this bost, but acknowledged that
& part of the hold had been stowed while he was up at Bristol,
and it might have been taken in then. Bob confessed that he
had never seen it, though he had worked in the stevedore’s
gang; but was eonfident he had heard Friend Abraham White
and Captain Crutchely talking of its dimensions and uses.
According to his recollection it was to be a boat considerably
lurger than the launch, and to be fitted with masts end sails,
and to have a half-deck. Mark listened to all this patiently,
though he firmly belioved that the honest feliow was deceiving
himself the whole time, Such s craft conld ecarcely be in the ship,
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and he not hear of it, if he did not actuslly see it; though he
thought it possible that the captain and owners may have had
some such plan in contemplation, and conversed together on if,
in Betts’ presence. As there were plenty of tools on board,
however, by usiog stuff of one sort or another, that was to lLe
found iu the ship, Mark had strong hopes of their being able,
between them, to construet, in the coume of time—though he
believed a long time might be necessary—s craft of some sort,
that should be of sufficient stability to withstand the billows of
that ordinarily mild ses, and enable them to return to their
homes and friends. In conversing of thinga of this sort, in
religious observances, and in speculating on the probable fate
of their shipmates, did our mariners pass this holy day. Bob
was sensibly impressed with the pause in their ordinary pur-
suits, and lent himself to the proper feelings of the occasion
with a zeal and simplicity that gave Mark preat satisfaction;
for, bitherto, while aware that his fijend was as honest & fellow
as ever lived, in the common acceptation of such a phrase, he
had not supposed him in the lesst susceptible of religions im-
pressions.  But the world had suddenly lost its hold on Betts,
the barrier offered by the vast waters of the Pacific being al-
! most as impassable, in his actual circumstances, as that of the
grave; and the human heart turns to God in its direst distress
as to the only being who can administer relief. It is when men
are prosperous that they vainly imagine they are eufficient for
their own wants, and are most apt to neglect the hand that alone
can: give durable support,

The following morning our mariners resumed their more
worldly duties with renewed powers, While the - kettle was
boiling for their tea, they rolled ashore a couple of empty water-
casks, and filled them with fresh water at one of the largest
natural reservoirs on the reef; it having rained hard in the
pight. After breakfast, Mark walked round to examine his
pilea of loam, in the cruter, while Bob pulled away in the din-
gui, to catch a few fish, and to get a new cargo of the earth;
it being the intention of Mark to join him at the next trip, with
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the raft, which required some little arranging, however, pre-
viously to its being used for such & purpose. The rain of the
past night had thoronghly washed the pile of earth, and, on
tasting it, Mark was convinced that much of the salt it con-
tained had been carried off. This emcouraged him to perse
vere in his gardening projects. As yet, the apring had only
Jjust commenced, and he was iz hopes of being able to prapars
one bed, at least, in time to obtain useful vegetables from it

The Rancocus had 2 great many planke and boards in her
hold, a part of the ample provision made by her owners for the
peculiar voyage on which she had been sent. Of real cargo,
indeed, she had very little, the commerce between the civilized
msn and the savage, being, ordinarily, on those great principles
of free trade, of which so much is said of late years, while so
little is understood, and which usually give the lion’s share of
the profit to them who need it least, ~With some of these
planks Mark made a staging for his raft. By the time he was
ready, Bob returned with s load of loam, and on the next out
ward voyage the raft was taken as well as the divgui., Mark
had fitted pios and grummets, by which the raft was rowed, he
and Bob impelling it, when light, very easily at the rats of two
miles in the hour.

Mark found Betts’ deposit of decayed vegetable matter even
Iarger and more accessible than he had hoped for. A hundred
loads might be got without ever using a wheelbarrow ; and, to
all appesrances, there was enough of it to give a heavy dressing
to many scres, possibly to the whole area of the crater, The
first thing the young man did was to choose a snitabie place,
dig it well up, mixing & sufficiency of guano with it, agreeably
to Betts’ directions, and then to put in some of his asparagus
roots. After this he scattered a quantity of the seed, raking
the ground well after sowing, By the time this was done, Bob
had both dingui and raft loaded, when they pulled the last back
to the reef, towing the beat. In this manner our two mariners
continned to work most of the time, for the next fortnight, mak-
ing, daily, more or less trips 1o the * Loam Rock,” as they called
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the place where this precious depoeit had been mude; though
they neglected none of their other necessary duties, As the
distance was short, they could comé and go many times in a
day, traosporting, st each trip, about as much of the loam as
wotld make an ordinary Armerican cart-load of manare, In the
whole, by Mark's computation, they got across sbout filty of
these carpoes, in the course of their twelve dayy’ work. The
entire day, however, was on no occasion given up wholly to
this pursuit. On the contrary, many little odd tasks were com-
pleted, which were set by their pecessities, or by forethought’
end prudence. All the empty water-casks, for one thing, were
rolled ashore, acd filled at the largest pool; the frequency of
the rains admonishing them of the wisdom of making a provis-
ion for the dry season. The Rancocus had a good deal of wa-
ter still left in her, sowe of it being excellent Delawsre river

. water, thongh she had filled up at Valparaiso, after passing the
Horn, Mark counted the fuli casks, and allowing ten gallons a
day for Bob and himself, 8 good deal more than could be want-
ed, there remained in the ship fresh water enough to last them
two years. [t is true, it was not sach water as the palate often
eraved of & warm day; but they were accustomed to it, and it
was sweet, By keeping it altogether between decks, the sun
had no power on it, and it was ever more palatable than might
have been suppesed. Mark oceasionally longed for ome good
drink at some gushing spring that he remembered at home, it is
true; and Bob was a little in the habit of extolling a particular
well that, it would seem, his family were reputed to have used
for several gencrations., Notwithstanding these little natural
backslidings on this aubject, our mariners might be thonght well
off on the score of water, having it in great sbundance, and
with no reasonable fear of ever losing it altogether. The casks
taken ashore were filled for their preservation, as well as for con-
venience, an old sail being spread over them after they were
rolled together and chocked. As yet, no water was given to
any of the stock, all the arimals finding it in abundance in the
cavities of the lava.
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Scme of the time, moreover, Betts passed in fithing, supply
iug not only Mark and himself, but the pigs and the poultry,
with as much food as was desired, Beveral of the fish canght
turned out to be delicicus, while others were of a quality that
caused them to be thrown into the compost heap. A cargo of
guano waa also imported, the rich manare being mixed up in
liberal quantities with the leam. At the end of the first weck
of these voyages to Loam Rock, Betts went out to fish in a
pew direction, passing to windward of the “sez-wall,’”” as they
called the reef that protected the ship, and pulling toward a bit
of naked rock a short distance beyond it, where he fancied he
might find & particular sort of little fish, that greatly resembled
the Norfolk hog-fish, one of the most delicious little creatures
for the pan that is fo be found in all the finny tribe, He had
been gone s conple of hours, when Mark, who was at work
within the crater, picking up the encrusted ashes that forwed its
surface, heard Bob's shout ouiside, as if he wished assistance.
Throwing down the pick, our young man ran out, and was not
a little surprised to sce the sort of cargo with which Ieb was
returning to port.

It would seem that a great collection of sea-weed had formned
to windward of the roeck where Bob had gone to fish, at which
spot it ordinarily gathered in a pile, unti]l the heap becane
too large to lodge any longer, when, owing to the form of the
rock, it invariably proke adrift, and passed to the southward
of the reef, floating to leeward, to fetch up on some other
rock, or island, in that direction, Bob had managed to get
this raft round a particular point in tho reef, when the wind
and current carried it, as near as might be, directly toward the
crater, He was calling to Mark to come to his assistance, to
help get the raft into a sort of bay ahead of him, where it

- might be lodged ; else would there be the danger of its drifting
past the reef, after all his pains, Qur young man saw, at once,
what was wanted, got a line, succeeded in throwing it to Bob,
and, by hauling upon it, brought the whole mass ashora in the
very spot Betts wished to see it landed.
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This sea-weed proved to be a great acquisition on more ace
counts than ove. There was as much of it in gquantity as wonld
have made two good-sized loads of hay., Then, meny small
shell-fish were found awmong it, which the piga and poultry ate
with avidity. It also contained seeds, that the fowls picked up
as readily as if it had been comn. The hogs, moreover, masticated
a good deal of the weed, and poor Kitty, the culy one of the
domestic animals on the reef that was not liviog to its heart’s
conteat, nibbled at it, with a species of half-denbting fzith in
its salubrity., Although it was getting to be late in the after-
noon, Mark and Bob got two of Friend Abrabam White'a pitch-
forks (for the worthy Quaker bad sent these, among other im-
plements of husbandry, ss a peace-offering to the Feejee sav-
ages), and went to work with a hearty good will, landed all this
weed, loaded it up, and wheeled it into the crater, leaving just
enough outside to estisfy the pigs aud the poultry. This task
concluded the first weck of the labor already mentioned.

At the termination of the second week, Mark and Betts held
a council on the subject of their future proceedings. At this
consultation it was decided that it would be better to finish tho
picking up of a eonsiderable plot of ground, one of at least half
an acre in extent, that was already commenced, within the
crater, scatter their compost over it, and spade all up together,
aud plant, mixing in as much of the sea weed as they could
gonveniently spade under. Notwithstanding their success in
finding the luam, apd this last discovery of a means of getting
sea-weed in large supplies to the reef, Mark was not very san-
guine of auecess in his gardening. The loam appeared to him
te be cold and sour, as well as salt, though a good deal freshen-
ed by the rain sinee it was pat jn the crater; and he knew
nothing of the effects of guano, except through the somewhat
confused accounts of Bob. Then the plain of the crater offered
nothing besides a few coarse and shelly ashes. These ashen were
Jeep enough for any sgriculiural purpose, it is true, for Marck
could work a crowbar down into them its entire length; but
they appeured to him to be totally wanting in the feetilizing
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principle.  Nor could he account for the absence of every thing
like vegetation, on or about the reef, if the elements of plants
of any sort were to be found in the substances of which it was
composed. He had read, however, that the territory around ac-
tive volcanoes, and which was far enough removed from the
vent to escape from the destruction caused by lava, scorie, and |
heat, was usually highly fertile, in consequence of the ashes and !
impalpable dust that was scattered in the air; but, seeing no :
proofs of any such fertility here, he supposed that the adjacent
gea had swallowed up whatever there might have been of these
bountiful gifts. With these impressions, it is not surprising
that Mark was disposed to satisfy himself with a moderate be-
ginning, in preference to throwing away time and labor in
endeavoring to produce resources which, sfler all, would fail
them.

Mark's plan, as Jaid before his companion, on the oceasion
of the council mentioned, was briefly thia: he proposed to
pass the mext month in preparing the half acre they had com-
menced upon, and in getting in seed; after which they could
do no more than trust their husbandry to Providence and the
peasone. As soon a3 done with the tillage, it was his idea that
they ought to overhanl the ship thoroughly, ascertain what waa
actually in her, and, if the materiala of the boat mentioned by
Betts were really to be found, to set that craft up as soon as
possible, and to get it into the water. Should they not find the
frame and planks of the pinnace, as Betta seemed to think they
would, they must go to work and get out the best frame they
could themselves, and constrnct such a craft as their own skill
could contrive. After . building such a boat, it was. Mark's
opinion that he and Bob could navigate her across that tran-
quil ocean, until they reached the coast of South America, or
some of the islands that were known to be friendly to the
white man; for, fifty years ago, it will be remembered, we did
not possess the same knowledge of the Pacific that we possesa
to-day, and mariners did not trust themselves always with con-
fidence among the natives of ita islands, "'With this plan pretty
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well sketched out, then, our marivers saw the first month of
their captivity among the unknown reefs of this remote quarter
of the world, draw to its close,

Mark was a Little surprised by a proposal that he received
from Bob, next morning, which was the Sabbath, of course,
“ Friends have monthly meetings,” Betts observed, * and he
thought they ought to set np some such day on the reef. He
was willing to keep Christmas, if Mark saw fit, but rather
wished to pay proper respect to all the festivals and observances
of Friends.” Mark was secretly amused with this proposition,
even while it pleased him. The meonthly mesting of the
Quakers was for the secular part of church busivess, as much as
for the purposes of religious worship ; and Bob having all those
concervs in his own hands, it was not so easy to see how a
stated day was to aid him sny in earrying out his church gov-
ernment, DBut Mark understood the feeling which dictated
this request, and was disposcd to deal gently by it. Detts was
becoming daily more and more conseious of his dependence on
a Divine Providence, in the gituation in which he was thrown |
and his mind, as well as his feelings, naturally enough reverted
to early impressions and habits, in their search for present re-
lief. Bob had not the clearest notions of either the theory or
practice of his sect, but he remembered much of the last, and
believed he should be acting right by conforming as closely as
possible to the *“usages of Friends.” 'Mark promised to take
the matter into consideration, and to come to some decistion on
it, st an early day.

The following Monday it Tained nearly the whole morning,
confiring our mariners to the ship. They took that occasion
to overhaul the ’twixt-deck” more thoronghly than had yet
been done, and particularly to give the seed-boxes a closs ex-
amination, Mach of the lumber, and most of the icols, too,
were stowed on this deck, and something like a survey was
also made of them. The frame and other materials of the pin-
nace were Jooked for, in addition, but without any success. If
in the ship at all, they were certainly not betwixt decks, Mark
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was still of opinion no such articles would ever be found ; but
Betts insisted on the conversation he had overheard, and on his
baving rightly understood it.  The provision of tools was very
ample, aud, in some respects, a little exaggerated, in the way of
Friend White's expectations of civilizing the people of Feejee.
It may be well, here, to eay a word concerning the reason that
the Rancocus contained so many of these tributes to civiliza-
tion. The voyage of the ship, it will bs remembered, was in
quest of sandal-wood. This sandal-wood was to be carried to
Canton -and 20ld, and a cargo of teas taken in with the avails,
Now, sandal-wood was supposed to be used for the purposes
of idolatry, being said to be burned before the gods of that
heathenish people. Idolatry being one of the chiefest of all
ging, Friend Abrabam White had many compunctions and mis-
givings of conscience touching the propriety of embarking in
the trade at all. Tt was trae, that ouf. knowledge of the Chi-
nese customs did not extend far onough to render it certain that
the wood was used for the purpose of burning before idols,
some pretending it was made into omnamental furniture; but
Friend Abraham White had heard the first, and waa disposed
to provide a set-off, in the event of the report’s being true, by
endeavoriog to do something toward the civilization of the
heathen, Had he been a Presbyterian merchant, of a religions
turn, it is probable a quantity of tracts would have been made
10 spswer the purposs; but, belongiag to a sect whose prac-
tice was generally as perfect as its theory is imperfect, Friend
Abraham White's conscience was not to be satisfied with any
such shaliow conirivance. It is true that he expected to make
many thousands of dollars by the voyage, and doubtless would
a0 have done, had not the accident hefallen the ship, or had
poor Captain Crutchely drank less in honor of his wedding-
day; but the investment im tools, sceds, pigs, wheelbarrows,
snd other matters, honestly intended to better the condition of
the natives of Vanua Levu and Vitl Leva, did not amount to a
single cent less than one thousand dollars, lawfil ‘money of the
republic.
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In Jooking aver the packages, Mark found white clover seed,
and Timothy seed, among other things, in sufficient quantity to
cover most of the mounnt of the crater. The weather tempo-
rarily clearisg off, he called to Bob, and they went ashove
together, Mark carrying some of the grass seed in & pail, while
Betta followed with & vessel to hold guane. Providing a quan-
tity of the last from s barvel that had been previonsly filled
with it, and covered to protect it from the rain, they clambered
up the eide of the crater. This was the first time either had
ascended sinee the day they finished planting there, and Mark
approachoed his hills with & good deal of freshly-revived interest
in their fate. From them he expected very little, having had
no loam to mix with the ashes; but, by dwelling so much of
late on the subject of tillage, he was not without faint hopes of
meeting with some little reward for the pains he had tsken
The reader will judge of the rapture, then, as well as of the sar-
prise, with which he first saw a hill of melons, already in the
fourth leaf. Here, then, was the great problem successfully
solved. Vegetation had actuslly commenced on that hitherto
barren mount, and the spot which had lsin—how long, Mark
Lnew not, but probably for a thonsand years, if not for thou-
sands of years, in its nakedness-—was abaut to be covered with
verdure, and blest with froitfulness, The inert principles which,
brought to act together, had produced this sudden change from
barrenness to fertility, had probably been nesr neighbors to
each other all that time, but had failed of bringing forth their
fruits, for the want of absolute contact. So Mark reasoned, for
he nothing doubted that it was Betts’ guano that had stimnlated
the otherwise barren deposit of the voleano, and caused his
seod to germinate. The tillage may have aided, as well as the
admission of air, light, and water; but socmething more than
this, our young gardencr fancied, was wanting to success. That
something the manure of birds, meliorated and altered by time,
had eupplied, and lo! the glorious results were before his eyes.

It would not be easy to portray to the reader all the delight
which these specks of incipient verdure conveyed to the min~
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of Mark Woolston. It far exceeded the joy that would be apt
to be awakened by a relief from au spprehension of wanting
food at a distant day, for it resembled something of the charac.
tor of 8 pew creation. He went from hill to hill, and every-
where did he discover plants, some just peeping through the
ashes, others already in leaf, and all seemingly growing and
thriving. Fortunately, Kitty had not been on the moun$ for
the laat fortnight, her acquired habits, snd the total nakedness
of the hills, having kept her below with the other animals,
since her first visita, Mark saw the necessity of keeping her off
the elevation, which ghe would certainly climb the imstant any
thing like verdure caught her eyes from below. He determined,
therefore, to confine her to the ship, mntil he had taken the
precautions Decessary to prevent her sscending the mount.
This last was easily enough done. On the exterior of the hilla
there were but three places where even a goat could get up,
This was owing to the circumstance that the base of the sscent
rose like a wall, for some ten or twelve feet, everywhere but at
the three points mentioned. It appeared to Mark as if the soa
had formerly washed arcund the crater, givieg this form to its
bottom, for so wall-like was the rock for these ten or twelve
fect, that it would have defied the efforts of a man for a long
time, to overcome the difficulties of the ascent. At two of the
places where the débris had made a rough footing, half an hour's
work would remove the materisl, and leave these spots as im-
passable as the others. At the third point, it might require a
good deal of labor to effect the object. At this Iast place,
Mark told Betis it would be necessary, for the moment, t¢ make
same sort of a fence, Within the crater, it was equally diffi.
cult to ascend, except at one or two places; but these ascenta
our mariners thought of improving, by making steps, as the
animals were effectually excluded from the plain within by
means of the sai. which served for a curtain at the gateway, or
hole of entrance,

. As scon as Mark had recovered a little from his first surprise,
ue sent Bob below to bring up some buckets filled with the

f44
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earth brought from Loam Rock, or Island. This soll was laid
carefully around each of the plants, the two working alternately
at the task, until a bucketfull had been laid in each hill Mark
did not know it at the time, but subsequent experience gave
him reason to suspeet, that this forethonght. saved most of his
favorites from premsture deaths. Seed might germinate, and
the plants shoot luxuriantly from out of the ashes of the volcano,
under the united inflnence of the sun and rains, in that low
latitude ; but it was questionable whether the nourishment to
be derived from such a soil, if soil it could yet be calied, would
prove to be sufficient to sustain the plants when they got to be
of an age and size to demand all the support they wanted. 8o
convinced did Mark become, as the season advanced, of the
prudence of what he then did out of s mere impulse, that bhe
passed hours, subsequently, in raising loam to the summit of
the monnt, in order {o place it in the different hills. For this
purpose, Bob rigged a litile derrick, and fitted a whip, so that
the buckets were whipped up, sailor-fashion, after two or three
experiments made in luggiog them up by hand had suggested
to the honest feilow that there might be a cheaper mode of
obtzining their wishes,

When Mark was temporarily satisfied with gazing at his new-
found treasures, he went to work to scatter the grass seed over
the summit and sides of the crater. Inside, there was not much
motive for sowing auoy thing, the rock being so nearly perpen-
dicular; but ot the outside of the hill, or “mountain,’ as Bob
invariably called it, the firat ten or twelve feet excepted, there
conld be no obstacle to the seeds taking; though from the
want of ‘soil, much of it, Mark keew, must be lost; but, if it
only took in spots, and gave him a few green patches for the
eye to rest on, he felt he should he amply rewarded for his
tronble. Bob scattered guano wherever he scattered grass-seed,
and in this way they walked entirely round the crater, Mark
nsing up at least half of Friend Abraham White’s provision in
behalf of the savages of Feejee, in the way of the grasses. A
genial, soft rain scon came to moisten this seed, and to embed
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it with whatever there was of soil on the surface, giving it every
chance to take root that circumstances would aliow.

This preliminary step tsken toward covering the face of the
mount with verdure, our mariners went to work to lay out their
garden, regalarly, within the crater. Mark manifested a good
deal of ingenuity in this matter. With occasional exeeptions,
the surface of the plain, or the bottom of the crater, was an
oven crust of no great thickness, composed of concrete ashes,
scoris, etc., but which might have borne the weight of a loaded
wagon, This crust once broken, which it was not very difficult
to do by means of picks and crows, the materiala beneath were
found loose enouph for the purposes of agricalture, almost with-
out using the spade, Now, space being sbundant, Mark drew
lines, in fancifiul and winding paths, lesving the crost for his
walks, aud only breaking into the loose materiala beneath,
wherever he wished to form s bed. This variety served to
amuse him and Betts, and they worked with so much the
greater zeal, as their labors produced objecta that were agreeabla
to the eye, and which amused them now, while they promised
to benefit them hereafter. As each bed, whether oval, wind-
ing, or etraight, was dug, the loam and sea-weed was mixed up
in it, in great abundance, after which it was sown, or planted.

Mark was fully aware that many of Friend Abraham White's
seeds, if they grew and brought their fruits to maturity, would
necessarily change their properties in that climate; some for
the worse, and others for the better, From the Irish potato,
the cabbage, and most of the more northern vegetables, ho did
not expect much, under any circamstances; but he thought he
would try afl, and having several regularly assorted boxzes of
garden seeds, just as they had been purchased out of the shopy
of Philadelphia, his garden acarce wanted any plant thal was
then known to the kitchens of America.

Our mariners were quite & fortoight preparing, manuring,
and sowing their perterre, which, when complete, occupiod
fully half an acre in the very centre of the crater, Mark intend-
ing it for the nucleus of future similar works, that might convert
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the whole hundred actes into a garden. By the time the work
was done, the rains were less frequent, though it still came in
showers, and those that were still more favorable to vegetation.
Tu that fortnight the plants on the mouut had made great ad-
vances, showing the eruberance and growth of a tropical cli-
mate. It sometimes, nay it often happens, that when the sna
is the most genial for vegefation, moisture is wanting to aid ita
power, and, in some respects, to counteract ita influence, These
long and periodical droughts, however, are not so mach owing
to heat as to other and local causes, Mark now began to hope,
aa the spring advanced, that his little territory was to be exempt,
in a great measyre, from the curse of droughts—the trades, and
pome other canses that to him were unknown, bringing clonds
so often that not omly shed their rain upoun his parden, bat
which served iu a great measare to mitigate & heat that, without
shade of some sort or other, would be really intolerable,

With & view to the approaching summer, our mariners
turned their attention to the comstructing of a tent within the
crater. They got some old sails and some spars ashore, and
soou had & spacious, as well as a comiortable habitation of this
sort evected. Not only did they spread a spaciouns tent for
themselves, within the crater, but they erected another, or a
sort of a canopy, rather, on its outside, for the use of the ani-
mals, which took refuge beneath it, during the heats of the day,
with an avidity that proved how welcome it was. This outside
shed, or canopy, required s good deal of care in its constrnction,
to resist the wind, while that ivside scarce ever felt the breeze.
This want of wind, or of air in motion, indeed, formed the most
serious objection to the crater, as & place of residence, in the
hot months; and the want of brecze that was suffered in the
tent, set Mark to work to devise expedients for butlding some
gort of tent, or habitation, on the mount itself, where it would
be always cool, provided one could get a protection from the
fierce rays of the sun,

After & good deal of search, Mark selected a spot on the
*Bumit,” as ho began to term the place, and pitched his tent
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on it. Holes were made in the soft rocks, and piecea of spars
were inserted, to answer for posts. 'With a commencement as
solid as this, it was not difficult to make the walls of the tent
{or marquee would be the better word, since both habitations
Lad nearly upright sides), by means of an old fore-course. In
order to get the canvas up there, however, it was found neces-
pary to cut out the pieces below, when, by means of the pur-
chase at the derrick, it was all hoisted to the Summit.

These severnl arrangements occapied Mark and Bob acother
fortnight, completing the first quarter of a year they bad passed
on the reef. DBy this time they had got accustomed to their
situstion, and had fullen into regular courses of duty, theugh
the increasing heats admonished both of the prudence of not ex-
posing themselves tco much beneath the fiery sun at noon-day.
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CHAPIER VIIL

= Now, from the foll-grown day & beamy showep
Gleama on the lake, and gilds each glosay Sower,
oy insects sparkle In the genial hlaza,
Varlous a8 light, and countless an ks rays-—-
Kow, from yon range of rocks, strong reys robeunl,
Doubling the day on Sow'ry plalns aronnd™
Havaqe

Avrrer the tent on the Summit was erected, Mark pussed
much of his leisure time there, Thither be conveyed many of
his books, of which he had & very respectable collection, his
flute, and & portion of his writing materials, There he could
sit and watch the prowth of the different vegetables he was
cultivating. As for Bob, he fished a good deal, both in the
way of supplies and for his amusement. The pigs and pouliry
fared well, and every thing seemed to thrive but poor Kitty,
She loved to follow Mark, and cast many a longing lock up
at the Summit, whenever she saw him strolling about among
bhis plants. '

The vegetables on the Summit, or those first put into the
ground, flourished surprisingly. Loam had been added repeat-
edly, aud they wanted for nothing that could bring forward
vegetation, The melons soon began-to run, as did the cucam
bers, squashes, and pumpkins; and by the end of the next
month, there were & dozen large patches on the mount that
were covered by a dense verdure, Nor was this ali; Mark
making a discovery about this time, that afforded him almost as
much happiness as when he first gaw his melons in leaf, He
was seated one day, with the walls of his tent brailed up, in
order to allow the wind to blow through, when something dark
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on the rock caught his eye. 'This spot was some little distance
from him, and going to it, he found that large quantities of his
grass seed had actually taken! Now he might hops to con.
vert that barren-looking, and often glaring rock, into a besuti-
fa grassy hill, and render that which was sometimes painful
to the eyes, a pleasure to look upon. The young man under
stood the laws of vegetation well enough to be certain that
could the roots of grasses once insinuate themselves into the
almost invisible crevices of the crust that covered the place,
they wonld of themselves let in light, air, and water enongh for
their own wants, and thus increase the very fertility on which
they subsisted. He did not fail, however, to aid nature, by
seattering a fresh supply of gnano all over the hill.

‘While Mark was thus employed at home, Bob rowed ont to
the reef, bringing in his fish in such quantities that it oceurred
to Mark to convert them also into manure. A fresh half acre
was sccordiogly broken up, within the erater, the cool of the
mornings and of the evenings being taken for the toil; and, ss
soon a3 a bed was picked over, quantities of fish were buried in
it, and left thers to decay, Nor did Betts neglect the sea-weed
the while. On several occasions he floated large bodies of it in,
from the outer reefs, which were all safely landed and wheeled
into the crater, where a long pile of it was formed, mingled
with loam from Loam Island, and gnano. This work, however,
gradually ceased es the season advanced, and summer came in
earnest. ‘That season, however, did not prove by any means aa
formidable as Mark had anticipated, the ses-breezes keeping the
place cool and refreshed. Our mariners now missed the rain,
which was by o means as frequeit as it had been, though it
fell in larger quantities when it did come, Thestock had to be
watered for several weeks, the power of the sun causing all the
water that lodged in the cavities of the rocks to evaporate al-
most immediately.

During the time it was too warm to venture out in the din-
gai, except for half an hour of a morning, or for 3s long a
poriod of an evening, Mark turned his attention to the ship
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again. Seizing suitable moments, each sail was loosened, thot
oughly dried, unbent, snd got below. An awning was got
out snd spread, and the decks were wet down, morning and
evening, both for the purposes of cleanliness, and to keep them
from cheeking. The hold was now-entered and overhauled,
for the first time eince the accident. A great many useful
things were found in it, snd among other arficles, two barrels
of good sharp vinegar, which Friend Abraham White had
caused to be put on board to be nsed with any thing that eould
be pickled, as an anti-scorbutic. The onions and cucumbers
both promising so well, Mark rejoiced at this discovery, deter
mining at once to use some of the vinegar on a part of his ex-
pected crop of those two vegetables.

One day as Bob was rammaging about in the hold, and Mark
was looking on, that being the coolest place on the whole reef,
the former got hold of a piece of wood, sand began to tug at it
to draw it out from amoug a pile that lay in a dark cormer.
After several offorts, the stick came, when Mark, struck with &
glimpse he got of its form, bade Bob bring it ander the hght of
the hatchway. The instant he got a good look at it, Wool-
ston knew that Bob's ¢ foolish, crocked stick, which was fit to
atow nowhere,” as the homnest fellow had described it when it
gave him so muchk trouble, was peither more nor less than one
of the riba of & boat of larger size than comumon.

“This is providential, truly 1" exclaimed Mark. * Your crook-
od stick, Beb, is & part of the frame of the pinnace of which
you spoke, and which we had given up, as a thing not to be
found on board 1”

“You're right, Mr. Mark, you're right!” answered Bob—
 zud I must have been oncommon etupid not to have thought
.of it, when it came so hard. And if there’s cne of the boat's
bones stowed in that place, there must be more to be found in
the same latitude.”

This was true enough. After working in that dark corner of
the hold for several hours, all the materials of the intended
eraft were found, and collected in the steerage. Neither Mark
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nor Betls was a bost-brilder, or a shipwright; but each had a
certain aomount of knowledge on the subject, and each well
kaew where every piece was intended to be put. 'What a revo-
lution this discovery made in the feelings of our young husband!
He had never totally despaired of seeing Bridget again, for that
would scarce have comported with his youth and sanguine tem-
perament ; but the hope had, of late, become so very dim, as to
survive only as thaf feeling will endure in the bosoms of the
youthful and inexperienced. Mark had lived a long time for
his yesrs; had seen more and performed far more than usually
falls to persons of his age, and he was, by character, prudent
and practical ; but it would have been impossible for one who
had lived as long and as well as himself, to give np every expec-
tation of heing restored to his bride, even in circumstancea more
discouraging than those in which he was actoally placed. 8till,
he had been slowly accustoming himself to the idea of a pro-
tracted separation, and had never lost sight of the expediency
of making his preparations for passing his entire life in the soli-
tary place where he and Betts had been cast by a mysterious
and unexpected dispensation of & Divine Providence. When
Bob, from time to {ime, insisted on his acgount of the mate-
rials for the pinnace being in the ship, Mark had listened in.
credaloualy, unconscious himself how much his mind kad been
occupied by Bridget when this part of the eargo had been taken
in, and unwilling to believe such ®o acquisition could have been
made without his knowledge. Now that he saw it, however, a
tumultuons rushing of all the blood in his body toward his
heart, almost overpowered him, and the future entirely changed
its aspects. Ile did not doubt sn instant, of the ability of Bob
and himseif to put these blessed materials together, or of their
fuccess in navigating the mild sea around them, for any necessa-
ry distance, in a craft of the size this must turn out to be. A
bright vista, with Bridget's brighter countenance at its termina-
tion, glowed before his imagination, and a great deal of whole.
some philosophy and Christian submission were unsettled, as it
might be, in the twinkling of an eye, by this all-important dis-
¢
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covery. Mark had never abandoned the thonght of construct-
ing & little vessel with materials torn from the ship; but that
would have been a most laborions, as well as a donbtful experi-
ment, while here was the problem solved, with a certzinty and
precision almoat equal to one in mathematies !

The agitation and revulsion of feeling produced in Mark by
the discovery of the materials of the pinnace, were po great as to
prevent bim from waturing any plan for several days. During
that time he could perceive in himself an slteration that amount-
ed almost to an entire change of character. The vines on the
Summit were now in full leaf, and they covered broad patches
of the rock with their luzurinnt vegetation, while the prass
eould actuslly be seen from the ship, converting the drab-
colored concretions of the mount into slopes and acclivities of
verdure. DBut all this delighted him no lovger. Home and
Bridget met him even in the fanciful and now thriving beds
within the crater, where every thing appeared to push forward
with a luxuriance and promise of return, far exceeding what had
once been his fondest expectations. He could see nothing, an-
ticipate nothing, talk of nothing, think of nothing, but these
new-found means of quitéing the reef, and of returning to the
sbodes of men, and to the arma of his young wife,

Betta tock things more philosophically, He had made up
his mind to * Robinson Crusoe it” a few years, and, thongh he
had often expressed a wish that the dingui was of twice its ac-
tual size, ke would have been quite as well content with this
new boat could it be cut down to one-fourth of its real dimen-
+ slops. IHe submitted to Marl’s superior information, however ;
" and when the latter told him that he coald wait no longer for
the return of cooler weather, or for the heat of the sun to be-
come less intense, before he began to set up the frame of his
sraft, as had been the first intention, Bob acquiesced in the
‘change of plan without remonstrance, bent on taking things s
. they came, in howmility and cheerfulness,

Novertheless, it was far easier bravely to determine in ihia
watter, than to execute, The heat was now so intense for the
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greater part of the day, that it would have fur exceeded the
power of our two mariners to support it, on a nuked rock, and
without shade of any sort, The frame of the pinrace must be
set up somewhere near the water, regular ways being necessary
to lazueh her; and nowhere, on the shore, was the smallest
shade to be found, without recourse to artificial means of pro-
curing it. As Mark's impatience would no longer brook delay,
this artificial shade, therefore, was the first thing to be attend-
ed to.

The leaward end of the reef was chosen for the new ship-
yard., Although this choice imposed a good deal of additional
labor on the two workmen, by compelling them to transport al}
the materials rather more than a mile, reflection and examina-
tion induced Mark to select the spot he did. The formstion
of the rock was more favorable theve, he fancied, than in any

_other place he could find; offering greater facilities for launch-

ing. This was one motive; but the principal inducement was
chnected with an apprehension of floods. By the wall-like
appearance of the exterior base of the mount; by the smooth-
ness of the surface of the reef in genersl, which, while it had
many inequalitics, wore the appearance of being semi-polished
by the washing of water over it; and by the certain signs that
were to be found on most of the lower half of the plain of the
crater itself, Mark thought it apparent that the entire reef, the
crater excepted, had been often covered with the water of the
ocean, and that at no very distant day. The winter months
were usually the tempesinous months in that latitude, though
hurricanes might at any time occur. Now, the winter was yet
an untried experiment with our two *“reefers,’” as Bol some-
times langhingly called himself and Mark, and hurricanes were
things that often raised the seas in their neighborhood several
feet, in an hour or iwo. S8hould the water be actuzlly driven
upon the reef, so as to adwit of a current to wash across it, or
the wavas to roll along its surface, the pinnace would be in the
greatest danger of being carried off before it could be even

‘launched.
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- All these things Mark bore in wind, and he chose the spot
he did, with an eye to these floods altogether. It might ba
six or eight months before they ‘could be ready to get the pin-
nace into the water, and it now wanted but six to the stormy
season, At the western, or leeward extremity of the island,
ihe Little craft would be under the lee of the crater, which would
form a sort of breakwater, and might be the means of prevent-
ing it from beicg washed away. Then the rock, just at that
spol, was three or four feet higher than at any other point,
sufficiently near the sea to admit of launching with ease; and
the two advantages united, induced our young * reefer” to in-
cur the labor of tranaporting the materials the distance named,
in preference to foregoing them. The raft, however, was put in
requisition, and the entire frame, with a few of the planks neces-
sary for a commencement, was carried round at one load.

Previcusly to laying the keel of the pinnace, Mark named it

the Neshamony, after a creek that was nearly opposite to the

Rarcocus, another inlet of the Delaware, that had givenits
name to the ship from the circumstance that Friend Abraham
‘White had been born on its low baoks. The means of averting
the pains and penalties of working in the sun, were also attended
to, a8, indeed, the great preliminary measure in this new enter-
prise. To this end, the raft was again put in requisition ; an old
main-course was got ont of the saii-room, and lowered upon the
raft.; spare spars were cut to the necessary length, and thrown
into the water, to be towed down in company ; ropes, etc., were
provided, and Bob sziled anew on this voyage. It was & work
of a good deal of lubor to get the raft to windward, towing
having been resorted to as the easiest process, but a trip to
leeward was scon made. Ia twenty mioutes after this carge
had left the ship, it reached its point of destination.

The only time when our men could work at even their awn-
ing, were two hours early in the morning, and as many after
the sun had got very low, or had absclutely set. Eight holea
liad to be drilled into the lava, to a depth of two feet each.
Gunpowder, in very small quantities, was used, or these holes
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conld not have been wade in a twelvemonth, But by drilling
with & crowbar & foot or two into the rock, and charging the
cavity with m very small portion of powder, the lava was cracked,
when the stones rather easily were raised by means of the picks
and crows, Some idea may be formed of the amount of labor
that was expended on this, the first step in the new task, by
the circumatance that a month was passed in setting those eight
awning-posts alone, When tp, however, they perfectly an-
swered the purpose, every thing having been done in a thorough,
seaman-like manner. At the top of cach post, itself a portion
of solid spar, a watch-fackle waa lashed, by means of which the
sail was bowsed up to its place. To prevent the bagging una-
voidable in an awning of that size, several uprights were set in
the centre, on eud, answering their purpose sufficiently without
boring into the racks, : )
Bob was in raptures with the uew “ship-yard”’ It was as
large as the wmain-sail of a ship of four hundred tons, was com-
plete as to shade, with the advantage of letting the brecze cir-
culate, and had a reasonable chance of escaping from the calam-
ities of a flood. Mark, too, was satisfied with the result, and
the very next day after this task was completed, our shipwrighta
set to work to lay their keel. That day was memorable on
another acconnt. Bob had gone to the Summit in quest of &
tool left there in fitting up the boat of Mark, and while on the
monnt, he ascertsined the important fact that the melons were
beginning to ripen. He brought down three or four of these!
delicious fruits, and Mark had the gratification of tasting some
of the bounties of Providence, which Lad been bestowed asa .
reward of his own industry and forethought. It was necessary
to eat of these melons in moderation, however; but it was a
great relief to get them at all, after sabsisting for so long a time
on sglted meats, principally, with no other vegetables but such
as were dry, and had been long in the ship. It was not the
melons alobe, however, that were getting to be ripe; for, on
examining, himself, among the vines whick now covered fully
an acre of the Summit, Mark found squashes, cucumbers, onions,
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sweet potatoes, tomatoes, string-beans, and two or three other
vegetables, all equally fit to be used. From that time, some
of these plants were put into the pot daily, and certain slight
apprehensions which Woolston had begun again to entertain on
the subject of scurvy, were soon dissipated. As for the garden
within the crater, which was much the most extensive and
artistical, it was somewhat behind that on the Summit, having
been later tilled ; but every thing, there, locked equally prom-
ising, and Mark saw that one aere, well worked, wounld produce
more than he and Betts couid consame in a twelvemonth.

- It was an important day on the reef when the kee! of the
pinnace was laid. On examining his materials, Mark ascertained
that the boat-builders had marked and numbered each portion
of the frame, each plack, and every thing else that belonged to
the pinnace. Holes were bored, and every thing had been
done in the boat-yard that could be useful to those who, it was
expected, were to put the work together in a distant part of
the world. This greatly facilitated onr new beat-builders' Ia-
bors in the way of skill, besides having done so much of the
actual toil to their hands, As soon as the keel was laid, Mark
get up the frame, which came together with very little trouble,
The wailes were then got out, and were fitted, each piece being
bolted in its aliotted place, As the work had already been put
together, there was little or no dubbing necessary. Aware that
the parts had once been accurately fitted to each other, Mark
was carcful not to disturb their arrangement by an unnocessary
use of the adze, or broad-sxe, experimenting aund altering the
positions of the timbers and planks; but whenever he met wita
sny obetacle, in preference to cutting and changing the mate-
rials themaelves, he persevered until the parts came together as
had been contemplated. By observing this caution, the whole
frame was set up, the wailes were fitted and bolted, and the
garboard-streak got on and secured, without taking off a parti-
cle of the wood, though a weel was neccssary to effect theso
desired objects.

Our mariners now measured their new frame. The keel
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was just four-and-iwenty feet long, the distance between the
knight-heads and the taffrail being six feet greater ; the beam,
from ontside to outside, was nine feet, and the liold might be
compnted at five feet in depth. This gave something like &
measnrement of eleven tons ; the pinnace haviog been intended
for a craft a trifle smaller than this. As & vessel of eleven tons
might make very good weather in a sea-way, if properly han-
dled, the result gave great satisfaction, Mark cheering Bob with
accounts of crafts, of much smaller dimensions, that had navi-
gated tho more stormy seas with entire safety, on varions occa-
siona,

The planking of the Neshamony was no great mostter, being
completed the week it was commenced. The caulking, how-
ever, gave more trouble, though Bob had done a good deal of
that sort of work in his day. It took a fortnight for the honest
fellow to do the caulking to his own mind, and before it was
finished another great discovery was made by rummaging in
the ship’s hold, in quest of some of the fastenings which had
not at first been found, A qnaatity of old sheet-copper, that
had run its time on s vessel’s bottom, was brought to Hight,
marked *“copper for the pinnace.” Friend Abraham White
had bethought him of the worms of the low latitudes, and had
sent out enongh of the refuse copper of a vessel that had been
broken up, to cover the bottom of this little craft fairly ap to
her bends. To work, then, Mark and Bob went to put on the
sheathiog-paper and copper that had thus bountifully been pro-
vided for them, as soon s the seams were well payed. This
done, and it was no greas job, the paint-brush was set to work,
aud the hull was completed! Tu alf, Mark and Betts were
eight weeks, hard at work, patling their pinnace together
‘When sho was painted, the summer“sas more than haif gone.
The laying of the deck bad given more trouble than any other
portion of the work on the boat, and this becanse it was not a
plain, full deck, or one that covered the whole of the vessel, but
left small stero-sheets aft, which was absolutely necessary to
the comfort and safety of those she was to carry. The whole
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was got together, however, leaving Mark and Bob to rejoice
in their success thus far, and to puzzie their heads abouat the
means of getting their craft into the water, now she was built,
In a word, it was far easier to put together a vessel of ten tons,
that had been thus ready fitted to their bands, than it was to
launch her.

As each of our mariners had necessarily seen many vesscls
in their cradles, each had some idea of what it was now neccs-
sary to do. Mark had laid the keel as near the water as he
could get it, and by this precauntion had saved himself a good
desl of labor, It was very easy to find materials for the ways,
many heavy planks still remaining ; but the difficulty was to
lay them so that they wounld not spread. Here the awning-
posts were found of good service, plank being set on their
edges against them, which, in their turn, were made to sustain
the props of the ways. In order to save materials in the cradle,
the ways themselves were laid on blocks, and they were secured
as well as the skill of our self-formed shipwrights could do it.
They bad seme trouble in making the cradle, and had once te
undo all they had dons, in consequence of a mistake. At
length Mark was of opinion they had taken all the necessary
precautions, and told Betts that he thought they might venture
to attempt lannching the next day, But Bob made a sugges-
tion which changed this plan, and caused a delay that was at-
tended with very serious consequences,

The weather bad become cloudy, and a little menacing, for
the last few days, and Bob proposed that they should lower the
awning, get up shears on the rock, and step the mast of the pin-
nace before they launched her, as a means of saving some labor.
The spat was not very heavy, it was trae, and it might be stepped
by crossing a couple of the oars in the boat itself; but a couple
of light spars-—top-galiant etndding-sail-booms for instance—
would enable them to do it muchk more readily before the craft
was put into the water, than it could be done afterward, Mark
listened to the suggestion, and acquiesced, The awning was
zonsequently lowered, and got out of the way. To prevent the
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hogs from tearing the sail, it was placed on two of the wheel-
barrows and wheeled up into the crater, whither those ani-
mals had never yet found their way, Then the shears were got
up, and the mast was stepped aud rigged; the boat's sails
were found and bent. Mark now thought enough had been
done, and that, the next day, they might undertake the launch,
Bat another snggestion of Bob's delayed the proceedings,

The weather still continued clouded and menacing. Betts
was of opinion, therefore, that it might be well to stow the pro-
visions and water they intended to use in the pinnace, while she
was on the etocks, as they could work round her so much the
more easily then than afterward. Accordingly, the breakers
were got out, on board the ship, and filled with fresh water,
They were then struck into the raft. A barrel of beef, and one
of pork followed, with a quantity of bread, At two trips the
raft carried all the provisions and stores that were wanted, and
the cargoes were landed, rolled up to the side of the pinoace,
hoisted on board of her, by means of the threat-halliard, and
properly stowed. Two grapnels, or rather one grapnel and a
small kedge, were found among the pinnace's waterials, every
thing belonging to her having been stowed in the same part of
the ship. These, too, were carried round to the ship-yard, got
on board, and their hawsers bent. In a word, every preparation
was made that might be necessary to make sail on the pinpace,
and to proceed to sea in her at once.

It was rather Jate in the afternoon of the thzrd cloaded day,
that Betts himself admitted ne more could be done to the Nesh-
amouy, previously to putting her into the water. Wkeun our
two mariners ceased the business of the day, therefore, it was
with the understanding that they would turn out early in the
morning, wedge up, and launch, An hour of dayiight remain-
ing, Mark went up to the Snmmit to sclect a few melona, and to
take a look at the state of the plantations and gardens. DBefore
ascending the hill, the young man walked through his garden
in the crater, where every thing was flourishing and doing well.

Many of the vegetables were by this time fit to eat, and there
645
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was every prospect of there being a snfficient quantity raised to
meet the wants of two or three persons for a long period ahead.
The sight of these frnits of his toil, and the luxariance of the
different plants, cansed a momentary feeling of regret in Mark
at the thonght of being sbont to quit the place forever. He
even fancied he should have a certain pleasare in retarniog to
the reef; and once s faint catline of a plan came over his wind,
in which he fancied that he might bring Bridget to this place,
snd pass the rest of his life with her, in the midst of its peace
snd tranquillity. This was but a passing thought, however, and
was soon forgotten in the pictares that crowded on his mind, in
connection with the great anticipated event of the next day.

‘While strolling about the lttle walks of his garden, the ap-
pearance of verdure along the edge of the crater, or immediately
beneath the cliff, canght Mark's eye, Going bastily to the
spot, he found that there was a long row of plants of a new sort,
not only appesring above the ground, but already in leaf, and
rising several inches in height. These were the resalts of
the seeds of the oranges, lemons, limes, shaddocks, figs, and
other fruits of the tropics, that he had planted there as an ex-
periment, and forgotten. ‘While his mind was occupied with
other things, these seeds had sent forth their shoots, and the
eeveral trees were growing with the rapidity and Juxariance that
distinguish vegetation within the tropics. As Mark’s imagina-
tion pietured what might be the effects of cultivation and care
on that singalar spot, & sigh of regret mingle with b's hopes
for the future, as he recollected ke was 20 soon to abandon the
place forever; while on the Summit, too, this feeling of regret
was increased, rather than diminished. Bo much of the grass
seed had taken, and the roots had already so far extended, that
sacres were beginning to look verdant and smiling, Two or
three months had brought every thing forward prodigiounsly,
and the frequency of the rains, in showers, added to the genial
warmth of the sun, gave to vegetation a quickness and force
that sarprised, as much as it delighted our yonng man.

That night Mark and Betts both slept in the ship, They
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had a fancy it might be the last in which they could ever have
any chance of doing so, and attachment to the vessel induced
both to retarn to their old berths; for latterly they had elept
in hammocka, swang beneath the ship-yard awning, in order to
be near their work. Mark was awoke at & very early hour, by
the howling of a gale among the rigging and spars of the Ran-
cocus, scunds that ke had not heard for many a day, and
which, at first, were acinally pleasant to his ears. Throwing on
kis clothes, and going out on the quarter-deck, he found that a
tempest was upon them. The storm far exceeded suy thing
that he had ever before witnessed in the Pacific. The ocean
was violently agitated, and the rollers came in over the reef, to
windward, with a force and majesty that seemed to disregard
the presence of the rocks. It was just light, and Mark called
Bob, in alarm, The aspect of things was really serious, und,
at first, our mariners had great apprehensions for the safety of
the ship. Tt was true, the sea-wall resisted every shock of the
rollers that reached it, but even the billows after they were
broken by this obstacle, came down upon the vessel with a
violence that bronght a powerful strain on every rope-yara ia
the sheet-cable, Fortunately, the ground-tackle, on which the
safety of the vessel depended, was of the very best quality, and
the anchor was known to have an excellent hold. Then, the
preservation of the ship was no longer & motive of the firsi
consideration with them; that of the pinnace being the thing
now most to be regarded. It might grieve them both to sce
the Rancocus thrown upon the rocks, and broken up; but of
far greater account was it to their future prospects that the
Neshamony should not be injured.  Nor were the signs of the
danger that menaced the boat to be disregarded. The water
of the ocean appeared to be piling in among theso reefs, the
rocks of which resisted its passage to leeward, and already was
washing up on the surface of the recf, in places, threatening
them with o general inundation. It was necessary to look after
the security of various articles that were scattered about on the
outer plain, and our mariners went ashore to do so.
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Although intending so soon to abandon the veef altogether,
& sense of cantion induced Mark to take every thing he could
within the crater, All the lower portions of the outer plain
were already covered with water, and those sagacions creatures,
the hogs, showed by their snuffiog and disturbed manmer of
running about, that they had internal as well as external warn-
ings of danger. Mark pulled aside the curtain, and let all the
snimals into the erater. Poor Kitty waa delighted to get on
the Summit, whither she soon found her way, by ascending
the steps commonly used by her masters. Fortunately for the
plants, the grass was in too great abundance, and too grateful
to her, not to be her cheice in preference to any other food.
As for the pigs, they got at work in a pile of sea-weed, and
overlooked the garden, which was at some distance, until fairly
glutted, and ready to lie down.

In the meanwhile the tempest increased in violence, the sea
continuzed to pile among the rocks, and the water actually cov-
ered the whele of the outer plain of the reef. Now it was
that Mark comprehended how the base of the crater had becu
worn by water, the waves washing past it with tremendous
violence. There was actually a strong current running over the
whole of the reef, without the crater; the water rushing to
leeward, as if glad to get past the obstacle of the island on any
terms, in order to hasten away before the tempest. Mark was
fully balf an hour engaged in locking to his marquee and its
contents, all of which were exposed, more or less, to the power
of the gale. After securing his books, furniture, ete., and see-
ing that the stays of the marquee itself were likely to hold ont,
he cast an eye to the ship, which was on that side of the island,
also. The staunch old 'Cocus, sa Bob called her, was rising
and falling with the waves that now disturbed her usualty placid
basin ; but, as yet, her cable and anchor held her, and no harm
was done. Fortunately, our mariners, when they unbent the
sails, had sent down all the upper and lighter spars, and had
lowered the fore and main yards on the gunwale, measures of
precaution that greatly lessened the strain on her ground-tackie,
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The top-gallant-masts had also been lowered, and the vessel
was what seamen usually term “snug’ Mark would have
been very, very sorry to ses her lost, even though he did expect
to have very little more use out of her; for he loved the crafl
from habit,

After taking this look at the ship, our mate passed round the
Bummit, having two or three tumbles on his way in consequence
of puffs of wiad, until he reached the point over the gateway,
which was that nearest to the ship-yard. It pow occnrred to
him that possibly it might become necessary to look a little to
the security of the Neshamony, for, by this time, the water on
the reel was two or three feet deep. To his surprise, on look-
ing round for Bob, whom ke thought to be at work securing
property near the gateway, he ascertained that the bonest fellow
bad waded down to the ship-yard, and clambered on board the
pinnace, with a view to take care of her. The distance between
the point where Mark now stood and the Neshamony, exceeded
half a mile, and communication with the voice would have been
next to impossible, had the wind not blown as it did. With
the roaring of the seas and the howling of the gale, it was, of
course, entirely out of the question. Mark, however, could see
bis friend, and see that he was gesticulating, in the wost earnest
rnanuer, for himself to join kim, Then it was he first perceived
that the pinnace was in motion, seeming to move on her ways,
Presently the blockings were washed from under her, and the
boat went astern haif her length at a single surge. Mark mada
a bound down the hill, intending to throw himself into the rag-
ing surf, and to swim off to the aid of Betts; but, pansing an
instent to choose a spet st which to get down the steep, he
looked toward the ship-yard, and saw the pinnace lifted on a
sca, and washed fairly clear of the land !

-
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CHAPTER IX,

“ Moz ’s rich with little, were his judgoents trae}
Hatura is frugal, and her wants are few;
Thase few wants answered bring sincere delighta,
Bat fools creata themselves new appetites.™
Yorne,

It would have been madoess in Mark to pursue his intention.
A boat, or crafi of any sort, once adrift in such s gale, could
not have been overtaken by even ond of those islanders who are
knowr to pass half their lives in the water; and the young man
sunk down on the rock, almost gasping for breath in the inten-
sity of his distress, He felt more for Bob than he did for him-
self, for escape with life appeared to him to be & forlorn hope
for his friend, Nevertheless, the sturdy old sea-dog who was
cast adrift amid the reging of the elements, comported himself
in a way to do éredit to his training. There was nothisg like
despair in his manner of proceeding; but so coolly and intelli-
gently did he set about taking care of his craft, that Mark soon
found himself a curious and interested observer of all he did,
feeling quite as much of admiration for Bob’s steadiness and
skill, as concern for his danger.

Betts knew too well the uselessness of throwing over his
kedge to attempt anchoring. Nor was it safe to keep the boat
in the trough of the sea, his wisest course being to run before
the gale urtil he was clear of the rocks, when he might en-
deavor to He-to, if- his craft would bear it.  In driving off the
reef, tire Neshamony had gone stern foremost, almost as a mat-
ter of course, vessels usnally being laid down with their bowas
toward the land. No sooner did the honest old sslt find he
was fairly adrift, thevefore, than he jumped iato the stern-shecta
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arnd put the helm down. With stern-way on leer, this cansed
the bows of the craft to fall off; and, as she came broadside te
the gale, Mark thought she would fall over, ulso. Some idea
coull be formed of the power of the wind, in the fact that this
sloop-rigged craft, without & rag of sail set, and with scarce any
hamper aloft, no sooner caught the carrents of air abeam, than
she lay down to it, as one commonly sees such craft do under
their canvas in stiff breezes,

It was & proof that the Neshamony was well modelled, that
she began to draw ahead as soon as the wind took her fairly on
her broadside, when Betts shifted the helm, and the pinnace
fell slowly off,. When she had got nearly before the wind, she
came up and rolled to windward like & ship, and Mark scarce
breathed as he saw her plunging down upon the reefs, like a
frantic steed that knows not whither he is rushing io his terror,
From the elevated position he oceupied, Mark could see the
ocean as far as the spray, which filled the atmosphere, wounld
sllow of any thing being seen at all. Places which were usually
white'with the foam of breakers, couid not now be distinguished
from any of the raging canldron around them, and it was evi-
dent that Bob maust run at hazard. Twenty times did Mark
expect to see the pinnace disappear in the foawing waves, as it
drove furiously onward; but in each instance, the light and
buoysnt boat came up from cavities where our young man
fancied it must bs dashed to pieces, scudding away to leeward
like the sea-fowl that makes its flight with wings nearly dipping,
Mark now beggn to hope that his friend might pass over the
many reefs that lay in his track, and gain the open water to
leeward. 'The rise in the occan favored such an expectation,
and no doubt was the reason why the Ncshamony was not
dashed to pieces within the first five minutes after she was
washed off her ways, Once to leeward of the vast shoala that
smrrounded the crater, there was the probability of Bob's find-
ing smoother water, and the chance of his riding out the tem-
pest by bringing his little sloop up head to sea. The water
through which the boat was then running was more like &
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cauldron, bubbling and boiling under some intense beat pro-
duced by subterranean fires, than the regular, rolling billows of
the ocean when piled up by gales. Under the lee of the shoals
thiz cauldron would disappear, while the mountsin waves of
the open ocean could not rise until a certain distance from the
shallow water enabled them to “get up,” as sailors express it,
Mark saw the Neshamony for about a quarter of an hour after
she was adrift, though long before the expiration of even that
brief period she was invisible for many moments at a time, in
consequence of the distance, her want of sail, her lowness in
the water, and the troubled state of the element throngh which
she was driving, The last fook he got of her was at an instant
when the spray was filling the atmosphere like a passing cloud;
when it had driven away, the boat could no longer be seenl
Here was a sudden and a most uvexpected chauge for the
worse in the situation of Mark Woolston! Not only-had he
lost the means of getting off the island, but he had lost his
friend and companion. It was true, Bob was a rough and an
unenitivated associate ; but he was honest ss human frailty
could leave a human being, true as steel in his sttachments,
strong in body, and of great professional skill. So great, indeed,
was the last, that our young man was not without the hope he
world be able to keep under the les of the shoals until the gale
broke, and thew beat up throngh them, and still come to bis
rescue. There was one point, in particular, on which Mark felt
unusual concern. Bob knew nothing whatever of navigation,
It was impossible to teack him any thing on that subject. He
knew the points of the compass, but had no notion of the
variations, of latitude or longitude, or of any thing belonging
to the purely mathematical part of the business, Twenty times
had he asked Mark to give him the latitude and longitude of
the crater; twenty times had he been told what they were,
and just as often had he forgotten them, When questioned by
his young friend, twenty-four Lours after a lesson of this sort,

. :if be remembered the figures at all, he was apt to give the lati-
'.nde for the longitude, or the longiiude for the lstltude. the
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Jegrees for the minutes, or the minutes for the degrees. Or
dinarily, however, he forgot all about the numbers themselves,
Mark had in va.m endeavored to impress on his mind the single
fact that any number which exceeded ninety must necessarily
refer to longitude, and not to latitude ; for Bob could not be
made {0 remember even this simple distinction. He was just
8s likely to believe the reef lay in the hundred and twentieth
degree of latitude, as he was to fancy it lay-in the twentieth.
With such a head, therefore, it was but little to be expected
Bob could give the information to others necessary to find the
reef, even in the almost bopeless event of his ever being placed
in circurustancea to do so, Still, while so completely ignorant
of mathematics and arithmetie, in all their details, few mariners
would find their way better than Bob Betts by the simple signa
of the ocean, e understood the compass perfectly, the varia-
tious excepted; and his eye was as true as that of the most ex-
perienced artist could be, when it became necessary to judge of
the color of the water. On many occasions had Mark known
bim intimate that the ship was in 8 current, and had a weather- -
Iy or a lee set, when the fact had escaped not only the officers,
but the mavufacturers of the charts. He judged by ripples, and
sea-weed, and the other familiar signa of the seas, and thcse
seldom failed him. While, therefore, there was not a seaman
living less likely to find the reef again, when driven off from ite
vicinity, by means of observations and the charts, there was not
a seaman living more likely o find it, by resorting to the other
helps of the navigabor On this last peculiarity Mark hung all
his hopes of seeing his friend again, when the gale should .
abate,

Since the moment when all the charge of the ship fell upon his
shoulders, by the loss of Captain Crutchely, Mark had never felt
s0 désolate, as when he lost sight of Bob and the Neshamony.
Then, indeed, did he truly feel himself to be alone, with none
between him and his God with whom to commune., Tt is not
surprising, therofore, that one so much disposed to cherish his
interourse with the Divine Spirit, knelt on the naked rock and
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prayed. After this act of duty and devotion, the yoang man
arose, and endeavored to turn his attention to the state of
things around him,

The gale still continued with anabated fury. Each instant the
water rose higher and higher on the reef, until it began to enter
within the crater, by means of the gutters that had been worn in
the lava, covering two or three seres of the lower part of its plain,
Aa for the Rancocus, though oceasionally pitching more heavily
than our young man could have belicved.possible, behind the
sca-wall, her anchor still held, and no harm had yet come to
her. Finding it impossible to do any more, Mark descended
into the crater, where it was a perfect Iull, though the wind
fuirly howled on every side, acd got iuto one of the Sonth
Americar hammocks, of which there bad been two or three in
the ship, and of which he had caused one to be suspended be-
neath the sort of tent he and poor Bob bad erected near the
gorden. Here Mark remained all the rest of that day and
during the whole of the succeeding night. But for what he
had himeself previously seen, the roar of the ocesn on the other
side of bis rocky shelter, and the scufffing of the winds about the
Summit, he might not have been made comscious of the vio-
lence of the terpest that was raging so tear him, Ounce and
awhile, however, a puff of air would pass over kim; but, on the
whole, he was little affected by the etorm, until near morning,
when it rained violently, Fortunately, Mark had taken the pre-
caution to give a low ridge to sll his awnings and tent-coverings,
which tarned the water perfectly. When, therefore, he heard
the pattering of the drops on the canvas, he did not rise, but
remained in his hammock until the day returned, Previously
to that moment, however, he dropped inte a deep eleep, in
which he lay severat hours.

‘When conscionsness retarned to Mark, he Iay half a mmube
trying to recall the past. Then he listened for the sounds of the
tempest. All was still without, and, rising, he found that the
sun was shining, snd that a perfect calm reigned in the onter
world, Water was lyiog in spots, in holes on the surface of the
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srater, where the pigs were drinking and the ducks bathing,
Kitty stood in sight, on the topmost knoll of the Summit, crop-
ping the young sweel grass that had so lately been refreshed
by rain, disliking it none the less, probably, from the cirenm-
stance that a few particles of salt were to be found zmong it
~—the deposit of the spray. The garden looked smiling, the
plants refreshed, and nothing, as yet, touched in it, by the visit~
ora who had necessarily beer introduced. _

Our young man washed himself in ons of the pools, and then
crossed the plain to drive out the pigs and peultry, the necessity
of husbanding his stores pressing even painfully on his mind.
As he approached the gateway, he saw that the sea had retired;
and, certain that the animals would take care of themselves, he
drove them through the hole, and dropped the aail before it
Then he sought one of the ascents, and was soon on the top of
the hill. The trades had returned, bat scarce blew in zephyrs;
the sea was calm j the points in the reefs were easily to be seen;
the ship was at rest, and, seemingly, uninjured, and the whole
view was cne of the sweetest tranquillity and security, Already
had the pent and piled waters diffused themselves, leaving the
veef as before, with the exception that those cavities which con-
tained rain water, during most of the year, now contained that
. which was no{ quite so palatable. This was a great temporary

inconvenience, though the heavy showers of the past night had
done a good deal toward sweetening the face of the rock, and
had reduced most of the pools to a liquid that was brackish,
rather than salt. A grest many fish lay scattered sbout, on the
island, and Mark hastened down to exsmise their qualities.
The pigs and poultry were already at work on the game that
was g0 liherally thrown in their way, and Mark felt indebted to
" these scavengers for aiding him in what he perceived was now
s task indispensable to his comfort. After going to the ship,
aud bresking his fast, he returned to the crater, obtained a
wheelbarrow, and set to work in esrmest to collect the fish,
which a very few hours’ exposure to the sun of that climate
would render so offensive as io make the island next to intolera-
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ble, Never in his life did our young friend work harder than
he did 2ll that worning. Each load of fish, as it was wheeled
into the crater, was thrown into a trench already prepared for
that purpose, and the ashes were haaled over it by means of the
hoe, -Feeling the necessity of occapation to lessen hie sorrow,
an well as that of getting rid of pestilence, which he seriously
apprehended from this invoad of animal substances, Mark toiled
two whole days at this work, until fairly driven from it by the
intolerable effluvium wkich arose, notwithstanding all he had
done, on every side of the island. Tt is impossible to say what
would have been the consequences had not the birds come, in
thousands, to his relief, They made quick work of it, clearing
off the fish in numbers that would be nearly incredible. As it
was, however, our young hermit was driven into the ship, where
he passed a whole week, the steadiness of the trades driving the
disagreeable odors to leeward. At the end of that time ke ven-
tured ashore, where he foand it possible to remain, though the
reef did not get purified for more than a month. Finding a
great many fish still remaining that neither hog nor bird wonld
touch, Mark made a couple of voyages to Loam Island, whence
he bronght two cargoes of the deposit, and landed at the usual

- place. This he wheeled about the reef, throwing two or three
shovelfuls on each offensive creature, thus getting rid of the
effluvium and preparing a considerable store of excellent manure
for his future husbandry. It may be as well said here, that, at
odd times, he threw these little deposits into large hesaps, aud
subsequently wheeled them into the crater, where they were
mixed with the principal pile of compost that had now been for
months collecting there. '

Itis a proof of the waywardness of human natare, that we bear
great misfortunes better than small ones. 8o it proved with
Mark, on this oceasion ; for, much as he really regarded Bob,
and serions as was the loss of his friend to himself, the effects
of the imundation occnpied his thoughts and disturbed him
mote, just at that time, than the disappesrance of the Nesha-
mony. Nevertheless, onr young man had not forgotten te look
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aut for the missing boat, in readiness to hail its return with joy.
He passed much of the week he was shuf up in the ship in her
top-mast crose-trees, vainly examiniag the sca to leeward, in the
hope of catching a distant view of the pinnace endeavoring to
bear up through the reefs. Several times he actually fancied be
aaw her; but it always turned out to be the wing of some gull
or the cap of a distant breaker, It was when Mark had come
ashore again, and commenced the foil of covering the decayed
fish, and of gathering them into piles, that these smaller mate
ters supplanted the deep griefs of his solitude,

One of the annoyances to whick our solitary man found him-
self most subject, was the glare produced by a burning sun on
rocks and ashes of the drab color of the crater. The spots of
verdure that he had sacceeded in producing on the Summit, not
only relieved and refreshed his eyes, but they were truly de-

“Jightful as aids to the view, as well as grateful to Kitty, which

poor creature had, by this time, eropped them down to s pretty
short herbage. This Mark knew, however, was an advantage to
the grass, making it finer, aad causing it to thicken at the roots.
The success of this experiment, the annoyanee to his eyes, and
a feverish desire to be doing, which succeeded the disappear-
ance of Betts, st Mark npon the project of sowing grass seed
over as much of the plain of the crater as he thought he should
not have oceasion to use for the purposes of tillage. To work
be went, then, acattering the seed in as much profusion as the
quantity to be found in the ship would justify, Friead Abra-
ham White had provided two barrels of the seed, and this went
a good way, While thus employed, a heavy shower fell, and
thinking the rain a most favorable time to commit his grass
seeds to the eavth, Mark worked through the whole of it, or for
several hours, perspiring with the warmth and exercise.

This done, a lock at the garden, with a free nse of the hoe,
was the next thing undertaken. That night Mark slept in his
hammnock, under the crater awning, and when he awoke in the
morning ¥ was to experience a weight like that of lead in his
forchend, a raging thirst, and a burning fever. Now it was
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that-our poor solitary hermit felt the magnitude of his impru-
dence and the weight of the evils” of his peculiar situation.
.That he was about to be seriously ill he knew, and it behoved
him to improve the time that remained to him, to the ntmost,
Every thing useful to him was in the ship, and thither it be-
came indispensable for him to repair, if he wisked to retain
even a chance for life. Qpening an wmbrells, then, and sup-
porting bis totiering legs by a cane, Mark commenced a walk
of very near a mile, under an almost perpendicular sun, at the
hottest season of the year. Twenty times did the young man
think he should be compelled to sink on the bare rock, where
there is little question he would scon have expired, under the
united inflvence of the fever within and the burning heat with-
out. Despair urged him on, and, after pausing often to rest,
he snceceded in entering the cabin, ab the end of the most peril-
ous hour he had ever yet passed.

No words of ours can describe the grateful sense of coolness,
in spite of the boiling blood in his veins, that Mark Woolston
experienced when he stepped beneath the shade of the poop-
deck of the Rancocus. The young man kmew that he waa
abont to be seriously ill, and his life might depend on the use
he made of the next houar, or half hour, even, He threw him-
self on a scttee, to get & little rest, and while there he endeav-
ored to reflect on his situation, and te remember what he
ought to do. The medicine-chest always stood in the cabin,
apd he had used Hs contents too often among the crew, not to
have some knowledge of their general nature and uses. Potions
were kept prepared in that depository, and he staggered to the
table, opened the chest, took a ready-mixed dose of the sort
he believed best for him, poured water on it from the fillerer,
and swallowed it. Qur mate ever afterward believed that
draught saved his life. It soon made him deadly sick, and
produced an action in his whole system. For au hour he was
under its influence, when he was enabled to get into his berth,
exhausted and literally unable any longer to stand, How long
he remained in that berth, or near it rather—for he was con-
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scions of having crawled from it in quest of water, and for
other purposes, on several occasions—but, how long he was
confined to bis cabin, Mark Woolston never knew. The period
was certainly to be measnred by days, and be sometimes fan-
cied by weeks. The first, probably, was the truth, though it
might have been a fortnight. Most of that time his head was
light with fever, though there were intervals when reason was,
at least partislly, restored to him, and he became painfully con-
scious of the horrors of his situation. Of food and water he
had a sufficiency, the filterer and a bread-bag being quite near
him, and bhe helped himself often from the first, in particalar;
a single mouthful of the ship's biscuit commeonly proving more
than he could swallow, even after it was softened in the water.
At length he found bimself indisposed to rise at all, and he
certainly remained eight-and-forty bours in his berth, without
quitting it, and almost witheut sleeping, though most of -the
time in a sort of doze.

At length the fever abated iv its violence, though it began to
assume, what for a man in Mark Woolston's situation was per-
. haps more dangerous, a charseter of & low type, lingering in his
aystem and killing him: by ivebes. Mark was aware of his con-
dition, and thounght of the meauns of relief. The ship had some
good Philadelphia porter in her, and a bottle of it stood on a
shelf over his berth, This object caught his eye, and he actually
longed for a draught of that porter. He had sufficient strength
to raise himself high enough %o reach it, but it far exceeded his
powers to draw the cork, even had the ordinary means been at
hand, which they were not. There was a hammer on the shelf,
however, and with that instrament he did succeed in making a
hole in the side of the bottle, and iun filling a tumbler, This
liquor he swaliowed at a single draught. It tasted deliciously
to him, and he took a second tumblerful, when he lay down,
uncertain as to the consequences. That his head was affected
by these two glasses of porter, Mark himself was soon aware,
and shortly after drowsiness followed. After lying in an uneasy
slimber for half an hour, his whelo persou was zovered with a.
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gentle perspiration, in which condition, after drawing the slicet
around him, the sick man fell asleep.

Qur patient never knew how long he slept, on this all-impor.
tant occasion, The period certainly included part of two days
and one entire night; but afterward, when Mark endeavored to
cotrect his calendar, and to regain sowmething like a record of
the time, he was inclined to think he must have lain there two
nights with the intervening day. When he awoke, Mark was
immediately sensible that he was free from disease. He was not
immediately sensible, nevertheless, how extremely feeble dis-
ease had left him, At first, he fancied he had only to rise,
take nourishment, and go about his ordinary pursuits. But the
sight of his emaciated limbs, acd the first effort he made to get
up, convinced bim that he had a long state of probation to go
through, before he became the man he had been a week or two
before. It was well, perhaps, that his head was ro clear, aud
his judgment so unobscured, at this, his first return to conscious-
ness,

Mark deemed it a good symptom that he felt disposed to eat.
How many days he had been altogether without nourishment
he could not say, but they must have been several; nor had he
received more than could be cbtained from a single ship’s bis-
cuit since his attack, AMN this came to his mind, with a dis-
tinet recollection that he muat be his own physician aud nursa,
For a few minutes he lay still, duriog which be addressed him-
self to God, with thanks for having spared his life antil reason
was restored. Then he bethought him, as well as his feeble state
would allow, of the course he ought to pursue. On & table in
the cabin, and in sight of his berth, through the state-room
door, was a liquor-case, containisg wines, brandy, and gin.
Our sick man thought all might yet go well, could he get &
few spoonfuls of an excellent port wine which that case contained,
and which had been provided expressly for cases of sickness. To
do this, however, it was necessary to obtain the key, to open the
case, and to pour out the hquor, three things, of which he dis-

. trusted his powers to perform that which was the least difficalt.
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The key of the Kquor-case was in the drawer of an open sec-
retary, which, fortunately, stood between him and the table,
Another effort was made to rise, which so far sacceeded as to
enable the invalid fo sit up in his bed. The cool breeze which
aired the cabin revived him a litile, and he was able to stretch
out a hand and turn the cock of the filterer, which he had him-
gclf drawn near his berth, while under the excitement of fever,
in order to obtsin easy access to water. Accidentally this
filterer stood in a draonght, and the quart or two of water that
had not yet evaporated was cool and palatable ; that is, cool for
a ship and such a climate, One swallow of the water was all
Mark ventured om, but it revived him more than he could be-
'ieve posaible, Near the glass into which he had drawn the
water, lay 8 small piece of pilot bread, and this he dropped into
the tumbler. Then he ventured to try his feet, when he found
a dizziness come over him, that compelled him to fall back-on
his berth. Recovering from this in a minute or two, a second
attempt succeeded better, and the poor fellow, by supporting
himself against the bolkheads, and by leaning on chairs, was.
enabled to reach the desk. The key was easily obtained, and
the table was next reached, Here Mark snnk into a chair, as
much exhausted asg he would have been, previously to his illness,
by a desperate effort to defend life, .

The invalid was in his shirt, and the.cool sea-breeze had the
effect of an air-bath on him. It revived him in a liitle while,
when he applied the key, opened the case, got out the bottle
by using both hands, though it was nearly empty, aud poured
out a wineglass of the liqnor. 'With these little exertions he
waa 8o much exhansted as almost to faint. Nothing saved him,
probably, but a sip of the wine, which he took from the glass aa
it stood on the table. It has been much the fashion, of late
years, to decry wine, and this because it ia a gift of Provi-
dence that has been greatly abused. In Mark Woolston’s in-
gtance it proved—what it was designed to be—a blessing in-
stead of a curse. That single sip of wine produced an effect on
him like that of mugic. It epabled him soon to obtain his

646 ¥
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tambler of water, into which he poured the remainder of the
ligror. 'With the tumbler in his hand, the invalid nex{ essayed
to cross the cabin, and to reach the berth in the other state-
room. He was two or three minutes in making this pas-
sage, sustained by a chair, into which he sunk not less than
three times, and revived by a fow more sips of the wire-and-
water, In this state-room was a bed with clean, cool linen, that
had been prepared for Bob, but which that worthy fellow had
pertinaciously vefused to use, out of respect to his officer. On
these sheets Mark now sank, almost exhsusted. He had mado
a heppy exchange, however, the freshness and sweetness of the
new bed, of Heelf, acting as delicious restoratives.

After resting a few minutes, the sclitary invalid formed a new
plan of proceeding. He knew the importance of not over-
exerting himself, but he also knew the importance of cleanliness
and of a renovation of his stresgth. By this time the biscuit
had got to be softened in the wine-and-water, and he took a
piece, end, after mastieating it well, swallowed it. This was
positively the first food the sick and desclate young man had
received in a week. Fully aware of this, he abstained from
taking a second mouthful, though sorely pressed to it by hun-
ger. So strong was the temptation, and so sweet did that
morse| taste, that Mark felt he might not refrain unless he had
something to occupy his mind for a few minutes. Taking a
small swallow of the wine-and-water, ke again got on his feet,
and staggered to the drawer in which poor Captain Crutchely
had kept his linen. Here he got a shirt, and tottered on as far
as the quarter-deck. Beneath the awning Mark had kept the
section of a hogshead, as & bathing-tab, and for the purpose of
catebiog the rain water that ran from the awning, Kitty often
visiting the ship and drinking from this reservoir.

The iovalid found the tub full of fresh and sweet water, and,
throwing aside the shirt in which he had laiz eo long; he rather
fell than seated bimself in the water. After remaining a suffi-
cient time to recover his breath, Mark washed his head, and
‘ong-matted beard, ard all parts of his frame, as well as his
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. strength would allow. He must have remained in the water
geveral minutes, when he managed to tear himself from it, ss
fearfal of excess from this indulgence as from eating. The ia-
valid now felt like a new man! It is scarcely possible to ex-
press the change that came over his feelings, when he found
himself purified from the effects of so long a confirement in 8
foverish bed, without change, or nursing of any sort. After
drying himself as well as he could with s towel, though the
breeze and the climate did that office for him pretty effectusally,
Mark put on the clean, fresh shirt, and tottered back to his own
berth, where he fell on the mattress, nearly exhausted, It was
half an hour before he moved again, though all that time expe-
riencing the benefits of the nourishment taken, and the purifi-
cation undergone. The bath, moreover, had acted as a tonie, -
giving a stimulus to the whole system, At the end of the half
hour, the young man took another mouthful of the biscuit, half
omptied the tumbler, fell back ou his pillow, and was soon in a
sweet sleep.

It was near sunset when Mark loat his consciousness on this
occasion, nor did he recover it until the light of day was once
more cheering the cabin. He had slept profoundly twelve
hours, and this s¢ much the more readily from the circumstance
that he had previously refreshed himself with a bath and clean
linen, The first consciousness of his situation was accompanied
with the bleat of poor Kitty., That gentle animal, intended by
nature to mix with herds, had visited the cabin daily, and had
baen at the sick man’a side, when his fever was at ita height;
and had now come again, a3 if to inquire after his night’s rest.
Mark held out his hand, and spoke to his compsnion, for suzoh
she was, and thought she was rejoiced to hear his voice again,
and to be allowed to lick his hand. There was great consola-
tion in this mute intercourse, poor Mark feeling the want of
sympathy 80 wuch as to find a deep pleasure in this proof of
affection, even in a brute.

Mark now arose, and found himsel{ sensibly improved by his
night's rest, the washing, and the nourishment received, little
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18 the last had been, ITis first step was to empty the tumbler,
bread and all, Ther he tock another bath, the last doing
quite a3 much geod, he faancied, as bis breakfast. Al that day,
the young man managed his casc with the same self-denial and
prudence, consuming a ship’s biscuit in the course of the next
twenty-four hours, and taking two or three glasses of wine,
mixed with water and sweetened with sugaz. In the afternoon
ke endeavored to shave, but the first effort convizced him he
was getting well too fast.

It was thrice twenty-four hours after his first bath, before
Mark Woolston had sufficient strength to reach the galley and
light a fire. Ia this he then succeeded, and he treated himself
to a cup of good warm tea. He concocted some dishes of
arrowroot and cocoa, too, in the course of that and the next
day, continuing his baths, and changing his linen repeatediy.
On the fifth day, ke got off his beard, which was a vast relief to
him, and by the end of the week he actually crawled up on the
poop, where he could get a sight of his domains,

The Summit was fast getting to be really green in consider-
able patches, for the whole rock was now covered with grasa,
Eitty was feeding quietly encugh on the hill-side, the gentle
ereature having learned to pass the curtain at the gate, and
go up and down the ascents st pleasure. Mark scarce dared to
look for his hogs, but there they were rooting snd grunting
about the reef, actually fat and contented, He knew that this
foreboded evil to his garden, for the creatares must have died
for want of food during his illness, had not some such relief
been found. As yet, his strength would not allow him to go
ashore, and he was obliged to content himself with this distant
view of his estate. The poultry appeared to be well, and the
invalid fancied be sdiw chickens running at the side of one of
the hens,

It was a week later hefore Mark ventured to go as far as the
crater. On entering it, he found that his conjectures concern-
ing the garden were true. Two-thirds of it had been dug over
by the snouts of his pigs, quite as effectually as he could have
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dome it, in his vigor, with the spade. Tops and roots had
been demolished alike, and about as much wasted as had been
consumed. Kitty was found, fugrante delictu, nibbling at the
beans, which, by this time, were dead ripe. The pess, and
beans, and Indian corn had made good picking for the poultry;
and every thing possessing life had actually been living in aban.
dance, while the sick man had lain unconscious of even his own
existence, in & state as near death as life.

Mark found his awning standing, and was glad to rest an
hour or two in his hammock, after locking at the garden,
While there the hogs entered the crater, and made a meal be-
fore his eyes, To his surprise, the sow was followed by ten
little creatures, that were already getting to be of the proper
gize for eating. A ravenoms appetite was now Mark’s greatest
torment, and the coarse food of the ship was rather too heavy
for him. He had exhausted his wit in contriving dishes of
flour, and pined for something more grateful than salted beef
or pork. Although he somewhat distrusted his stremgth, yet
longing induced him to make an experiment. A fowling-piece,
loaded with ball, was under the awning; and freshening the
priming, the young man watched his opportunity when one of
the grunters was in a good position, and shot it in the head.
Then cuttivg its throat with a knife, he allowed it to bleed,
when he cleaned and shinned i¢. This last operation was not
very artistical; but it was necessary in the situation of our in-
valid. 'With the carcase of this pig, which was quite as much
a8 he conld even then earry back to the ship, though the ani-
mal was not yet six weeks old, Mark made certain savory aod
nourishing dishes, that contributed essentiaily to the restoration
of his strength, In the course' of the ensuing month, three
more of the pigs shared the same fate, as did half a dozen
of the brood of chickens already mentioned, though the last
were not yet halfgrown. But Mark felt, now, as if he eonld
eat the crater, though as yet he had not been able to ¢lamber
to the Bummit.
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CHAPTER X,

Vel long as natura's hemblest chiid
Hath kept her temple nodefled
By sloful sacrifica,
Earth's falrest scenes are il hin own,
e 18 & monarch, and bia throne
Ia Lullt amld the akles.”
Woaos,

Our youthful hermit was quite two months in regaining Ius
atrength, though by the end of one he was able to lock about
him, and turn his hand to many little necessary jobs, The first
thing he uudertook was to set up & gate that would keep the
snimals on the outside of the crater. The pigs had not only
consumed much the largest portion of his garden truck, but
they had taken a fancy to bresk up the ernst of that part of the
crater where the grass was showing itself, and fo this inrosd
upon his meadows, Mark had no disposition to submit. Hoe
had now ascertained that the surface of the plain, though of &
rocky appearance, was so far shelly and porous that the seeds
had taken very generally; and as soon as their roots worked
their way into the minute crevices, he felt certain they would,
of themselves, convert the whole surface into a soil enfficiently
rich to nourish the plants he wished to produce there. Under
such circumstances he did not desire the assistance of the hogs.
As yet, however, the animals had done good, rather than harm,
to the garden, by stirnng the soil up and mixing the sea-weed
sud decayed fish with it; but arong the grass they threatened
to be more destructive than useful. In most places the crust of
the plain was jost thick enough io bear the weight of & man,
and Mark, no geologist by the way, came to the conclusion that
it existed at all more through the agency of the salt deposited
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m ancient floods, than from any other canse.  According to the
great general law of the earth, soil should have been formned
from rock, and not rock from soil; though there certainly are
cases in which the earths indurate, as well a3 hecome disintegra-
ted. As we are not professing to give a scieutific account of

these matters, we shall simply state the facts, leaving better

scholars than ourselves to account for their existence,

Mark made his gate out of the fife-rail, at the foot of the
main-mast, sawing off the stanchions for that purpose. With a
little alteration it answered perfectly, being made to awing from
a post that was wedged into the arch, by cutting it to the
proper length, As this was the first attack upon the Rancocus
that had yet been made by axe or saw, it made the young man
melancholy; and it was only with great reluctance that he could
prevail on himself to begin what appeared like the commence-
ment of breaking up the good craft. It was done, however,
and the gate was hung; thereby saving the rest of the erop, It
was high time ; the hogs and poultry, to say nothing of Kitty,
having already got their full share, The inroads of the first,
however, were of use in more ways than oue, since they taught
our young caltivator a process by which he could get bis gar-
den turned up at a cheap rate, They also suggested to him an
idea that he subsequently turned to good account. Having dug
Lis rootsso early, it occurred to Mark that, in so low a climate,
and with such a store of manure, he might raise two cropsin a
year; those which came in the cooler months varying a Lttle
in their properties from those which came in the warmer. On
this hint he endeavored to improve, commencing anew beds
that, without it, would probably have lain fallow some months
longer.

In this way did our young mac employ himself until he
found bLis strength perfectly restored. But the severe illness he
had gone through, with the sad views it had given him of some
future day, when he might be compelled to give up life itself,
without & friendly hand to amooth his pillow or to close his eyes,
led him to think far more seriously than he kad done before, on
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the subject of the true character of our probationary condition
here on earth, and on the unknown and awful future to which
it leads us, Mark had been carefully educated on the subject
of religion, and was well enough disposed to enter into the in-
quiry in a suitable spirit of humility ; but the grave circumstan-
ces in which he was now placed, contributed largely to the clear-
ness of his views of the necessity of preparing for the final
change. Cut off, a3 he was, from all communjon with his kind;
cast on what was, when he first kmew it, literally a barven rock
in the midst of the vast Pacific Ocean, Mark found himself, by
a very natural operation of causes, in much closer communion
with his Creator, than he might bave been in the haunts of the
warld, On the reef, there was little to divert his thoughts from
their true course ; and the very ills that pressed upon him, be-
came 80 many gnides to his gratitude, by showing, through the
contrasts, the many blessings which had been left kim by tho
mercy of the hand that bad struck him, | The pights in that
climate and scason were much the pleasantest portions of
four-and-twenty hours. There were no exhalstions from de-
cayetd vegetable substances or stagnant pools, to create minsma,
but the air was as pure and little to be feared under a placid
moon 28 under a nocn-day sun. The first hours of night, there-
fore, were those in which our solitary man chose to take most of
hie exercizse, previously to his complete restoration to strength ;
and then it was that he naterally fell into ai obvious and health-
ful communion with the stars,

So far as the human mind has as yet been able to penetrate
the mysteries of our condition here on earth, with the double
connection between. the past and the future, all its just infer-
ences tend to the belief in an existence of a vast and bencficent
design.! We have somewhere heard, or read, that the gipsies
Lelieve that men are the fallen angels, toiling their way back-
ward on the fatal path along which they formerly rushed to,
perdition, This may not be, probably is not true, in its speciul
detail 'ﬁn‘. that men ars placed here to prepare themselves for
a futute and higher condition of existence, is not only sgreeable

|

——
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to cur consciousness, but is in harmcay with revelation. Among
the many things that have been revealed to us, where so many
are hid, we are told that our information is to increase, as wa
draw nearer to the millennium, until ** The whole earth shall be
filled with the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the
sca.””  'We may be far from that blessed day; probably are;
but he has lived in vain, who has dwelt his half century in the -
midst of the civilization of this, our own age, and does not see
around him the thousand preofs of the tendency of things to
the fulfilment of the decrees, announced to us ages ago by ihe
pens of holy men, Rome, Greece, Egypt, and all that we know
of the past, which comes purely of man and his passions ; em-
pires, dyuvasties, heresies, and novelties, come and go like the
changes of the seasons ; while the only thing that can be termed
stable, is the slow but sure progress of prophecy. XThe agencies
that kave been employed to bring about the great ¢cuds foretold
80 many centuries since, are so very natursl, that we often lose
sight of the mighty truth in its seeming simplicity, But the
signs of the times are not to be mistaken. Let any man of
fifty, for instance, turn his eyes toward the East, the land of
Jadea, and compare ita condition, its promises of to-day, with
those that existed in his own yoath, and ask himself how the
change has been produced. That which the Richards and Sts,
Louis of the middle ages could not effect with their armed
hosts, is about to happen as a consequence of causes so obvious
and simple that they are sactually overlooked by the multitude,
Tha Ottoman power and Ottoman prejudices are melting sway,
as it might be, under the heat of divine truth, which is clearing
for itself a path that will lead to the fulfilment of its owiﬂ
dictionsa.

Among the agents that are to be employed, in impressing
the human race with a sense of the power and benevolence of
the Deity, wo think the acience of astronomy, with its mechan-
ical auxiliaries, i to act its full share, The more deeply wo —
penetrate into the areana of pature, the stronger becomes tha
proofs of design ; and a deity thus obviously, tangibly admitted,



———

154 THE CRATER:

the more profonrd will become the reverence for his character
and power. In Mark Woolston’s youtk, the great progress
which has since beer made in astronomy, more especially in
the way of its details through observations, had but just com-
menced. A vast deal, it is true, had been accomplished in the
way of pure science, though but little that came home to the
uoderstandings and feelings of the mass. Mark’s education had
given him an outline of what Herschel and his contemporaries
had been about, however; and when he sat on the Summit,
communing with the stara, and through those distant and still
unknown worlds, with their Divine First Canse, it was with as
much familiarity with the subject as usually belongs to the
liberally educated, without carrying a particular branch of learn-
ing into its recesses. He had increased his school acquisitions
a little, by the study and practice of navigation, and had
several works that he was fond of reading, which may have
made him a somewhat more accurate astronomer thao those
who get only leading ideas on the subject. Hours at a time
did Mark linger on the Summit, studying the stars in the clear,

- transparent stmosphere of the tropics, his spirit struggling the

while to get ioto closer communion with that dread Being which
had produced sll these mighty resnlts; among which the exis-
tence of the earth, its revolutions, its heats and colds, its misery
sud happiness, are but specks in the incidents of a universe.
Previously to this period, he had looked into these things from

" curiosity and a love of science; now, they impressed him with

the deepest sense of the power and wisdom of the Deity, and

. caused him the better to understand his own position in t.he

ecale of created beings.

Not only did our young hermit study the stars with his own
eyes, but he bad the aid of instruments, The akip bad two
very good spy-glasses, and Mark himself was the owner of a
very neat reflecting telescope, which he had purchased with hia
wages, and had brought with bim as a source of amusement and
instruction. To this telescope there was a brass stand, and he
conveyed it to the tent on the Summit, where it was kept tm
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use. Aided by this instrament, Mark could sce the satellites
of Jupiter and Saturn, the ring of the latier, the belts of the
former, and many of the phenomena of the moon. Of course,
the spherical forms of all the nearer planets then knowa ta
astronomers, were plainly to be seen by the assistance of this
instrument ; and there is no one familiar fact connected with
our observations of the heavenly bodies, that strikes the humav
mind, through the senses, as forcibly as this, For nesr a month,

Mark almost passed the nights gazing at the stars, and reflect~ -

ing on their origin and uses, He had no expectations of mak-
ing discoveries, or of even adding to his own stores of knowl-
edge: but his thoughts were brought nearer to his Divine
Creator by investigations of this sort; for where s zealous
mathematician might have merely exuvlted in the couofirmation
of some theory by means of a fact, he saw the hand of Ged

instead of the sofution of a problem. Thrice happy would it -
be for the man of science, could he ever thus hold his powers .

in sabjection to the great object for which they were brought
into existence; and, ioatead of exulting im, and quarrelling
about the pride of human reason, be brought to humble himself
and his utmost learning, at the feet of infinite knowledge, and
power, and wisdom, as they are thus to be traced in the path
of the Ancient of Days!

By the time bis strength returned, Mark had given up,
sltogether, the hope of ever sceing DBetts again. It was just
possible that the poor fellow might fall in with a ship, or find
his way to soma of the islands; but if he did so, it woald be
the result of chunce and not of caleulations. The pinnace was
well provisioned, had plenty of water, and, tempests excepted,
was quite cqual to navigating the Pacific; and there was a faint
hope that Bob migh-t continue his course to the eastward, with
a certainty of reaching some part of South America in time.
If he should take this course, and succeed, what would be the
consequence? Who would put sufficient faith in the story of &
simple seaman, like Robert Betts, and sond & ship to look for
Mark Woolston? E&hese later times, the government would
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doubtless despatch a vessel of war on such an errand, did no
other means of rescuing the man offer; but at the close of the
lsst century, government did not exercise that much of power.
It ncarcely protected its seamen from the English press-gang
and the Algerine slave-driver; much less did it think of resco-
ing & solitary individuat froma a rock in the midst of the Pacific.
American vessels did then roam over that distant ocean, but it
was comparatively in small numbers, and under circumatances
that promised but little to the hopes of the hermit.] If was a
subject ke did not like to dwell on, and he kept his thoughts
as much diverted from it asit was in his power so to do,

The season had mow advanced into as much of autumn as
could be found within the tropics, and ou land so low.  Every
thing in the garden had ripened, and much had been thrown
out to the pigs and poultey, in anticipation of its decay. Mark
saw that it was time to recommence his beds, selecting snch
geed as would best support the winter of that climate, if winter
it could be called. In looking around him, he made a regular
survey of all his possessions, inquiring into the state of cach
plant he had put into the ground, as well as into that of the
ground itself. Fimt, then, as respects the planta.

The growth of the oranges, lemons, cocoa-nuts, limes, figs,
etc., placed in rows beneath the cliffs, had been prodigious.
The water had run off the adjacent rocks and kept them well
moistened most of the season, though a want of rain was
seldom kuown on the reef, Of the two, too much, rather than
too little water fell ; a circumstance that was of great service,
however, in preserving the stock, whick had used littie beside
that it found in the pools, for the last ten months, The
shrobs, or little trees, were quite a foot high, and of an excel-
lent color. Mark gave each of them a dressing with the hoe,
and maoured all with a sufficient quantity of the guano. About
haif be transplanted to spots more favorable, putting the cocos-
nuts, in particular, as near the sea as he could get them.

‘With respect to the other plants, it was found that each had
flourished precisely in proportion to its adaptation to the cli-
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mate. The products of some were increased in size, while
those of others had dwindled. Mark took note of these facts,
determining to cultivate those mest which succeeded best. The
meloas of both sorts, the tomatoes, the egg-plants, the peppers,
cueumbers, onions, beans, corn, sweet potatoes, etc., etc., had
all Aourished ; while the Irish potato, in particular, had scarce
produced a tuber at all.

As for the soil, on examination Mark fonnd it kad boen
greatly improved by the manure, tillage, and water it had re-
eeived. The hogs were again let in to turn it over with their
snouts, and this they did most effectually in the course of two
or three days. . By this time, in addition to the thres grown
porkers our young man posscssed, there were no less than nine
young ones. This number was getting to be formidable, and
he saw the necessity of killing off, in order to keep them with-
in reasonsable limits. One of the fattest and best he converted
into pickled pork, not from any want of that article, there being
still enoegh left in the ship to Jast him several years, but be-
cause he preferred it corned to that which had been in salt so
long a time. He saw the mistake he had made in allowing the
pigs to get to be so large, since the meat would spoil long be-
fore he could consume even the smallest-sized shoats. For
their own good, however, he was compelled to shoot no less
than five, and these he buried entire, iz deep places in his gar-
den, having heard that earth which had imbibed animal sub-
stances, in this way, was converted into excellent manure.

Mark now made a voyage to Loam Island, in quest of a
cargo, using the raft, and towing the dingumi, It was on this
occasion that our young man was made to feel how much he
had lost, in the way of labor, in being deprived of the assist-
ance of Bob. He succeeded in loading his raft, however, and
was just about to sail for home again, when it occurred to him
that poseibly the sceds and roots of the asparagus he had put
into a cormer of the deposit might bave come to something,
Sare enough, or going to the spot, Mark found that the seed
had taken well, and hundreds of young plants were growing
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fourishingly, while planta fit to eat had pnshed their tops
through the loam, from the roots. This was an important dis-
covery, asparagus being a vegetable of which Mark was exceed-
ingly fond, and ove easily cultivated. In that climate, and in
a soil sufficiently rich, i might be made to send up new shoots
the entire year; and there waa little fear of scurvy so long as he
conld oblain pienty of this plant to eat. The melons and other
vegetables, however, had removed all Mark’s dread of that for-
midable disease ; more especially as he had now eggs, chickens,
and fresh fish, the latter in quantities that were almost oppres-
sive. In a word, the means of subsistence now gave the young
man no concern whatever. When he first found himself on a
barren rock, indeed, the idea had almost struck terror into his
mind; but, now that he had ascerfained that the crater could
be cultivated, and promised, like most other extinct volcanoes,
unbounded fertility, he could no longer apprehend a disease
which is commonly owing to salted provisions.

‘When Mark found his health completely re-established, he sat
down and drew up a regular plan of dividing his time between
work, contemplation, and awmusement. Fortunately, perhaps,
for one who lived in a climate where vegetation was so luxuriant
when it could be produced at all, work was pressed into his ser-
vice a3 an amusement. Of the last, there waa certainly very
Little, in the commeon acceptation of the word ; but our hermit
was not without it altogether, He studied the habite of the
sea-birds that congregated in thousands around so many of tho
rocks of the reef, though so few ascarce ever ventured om the
crater island. He made voyages to and fro, usually connect-
ing business with pleasure. Taking favorable times for such
purposes, he floated several cargoes of loam to the reef, as well
as two emormous rafis of sea-weed. Mark was quite a month
in getting these materials into his compost heap, which he in-
teaded should lie in a pile during the winter, in order that it
might be ready for spading in the spring. 'We use these ternis
by way of distingaishing the seasons, though of winter, strictly
speaking, there was none. Of the two, the grass grew better
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at mid-winter then at mid-swmmer, the absence of the burning
heat of the last being favorable to its growth. As the season
advanced, Mark saw his grass very sensibly increase, not only
in surface, but in thickness, There were now spots of some
size, where a turf was forming, natare performing all her
tasks in that genial climate in about a fourth of the time it
would take to effect the same object in the temperate zone, On
examining these places, Mark came to the conclusion that the
roots of his grasses acted as cultivators, by working their way
into the almost insensible crevices of the crnst, letting in air and
water to places whence they had bhitherto been excluded. This
seemed, in particular, o be the case with the grass that grew
within the crater, which had inereased so much in the coursa
of what may be termed the winter, that it was really fast con-
verting a plain of a light drab color, that was often painful to
the eyes, into a plot of as lovely verdure as ever adorned the
mesdows of a Swiss cottage. It became desirable to keep this
grass down, and Kitty being unable to crop a meadow of so
many acres, @rk was compelled to admit his pigs and poultry
again. This he did at stated times only, however; or when he
was at work himself in the garden, and could prevent their dep-
redations on his beds, The rooting gave him the most trouble;

* but this he contrived, in a great measure, to prevent, by admit-
ting his hogs only when they were eager for grass, and furning
them out as soon as they began fo generalize, like an epicura
picking hia nuts after dianer.

It was somewhere near mid-winter, by Mark’s calenlations,
when the young man commenced a new task that was of great
importance to his comfort, and which might affect his future
life. He had long determined to lay down & boat, one of snffi-
cient size to explore the whole reef in, if not largo enough to
carry him out to sea. The dingui was altogether too small for
lebor; though excoedingly usefnl in its way, and capable of
being managed even in pretty rough water by a skilful hand, it
wanted both weight aud room. It was difficult to float in even
a raft of pea-weed with so light a boat; and, as for towing the
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raft, it was pext to impossible, DBut the raft was nnwieldy,
and, whea loaded down, besides earrying very little for its great
weight, it was very much at the mercy of the currents and
waved, Then the construction of a boat was having an 1m-
portant purpose in view, and, in that sense, was a desirable
undertaking.

Mark had learned so much in patting the pinnace together,
that he believed himself equal to this new undertaking. Mate-
rials enough remained in the ship to make hslf a dozen boats,
and, in tumbling over the lumber, he kad found a quantity of
stoff that had evidently been {aken in with a view to repair
bosts, if not absolutely to construct them. A ship’s hold is such
an omnium gatherum, stowage being necessarily so close, that it
usually requires time for one who does not know where to put
his hand on every thing, to 2scertain how much er how little is
to be found in it, Such was the fact with Mark, whose court-
ship and mareiage had made a considerable inroad on his duties
as a mate. As he overhauled the hold, he daily found fresh
reasons for believing that Friend Abraham White had made
provisions, of one sort snd another, of which he was profeundly
ignorant, but which, as the voyage had termivated, proved to
be of the greatest utility., Thus it was, that just as he was about
to commence getting out these great requisites from new planks,
he came across a stem, stern-frame, and keel of & boat, that was
intended to be eighteen feet long. Of course, our young man
profited by this discovery, getting the materials of all sorts, in-
cluding theae, round to the ship-yard by means of the raft.

For the next two months, or until he had reason to believe
spring had fairly set in, Mark toiled faithfully at his hoat,
Portions of his work gave him a great deal of trouble; some
of it on aceount of ignorance of the eraft, and some on account
of his being slone. Getting the awning up anew cost poor
Mark the toil of several days, and this because his singloe
strength was not suflicient to hoist the corners of that heavy
course, even when sided by watch-tackles. He was compelled
to rig a erab, with which he effected his purpose, reserving the
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machine to aid him on other cccasions. Thern the model of
the boat cost him a great deal of time and labor. Mark knew
& good bottom when he saw it, but that was a very different
thing from knowibg how to maske ome. Of the rules of
draughting he was altogether ignorant, and his eye was his
only guide. He adopted a plan that was sufficiently inge-
nions, though it wonld never do to build a nsvy on the samo
principle.

Having a great plenty of deal, Mark got out in the rough
sbout twice as many timbers for one side of his bost as would
be required, in this thin stuff, when he set them up in their
places. Aided by this beginring, the young man began to dub
and cot away, until he got each piece into something very near
the shape his eye told him it ought to be. Even after he had
got as far a3 this, our boat-builder passed & week in shaving,
and planing, and squinting, and in otherwise reduciog his lines
to fair proportions, Satisfied, at length, with the bottom he
had thus fashioned, Mark tock out just ope-half of his pieces,
leaving the other half standing, After these moulds did he
saw and cut his boat's timbers, making, in each instance, dupli-
cates. 'When the ribs and floors of his craft were ready, he
get them up in the vacancies, and secured them,after making
an accurate fit with the pieces left standing. On knocking
awsy the desl portions of his work, Mark had the frame of his
boat complete. This was much the most troublesome part of
the whole job; nor was it finished, when the young man was
obliged, by the progress of the seasons, to quit the ship-yard
for the garden.

Mark had adopted a system of diet and a care of his person,
that kept him in perfect health, illness being the evil that he
most dreaded. His food was more than half vegetable, several
plants having come forward even in the winter ; and the aspar-
agrns, in particular, yielding at a rate that would have made the
fortune of a London gardener. The size of the plants he cut
was really astounding, a dozen stems actually making & meal.

The hens laid all winter, and eggs were never wanting. The
647
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corned pork gave substance, as well as a relish, to all the
dishes the young man cocked ; and the tes, sugar, and coffee
promising to hold out years longer, the table still gave him
little concern. Once in a month, or so, he treated himself to a
bean-soup, or & pea-soup, using the stores of the Rancocus for
that purpose, foreseeing that the salted meats would apoil after
a time, and the dried vegetables get to be worthless, by means
of insects and worms. By this time, however, there were
fresh crops of both those vegeisbles, which grew better in the
winter than they could in the summer, in that hot climate,
Fish, too, were used as a change, whenever the youog man had
an inclination for that sort of food, which was as often as three
or four times & week ; the little pan-fish already mentioned be-
ing of a sort of which one would scarcely ever tire.

It being a matter of some moment to save unovecessery labor,
Mark seldom cooked more than once in twenty-four hours,
and then barely enough to last for that day. In consequence
of this rule, he soon learned how little was really necessary for
the waats of one person, it being his opinicn that s quarter of
an acre of such soil as that which now composed his garden,
would more than furnish sl the vegetables he could consume.
The soil, it i@ true, waa of a very superior quality. Although

" it had lain so long unproductive and seemingly barren, now
that it had been stirred, and air and water were admitted, and
guaro, and sea-weed, and loam, and dead fish had been ap-
plied, and sll in quantities that would have been deemed very
ample in the best-wrought gardens of Cliristendom, the acre he
had uader tillage might be said to have been bronght to the
highest stage of fertility. It wanted a little in consistency,
perhaps; but the compost heap was very large, containing
enough of sall the materials just mentioned to give the garden
another good dressing.  As for the grass, Mark was convinced
the gnano was allsnfficient for that, and this he took care to
apply as often as once in two or three montha,

Our young ruan was never tired, indeed, with feasting his
eyes with the manper in which the grass had spread over the
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mount. It is true, that he had scattered seed, at odd and fa-
vorable moments, over most of it, by this time; and he was
persuaded the roots of those first sown would have extended
themselves, in the course of a year or two, over the whole Sum-
mit, Nor were these grasses thin and sickly, threatening as
early an extinction as they had been quick in coming to matu-
rity. On the contrary, after breaking what might be called the
crust of the rock with their vigorous though nearly invisible
Toots, they made a bed for themselves, on which they promised
to repose for ages. ‘The great frequency of the rains favored
their growth, and Mark was of opiunion, afler the experience of
one summer, that his little mountain might be green the year
round.

‘We have called the mount of the crater little, but the term
ought not to be used in reference to auch a hilt, when the extent
of the island itself was considered. DBy actnal measurement,
Mark had ascertained that there was one kroll on the Summit,
which was just seventy-two feet sbove the level of the rock.
'The average height, however, might be given as somewhat lesa
than fifty. Of surface, the rocky barrier of the crater had al-
most a3 much as the plain within it, though it was so broken
and upeven as not to appear mear as large, Kitty bad long
since determined that the Lill was more than large enough for
all her wants; and glad enough did she seem when Mark sue-
ceeded, after & great deal of difficulty, in driving the hogs up &
flight of steps he had made within the crater, to help her crop
the herbage. As for the rooting of the last, so long as ‘hey
were on the Summit, it was so much the better; since, in that
climate, it was next to impossible to kill grass that was once
fuirly in growth, and the more the crust of the ashes was broken,
the more rapid and abundant would be the vegetation.

Mark had, of course, abandoned the-idea of corntinning to
cultivate his melons, or any other vegetables, on the Summit,
or he never would have driven his hogs thero. He was unwill-
ing, notwithstanding, to lose the henefit of the deposits of seil
. snd manore which he and Bob had made there with so much
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labor to themselves. After reflecting what he conld do with
them, he came to the conclusion that he wonld make small en-
closures around some fifteen or twenty of the places, and trans-
plant some of the fig-trees, orange-trees, limes, lemons, ete.,
which still stoed rather too thick within the crater to ripen
their fruits to advantage. In order to make these little enclo-
sures, Mark merely drove info the earth short posts, passing
around them old rope, of which there was a superabundance on
boerd the ehip. This arrangement suggested the idea of fenc-
ing in the garden by the same means, in order to admit the pigs
to eat the grass, when he was not watching them. By the time
these dispositions were made, it was necessary to begin again to
put in the seeds.

On this occasion Mark determined to have a succession of
erops, and not to bring on every thing at once, as he had done
the first year of his tillage, Accordingly, he would manure and
bresk up & bed, and plant or sow it, waiting a few days before
he began another. Experience had told him that there was
never an end to vegetation in that climate, and he saw no unse
in pushing his labors faster than he might require their fruits.
It was true, certain plants did better if permitted to come to
maturity in particular periods, but the season was 8o long as
very well to allow of the arrapgement just mentioned. As this
distribution of hia time gave the young man a good deal of
leisure, he employed it in the ship-yard. Thes the boat and
the garden were made to advance together, and when the last
was sown and planted, the first was planked. 'When the last
bed was pot in, moreover, those first set in order were already
giving forth their incresse. Mark had abundance of delicious
salad, young onions, radishes that seemed to grow like mush-
rooms, young pess, beans, etc., in quantities that enabled him
to turn the hogs out on the reef, and keep them well on the
refuse of his garden, assisted a little by what was always to be
picked up on the rocks,

By this time Mark had settled on a system which he thought
to pursne. There was no use in his raising.more pigs than he
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eould use. | Taking care to preserve the breed, therefore, he
killed off the pigs, of which he had fresh litters, from time tc
time ; and when he found the old hoga getting to be trounble-
some, a8 swine will become with years, he just shot them, and
buried their bodies in his compost heap, or in his garden, where
one common-sized hog would render highly fertile several yarda
square of earth, or ashes. This practice he continued ever after,
extending it to his fowls and ducks, the latter of which pro-
duced a great many eggs. By rigidly observing this rule, Mark
avoided an evil which is very common even in inhabited coun-
trics—that of keeping more stock than is goed for their own@
8ix or eight hens laid more eggs than he could consume, and
there was always a sufficient supply of ehickens for his wants. In
short, our hermit had every thing he actuslly required, and
most things that could contribute to his living in great abun-
dance. The necessity of cooking for himself, and the wart of
pure, cold spring water, were the two greatest physical bard-
ehips he endured. 'There were moments, indeed, when Mark
would have gladly yielded one-half of the advantages he actually
possessed, to have a good spring of living water. Then he
quelled the repinings of his spirit at this privation, by endeav-
oring to recall how many blessings were left at his command,
compared to the wants and sufferings of many another ship-
wrecked *mariner of whom he had read or heard.

The epring passed as pleasantly as thoughts of home and
Bridget would allow, and his beds and plantations fiourished to
2 degree that surprised him. As for the grass, as soon as it
once got. root, it became a most beneficial assistant to his plans
of husbandry. Nor was it grass alone that rewarded Mark's
labors and forethought in his meadows und pastures, Various
flowers appesred in the herbage ; and he was delighted at find-
ing & little patch of the common wild strawberry, the seed of
which had doubtless got mixed with those of the grasses, In-
stead of indulging his palate with a taste of this delicious and
most salubrious fruit, Mark earefally collected it all, made a bed
io higr garden, and included the cultivation of this among his
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other plants, He would not disturb a single root of the twenty
or thirty different shoots that he found, all being together, and
coming from the same cast of his hand while sowing, lest it
might die; but with the seed of the fruit, he was less chary.
QOue thing strnck Mark as singular, Thus far his garden was
absolutely free from weeds of every sort, The sced that he
put into the ground came up, and nothing else. This greatly
simplified his toil, though he had no doubt that, in the course
of time, he should meet with intruders in his beds, He could
only account for this circumatance by the facts, that the ashea
of the voleano contained of themselves no combination of the
elements necessary to produce plants, and that the manures he
nsed, in their nature, were free from weeds,
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CHAPTER XL

*The glcbe sronnd earth’s hollow surface shaken,
And ia the ceiling of her sleeping sons:
O'er devastation we bllod revels keeps
Whils baried towns suppart the dsncer's heela,™
Youxa.

It was again mid-summer ere Mark Woclston had his hoat
ready for launching. He had iaken things leisurely, and com-
pleted his work in all its parts, before he thought of putting the
craft into the water. Afraid of worms, he used some of the
old copper on thia boat, foo; and he painted her, inside and
out, not only with fidelity, but with taste, Although there was
ne one but Kitty to talk to, he did not forget to paint the pame
which he had given to his new vessel, in her stern-sheets, where
he could always see it. She was called the “Bridget Yardley;”
and, notwithstanding the unfavorable circumstances in which she
had been put together, Mark thought she did no discredit to her
beantiful namesake, when completed. When he had every
thing finished, even to mast and sails, of the last of which he
fitted her with main-sail and jib, the young man sct about his
preparations for getting his vessel afloat.

There was no process by which one man conld move a boat
of the size of the Bridget, while out of ita proper element, but
to launch it by means of regular ways, With a view to this con
tingency, the keel had been laid between the ways of the Nesh-
amony, which were now all ready to be used, Of course it was
no great job to make a cradle for a boat, and our beat-builder
had “wedged up,” and got the keel of his craft off the
¢blocks,” within eight-and-forty hours after he had begun upon
that part of his task. It only remained to knock away the



1i3:1 THE CRATEBR:

spur-shores, and start the boat. Until that instant, Mark had
pursued his work on the Bridget as mechanically and steadily
as if hired by the day. "Wken, however, he perceived that he
wasg 8o near his gozl, a floed of sensations came over the young
man, and his limbs trembled to a degree that compelied him
to be seated, Who could tell the consequences to which that
boat might lead? Who knew but the * Bridget” might prove
the means of carrying him to his own Bridget, and restoring
him to civilized life? At that instact, it appeared to Mark as
Jif his existence depended on the launching of his boat, and
ke was fearful some unforesecn accident might prevent it. He
was obliged to wait several minutes in order to recover his self-
possession,

At length Mark succeeded in subduing this feeling, and he
resumed his work with most of his former self-command.
Every thing being ready, he knocked away the spur.shores, and,
finding the boat did not start, he gave it a blow with & maul.
This set the mass in motion, and the little craft elid down the
ways without any interruption, until it became water-born, when
it shot out from the reef like a duck. Mark was delighted with
his mew vessel, now that it was fairly afloat, and saw that it
sat on an even keel, according to his best hopea, Of course he
had not neglected to secure it with a line, by which he hauled
it in toward the rock, securing it 1o a natural hasin which was
just large enmough for such & purposs. Bo great, indeed, were
his apprehensions of losing his boat, which now seemed so pre-
cious to him, that he had worked aome ring-bolts out of the
ship and let them into the rock, where he had secured them by
means of melted lead, in order to make fast fo,

The Bridget was not more than a fourth of the size of the

-Neshamony, though rather more than half as long. Neverthe-
less, she wasa good boat; and Mark, knowing that he must de-
pend on sails principally to move her, hed built a short deck
forward to prevent the seas from breaking aboard her, as well
as to give him a place in which he might stow away various ar.
ticles, under cover from the rain. Her ballast was breakers,
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filled witt frcsh water, of which thers still rematuced severst in
the ship. All these, as well as her masts, sails, oars, etc., were
in her when she was launched ; and that important event hav-
ing taken place early in the morning, Mark counld not restrain
his impatiance for a cruise, but determined to go ocut on the
reef at once, farther than he had ever yet ventured in the
dingni, in order to explore the seas aroand him. Accordingty,
he put eome food on board, loosened his fasts, and made sail,

The instant the boat moved ahead, and began to obey her
helm, Mark felt as if he had found a new compavion. Hitherto
Kitty had, in 2 measure, filled this place ; but a boat had been
the yonng man’s delight on the Delaware, in his boyhood, and
he had not tacked his present craft more than two or three
times, before he canght himself talking to it, and commending
it, as he would a humsn being. As the wind usually blew in
the same dircction, and generally a good stiff breeze, Mark
beat up between the rcef and Guano Island, working round
the weather end of the former, until he came out at the anchor-
age of the Rancocus.  After beating about in that basin a littla
while, as if merely to show off the Bridget to the ship, Mark
put the former close by the wind, and stood off in the channel
by which he and Bob bad brought the latter into her present
berth. )

It was easy enough to avoid all such breskers as wonld be
dangerous to s boat, by simply keeping out of white water;
but the Bridget could pass over most of the reefs with impunity,
on account of the depth of the sea ou them. Mark beat up, on
short tacks, therefore, until he found the two buoys between
which he had brought the ship, and passing to windward of
them, be stood off in the direction where he expectad to find
the reef over which the Rancocus had beaten. He was not
long in making this discovery. There still floated the buoy of
the bower, watching as faithfully ss the seaman on his look-
out! Mark ran the boat up to this weil-tried sentinel, and
canght the lanyard, kolding on by it, after lowering his sails.

The boat was now moored by the buoy-rope of the ship’s

8
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anchor, and it occurred to our young man that & certain use
might be made of this melancholy memorial of the calamity
that had befullen the Rancocus. The anchor lay quite neara
reef-—on i, indeed, in one sense ; and it was in such places that
fish most abounded, Fishing-tackle was in the boat, and Mark
let down a line. His success was prodigious. The fish were
hauled in almost as fast as he could bait and lower his hook,
and what was more, they proved to be larger and finer than
those taken at the old fishing-grounds. By the experience of
the half hour he passed at the spot, Mark felt certain ihat he
could fill his boat there in a day’s fishing. After hauling in
some twenty or thirty, however, he cast off from the lanyard,
hoisted his sails, and erossed the reef, still working to wind-
ward,

It was Mark's wisk to learn something of the nature and ex-
tent of the shoals in this direction. 'With this object in view,
he continued beating up, sometimes passing boldly through
ghallow water, at others going about to avoid that which he
thoﬁght might be dangerous, until he belicved himself to be
about ten miles fo windward of the island. The ship’s masts
were his beacon, for the crater had sunk below the horizon, o1
if visible at all, it was only at intervals, as the boat was lifted on a
swell, when it appeared a low hummock, nearly awash, Ii was
with difficalty that the naked spars could be seen at that dis-
tance ; nor could they be, except at moments, and that because
the compass told the young man exactly where to look for
them,

As for the appearance of tho reefs, no uaked rock was sny-
where to be seen in this direction, though there were abundant
evidences of the existenca of shoals, As well as he could judge,
Mark was of opinion that these shoals extended at least twenty
miles in this direction, he having turned up fully five leagues
without gettiog clear of them. At that distance from his soli-
tary home, and ont of sight of every thing like land, did tha
young man eat his frugal, but good and nowrishing dinner,
with his jib-sheet to windward and the boat bove-to. The
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freshness of the breeze had induced him to reof, and under that
ghort aail, he found the Bridget every thing he could wish. Tt
was now about the middle of the afternoon, and Mark thought
it prudent to turn out his reef, and run down for the crater. In
half an hour he caught a pight of the spars of the ship; and
ten minutes later, the Bummit appeared above the horizon,

It had been the intention of oar young sailor to etay out all
pight, had the weather been promicing, His wish was to ascer-
tzin how he wight manage the boat, single-handed, while he
slept, aud also to learn the extent of the shoals, As the ex-
traordinary fertility of the crater superseded the necessity of
his laboring much to keep himself supplied with food, he had
formed & plan of cruising off the shoals, for days at a time, in
the hope of falling in with something that was paming, and
which might carry him back to the haunts of men., No veasel
would or could come in sight of the crater, so long as the
existence of the reefs was known; but the course steered by
the Rancocus was a proof that ships did occasionelly pass in
that quarter of the Pacificc. Mark had indulged in ne visionary
hopes on this subject, for he imew he might keep in the offing
atwelvemonth end sce nothing; but an additional twenty-four
honrs might realize &ll his hopes. .

The wesather, however, on this his first experiment, did not
encourage him to remain out the whole night. On the contra-
ry, by the time the crater was in sight, Mark thought he had
not seaa a more portentous-looking sky since he had boen on
the reof. There was a fiery redness in the atmosphere that
alarmed him, and he would have rejoiced to be at home, in
order o secure his stock within the crater. From the appear-
ances, he anticipated another tempest with its flood. It is truae, it
wasa not the season when the last oceurred, but the climate might
admit of these changes, The difference between summer and
winter was vary trifling on that reef, and a hurricane, or a gale,
waa aa likely to occur in the one as in the other.

Just as the Bridget was passing the two buoys by which the
ship-channel had been marked, her sail flapped. This was'a
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bad omen, for it betokened a shift of wind, which rarely hap-
pened, uoless it might be from six montha to six months, without
being the precursor of some sort of a storm, Mark was still
two miles from the reef, and the little wind there was soon
came ahead. Lauckily, it was smooth water, and very little air
sufficed to force that light craft ahead, while there was nsuslly a
cutrent setting from that point toward the crater. The birds,
moreover, seemed uneasy, the air being filled with them, thou-
sands flying over the boat, around which they wheeled, scream-
ing and apparently terrified. At first Mark aseribed this una-
sual behavior of his feathered neighbors to the circumstance of
their now secing & boad, for the commencement of such an ac-
quaintance ; but, recollecting how often he had passed their
hauots in the dingui, when they would hardly get out of the
way, he soon felt certain there must be another reason for this
singular conduct,

The sun went down in a bank of lurid fire, and the Bridget
waa still a mile from the ship. A new apprehension now came
over our hermit. Should & tempest bring the wind violently
from the westward, as was very likely to bo the case under
actual circumstances, he might be driven out to ses, and, did
the little craft resist the waves, forced so far off as to make him
lose the reef altogether. Then it was that Mark deeply felt
bow much had been left him, by casting his lot on that heau-
tiful and luxuriant crater, instead of reducing Jim to those
dregs of misery which so many shipwrecked mariners are com-
pelled to swallow! Iow much, or how many of the blessings
that be enjoyed on the reef, would he not bave been willing to
part with, that evening, in order to secure 2 safe arrival at the
side of the Rancocus! By the uimost care to profit by every
puff of air, and by handling the boat with the greatest skill, this
happy result was obtained, however, without any sacrifice.

About nine o'clock, and nof sooner, the boat wasswell secured,
asd Mark went into his cabin. Here he knelt and returned
thanks to God, for his nafe return to a place that was getting to
be as precious to him as the love of life could render it, After
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this, tired with his day’s work, the young man got into his
berth and endeavored to aleep.

The fatigue of the day, notwithstanding the invigorating
freshness of the breeze, acted #s an anodyne, and our young
man soox forgot his adventures and his boat, in profound slam-
bers. It was many hours ere Mark awoke, and when he did, it
was with a sense of suffocation, At first he thought the ship
had taken fire, a lurid light gleaming in at the open door of the
cabin, and he sprang to his feet in recollection of the danger he
ran from the magazine, as well as from being burned. But no
cracking of flames reaching his ears, he dremsed lLastily and
went cut on the poop. He had just veached this deck, when
he felt the whole ship tremble from her truck to her keel, and a
rushing of water was heard on all sides of him, as if a flood
were coming, Hissing sounda were heard, and streams of fire
and gleams of lurid light were seen in the air. It was a terri-
ble moment, and one that might well induce any man to imag-
1ne that time was drawing to its close.

Mark Woolston now comprehended his situation, sotwith-
standing the intense darkmess which prevailed, except in those
brief intervals of lurid light., He had felt the shock of an
earthquake, and the volcano had suddenly become active,
Bmcke and ashes certainly filled the air, and cur poor hermit
instinctively looked toward his crater, already so verdant and
lively, in the expectation of seeing it vomit flames. Every thing
there was tranquil ; the danger, if danger there was, was assur-
edly more remote. But the murky vapor which rendered
breathing exceedingly difficult, also obstructed the view, and
- prevented his seeing where the explosion really was, For 2
brief epace our young man fancied he must certainly be suffoca-
ted; but a shift of wind came sad blew away the oppressive
vapor, clearing the atmosphere of its sulphurous and most offen-
give gases and odors, Never did feverish tongue enjoy the
cooling and healthful drauglt more than Mark rejeiced io this
change. The wind had got back to its old quarter, and the air
he respired soon became pure and refreshing. THad the impurs
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attnrosphere lasted ten minutes longer, Mark folt persuaded he
could not have breathed it with any safety.

The light was now most impatiently expected by our young
man. The minutes seemed to drag; but, at length, the nsuai
signs of returning day became apparent to him, and he got on
the bowsprit of the ehip, as if to meet it in its approach. Thero
Tie stood looking to the eastward, eager to have ray sfter ray
shoot into the firmament, when he was suddenly struck with a
chango in that quarter of the ocean, which at once proclaimed
the power of the effort which the earth had made in its subter-
ranean throes. Naked rocks appeared in places where, Mark
was certain, water in aboudance had existed a few hours before.
The sea~wall, directly shead of the ship, and which never showed -
itself above the surface more than two or three inches in any
part of it, and that only at exceedingly neap tides, was now not
only bare for & long distance, but parts rose ten and fifteen feet
above the sarrounding sea. This proved, at once, that the earth-
quake had thrust upward a vast surface of the reef, completely
attering the whole appearance of the shoal! Ir a word, nature
had made another effort, and islsnds had been created, as it
might be in the {winkling of an eye. '

Mark was no sooner assured of this stupendous fact, thao he
hurried on to the poop, in order to ascertain what changes had
oceurred in and about the crater. It had been pushed upward,
in common with all the rocks for miles on every side of if,
though without disturbing ite surface] By the computation of
our young man, the reef, which previously lay abonmt six feet
above the level of the ocean, was now fully twenty, so many
cubits having been, by one single but mighty effort of nature,
edded to ita stature, The planks which led from the stern of
the vessel to the shore, and which had formed a descent, were
row nearly level, so much water having left tho basin as to pro-
duce this change. Still the ship floated, enoagh remaining to
keep her keel clear of the bottom,

Impatient to learn ail, Mark ran ashore, for by this time it was
broad daylight, and hastened into the erater, with au intention
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to ascend at once to the Bummit. Ashe passed slong, he could
detect Do change whatever on the surface of the rerf, every
thing Iying just as it had been left, and the pigs sno poultry
were at their usual business of providing for their ow wants.
Ashes, however, were strewn over the rocks to a depth that left
Lis footprints as distinet as they could have been made “a a light
enow. Within the crater the same appearances were < bserved,
fully au inch of ashes covering its verdant pastures and the
whole gurden. This gave Mark very little concern, for ho knew
that the first rain wonld wash this drab-looking mantic iato the
earth, where it would answer all the purposes of a rich <iressing
of manare.

On reaching the Summit, our young man was enabled o form
a better opinion of the vast changes which had been wrought
arcund him, by this sudden elevation of the earth's crust Ev-
crywhere sea seemed to be converted into land, ov, at least, into
rock. All the white water had dissppesred, and in its place
arose islands of reck, or mud, or sand. A good deal of the
Iast was to bo seen, and some quite near the reef, as we shall atill
continus to eall the island of the crater, Island, however. it
could now hardiy be termed. Itis true that ribands of water
approached it on all eides, resembling creeks, and rivers, and
small sonnds; but, as Mark stood there on the Summit, it seem-
ed to him that it was now possible to walk for leagues, in every
direction, commencing at the crater and following the lines of
reefs, and rocks, and sands, that had been laid bare by the late
upheaving, The extent of this change gave him confidence ie {
ita permanency, and the young man hed hopes that what had :
thus been produced by the provideuce of God, would be per- | +
mitted to remain, to avswer his own benevolent purpeses. It
certainly made an immense difference in his own situation. The
hoat eould still be used, but it was now possibie for him to ram-
ble for hours, if pot for days, along the necks, and banks, and
hummocks, and swales that had been formed, and that with s}
dry foot. His limits were so much enlarged as to offer some
thing like a new world to his enterprise and curiosity. “

1
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The crater, nevertheless, was apparently about the centre of
 this new creation, To the sonth, it is true, the eye could not
penetrate more than two or three leagues. A vast, dun-looking
cloud stili covered the sea in that direction, veiling its surface
far aud wide, and mingling with the vapors of the upper
atmosphere, Somewhere withtn this clond, how far or how
near from him he knew not, Mark made no donbt & new outlet
to the pent forces of the inner carth was to be found, forming
another and an active crater for the exit of the fires beneath,
Geology was 8 science that had not made ita present progress
in the day of Mark Woolston, but his education had been too
good to Jeava him totally without a theory for what had hap-
pened. He supposed that the internal fires had produced so
much gas, just beneath this spot, as to open crevices at the bot-
tom of the ocean, through which water had flowed in suffi-
cient quantitics to create a vast body of stesm, which steam
had been the immediate agent of lifting so much of the rock
and land, and of causing the earthquake. At the same time,
the internal fires had acted in concert; and following an open-
" ing, they had got so near the surface as to force a chimmey for
their own exit, in the form of this new crater, of the existence
of which, from ali the sigus to the southward, Mark did not en-
tertain the smallest doubt,

This theory may have been true, in whole or in part, or it
may have been altogether erroneons.  Such speculations seldom
turn out to be minutely accurate. Bo many unkuown causes
exist in 80 many unexpected forms, as to render precise esti-
maten of their effects, in cases of physical phenomena, slmost
s uncertsin as those whick follow similar attempts at an analy-
sis of human motives and buman condset. The man who has
been much the subject of the conjectures and opiniona of his
fellow-creatures, in this way, must have many occasions to won-
der, and some to smile, when he sees how completely those
aroand him misjudge his wishes and impulses. Although
formed of the same substance, influenced by the same selfish
ness, and governed by the same passions, in nothing Jo men
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oftener err than in this portion of the exercise of their intellects,
The errors arise from one man’s rigidly judging his fellow by
himeelf, and thst which he would do he fancies others would
do also, This rule would be pretty safe, could we always pen-
etrate into the wants and longivgs of others, which quite as often
fail to correspond closely with our own, as do their characters,
fortunes, and hopes,

At first sight, Mark had a good deal of difficulty in under-
standing the predominant nature of the very many bodies of
water that were to be eeen on every side of him. On the
whole, thers still remained almost as much of one element as
* of the other, in the view ; which of itself, however, was a vast

change from what had previonsly been the condition of the
ghoals, Thero were large bodies of water, Httlo lakes in extent,
which it was obvious enougly must disappear under the process
of evaporation, uo communication existing between them and
the open acean, Buf, on the other hand, many of these ahcets
were sounds, or arms of the sea, that must always continue,
since they might be traced, far as eye conld resch, toward the
mighty Pacific. Such, Mark was induced to believe, was the
fact with the belt of water that still surrounded, or nearly sur-
rounded the reef; for, placed where he was, the young man
was unable to ascertain whether the latier had, or had not, at a
particnlar point, any land eommunicatiorn with an extensive
range of naked rock, sand, mud, and deposit, that stretched
away to the westward, for leagnes. - In obvious connection
with this broad reach of what might be termed bare ground,
were Guano and Loam Islands; neither of which was an island
any longer, except as it was a part of the whole formation
“around it. Nevertheless, our young man was not sorry to see
that the channel around the reef still washed the bases of
both those important places of deposit, leaving it in his power
to - trapsport their valuable manures by means of the raft, or

boat.

The situation of the ship next became the matter of Mark’s

most curious and intercsted investigation, She was clearly
648
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afloat, and the basin in which she rode had a communication on
each side of it, with the sound, or inlet, that still encircled the
reef, Descending to the shore, our young mariner got into the
dingui, and pulled ont round the vessel, to make a more minute
examination. So very liepid was the water of that ses, it was
sasy enongh to discern a bright object ou the bottom, at a
depth of several fathoms, There were no streams in that part of
the world to pour their deposits into the ocean, and air itself is
scarce more trausparent than the pare water of the ocean, wheu
unpolluted with any foreign substances. All it wants is Iight,
to enable the eye to reach into its mysteries for a long way.
Mark could very distinctly perceive the saod beneath the Rap.
cocus’ keel, and saw that the ship still floated two or three feet
clear of the bottom, It was near high water, however; and,
there being usually & tide of abont twenty inches, it was plain
enough that, on cerfain winds, the good old craft would come
in pretty cloze contact with the bottom. All expectation of
ever petting the vessel ont of the basin mmst now be certsinly
sbandoned, since she lay in a sort of cavity, where the water
was six or eight foet deeper than it was within 4 hundred yarda
on each side of ber. '

Having ascertained these facts, Mark provided himself with a
fowling-piece, provisions, ete., and set out to explore his newly-
acquired territeries on foot. His steps were first directed to
the point where it appeared {o the eye that the vast range of
dry land to the westward, extending both north and south, had
become connected with the reef  If such conrection existed at
all, it was by two very narrow necks of rock; of equal height,
both of which had come up out of the water under the late
action, which action had considerably altered and extended the-
shores of Crater Island. Sand appeared in various places along
these shores, now ; whereas, previously to the carthquake, they
had everywhere been nearly perpendicular rocks,

Mark was walking, with au impatient step, toward the neck
just mentioned, and which was at no great distance from the
ship-yard, when his eye was attracted toward a sandy beach of
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saveral acres in extent, that spread itself along the margin of the
rocks, as clear from every impurity as it was a few hours before,
when it kad been raised from out of the bosom of the ocean,
To him, it appeared that water was trickling throagh this sand,
coming from beneath the lava of the reef. At first, he snpposed
it was merely the remaine of some smail portion of the ocean
that had penetrated to a cavity within, and which was now
trickling back through the crevices of the rocks, to find its level,
under the great law of nature, But it looked so pleasant to sce
once more waler of any sort coming upward from the earth,
that the young man jumped down upon the sands, and hastened
to the spot for further inquiry. Scoopiag up a little of the
water in the hollow of his hand, he fouad it sweet, soft, and
deliciously cool. Here was a discovery, indeed! The physical
comfort for whick he most pined was thus presented to him, as
by a direct gift from heaven; and no miser whe had found. s
hoard of hidden gold, couid have felt so great pleasure, or a
‘tenth parf of the gratitude, of our young hermit, if hermit we
may call one who did not voluntarily seek his acclusion from
the world, and who worshipped God less as & penance, than
from love and adoration.

Before quitting this new-found treasure, Mark opened a cavi-
ty in the sand to receive the water, placiag stone arourd it to
make & convenient and clean little basin. In ten minutes this
place was filled with water almost as limpid as air, and every way
as delicious as the palate of man could require. The young man
could scarce tear himself away from the spot, bat, fearful of
drinking too much, he did so, after a time. Before quitting the
spring, however, ho placed a stons of some size at a gap in the
rock—a precantion that completely prevented the hogs, should
they stroll that way, from descending to the beach and defiling
§ho limpid basin. As soon as he had leisure, Mark resolved to
pink a barrel in the sand, and to build a fence around it ; after
which the stock might descend and drink at a pool he should
form below, at pleasure. ’

Mark proceeded. On reaching the parrowest part of the
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neck, he found that the rocks did not meet, but the reef
still remained au istand. The channel that separated the two
points of rock was only about tweaty feet wide, however, though
it was of fully twice that depth. The young man found it nee-
essary to go back to the ship-yard (no great distance, by the
way), and to bring a plank with which to make a bridge. This
done, he passed on to the newly emerged territory. As might
have been expected, the rocks were found tolerably well furnish-
ed with fish, which had got caught in pools and crevices when
the water flowed into the sea; and, what was of still more im-
pertance, another and a much larger spring of fresh water was
found quite near the bridge, gushing through a deposit of sand
of some fifteen or twenty acres in extent. The water of this
spring bad run down into a cavity, where it had already formed
a little lake of some two acres in surface, and whence it was
already running into the sea, by overflowing its banks. These
two discoveries induced Mark to return to the reef again, in
quest’of the stock, After laying another plank at his bridge,
he called every creature he had over into the new territory;
for so great was the command he had obtained over even the
ducks, that all came willingly at his call. As for Kitty, she
was never more happy than when trotting at hia side, secom-
panying bim in his walks, like a dog,

Glad enough were the pigs, in particular, to obtain this new
range. Here was every thing they counld want; food in thou-
sands, sand to root on, fresh water to drink, pools to wallow in,
and range for their migratory propensities. Mark had no sooner
set them at work on the sea-weed and shellfish that abounded
there, for the time being, at jeast, than he foresaw he should
have to ercct a gate at his bridge, and keep the hogs here most
of the time, 'With such a range, and the deposits of the tides
alone, they would have no great diffieulty in making their own
living, This would enable him to increase the number kept,
which he had hitherto been obliged to keep down with the
Toost rigid attention to the increase.

Mark now set out, in earnest, on his travels. He was absent
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from the reef the entire day. At one time, he thought he was
quite two leagues in a straight line from the ship, though he
had been compelled to walk four to get there. Everywhere
he found large shects of salt water, that had been left on tha
rocks, iu consequence of the cavities in the latter. Tn seversl
instences, these little lakes wers mear a mile in length, having
the most beautifolly undulating outlines. None of them were
deep, of course, though their bottoms varied, Some of these
bottoms were clean rock; others contaired large deposits of
mwnd; snd others, agsin, were of a clean, dark-colored sand,
One, and one only, had a bottom of a bright, light-colored sand.
As a matter of course, these lakes, or pools, must shortly evapo-
rate, leaving their bottoms bare, or encrusted with salt. Ore
thing gave the young man great satisfaction. He had kept
along the margin of the channel that commuaicated with the
water that surrounded the reef, and, when at the greatest dis-
tance from the crater, he ascended a rock that must havp had
an elevation of a hundred feet above the sea. Of course, most
of this rock had been above water previously to the late erup-
tion, and Mark had often seen it at a distance, though he had
never ventured through the white water near so far, in the din-
gui. When on its apex,.Mark got an extensive view of the
scene around him, In the first place, he traced the channel
just mentioned, quite into open water, which now appeared
distinctly not many leagues further, toward the north-west,
There were a great many other channels, some meve ribands of
water, others narrow sounds, and many resembling broad, deep,
serpentine creecks, which last was their true character, being
stricily inlets from the sea, The lakes, or pools, could be seen
in hundreds, ereating some confusion in the view ; but all these
must soon disappear, in that climate.

Toward the southward, however, Mark found the objects of
lis greatest wonder and admiration. By the time he reached
the apex of the rock, the smoke in that quarter of the horizon
had, in a great measure, risen from the sea; though a column
of it continuned to ascend toward s vast, dur-colored clond that
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overhung the place. To Mark’s astonishment he had seen some
dark, dense body firs} looming through the rising vapor. When
the last was sufficiently removed, a high, ragged mountain be-
came distinetly visible. He thought it arcse at least a thousand
feet above the ocean, and that it conld not be less than a leagne

"in extent. This exhibition of the power of natare filled the
. young man’s soul with adoration and reverence for the mighty

. Being that conld set such elements at work. It did not alarm

him, but rather tended to quaiet his longings to quit the place;
for he who lives amid such scenes feels that he is so much

: nearer to the arm of God than those who dwell In uniform

security, as to think less of ordinary advantages than is com-
mon.

Mark knew that there must have been a disloeation of the
rocks to produce such a chango as that he saw to the southward,
It was well for him it occurred there at s distance, as he then
thought, of ten or fifteen miles from the reef, though in troth it
was at quite fifty, instead of happening beneath him. It was
possible, however, for one to have been on the top of that
monntain, and to have lived through the late change, could the
lungs of man have breathed the atmosphere. Not far from this
mountain, 8 column of amoke rose out of the mea, and Mark
fancied that, at moments, he could discern the summit of an
active crater at its base.

After gazing at these astonishing changes for a long time, onr
young man descended from the height and retraced his stepa
homeward, Kitty gladly preceded him, and some time after the
gun had set, they regained the resf. About & mile short of
home, Mark passed all the hogs, saugly deposited in a bed of
mud, where they had ensconced themseives for the night, as one
draws himself beneath his blanket.
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CHAPTER XIL

“All things in common nature shonld produoe
‘Withont aweat or endeavor ; treason, felony,

Bword, pike, gun, or need of any engine
‘Would I not have; but noture should bring forth,
Of 1ts own kind, all folzen all shundance

T's feed my lonocent peopla,”
TIMPERT,

For the next ten days Mark Woolston did little but explore.
By crossing the chaonel around the reef, which he had named
the “ Armlet” (the young man often talked to himself}, he
reached the sea-wall, and, once there, he made a long excur-
sion to the eastward. He now walked dryshod cver those very
* reefs among which he had so recently sailed in the Bridget,
thongh the ship-channel through which he and Bob had brought
ir the Rancocus, still remained. The two buoys that had mark-
ed the narrow passage, were found high and dry; and the an-
chor of the ship, that by which she rode after beating over the
rocks into deep water, was to be scen so near the surface that
the stock could be reached by the hand,

There was little difference in character between the newly-
made land to windward and that which Mark had found in the
opposite direction. Large pools, or lakes, of salt water, depos-
its of ud and sand, scmie of which were of considerable ex-
tent and thickuess, eounds, crecks, and arms of the sea, with
here and there 8 hummock of rock that rose fifteen or twenty
feet above the face of the main body, were the distivguishing
peculiarities. For two days Mark explored in this direction, or
to windward, reaching as far, by his estimate of the distance,
as the place where he had bore up in his cruise in the Bridget.
Finding a great many obstacles in the way, channels, mud, etc,,
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ho determined, on the afternoon of the second day, to return
home, get & stock of supplies, and come out in the boat, in or-
der to ascerfain if he eonld not now reach the open water ta
windward.

On the morning of the fourth day after the earthquake, and
the occcurrence of the mighty change that had altered the
whole face of the scene arcund him, the young man got under
way in the Bridget. He shaped his course to windward, beat-
ing out of the Armlet by a narrow passage, that carried him
iato a reach that stretched away for several miles, to the north-
ward and eastward, in nearly a straight line, This passage, or
sound, was about half & mile in width, and there was water
enough in nearly all parts of it to float the largest sized vessel.
By this passage the poor hermit, small as was his chance of
ever seeing such an event oceur, hoped it might be possible to
come 1o the very side of the reef in a ship.

‘When abont three leagues from the crater, the * Xope
Chaznel,” as Mark named this long and direct passage, divided
into two, one trending still more to the northward, running
nearly due north, indeed, while the other might be followed in
a south-easterly Jdircction, far as the eye could reach. Mark
named the rock at the junction *Point Fork,” and chose the
latter passage, which appeared the most promising, and the
wind permitting him to lay through it. The Bridget tacked in
the forks, therefore, and stood away to the sonth-east, pretty
close to the wind, 'Various other chanmnels communiecaled with
this main passage, or the Hope; and, about noorn, Mark tacked
inte one of them, heading about north-east, when trimmed up
sharp to do Bo. The water was docp, and at first the passago
was half 4 mile in width; but after standing along it for a .
mile or two, it seemed all at once to terminate in an oval basin,
that might have heen a mile in its largest diameter, and which
was bounded to the eastward by a belt of rock that rose some
twenty feet abovo the water. The bottom of this basin was a
clear, beautiful sand, and its depth of water, on sounding, Mark
found was uniforialy about eight fathoms. A more safe or con
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venient basin for the snchorage of ships could not have becan
formed by the art of man, had there been an entrance to it, and
any inducement for them to come there,

Mark had beaten about “Oval Harbor,” as he named the
place, for half an hour, before he was struck by the circam-
stance that the even character of ita surface appeared to bea
little disturbed by a slight aundulation which seemed to come
from its north-eastern extremity, Tacking the Bridget, ho
stood in that direction, and on reaching the place, found that
there was s passage through the rock of about a hundred yards
in width. The wind permitting, the boat shet throngh this
passage, and was immediately heaving and setting in the long
swelld of the open ocean. At first Mark was startled by the
roar of the waves that planged into the caverns of the rocks,
and trembled lest his boat might be hove up against that hard
eud irom-bound coast, where one toss wonld shatter his little
eraft into splinters, Too steady a seaman, however, to abandon
‘his object unnecessarily, he stood on, and soon found he couid
weather the rocks under his lee, tacking in time. After two or
three short stretches were made, Mark fonnd himself half s
mile to windward of a long line, or coast of dark rock, that rose
from iwenty to twenty-five feet above the level of the water,
and WEyond all question in the open ocesn. He hove-to to
sound, and let forty fathoms of line out without reaching bot-
tom. But everywhere to leeward of him waa land, or rock;
while everywhere to windward, as well as zhead and astern, it
was clear water, This, then, was the eastern Hmit of the old
shoals, now converted into dry land. Here the Rancocus had,
unknown to her officers, first run into the midst of these shoals,
by which she had ever since been environed,

It was not easy to compute the precise distance from the
oatlet or inlet of Oval Harbor to the crater, Mark thought
it might be five-and-twenty miles, in & straight line, judging
equally by the eye and the time he had been in running it.
The Summit was not to be seen, howsver, any more than the
masts of the ship; thongh the distant pesk and the column
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of dark smoke remained in sight, as eternal land-marks. The
young man rright have been an hour in the open sea, gradually
hauling off the land, in order to koep clear of the coast, when
ho bethought him of returning. It required s good deal of
nerve to run in towerd those rocks, under all the circumstances
of the case. The wind blew fresh, so much indeed as to in-
duece Mark to reef, but there must slways be a heavy swell roll-
ing in upon that iron-bound shore. The shock of such waves
expending their whole force on perpendicular rocks may be im-
agined better than it can be deseribed. There was an undying
rosr all along that coast, produced by these incessant collisions
of the elements; and occasionally, when a sea entered a cavern
in a way suddenly to expel its air, the sound resembled that
which some huge animal might be supposed to utter in its
agony or its anger. Of course, the spray was flying high, sud
the entire line of black rocks was white with its particles.

Mark had anwittingly omitted to take any land-marks to his
inlet, or strait. He had ne other means of finding it, therefore,
than to discover a epot in which the line of white was broken.
This inlet, however, he remewbered did uot cpen at right
angles to the coast, but obliguely; and it was very possible to
be within a hundred yards of it, and not see it. This fact our
young eailor was not loug in ascertaining; for, standing in
toward the point where he expected to find the entrance, and
goiug as close to the shore as he dared, he could see nothing of
the desired passage, For an hour did he search, passing to and
fro, but without success. The idea of remaining out in the
open sea for the night, and to windward of such an inhospita-
ble coast, was any thing but pleasant to Mark, and he determin-
ed to stand to the northward now, while it was day, and look
for some other entrance.

For four hours did Mark Woolston ran along those dark rocks,
whitened ouly by the spray of the wide ocean, without perceiv-
ing a point at which a boat might even land, As he was now
running off the wind, and had turned out his reef, he supposed
he must have gone at lesst five-and twenty miles, if not thirty,in
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that tire ; and thos had he some meana of judging of the ex-
tent of his new territories, About five in the afternoon a cape,
or headland, waa reached, when the coast suddenly trended to
the westward, This, then, was the north-castern angle of the
entire formation, and Mark pamed it Cape North-East. The
boat was now jibed, and ran off west, = little northerly, for an-
other hour, keeping quite close in to the ecoast, which was no
longer dangercus as soon as the cape was doubled, The scas
broke upon the rocks, as a matter of conrse ; but, there being a
lee, it was only under the power of the ceaseless undulations of
the ocean. Even the force of the wind was now much less felt,
the Bridget carrying whole sail when hauled up, as Mark placod
her several times, in order to examine apparent inlets.

It was gotting to be too late to think of reachiug home that
night, for running in those unknown channels after dark was
not & desirable course for an explorer to adopt, Qur young
man, therefore, imited lis search to some place where he might
e untit the return of light. It is true, the lee formed by the
rocks was now such as to enable him to remain outside, with
safety, until morving; but he preferred greatly to gei within
the islands, if possible, to trusting himself, while asleep, to the
mercy of the open ocean. Just as the sun was setting, leaving
the evening cool and pleasant, after the warmth of an exceeding-
Iy hot day, the boat doubled a piece of low headlsnd; and
Mark had helf made up his mind to get under its lee, and
heave a grapnel ashore, in order to ride by his cable during the
approaching night, when an opening in the coast greabed his
eyes. It was just as he doubled the cape. This opening ap-
peared to be & quarter of a mile in width, and it had perfectiy
smooth water & half.gunshot within ite mounth.  The helm was
put down, the sheets hauled aft, and the Bridget luffed juto this
creek, estnary, sound, or harbor, whichever it might prove to
be. For twenty minutes did Mark stand on through this pas-
eage, when suddenly it expanded into a basin, or bay, of con-
siderable extent. This was at a distance of about a league
within the coast. This bay wae & !eague long, and balf a league
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in width, the boat entering it close to its weather side. A long
and wide sapdy beach offered on that side, and the young man
stood along it & short distance, unti! the sight of a spring in-
duced him to put his helm down, The boat luffed short round,
and eame gently upon the beach. A grapmel was thrown on
the sanda, and Mark leaped ashore.

The water proved to be sweet, cool, and every way delicious.
Thia was at least the twentieth spring which had been seen that
day, thongh it was the first of which the waters had been tasted,
This new-born beach had every appearance of having been ex-
poscd to the air a thousand years, The sand was perfectly
clean and of a bright golden color, and it was well strewed with
shells of the most magmificent colors and size. The odor of
their [ate tenants alone proclaimed the fact of their recent ship-
wreck. 'This, however, was an evil that a single month would
repair ; and our sailor determined to make another voyage to
this bay, which he called Shell Bay, in order to procare some
of ita treasures, It was true, he could not plece them before
the delighted eyes of Bridget, but he might arrange them in his
cabin, and faney that she was gazing at their beauties, After
dricking at the spring, and supping on the rocks above, Mark
arranged a mattress, provided for that purpose, in the boat, and
went to sleep.

. Early next morning the Bridget was again under way, but
not until her owner had both bathed and broken his fast,
Bathe he did every morning thronghout the year, and ocos
sionally at night also. A day of exertion usually ended with »
bath, as did a night of sweet repose also. In all these respects
no one conld be more fortunate. From the first, food had
been abundant ; and now he possessed it in superfluity, includ-
ing the wants of all dependent on him, Of clothes, also, he
had an inexhaustible supply, a swall portion of the cargo con-
sisting of coarse cotton jackets sund trowsers, with which to
purchase sandal-wood. To these means, delicious water was
now added in inexhanstible quantities, The Iate changes had
givon to Mark's possession territory sufficient to occupy him
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months, even, in exploring it thoroughly, as it was his purposs
to do, God was there, also, as he is everywhere. This our [
secluded man found to be a most precious consolation. Again |
and again, each day, was he now in the practice of communing f
in spirit, directly with his Creator; not in cold and unmeaning |
forms and commonplaces, but with such yearning of the soul, |
and such feelings of love and reverence, as an active and Hving
faith cau alone, by the aid of the Divine Spirit, awaken in the
numan breast.

After crossing Shell Bay, the Bridget continued ou for &
couple of hours, running south, westerly, through a passage of a
good width, notil it met another channel, at & point which
Mark at once recognized ss the forks. When at Point Fork,
ke had only to follow the track he had come the previous day,
in order to arrive at the reef. ‘The crater could be agen from
the forks, and there was consequently a beacon in sight, to
direct the adventurer, had he wanted such assistsnce ; which he
did not, however, since he now recoguized objects perfecily
well as he advanced. About ten o’clock he ran alongside of
the ship, whero he found every thing as he had left it. Light
ing the fire, he put on food sufficient to last him for another
cruise, and then went up into the cross-trees in order to take a
better look than he had yet obtained, of the state of things to
the southward.

By this time the vast murky cloud that had so long over-
hong the new outlet of the volcano, was dispersed. It was
succeeded by ove of ordinary size, in which the thread of smoke
that arose from the crater terminated. Of course the surround-
ing atmosphere was clear, and nothing but distance obstructed
the view. The peak was, indeed, a sublime sight, issning, as it
did, from the ocear without any reliefl Mark now began to
think ke had miscaiculated its height, and that it might be fwe
thousand feet, instead of ome, above the water. There it was,
in all its glory, blus and misty, but ragged and noble, The
crater was clearly many miles beyond it, the young man being
satisfied, after this look, that he had not yet seen its summit,
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Ho also increased his distance from Vunleaa’s Peak, as he named
the mountain, to ten leagnes, at least. After sitting in the cross.
trees for fully an honr, gazing at this height with as much plea-
swe as the connoisseur ever studied picture or statme, the
young wman determined to attempt a voyage to that place, in
the Bridget. To him, such an expedition had the charm of the
novelty and change which a journey from country to town could
bring to the wearied worldling, who sighed for the enjoyment
of his old haunts, after a peason passed in the ennui of his coun-
try-honse, It is troe, great novelties had been presented to our
solitary youth, by the great changes wrought immedistely in
his neighborhood, and they had now kept him for a week in a
condition of high excitement ; but nothing they presented could
equsal the interest he felt in that distaot mountain, which had
arisen 8o suddenly in a horizon that he had been accustomed to
see bare of any object but clouds, for near eighteen months.

That afternoon Mark made all his preparations for & voyage
that he felt might be one of great moment to him. Al the
symptoms of convalsions in the earth, however, had ceased;
even the rumbling seunds which he had heard, or imagined, in
the stillness of the night, being no longer andible. From that
soutce, therefore, he had no great apprehensions of danger;
though there was & sort of dread majesty in the exhibition of
the power of nature that he had so Intely witnessed, which dis-
posed him to approach the scene of its greatest effort with
gecret awe. So much did he think of the morrow and ita
possible consequences, that he did not get asleep for two or
three hours, though he awoke in the morning unconscious
of any want of rest. An hour later, he was in his boat, and
under way.

Mark had now to steer in an entirely new direction, believ
ing, from what he had seen while aloft the day befcre, that he
could make his way out into the open ocean by proceeding &
due south course. In order to do this, and to gef into the
most promising-looking channel in that direction, he waa
obliged to pass through the narrow strait that separated the
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reef fiom the large range of rock over which he had roamed
the day succeeding the earthquake. Of course, the bridge waa
removed, in order to aliow the boat’s mast to pass; but for
this, Mark did wot eare. He had seeu his stock the previous
evening, and saw that it wanted for nothing. Even the fowls
had gone dcross to the new territory, on exploring expeditions ;
and Kitty herself had left her sweet pastures on the Summit,
to see of what the world was made beyond her old range. It
is true, sbe had made one journey in that guarter, in the com-
pauy of her master; but one journey no more satisfied her
than it would have satisfied the curiosity of any other female,

After passing the bridge, the bost entered a long, varrow
teach, that extended at least two leagues, in nearly a direct
line toward Vulean’s Poak, As it approached the end of this
piece of water, Mark saw that he must enter a bay of consid-
erable extent; one, indeed, that was much larger ithan any he
had yet seen in his island, or, to speak more accurately, his
group of islands. On one side of this bay appeared a large
piece of level land, or a plain, which Mark supposed might
cover ono or two thousand acres, Tts color waa so different
from any thing he had yet seen, that our young man wes iz-
duced to land, and to walk a short distance to examine it, On
reaching its margin, it was found to be a very shallow basin, of
which the bottom was mud, with a foot or two of salt water
still remaining, and in which sea-weed, some ten or twelve
inches in thickness, was floating. It was almost possible for
Mark to walk on this weed, the green appearance of which in-
duced him to name the place the Prairie, Such a collection of
weed could only have been owing to the currents, which must
have brought it into this basin; where it was probably retained
even previously to.the late eruption. The presence of the de-
posit of mud, as well as the height of the surrounding rocks,
many of which were doubtless out of water previousty to the
phenomenon, went to corroborate this opinion,

After working her way through a great many channcls, some
wide and some narrow, some true and some false, the Bridget
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reached the southern verge of the group, about noon. Mark
then supposed himself to be quite twenty miles from the reef,
and the peak appeared very little nearer than when he loft it,
This startied him on the score of distance; and, after meditat-
ing on all his chances, the young man determined to pass the
remainder of that day where he was, in order to put to sea
with as much daylight before him as possible. He desired also
to explore the coast and islands in that vicinity, in order to
complete his survey of the cluster. He looked for a convenient
place to anchor his boat, accordingly, ate his dinner, and set
out on foot to explore, armed as usual with & fowling-piece.

In the first place, an outlet to the sea very different from that
on the eastern side of the group, was found here, ou its south-
ern. 'The channel opened into a bay of some eize, with an arm
of rock reaching well off on the weather side, so that no
broken water was encountered in passing into or out of it, pro-
vided one kept sufficiently clear of the point itself. As there
was abundance of room, Mark saw he should have ze difficulty
in getting out into open water, here, or in getting back again,
What was more, the arm, or promontory of rock just mention-
ed, had a hummock near s hundred feet in height on its ex-
tremity, that snswered admirably for a land-mark. Most of
this hummock must have been above water previously to the
late eraption, though it appeared to our explorer, that all the
visible land, as he proceeded south, was lifted higher and on a
gradually-increasing ecale, as if the eruption had exerted its
force at a certain point—the new crater, for instance—and raised
the earth to the northward of that poiut, on an iuclined plane,
This might account, in & measare, for the altitude of the peak,
which was near the great crevice that must have been left some-
where, unless materials on ita opposite side had fallen to fill it
up again. Most of these views were merely speculative, though
the fact of the greater elevation of all the rocks, in this part of
the group, over those further north, was beyond dispute. Thus
the cosst, here, was generally fifiy or eighty feet high; where-
a3 at the reef, even now, the surface of the common rock was
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not much more than twenty feet above the water. The rise
seemed to be gradual, moreover, which certainly favored this
theory.

As a great deal of sand and mud had been brought up by
the eruption, there was no want of fresh water. Mark-found
even a little brook, of as perfeetly sweet a stream as he had ever
tasted in America, ranning into the litile harbor where he had
secured the boat, He followed this stream two miles-ere he
reached its soares, or sources, for it came from at least a dozen
copiona prings, that poured their tribute from a bed of clean
sand several miles in length, and which had every sign of hav-
ing been bare for ages. In saying this, however, it is not to be
supposed that the signs, as to time, were very apparent any-
where. Lava, known to have been ejected from the bowels of
the earth thousands of yesrs, has just as fresh an sppearance, to
the ordinary ohserver, as that which was thrown out ten years
ago ; and, had it not been for the deposits of moist mud, the
remaios of fish, sea-weed that was stili undecayed, pools of salt
water, and a fow other peculiarities of the same sort, Mark
would have been puzzled to find any difference between the
rocks recently thrown up, and those which were formerly ex-
posed to the sir, Even the mud was fast changing its appearance,
cracking and drying under the sun of the tropics. In a month
or two, should as much rain as usaal fall, it was probable the
sea-weed would be far gone in decay.

It was stil! early when our adventurer knecled on the sand,
near hizs boat, to hold his last direct communication with his
Creator, ere he slept. Those communications were now quite

frequent with Mark, it being no unusual thing for him to hold '

them when sailing in his boat, on the deck of the ship, or in
the soft, salubricus air of the Summit. He slept none the less
sonndly for having commanded his soul to (God, asking support
against templations, and forgiveness for pastsins. Theso prayers
were usually very short. More than half the time they ware
expressed in the compendious and beautiful words given to man

by Christ himself, the model and substance of all petitions of
649 [

—
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this nature. But the words were devouily uttered, the hear!
keeping even pace with them, and the sou] fully subnnt.tmg Lo
their influence.

Mark arose, next morning, two hours before the light ap-
peared, and at once left the group. Time was now important
to him ; for, while he anticipated the possibility of remaining

nder the Jee of the mountain during the sacceeding night, he
also anticipated the possibility of being compelled to retur.
In a favorsble time, with the wind a little free, five knots in the
hour was about the maximum of the boat's rate of mailing,
though it was affected by the greater or leas height of the sea
that was on. When the waves ran heavily, the Bridget's Jow
sails got becalmed in the troughs, and she consequently lost
much of her way, On the whole, however, five knots might
be set down as her average speed, under the pressure of the or-
dinary trades, and with whole canvas and a little off the wind,
Close-hauled, she secarcely made more than three; while, with
the wind on the quarter, she oftcn weut seven, especially in
smooth water,

The course steered was about a pomt to the westward of
south, the boat running altogether by compass for the first two
hours. At the end of that time day returned, and the dark,
frowping peak itself became wisible. The sun hzd no sooner
risen, than Mark felt satisfied with his boat's performance. Ob-
jects began to come out of the mass of the mounntain, which
no longer appeared a pile of dark outline, without detail. He
expected this, and was even disappointed that his eyes could
not command more, for he now saw that he had materially un-
derrated the distance between the crater snd the peak, which
must be nearer sizty than fifty miles. The channel between the
group and this jsolated mass was, at least, twelve leagues in
width, These twelve leagues were now to be run, and our
young navigator thought he had made futly three of them when
light returned.

From that moment every mile made a sensible differencs in
the face of the mountain. Light and shadow first became vise-
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ble; then ravines, cliffs, and colors came iato the view. Fach
league that he advanced increased Mark’s admiration and awe;
and by the time that the boat was on the last of those lesgues
. which had appeared so long, ke began to have a more accurate
idea of the sublime nature of the phencmenon that had been
wrought so near him. Vulean’s Peak, as an island, could not
be less than eight or nine miles in length, though its breadth
did not much exceed two. Ruoning votth and south, it offered
its narrow side to the growp of the crater, which had deceived
its solitary observer. [Yesl of the millions on earth, Mark
Woolston, alone, had Heen so situated as to hecome a witness of
thiz grand display of the powers of the elements, Yet, what
was this in comparison with the thousand vast globes that were

rolling about in space—objects so familiar as to be seen daily |

and pightly without raising & thought, in the minde of mary,

from the created to the Creator? Even these globes come and

go, and men remaip indifferent to the mighty change !

The wind had been fresh in crossing the strait, and Marlk was
not sorry when his pigmy boat came under the shadow of the
vast cliffs whichk formed the northern extremity of the peak.
‘When satill & mile distant, he thought he was close on the rocks;
nor did he gat a perfectly true idea of tha scale on which this
rare wonntain had been formed, until running along at its base,
within a hundred yards of its rocks, Coming into leeward, as
a matter of course, Mark found comparatively smooth water,
though the unceasing heaving and setting of the ocean rendered
it a little hezardons to go nearer to the shore, For some time
our explorer was fearful he should not be able to land at all;
and he was actuslly thinking of putting about, to make the best
of his way back while light remained to do so, when he
came off a place that seemed fitted by art, rather than by
nature, to meet his wishes. A narrow opening appeared be-
tween two cliffa, of about equal height, or some hundred feet
in elevation, ons of which extended further into the ocean than
its neighbor. The water being quite smooth in this jolet, Mark
ventured to enter it, the wind favoring his advance. On pass.
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ing this gateway, he found himself nearly becalmed in s basin
that wight be a hundred yards in dismeter, which was not only
surrounded by a sandy beach, but whick had aiso a eandy bot-
tom. The water was several fathoms deep, snd it was very easy
to run the bows of the boat anywhere on the beach. This was
done, the sails were furled, and Mark sprang ashore, taking the
grapnel with him., Like Columbus, he knelt on the sands, and
retursed his thanke to God.

Not only did s ravine open from this basia, winding its way
up the entire ascent, but a copious stream of water ran through
it, foaming and rosring amid its glens. At first, Mark supposed
this waa sea-water, still finding ita way from some lake on the
peak; but, on tasting it, he found it was perfectly aweet, Pro-
vided with his. gun, and carrying his pack, our young man en
tered this ravine, and, following the course of the brook, he 2
once commenced an ascent.  The route was diffienlt only in the
labor of 1oving upward, and by no means as difficult in that as
he had expected to find it, It was, nevertheless, fortunate that
this climbing was to be done in the shade, the sun scldom pene-
trating into those cool and somewhat damp crevices through
which the brook found its way.

Notwithstanding his grest activity, Mark Woolston was just
an hour in sscending to the peak. In mo place had he found
the path difficult, though almost always upward ; bat he be-
lieved he had walked more than two miles before he came out
on level ground. When he had got up about three-fourths of
the way, the appearance of things around him suddenly
changed. Although the rock itself looked no older than that
below, it had, occasionally, a covering that clearly could never
have emerged from the sea within the last few daya Frow
that peint every thing denoted an older existence in the aiy,
from whick our young man inferred that the summit of Vul-
can's Peak had been sn island long prior to the late eruption.
Every foot ho advanced confirmed this opinion, and the conclu-
sion was that the ancient island had lain too low to be visible to
one on the reef,
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Anu exclamation of delight escaped from our explorer, 2z he
suddenly came out on the broken plain of the peak. It was
not absolutely covered, but was richly garnished with wood:
cocoa-nut, bread-fruits, and other tropical trees; and it was
" delightfully verdant with young grasses, The latter were siill
wet with a recent shower that Mark had seen pass over the
mountain, while standing for the island; and on examining
them more closely, the traces of the former shower of volcanic
ashes were yet to ba seen. The warmth in the sun, after so
sharp a walk, caused the young man to plunge into the nearest
grove, where he had no difficulty in helping himseif to as many
cocoa-nuts, fresh from the trees, as a thousand men could have
consumed. Every oné has heard of the delicions beverage that
the milk of the cocoa-nut, and of the delicious food that its. pulp
furnishes, when each is {sken from the fruit before it hardens
How these ‘trees came there, Mark did not know, The com-
mon theory is that birds convey the seeds from island to island; '
though some suppose that the earth contains the elements of all '
vegetation, and that this or that is quickeved, as particalar in-
fluences are brought to bear by means of climate and other
agents, :

After resting himself for an hour in that delicions grove,
Mark began to roam around the plain, to get an ides of its
besuties and extent. The former were inexhaustible, offering
every variety of landscape, from -the bold and magnificent to
the soft and bewitching. There were birds innmmerable, of
the most brilliant plumage, and some that Mark imagined mnst
be good to eat. In-particular did he observe an immense num-
bor of a very small sort that were constantly pecking at a wild
fiy, of which there was a grove of considerable extent. The
fig, itself, be did not find as palatable as he had hoped, though
it was refreshing, and. served to vary the diet; but tha bird
struck him to be of the same kird as the celebrated reed-bird
of the Philadelpbia market, which we suppose to be much the
same as the derca fichi of Italy. Being provided with mustard-
cecd shot, Mark loaded his piece properly, and killed at least
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twenty of these little creatures at one discharge. After clean-
ing them, he struck a light by means of the pan and some pow-
der, and kindled a fire. Here was wood, foc, in any quantity,
an article of which he had feared in time he might be in want,
and which he had already begun to hushaund, though used oniy
in his simple cookery, Spitting half a-dozen of the birds, they
were socn roasted. At the same time he roasted a bunch of
plantain, and, being provided with pepper and salt in his pack,
a3 well as with some pilot bread, and a pint bottle of ram, we
are almost ashamed to relate how our young explorer dined.
Nothing was wanting to such & meal but the sweets of social
converse. Mark fancied, as he sat enjoying that solitary re-
past, so delicious of itself, and which was just enough sweetened
with toil to render it every way scceptable, that be could gladly
give up all the rest of the world, for the enjoyment of a paradise
like that before him, with Bridget for his Eve, )

The elevation of the mountain rendered the air far more
grateful and cool than he was accustomed to find it, at mid-
suramer, down on the reef, and the young man was in a sort of
gentio intoxication while breathing it Then it was that he
most longed for a companion, though little did he imagine how
uear he was to some of his species, at that very moment; and
kow soon that, the deavest wish of his heart, was to be met by
an adventure altogether so unexpected to him, that we mmnat
commence s new chapter, in order to relate it.
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CHAPTER XIIL

“The merry komes of England t

Arpend thelr hearths by night,

What glad locke of honsehold love
Meeat in the ruddy lght!

There woman's volce flows forth In aong,
Or childhood's tale Is told,

Or lips movs tunefclly along
Bome glorions page of old”

Mrs, Hxuims,

TuE pesk, or highest part of the island, was at its northern
extremity, aud within two miles of the grove in which Mark
Wonlston had eater his dinner. Unlike most of the plain, it
had no woods whatever, but, rising somewhat abruptly to & con-
siderable elevation, it was naked of every thing but grass. On
the peak itself, there waa very little of the last, even, and it was
obvious that it must command a full view of the whole plain of
the island, as well as of the surrounding ses, for a wide distance.
Resuming his pack, our young adventurer, greatly refreshed by
the delicicus repaat he had just made, left the pleasant grove in
which he had first rested, to undertake this somewhat sharp
acclivity. He was not long in effecting it, however, standing
on the highest point of his new discovery within an hoar after
he had commenced its aseent.

Hers Mark found all his expectations realized touching the
character of the view. The whole plain of the island, with the
exceptions of the covers made by interventog woods, lay spread
before him like a map. All its besuties, its shades, its fruits,
and its verdant glades, were placed beneath his eye, as if pur-
posely to delight him with their glories. A more enchanting
rural acene the young man had never beheld, the island havieg
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o much the air of cultivation and art aboud it, that he expected,
at each instant, to see bodies of men running across its surface. -
He carried the best glass of the Rancocns with him, in all his
excursions, not Enowing at what moment Providence might
bring a vessel in sight, and he had it now slung from his shoul-
ders, With this glass, therefore, was every part of the visible
surface of the island swept, in snxzious and almost alarmed
search for the abodes of inhabitants, Nothing of this sort,
however, could be discovercd. The island was unquestionably
without a human being, our young man alone excepted. Nor
could he see any trace of beast, reptile, or of any animal but
birds. Creatures gifted with wings had been able to reach that
little parudise; but to all others, since it first arese from the
sea, had it probally been unapproached, if mot unapproach-
able, until that day. It appeared to be the very elysium of
birds!

Mark next examined the peak itself. There was a vast de-
posit of very ancient guano on it, the washings of wkich for
ages, had, doubtless, largely contributed to the great fertility of
the plain below, A stream of more size than one would expect
to find on 80 small an jsland, meandered throngh the plain, and
could be fraced to a very copious spring that burst from the
earth at the base of the peak. Ample as this spring was, how-
ever, it could mever of itself have supplied the water of the
brock, or rivulet, which received the contribations of some fifty
other eprings, that reached it in rills, as it wound its way down
the gently inclined plane of the island, At one point, about
two leagues from the peak, there was actaally a little lake visi-
ble, and Mark could even trace its outlet, winding its way be-
yond it. He sapposed that the surplus tumbled into the sen in
a cascade,

It will readily be imagined that our young mae turned his
glass to the northward, in search of the group he had left that

"morning, with a most lively interest. It was easy enough to see
it from the great elevation at which he was now placed. There
* it lay, stretched far and wide, extending nearly s degree of lati-
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tude, north and south, and another of longitude, cast and west,
most truly resembling a vast, dark-looking map, spread upen the.
face of the watera for his special examination. It reminded
Mark of the moon, with ifs ragged outlines of imaginary conti-
nents, as seen by the naked eyo, while the island he was now
on, bore a fancied resemblance to the same object viewed throngh
a teledcope; not that it had the look of molten silver which is
observed in the earth's satellite, but that it appeared gloriously
bright and brilliant. Mark could easily see many of the sheets
of water that were to be found among the rocks, though his
naked eye could distinguish neither crater nor ship. By the
aid of the glass, however, the first was to be seen, though the
distance was too great to leave the poor deserted Rancocus visi-
ble, even with the assistance of magnifying-glasses.

When he had taken a good look at his old possessions, Mark
made a eweep of the horizon with the glass, in order to ascer-
tain if any other land were visible ftom the great elevation on
which he now stcod. While arranging the focus of the instru-
ment; an object first met his eye that caused his heart almost to
leap into his mouth. Land was looming up, in the western
board, so distinctly as to adnit of no cavil about its presence.
It waa an island, mountainons, and Marlk supposed it must be
fully a hundred miles distant. 8till it was land, and strange
land, and might prove to be the abode of human beings, The
glasa told him very little more than his eye, though he could
discern a mouniainous form through it, and saw that it was ax
island of no great size, Beyond this mountain, again, the
young man fancied that he could detect the haze of more land ;
but, if he did, it was too low, too distant, and too indistinct,
to be certain of it. Ii is not easy to give a clear idea of the
tumul} of feeling with which Mark Woolston beheld these un-
known regions, though it might best be compared with the
emotiona of the astronomer who discovers & mew planet. 1%
would scarce exceed the truth to say that he regarded that dim,
blue monntain, which arose in the midst of & watery waste,
with as muoch of admiration, mysterious awe, and gratification
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united, as Herschel may have been supposed to feel when ha
established the character of Uranns, Tt was fully an hour be-
fore our hermit could furn his eyes in any other direction.

And when our young mariner did look aside, it was more
with the intention of relieving eyes that had grown dim with
gazing, than of not refurning to the same objects again, as soon
as restored to their power. It was while walking to and fro on
the peak, with this intent, that a new subject of interest caused
him almost to leap into the air, and to shout aloud. He saw a
sail! For the first time since Botts disappeared from his anx-
ious looks, his eyes now surely rested on a vessel. What was
more, it was quite near the island he was on, and seemed to
be beating up to get under its lee. It appearcd but a speck
on the blue waves of the ocean, seen from that height, it is
true; but Mark was too well practised in his craft to be mis-
taken, It was s vessel, under more or less eanvas, how mnch
be could not then tell, or ever see—but it was most decidedly
a vessel. Mark's limbs trembled so much that he was com-
pelled to throw himself upon the earth to find the support he
wanted, There he lay several minutes, mentally returning thanks

to God for this anexpected favor; and when his strength revived, -

these signs of gratitude were renewed on his knees, Then he
arose, almost in terror lest the vessel should have disappeared,
or it should turn out that he was the sebject of a cruel illusion,
There was no error. There was the little white speck, and
he levelled the glass fo get a better look at it. An exclamation
now clearly broke from his lips, and for a minute or two the
young man actually appeared to be out of his senses. ¢ The
piunace,” “the Neshamony,” however, were words that es-
caped him, and, had there been a witness, might have given na
insight into this extraordinary conduct. Mark had, in fact,
ascertained that the sail bencath the peak was no other than
the little craft that had been swept away, as already described,
with Betts in it. Fourtecu months had eclapsed since that
occurrence, and here it was ngain, seemingly endeavoring to
return to the place where it had leen launched! Mark adopts
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ed perhaps the beat expedient in his power to attract attention
to himself, and %o let his presence be known. He fired both
barrels of his fowling-piece, and repested the discharges several
times, or until a flag was shown on board the sloop, which was
now just beneath the cliff, a certain sign that he had succeeded.
A rausket was also fired from the vessel,

Our young man rather flew than ran to the ravine, down
which he went at a pace that several times placed his neck in
jeopardy, It was a very different thing to descend from as-
cending such a mountain, In less than a quarter of an hour,
the half-distracted hermit was in his boat, nearly crazy with the
apprehension that he might yet not meet with his friend ; for,
that it was Bob looking for the reef and himself, he did not now
entertain the lenst doubt. The most plausible conrse for him
to adopt was precisely that which he followed. He pushed off
in the Bridget, making sail on the boat, and getting out of the
cove in the shortest time he could. On quitting his little haven,
and coming out clear of &ll the rocks, another shout burst out
of his very soul, when he saw the Neshamony, beyond sl cavil,
within a hundred fathoms of him, running aloug the shore in
eearch of a place to land. That shout was returned, and Mark
and Bob recognized each otlier at the next instant, As for the
last, he just off tarpauling, and gave three hearty cheers
while the former sank on & seat, literally unable to stand. The
sheet of the sail got away from him, nor conld he be said to
know what he was about, uatil some little time after ho waa
in the arms of hie friend, and on board the pinnace.

It was haif an hour before Mark was master of himself again.
At length tears relieved him; nor was he ashamed to indulge
in them, when he saw his old companion not only alive and
well, but restored to him. He perceived another in the boat; but,
as he was of 2 dark skin, he naturally inferred this second person
was & native of some neighboring island where Bob had been,
gnd who had consented to come with him in this, his search after
tho shipwrecked mariner, At length Bob began to converse,

* Well, Mr. Mark, the sight of you is the pleasantest proa



204 THE CRATER:

poct that has met my eyes this many a day,” exclaimed the
honest fellow. ‘It was with fear and trembling that T set out
on the search, and little did I hope to fall in with you so early
in the cruise,”

“Thank you, thank you, Bob; and God be praised for this
great mercy! You have been to some other island, I see, by your
companion ; but the miraculous part of all is, that you should
find your way back to the reef, eince you are no navigator.”

*The reef! If this here mountain is the reef, the coun-
try has greatly altered since I left it,”” anewered Bob  Mark
then briefly explained the great change that Lad actmally
cccurred, and told his own story touching his ooat and his
late voyages of discovery. DBetts listened with vhe greatest at-
tention, easting occasional glances upward at she immenre mass
that had been so suddenly lifted out of the sea, as well a3 turn-
ing his head to regard the smoke of the more distant voleano.

“"Well, this explains our ’arthquake,” he answered, as soon
as Mark was gove. “I must have been as good as a handred
and fifty leagues from this very spot at the time you mention,
and we had tremblings there that would scarce let a body stand
on his feet, A ship came in two days arterward, that must
have been a hundred leagues further to the nor'ard whea it hap-
pened, and her people reported that they thought heaven and
'arth was & comiag together, out there in open water.”

¢TIt has becn a raighty earthquake--must have been, to have
wrought these vast chianges ; though I had supposed that Prov.
idence had confined a knowledge of its existence to myself
But you spoke of a ahlp, Bob—aurelj' we are not in the neigh
borkood of vessels.”

¢ Bartain—but I may as well tell you my adventures at once,
Mr. Mark ; though I own I should like to laud first, as it is s
long sto'ry, and tako a look at this island that you praise so
much, and taste them reed-birds of which you give so good an
actount. I'm Jarsey-born and bred, and know what the little
things be.”

Mark was dying to hear Bob's story, more espe.claliy since he
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nnderstood a ship was connected with it, but he could nut re-
fuse his friend’s demand for sweot water and a dinner. Tha
entrance of the cove was quite near, and the boats entored that
barhor and were secured; after which the three men com-
menced the ascent, Mark picking up by the way the spy-glass,
fowling-picce, and other articles that he had dropped in thae
hasts of his descent. 'While going up this sharp scclivity, but
little was said; but, when they reached the summit, or the
plain, rather, exclamations of delight burst from the mouths of
both Mark's companions, To the young man's great surprise,
those which came from Bob's dark-skinned associate were in
English, aa well as those which came from Bob himself, Thia
induced him to take a good look at the man, when he discover-
el a face that he knew !

% How is this, Bob 1 cried Mark, almost gasping for breath;
‘“ whom have you here? Is not this Socrates ¢

““ Ay, ay, sir; that’s Soc; and Dide, his wife, is within a
hundred miles of yon,"

- This answer, simple as it was, pearly overcame our young
man again. Bocrates and Dido bad been the slaves of Bridget,
when he left home; a part of the estate she had received from
her grandmother. They dwelt in ‘the house with her, snd
uniformly called her mistress. Mark knew them both very
well, as & matter of course; and Dido, with the archness of a
fuvorite domestic, was often in the habit of calling him her
* young master.” A flood of expectations, coujectures, and
apprehensions came over our hero, and he refrained from putting
any quesiions immediately, ont of pure astonishinent. 1le was
almost afraid, indeed, to ask any. -

Nearly unconscious of what ho was about, he led the way to
the grove where he had dined two or three hours before, and
the remainder of the recd-birds were suspended from the branch
of & tree.  The embers of 'the fire were ready, and in a few
minutes Socrates handed Betis his diuner.

Bob ate and drank heartily, He loved a tin-pot of rum-and-
water, or grog, as it used to be called—though even the word
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is getting to be obsolete in these temperance times—and be
liked good eating. It was mot epicurism, however, or a love
of the stomach, that induced him to defer his explanations on
the present occasion. He raw thai Mark must hear what he
bad to relate graduslly, and was not sorry that the recognition
of the negro had prepared him to expect something wonderful.
Wonderfal it was, indeed; and at last Betts, having finished
his dinner, and given half a dozen preparatory hints, in order to
lessen the intensity of his young friend’s feelings, yielded to an
appeal from the other's eyes, and commenced his narrative.
Bob toid his story, as a matter of course, with & great deal of
circumlocution, and in his own lsnguage. There was a pood
deal of unnecessary prolixity in it, and some irrelative digres-
sionw touching currents, and the trades, and the weather; but
on the whole, it was given intelligibly, and with sofficient
brevity for one who devoured every syllsble ho vttered. The
reader, however, would most probably prefer to hear an abridge-
ment of the tale in our own words,

‘When Robert Betts was driven off the reef, by the hurricane
of the preceding year, be bad no choice but to let the Nesha-
mony drive to leeward with him, As soon as he could, he got
the pinnace before the wind, and whenever he aaw broken water
aliead, he endeavored to steer clear of it, This he sometimes
succoeded in effecting; while at others he passed through it,
or over it, at the mercy of the tempest. Fortunately the wind
kad piled up the element in such a way as to carry the craft
clear of the rocks, and in three hours after the Neshamony was
lited out of her cradle, she was in the open ocean, to leeward
of all the dangers, It blew too bard, however, to make sail on
her, and Bob was obliged to seud until the gale broke.. Then,
indeed, he passed a week in endeavoring to beat back and rejoin
his friend, but without success, * losing all he made in the day,
while asleep at night.”” Such, at least, was Bob’s account of
bis failure to find the reef again ; though Mark thought it prob-
able that he was & little out in his reckoning, and did not look
in exactly the right place for it.
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At the end of this week, high land was mado to leeward, and
Betts ran down for it, in the hope of finding inhabitants, In
this last expectation, however, he did not smeceed. It was a
voleanic mountain, of & good many resources, and of a charac-
ter mot unlike that of Vulean's Peak, but entirely unpecpled.
He named it after his old ship, and passed several days on it.
On describing its appearance, aud ite bearings from the place
whero they then were, Murk had no doubt it was the island
that was visible from the pesk near them, and i which he had
been grazing that very afternoon, for fully an hour, with longing
eyes, On describing its form to Bob, the latter coincided in
this opinion, which was, iu fact, the true one.

From the highest point of Rancocus Jsland, land was to be
seen to the northward and westward, and Bob now determined
o make the best of his way in that direction, in the hope of
falling in with some vessel after sandal-wood or bache-le-mar.
He fell in with a group of low islands, of a coral formation,
about & hundred leagues from his volcanic mountain, and on
them he found inhabitants. These people were accustomed to
sce white men, snd turned out to be exceedingly wild and
just. I% is probable that they connected the sadden appear-
ance of a vessel like the Neshamony, having but one man in it,
with some miraculons interposition of their gods, for they paid
Bob the highest honors, and when ke landed, solemnly tabooed
his sfoop. Bob was a lonp-headed fellow in the msin, and was
not slow to perceive the advantage of such a ceremony, and
encouraged it. He also formed a great inttmacy with the
chief, exchanging names and rubbing woses with him. This
chief was styled Betto, after the exchange, and Bob was called
QOoroony by the natives, Qoroony stayed a month with Detto,
when he andertook a voyage with him in a large canoce, to an-
cther group, that was distant fwo or three hundred miles, atill
further to the worthward, and where Bob was told ke should
find a ship. This account proved to be true, the ship turning
out to be a Bpaniard, from South America, engaged in the
pear! fishery, and on the eve of sailing for her port. From
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some misunderstanding with the Spanish captain, that Bob
never compreheaded, and of course conld not explain, and
which he did not attempt to explain, Betto left the greup in
haste, and withont taking leave of his new friend, though he
sent him a message of apology, one-half of which was lost on
Bob, in consequence of not understanding the langusge. The
result was, however, to satisfy the latter that his friend was
quite as sorry to abandon Rim, as he was glad to get away from
the Spanish eaptain,

This desertion left Betta no choice between remaining on the
pearl island, or of eailing in the brig, which went to sea next
day. He decided to do the last. In due time he was landed
at Paname, whence he made his way across the isthmus, sctual-
ly reaching Philadelphia in less than five months after he was
driven off the reef. In all thia he was much favored by circum-
stances ; though an old salt, like Bob, will usually make his way
where & landsman would be brought up.

The owners of the Rancocus gave up theéir ship, as soon as
Detts had told his story, manifesting no disposition to send
good money after bad. They looked to the underwriters, and
got Bob to make oath to the loss of the vessel; which msaid
oath, by the way, was the ground-work of & law-snit that lasted
Friend Abraham White as long as he lived. Bob next sought
Dridget with his tale. The young wife received the poor fellow
with floods of tears, and the most eager attention to his story,
a3, indeed, did our hero's sister Anne. It wonld scem that
Betts’ arrival was most opportune, In consequence of the non-
arrival of the ship, which was then past dae two or three
months, Doctor Yardley had endeavored to persnade his daugh-
ter that she was a widow, if, indeed, as he had of late been
somewhat disposed to maintain, she had ever been legally mar-
ried at all. The trutk was, that the medical war in Bristol had
broken out afresh, in consequence of certain cases that had been
transferred to that village, during one of the fever-seasons in
Thiladelphia, Greater cleanliness, and the free use of fresh
water, appear to have now arrested the course of this formid
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able disease, in the northern cities of America; but, in that
day, it was of very frequent occarrence. Theories prevailed
among the doctors concerning it, which were bitterly antago-
nistical to each other ; and Doctor Woolston headed one party
in Bucks, white Doctor Yardiey headed another. 'Which was
right, or whether either was right, is more than we shall pre-
tend to say, though we think it probable that both were wrong.
Anne Woolston had been marréd to a young physician but a
short time, when this new outbreak concerning yellow fever oe-
curred. Her hosband, whose name was Heaton, unfortunately
took the side of this grave guestion that was opposed {0 his
fatker-in-law, for a resson mo better than that he believed in
the truth of the opposing theory, aad this oceasioned another
breach., Dactor Yardley could not, sud did not wholly agree
with Doctor Heaton, because the latter was Doctor Woolston's
son-in-law, and he aliered his theory a little to create s respect-
able point of disagreement; while Doctor Woolston could not
parden a disaffection that took place, as it might be, in the
height of a war., About this time, too, Mrs, Yardley died.
All these occurrences, united. to the protracted absence of
Mark, made Bridget and Anne sxtremely unhappy. To increase
this unhappiness, Doctor Yardley took it into his head to dis-
pute the legality of a marriage that had been solemnized on
board & ship, ‘i—his was an entirely new legal crotchet, but tho
federal government was then young, and jurisdictions had not
been determined as clearly aa has since been the case. Had it
been the fortune of Doctor Yardley to live in these later times,
he would not bave given himself the trouble to pat-viclent con-
struetions on any thing; bui, getting & few female friends to
go befora the necessary judge, with tears in their eyes, any thing
would be granted to their requests, very much as s matter of
eourse, Failing of this, moreover, there is always the resource
of the legislature, which will nanally pass s law taking away a
man’s wife, or his children, and sometimes his estate, if & pretty
pathetic appeal can be made to it, in the way of gossip. We
have certainly made great progress in this eountry, withia the
660 ’
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| Jast twenty years; but whether it has been in a direcétion toward

f the summit of human perfection, or one downward toward the

. destruction of all prineiples, the next genmeration will prob-
ably be better able to eay than this, Xven the government is
getting to be gossf_ﬁ@

In the case of Bridget, however, public sympathy was with
her, as it always will be with & pretty woman. Nevertheless,
her father had great influence in Bucka connty, more especially
with the federalists, and the anti-depletionists, and it was in his
power to give his danghter great nneasiness, if not absolutely to
divorce her. 8o violent did he become, that he actually caused
proceedings to be commenced in Bridget’s name, to effect a
legal separation, taking the grounds that the marriage had never
been consummated, that the ceremony had occurred on board
s ship, that the wife was of tender years, and lastly, that she
was an heiress, Some persons thought the doctor's proceedings
were instigated by the circomstance that arother relative had
just died, and left Bridget five thousand dollars, which were to
be paid to her the day she was eighteen, the period of a female's
reaching her majority, according to popular notions, The pos-
session of this money, which Bridget received and placed in the
hands of & friend in town, almost made her father frantic for
the divorce, or a decree against the marriage, he contending
there was no marriage, and that a divorce was unnecessary.
The younp wife had not abandoned the hope of sceing her hus-
band return, all this time, althongh nneasiness concerning the
fate of the ship was extending from her owners into the fami-
lies of those who had sailed in her. She wished to meet Mark
with a saum of money that would enable him, st once, to com-
mence life respectably, and place him above the necessity of
following the sass.

Betts reached Bristol the very day that a decision was made,
on a preliminary point, in the case of Yardley versus Woolston,
that greatly encouraged the father in his hopes of final success,
and as greatly terrified his daoghter. It was, in fact, a mere
question of practice, and had no real connection with the merite
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of the matter at issue; but it frightened Bridget and her friend
Anne enormously, In point of fact, thera was not the smallest
danger of the marriage being declared void, should any one op-
pase the decision; but this was more than any one of the par-
ties then knew, and Doctor Yardley seemed so much in earmest,
that Bridget and Anne got into the most serious state of alarm
on the subject. To increase their distress, a suitor for the hand
of the former appeared in the person of a student of mediciue,
of very fair expectations, and who supported every one of Doc-
tor Yardley's theories, in all their niceties and distinctions; and
what is more, would have supported them had they been ten
times as untenable as they actually were, in reasom.

Had the situation of Doctor Heaton been more pleasant than
it was, it is probable that the step taken by himself, his wife,
and Bridget, would never have been thought of. But it was
highly uopleasant. He was poor, and dependent altogether on
his practice for a support. Now, it was in Doctor Woolston's
power to be of grest service to the yonng couple, by introduc-
ing the son-in-law to his own patients, but this he could not
think of doing with a depletionist; and John, as Anne affec.
tionately styled her hushand, was left to starve on his system of
depletion,

Such was the state of things when Bob appeared in Bristol,
‘to announce to the young wife not only the existence but the
deserted znd lone condition of her husband. The honest fel-
low kunew there waa something clandestine sbout the marriage,
and he used proper precautions not to betray his presence to
the wrong persons. By means of a little management be saw
Bridget privately, and told his story. As Bob had been pres-
eut at the wedding, and was known to stand high in Mark’s
favor, Le was believed, quite aa s matter of course, and ques-
tioned in & thousand ways, until the poor fellow had not really
another syliable to communicate.

The sisters shed floods of tears at the thought of poor Mark's
situation. For several days they did little beaides weep and
pray. Then Bridget suddenly dried her lears, and announced
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an intention to go in person to the rescue of her husband.
Not only was she determined on this, bat, as & means of griving
a death-blow to sall expectations of a separation, and to the
hopes of her new suitor, she was resolved to go in a way that
shonld enable her to remain on the reef with Mark, and, if nec-
essary, to pass the remainder of her days there. Bob had
given a very glowing description of the charma of the residence,
zs well as of the climate, the latter quite justly, and declared
his readiness to accompany this faithful wife in the pursnit of
her lost partner. The whole affsir was communicated to Doc-
tor and Mrs. Heaton, who not only came mto the scheme, but
enlisted in its exccution iu person. The idea pleased the former
in particular, who had a love of adventure, and a desire to sce
other lands; while Anne was as ready to follow her husband to
the ends of the earth, as Bridget was to go to the same place
in quest of Mark, In a word, the whole project was deliberately
framed, and ingenicusly carried out.

Doctor Heaton had a brother, a resident of New York, and
often visited him. Bridget was permitted to sccompany Anne
to that place, whither her money was transferred to her. A
vessel was found that was about to sail for the north-west coast,
and passages were privately engaged, A great many useful
necessaries were laid in, and at the proper time, letters of leave-
taking were sent to Bristol, and the whole party railed. Pre-
viously to the embarkation, Bob appeared to accompany the
adventurers, He was attended by Socrates, sud Dido, and
Juno, who had stolen away by order of their young mistress,
as well as by a certain Friend Martha Waters, who had stood
up in * meeting with Friend Robert Betts, and had become
“bone of his bone and flesh of his flesh;” and her maiden sis-
ter, Joan 'Waters, who was to share their fortnoes. In a word,
Bob had bronght an early attachment to the test of matrimony.

8o well had the necessary combinations been made, that the
ship sailed with our adventurers, nine in number, withont meet-
ing with the slightest obstacle, Omce at ses, of course nothing
but that caused by the elements was to be auticipated. Cape
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Horn was doubled in due time, and Doctor Heaton, with all
under his card, was landed at Panama, just five months, to a
day, after leaving New York. Here passapes were taken in
the same brig that Bob had returned in, which was again bound
out, on a pearl-fishing voyage. Previously to quitting Panama,
however, a recrnit was engaged in the person of & young Amer-
iean shipwright, of the name of Bigelow, who had run from bhis
ship a twelvemonth before, 0 marry a Spanish girl, and who
had become heartily tired of his life in Pavams. He sud his
wife and chuld joined the party, engaging to serve the Heatons,
for a stipulated sum, for the term of two years.

The voyage {rom Panama to the pearl islands was a long one,
but far from unpleasant. Sixty days after leaving port the ad-
venturers were safely landed, with all their effects These
included two cows, with a young bull, two yearling colts, aev-
eral goats obtained in South America, and various implementa
of husbandry that it had not entered into the views of Friend
Abraham White to send to even the people of Feejes, With
the natives of the paarl island, Bob, already known to them
and a favorite, bad no diffienlty in negotiating, He had bronght
them snitable and ample presents, and soon effected an arrange-
ment, by which they agreed fo transport him and all his stores,
the animals included, to Betto's islands, a distance of fully three
hundred miles. The horses and cows wera taken ou a epecies
of catamaran, or large raft, that is much used in those mild seas,
aud which sail reasonably well a little off the wind, and not
very badly on. Al Betto's islands a new bargain was struck,
and the wholo party proceeded to Rancocus Island, Beb mak-
ing his land-fall without any diffisulty, from having observed
the course steered in coming from it.

At Betto's group, however, Bob found the Neshamony, cov-
cred with mats, and tabooed, precisely as he had left her, to a
rope-yare. Not & human hand had touched any thing belong-
ing to the boat, or a human foot approached it, during the
whole time of his absence, Oorcony, or Betto, was rewarded
for his fidelity by the present of a mausket and some ammu-
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nition—articles that were really of the last importance to his
dignity and power. -They were as good as a standing army to
kim, actually deciding summarily a point of disputed authority,
that had long been in coniroversy between himself and amother
chief, in hia favor. The voyage between Betto's gronp and
Rancocus Island was made in the Neshamony, so far as the ha-
man portion of the freight was concerned, The catamarans and
canoes, however, came ou with the other animasls, and sll the
utensils and stores.

The appesrance of Rancocus Island created quite as much
astonishment among the native mariners, a8 had that of the
horses, cows, ete.  Until they saw it, not one of them had any
notion of ils existence, or of 2 mountain at all. They dwelt,
themselves, on low coral islands, and quite beyond the volcanic
formation, and a hill was a thing scarcely known to them. At
this island Heaton and Betts deemed it prudent to dismiss their
attendants, not wishing them to know any thing of the reef, as
they were not sore what sort of neighbors they might prove on
& longer acquaintance. The mountain, however, posscssed so
many advantages over the reef---as the latter was when Bob left
it—that the honest fellow frankiy admitted ite general anperiori-
ty, snd suggested the possibility of its becoming their perma-
nent residence. In some respects, it was not eqnal to the reef,
as & residence, however; the fishing in particufar tuming out to
be infinitely inferior, But it had trees and fruits, being very
much of the same character as Vulean's Peak, in this respect.
Nevertheless, there was no comparison betwesn the two islands
as places of residence, the last having infinitely the most advan-
tages. Tt was Jarger, had more and better frnits, better water,
sod richer grasses. It had also a more even enrface, and a
more accessible plain, Rancocus Island waa higher, and more
broken, and, while it might be a pleasanter placa of residence
. thano the reef during the warm months, it never conld be a place
ns pleasant as the plain of the peak,

Bob found it necessary to leave his friends, aud most of his
stores, at Rancacus Island ; Alrs. Heaton becoming a mother two
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days after their arrival at it, and the cows both increasing their
families in the course of the same week, It was, moreover, im-~
* possible to transport everybody and every thing in the Neshamo-
1y, at the same time. As Doctor Heaton woultt not leave Anne
at such a moment, and Bridget was of the same way of thinking,
it was thought best to improve the time by sending out Betts
to explore. It will be remembered that he wes uncertain where
ke reef was to be found exactly, though convineced it was to
windward, and within a hundred miles of him, While roaming
over the rocks of Rancocus, however, Vulean’s Pesk had been
scen, as much to Bob's surprise as to his delight. To his snr-
prise, inssmuch as he had no notion of the great physical change
that had receatly been wrought by the earthquake, yet could
scarce believe he had overlooked such an object in his former
examinations ; and to his delight, because he was now satisfied
that the reef must Me to the northward of that strange moun-
tain, and a long distance from it, because no such peak had
been visible from the former when he left it. It wasa good
place to steer for, nevertheless, on this new voyage, since it car-
ried him a buadred miles to windward; and when Bob, with
Socrates for a companion, left Rancoeus to look for the reef, he
steered a8 pear the course for the peak as the wind would per-
mit. He had made the island from the boat, after a run of ten
honrs; and, at the same time, he made the erater of the active
voleano, For the latter he stood that night, actaslly going
within & mile of it; and next morning he altered his course,
and beat up for the strange isiand, When Mark first discover-
ad him, he had nearly made the circuit of Vulean's Peek, in &
vain endeavor t¢ land, and he would actnally have gone on hia
way, had it not been for the firing of the fowling-piece, the re«
port of which he heard, and the semoke of which he saw.
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CHAPTER XIV.

% Compell the hawke to sit, that is anmanned,
©Or make the honnd, untaught, to drew the deers,

Or bring the free, sgalnat bis wilL io band,
Or move the sad, a plessant tale to heere,
Yorr tima !s lest, and yon no whit the neeea!
Bo love ng lenrnes, of force the heart to kalt;
Bhe sarves but those, that feela aweet fanale’s Ait,™
CRURCETARP.

Wx leave the reader to imagine with what feelings Mark
heard these facts. Bridget, for whom his tenderness was un-
abated ; Bridget, who had been the subject of so many of his
thoughts since his shipwreck, had shown herself worthy to be
thus loved, and was mow on an island that he might casily
reach in 4 run of a few hours! 'The young man retired further
within the grove, leaving Bob and Socrates behind, and endeay-
ored to regain his composure by himself, Before rejoining
his companions, he knelt and returned thanks to God for this
instance of his great kindness. It was a long time, notwith-
standing, before he could become accnstomed to the idca of
having associates, st all. Time and again, within the next
month or two, did he dream that all this fancied happiness was
only a dream, and awoke under a sense of baving been the
subject of an agreeable illusion. It took months perfectly to
vestore the tone of his mind in this respect, and to bring it
back into the placid current of habitnal happiness. The deep
sense of gratitude to God he npever lost: but the recollection
of what he had snffered, and from what he had been relieved
by the Divine mercy, remained indelibly impressed on his
heart, and influenced his future life to & degree that increased
the favor a thousand-fold.
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The mode of proceeding was next discussed, in the course
of doing which Mark communicated to Bob, somewhat in de-
tail, the circumstance of the recent convulsion, and the changes
which it had produced. After talking the matter over, both
agreed it would be every way desirable to bring the wholo
party, and as much of the property as could be easily moved,
up to windward at once. Now, that the natives kmew of the
existence of Rancocns Jsland, their visits might be often ex-
pected, and nothing was more uneertain than their policy and
friendship. Once on Rancocus Island, the peak conld be seen,
and from the peak the reef was visible, In this way, then,
thers was every reason to believe that the existence of their Lit-
tle colony would scon become known, and the property they
possessed the object of cupidity and violence. Against such
consequences it would be necessary to guard with the strictest
care, and the first step should be to get every thing of value up
to windward, with the least possible delay. The natives often
went & long distance, in their canoces and on their rafts, with the
wind abeam, but it was not often they undertook to go directly
to windward. Then the activity of the volcano might be
counted on as something in favor of the colonists, since those
umnetrocted children of nature would be almost certain to set
the phenomenon down to the credit of some god, or some
demon, neither of whom would be likely to permit his special
domains to be trespassed on with impunity.

While Mark and Bob were talking these matters over, Socm—
tes had been shooting and cleaning a few dozen more of the
reed-birds. This provision of the delicacy was made, becanse
Botts affirmed no anch delicions little cresture was to be met
with on Rancocus, though they were to be found on Vulesan's
Peak literally in tens of thousands. This difference could be

secounted for in no other way, than by supposing that some !

of the birds had originally found their way to the latter,
favored by accidental circumstances, driven by a hurricane,

transported on sea-weed, or attending the drift of eome plants, -

und that the same, or similar circumstances, had never con-
10
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tributed to carry them the additionsl hundred miles to lee.
ward. : :

It was nesr sunset when the Neshamony lefi Soug Cove, as
Mark bad named his little haven at the foot of the- raviue,
which, by the way, he called the Stairs, and pat to sed, on her
way to Bancocus Ieland. The bearings of the last had been
accurately taken, and onr mariners were just as.able to run by
night a8 by day. It may as well be mid- here, moreover, that
the black was a capital boatman, and a geod fresh-water sailor
in general, a proficiency that he had acquired in comsequence
of having been bore and brought up on the banks of the Dela-
ware. But it would have been very possible to run from one
of these islands to the other, by observing the direction of the
wind alone, since it blew very steadily in the aame qoarter, and
changes in the course were always to be nofed by changes in
the violence or freshness of the breeze, In that quarter of the
ocean the trades blew with very little variation from the south
cast, though in - general the Pacific trades are from the soutb
west. o J

Mark was delighted with the performances of the Neshamony.
Bob gave a good account of her qualities, and said he should
not hesitate to make aail in her for either of the contivents, in
a case of necessity. Accustomed, as he had baen of late, to the
littla Bridget, the pinnace appeared .a considerable craft to
Mark, and he greatly exoited in-this acquisition. No seaman
could hesitate about passing from the reef to the islands, at any
time when i did not absolutely blow a gale, in a boat of this
size and of such qualities ; and even in 8 gale, it might be pos-
sible to make pretty good weather of it. Away she now went,
leaving the Bridget moored in Snug Cove, to await their retarn,
Of course, Mark and Beb had much discourse, while running
down before the wind thst night, in which each communicated
to the other many things that still remained to be said. Mark
waa never tired of asking questions about Bridget; her looks,
her smiles, her tears, her hopes, her foars, her health, her apirita,
aud her reselution, being themes of which he never got weary.
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A watch was sef, nevertheless, and each person in t.he pinnace
had his turn of sleep, if sleep he could.

At the rising of the sun Mark was awake. Springing to his
feet, he saw that Rancocns Island was plainly in view, In the
course of the ten hours she had been out, the Neshamony had
run about seventy miles, having a square-sail :set, in addition to
her jib and main-sail. This brought the mountain for which
she was steering within ten leagues, and directly to leeward.
A littie impatience was betrayed by the young husband, but,
on the whole, ke behaved remsouably well. Mark had never
negléctod his person, notwithstanding his solitude. Dhaily baths,
and the most scrupuiouna attention to his attire, so far us neat-
ness wont, had kept him not only in health, but in spirita, the
frame of the mind depending most intimately. on the condition
of the body. Among other habits, he preserved that of shav-
ing daily. The cotting of his hair gave him the meost troable,
and he had half a mind to got Bob to act as barber on the
prebent oceasion, Thén hé remembered having seen Bridget
once cut the hair of a child, and he could net bat fancy how
pleasant it would be to have her moving aboni him, in the
performance of the same office on himself, - He decided, con-
sequently, to remain as he was, as yegarded his looks, until his
charming  bride could act as hia bair-drasser. .The toilette,
however, was not neglected, and, on the whole, there was ne
reason to complain of the young man's appearance, The ship
furnished him clothes at will, and the climate rendered so fow
pecessary, that even a much smaller stock thae he possessed,
would probably have supplied him for life,

When about a league from the northern end of Rancocns
Istand, Bob set s little flag at his mast-head, the signal, pre-
viously arranged, of hie having been successful. Among the
stores brought by the party from America, wera three regular
tents, or marquees, which Heaton purchased st a sale of old
military stores, and had prodently brought with him, to be
used as occasion might demand. These marquees wore now
pitched on a broad pieco of low land, that lay between the
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¢cliffs and the beach, and where the colony had temporarily
established itselff Mark’s heart beat violently as Bob pointed
ont these little canvas dwellings to him. They were the abodea
of his friends, including his yonng wife. Next the cows ap-
peared, quietly grazing near by, with a pleasant home look,
and the goata and colts were not far off, cropping the grass.
Altogether, our young man was profoundly overcome again, and

it was some time ere he conld regain his self-command. On a

point that proved to be the landing-place, stood a solitary
female figure. As the boat drew nearer she extended her arms,
and then, as if unable to stand, she sunk on & roek which had
served her for a seat ever since the distant sail was visible. In
two riore minutes Mark Woolston had his chammiog young
bride encircled in his arms. The delicacy which kept the
others aloof from this meeting, was imitated by Bob, who,
werely cansing the boat to brush near the rock, so as to allow
of Mark’s jumping ashore, passed on to a distant landing, where
he was met by most of his party, including * Friend Martha "
who rejoiced not a little in the safe return of Friend Robert
Detts, In half an hour Mark and Bridget came up to the mar
quees, when the former made the acquaintance of his brother-
in-law, and had the happiness of embracing his sister. It was
a morning of the purest joy and deepest gratitade. On the
one aide, the solitary man found himself reatored to the delights
of social life, in the persons of those on earth whom he moat
loved; and, on the other hand, the namberless apprehensions
of those who looked for him and his place of retirement, had
all their anxiety rewarded by complete success, Little was
done that day but to ask and answer questions. Mark had to
recount all that bad happened since Bob was taken from him,
and not trifling was the tropidation created among his female
listeners, when he related the history of the earthquake, Their
fears, however, were somewhst appeased by his assurances of
security ; the circumstance that a volecano was in activity near
by, being almost a pledge that no very extensive convulsions
sould follow,



OR, VULOAN'S PEAR, 221

The tolonista remained a week at Rancocus Island, being
acteally too happy to give themselves the distorbance of a re-
moval. At the end of that time, however, Anne was so far re-
covered that they began to talk of a voyage, Bridget, in partic-
ular, dying to see the place where Mark had passed so many
solitary hours; and, as he had assured her move than ouce,
where her image had scarcely ever been sbsent from his
thoughts an hour at a time, As i would be impossible to em-
bark .all the effects at once, in the Neshamony, some method
was to be observed in the removal. The transportation of the
cows and horses was the most serious part of the undertaking,
the pinnace not being constrncted to receive such animals.
Room, nevertheless, could be made for one at a {ime, and still
leave pufficient space in the stern-sheeta for the accommeodation
of five or six persons. It was very desirable to get the females
away first, lest the rumor of the mountain, hitherto unknown,
should spread among the islands, and bring them visitors who
might prove to be troublesome, if not dangerous. Parties ex-
isted in Betto's group, as we beliave they exist everywhers else;
and Bob knew very well that nothing but the ascendency of his
friend, the chief, Qorcony, had been the meana of hia eseaping
as well a8 he did, in the land-fall among them that he had
made. The smallest reverae of fortnne might put Bette down,
and some bitter foe up; and thea there was the certainty that
war canoes might come off in qmest of the mountain, at any
time, without asking the leave of the friendly chief, even while
he remained in power. On the whole, therefore, it was deter-
mined to freight the pinnace with the most valuable of the
effects, put all the females on board, and send her off nnder the
care of Mark, Heaton, and Socrates, leaving Bob and Bigelow
to lock after the stock and the rest of the property. It was
supposed tha boat might be absent a week. = This was done ae-
sordingly ; Bob, on taking leave of Friend Martha, particularly
recommending to her attention the Vulcan's Peak reed-birds,
throwing in a hint that he skould be glad to find a string of
them in the pinnace, on her return
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The voyage to windward was 8 much more seérious businesa
than the run to leeward. By Bob's advice, Mark reefed his
main-gail, and took the bonnet off the jib. Following the same
instroctions, he stood awsy to the southward, letting the boat
go through the water freely, intending to tack when he cameo
pear the voleano, and not before. This was what Bob himself
bad done, and that whick had turmed out so well with him, he
fancied might succeed with his friend. The Neshamony left
Raucocus Jeland just at sunset, Next morning Mark eaw the
smoke of the volcano, and stood for it After making two
stretches, he came up within a league of this spot, whee he
tacked and stood to the northward and eastward, Vulcan’s Peak
having been in plain view the entire day. As reapects the vol.
cano, it was in a comparatively quiet state, though rumbling
sonnds were heard, and stones were cast into the air in consid-
erable quantities, while the beat wss nearest in. One thing,
moreover, Mark ascertained, which greatly increased his confi-
dence in the permauency of the changes that had lately oc.
curied in the physical formation of all that region, He found
himself in comparatively shoal water, when fully a leagne from
this new crater—shosl, in & séaman’s sense, though not in
shallow water; the scundings being from fificen to twenty
fathoms, with.a roeky bottom.

Between the voleano and Vulean's Pesk @ blew quite ﬁ'esh
and Mark had a good occanion to ascertuin the gnalities of the
pinnace., A long, heavy ewell came rolling through the pas-
sage, which was near sixty miles in width, seemingly. with &
sweep thet exteuded to the Southern Ocean.. Notwithstanding
all this, the little craft did wonders, struggling along in a way
one wonld bardly have expected from so small avessel. She
made fully two knots headwsy in - the worst of it, sad io- gens
eral het rate of sailing, close on a wind and uvoder pretty short
canvas, was about three.  The night was very dark, and there
was nothing to steer by but the wied, which gave.some little
embarrassment} but finding himself in much. smoother water
than he had been sll the previous day, about midnight, our
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young man felt satisfied that he was under the les of the island,
and at no preat distance from it. He made short tacks until
daylight, when the huge mass hove up out of the departing
darkoess, within & mile of the boat. It only remained to run
along the land for two or three miles, and to enter the haven
of Suug Cove. Mark had been telling his cotupanions what a
gecret place this haven was to coneeal a vessel in, when he had
» practical confirmation of the truth of his statement that
cansed him to be well langhed at. ' For ten minntes ho conld
not diecover the entrance himself, having negleoted to take the
proper land-marks, that he might have no difficulty in running
for his port. After a time, however, ho canght sight of an
object that he remembered, and found his way into the cove.
Here lay the little namesake of his pretty wife, just as he had
left her, the true Bridget smiling and blushing aa the young
husband pointed out the poor substitute ke had been compelled
to receive for herself, only ten daya earlier.

Mark, and Bocrates, and Dido, and Teresa, Bigelow's wife,
all carried up heavy londs; while Heaton had as much as he
could do to- help Arne and. the child up the sharp acclivity.

Bridget, with her light, active step, and great eagerness to ba- ‘

hold a scene that Mark had described with so much eloquence,
was the first, by a quarter of an hour, on.the plain. When
the othets reached the top, they saw the charming youny thing
runtiing sbout in the nearest grove, that in which her husband
had dired, collscting fruit, and apparently as enchanted ss a
ohild. Mark paused, as he gained the height, to gaze on this
- sight, 8o agreeable-in his oyes, and which rendered the place se
very different from what it had been 20 recently, while he was,
in possession of its glorions beauties, a solitary man, Then, he'
had several times likened himself to Adam in the garden of
Eden, before woman was given to him for 8 companion. Now, ;
now he could feast hia eyes on an Eve, who would have bﬂen
highly attractive in any part of the world.
The articles brought up on the plain, at this first trip, com-
prised all that was necessary to prepsare and to partake of a

L
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breakfast in comfort. A firo was scon blazing, the koitls on,
and the bread-fruit baking. Tt was almost painful to destroy
the reed-birds, or becca fichi, 30 numerous were they, and so
confiding. One discharge from each barrel of the fowling-
piece had enabled Heaton to bring in enough for the whole
party, and these were soon roasting, Mark had brought with
him from the reef, a basket of fresh eggs, and they had been
Bridget's load, in ascending the mountain. He bhad promised
her an American breakfast, and these eggs, boiled, did serve to
remind everybody of a distant home, that was still remembered
with melancholy pleasure. A heartier, or a happier meal, not-
withstanding, was never made than was that breakfast. The
mountain air, invigorating, though bland, the exercise, the ab-
sence of care, the excellence of the. food, which comprised
fresh figs, a tree or two of tolerable sweetnesa having been
found, the milk of the cocoa-nut, the birds, the eggs, the
bread-fruit, etc., all contributed their share to render the meal
memorable. '

The meu, and the three laboring women, were employed tw.
daye in getting the carge of the Neshamony up on the plain,
or to Eden, as Bridget named the spot, uaconscious how often
she herself had been Jikened to a lovely Eve, in the mind of
her young husband. Two of the marquees had been brought,
aud were properly erected, having hoard floors, and every thing
comfortably arranged within and without them. A roof, how-
ever, was scarcely necessary in that delicions climate, where one
could get into the shade of & grove; and a thateched shed was
ensily prepared for a dwelling for the others. By the end of
the third day, the whole party in Eden was comforfably estab-
lished, and Mark took & short Jeave of his bride, to sail for Ran-
cocus again. Dridget shed tears at this separation, short as it
was intended to be ; and numberless were the injunctions to be
wary of the natives, should the latter have visited Betts in the
time intervening between the departure of the Neshamony and
her return, i

The voyage between the two islands lost something of its
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gravity each time it was made. Mark learned a little every
trip, of the courses to bo eteered, the peculiarities of the car-
rents, and the height of the sess. He ran down to Rancocus,
on this occasion, in three hours less time than he had done it
before, eailing at dusk and reaching port mext day at noon,
Nothing had occurred, and to work the men went at once, to
load the pinnace. Room was left for one of the cows and ita
calf; and Bob being reriously impressed with the importance
of improving every moment, the little sloop put to sea agaiv,
the evening of the very day on which it had arrived.

Bridget was standing on a rock by the side of the lirpid
water of the cove, when the Neshamony shot through its en-
trance into the little haven, and her hand was in Mark’s the
instant he landed. Tears gushed.into the eyes of the young
man a8 he recalled his year of solitude, aud felt how different
was such & welcome from his many melancholy amivals and de-
partares, previcusly to the recent events.

It was rather a troublesome matter to get the cow and ealf up
the monntain, The firet did not see enough that was aitractive
in naked rocks, to induce her to mount in the best of humors.
8he drank freely, however, at the brook, appearing to relish its
waters particularly well, At length the plan was adopted of
carrying the calf up a good distance, the cries of the little thing
inducing its mother immedistely to follow. In this way both
were got up into Eden, in the course of an hour. And well did
the poor ecow vindicate the name, when she got & look at the
broad glades of the sweetest grasses, that were atretched before
her. So strongly was her imagination struck with the view—
for we suppose that some cows have even more imagination than
many men—that she actually kicked up her heels, and away she

. went, head down and tail erect, scampering athwart the sward
like a colt. It was not long, however, befors she began to graze,
the voyage having been made on & somewhat short allowance
of both food and water, If there ever was a happy animal, it
was that cow! Hoer troubles were all over. Sea-sickness, dry

food, short allowances of water, narrow lodgings, and hard beds,
651
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were all, doubtless, forgotten, as she roamed at pleasure over
boundless fields, on which the grasa was perennial, seeming never
to be longer or shorter than was necessary to give a good bite ;
and amrong which numberless rills of the purest ‘waters were
aparkling like crystal.

The great d:fﬁcu!ty in possessing & dalry in a warm climate,
is the want of pasture, the -droughts nsnally being so long in
the summer months, At Vulcan's Peak, however, and indeed
io all of that fine region, it rained occasionally, thronghout
the year, more in winter than in enmmer, and that was the
sole distinction in the seasoms, after.allowing for a trifling
change in the temperature, These peculiarities appear to have
been owing to the direction of the prevalent winds, which not
only brought frequent showers, but which preserved a reason-
able degree of freshness in the atmosphere. Within the era-
ter, Mark had’ often found the hest oppressive, even in the
shade; but without, scatcely ever, provided his body was not
directly exposed to the sun's raya. Nor was the difference in
the temperature between the reef snd the peak as marked as
might have been expected from the great elevation of the last.
This was owing to the circamstance that the sea air, and that
usually in'swift motion, enteved so intimately into the composi-
ticn of the atmosphere down on that low range of rocks, im-
patting its customary freshness to every thing it passed over.

Mark did not make the next trip to Rancocus. By this time
Anne passed half the day in the open air, and was so fast re-
gaining her atrength that Heaton did not hesitate to leave her,
The doctor had left many things behind him, that he much
wished to see embarked in person, and he volunteered to be the
companion of Socrates, on this oceasion, leaving the 'bridegroom
behind, with his bride. By this time, Heaton himself was a
reasonably good sailor, and to him Mark confided the instrue-
tions as to the course to be steered and the distance to be run.
All resulted favorably, the Neshamony making the trip in very
geod time, bringing into the ecove, the fourth day after she had
sailed, not only the remaining cow and her calf, but several of
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the goats, Convinced he might now depend on Heaton and
Socrates to eail the pinnace, and Anne expressing a perfect
willingness to remain on the peak, in company with Teresa and
Dido, Mark resolved to proceed to the crater with his two
Bridgets, feeling the propriety of no longer neglocting the prop-
erty in that quarter of his dominions, There was nothing to
excite apprehension, and the women had all acquired a certain
amtount of resclution, that more properly belonged to their situa-
tion than to their sex or nature. Amnne's great object of conm-
cern was the “baby.”” As long as that was safe, every thing
with her was going on well ; and Dido being a renowned baby
doctor, and sll the simples for a child's ailings being in the pos-
session of the young mother, she raised no objection whatever
to her brother’s quitting her.

Bridget had great impatience to make this voyage, for she
longed to see the spot where her hnsband had passed so many
days in solitude. Every thing he had mentioned, in their many
conferences on this subject, was already familiar to her iz im-
agination; but she wished to become more intimately acquaint-
ed with each and all. For Kitty, she really entertained a de-
cided fondness, and even the pigs, as Mark's companicns, had a
certain romantic value in her eyes,

The morning was taken for the departure, and just as the
little eraft got out from under the lee of the peak, and began to
feel the true brecze, tha sun rose gloriously ont of the eastern
waves, lighting the whole of the blue waters with his brilliant
rays. Never did Vulean's Peak appear more grand or more
soft—for grandeur or sublinity, blended with softness, make
the principal charny of noble tropical scenery—than it did that
morning ; and Bridget looked up at the dark, overhanging
cliffs, with a smile, as she paid—

““We may love the reef, dear Mark, for what it did for you
in your distress, but I foresee that this Eden will eventually be-
come our home.”

< There are many things to render this mountain preferable
to the reef; though, now we are serionsly thinking of a colony,
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it may be well to keep both, Even Rancocus wounld be of
great value to us, as a pasture for goats, and a range for catile.
It may be long before the space will be wanted by human be-
ings, for actual cultivation ; but each of our present possessions
is now, and long will continue to be, of great use to us ss as.
sistants. We shall live principally on the peak, I think myself;
but we must fish, get our salt, and obtain most of our vegeta-
bles from the reef.”

#“Ob! that reef, that reef—how long will it be, Mark, before
we see it§”

The enamored young husband laughed, and kissed his charm-
ing wife, and told her to restrain her impatience. Several
hours must elapse befors they conld even come in sight of the
rocks, These hours did pass, and with the occurrence of no
cvent worthy of being recorded. The trades usnally blew fresh
in that quarter of the oceam, but it was seldom that they
brought tempests. Occasionally squalla did occur, it is true;
but a prudent and experienced mariner could ordinarily guard
against their consequences, while the hurricane seldom failed,
ke most ather great physical phenomena, to have its precur-
gors, that were easily seen and understood. On the present oc-
casion, the boat ran across the passage in very good time, mak-
ing the crater in about five hours, and the ship's masts in six.
Mark made a good land-fall, coming in to leeward of the cape,
or low promontory already mentioned—Cape South he called it
—while there still remained several hours of day. Dridget waa
greatly strack with the vast difference she could not help finding
between the appearance of these low, dark, and so often naked
rocks, and that of the Eden she had just left. Teara came into
ker eyes, as she pictured her husband a solitary wanderer over
these wastes, with no water, even, but that which fell from the
clouds, or which came from the casks of the ship. When,
however, she gave utlerance to this feeling, one so natural to
her situation, Mark told her to have patience until they reached
the crater, when she would see that he had possessed a variety of

. Dblessings, for which he had every reason to be grateful to God.
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There was no difficulty in getting into the proper channel,
when the boat fairly flew along the rocks that Jined the pas-
sages. So long as she was in rongh water, the sails of so small
s craft were necessarily becalmed a good deal of the time; but
now that there was nothing to intercept the breeze, she caught it
all, and made the most of it. To Mark’s surprise, as they
passed the prairie, he saw all of hia swine on it, now, including
two half-unconsumed litters of well-grown pigs, some seventeen
in pumber. These animals had sctually found their way along
the rocks, & distance of at least twenty miles from home, and
by the erocked path they had taken, probable ona much great-
er. They all appeared full, and contented. So much of the
water had already evaporated as to make it.tolerable walking
on the sea-weed; and Mark, stopping to examine the progress
of things, prognosticated that another year, in that climate,
would convert the whele of that wide plain into dry land. In
many places, the hogs had already found their way down,
through tho ses-weed, into the mud ; and there was oue partic-
ular spot, quite near the channel, where the water was all gone,
and where the pigs had rooted over so much of the sarface, as
to convert two or three acres into s sort of half-tilled field, in
which the sea-weed was nearly turned under the mud. Noth-
ing but drenching rains were wanting to render such a place
bighly productive, and it was certain those rains would come at
the end of the season,

About the middle of the day, Mark ran the boat alongside of
the reef, at the usual landing, and weicomed Bridget to his and
her home with a kiss, Every thing was in ita place, and a
glance sufficed to show that ne human foot had boen there,
during the weeks of his absence, Kitty was browsing on the
,Summit, and no spaniel could have played more antics than she
did, at the sight of her master. At first, Mark had thought of
transferring this gentle and playful young goat to the peak, and
to place her in the little flock collected there; but he had been
induced to change his mind, by recollecting how much she con-
tributed to the beauty of the Bummit, by keeping down the
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grass, He had therefore brought her a compamon, which had
no sooner heen landed on the reef, than it bounded off to make
scquaintance with the stranger on the elevation.

Bridget was almost overcome when she got on board the ship.
There was even & certain snblimity in the solitude that reigned
over every thing, that impressed ‘her imagination, and she won-
dered that amy human being could so long have dwelt there
alone, uncheered by the hope of deliverance. In the cabin of
that vessel she had plighted her faith to Mark, and a flood
of recollections burst upon her ns she entered it. Mark was
obliged to allow her to seck relief in- tears, But half an hour
bronght her round again, and then she set abont patting things
in ordef, and making this very important abode submit to the
influence of woman's love of comfort and order. By the time
Mark came back from his garden, whither ke had gone to as-
certain -its condition, Bridget had his sapper ready for him,
prepared. with a neatness and method to which he had long
been a stranger. That was & very delicious meal to both. The
husband bad lighted a fire in the galley, where the wife had
" ¢ooked the meal, which consisted principally of some pan-fish,
taken in the narrow channels hetween the rocks, and which had
been cleaned by Mark himself, as they sailed along. It was, in-
deed, & great point of solicitude with this young husband to pre-
vent his charming wife from performing duties for which she
was nnfitted by education, while the wife herself was only toe
solicitous to make herself nseful I one sense, Bridget was a
very Imowing person about a honschold, She knew how to pre-
pare many savory compounds, and had the whole culinary art at
her fingers' ends, in the way of giving directions. It was no
wonder, then, that Mark found every thing she fonched, or
prepared, good, as every thing she said sounded pleasant and
reasonable. The last is a highly important ingredient in matri-
wonial lifé, but the first has its merit ; and Bridget Woolston
was both pleasaﬁt and reasonablé, Though a little romantic,
and inclined to hazard all for feeling and what she conceived
to be duty, at the bottom of all ran a vein of excellent acnse,
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which had been reasonably sttended to. Iler temper was
sweetness itsolf, and that is one of the greatest requisitea in
married happiness. To this great guality must be added affec-
tion, for she waa devoted to Mark, and nothing he wished would
she hesitate about striving to obtain, even at painful sacrifices
to herself One sa generons-minded and manly as her husband,
-¢ould not fail to discover and appreciate such a disposition,
which entered very largely into the compout.lon of their fatore
happiness, -

Qur young comple did not visit the crater and the Summit
until the sun had lost most of its power. Then Mark intro-
duced his wife into his garden, and to his lawn, Exclamations
of delight escaped the last, at nearly every step; for, in addi-
tion to the accidental peculiaritiea of such a place, the vegeta-
tion had advanced as vegetation only can advance within the
tropics, favored by frequent rains and & rich soil. The radishes
were half as large as Bridget's wrists, and as tender as her
heart ; the lettuce was already heading ; the beans were fit to
pull ; the onions large enough to boil, and the peas even too
old. On the Bummit, Mark ¢nt a conple of melons, which were
of a flavor snrpassing any he had ever before tasted, With
that epot Bridget was especially delighted. It was, just then,
a8 green a9 grass conld be, and Kitty had found its plants so
very sweet, that she had scarce descended once to trespass on
the garden. Here and there tho imprint of her little hoof was
to be traced on a bed, it is true, but she appeared to have gone
there more to look after the conditiou of the garden than to
gratify her appetite,

While on the Summit, Mark pointed out to his wife the
fowls, now increased to something like fifty. Two or three
broods of chickens had come within the last month, making
their living on the reef that was separated from that of the
crater by means of the bridge of planks. As two or three
flew across the narrow pass, however, he was aware that the
state of his garden must be owing to the fact that they stiil
found a plenty on those rocks for their support. In returning
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to the ship, he visited s balf-barrel prepared for that purpose,
and, as he expected, found a nest contsiving a dozen egga,
These he took the liberty of appropriating to his own use,
telling Bridget that they could eat some of them for their
breakfast.

But food never had been an interest to give our solitary man
much uneasiness. From the hour when he found mnck, and
sea-weed, and guano, he felt assured of the means of subais-
tence ; being, in truth, though he may not have known it him-
self, more in danger of falling behindhand in consequeunce of
the indisposition to activity that almost ever accompanies the
sbundance of a warm climate, than from the sbsolute want of
- the mesns of advencing. That night Mark and Bridget knelt,
side by side, and returned thanks to God for all his mercies.
How sweet the former found it to see the light form of his
beautiful companion woving about the spaciouns cabin, giving it
an air of home and happioess, no one can fully appreciate who
bas not been cut off from these accustomed joys, and then been
suddenly testored to them.
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CHAPTER XV,

*1 beg, good Heaven, with just desires,
‘What need, net lnxury, regoirea;
Give me, with sparing hawda, bot modersia woalth,
A lttle honor, and enongk of health;
Free from the bosy oty life,
Near shady grores snd perling streams confined,
A falthful friend, & ploanlog wila;
Ard glve me ol! In one, glve a contanted mind.™
ANoRTMOUS,

Magx and Bridget remained at the reef a week, entirely alone,
To them the time seemed but a single day; and so completely
were they engrossed with each other and their present happi-
ness, that they almost dresded thé hour of retarn. Every thing
was visited, however, even to the abandoned anchor, and Mark
made s trip to the eastward, carryiog his wife ont into the open
water in that direction. But the ship and the crater gave Bridget
the grestest happiness. Of these she never tired, though the
first gave ber the most pleasure, A ship was associated with
all her earliest impressions of Mark; on bosrd that very ship
she had been married; and now it formed her home, termpora-
rily, if not permanently. Bridget had been living so long be-
neath e tent, and in eavage huts, that the accommodations of
the Rancocus appeared like those of a palace. They wers not
inelegant even, thongh it was not usual, in that period of the
tepublic, to fit ap vessels ‘with a magnificence littie short of
royal yachts, as iz done at present. In the way of conveniencs,
however, our ship could boast of a great deal. Her cabins
were on deck, or under & poop, and consequently enjoyed every
advantage of light and air. Beneath were store-rooms, still
well supplied with meny articles of luxury, though fime was
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beginning to make its usual inroads on their qualities, The
bread was not quite as sound ss it was once, nor did the teas
retain all their strength and flavor, but the sugar was just as
sweet as the day it was shipped, and in the coffes thers was no
apparent change. Of the buiter we do not choose o say any
thing, Bridget, in the prettiest manner imaginable, declared
that as soon as she conld set Dido at work, the store-rooms
should be clogely examined and thoronghly cleaned. Then the
galley made such a convenient and airy kitchen! Mark had
removed the house, the awning answering every purpose, and
his wife declared that it was a pleasure to cook a meal for him,
in 80 pleasant a place.

The first dish Bridget ever literally cooked for Mark, with
her own hands—or, indecd, for any one elsc—was a mess of
#grass,"” as it was the custom of even the most polished peopla
of America then to call asparagus, They had gone togetber to
the asparagns bed on Loam Island, and had found the plant
absolately lnxuriating in its faverite soil. The want of butter
was the pgreatest defect im this mess—for, to say the truth,
Bridget refused the ship's butber on this occasion—but, luckily,
encugh oil remsined to furnish a tolerable substitnte. Mark de-
clared he had never tasted any thing in his life half so good!

At the end of the week, the governor, as Heaton had styled
Mark, and as Bridget had begun playfully to term him, gave the
opinion that it was necessary for them to tear themselves away
from their paradise. Never before, most certainly, had the reef
appeared to the young husbénd a spot as delightful as he now
fonnd it, aod it did seem to him very possible for one to pass s
whole lifs on it without murmuring, His wife again and again
sasured him she had never before been half as happy, and that,
much a8 she loved Anve and the baby, she could remain a
month longer, without being in the least wearied. But it was
prudent to return to the psak, for Mark had never felt his for-
mer security agatnst foreign invasion, since be was atquainted
with the proximity of peopled islands,

The passage was presperous, and it gave the scene an sir of
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sirilization and life, to fall in with the Neshamony off the cove,
She was coming in from Raucocus, on her last trip for the stores,
having brought every thing away but two of the goats. These
Liad been driven up into the mountains, and there left. Bige-
low had come away, and the whole party of colonists were now
assembled at Vulcan’s Peak. But Betts had a communication
to make that gave the governor a good desl of concern. He
reported that after they had got the pinnace-loaded, and wers
only waiting for the proper time of day to quit Rancocus, they
discovered a fleet of canoes and catamaraps .spproaching the
island from the direction of the Group, a3 they familiarly termed
the cluster of islands that was known to be nearest to them, to
the northward and weatward, By means of a glass, Beits had
ascertained that a certain Waslly was o board the leading
canoe, and he regarded this as an evil omen. 'Waally was Oo-
roony's most formidable rival and moet bitter foe ; and the cir-
cumstance that he was Jeading such a flotilla, of itself, Bob
thought, was an. indication that he had prevailed over honest
Betto, in some recent engounter, and was now ahroad, bent on
- further mischief. Indeed, it seemed scareely possible that men
like the nativea should hent of the existence of such a mountain
as that of Rapcocus Island, in their vmmty, and not.wish to
explore, if not to possess it
Botta had pushed off, and - made eail;-as-soon a9 assured of
t.lus fact. - He knew the pinnace conid outsail any thing the isl-
anders possessed, more especially on a wind, and he mancenvred
about the flotilla for an hour, making his observations before he
left it. - This was clearly a wae party, and Bob thought there
were white men joit. At least, he saw two indlviduals who ap-
peared to him to be white sailors, attired in a semi-savage way,
and who were in the same canoe with the terrible Wasfly, It
was nothing out of the way for séamen ta get adrift on the isl-
and scattered about in the Pacific, there being scarcely a group
in whioh more or less of them were not 10 be found. . The pres-
ence of these men, too, Bob regarded as another evil omén, and
be felt the necessity of throwing all the dust he could into their
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eyea. When the pinnace left the flotilla, therefore, insiead of
passing out to windward of the island, as was her true course,
nhe steered in an almost contrary direction, keeping off well to
leeward of the land, in order not to get becalmed under the
heights, for Bob well knew the canoes, with paddles, would soon
overhanl him, should he lose the wind,

It was the practice of onr colonists to quit Rancocus just be-
fore the sun set, and to stand all night on & south-east conrse.
‘This invatiably brought them in sight of the smoke of the vol-
cano by morning, and shortly after they wade the peak. Al
of the day that succesded, was commonly passed in beating up
to the voleano, or as near to it as it was thought prudent to go;
and, tacking to the northward and eastwsrd, about sunset of the
second day, it was found on the following morning, that the
Neshamony was drawing near to the cliffs of Vulean’s Peak, if
ghe were not already beneath them. Asamatter of course, then,
Bob had not far to go, before night shut in, and left him at
liberty to steer in whatever direction he pleased. Fortunately,
that night had no moon, though there was not much danger of

2o small a craft as the Neshamony being seen at any great dis-

tance on the water, even by moonlight. Bob consequently de-
termined to beat up off the north end of the istand, or Low
Cape, as it was named by the colonists, from the circumstance
of ite having a mile or two of iow land around it, before the
mountaine commenced. Once off the cape again, and reasona-
bly well in, he might possibly make discoveries that wounld be
of use.

It took two or three hours to regain the lost ground, by beat-
ing to windward, By eleven o’clock, however, the Neshamony
was not only off the cape, but quite close in with the landing,
The climate rendering fires sltogether unnecessary at that sea-
eon, and, indead, st nearly all seasous, except for cooking, Bob
cauld ot trace the encampment of the savages by that means,
Still, he obtained all the information he desired. This was not
done, however, without grest risk, snd by & most dariog step
on his part. e lowered the sails of the boat and went along-

v
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side of the rock, where the pinnace umally came to, the canoes,
ete., having made another, and a less eligible harbor. Bob then
landed in person, and stole along the shore in the direction of
the eleeping savages. Unknown to himself, he was watched,
end was just crouching under some bushes, in order to get a
little mesrer, when he felt a hand on his shoulder. There was
a moment when blood was in danger of being shed, but Betls
hand was stayed by hearing, in good English, the words—

“Where dre yon bound, shipmate "

The question was asked in a guarded, under tone, a circum-
stance that reassured Bob, quite as much as the language.. He
at once perceived that the two men whom be had, rightly
enough, taken for seamen, were in these bushes, where it would
peem they had long been on the walch, observing the move-
ments of the pinnace. They told Bob to have no apprehen-
sions, as all the savages were asluep, at some little distance, and
accompanied him back to the Neshamony. Here, to the snr-
prise and joy of all parties, Bigelow recoguized both the eailors,
who had not only been his former shipmaies, but were actual.
Iy his townsmen in Americs, the whole three having been bom
within a mile of each other. The history of these three wan-
derers from home was very much alike. They bhad coms to
the Pacific in s whaler, with a drunken captain, and had, in
succession, left the ship. Bigelow found hia way to Panama,
where he was canght by the dark eyes of Teress, as has been
related. Peters bad fallen in with Jones, in the course of his
wanderings, and they had been for tho last two years smong
the pearl islands, nandecided what to do with themnselves, when
Waally ordered both to accompany him in the present expedi-
tion. They had gathered enough in hints given by different
chiefs, to understand that a party of Christians was to be mas-
sacred, or enslaved, and plundered of course. They bad beard
of the ‘‘ canoe’ that had been tabooed for twelve moons, bui
were at a loss to comprehend one-half of the story, and were
left to the most anxious conjectures, They were not permitted
to pass on to the islands under the conmtrol of Qoroony, but
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* were jealousty detained in Waally’a part of the gronp, and con-
sequently had not been in 2 situation to learn all the particulars
of the singular party of colonists who had gone to the southr
ward, Thos much did Peters relate, in aubstance, when a
eall smong the savages notified the whole of the whites of the
necessity of soming to some conclusion concerning the future,
Jones and Peters acknowledged it wonld not be safe to remain
any longer, thongh:the last gave his opivion with an obvions
reluctance. As it afterward appeired, Peters had married an
Indian wife, to whom he was much attsched; and he did not
like the ides of abandoning bher. There was but a moment for
reflaction, however, and almost without kuowing it himself,
when he found the pinnace about to make sail iniorder to get
off the land, ha followed Jonos into her, sand was half a mile
from the shore before he had time to reflect muck on lher he
had left bebind him, His companion ¢onsoled bhim by telling
him that an opportunity might oceur of sending a message to
Petrina, as they had named the pretty young savage, who would
not fail to find her way to Rancocus, sooner or later. -

With these important :accessions to his forces, Bob did not
hesitate about putting to" ses, leaving Waally to make what
discoveries he might. Should the natives ascend to the higher
parts of the mountain, they conld kardly fail to see both the
smoke of the voleano and the peak, though it would Inckily
not be in their power to see the reef, or any part of that low
group of rocks, It was very possible they might attempt io
crogs the passage between the two ioountains, though the cir-
cumstance that Vulean’s Peak lay so directly to windward of
Rancoceus offered a very serious obstacle to their succeeding.
Had the two gsilors remained with them, they, indeed, might
kave tanght the Indians to overcome the winds and waves ; but
these very men were of opinion, from whet they had seen of the
patives and of their enterprises, that it rather exceeded their
skill and perseverance, to work their canoes a hundred miles
dead to windward, and againat the sea that was usoally on in
that quarter of the Pacific.
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- The colonists, generally, gave the two recruits a very wel-
come reception. Bridget smiled when Mark suggested that
Jones, who was & well-looking lad enough, would make n very
proper husband for Joan, and that he doubted not his being
called on, in his character of magistrate, to unite them in the
course of the next six months. The designs of the savages,
bowever, caused the party to thisk of -any thing but weddings,
just st that moment, and a council was held to devise a plan
for their fature government. - As Mark was gonsidered the head
of the colony, and had every way the most experience, his
opinion swayed these of his companions, and all his resom-
mendsations were adoptéd. There were on board the ship eight
carronades, then. quite a new gun, and mounted ou trucks.
They were of the bore of twelve-pounders, but light and man-
sgeable, There was also "abundance of smmunition in the
vesuel's magazine, no-ship coming to the Feejees to trade with-
out a proper regard to the axmament. Mark proposed going
over to the reef with the Neshamony, the very next day, in or
der to transport two of the guns, with a proper supply of pow-

der- and shot, $o the peak. Now there was one place on the -

path, or stairs, whera it would be-easy to defend the last against
an army, the rocks, whichk were absclutely perpandicular on
each side of it, coming so ciose fogether, as to render it practic-
able to close the passage by a narrow gate. This gate Mark
did not purpose -to erect now, for he thought it unnecessary.
All ke intended was to plant the two guns at this pasa: opa on
a piece of level rock directly over it, and a little on one side
which would command the enteance of the cove, and the covt
itself, as well as the whole of the path beneath ; and the othe:
on another vatural platform, a short distance above, where it
could not only command the pass, but, by using the last as a sort
of etabrasure, by firing through it, could not only sweep the
ravine for some distance dows, but could also rake the cotrance
of the cove, and quite half of the little basin iteelf,

Bob greatly approved of this arrangement, though all the
soumen were too much accustomed to obey their officers to

v
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raise the smallest objections to any thing that Mark proposed.
Betts was the only person who had made the circuit of the
peak; but he, and Mark, and Heaton, who had been a good
deal round the cliffs, on the side of the water, all agreed in
paying they did not believe it possible for a human being
to reach the plain, unless the ascent was made by the stairs.
This, of course, rendered the fortifying of the last s matter of
so much the greater imporance, since it converted the whole
island into & second Gibraltar, It was true, the recf would re-
main exposed io depredations; though Mark was of opinjon
that, hy leaving a portion of their fores in the ship, with two
or thres of the gnna st command, it would not be diffcalt to
beat off five hundred natives. A for the crater, it might very
easily be made impregnable,

Ethis meeting Heaton proposed the establishment of some
sort of gevernment and authority, which they should all solemn-
ly swear to support. The ides was favorably received, and
Mark was unanimously chosen governor for life, the law being the
rule of right, with such special enactments as might, from time
to time, iasne from a council of three, who were also elected for
life. This council consisted of the governor, Heaton, and Betta.
Human society haa little difficalty in establishing itself on just
principles, when the wants ara few and interests simple. 1t is
the bins given by these last that perverts it from the true direc-
tion. In our island community, most of ita citizens were ac-
customed to think that education and practice gave a man
certain claims to control, and, as yet, demagogueism had no
place with them., A fow pecessary rules, that were connected
with their particular sitnation, were enacted by the council and
: promulgated, when the meeting adjourned. Happily they
" were, g8 yet, far, very far from that favorite sophism of the day,
" which would teach the inexperienced to fancy it an advantage
to a legislator to commence his career as low as possible on the
acale of ignorance, in order that he might be what it is the fash-
ion to term “ 3 self-made mat;

Mark now took the comimand, and issued his orders with a
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show of zuthority. ~ His attention was first turned to rendering
the peak impregnable. There were & plenty of muskets ard
fowling-pieces already there, Heaton having come well provided
with arms and smmunition. As respects the last, Peters and
Jonen were set to work to clear out a sort of cavern in the rock,
that was not only of a convenient size, but which was conve-
niently placed for such a purpose, at no great distance fram the
haad of the stairs, to receive the powder, ete. The cavity was
perfectly dry, an indispensable requisite, and it was equa!ly well
protected against the admission of water.

The next thing was to collect a large pile of dry wood on the
naked height of the peak. This was to be lighted, at night, in
the event of the cances appearing while he was absent, Mark
being of opinion that he could see such a beacon-fire from the
recf, whither he was about to proceed. Having made these
arrangements, the governor set aail with Betts, Bigelow, and
Soerates for his companions, leaving Healon, with Peters and
Jones, to take care of most of the femnles. We say of most,
since Dide and Juno went along, in order to cook, and to wash
all the clothes of the whole colony, a part of which were sent
in the pinnace, but most of which were on board the ship. This
was & potrtiop of his duty, when a solitary man, to which Mark
was exceedingly averse, and having shirts almost ad libitum,
Bridget had found nearly a hundred ready for the *buck-
basket.” There was no danger, therefore, that the ¢ wash”
would be too smail,

Betts was deeply impressed with the change that he found in
the rocks. 'There, where he had left water over which he
had often floated his rafi, appeared dry land, Nor was La
muchk less struck with the appearsnce of the crater. It was
now & hill of a bright, lively verdure, Kitty and her new friend
keeping it quite as closely cropped as was desirable, The in-
terior, too, struck him forcibly; for there, in addition to the
garden, now flourishing, though s little in want of the hoe, was
s meadow of acres in extent, in which the grass was fit to cat. -
Mark had ohserved this circumstance when last at the crater,

652 11
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and Socrates had brought his scythe and forks, to cat and cnre
the hay.

The morning after the arrival, everybody went to work, The
women set up their tubs under an awning spread for that pur-
pose near the spring, and were scon up to their elbows in suds.
The scythe was get in motion, and the pionace was taken round
to the ship. Three active seamen soon hoisted out the carron-
ndes, and stowed them in the little eloop, The ammanition fol-
lowed, and half & dozen barrels of the beef and pork were pat
in the Neshamony also. Mark scarcely ever touched this food
now, the fish, eggs, chickens, and pigs, kesping his larder suf-
ficiently well supplied. Bat some of the men pined for ship's
provisions—beef and pork that had now been packed more than
two years—and the governor thought it might be well enough
to indulge them. The empty barrels would be convenient on
the peak, and the salt would be acceptable, after being dried
and pulverized.

The day was passed in loading the Neshamony, and in look
ing after varicus interests on the reef. The hogs had all come
in, and were fed. Mark shot one, and had it dressed, putiing
moat of its meat into the pinnace. He also sent Bob out to his
old place of resort, near Loam Jsland, whence he bronght back
near a hundred hog-fish, These were divided, alzo, some being
given to Dido's mess, and the rest put in the pinnace, after tak-
ing out enough for a good supper. About ten at night, the
Neshamony sailed, Mark carrying her out inte the open water,
when he placed Bob at the helm, Bigelow had remained in
the ship, to overhaul the lumber, of which there wers atill large
piles, both betwixt decks and in the lower hold, as did the
whole of the Soerates family, who were yet occupied with the
hay harvest and the ** wash.” Before he lay down to catch his
nap, Mark took a good lock to the sonthward, in quest of the
beacon, but it was aot burning—a sign the savages had not ap-
peared in the course of the day. With this assurance, he fell
asleep, and slept until informed by Bob that the pinnace was
running beneath the cliffs. Betts called him, because the honest

¢
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fellow was absolutely at a loss to know where to find the en-
trance of the cove. Bo closely did the rocks iap, that this
mouth of the harbor was most effectnally concealed from all
but those who happened to pet quite close in with the cliffs,
and in a particular position. Mark, himself, caught a glimpse of
this natrow entrance accidentally, on his first voyage, else might
he have been obliged to abandon the hope of geiting on the
heighta; for subsequent exsmination showed that there was but
that one spot on the whole cireuit of Vulean's Peak, where man
could ascend to the plain, without having recourse to engineer-
ing and the labor of months, if not of years.

Bob had brought along oune of the two swivels of the ship, as
an armament for the Neshamony, and he fired it noder the cliffs,
as a signal of herreturn. This brought down all the men, who,
with their united strength, dragged the carronades up the stairs,
and plaged them in position. With a view to acale the guns,”
the governor now had each loaded, with a round shot and a
case of canister, 'The gun just above the pass, he pointed him-
self, at the entrance of the cove, and touched it offi. The whole
of the missiles went into the paseage, making the water fairly
foam again, The other gun was depressed so as to sweep the
stairs, and, on examination, it was found that its shot had raked
the path most effectually for a distance exceeding a hundred
yards. Small magazines were made in the rocks, near each
gun, when the most important part of the arrangements for de-
fence were considered to be eatisfactorily made for the present.
The remainder of the cargo was discharged, and got up the
mountain, thoagh it took thres days to effect the last. The
provisions were opened below and overhauled, quite one-half
of the pork being consigned to the soap-fat, though the beef
proved to bo still sound and sweet, Such as was thought fit to be
consumed was carried np in baskets, and repacked on the moun-
tain, the labor of rolling up the barrels satisfying everybody,
after one experiment. This difficulty set Mark to wurk with his
wits, and he found a shelf that overhubg the landing, at a height
of fully a hundred yards above it, where there was a mnatural
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platform of rock, that wonld suffice for the parade of a regiment
of men. Here ke determined to rig a derrick, for there was an
easy ascent and descent to this * platform,” as the place was
called, and down which a carf might go without any diffieulty, -
if 8 cart was to be had, The platform might also be used
for musketeers, in an action, and on examining it, Mark deter-
mined to bring over cme of the two long sixes, and mount it
there, with a view to command the offing. From that height a
shot could be thrown in any dlrechon, for more than a mile
outside of the harbor, :

Heaton had seen no signs of the canoces, nor could Mark, at
any time during the next four days after his return, though he
was each day on the peak itself, to examine the ocean. On the
fifth day, therefore, he and Bob crossed over to the reef again,
talnng Bridget along this time. The latter delighted in the
“ship, the cabins of which were so much more agreesble and
comfortable than the tents, and which had so’ long been her
husband’s solitary abode.

On reaching the reef, the governor was greatly surprlsed to
find that Bigelow had the frame of a boat even larger than the
pinnace set np, one that measured fourteen tons, though mod-
elled {o carry, rather than to sail. In overbauling the * stuff”’
in the ship, he had found not ouly all the materials for this
eraft, but those necessary for a boat a little larger than the
Bridget, which, it seems, had been sent for the ordinary service
of the ship, should any thing occur to occasion the loss of the
two she commonly used, in addition to the dingui. These were
treasures, indeed, vesscls of this size being of the utmost nse to
the colonists, For the next month, several hands were kept af
work on these two boats, when both were got into the water,
rigged, and turned over for duty. The largest boat of the little
fleet, which had no deck at all, not even forward, and which
was not only lighter-built but lighter-rigged, having one large
aprit-sail that brailed, was cailed the Mary, in honor of Hes-
ton’s mother ; while the jolly-boat carried joy to the hearts of
the house of Socrates, by being named the Dido. As she was
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painted black as a crow, this appellstion was not altogether
inappropriate, Soc declarmg, ‘ dat’e boat did a good deal favor
his ole woman.’

‘While these things were in progress, the Neshamouy was not
idle. She made six voyages between the reef and the peak in
that month, cérrying to the last, fish, fresh pork, various neces-
saries from the ship, as well as eggs and salt. Some of the
fowls were caught and transferred to the peak, as well as half a
dozen of the porkers, The return cargo consisted of reed-
birds, in large quantities, several other varieties of birds, bread-
fruits, bacanas, yams, cocoa-nuts, and a fruit that Heaton dis-
covered, which was of a most delicious flavor, resembling straw-
berries and cream, and which was afterward ascertained to be
the charawoya, the frait that, of alf others, when good, is
thought to surpass every thing else of that nature. Bridget alse
picked a basket of famously large wild strawberries on the S8um-
mit, and sent them {o Anve, Yo return, Acne sent her sister,
not only cream and milk, by each passage, but s little fresh
butter. The calves had been weaned, and the two cows were
now giving their largest quantity of milk, furrishing almost aa
much butter as was wanted,

At the crater, Socrates put every thing in order, He mowed
the grass, and made a neat stack of it in the centre of the mead-
ow, He cleaned the garden thoroughly, sud made some
arrangements for enlarging it, though the yield, now, was quite
as great as all the cqlonists could consume; for, no sooner was
ong vegotable dug, or cat, than another was put in its place.
On the peak, Peters, who was half a farmer, dug over av acre
or two of rich loam, and made a fence of brush, with a view of
having & garden in Eder. Really, it almost seemed super-
flaous; though those who kad been accustomed to salads, and
besus, and beets, and onions, and cucurmbers, and all the other
common vegetables of a civilized kitchen, soon began to weary
of the more luseions fruits of the tropics. With the wild figs,
however, Heaton, who was & eapital horticulturist, fancied he
could do something. He picked out three or four thriving
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young trees of that class, which bore fruit a little better flavored
than most around them, and cut away all their neighbors, let-
ting in the sun and air freely. He also trimmed their branches,
and dug around the roots, which he refreshed with gunane, the
use of which had been imparted by Mark to his fellow-colonists,
though Bigelow knew all about it from having lived in Peru,
and Bob had early let the governor himself into the secret.

The governor and his lady, as the community now began to
term Mr. and Mrs, Mark Woclston, were on the point of em-
barking in the Neshamony, to visit Vulean’s Peak, after a resi-
dence on the reef of more than a month, when the orders for
sailing were countermanded, in consequence of certain sipns in
the atmosphere, which indicated something like another hurri-
cens, The tempest came, and in good earnest, but without any
of the disastrous consequences which had atteuded that of the
previous year. It blew fearfully, and the water was driven into
al. the sounds, creeks, channels, and bays of the group, bringing
many of the islands, isthmuses, peninsulas, and plains of rock,
what the scamen call * awash,” though no material portion was
actually overflowed. At the reef itself, the water rose a fathom,
but it did not reach the surface of the island by several feet, and
all passed off without any other consequences than gmng the
new colonists a taste of the climate,

Mark, on this cccasion, for the first time, noted a change that
was gradually taking place on the surface of the reef, without
the crater. Most of its cavities were collecting deposits, that
were derived from various sources—sea-weed, offals, refuse stuff
of all kinds, the remains of the deluge of fish that occurred
the past year, and all the indescribable atoms that ever contrib-
ute to form soil in the neighborhood of man, There were
many spots on the reef, of acres in extent, that formed shallow
basing, in which the surface might be two or three inches lower
than the surrounding rocks, and in these spots in particular,
the accumulations of an incipient earthy matter were plainly
visible, .As these cavities eollected and retained the moisture,
usually from rain to rain, Mark had some of Friend Abraham
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White's grass seed sown over them, in order to aid nature in
working out her own benevolent designs. In less than a month,
patches of green began to appear on the dusky rocks, and there
wad gooid reason to hope that a few years would convert the
whole reef into a smiling, verdant plaie. It was true, the soil
could not scon obtain any useful depth, except in limited spots;
but in that climate, where warmth and moisiure united to push
vegetation to the utmost, it was an easy thing to obtain a bot-
tom for grasses of almost all kinds.

Nor did Mark's provident care limit itself fo this one instance
of forethought Socrates was sent in the dingui to the prairie,
over which the hogs had now been rooting for fully two months,
mixing together mud and sea-weed, somewhat loosely it is true,
but very extensively; and there he scattered Timothy seed in
tolerable profusion. Socrates was a long-headed, as well as a
long-footed fellow, and ha brought back from this expedition &
report that was of material importance to the future husbandry
of the colonists, According to his statement, this large deposit
of mud and sea-woed lay on a peninsuls, that might be barri-
caded against the inroads of hogs, cattle, etc., by a fence of
somo iwo or three rods in length, This was a very favorable
circumstance, where wood was to be imported for many years
to eome, if not forever; though the black had brought the
geads of certain timbers from the peak, and put them into the
ground in a hundred places on the reef, where the depth of de-
posit, aud other circumstances, sesmed favorable to their growth,
As for the prairie, could it be made to grow grasses, it would
be a treasure to the colony, inasmuch as its extent reached fully
to a thousand acrea. The exasmination of Socratea was flatter-
ing in other respeets, The mud was slready dry, and the de-
posit of salt did not seem to be very great, little water having
been left there after the eruption, or lifting of the earth’s ernst.
The rains had done much, and certain coarse, natural grasses
wera beginaing to show themselves in various parts of the field.
As the hogs would not be likely to root over the same spot
twice, it was not proposed to exclude them, but they were per
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mitted to range over the field at pleasure, in the hope that they
would add to its fertility by mixing the materials for soil. In
such a climate, Bvery-change of a vegetable character was ex.
tremely rapid, and now that no one thought of abandoning the
settlement, it was very desirable to obtain the different benefita
of eivilization as soon as possible. '

All the blacka remained at the reef, where Mark himself
passed a good deal of his time, In their next visit to the
peak, they found thinga flourishing, and the garden leoking
particularly well. The Vuleanists had their melons in any
quantity, as well as most vegetables without limits. It was de-
termined to divide the cows, leaving ome on the peak, and
sending the other 1o the erater, where there was now sufficient
grass to keep two or three such animals. “With a view to this
arrangement, Bob had been directed to fence in the garden and
stack, by means of ropes and stanchions let fnto the ground.
‘When the Anne returned to the reef, therefore, from heér first
voyage to the peak, & cow way sent over in her. This change
wzs made solely for the convenience of the milk, all the rest of
the large stock being retained on the plain, where there was
sufficient grass to sustain thousands of hoofs, :

But the return cargo of the Anne, on this, her first voyage,
was composed mainly of ship-timber, Heaton had fonnd a
variety of the teak in the foresta that skirted the plain, and
Bigelow had got -ont of the trees the frame of a behooner
that was intended to measure sbout eighty tons, A oraft of
that size would be of the greatest service to them, as it wonld
enable the colonists to visit any part of the Pacific they pleased,
and obtain such supplies as they might find necessary. Nor
was this all; by mounting on ker two of the catronades, she
woald eﬂ'ectually givo them the command of their own 8048, 80
far as the natives were concerned,.at least. Mark had scime
books on the dranghting of vessels, and Bigelow had otce be-
fore laid down a brig of more than a hundred tons in dimén
sions, - Then the stores, rigging; eopper, ets,,” of the ship,
could never be turned to bétter acconnt than in the construction
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of another vessel, and it was believed she could furnish materials
encugh for two or three such craft. Out of compliment to his
old owuner, Mark named this schooner in embryo, the * Friend
Abrzham White,” though she was commonly kmown afterward

“ Abraham.” .

[’Efe cutting of the frame of the intended schocner was a
thing easy enough, with expert American azemen, and with
that glorions implement of civilization, the American 'a?ﬂut
it was not quite so easy to get the timber down to The cove.
The keel, in particulsr, gave a good deal of trouble. Heaton
had brought along with him both cart and wagon wheels, and
without them it is questionable if the stick could have been
moved by any force then at the command of the colony, By
suspendiog it in chaina benpeath the axles, however, it was
found posstble to draw it, though several of the women had to
lend their aid in moving the mass, When at the head of the
stairs, the timber was lowered on the rock, and was slid down-
ward, with oceasional lifts by the crowbar and handspike,
‘When it reached the water it was found to be much too heavy
to float, and it was by no means an easy matter to buoy it up
in such a way that it might be towed. The Anne was three
times as long making her passage with this keel in tow, as she
was without it. It was dome, however, and the laying of the
keel was effected with some little ceremony, in the presence of
nearly every soul belonging to the colony,

The getting out and raising of the frame of the Friend
Abraham White took six weeks. Great importance was at-
tached to snccess in this matter, and everybody assisted in the
work with right good will, At one time it was doubted if
steff enough conld be found in the ship to plank her up with,
ard it was thought it might become necessary to break up the
Rancocns, in order to complete the job. To Bridget's great
joy, however, the good old Rarcocus—as they called her,
though she was even then only eight years old—the good old
Rancocns’ time had not yet come, and she was ablo to live in
her cabin for some months longer. Enough planks were found
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by using those of the 'twixt decks, & part of which were not
bolted down at all, to accomplish all that was wanted.

Heaton was a man of singular tastes, which led him to ss
remarkable acquirements, Among other accomplishments, he
was & very good general mechanicipn, having an idea of the
mapner in which most of the ordinary machinery ought to be,
not ooly used, but fabricated. At the pomnt where the rivulet
descended the cliff into the sea, he discovered as noble & mill-
seat as the heart of man could desire to possess. To have such
& mill-seat at command, and not to use it, would, of itself, have
made him unhappy, and he could not be easy until he and
Peters, who had also a great taste and some akill in that sort of
thing, were hard at work building a saw-mill. The saw had
been brought from America, as a thing very likely to be wanted,
and three months after these two ingenious men had com-
menced their work, the saw was going, cutting teak, an well as
a species of excellent yellow pine that was found in consider-
able quantities, and of very respectable size, along the cliffs in
the immediate vicinity of the mill. The great difficulty to be
overcome in that undertsking, was the transportation of the
timber, By cutting the trees most favorably sitnated first, logs
were got into the pond without much labor; but after they
wete in planks, or boards, or joists, they were quite seven miles
from the head of the stairs, in the vicinity of which it was, on
several accounts, the most desirable to dwell. Had the Abra-
ham been kept on the stocks antil the necessary timber was
brought from the mill, across the plain of Eden, she would have
been well seasoned before launching ; but, fortunately, that was
not necessary—materials sufficient for her were got on board
the ship, as mentioned, with some small additions of inch boards
that were cut to finish her joiners’ work,

Months passed, as a matter of course, while the schocner and
the mill were in the course of constrnetion, The work on the
first was frequently intermitted, by little voyages in the other
craft, and by labor necessary 1o be done in preparing dwellings
on the peak, to meet the rainy season, which was now again
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near at hand. Past experience had told Mark that the wintex
months in his islands—if winter a season could be termed, dur-
ing which most of the trees, all the grasses, and many of the
fruata continued to grow and ripen as in summer—were not very
formidable. It is true, it then rained nearly every day, but it
was very far from raining all day, Most of the rain, in fact, fell
at night, commencing a little after the turn in the day, and
terminating about midnight. Still, it must ba very nnpleasant
to pass such a season beneath canvas, and, about six weeks ere
the wet time commenced, everybody turned to, with a will, to
erect proper framed houses. Now that the mill was sawing,
this was no great task, the pine working beantifully and easily
into almost every article required.

Heaton laid out his house with some attention to taste, and
more to comfort., It was of one story, but fully a hundred feet
1o length, and of half that in depth, Being a common Armer-
ican dwelling that was clap-boarded, it was soon put up and
enclosed, the climate requiring very little attention to warmth.
There were windows, aud even glass, a small quantity of that
article having been brought along by the colonists, The floors
wers beantiful, and extremely well laid down; nor were the
. doors, window-shutters, ete., neglected. The whole, moreover,
was painted, the stores of the ship still furnishing the necessary
materials. But there was neither chimney nor plastering, for
Heaton had neither bricks nor lime. Bricks he insisted he
could and would make, and did, though in no great number;
but lime for some time baffled his ingennity. At last, Socrates
suggested the burning of oyster-shells, and by dint of fishing a
good deal, among the channels of the reef, a noble oyster-bed
was found, snd the boats brought in enough of the shells to
fuenish as much lime as would put up & chimney for the kitchen;
one spartment for that sort of work being made, as yet, to saf-
fice for the wants of all who dwelt in Eden.

Thess various occupations and interests consumed many
months, and carried the new-comers through the first wet sea-
son which they encountered as a colony. @_ everybody was
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busy, plenty reigned, and the climate being so very delicious as
to prodnce 2 sense of enjoyment in the very fact of existence,
everybody but Peters was happy. He, poor fellow, mourned’
much for his Peggy, as he calied the pretty young heathen wifo.
e had left behmd him in "Waally's conntly o
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-~ CHAPTER XVI

“ Forthwith a grad at every gon
Wae placed slong the wall ;
The bescon blazed apen the roof
Of Edgecomba’s lofty hall 3
And many a fishing bark put out,
" To pry wlong the coast;
And with looss redn, aod blecdy spur,
© Bods Inlaud many & post.™
Tar Branns AsMans,—MaoioLEr.

Tux building of the honses, and of the schooner, was occapa-
tion for everyhody, for a long time. The first were completed
in eeason to escape the rains; bui the last was on the stocks
fully six months after hor keel had been laid. The fine weather
had returned, even, sud she was not yet Jannched. So long a
period had intervened aince Waally's visit to Rancocus Ieland
without bringing any results, that the counsil began to hope the
Indians had given up their enterprises, from the consciousness
of not having the means to carry them out; and slmost every
one ceased to apprehend danger from that quarter. In a word,
50 smoothly did the current of life flow on the reef, and at Vul-
can’s Peak, that there was probably more danger of their in-
habitants falling into the common and fatal error of men in -
prosperity, than of any thing else; or, of their beginning to
fancy that they deserved all the blessings that were conferred on
them, and forgetting the hand that bestowed them. As if to
recall them to a better sense of things, events now occurred
which it is our business to relate, and which aroused the whole
colony from the sort of pleasing trance into which they had
fallen by the united icfluence of security, abundance, and a
maost seductive climate.
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As time rolled on, in the first place, the number of the colony
had begun to augment by natural means. Friend Martha had
presented Friend Robert with & little Robert; and Bridget
made Mark the happy parent of a very charming girl. This
last eveunt occurred about the commencement of the sumner,
and just a twelvemonth after the happy reunion of the young
couple. According to Mark’s prophecy, Jones had succeeded
with Joan, and they were married even before the expiration of
the six months mentioned. On the subject of a marriage cere-
mouny there was no diffieulty, Robert and Martha holding a
Friends' mecting especislly to quiet the scruples of the bride,
though she was assured the form could do no good, since the
bridegroom did not belorg to meeting. The governor read the
church service on the occasion, too, which did oo hawmm, if it
did no good. About this tine poor Peters, envying the happi-
ness of all around him, and stdl pining for his Petrina, or Peggy,
as he called her himself, bogged of the governor the use of the
Dido, in order that he might make a voyage to Waally’s group
in quest of hislost companion. Mark knew how to feel for one
in the poor fellew's situstion, and ke could not think of letting
him go slone on an expedition of o much peril.  After delib-
erating on the matter, he determired to visit Rancocus Island
himself—not having been in that diveetion, now, for months—-
and to go in the Neshamony, in ordor tn take a couple of hog
over; it having long been decided to commance breeding that
valuable animal, in the wild state, on ti:e hills of that uninhabit
ed land.

The intelligence that a voyage was to b made te Ransocuw
Island seemed to infuse new life into lie men of the enlony,
overy one of whom wished to be of the party. The governor
had ne cbjection to indulging as many as 1t wmight bs pradeat
to permit to go; but he saw the necessity of putting some re-
straint on the movement. After canvassing the matter in the
council, it was determined that, in addition to Mark and Peters,
who went of course, the party should consist of Bob, Bigelow,
and Bocrates. The carpenter was taken to look for trees that
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might serve to make the ways of the schooner, which was yet
to be launched ; and the latter was thought neceasary in his ca.
pacity of a cook. As for Betts, he went slong as the gover-
nor’s counsellor and campanion,

Bridget's little girl was born ie the cabin of the ship; and
the week preceding that set for the voyage, she and the child
were taken across to the peak, that the former might spend the
period of her busband’s absence with Anne, in the garder of
Eden, These absences and occasional visits gave a zest lo
lives that might otherwise have become too monotonons, and
were tather encouraged than avoided, It was, perhaps, a little
strange that Bridget rather preferred the reef than the peak fo
a permanent residence; but there was her much-beloved ship,
and there she ever had her still more beloved hnsband for a
cempanion,

On the appointed day, the Neshamony set sail, having on
board a family of three of the swine. The plan for the excur-
sion included a trip to the volcano, which had mot yet been
actoally visited by any of the colonists. Mark had been within
4 league of it, and Bob bad passed quite near to it in his voy-
age to the peak; but no one had ever positively landed, or
made any of those close examinations of the place, which, be-
gides being of interest in a general way, was doubly so to those
who were such near neighbors to a place of the kind, This
visit Mark now decided to make on his way to leeward, taking
the voleano in his coume to Rancocus Island. The détour
would lead the Neshamony some fifteen or eighteen leagues on
one side; but there was abundance of time, and the volcarno
ought to be no longer neglected,

The wind did not blow as fresh as in common, and the Nesh-
smony did not draw near to the volcano until late in the after-
noon of the day she sailed, The party approached this place
with due cantion, and not without a good deal of awe. As the
lead was used, it was found that the water shoaled gradually
for several leagues, becoming less and lesa deep as the boat
drew near to the cone, which was itself a circular and very reg.
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ular mountain, of some six or eight hundred feet in height,
with a foundation of dry reck and lava, that might have con-
tained a thousand acres. Every thing seemed solid and perma-
nent; and our mariners were of opinion there was very little
danger of this formation ever disappearing below the surface of
the sea agsin. .

The volcano being in activity, some care was necessary in
landing. Mark took the Neshamony to windward, and found
a curvature in the rocks where it was possible to get ashore
withont having the boat knocked to pieces. He and Bob then
went as near the cone as the falling stones would allow, and
took as good a survey of the place as conld be done nnder the
circumstances. That there would be eeil, and plenty of it,
gooner or later, was plain enough; and that the island might
become a scene of fertility and loveliness, in the course of
ages, like 8o many others of voleanic origin in that quarter of

¢ the world, was probable. But that day was distant; and
" Mark was soon satisfied that the great use of the spof was its

being & vent to what would otherwise be the pent and danger-
ous forces that were in the course of a constant accumulation
beneath, )

The party had been about an heur on the island, and was
about to quit it, when a moest startling discovery was made.
Bob saw a canoe drawn close in among the rocks to leeward,
and, on a further examination, 3 man was scen mpear it. At
first, this was taken as an indication of hostilities, but on get-
ting a second look, our mariners were satisfied that mothing
of that sort was fo be seriously apprebhended, It was deter-
mined to go nearer to the stranger, at once, and learn the whole
truth.

A cry from Peters, followed by his 1mmcd1ately springing
forward to meet a second personm, who had left the canoe, and
whe was bounding like a young antelope to meet him, ren
dered every thing clear sooner even than had been anticipsted.
All supposed that this eager visitor was a woman, and no one
doubted that it was Peggy, the poor fellow's Indian wifa
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Pegry it proved to be; and after the weeping, and laughing,
and caressing of the meeting were a little sbated, the follow-
ing explanation was made by Peters, who spoke the langnage
of his wife with a pood deal of facility, and who acted ss inter-
preter. : :

According to the accounts vow given by Pegay, the warfare
between Qoroony and Waally had been kept up with renewed
vigor, subsequently to the escape of Jones and her own husband,
Fortane had proved fickle, as a0 often happens, and Waally got
to be in the ascendant. His enemy was reduced to great straits,
and had beon compelled to confine himself to ome of the smallest
islauds of the group, whers he was barely able to malotain his
party by meane of the most vigilant watchfulnesa. Thia left
‘Waally at liberty to pursue his intention of following the party
of whites, which was known to have gone to the southward with
80 much valuable property, as well 'as.to extend his conguests,
by taking posseasion of the mountain visited by him the year pre-
vioualy. A prand expediiion was sccordingly planmed, and a bun-
dred canoes had actually sailed from the group, with more than
a thonsand warriors on board, bent on achieving a great exploit,
Tn this expedition, Unus, the brother of Pegyy, had been com-
pelled 1o join, being & warrior of some note, and the eister had
come along, in common with some fifty other women; the rank
of Unus and Pegpy not being suffieient to attract atten-
tion to their proceedings. 'Waally had postponed this, which
be intended for the great enterpriss of a very turbulent life,
to the most favorable season of the year, . There was a period
of a few weeks every summer, when the trades blew much
lesa violently than was uwaally the ecase, and ‘when, indeed, it
was no nnussal thing to have ehifts of wind, as well as light
bteezea, All ‘this ‘the Indisns perfectly well nnderstood, for
they were bold navigators, when the sizes and qualities of their
vessels were comsidered. As it appesred, the voyage from the
grodp to Rancoens Jaland, a distance of fiilly a handred leagnes,
waa effectad withont any accident; and the whole of that formid-

able f%rca was safely landed st the very spot where Betts had
85
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encamped on his arrival ont with the colonista. Nearly s month
had been passed in exploring the moeuntain—the first consider.
able eminence most of the Indians had ever beheld—and in
making their preparations for further proceedings. During that
time, hundreds had seen Vulcan’s Peak, as well as the smeke
of the voleano, though the reef, with all ite islands, lay too low
to be discerned from such a distance. The peak was now the
great object to be attained, for there it was universally believed
that Betto (meaning Betts) and his companions had concealed
themselves and their much-coveted treasures, Rancocus Island
was well enough, and Waally made all his plans for colonizing
it at once, but the other, and distant mountain, no doubt, was
the most desirable ferritory to possess, or white men would rot
have brought their women o far in order to oceupy it.

As a matter of course, Unus and Peggy learned the nature of
the intended proceedings. The last might have been content to
wait for the slower movements of the expedition, had she not
ascertained that threats of severely punishing the two deserters,
one of whom was her own hasband, had been heard to fall from
the lips of the dread Waally himself. No sooner, therefore, did
this faithful Indisn girl become mistress of the intended plan,
than she guve her brother no peace until he consented to put
off into the ocesn with ber, in a canoe she had brought from
home, aud which was her own property, Had not Unus been
disaffected to his new chief, this might not so easily kave been
doue, but the young Indian was deadly hostile to Waslly, and
was & secret friend of Qoroony ; a state of foeling which dispos-
ed him to desert the former, at the fimst good opportunity.

The two adventnrers put off from Rancocus Island just at
dark, and paddled in the direction that they believed would
carry them to the peak. It will be remembered that the last
could not be seen from the ocean, until about half the passage
between the islands was made, though it was plainly apparent
from the heights of Rancocus, as already mentioned. Next
morning, when day returned, the smoke of the volcano was in
sight, but no peak. ‘There is littie guestion that the canoe had
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been set too much to the sonthward, and was diagonally reced-
ing from its desired point of debarkation, instead of approaching
it. Toward the emoke Unus and his sister continued to pad-
dle, and, after thirty-six hours of nearly unremitted labor, they
succeeded in landing at the voleano, ignorsnt of its nature, awe-
struck and trembling, but compelled to seek a refuge there, as the
land-bird resta its tired wing on the ship’s aspars, when drivep
from the coast by the unexpected gale, When discovered, Peg-
gy and her brother were about to take a fresh atart from their
resting-place, the peak being visible from the volcano.

Mark questioned these two friends concerning the contem-
plated movement of Waally, with great minuteness. Unus was
intelligent for & savage, and sppeared to understand himself
perfectly, He was of opinicn that his countrymen would en-
deavor to cross, the first calm day, or the first day when the
breeze should be light; and that was just the time when our
colonista did not desire to meet the savages out at sea, He
described the party as formidable by numbers and reselution,
though possessing few arms besides those of savages. Thera
were half & dozen old muskets in the canoes, with a amall sup-
ply of ammunition ; but since the desertion of Jones and Peters,
no one remained who knew how to turn these weapons to much
account. Nevertheless, the natives were so numerous, posseased
8o many weapons that were formidable in their own modes of
fighting, and were so bent cn success, that Unus did not hesi-

. tate to give it as his opinion, the colonists would act wisely in
atanding off for some other island, if they knew where another
lay, even at the cost of abandoning moat of their effects,

But cur governor bad no ides of following any such advice.
Ile was fully aware of the strength of his pesition on the peak,
aad felt no disposition {0 abanden it, His great apprehension
was for the reef, where his {erritories were much more assail-
able, It was not easy to see how the crater, and ship, aud the
schooner on the stocks, and all the other property that, in the
shape of hogs, pouliry, ete., was scattered far and wide in that
group, could be protected against a hundred canoes, by any
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force at his command. = Even with the addition of Unns who
took service at once, with ail his heart, among his new friends,
Mark could muster but eight men, viz.: himself, Heaton, Betts,
Bigelow, Socrates, Peters, Joncs, and Unns.  To these might
possibly be added two or three of the women, who might be
serviceable in carrying ammunition, and as sentinels, while the
remainder would be required to look after the children, to care
for the stock, ete. All these facts passed through Mark’s mind,
83 Peters translated the communication of Unos, sentence by
sentence.

It was indispensable to come to some speedy decision, Pe-
ters was now happy and contested with his nice little Pepgy,
and there was no longer any necessity for pursuing the voyage
on his accomnnt. As for the project of placing the hogs on
Rancocus, this was certainly not the time to do if, even if it
were now t¢ be done at all; we say “ now,” since the visits of
the savages would make any species of property on that island,
from this time henceforth, very insecure. It was therefore de-
termined to sbandon the voyage, and to shape their course back
to the peak, with as little delay as possible, As there were
indications of shell-fish, sea-weed, etc., being thrown ashore at
the volcano, two of the hcge were put ashore there to seck
their fortunes. According to the new plan, the Neshamony
made sail on her return passage, about an hour before the sun
set. As was usual in that etrait, the trades blew pretty fresh,
and the boat, although it had the canve of Unas in tow, cams
under the frowning cliffs some time before the day reappeared.
By the time thé sun rose, the Neshamony was off the cove,
into which she hastened with the least possible delay. It was
the governor's apprehension that his sails might be eeen from
the canoes of Waally, long before the canves conld be seen
from his boat, and he was glad to get within the cover of his
little heven. Once there, the different crafts were gquite con-
cealed from the view of persons outside, and it now remained
to be proved whether their cover was not so complete as offec
tually to baflfte a hostile attempt to find it.
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The quick and unexpected return of the Neshamoay pro-
duced a great deal of surprize on the plain. She had not been
seen to enter the cove, and the first intimation any onme in the
pettlement had of such an cccurrence, was the appearance of
Mark before the door of the dwelling. Bigelow was imme-
diately sent to the peak with a glass, to look out for canoes,
while Heaton was called in from the woods by means of a conch.
In twenty minutes the council was regularly in session, while
the men began to colleet and to look to their arma.  Potérs
and Jones were ordered to go down to the magazine, procure
carlridges, and then proceed to the batteries and load the
carronadea. Ju a word, orders were given to mske all the
arrangements necessary for the occasion.

It was not long ere & report came down from Bigelow., It
was brought by his Spanish wife, who had accompanied her
husband to the peak, and who esme reuning in, half breath-
less, to say that the .ocean was covered with canoes and ecata-
marans ; & fleet of which was paddling divectly for the island,
being already within three leagues of it. Although this intel:
ligence was expected, it certainly caused long faces and a decp
gloom to pervade that little community, Mark's fears were
alwaya for the reef, where there happened to be no one just at
that moment but the black women, who were altogether insuff-
cient to defend it, under the most favorable circumstances, but
who were now without a head. There was the hope, however,
of the Indians not seeing those low islands, which they cer-
tainly could net do as long as they remained in'their canoes.
On the other hand, thers was the danger that some one might
cross from the reef in one of the boats, a thing that was done
a3 often as once a week, in which case a chase might ensue,
and the canoes be led directly toward the epot that it was so
desirable to conceal. Jun¢ could eail a boat 28 well as any
man among them, and, as is usually the case, that which she
knew she could do so well, she was fond of doing; and she
lad not now been across for nearly a week, The cow kept at
the crater gave a large mess of milk, and the butter produced
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by her means was delicions when eaten fresh, but did not keep
quite a8 well 10 8o warm a climate as it might have done in one
that was colder, and Dido was ever anxious to send it to Miss
Bridget, as she still called her mistress, by every available
opportunity. The boat used by the negresses on such ocea-
sions, was the Dido, a perfectly safe craft in moderate weather,
but she was just the dullest sailer of all thoss owned by the
colony, This created the additional danger of a capture, in
the event of a chase. Taking all things into consideration,
therefore, Mark adjourned the councl to the pesk, s foverish
desire to look cut upon the sea cansing him to be too uneasy
where he was, to remnin there in consultation with any com-
fort to himself. To the peak, then, everybody repaired, with
the exception of Bigelow, Peters, and Jones, who were now veg-
nlarly stationed at the carronades to watch the entrance of the
cove. In saying everybody, we include not only all the women,
but even their children.

8o long as the colonists remained on the plain, there was not
the smalleat danger of any one of them being seen from the
surrounding ocean, This the woods, and their great elevation,
prevented. Nor was there much danger of the party in the
batieriea being seen, thongh so much lower, and necessarily on
the side of the cliff, since a atrict order had been given to keep
out of sight, among the trees, where they conld se¢ every thing
that was going on, without being seen themselves, But on the
naked peak it was different. High as it was, 8 man might be
scen from the ocean, if moving about, and the observer way
tolerably near by, Bob had seen Mark, when his aftention
was drawn to the spot by the report of the latter's fowling-
piece; and the governor had often seen Bridget on the look-
out for him, as he left the island, though her fluttering dress
probably made her & more conspicnous object than most per-
gons would have been. From all this, then, the importance of
directing the movements of the party that followed him became
npparent to Mark, who took his measures accordingly.

By the time the governor reached the peak, having ascended
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it on its eastern side, so as to keep his person concealed, the
hostile fleet was plainly to be seen with the naked eye. It
came on in & tolerably accurate line, or lines, abreast; being
three deep, one distant from the other about a cable's length.
It steered directly for the centre of the island, whereas the covo
was miuch nearer to it northern thsn to its southern end ; and
the course showed thai the canoes were coming on at random,
having nothing in view but the island.

Buat Mark’s eyes were turned with the greatest interest to
the nerthward, or in the direction of the reef As they camea
up the ascent, Bridget had communicated to him the fact that
she expected Juno over that day, and that it was understood
she would come quite alone. Bridget was much opposed to
the girl's taking this risk; but Juno had now done it &0 often
successfully, that nothing short of a positive command to the
contrary would be likely to stop her. This command, most
unfortunately, as Mark now felt, had not been given ; and great
was his concern when Betds declared that he saw a white apeck
to the northward, which looked like a eail, The glass was
soon levelled in that direction, and no donbt any longer re-
mained on the subject. It waa the Dido, steering across from
the reef, distant then about ten miles; and she might he ex-
pected to arrive in about two hours! In other words, judging
by the progress of the canoes, there might be a differeneo of
merely half an hour or so between the time of the arrival of the
boat and that of the cances,

This was a very serious matter; and never before had the
couneil a queation before it which gave its members so much
concern, or which so urgently called for action, as this of the
course that was now to be taken fo avert a danger so imminent,
Not only was Juno's safety invelved, but the discovery of the
cove and the reef, one or both, was very likely to be involved
in the issue, and the existence of the whole colony placed in
extreme jeopardy. As the canoes were still more than a league
from the island, Bob thought there was time to go out with the
Bridget and meet the Iido, when both boats could piy to wind
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ward nntil it was dark; after which, they might go into the
reef, or come into the cove, as circumstances permitted. The
governor was about to acquigsee in this soggestion, little as he
liked it, when a new proposition was made, that at firat seemed
so strange that no one believed it could be put in executmn, but
to which all assented in the end.

Among the party on the peak were Ubus and Peggy. The
latter understood a good deal of Englieh, and that which she
did not comprehend, in the course of the discussions on this
interesting occasion, Beb, who had picked up something of the
language of her group, explained to her, as well as he ¢ould.
After a time, the girl ran dewn to the batteryand brought up
ber husband, throngh whom the proposal was made that, at first,
excited so much wonder.. Peggy had told Unus what was go-
ing on, and had pointed out to him the boat of Juno, mow sen-
sibly drawing nearer to the island, and Unus velunteered to
swim out and meet the girl, so a5 to give ker timely warning,
as well as-instructions how to proceed.

Although Mark, and Heafon, and Bridget, and all present,
indeed, were fully aware that the natives of the Sonth Beas
could, snd often did pass hours in the water, this propasal
struck them ali, at first, as ao wild, that no one believed it could
be accepted. Reflection, however, did ita- usual office, and
wronght a change in these opinions, Peters assured the gov-
ernor that he had often known Unus to swim from isiand to
island in the group, and that on the score of danger to him,
there was not the least necessity of feeling any uneasiness. He
did not question the Indian’s power to swim the entire distance
to the reef, should it be necessary,

Another difficuliy arcss, however, when the first was over-
come. Unus conld spesk no English, and how was he to com-
municate with Juno, even after he had entered her boat$ The
girl, moreover, was both resclute and strong, as her present ex-
pedition sufficiently proved, and would be very apt to knock s
nearly naked savage on the head, when she saw him attempting
to enter her boat. Irom this last opinion, however, Bridget
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dissented. Juno was kind-hearted, and would be more disposed,
she thought, to pick up a man found in the water at sea, than
to injare him. But Juno could read writing. Bridget herself
had tanght her slaves to read and write, and Juno, in particular,
was & sorh of ¢ expert” in her way. 8he wrote and read half
the nigger letters of Bristol, previously to quitting America.
Bhe would now write a short nete, which would put the girl on
her guard, sud give her tonfidence in Unus, Juno kmew tha
whole history of Potets and Peggy, having taken great interest
in the fate of the latter. To own the truth, the gixl had mani-
fested a very creditable degree of principle on the subject, for
Jonea had tried to persuade his fricud to take Juno, a nice, tidy,
light~colored black, to wife, and to forget Peggy, when Juno
repelled the attempt with spirit and principle. It is die to
Peters, moreover, to add that he was always true to his jsland
bride, But the occnrrence had made Juno acquainted with the
whole history of Peggy; and Bridget, ic the few lines she now
wrote to the girl, took care to tell her that the Indian was the
brother of Peggy. In that capacity he wounld be almost cer-
tain of a friendly reception. The rest of the note waa merely
an outline of their situation, with an injunction to let Usus di-
rect the movements.

No sooner was this important note written, than Unus bas.
tened down to the cove. He was accompanied by Mark, Pe-
ters, and Peggy ; the former to give his instructions, and the
two latter to act as interpreters. Nor was the sister without
feeling for the brother on the oceasion. She certainly did not
regard his enterprise as it would have been looked mponr by a
civilized woman, but she manifested a proper degree of interest
in its success. Her parting words to her brother, were advice
to keep well to windward, in order that, as he got near the
boat, he might float down upon it with the greater facility,
aided by the waves.

The young Indian was soon ready. The note was secured
in his hair, and moving gently in the water, he swam out of
the cove with the eass, if uot with the rapidity of a fish,

12
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Peggy clapped her hands and langhed, and otherwise manifested
a sort of childish delight, as if pleased that one of her race
should so early make himself useful to the countrymen of her
hosband. Bhe and Peters repaired to the battery, which was
the proper station of the man, while Mark went nimbly up the
stairs, on his way to the peak. And here we might put in a
passing word on the subject of these ascents and descents. The
governor had now been accustomed to them more than a twelve-
month, and he found that the effect they produced on the
mauscles of his lower limbs was absolutely serprising. He could
now ascend the stairs in half the time he had taken on his first
trials, snd he could carry burdens up and down them, that at
first he would not have dreamed of attempting even to take on
his shoniders, The same was tine with all the colonists, male
and female, who began to run about the cliffs like so many
goats—chamoiz would be more postical—and who made as light
of the staira as the governor himself,

‘When Mark reached the peak again, he found matters draw-

ing near to a erisis. The csnoes were within a leagne of the
istand, coming on steadily in line, and paddling with measured
_ aweeps of their paddles. As yet, the sail of Juno's boat had
escaped them. This was doubtless owing to their lowness in
the water, and the distance that siill separated them. The Dido
wes about five miles from the northern end of the island, while
“the fleet was some five more to the southward of it, This
placed the two almost ten miles apart; though each seemed a0
near, seen from the elevation of the peak, that one might have
fancied that he could throw a shot into either.

Unus was the great point of interest for the moment. He
was just coming out clear of the island, and might be seen with
the naked eye, in that pure atnosphere, a dark speck floating
on the undulating surface of the ocean. By the aid of the
glass, there was no difficulty in watching his smallest move-
ment. With a steady and sinewy stroke of his arms, the young
eavage pursned his way, keeping to windward, as instrncted by
his sister, and making a progress in the midst of those rolling
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billows that was really wonderful, The wind was not very
fresh, nor were the seas high; but the restless ocean, even in
its siumbers, exhibits the repose of a giant, whose geutlest
heavings are formidable and te be looked to. In one particu-
lar, our coloniste were favored. Owing to some accidental
cirenmstances of position, & current set round the northern end
of the island, and diffused itself on its western side by expand-
ing toward the south. This carried the canoes from the boat
and the ocove, and insomnuch increased Juno's chance of es-
cape, _

The meeting between Unus and the boat took place when
the latter was within a leagne of the Jand. As the sailing di-
rections were for every craft to fall in with the island rather to
windward of the peak, on account of the very current just men-
tioned, it was questionable with Mark and Betta whether any
in the canoes could mow perceive the boat, on account of the
intervening heights, It was pretty certain no ono, as yet, had
made this important discovery, for the impetuosity of savages
would-instantly have let the fact be known through their shouts
and their esgerness to chase. On the contrary, all remained
{ranquil in’ the floet, which eontinuod to approsch the land with
s ateady but regulated movement, that looked as if a secret
swe pervaded the savages as they drew nearer and nearer to
that unknown and mysterious world. Toe them the appreaching
revelations were doubtless of vast import; and the stoutest
heart among them must have entertained some such sensations
as were impressed on the spirits of Colurebus and his compan-
1ons, when they drew near to the shores of Guanshani,

In the meantime Juno c¢ame confidingly on, shaping her
course rather more to windward than nsual, even, on account of
the lightnesa of the breeze. This effectually prevented her see-
ing or being seen from the canoes; the parties diagonally draw-
ing mearer, in utter ignorance of each other's existence. As
for Unus, he mancenvred quite skilfully. After getting a couple
of miles off the land, he swam directly to windward; and if
was well he did, the conrse of the boat barely permitting his
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getting welt on her weather-bow, when it was time to thiok of
boarding.

Unus displayed great judgment in this eritical part of the
affair.  Bo accurately did he measure distances, that he got
alongside the Dido, with his hand on her weather gunwale,
without Juno’a having the least idea that he was anywhere near
her. At one effort he was in the boat; and while the girl was
siill uttering her scream of alarm, he stood holding out the
note, pronouncing the word ‘*Missus' as well as he could. The
gitl had acquired too much knowledge of the habits of the
Bouth Sea islanders, while passing through and eojomrning in
the different gronps she had visited, to be overwhelmed with
the occmrrence, 'What is more, she recognized the young In-
dian at a glance; some passages of gallantry having actually
taken place between them during the two months Heaton and
his party remained among Ooroony’s people. To be frank with
the reader, the first impression of Juno was, that the note thus
tendered to her waa a love-etter, though its contents instantly
undeceived her. The exclamation and changed manner of the
girl told Unus that all was right; and he went quietly to work
to take in the sail, a8 the most effectnal method of concealing
tha presence of the boat from the thousand hostile and search-
ing eyes in the canoces. The moment Mark saw the canvas
come in, he cried out f*All is well,” and descended awiftly from
the peak, to hasten to a point where he could give the necessary
attentions to the movements of Waally and his fleet.
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CHAPTER XVIL

* Hot strike the flag-ataf Jeep, Sir Knight—
Ho! soatter fowors, falr monide—
fol gunners, fire a loud saiate—
Hol gollanta, draw your bindes ;™
MioipLEY,

8o muwp time had passed in the execution of the plan of
Unos, that the cances were close under the cliffs, when the
governor and his party reached the wood that fringed their
enmmits, dirertly over the northern end of their line. Even
thia extrsmity of their formation was a mile or two to Jeeward
of the cove, and all the craft, catamarans included, were dsifting

 still further sonth, under the influence of the current. o long
a5 this state of things continued there was nothing for the colo-
nists to apprehend, since they knew landing at any other spot
than the cove was out of the question, The strictest orders
bad been given for every one to keep concealed, a task that was
by no meana difficelt, the whole plain being environed with
woods, and ita elevation more than a thousand feet above the
ses. In short, nothing but & wanton exposure of the person,
could render it possible for one on the water to get a ghmpse
of another on the heights above him,

The fleot of Waally presented an imposing sight. Not only
were his cancea large, snd well filled with men, but-they were
garnished with the nsnal embellishments of savage magnificence.
Feathers and flags, and symbols of war and power, were waving
and floating over the prows of most of them, while the warriors
they contained wers gay in their trappings, It waa apparent,
however, to the members of the eouncil, who watched every
movement of the fleet with the utmost vigilance, that their foes
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were oppressed with doubts concerming the character of the
place they had ventored so far to visit. The smoke of the vol-
cano was visible to Yhem, beyond a dounbt, and here was a wali
of rock interposed between them and the accomplishment of
their desire to land. In this last respect, Rancocus Island
offered a shore very different from that of Vulcan's-Peak. The
first, in addition {0 the long, low point so often mentioned, had
everywhere a beach of some sort or other; while on the last,
the waves of the Pacific rose and fell as against a precipice,
marking their power merely by a elight discoloration of the
iron-bound coast. Those euperstitions and ignorant beings
naturally would connect all these mnusual eircnmstances with
some supernatural agencies; and Heaton early gave it as his
opinion that Waally, of whom he had some personal kmowl-
edge, was hesitating, and doubiful of the course he cught to
pursne, on account of this feeling of superstition.

‘When this opinion was expressed, the governor suggested
the expediency of firing one of the carronades, under the suppo-
sition that the roar of the gun, and most especially the echo, of
which there was one ju particular that was truly terrifie, might
have the effect to frighten away the whole party. Heaton was
in doubt about the result, for Waally and his pscple knew some-
thing of artillery, though of echoes they could not know any
thing at all. Nothing like an echo, or, indeed, a hill, was to be
found in the low coral islands of their group, aud the physical
agents of producing such sounda were sbsolutely wanting among
them. It might be that something like an ccho had been heard
at Rancoces Island, but it must have been of a very different
calibre from that which Heaton and Mark were in the habit of
making for the amusement of the females, by firing the fowling-
pieces down the stairs. As yot, neither of the guns had been
fired from the proper point, which was the outer battery, or
that on the shelf of rack, though a very formidable rozring liad
been made by the report of the gun formerly fired, as an experi-
ment to ascertain how far it wounld command the entrance of the
eove, After a good deal of discussion, it was decided to try
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essary to produce the greatest reverberations, was despatched
to the shelf-battery, with instructions to scale its gun, by point-
ing it along the cliff and making all the nproar he could.

This plan was carried out just as Waally kad asscmbled his
thiefs around his own canoe, whither he had called thew by an
order, to consult on the manner in which the entire coast of the
island onght to be examined, that a landing might be effected,
The report of the gun came quite unexpectedly to all parties;
the echo, which rolled along the cliffs for miles, being absolute-
ly terrific! Owing to the woods and intervening rocks, the
natives could see no smoke, which added to their surprise, and
was doubtless one reason they did not, at first, comprehend the
long, cracking, thundering sounds that, as it might be, rolled
out toward them from the island. A ery arose that the strange
tocks were speaking, and that the gods of the place were angry.
This was followed by a general and confused flight—the canoes
paddling awsy ma if their people were apprehensive of being
buried heneath the tnmbling rocks, For half sn hour nothing
was seen but frantic efforts to escape, nothing heard but the dip
of the paddle and the wash of its rise.

Thus far, the plan of the governor had succeeded beyond hia
expectations, Could he get rid of these savages without blood-
shed, it would afford him sincere delight, it being repuguant to
all his feelings to sweep away rows of such ignorant men be-
fore the murderous fire of his cannon, While he and Heaton
were congratulating each other on the encouraging appesrances,
a messenger carne down from the peak, where Bridget remained
on the look-out, to report that the boat had drifted in, and waa
getting close under the cliffs, on the northern end of the island,
which was, in fact, coming close under the peak itself, A sip-
nal to push for the cove had been named to Juno, and Bridget
desired to know whether it ought to be made, else the boat
would shortly be too near in to see it. The governor thought
the moment favorable, for the canoces were still paddling in &
body away from the spot whence the roar had proceeded, and
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their course carried them to the sonthward and westward, while
TUnus would approach from the northward and eastward. Word
was sent, accordingly, to make the signal

Bridget no sooner received this order than she showed the
flag, which was almost immediately answered by setting the
hoat's sail. - WUnus now evidently took the direction of matters
-m board the Dido. It is probable he appreciated the effect of
the gun and its echo, the first of which he fully comprehended,
though the last was as great and as awful & mystery to him, as
to any one of his countrymen. Nevertheless, he imputed the
strange and fearful roar of the cliffs to some control of the
whites over the power of the hills, and regarded it as a friendly
roar, even while he trembled. Not so would it be with his
countrymen, did he well know ; they would retire before it;
and the signal being given at that instant, the young Indian
had no hesitation about the course he ought to take.

Urus understood sailing a boat perfectly wel. On setting
his sail, he stood on in the Dido until he was obliged to bear
up on account of the cliffs. . This brought him so close to the
rocks as greatly to diminish the chances of being seen. There
both wind and current aided his progress; the first drawing
round the end of the island, the coast of which it followed in a
sort of eddy, for some time, and the latter setting down toward
the cove, which was less than two miles from the north blaff.
In twenty mioutes after ho had made sail, Unus was entering
the secret little harbor, Waally and his fleet being quite ont of
sight from one as low as the surface of the peean, still paddlmg
away to the south-west as hard as they could,

Great was the exultation of the colonists, at this escape of r
Juno's, It even surpassed their happiness st the retreat of their
invaders, E_t.he boat was actually unseen, the governor belioved
the impression was sufficient to keep the savages aloof for along
time; if not forever; since they would not fail to ascribo the|
roar, and the smoke of the voleano, and a1l the mysteriea of the
place, to supernatural agenciex] If the aail Aad been seen, how-
ever, it was possible that, on reflection, their conrage might re-
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vive, and more would be seen of them. Unus was extolled by
everybody, and seemed perfectly happy. Pegpy communicated
his thoughts, which were every way in favor of his new friends.
Waslly he detested. He denounced him as a ruthless tyrant,
and declared he would prefer death to submission to his exac-
tions, Juno highly approved of all his sgptiments, and was
soon known as a sworn friend of Pegyy'a, &iﬂ hatred of tyr-|

anny is innate in man, but it is necessary to distinguish between | P

real oppression and those restrainta which are wholeaome, if not
indispensable to human happiness,) As for the canoes, they |
were soon out of eight in the south-western board, renning off,
under their esils, before the wind, Waally, himself, was too
strong-minded and resolute to be as much overcome by the
echo as his companions ; bnt, so profound and general was the
awe excited, that he did not think it advisable to perseverd in
his projects, at s moment so discouraging. Acquiescing in the
wishes of all around him, the expedition drew off from the isl-
and, making the best of its way back to the place from which it
had last eailed. All these circumstances became known to the
colonists, in the end, as well as the ressoning and the more
minute incidents that inflnenced the future movements, For
the time being, however, Woolstou and his friends were left to
their own conjectures on the smbject; which, however, were
not greatly out of the way, It was an hour after Juno and
Unus were safe up on the plain, before the look-outs at the
peak finally Jost sight of the fleet, which, when last seen, was
steering a course that would carry it between the voleano and
Rancocus Island, and might involve it in serious difficulties in
the succeeding night. There was no land in sight from the
highest points on Rancocus Ialand, nor any indications of land,
in a south-westerly direction; and, did the cances run past the
latter, the imminent danger of & general catastropbe would be
the consequence, Once at sea, under an unecertainty as to the
course to be ateered, the situation of those belonging to the ex-
pedition would be painful, indeed, nor conld the results be fore-

acen, Waally, nevertheless, escaped the danger. Edging off
654

v
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to keep aloof from the mysterions smoke, which troubled his
followers almoet as much as the myaterious echoes, the party,
most fortunately for themselves, got a distant view of the moun-
taina for which they were running, and altered their course in
safficient time to reach their place of destination by the return
of light the succéeding morning.

All thoughts of the expedition to Rancocas Island were tem-
porarily abandoned by the governor and his council. Mark
was greatly disappointed, nor did his regrets coase with disap-
pointment only. Should Waslly leave a portion of his people
on that island, a collision must occur, sooner or later; there
being a moral impossibility of the two colonies continning
friends while so near each other, The nature of an echo would
be ascertained, before many months, among the hills of Ranco-
cus Island, and when that came to be understood, there waa an
end of the sacred character that the recent eventa had conferred
on the peak. Any siraggling vagsbond, or runaway from a
ship, might purchase a present importance by explaining things,
and induce the savages to revew their efforts, In a word, there
was the moral certainty that hostilities must be renewed ero
many months did Waally remain so near them, and the question
now seriously arose, whether it were better to press the advan-
tage already obtained, and drive him back to his group, or to
remsin veiled behind the sort of mystery that at present en-

shronded them.

ﬁeae points were gravely debated, and became subjects of
as great interest among the colonists, as ever banks, or aboli-
tionism, or antimascnry, or {free-trade, or any other of the
crotchets of the day, could possibly be in America, Many
were the councils that were convened to settle this important
point of policy, which, after all, like most other matters of
moment, was decided more by the force of circumstances than
by suy of the deductions of human reasofi;7 The weakness of
the colony, and the dangers to its existerce, disposed of the
qaestion of an aggressive war, "Waally was too atrong to be
assailed by a dozen encmies, and all the suggestions of prudenea
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were in favor of remaining quiet, until the Friend Abraham
‘White could, at least, be made available in the contest. Sup-
ported by that vessel, indeed, matters would be changed; and
Mark thought it would be in his power to drive in Waally, and
even to depose him and. place Ooroony at the head of the
natives once more. To finish and launch the schesner, there-
fore, was now the first great object, and, after a week of inde-
cision and consultations, it was determined to set about that
duty with vigor.

It will be easily seen, that the getting of the Aliraham into

“the water was an affair of a good deal of delicacy, under the
circumstances. The etrait between the peak and Cape South
waa thirty miles wide, and it was twenty more to the crater,
Thus the party at work on the vessel would be fully fifty miles
from the main abodes of the colony, and thrown-quite out of
the sffair should another invasion be attempted. As for bring-
ing the Neshamony, the Dido, the Bridget, and the lighter
into the combat, everybody was of opinion it would be risking
too much, It is true, one of the swivels was mounted on the
former, and might be of service, but the natives had got to be
too familiar with fire-arms to render it prudeut to rely on the
potency of & single swivel, in & conflict against a force so nu-
merous, and one led by a spirit as determined as that Waally's
was known fo be.  All idea of fighting at sea, therefore, until
the schoener was launched, was ont of the question, and every
energy was turned to effect the latter most important object,
A separation of the forces of the colony was inevitable, in the
meanwhile; and reliance must be placed on the protection of
Providence, for keeping the enemy aloof until the vessel was
ready for active service,

The labor requiring as much physical force as could be mus-
tered, the arrangement was settled in council and approved by
the povernor, on the following plan, viz. : Mark was to pro-
ceed to the reef with all the men that could be spared, and a
portion of the females, It was not deemed safe, however, to
leave the peak with less than three defenders—Heaton, Peters,
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and Unus being chosen for that important station ; the former
commanding, of course. Mark, Betts, Bigelow, Socrates, and
Jones formed the party for the reef, to which were attached
Bridget, Martha, Teresa, and the blacks. Bigelow went across,
inrdeed, a day or two before the muain party ssifed, in order to
look after Iddo, and to get his work forward as fust as possible,
When all was ready—and that was when ten days had gone by
after the retreat of Waslly, without bringing any further tidinga
from him—the governor sailed in the Neshamony, having the
Bridget and the lighter in company, leaving the Dido for the
convenience of Heaton and his set. Signals were agreed on,
though the distance was so great as to render them of little use,
unless a boat were mid-channel. A very simple and ingenions
expedient, nevertheless, was suggested by Mark, in connec-
tion with this matter. A eingle tree grew so near the peak
as to be a conspicuons object from the ocean; it was not large,
though it could be seen at a great distance, more particularly
in the direction of the reef. The governor intimated an inten-
tion to send & boat daily far enough out into the strait to
ascertain whether this tree were, or were not standing; and
Heaton was instracted to have it felled as soon as he had
thoroughly ascertained that Waally was abroad again with
hostile intentions. Other signals were also agreed on, in order
to regulate the movements of the boats, in the eveat of their
being called hack to the peak to repel an invasion,

‘With the foregoing arrangements completed and thoroughly
anderstood, the governor set sail for the reef, accompanied by
his little squadron. It was an exquisitely beautiful day, one in
which all the witchery of the climate developed itsel, soothing
the nerves and animating the epirits, Bridget had lost most
of her apprehensions of the natives, and could lsugh with her
husband and play with her child almost as freely as before the
late events, Everybody, indeed, was in high spirite; the
launching of the schooner being regarded as a thing that would
give them complete command of the adjacent seas,

The passage was short, a fresh breeze blowing, and four
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hours after quitting the cliffs, the Neshamony was under the
lee of Cape South, and heading for the principal inlet. As the
craft glided along, in perfectly smooth water now, Mark noted
the changes that time was making on those rocks, which had
so lately emerged from the deptha of the ocean. The prairie,
in particulsr, was every way worthy of his attention. A mass
of mea-weed, which rested on a sort of stratam of mud imme-
diately after the ernption, had now been the favorite pasturage
of the hogs for more than a twelvemonth, These hogs at the
present time exceeded fifty full-grown animals, and there were
twice that number of grunters at their heels, Then the work
they had done on the prairia was incredible, Not less than
hundreds of acres had they rooted over, mixing the sea-weed
with the mud, and fast converting the whole into seil The
rains had washed away the salt, or converted it into manure, as
well as contributing to the more rapid decay of the vegetable
gubstances, In that climate the changes are very rapid, and
Mark saw that another year or two would convert the whole 6f
that vast range, which had been formerly computed at a sur-
face of a thousand acres, into very respectable pastuves, if not
into meadows, Of meadows, however, there was very littla
necessity in that latitude; the eternal summer that reigned
fornishing pasturage the year round. The necessary grasses
might be wanting to seed down so latge a surface, but those
which Socrates had put in wers well rooted, and it was pretty
certain they would, sooner or later, spread themselves over the
whole field. In defiance of the hogs, and thair increasing in-
roads, large patches were already green and flonrishing, What
is more, young trecs were begioning to show themselves along
tho margin of the chavnels, Heaton had brought over from
Betto's group several large panniers made of green willows, and
these Soerates had cut into strips, and thrust inte the mud,
Almost without an exception they had struck out roots, and
never ceasing, day or night, to grow, they were.already mostly
of the height of a man, Fonr or five years would convert them
into so many beautiful, if not very useful trees.
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Nor was this all, Heaton, under the influence of his habits,
had studied the natores of the different trees he had met with
on the other islands. The cocoanut, in particular, abounded
in both groups, and finding it was a tree that much affected
low land and salt water, he had taken care to set out varioua
samples of his roots and fruits, on certain detached islets near
this channel, where the soil and situation induced him to ba-
lieve they would flourish. Sga-sand he was of opinion was the
most favorable for the growth of this tree, aud he had chosen
the sites of his plantations with a view to those advantages,
On the peak, cocoa-nuts were to be found, but they were neither
very fine nor in very large quantities. 8o long as Mark had
that island to himself, the present supply would more than
equal the demand, but with the increase of the colony, a great-
er number of the trees would become very desirable. Five or
six years would be needed to produce the fruit-bearing trees,
and the governor was plessed to find that the growth of one
of those years had been already secured. In the case of those
he had himself planted, in and on the crater, near three years
had contributed to their growth, and neither the Guano nor
Loam lsland having been forgotten, many of them were now
thirty feet high. .As he approached the crater, on that occa-
sion, he looked at those promising fruits of his early and provi-
dent care for the future with great satisfaction, for seldom was
the labor of man better rewarded. Mark well knew the value
of this tree, which was of use in a variety of ways, in addition
to the deliciows and heslthful fruit it bears; delicious and
healthful when eaten shortly after it is separated from the tree.
The wood of the kernel could be polished, and converted into
bowls, that were ornamental as well as useful. The husks made
a capital cordage, and a very respectable sail-cloth, being a
good substitute for hemp—though hemp, itself, was a plant that
might be grown on the prairies to an almost illimitable extent,
The leaves were excellent for thatching, as well as for making
broomws, mats, hammocks, baskets, and a variety of such articles,
while the trunks could be converted into canoes, gutters, and



OR, VULUAN'S PEAK. 278

timber generally. There was aleo one other expensive nse of
this tree, which the governor had learned from Heaton. While
Bridget was still confined to the ship, after the birth of her
daughter, Mark had brought her a dish of greens, which she
pronounced the most delicious of any thing in its way she had
ever tasted. It was composed of the young and delicate leaves
of the new growth, or of the smmmit of the cocoanut tree,
somewhat resembling the artichoke in the formation, though
still more exquisito in taste. But the tree from which this
treat was obtained died—a penalty that mnst ever be paid to
partake of that dish, As soon as Bridget learned this, she for-
bade the eutting of any more for her use, at least.

All the boats got into port in good season, and the reef once
more became a-scene of life and activity. The achooner was
soon completed, and it only remained to put her into the water.
This work was already commenced by Bigelow, and the gov-
ernor directed everybody to lend a hand in effecting so desira-
ble an objeet. Bigelow had all his materials ready, and so
perseveringly did our eolonists work, that the schooner was all
ready to be put into the water on the evening of the second
day. The launch was deferred only toshave the benefit of day-
light.

That afternocon Mark, accompanied by his wife, kad gone in
the Bridget, his favorite boat, to look for the signal tree. He
went some distance into the strait ere he was near enough to
get a sight of it, even with the glass; when he did procure a
view, there it was precisely as he had last seen it. Putting the
helm of the boat up, the instant he was assured of this fact, the
governor wore short ronnd, making the best of his way back to
the crater again. The distaunces, it will be remembered, were
cousiderable, and it required time to make the passage. The
sun waa setting a3 Mark was ruuning along the channel to the
reef, the young man pointing out to his charming wife the
growth of the trees, the tints of the evening eky, the drove of
hogs, the extent of his new meadows, and such other ohjects ae
wonld be likely to interest both, iu the midst of such a scene,
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The boat rounded a point where a portion of the hogs had beer
sleeping, and as it came sweeping wp, the animals rose in a
body, snuffed the air, and begau scampering off in the way con-
formablé to their habits, Mark laughing and pointing with his
finger to draw Bridget's attention to their antics.

¢ There are more of the creatures,” said Bridget; ®yonder,
on the further side of the prairie—I dare say the two partics
will join each other, sud have a famons scampér in company.”’

“ More ["* echoed Mark; ¢ that can hardly be, as wo passed
gome thirty of them several miles to the southward. What is
it you see, dearest, that you mistake for hogst"

“ Why, yonder—more than a mile from us; on the opposite
side of the prairie and near the water, io the other channel”

# Tha other is not a channel at all; itis a mere bay that leads
to nothing; so none of our boata or people can ba there, The
savages, as I am your husband, Bridget !”

Bure enough, the objects which Bridget bad mistaken for
mere hogs, were in truth the heads and shoulders of some
twenty Indians, who were observing the movements of the boat
from positions taken on the other side of the plain, 5o as to con-
ceal all but the upper Mmlves of their bodies. They had two
canoes} war canoes, moreover; hut these were the whole party,
at that point at Jeast.

This was a most grave discovery. The governor had hoped
the reef, so accessible on every side by means of cances, would,
for years at least, continue to be a ferra tncognita to the savages.
On this ignorance of the natives would much of its security
depend, for the umited forces of the colonists could scarcely
suffice to maintain the place against the power of Waally, The
matter, as it was, called for all his energies, and for the most
protupt measures,

The first step was to apprise the people at the reef of the
proximity of these dangerous neighbors, As the boat was
doubtless seen, its sails rising above the land, there was no
motive in changing ita coume, or for attempting to conceal it.
The crater, ship, aud schooner on the stocks, were all in sight
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~ of the savages at that moment, thongh uot less than two leagues
distant, where they doubtless appeared indistinet and confused.
The ship lhight produce an influence in one or two waya, It
might inflame the cupidity of Waally, under the hope of pos-
sessing so much treasure, and tempt him on to hasten his as-
sault ; or it might intimidate him by its imagined force, vessels
rarely visiting the islands of the Pacific without being prepared
to defend themselves, The savages would not be likely to com-
prehend the tree condition of the vessel, but would natarally
suppose that she had a full crew, and possessed the wsnal means
of aunoying her enemies. Al this vecurred to the governor in
the first five minutes after his discovery, while his boat was
gliding onward toward her haven,

Bridget behaved admirably, She trembled a little at first,
and pressed her child to her bosom with more than the usual
warmth, but her self-command was soon regained, and from
that ipstant, Mark found in her a quick, ingenious, and usefal
saststant and counnsellor. Her faculties aud courage seemed to
increase with the danger, and so far from proving an encam-
brance, as might naturally enough have been expected, she was
not only out of the way, as respeets impediments, but she soon
became of real use, and directed the movements of the femsles
with almost as much skill and décision as Mark directed thoso
of their husbanda.

The boat did not reach the reef nntil dusk, or for an hour
after the savages had been sgen. The colonists had just left
their work, and the evening being cool snd refreshing after a
warm sommer's day, they were taking their supperfs under a
tont or awning, at no great distance from the ship-yard, when
ihe governor joined them. This tent, or awning, had been
crected for such parposes, and had severul adva.ntages to rec-
ommend it. It stood guite meat the béach of the spring, and
¢ool fresh water was always st hand. It had & carpet of velvet-
like grass, too, & rare thing for the reef, on the outside of the
crater,  But there were cavitics on its surface, in which foreign
substances had colleeted, and this was one of them, Sea-weed,
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loam, dead fish, and rain water had made a thin soil on shont
an acre of rocks at this apot, and the rain constantly assisting
vegetation, the grass seed had taken root there, and this being
its second season, Betts had found the sward already sufficient
for his purposes, and caused an awning to be epread, eonvert-
ing the grass into a carpet. There might now have been a
dozen similar places on the reef, 50 many oases in ita desert,
where soil had formed and grasa was growing. No one donbted
that, in time and with care, those then living might see most
of those uaked rocks clothed with verdure, for the progress of
vegetation in such a climate, favored by those accidental canses
which seemed to prevent that particular region from ever suffer-
ing by droughts, is almost magical, and might convert a wilder-
ness into a garden in the course of & very few years.

Mark did not disturb the happy security in whick he found
his people by auy unnecessary ancouncement of danger. On
the coutrary, he spoke cheerfully, complimented them on’the
advanced state of their work, and took an oceasion to get Betts
aside, when he first communicated the all-important discovery
he had made. Bob was dumfounded at first; for, like the
governor himaelf, he had believed the reef to be one of the
secret spota of the earth, and had never auticipated an invasion
in that quarter. Recovering himaself, however, he was aoon in
a state of mind to consalt intelligently and freely.

4 Then we're to expect the repiyles to-night §” said Betts, as
soon as he had regained his voice.

I think not,”” answered Mark, # The canoes I saw were in
the false channel, and cannot possibly reach us without return-
ing to the western margin of the rocks, and entering one of the
true pasasges.’ I rather think this cannot be done before
morning. Daylight, indeed, may be absolutely necessary to
them; and, ss the night promises to be dark, it is not easy to
see how strangers can find their way to us, among the maze of
passages they must meet. By land, they cannot get here from
any of the islands on the western side of the group; and, even
if landed on the central islaud, there is only one route, and that
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& crooked one, which will bring them here withont the assist-
ance of their cances, Wo are reasonably well fortified, Beits,
through natural agencies, on that side ; and I do not apprehend
eeeing any thing more of the fellows until moming.”

“ What a misfortin ’tis that they should ever have discovered
the reef ™

41t certainly is; and it is one, I confess, I had not expected,
But we must take things as they are, Betts, and do our duty.
Providence—that all-seeing power, which spared yon and me
when so many of our shipmates were called away with short no-
tice—Providence may still be pleased to look on ns with favor.”

“* That puls me in mind, Mr, Mark, of telling yon something
that I have lately 'arned from Jones, who was about a good
deal among the savages, since his friend’s marriage with Peggy,
and before he made his escape to join us. Jones says that, as
near a8 he can find out, about three years ago, a ship’s launch
came into Betto’s Land, as we call it—Waally’s country, how-
ever, is meant ; and that is a part of the proup I never ventared
into, seeing that my partic’lar friend, Ooroony, and Waaily,
was always at daggers drawn—but a ship’s lauich came in there,
about three years since, with seven living men in if, Jones
conld never get a sight of any of the men, for Waally is said to
have kept them all hard at work for himself; but he got toler-
able accounts of them, as well as of the boat in which they
arrived.”

¢ Surely, Bob, you do not suppose that launch to have been
ours, and those men to have been a part of our old crew |”” ex-
claimed Mark, with a tumult of fesling he had not experienced
since he had reason to think that Bndget was sbout to be re-
stored to him,

_* Indeed, but I do, sir. The savages told Jomes that the
boat had a bird painted in its stern-sheets; and that was the
case with our launch, Mr. Mark, which was ornamented with a
spresd-eagle in that very spot. ‘Then, one of the men was said
to have a red mark on his face; and yon may remember, sir,
that J3ill Brown had a pat'ral brand of that sort. Jones only
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mentioned the thing this arternoon, as we was &t work together
and I detarmined to let yon know all about it, at the first occasion
Depend on it, Mr. Woolston, some of our chaps is still living.”

This unexpected intelligence momentarily drove the recollec-
tion of the present danger from the governor’s mind. He sent
for Jones, and gnestioned him closely touching the particnlars
of his information; the answers he received certainly going far
toward corroborating Betts' idea of the character of the unknown
men. Jones was uever able even to get on the island whers
these men were said to be; but he had received frequent de-
scriptions of their ages, appearances, numbers, ete. It was also
reported by those who had seen them, that seversl of the party
had died of hunger before the boat reached the group: and
that only about half of those who had originally taken to the-
boat, which belonged to a ship that had been wrecked, lived to
get ashore. The man with the mark en his face was represent-
ed as being very expert with tools, and was employed by
‘Waally to build him a canos that would live out in the gales of
the ocean, Thia agreed perfectly with the trade and appear-
ance of Brown, who had been the Rancoeus' carpenter, and had
the sort of mark so particnlarly described.

The time, the boat, the incidents of the wreck, meagre as the
last were, as derived throngh the informatica of Jones, and all
the other facts Mark could glean in a close examination of the
man’s statements, went to confirm the impression that s portion
of thoss who had been carried to leeward in the Rarcocus’
launch, had escaped with their lives, and were at that moment
prisoners in the power of the very savage chief who now threat-
ened his coldny with deatruction.

But the emergency did not admit of any protracted inquiry
into, or any cousultation on the means necesssry to relieve their
old shipmates from = fate so miserable, Circumstances required
that the governor should now give his attention to the impor
tant concerns immediately before him,
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CHAPTER XVIIL

*To whom belcngs thin valley fulr,
That sleaps beneath the Almy atr,
Even like & Uving thing?
Bllent a8 infant at the bresat,
Bare u ntlll sound that apeaks of rest,
That streamlet's murmuoring ¥
WiLson.

Wazw the governor had communicated to his people that
the savagea were actually among the islands of their own
group, something very like a panic came over them. A few
minutes, however, sufficed to restore a proper degree of confi-
dence, when the arrangements necessary to their immediate
security were entered into, As some attention had previously
been bestowed on the fortifications of the crater, that place was
justly deemed the citadel of the reel, Bome thoeght the ship
would be the most easily defended, on acconut of the size of the
crater, and because it had a pataral ditch around it, bat so
much property was accumulated in and around the crater that
it conld not be abandoned without a loss to which the gover-
nor had no idea of submitting. The gate of the crater was
nothing in the way of defence, it is true; but one of the car
ronades had been planted so as to command it, and this was
thought sufficient for repelling all ordinary sssanits. It has
been said, already, that the outer wall of the crater waa perpen-
dicular at its base, most probably owing to the waves of the
ocean in that remote period when the whole reef was washed
by them in every gale of wind, This perpendicular portion of
the rock, moreover, was much harder than the ordinary surface
of the Summit, owing, in all probability, to the same cause. It
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was even polished in appearance, and in general was some
eighteen or twenty feet in height, with the exception of the two
or three places, by one of which Mark and Betts had clambered
up on their first visit to the Summit. These places, always
small, and barely sufficient to allow of & man's finding footing
ou them, had long been picked away, in order to prevent the
inroads of Xitty, and when the men had turned their attention
to rendering the place secure arainst a sudden inroad, they, be-
ing the only points where an enemy conld get up, without
resorting to ladders or artificial assivtance, had, by means of
additional labor, been renderad as secure as all the rest of the
“outer wall,” as the base of the crater was usually termed
among them. It was true, that civilized assailants, who had
the ordinary means at command, would soon have mastered this
obstacle; but savages woald not be likely to come prepared to
moeet it.  The schooner, with her cradle and ways, had required
all the loose timber, to the last stick, and the enemy was not
likely to procure any supplies from the ship-yard. Two of the
carronades were on the Summit, judiciously. planted ; two were
on board the Abraham, as waa one, of the long sixes, and the
remainder of the guns {three at the rock ecxcepted) were still
on board the ship, = |

Mark divided his forees for the night. As Bridget habitual-
Iy lived in the Rancocus’ cabins, he did not derange her house-
hold at all, but merely strengthened her crew, by placing Big-
elow and Socrates on board her, each with his family; while
Betts assumed the command of the crater, having for his compan-
ion Jones. These were small garrisons ; but the fortresses were
atrong, cousidering all the circumstances, and the enemy were
uncivilized, Imowing but little of fire-arms. By nine o'clock
every thing was arranged, and most of the women and children
were on their beds, though no one there undressed that night.

Mark and Betts met, by agreement, alongside of the schoon-
er, a8 soon as their respective duties elsewhere wonld allew,
As the reef, proper, was an island, they knew no enemy could
find his way ou it without coming by water, or.by passing over
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the narrow bridge which has already besn mentioned as croee-
ing the little strait near the spring, ‘This rendered them toler.
ably easy for the moment, though Mark had assured hia eom-
panion it was not possible for the canoes to get to the reef
under several hours. Neither of the men could sleep, however,
and they thought it as well to be on the look-out, and in com-
pany, as to be tossing about in their berths, or hammocks, by
themselves, The conversation turned on their prospacts, almost
as a matter of course.

¢ We are somewhat short-handed, sir, to go to quarters ag'in
them vagabonds,” observed Betts, in reply to some remark of
the governor’s.  * I counted a hundred and three of their craft
when they was off the pesk the other day, and not one on 'em
alt had less than four hands aboard it, while the biggest most
have had fitty. All told, I do think, Mr. Mark, they might
muster from twelve to fifteen hundred fighting men.”
. “That has been about my estimate of their force, Bob ; bat,
if they were fifteen thounsand, we must bring them to action, for

we fight for every thing.”

@, ay, sir,” anewered Betts, ejecting the tobacco-juice in
the customary way, “there’s reason in roasted eggs, they say,
snd there’s reason in firing a few broadsides afore a body gives
up. What s different place this here rock’s got to be, sir, from
what it was when yom and I was floating sea-weed, and rafting
loam to it, to make s melon or a cucumber bed! Times is
changed, sir, and we're now at war. Then it was all peace and
quiet ; and now it's all hubbub and disturbance.”

“We have got our wives kere now, and that, I think, you'll
admit is something, Bob, when you remember the pains taken
by yonrself to bring so great a happiness abont.”

# Why, yes, si—I'll allow the wives is something’'-—

#Bhip ahoy | hailed a voice in good English, and in the
most spproved eeaman-like tones of the voice.

The hail camo from the margin of the island nesrest to the
reef, or that which was connected with the latter by means of
the bridge, but not from a point very near the latter.
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¢‘In the name of heavenly marcy!” exclaimed Betts, ¢ what
can that mean, governor "

“I know that voice,” said Mark, hurriedly ; **and the whole
matter begins to clear up to me. 'Who hails the Rancocus "

“Is that ship the Rancocus, then 1" answered the voice from
the island. :

#The Rancocus, and no other—are you not Bill Brown, her
late carpenter ¥’

“The very same, God bless you, Mr, Woolston, for I now
know your voice, too. I'm Bill, and right down glad am I to
have things turn out so. I half suspected the truth when I saw
a ship's spars this arternoon in this place, thongh little did I
think, yesterday, of ever seelng any thing more of the old 'Co-
cus. Can you give me a cast across this bit of a ferry, sir "

* Are you alone, Bill—or who have you for companions 7

‘ There's two on us, sir, only-—Jim Wattles and I—seven on
us was saved in the launch; Mr. Hillson and the sapercargo both
dying afore we reached the land, as did the other mam, we
seven still living, though only two on uva is here.”

“ Are there apy black fellows with you—any of the na-
tives "’ _ ]

“ Not one, sir. 'We gave 'em the slip two hours ago, or as
goon as we paw the ship’s masts, being bent on getting afloat in
some craft or other, in preference to stopping with eavages any
longer. No, Mr. Woolston ; no fear of them to-night, for they
are miles and miles to leeward, bothered in the channels, whero
they’ll be pretiy eartain to pass the night; though you'll hear
from *em in the morning, Jim and I took to our land tacks,
meeting with & good opportanity, and by running directly in
the wind's eye, have come out here. 'We hid ourselves till the
canoes was ont of sight, aud then we carried sail as hard as we
could. 5o give us a cast’and take us aboard. the old ship again,
Mr. Woolston, if you love a fellow-creatur’, and an old ship-
mazte in distress.”

Such was the singular dialogue which socceeded the unex-
pected hail. It completely put & new face on things at the reef.
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As Brown was g valuable man, and ose whose word ke had
always relied on, Mark did not heaitate, but told him the direc-
tion o the bridge, where he and Betts met him and Wattles,
after each of the parties had believed the others to be dead now
fully three years!|

The two recovered seamen of the Rancocus were alone, hav-
ing acted in perfect good faith with their former officer, who
led them to the awuning, gave them some refreshment, and
heard their story. The account given by Jones for the firs$
time that very day, turned out to be essentially true, When
the lannch was swept away from the ship, it drove down to
leeward, passing at no great distance from the crater, of which
the men in her got a glimpse, without being able to reach it.
The at{ention of Hillson was mainly given to keeping the boat
from filling or capeizing; and thie furnished abundance of oc-
cupation, The launch got into one ¢f the channels, and by
observing the direction, which was nearly east and west, it
succeeded in passing through all the dangers, coming out to
leeward of the shoals. As everybody believed that the ship
was hopelessly lost, no effort was made to get back to the spot
where she had been left. No island appearing, Hillson deter-
mined to run off to the westward, trusting to fall in with land
of some sort or other. The provisions and water were soon
comsumed, and then came the horrors usnal to such scenes at
sea. Hillson was -one of the first that perished, his previous
excesses unfitting him to endure privation. But seven survived
when the- launch reached an island in Waally's part of the
group, sc often mentioned. There they fell into the hands of
that turbulent and warlike chief. Waally made the seamer his
slaves, treating them reasonably well, but exacting of them the
closest attention to his interests. Brown, as a ship-carpenter,
soon becanie & favorite, and was employed in fashioning eraft
that it was thought might be useful in carrying ont the ambi-
tious projecta of his master. The men were kept on a small
island, and were watched like any other ireasure, having no

opportunity to communicate with any of those whites who ap-
865 i3 '
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peared in other parts of the group, Thus, while Betts passed
two months with Ooroony, and Heaton and his party nearly as
much mors time, these sailors, who heard of such visitors, could
never get access to them. This was partly owing to the hostili-
tiesbetween the two chiefs—Qoroony being then in the ascendant
—and partly owing to the special projects of Waally, who, by
keeping his prisoners busily employed on his fieet, looked forward
to the succeas which, in fact, crowned his efforts against his rival,

At length Waally undertook the expedition which had ap-
peared in such force beneath tha cliffs of the peak, By this
time, Brown had become so great a favorite, that he was per-
mitted to accompany the chief, and Wattles was brought
along aa a ecompanion for his shipmate, The remaining five
were left behind, to complete & craft on which they had wow
been long employed, and which was intended to be the invinci-
ble war-canoe of those regions, Brown and Wattles had been
in Waally’s own canoe when the terrible echoes so much alarmed
the uninstructed beings who heard it, They described them as
much the most imposing echoes they had ever heard ; nor did
they, at first, know what to make of them, themselves. It was
only on reflection, and after the reireat to Rancocus Island,
that Brown, by reasoning ‘on the subject, came to the conclo-
sion that the whites, who were supposed - to be in possession of
the place, bad fired a gun, which had produced the astounding
uproar that had rattled so far along the cliff. As- alt Brown's
sympathies were with the unknown peopla of his own color, he
Lept his conjectures to bimself, and managed to lead Waally in
a different direction, by certain conclasions of his own touching
the situation of the reef where the Rancocus had been lost,

Bill Brown was an intelligent man for his station and pur
sats, He knew the courses steered by the launch, and had
some tolerably accurate notions of the distances ran, Accord-
ing to his calculations, that reef could not be very far to the
northward of the peak, and, by ascending the mountaina on
Rancocus Island, he either saw, or fancied he saw the looming
of land in that part of the ocean. It then occurred to Brown
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that portions of the wreck might still be found on the reef, and
become the means of effecting his escape from the hands of his
tyraots, Waally listened to his statements and conjectures
with the utmost attention, and the whole fleet put to sea the
very next day, in quest of this treasure, After paddling to
windward sagain, until the peak was fairly in sight, Brown
steered to the north-east, a conrse that brought him out, after
twenty-four hours of toil, nnder the lee of the group of the
reef.  This discovery, of itself, filled Waally with exultation and
pride. Here were no cliffs to scale, no mysterious mountain
te appal, nor any visible obstacle to oppose his conquests. It
is true, that the newly-discovered territory did not appear to
be of much value, little besides naked rock, or broad fields of
mud and sea-weed intermingled, rewarding their fiest researches.
Buot better things were hoped for. It was something to men
whose former domaine were so much circumscribed and gird-
ed by the ocean, to find even a fonndation for a new empire.
Brown was now consulted as to every step to be taken, and his
advice was implicitly followed, Columbus was scarcely a greater
man, for the time being, at the court of Ferdinand and Isabella,
than Bill Brown immediately became at the court of Waally,
His words were received as prophecies, his opinions as oracles,

Honest Bill, who anticipated no more from his discoveries
than the acquisition of certain pertions cf wood, iron, and cop-
per, with, perhaps, the addition of a li‘t'e rigging, certain eails,
and an anchor or two, acted, at firat, for the best interests of his
master, He led the fleet along the margin of the group until a
convenient harbor was found. Into this all the canoes entered,
and a sandy beach, supplying fresh water in abundance, having
been found, an encampment was made for the night. Beveral
hours of daylight remaining, however, when thcse great pre-
liminary steps had been taken, Brown proposed o Waally an
exploring expedition in a couple of the bhandiest of the ca-
noes, The people thus employed were thoss who had given
the alarm to the governor.  Cun that occasion, not only was the
boat sean, but the explorers were near enough to the reef to
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discover not only the crater, but the spars of the ship, Here,
then, was a discovery scarcely less important than that of the
group aelf | After reasoning on the facts, Waally came to the
sonclusion that these, after alt, were the territories that Heaton
aud his party had come 1o seek, and that here ke should find
those cows which he had once seen, and which he coveted more
than any other riches on earth, Qoroony had been weak
enough to allow strangers in possession of things so valnalle to
pass through his islands; but ke, Waally, was not the man to
imitate this folly. Brown, too, began to think that the white
men sought were to be found here, That whites were in tha
group, was plain enough by the ship, and he sopposed they
might be fishing for the pearl-oyster, or gathering béche-le-mar
for the Canton market. It was just possible that a colony had
established itself in this unfrequented place, and that the party
of which he had heard so much had come bither with their
stores and herds. Not the smallest suspicion at first crossed
his mind that he there beheld the spars of the Rencocus ; but
it was enough for him and Wattles that Christian men were
there, and that, in all probability, they were men of the Anglo-
Saxon race, No sconer was it ascertained that the explorers
were in a false channel, and that it would not be in their power
to penetrate further in their canoes, than our two seamen deter-
mined to run and sttach themselves to the strangers. They
natorally thought that they should find a vessel armed and man- -
ned, and ready to stand out Lo sea as goon as her officers were ap-
prized of the danger that threatened them, and did not hesitate
about joining their fortune with hers, in preference to remaining
with Waally any longer. Freedom possesses & charm for which
no other advantage can compensate, and these two old sea-dogs,
who had worked like horses all their lives, in their original
calling, preferred returning to the ancient drudgery, rather than
live with Waally in the rude abundance of savage chiefs, The
cucape was easily enough made, as soon as it wes dark, Brown
and Wattles being on the shore most of the time, under the
preteunce that it was necessary, in order that’ they might ascer-




OR, YULOAK’S PEAK. 293

tain the character of these unknown colonists by signs under-
stood best by themaelves.

Such is a brief outline of the explanations that the two recov-
ered seamen made to their former officer, In return, the gov-
ernor as briefly related to them the manner in which the ship
had been saved, and the history of the colony down to that mo-
ment. 'When both tales had been told, a consultation on the
subject of futare proceedings took place, quite as & matter of
course. Brown and his companicen, though delighted to meot
their old shipmates, were greatly disappointed in not finding a
mea-going vessel ready to receive them. They did not scruple
to say that had they known the actual state of things on the
reef, they would not have left the savages, but trusted to being
of more service even to their natural friends, by continning with
‘Waally, in their former relation, than by taking the etep they
had., Repentance, or regrets, however, came too late; and now
they were fairly in for it, neither expressed any other determina-
tion than to stand by the service into which they had just en-
tered, houestly, if not quite as gladly as they had anticipated,

The governor and Betts both saw that Brown and Wattles
entertained a high respect for the military prowess of the In-
dian chief They pronounced him to be not only 2 bold, but
an adroit warrior; one full of resources and ingenuity, when
his means were taken into the account. The pumber of men
with him, however, Brown assured Mark, was less than nine
hundred, instead of exceeding a thousand, as had been sup-
posed from the count made on the cliffs.  As it now was ex-
plained, a great many women were in the cances, Waally,
nioreover, was not altogether without fire-arms, He was master
of a dezen old, imperfect mnskets, and what was more, he had
a four-pound gun. Ammunition, howaver, was very scarce, and
of shot for his gun he had but three. Eack of these shots had
been fired several times, in his wars with Qoroony, and days
had becn spent in hunting them up, after they had done their
work, and of replacing them iz the chief’s magazine. Brown
could not say that they had done much mischief, having, in
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every instance, been fired at long distances, and with a very
uncertain aim. The business of sighting guns was not very
well understood by the great mass of Christians, half a century
since ; and it is not at all surprising that savages shounld know
little or nothing about it. Waally’s gunners, according to
Brown's acconnt of the matter, could never be made to under-
stand that the bore of a gun was not exactly parallel to its
exterior surface, and they invariably aimed too high, by sight-
ing along the upper side of the piece, This same fanlt is very
common with the inexperienced in using a musket; for, anxions
to get a sight of the end of their piece, they usually stick it ap
into the air and overshoot their object. It was the opinion of
Brown, on the whole, that little was to be apprehended from
Waally’s fire-arms. The spear and club were the weapons to
be dreaded ; and with these the islanders were said to be very -
cxpert. But the disparity in numbers was the main ground of
apprehension

‘When Brown was told how near the schooner was to being
launched, he earnestly begged the governor to let him and
Bigelow go to work and put her into the water, immediately,
Every thing necessary to a cruise was on board her, even to her
provisions and water, the arrangements hkaving been made to
launch her with her sails bent; and, once in the water, Bill
thought she would prove of the last importance to the defence.
If the worst came to the worst, all hands could get on board
her, and by standing through some of the channels that wera
clear of canoes, escape into the open water. Once there,
Waally could do nothing with them, and they might be govern-
ed by circumstances,

Woolston viewed things a little differently. He loved the
reef; it had become dear to him by association and history,
.and he did not relish the thought of abandoning it. There
was too much property at risk, to say mothing of the ship,
which would donbiless be burned for its metals, should the In-
diana get possession, even for & day. In that ship he had
sailed; in that ship he had been married; in that ship his
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daughter had been born; and in that ship Bridget loved atill
to dwell, even more than she affected all the glories of the
Eden of the peak. That ship was not to be given up to sav-
ages without a struggle. Nor did Mark believe any thing would
be gained by depriving the men of their rest during the acens-
tomed hours. Early in the morning, with the light itself, he
did intend to have Bigelow under the achoonet’s bottom ; but
he saw no occasion for his working in the dark, Launching
" was a delicate business, and some accident might happen in the
obscurity. After talking the matter over, therefore, all hands
retired to rest, leaving ome woman at the crater, and one on
board the ship, on the look-out; women being preferred to
men, on this oceasion, in order that the latter might reserve
their strength for the coming struggle.

At the appointed hour next morning, every one on the reef
was astir at the first peep of day. No disturbance had cccurred
in the night, and, what is perhaps a little remarkable, the fe-
male sentinels had not given any false alarm. As soon as a
look from the Summit gave the governor reason to believe that
‘Waally was not very near him, he ordered preparaticns to ba
made for the launch of the Friend Abrabam White, A couple
of hours’ work was still required to complete the desirable task;
and everybody set about his or her assigned duty with activity
and zeal. Some of the women prepared the breakfast; others
carried ammunition te the different guns, while Betts went
round and loaded them, one and all ; and others, again, picked
up such articles of value as had been overlocked in the haste of
the previous evening, cartying them either into the crater, or
on board the ship.

On ezsmining his fortifications by daylight, the governor
resolved to set up something more secure in the way of a gate
for the crater. He also called off two or three of the men to
get out the boarding-netting of the ship, which was well pro-
vided in thal respect; a good provision having been made, by
way of keeping the Feejee people at arms' length. These two
extraordinary offices delayed the work on the ways; and when
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ilie whole colony went to breakfast, which they did about an
hour pfter sunrise, the schooner was not yef in the water,
though quite ready to be put there. Mark announced that
there was no occasion to be in & horry; ne canoes were in
sight, and there was time to have every thing done deliberately
and in order.

This security came very near proving fatal to the whole par-

ty. Most of the men breakfasted under tho awning, which was
near their work; while the women took that meal in their re-
spective quarters. Some of the last were in the crater, and
some in the ship. It will be remembered that the awning was
erected near the epring, and that the spring was bat a short dis-
tance from the bridge. This bridge, it will also be recollected,
connected the reef with an island that stretched away for miles,
and which had formed the original range for the swine, after
the changes that encceeded the eruption, It was composed of
merely two long ship's planks, the passage being only some
fitty or sixty feet in width.
: e governor, now, seldom ate with his pecple. He knew
enough of human nature to nnderstand that authority was best
preserved by avoiding familiarity. Besides, there is, in truth,
no association more nnpleasant to those whose manners have
been cultivated, than that of the table, with the rude and unre-
fined. ] Bridget, for instance, could hardly be expected to eat
wi e wives of the seamen; and Mark natarally wished to
eat with his own family, On that occasion he had taken his
meal in the cabin of the Rancocus, as usual, and had come down
to the awning to see that the hands turned o as soon as they
wore throagh with their own breakfasts. Jast as he was about
to issue the necessary order, the air was filed with frightful
yells, and a stremm of savages poured out of an opening in the
rocks, on to the plain of the * hog pasture,’” as the adjoining
ficld was called, rushing forward in a body toward the crater.
They had crept along under the rocks by following a channel,
and now broke cover within two hundred yards of the point
they intended to assail,
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The governor behaved admirably on this trying oceasion.
He issued his orders clearly, calmly, and promptly. Calling on
Bigelow and Jones by name, he ordered them to withdraw the
bridge, which could easily be done by hauling over the planks
by means of wheels that had loug been fitted for.that purpose,
The bridge withdrawn, the channel, or harbor, anawered.all the
putrposes of a ditch ; though the South Sea islanders wonld think
but lidtle of swimming across it. - Of course, Waally's men
knew nothing of this bridge, nor did they know of the exist-
ence of the basin between them and their prey. They rushed
directly toward theé ship-yard, ard loud were their yells of dis-
appeintment when they found a broad reach of water still
separating them from the whites, Naturally they looked for the
point of ‘connection ; but, by this time, the placks were wheeled
in, and the communication was severed. At this instant,
‘Waally had all his muskets discharged, and the gin fired from
the catamaran, on which it was mounted. No one was injured
by this volley, but & famons noise was made ; and noise pa.ssed
for & good deal in the warfare of that day and region,

. It was now the turn of the colomists. At the first alarm
everybody rushed to arms, and every post was manned, or
womaned, in & minute. On the poop of the ship was planted
one of the caunon, loaded with grape, and pointed so a3 to
gweep the strait of the bridge, It is true, the distance was fully
a mile, but Betts had elevated the gun with a view to its send-
ing its missiles as far as was necessary. The other carronrades
on the Summit were pointed 8o as to sweep the portion of the
hog paatura that was nearest, and which was now -swarmiog
with enemies, 'Waally, himself, was in front, and was evidently
sclecting a party that was to swim for the sandy beach, a sort
of forlorn hope. No time was to be lost. Juno, a perfect hero-
ine in her way, stood by the gun on the poop, while Dido was
at those on the Summit, each brardishing, or blowing a lighted
match. The governor madé theMpreconcerted signal to the last,
and she applied the match. Away went the grape, rattling
along the surface of the opposite rocks, and damaging at least
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a dozen of Waally’s men, Three wers killed outright, and the
wounds of the rest were very serious. A yell followed, and a
young chief rushed toward the strait, with frantic cries, as if
bent on leaping across the chasm. He was followed by a hun-
dred warriors, Mark now made the signal to Juno, Not a
moment was lost by the undaunted girl, who touched off her
gun in the very nick of time. Down came the grape, hissing
along the reef; and, rebounding from its surface, away it leaped
across the strait, flying through the thickest of the assailants.
A dozen more suffered by that discharge. ‘Waally now saw
that a crisis was reached, and his efforts to recover the ground
lost were worthy of his reputation. Calling to the swimmers,
he succeeded in getting them down into the water in scores,

Tke governor had ordered those mear him to their stations,
This took Jonea and Bigelow on board the Abraham, where
two carronades were pointed through the stern ports, forming a
battery to rake the hog pasture, which it was foreseen must be
the field of battle if the enemy came by land, as it was the only
island that came near enough to the reef to be used in that way,
As for Mark himself, accompanied by Brown and Wattles, all
well armed, he held his party in reserve, as a corps to be moved
wherever it might be most needed. At that all-important mo-
ment a happy idea occurred to the young governor. The
schooner was all ready for launching. The reserve were under
her bottom, intending to make aatand behind the covers of the
yard, when Mark found himself at one of the spur-shores, just
as Brown, armed to the teeth, came up to the other.

“Lay aside your arms,' cried the governor, “and knock
away your spur-shore, Bill! Down with it, while I knock this
away! Look out on deck, for we are about to Jaunch you [

These words were just nttered, when the schooner began to
move, All the colonists now cheered, and away the Ahraham
went, plonging like a battering-ram into the midst of the swim-
mers. While dipping deepest, Bigelow and Jones fired both
thefr carronades, the shot of which threw the whole basin into
foam, This combination of the means of assault was too much
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for savages to resist, ‘Waally was instantly ronted. His main
body retreated into the coves of the channel, where their ca
noes lay, while the swimmers and stragglers got out of harm’s
way in the best manner they could.

Not 8 moment was to be lost. The Abraham was bronght
up by a hawser, as is usual, and was immediately boarded by
Mark, Brown, and Wattles, This gave her a crew of five men,
who were every way equal to handling her. Betfs was left in
command of the reef, with the remainder of the forces, To
make sail required but two minutes, and Mark was socn under
way, rounding Loam Island—or what had onee been Loam Ialand,
for it was now connected with the hog pasture—in order to get
into the reach where Waally had his forces, This reach was
a quarter of a mile wide, and gave room for mancenvring, Al
though the schooner bore down to the assault with a very de-
termined air, it was by no means Mark's cue to come to close
quarters, Being well to windward, with plenty of room, he
kept the Abraham tacking, yawing, waring, and executing other
of the devices of nautical delay, while his men loaded and fired
her guns ss fast as they could. There was more noise and
smoke than there was bleodshed, as commonly happeas on such
occasions; but these sufficed to secure the victory, The say-
ages were soon in a real panic, and no authority of Waally's
- could check their flight. Away they paddled to leeward, strain-
ing every nerve to get away from pursners, whom they suppos-
&d o be murderously bent on kiiling them to a man., A more
ynequivocal flight never ocourred in war,

Althongh the governor was much in earnest, he was not half
as bloodthirsty as bis flecing enemies imagined. Every dictate
of prudence told kim not to close with the canoes until he had
pleaty of sea-room. The course they were steering would take
them all ont of the group, into the open water, in the course
of three or four hours, and he determined to follow at a con-
venient distance, just hastening the flight by occasional hints
from his guns. In this manner, the people of the Abraham
had much the easiest time of it, for they did little besides azil,
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while the savages had to use all their paddles to keep out of the
schooner's way ; they sailed, also, but their specd under theit
cocoa-nub canvas was not suflicient to keep cicar of the Friend
Abraham White, which proved to be a very faat vessel, a8 well
88 one easily bandled.

At length, Waally found his fleet in the open ocean, where
he trusted the chase would end. But he had greatly mistaken
the course of eveats, in spplymg that ¢ flattering nnetion.” - It
was mow that the governor commenced the chase in good
earnest, actually running down three of the canoes, and making
prironers of one of the crews, In this canoe was a young war-
rior, whem Bill Brown and Wattles at once recognized as a
favorite son of the chief, Here was a most important conguest,
and Msark turned it to account, He selected & pmper agent
from amoog the captives, and sent him with a palm-branch to
‘Waally himself, with proposals for an exchange. There was no
difficulty in communicating, eince Brown and Wattles both
spoke the language of the natives with great flnency. Three
years of captivity had, at least, taught them that much,

A pgood deal of time was wasted before Waally counld be
brought to cenfide in the honmor of his enemies, At last, love
for his offspring brought him, unarmed, alongside of the
schooner, and the governor met this formidable chief, face to
face. Ha found the latter a wily and intelligent eavage. Nev-
ertheless, he had not the art to concesl his strong affection for
his son, and on that passion did Mark Woolston play. Waally
offered canoes, robes of feathers, whales’ teeth, and every thing
that was most esteemed among his own people, as a ransom for
the boy, Buf this was not the exchange the governor desired
to make, He offered to restore the son to the arms of his
father as soon as the five seamen who were stili prisoners on
his citadel island should be brought alongside of the echooner.
If these terms were rejected, the lad mmst take the fate of
war.

Great was the struggle in the bosom of Waally, tetween nat-
ural affection and the desire to retain his captives, After two



OR, YULCAN'S PEAK. an

hours of subterfuges, artifices, and tricks, the former prevailed,
and & treaty was wade. Agreeably to its conditions, the
schooner was to pilot the fleet of cances to Betto’s group,
which conld easily be done, as Mark knéw not only its bearings,
bnt its latitude and longitude. As soon as this waa effected,
Waally engaged to send a messenger for the seamen, and to re-
main himself on board the Abraham until the exchange waa
completed. The chief wished to attach terms, by which the
colonists were to aid him in more effectually putting down
Ooroony, who was checked rather than conquered; but Mark
refused to listen to any such proposition. IHe was more dis-
posed to aid, than to overcome the kind-hearted Qoreony, and
made up his mind to have an interview with him before he re-
turned from the intended voyage,

Some delay would have occurred, to enable Mark to let
Bridget know of his intended absence, had it not been for the
solicitnde of Betts, Finding the sails of the schoomer had
gone out of sight to leeward, Bob manned the Neshamony,
and followed as a support, In the even} of a wreck, for in-
stance, his presence might have been of the last importance,
He got alongside of the Abraham just as the treaty was con-
cluded, and was in time to carry back the news to the crater,
where he might expect still to arrive that evening, 'With this
arrangement, therefore, the parties separated, Betts beating
back, through the channels of the reef, and the governor lead-
ing off’ to the northward and westward, under short canvas; all
of Waally's canocs catamarans, ete., follow:ng about & m:la
sstern of him,
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CHAPTER XIX.

“ Ny, shriak not from the word * fareweTi "
An if ‘twere friendship’s Ainad knell;
Buch foars mey prove bat vain;
Bo cheageful ts Uife’s festing duy,
Whene'er wa saver—ho[io MAy Bay,

We part—to meet ngain,™ Branann BARToS,

Tae Abraham went zader short canvas, and she was just threa
days, running dead befote the wind, eve she came in sight of
Waally's islands. Heaving-to to windward of the gronp, the ca-
noes ail passed into their respective harbors, leaving the schooner
in the offing, with the hoatages on board, waiting for the fulfiiment
of the treaty. 'The next day, Waally himself reappeared, bring-
ing with him Dickinson, Harris, Johnsoun, Edwards, and Bright
—the five seamen of the Rancocus that had so long been cap-
tives in his hands. It went hard with that savage chief to relin-
quish these men, but he loved his son even more than he loved
power. As for the men themselves, language canmot portray
their delight. They were not only rejoiced to be released, but
their satisfaction was heightened on finding inte whose hands
they bad fallen. These men had all kept themaelves free from
wives, and returned te their color—that word being now more
appropriate than colors—or ensign, unshackled by any embar-
rassing engsgements, § They at once made the Abraham a
power in that part of the world, With twelve able seamen—all
sirong, athletic, and healthy men—to handle his craft, and with
his two carronades and a long six, the governor felt as if he
might interfere with the political relations of the adjoining
states with every prospect of being heard. Waally was proba-
bly of the same opinion, for he made a great effort to extend

-
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the treaty so far as to overturn Qoroony altogether, and thus so-
cure to their two selves the coutrol of all that region. Woolston
inquired of Waally in what he should be benefited by such a
policy ; when the wily savage told him, with the gravest face
imaginable, that he, Mark, might retain, in addition to his terri-
tories at the reef, Rancocus Jaland[ The governor thanked hia
feliow-potentate for this hint, and now took occasion to assure
him that, in future, each and all of Waally's cances must keep
away from Rancocus Island altogether; that island belonged to
him, and if any more expeditions visited it, the call should be
returned at Waally’s habitations. This answer brought on an
angry discussion, in which Waally, once or twice, forgot him-
self a little; and when he took his leave, it was not in the best
hnmor possible,

Mark now deliberated on the state of things around him,
Jones Lnew Ooroony well, having been living in his territories
until they were overrun by his powerful enemy, and the gov-
ernor sent him to find that chief, using a captured canoe, of
which they had kept two or three alongside of the schooner,
for the purpose. Jomes, who was a sworn friend of the unfor-
tunate chief, went as negotiator. Care was taken to land at the
right place, ander cover of the Abraham’s guns, and, in six hours,
Mark Liad thercal gratification of taking Ooreony—good, honest,
upright Ocroony—hy the hand, on the quarter-deck of his own
vessel. Much as the chief had suffered and lost, within the last
two years, a gleam of returning happiness shone on him when
he placed his foot on the deck of the schooner. His reception
by the governor was honorable, aud evea touching, Mark
tharked him for his kindness to his wife, to his sister, to
Heaton, and to his friend Bob, In poiat of fact, without this
kindness, he, Woolston, might then have been a solitary hermit,
without the means of getting access to any of his fellow-
ereatures, and deomed to remain in that condition all his days.
The obligaticn was now frankly admitted, and Ooroony shed
tears of joy when he thus found that his good deeds were re
membered and appreciated,
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It has long been a question with moralists, whether or not
good and evil bring their rewards and punishments in this
state of being. While it might be dangerous to infer the affir
mative of this mooted point, as it would be cufting off the
futare and its consequences from those whose real hopes and
fears ought to be mainly concentrated in the life that is to come,
it wonld seem to be presuming to seppose that principles like
these ever can be nugatory in the control even of ounr daily
congerns,

If it be true that God  visits the sins of the fathers upon the
children even to the third and fourth generations of them that
hate him,” and that the seed of the righteous man is never seen
begging his bread, there is much reason to believe that a por-
ticn of our transgressicns is to meet with its punishment here
on earth. 'We thick nothing can be more apparent than the
fact that, in the light of mere worldly expediency, an upright
and high-prineipled course leads to more happiness than one
that is the reverse; and if *“honesty is the best policy,” after
all the shifts and expedients of cupidity, so does virtue lead
most unerringly to happiness hero, as it opens up the way to
happiness kereafter,

All the men of the Abraham had heard of Qoroony, and of
his benevolent qualities. It was his goodness, indeed, that
had been the canse of his downfall; for had he punished Waally
a3 he deserved to be, when the power was in his hands, that
turbulent chief, who commenced life ss his lawful tributary,
would never have gained s point where Le was so near becom-
ing his master. Every man on board now pressed around the
good old chief, who heard on ali sides of him asserances of re-
spect and attachment, with pledges of assistance, When this
touching scene was over, Mark held a council on the quarter-
deck, in which the whole matter of the potitical condition of
the group was discussed, and the wants and dangers of Qoroony
laid bare. .

commonly happens everywhere, civilized nations and
popular governments forming no exceptions to the rule, the
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ascendeney of evil in this clnster of remote and savage islanda
was owing altogether to the activity and audacity of a few
wicked men, rather than to the inclination of the mass, Tho
people greatly preferred the mild sway of their lawful chief, to
the violence and exactions of the turbulent warrior who had
worked his way into the ascendant; and if a portion of the
populstion had, unwittingly, aided the latter in his designs,
under the momentary impulses of a love of change, they now
fully repented of their misteke, and would gladly see the old
condition of things resto'@ There was one island, in partic-
ular, which might be considered as the seat of power in the
entire group. Ooroony had been born on it, and it had long
been the residence of his family ; bot Waslly succeeded in driv-
ing bim off it, and of intimidating ita pecple, who, in secret,
piuved for the retnrn of their ancient rolers, If this ieland
could be again put in his possession, it would, itself, give the
good chief such an accession of power, as would place him, at
once, on & level with his competitor, aud bring the war back to
a struggle on equal terms.  Could this be done with the assis
tance of the schooner, the mors! effect of such an alliance would,
in sll probability, secure Qorcony’s ascendency as long as sach
an allisnce lasted. ’

It would not have been easy fo give a clearer iilustration of
the truth that % knowledge is power,” than the case now before
us affords. Here was a small vessel, of less than a hundred
tons in measurement, with a crew of twelve men, and armed
with three guns, that was not only deemed to be sufficient, but
which was, in fact, amply sufficient to change a dynasty smong
a people who counted their hosts in thousands. The expe-
dients of civilized lifo gave the governor this sscendency,
and he determined to use it justly, and iz moderation, It was
his wish to avoid bloodshed; and after learning all the facts
he could, he set about his task coolly and with prudence. '

- The first thing done, was to carry the schooner im, within
reach of shot of Waally’s principal fortress, where his ruling

chiefe resirled, and which, in fact, was the hold where about a
656 .
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bundred of hia followers dwelt-—fellows that kept the whole
island in fear, and who rendered it subservient to Waally’s
wishes. This fortress, fort, or whatever it should be called, was
then summoned, its chief being commanded to quit, not only
the hold, but the island altegether. The answer was a defiance.
As time was given for the reception of this reply, measures had
been taken to support the snmmons by a suitable degree of
concert and activity. Qoroony landed in person, and got among
his friends on the island, who, assured of the sapport of the
schooner, took np arms to a man, and appeared in a force that,
of itself, was snfficient to drive Waally’s men into the eea
Nevertheless, the last made a show of resistance until the gover-
nor fired his six-pounder at them. The shot passed through
the wooden pickets, and, though it hurt no one, it made such a
clatter, that the chief in ¢command sent out a palm-branch, and
submitted, This blocdless conquest caused a revolution at
once, in several of the less important islands, and in eight-and-
forty hours, Qoroony found himself where he had been when
Betts appeared in the Neshamony, Waally was fain to make
the best of matters, and cven he came in, acknowledged hia
crimes, obtained a pardon, and paid tribute. The effect of this
submission on the part of Waally, was to establish Ooroony
more strongly than ever in authority, and to give him a chance
of reigning peacefully for the remainder of his days, All this
was doue in less than a week after the war had began in earnest,
by the invasion of the reef !

The governor was too desirous to relieve the anxiety of those
he had left behind him, to accept the invitations that he and
his party now received to make merry, He traded a little
with Qoreony's people, obtaining many things that were useful
in exchange for old iron, and other articles of little or no valne,
What was more, he ascertained that sandal-wood was to be
found on Rancocus Island in small quantities, and in this gronp
in abundance. A contract was made, accordingly, for the cut.
ting and preparing of s considerable quantity of this wood,
which was to be ready for delivery in the course of thres
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months, when it was uaderstood that the achuoner was to ve-
turn aund take it in. These arrangements completed, the Friend
Abraham White sailed for home.

Tpstead of entangling himself in the chanmels to leeward,
Mark made the tand well to the northward, entering the group
by a passage that led him quite down to the reef, as the origi-
nal island was now uniformly ealled, with a flowing sheet. Of
course the schooner was seen an hour before she arrived, and
everybody was out on the reef to greet the adventurers, Fears
mingled with the other manifestations of joy, when ihe result
of this great enterprise came to be known. Mark had a deli-
cious moment when he folded the sobbing Bridget to his Leart,
and Friend Martha was overcome in & way that it was not usual
for her to betray feminine weakness,

Everybody exulted in the suceess of the colony, and it was
hoped that the future would be as quiet as it was secure.

But recent events began to give the governor trouble, on
other aceounts. ‘The aceession to his numbers, as well as the
fact that these men were seamen, and had belouged to the Ran-
cocus, set him thinking on the subject of his duty to the own-
ers of that vessel. So long as he supposed himself to be a
cast-away, he bad made use of their property without compune-
tion, but circumstances were now changed, and he felt it to be
a duty seriously to reflect on the possibility of doing something
for the henefit of those who had, undesignedly it is true, con-
tributed so xuch to his ewn comfort. In order fo give this
important subject a due consideration, as well as to relieve the
minds of those at the peak, the Abrabam sgiled for the cove
the morning after her arrival at the reef, Bridget went across
to pay Anne s visit, and most of the men were of the party.
The Neshamony had carried over the intelligence of Waally's
ropulse, and of the Abraham’s having gone fo that chicfa
sland, but the result of this last expedition remuained to bo
communicated.

The run was made in six bours, and the Abraham was taken
into the cove, and anchored there, just as easily as one of the
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smaller craft. There was water enough for any thing that
floated, the principal want being that of room, though thera
was enough even of room to receive a dozen vessels of size,
The place, indeed, was a snug, natural basin, rather than a
port, but art could not have made it safer, or even much more
commodions. It was all 0 smalt an island could ever require
in the way of a haven, it not being probable that the trade of
the place would reach an amount that the shipping it could hold
would not carry.

The governor now summoned & general council of the colony.
The seven seamen attended, as well as all the others, one or
two at the crater excepted, and the business in band was cn-
tered on soberly, and, in some respects, solemnly. In the first
Pplace, the constitution and intentions of the colonists were laid
before the seven men, and they were asked as to their wishes
for the foture. Four of these men, including Brown, at once
gigned the constitution, and were sworn in as citizens, It was
their wish to pass their days in that delicions climate, and amid
the abundance of those rich and pleasing islands. The other
three engaged with Mark for a time, but expressed a desire to
return to America after awhile. Wives were wanting; and
this the governor saw, plainly enough, was a difficulty that
mnst be got over, to keep the settloment contented. Not that
a wife may not make a man’s home very miserable, as well a8
very happy; but most pecple prefer trying the experiment
for themselves, instead of profiting by the experience of others.

As soon as the question of citizenship was decided, and all
the engagements were duly made, the governor laid his ques-
tion of conscience before the general council. For a long time
it had been supposed that the Rancocus could not be moved.
The eruption had left her in a basin, or hole, where there was
just water enough to float her, while twelve feet was the most
that could be found on the side on which the channel was
deepest. Now, thirteen feet aft was the draught of the ship
when she was launched. This Bob well knew, having been
laonched in her;  But Brown had suggested the possibility of
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lifting the vesse} eighteen inches or two feet, and of thus carry-
ing her over the rock by which she was {mprisoned. Once
liberated from that place, every one knew there would be no
difficulty in getting the ship to sea, since in oune of the chan-
nels, that which led to the northward, a vessel might actually
carry out fully five fathoms, or quite thirty feet. This channel
bad been seccurately sounded by the governor himseif, and of
the fact he was well assured. Indeed, he had sounded most
of the true channels around the reef. By trme channels is
mesnt those passages that led from the open water quite up to
the crater, or which admitted the passage of vessels, or boats;
while the false were culs de sac, through which there were no

real assagas.

The possibility thus admitted of ing the Rancocus to
ses, & grave question of consf:”{z\\m‘::ae, The property be-
ionged to certain owners in Philadelphia, and was it not a duty
to take it there? It is true, Friend Abraham White and kis
partners had received back their money from the insurers—ihis
fact Bridget remembered to have heard before she left home ;
but those inswrers, then, had their claims, Now, the vessel
was still sound and seaworthy. Her upper works might re-
quire caulking, and her rigging could not be of the soundest ;
but, on the whole, the Rancocus was still a very valuzhle ship,
and & voyage might be made for her yet. The governor
thought that could she get her lower hold filled with ssndal-
wood, and that wood be converted into teas at Cautom, as
much would be made as would render every ore contented
with the result of the close of the voyage, disastrous as had
been its commencement. Then Bridget would be of age
shortly, when she would become entitled to an amount of
property ithat, properly invested, would contribute largely to
the wealth and power of the colony, as well as to those of ita
gover@

In wusing on ali these plans, Mark had not the least ides of
abandoning the scheme for co!omzmg That was dearer to
him now than ever; movertheliss, he saw obstacles to their
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execution. No one conld navigate the ship but Limself; in
truth, he was the only proper person io carry her home, and
to deliver ker to her owners, whomsoever those might now be,
and be conld not conceal from himself the propriety, as well as
the necessity, of his going in her himself,  On the other hand,
what might not be the consequences to the colony, of hia ab-
sence for twelve months? A less time than that would not
suffice to do all that was required to be done. Could he take
Bridget with him, or could he bear to leave her behind? Her
presence might be necessary for the disposal of the real estate
of which she was the mistress, while her quitting the colony
might be the signal for breaking it up altogether, under the im-
pression that the two persons most interested in it would vever
return.

Thus did the managoment of this whole matter become ex-
ceedingly delicate, Heaton and Betts, and, in the end, all the
rest, were of opinion that the Rancocus ought to be sent
back to Americs, for the benefit of those to whom she now le-
gally belonged. Could she get a cargo, or any considerable
amount of sgadal-wood, and exchange it for teas in Canton, the
proceeds of these teas might make a very sufficient retarn for
all the outlays of the voyage, as well as for that portion of the
property which had been used by the colonists. ['-I‘—_he uas of
this property was a very different thing, now, from what it was
when Mark and Betts had every reason to consider themselvea
as merely shipwrecked seamen, Then, it was not only a matter
of necessity, but, through that necessity, one of right; but
now, the most that could be said abont it, was that it might be
very convenicnt. The principles of the colonists were yet too
good to allow of their deceiving themselves on this subject.
They had, most of them, engaged with the owners to take care
of this property, and it might be questioned if such a wreck
had ever occurred as to discharge the crew. The rule in such
cases we believe 1o be, that, as seamen have alien on the vessel
for their wages, when that lien ceases to be of value, their obli-
gations to the ship terminate. If the Rancocus could be car
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ried to America, no one belonging to her was yet legally exon
erated from s duties.

After weighing all these points, it was gravely and solemnly
declared that an effort should first be made to get the ship out
of her present duress, and that the question of future proceed-
ings should then be seitled in another council, Ia the mean-
time, further and more valuable presents were to be sent to both
Qoaroony and Waally, from the stores of heads, knives, axes, ete.,
that were in the ship, with injunctions to them to get as much
sandal-wood as was possible cat, and to have it brought down
to the coast. Betta was to carry the presents, in the Neshamo-
ny, accompanied by Jounes, who spoke the lsnguage, when he
was to return and aid in the work upon the vessel.

The duty enjoined in these decisicns was commenced without
delzy, Ieaton and Unus were left at the peak, as usual, to
look after things in that quarter, and to keep the mill from be-
ing idle, while all the rest of the men returned to the reef, and
set about the work on the ship. The first step taken was to
send down all the spars and rigging that remained aloft; after
which every thing was got up out of the hold, and rolled, or
dragped ashore. Of cargo, strictly speaking, the Rancocus had
very little in weight, but ske had a great many water-casks—
four or five times as many as would have been put into her in
an ordinary vayage. ‘These casks had all beer filled with fresh
water, to answer the double purpose of a supply for the people,
and as ballast for the ship. When these casks were all got on
deck, and the water was started, it was found that the vessel
floated several inches lighter than before. The sending ashore
of the spars, sails, rigging, lumber, provisions, ete., produced a
still further effect, and, after carefully comparing the soundings,
and the present draught of the vessel, the governor found it
would be necessary to lift the last only eight inches, to get her
out of her natural dock. This result greatly encouraged the
laborers, who proceeded with rovewed spirit.  As it would be
altogether useless to overhaul the rigging, caulk, decks, etc,
unless the ship could be got out of her berth, everyhody worked
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with that end in view at firat. Tn the conrse of a week, the
water-casks were under her bottom, and it was thought that
the vessel would have abont an inch to spare. A gale having
blown in the water, and a high tide coming at the same time,
the governor determined to try the cxperiment of crossing the
barrier. The order came upon the men suddenly, for no one
thought the attempt would be made until the ship was lifted
an inch or two higher. But Mark saw what the wind had been
doing for them, and he lost not & moment. The vessel was
moved, brought head to her course, and the lines were hanled
upon. Away went the Rancocus, which was now moved for
the first time since the eruption!

Just as the governor fancied that the ship was going clear,
ghe struck aft. On examination, it was found that her heel was
on & knoll of the rock, and that, had she been a fathom on
either side of it, she would have goue clear. The hold, how-
ever, was very slight, and by getting two of the anchors to the
cat-heads, the vessel was canted sufficiently to admit of her
passing. Then came cheers for success, and the cry of “ walk
away with her!”” That same day the Rancocus was haunied
alongside of the reef, made fast, and secured just as she would
have been at ber own wharf, in Philadelphia,

Now the caulkers began their part of the job, When caulked
and scraped, she was painted, her rigping was overhauled and
got into its places, the masts and yards were sent aloft, and all
the sails were overhauled. A tier of casks, filled with fresh
water, was put into her lower hold for ballast, and ali the stores
necessary for the voyage were sent on board her, Among
other things overhauled were the provisions. Most of the beef
and pork was condemned, and no small part of the bread; siill,
enough remained to take the ship’s company to & civilized port.
So reluctant was the governor to come to the decision concern-
ing the crew, Lhat he even bent sails before a council was again
convened. But there was no longer any good excuse for delay.
Betts had long been back, and brought the report that the
ssndal-wood was being hauled to the coast in great quantities,
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both factions working with right good will. In another montk
the ship might be loaded and sail for America.

To the astonishment of every ome, Bridget appeared in the
council, and announced her determination to remain behind,
while her husband carried the ship to her ownera. She saw
and felt the nature of his duty, and could consent to hie per-
forming it to the letter. Mark was quite taken by surprise by
this heroic and conscientions act in his young wife, and he had
a great struggle with himself on the subject of Ieaviag her be-
hind him. Heaton, however, was so very prudent, and the
preaent relations with their neighbors—neighbora four hundred
miles distant—were so amicable, the whole matter was so se-
rions, and the duty s obvious, that he ﬁnally acquiesced, mth-
out suffering his doubts to be seen.

The next thing was to select a crew. The three men who
had declined becoming citizens of the colony—Johnson, Ed-
wards, and Bright, all able seamen—went a8 & matter of course,
Betts woiild have to go in the character of mate, though Bige-
low might have got along in that capacity, Betta knew nothing
of navigation, while Bigelow might find his way into potrt on a
pinch. On the other hand, Betts waa a prime seaman-—a per-
fect long-cue, in fact—whereas the most that contd be said of
Bigelow in this respect, was that he was a stout, willing fellow,
and was much better then & raw hand. The governor named
Betts as his first, and Bigelow as his second officer. Brown
remained behind, having charge of the pavy in the governor's
absence. He had a private interview with Mark, however, in
which he earnestly requested that the governor would have the
goodness “to pick out for him the sort of gal that he thought
would mske a fellow a good and virtuous wife, and bring her
out with him, in whatever way he might retnrn,” Mark made
aw fair promises as the circumstances of the case would allow,
snd Brown was eatisfied. :

It was thought prudent to have eight white men on board the
ship, Mark intending to borrow as many more of Coroony’s
people, to help pull and haul. With such a crew, he thought

14
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he might get along very well. Wattles chose to remain with
bis friend Brown; but Dickinson and Harris, though ready and
willing to retorn, wished to sail in the ship, Like Brown, they
wznted wives, but chose to select them for themselves On this
subject Wattles .said nothing, We may add here that Unus
and Juno wera united before the ship safled. They took up
land on the peak, where Unus erected for himself a very neat
cabin, Bridget set the young ccmple ap, giving the furmt.ure, a
pig, some fowls, and other necessaries,

At length the day for eailing arrived, Previously to depart-
ing, Mark had carried the ship through the.channel, and ehe
was anchored in & very good and eafe roadstead, ontside of
every thing. The leave-taking took place on board her. Bridget
wept long ie her husband’s arms, bat finally got so far the com-
mand of herself, 88 to assume an air of encoursging firmness
among the other women, By this time, it was every way no
obvious Mark’s presence would be indispensable in America,
that his absence was regarded s a necessity beyond control.
S8till, it was hard to part for a year, nor was the last embrace
entirely free from angnish, Friend Martha Betts took leave of
Friend Robert with & great appearance of calmness, though she
felt the separation keenly. A quiel, warm-hearted woman, she
had made her husband very happy; and Bob was quite sensi-
ble of her worth. Bui to him the sea was & home, and he re-
garded a voyage round the world much as a conntryman wonld
look npon a trip to market. He saw his wife always in the
vista created by his magmanon, but she was at the end of the
voyage.

At the appomt.ed bour, t.he Rancotus sailed, Brown and
Wattles going down with her in'the Neshamony as far as
Betto's group, in order to bring back the latest intelligence of
her procoedings, The governor now got Qorcony to amemble
bis priests and chiefs, and to promounce a taboo on all inter-
conrse with the whites for one year. At the end of that time
he promised to return, and to bring with him presenis that
should render every one glad to welcome him back. Even
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Waally was included in these arrangements; and when Mark
finally sailed, it was with a strong hope that in virtue of the
taboo, of Qoroony’s power, and of his rival's sagacity, he might
rely on the colony’s meeting with no molestation during his
absence, The reader will ses that the peak and reef would be
in a very defenceless condition, were it not for the schooner.
Dy means of that vessel, under the management of Brown, ss-
sisted by Wattles, Socrates, and Unus, it is true, a fleet of
canoes might be beaten off; but any accident to the Abraham
would be very likely to provoe fatal to the colony, in the event
of an invasion. Instructions wera given to Heaton to keep the
schooner moving about, and particularly to make & trip as often
as once in two menths to Ooreony’s country, in order to look
after the state of things there, The pretence was to be trade—
beads, batchets, and old iron béing taken each time, in ex-
change for sandal-wood; bus the principal object was to keep
an eye on the movements, and to get an insight into the policy
of the savages.

After taking in a very considerable quantity of -sandal-wood,
snd procuring eight active asaistants from Ootooany, the Rancocns
got under way for Cauton, By the Neshimony, which saw
her into the offing, lettars were sent back to the reef, when the
governor squared away for his port. At the end of fifty days,
the ship reached Canton, where a speedy and excellent sale was
made of her cargo, So very lucrative did Mark make this
‘transaction, ‘that, finding himself with the assets after filling np
with teas, he thonght himself justified in changing his course
of proceeding. A small American brig, which waa not deemed
fit to double the ¢apes, and to come on a stormy coast, was cn
sale. Bhe could Tun several years in a sea as mild as the Pa-
cific, and Mark purchased ber for a song. He put as many nse-
ful things on board her as as he could find, including several
cows, ete. Dry English cows were not difficult to find, the

" ships from Europe often bringing out the animals, and turning

them off when useless. Mark was enabled to purchase six,
which, rightly enough, he thought wounld prove a great acquisi-
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tion to the colony. A plentiful supply of iron was alse provid-
ed, aa were ammunition, arms, and gues. The whole outlay,
including the cost of the vessel, was less than seven thoumsand
dollars ; which sum Mark knew he should receive in Philadel-
phia, on account of the personal property of Bridget, and with
which he hid made up his mind to replace the proceeds of the
sandal-wood, thus unsed, did those interested exsct it. As for
the vessel, she mailed like a witch, was coppered and copper-
fastened, but was both old and weak. Bhe bad quarters, hav-
ing been used once as a privateer, and mounted ten sixes. Her
burden was two hundred tons, and her name the Mermaid.
The papers were all American, and in perfect rale.

The governor might not bave made this purchase, had it not
been for the circnmstance that he met an old scquaintance in
Canton, who had got married in Cacntta to a pretty and very
well-mannered Engliah girl—a step that lost him his berth,
however, ou board a Philadelphia ehip. Saunders was two or
three years Mark’a senior, and of an excellent dispesition and
character. 'When he heard the history of the coleny, he pro-
fessed a desire to join it, engsging to pick up a crew of Amer-
icans, who were in his own situation, or had no work on their
hands, and to take the brig fo the reef, This arrangement was
msde and carried out; the Mermaid sailing for the crater the
day before the Rancocns left for Philadelphis, having Bigelow
on board as pilot and first officer, while Woolsten shipped an
officer to supply hia place. The two vessels met in the China
scss, snd passed & wéek in company, when each steered her
courss ; the governer quite happy in thinking that he had made
this provision for the good of his people. The arrival of the
Mermaid would be an eventfal day in the colony, on every ac-
count ; and, the instructions of Saunders forbiddieg his quitting
the islands until the end of the year, her presence would be a
great additional means of security.

It ie unnecessary for us to dwell on the passage of the Ran- ~
cocus, In due time she entersd the capes of the Delaware,
surprising all interested with her appearance. Friend Abraham
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White was dead, and the firm dissolved; but the property
had all been transferred to the insurers by the payment of the
amonnt underwritten, and Mark made his report at the office.
The teas were sold to great advantage, and the whole matter
was taken faitly into consideration. After deducting the sem
paid the firm, principal and interest, the insurance company
resolved to give the ship, and the balance of the proceeds of
the sale, to Captain Woolston, as a reward for his integrity
snd prodence. Mark had concealed nothing, but stated what
he had done in reference to the Mermaid, and told his whole
story with great simplicity, and with perfect truth, The result
was that the young man got, in addition to the ship, which was
legally conveyed to him, some eleven thousand dollars in hard
money. Thus was honesty shown to be the best policy !

It is scarcely mecessary to eay that his success made Mark
Woolston a great man, in a small way. Not only was he re-
ceived with open arms by all of his own blood, but Doctor
Yandley now relented, and took him by the hard. A frithful
account was rendered of his stewardship ; and Mark received
as much ready money, on account of his wife, as placed some-
what more than twenty thousand dollars at his disposal. With
this money he set to work, without losing a day, to make ar-
rangements to return to Bridget and the crater; for he always
deemed that his proper abode, in preference to the peak. In
this feeling, his charming wife coincided; both probably en-
couraging a secret interest in the former, in consequence of the
solitary hours that had becn passed there by the young aus
band, while his anxious partner was far away,
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CHAPTER XX.

“ There is no gloom on earth, for God above
Chnstena in Tove;
Tranamutiog sorrews ints golden Joy
Freo from alloy.
i dearest atiribute is stil to hleas,
And man's most weleoms hymao le gratefu! cheerfulness™
MoxaL ALCREKT.

Tre mode of proceeding now required great caution oz the
part of Mark Woolston, His mind was fully made up not to
desert his istands, although this might easily be done, by fitting
out the ship for another voyage, filling her with sandal-wood,
and bringing off all who chose to abandon the place. But
‘Woolston nad become infatuated with the climate, which had
all the witchery of a low latitade withoat any of its lassitude.
The sea-breezes kept the frame invigorated, and the air reason-
ably cool, even at the reef; while on the peak, there was
scarcely ever a day, in the warmest months, when one could
not lsbor at noon. In this respect the climate did not vary
essentially frora that of Pennsylvania, the difference existing in
the faet that there was no winter in his new country. Nothing
takes such a hold on men as s delicions climate. They may
not be sensible of all its excellencies while in its enjoyment,
but the want of it is immediately felt, and has an influence on
all their pleasnres, Even the acencry-hunter submits to this
witchery of climate, which casts a charm over the secondary
beauties of nature, as a sweet and placid temper renders tho
face of woman more lovely than the color of a skin, or the
brilliancy of fine eyes. The Alps and the Apennines furnish a
standing proof of the truth of this fact.  As respects grandear,
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a startling magnificence, and sll that at fist takes the reason,
as well as the tastes, by surprise, the first are vastly in advance
of the last; yet, no msn of feeling or sentiment probably ever
dwelt & twelvemonth amid each, without becoming more at-
tached to the last, We wonder at Switzerland, while we get
to love Italy. 'The difference is entirely owing to climate ; for,
did the Alps rise in a lower latitude, they would be absolutely
peetiess,

But Mark Woolston had no thonght of abandoning the ecra-
tet and the peak. Nor did he desire to people them at
random, creating & population by any means, incorporating
moral diseases in his body politic by the measures taken to
bring it into existence. ©On the comtrary, it was his wish,
rather, to procure just as much force as might be necessary to
scenrity, so divided in pursuits and quaslities as to conduce to
comfort and civilization, and then to {rnst to the natural in-
crease for the growth that might be desirable in the end. Such
a policy evidently required caation and pradence. The reader
will perceive that Governor Woolston was not influenced by the
epirit of trade that is now so active, preferring happiness to
-wealth, and morals to power.

Among Woolston’s acquaintances, there was a young msn
of about his own age, of the name of Pennock, who struck
bim as & person admirably suited for his purposes. Thie Pen-
pock had married very young, and was already the father of
three children, He began to fedl the pressure of society, for he
was poor. He was an excellont farmer, accustomed to toil,
while he was also well educated, having been intended for one
of the professions. To Pennock Mark told his atory, exhibited
his proofs, and laid bare his whele polioy, woder a pledge of
secrecy, offering at the same time to receive his friend, his wife,
children, and two unmarried sisters, into the colony. After
taking time fo reflect and fo comsult, Pennock accepted the
offer as frankly as it had been made, From this time John
Pernncck relicved the governor, in a great measure, of the doty
of solecting the remaining emigrants, taking that office on him-



320 THE CRATER:

solf. Thia sliowed Mark to attend to his purchases, and to
getting the ship ready for sea, Two of his own brothers, how-
ever, expressed & wish to join the new community, and Charles
and Abraham Woolston were received in the colony lista
Half a dozen more were admitted by means of direct applica-
tion to the governor himself, though the nccessions were princi-
pally obtained through the negotistions and measures of Pen-
nock. Al was done with great secrecy, it being Mark’s
anxious desire, on mauy acconnts, not to attract public atten-
tion to his colony.
¢ reasons.were numerous aod sufficient for this wish to
somain woknown. In the first place, the policy of retaining
the monopoly of a trade that must be enormously profitable,
was too obvious to need any arguments to support it.  So long
84 the sandal-wood lasted, so long would it be in the power of
the colonists to eoin money ; while it was certain that compet-
itors would rush in, the moment the existence of this mine of
weslth should be kuown. Then, the governor apprehended
the cupidity and ambition of the old-established governments,
when it shonld be known that territory wis to be acquired. It
wan scarcely possible for man to possess any portion of this-
earth by a title better than that with which Mark Woolston
was invested with his domains. DBut what is right compared
to might? Of his uative country, a0 abused in our own times
for its rapacity, and the desire to extend ita dominions by any
means, Mark folt no apprehension. Of all the powerful nations
of the present day, America, though not sbsolutely epotless,
has probably the least to reproach heraelf with, on the score of
lawless and purcly ambitions acquisitions, Even her conquests
ia open war have been few, and are not yet determined in
character. In the end, it will be found that little will be taken
that Mexico conld keep ; sud had that nation observed toward
this, ordinary justice and faith, in her intercourse and treaties,
that which bas so suddenly aud vigorously been done, would
never have even been attempted.
It may sait the policy of those who live under the same ays-



R, VULCAN'S PEAR. 321

tern, to deery those who do not j but men are not so bling that
they cannot see the sun at moonday. Ouve nation makes war
becauss its consul receives the rap of a fan; and men of a
different ‘origin, religion, and habits, are coerced into submis-
sion a8 the consequence. Another nation burme towns, and
destroys their people in thousands, because their governors will
not eonsent to adinit & poisonous drug into their territories; an
offence agaiust the laws of trade that can ouly be expiated by
the ruthless march of the conqueror. Yet the ruling men of
both these communities affect a great sensibility when the long-
slumbering young lion of the west rouses himself in his lair,
after twenty years of forbearance, and stretches cut a paw in
resentment for outrages that no other nation, conscious of his
strength, would have endured for as many months, because,
forsooth, he és the young lion of the west, Never mind: by
the time New Zealand and Tahiti are brought ander the yoke,
the Californians may be admitied to an equal participation in
the rights of American citizens,

The governor was fullyaware of the danger he ran of having
claims, of some sort or other, set up to his islands, if he revealed
their existence; and he took the greatest pains to concesl the
fact, The srrival of the Rancocus was mentioned in the pa-
pers, as a matter of course; but it was in & way to induce the
reader to suppose she had met with her accident in the midst
of a naked reef, and priocipally throngh the losa of her men;
and that, when a few of the last were regained, the voyage was
successfully resumed and terminated. * In that day, the great
discovery bad pot been made that men were merely incidents
of newspapers ;\but the world had the folly to believe that news-
papers were incidents of society, and were subject fo its mles
and interests. Some respect was paid 1o private rights, and the
reign of gossip had not commencedﬂ

* We hold In onr p fon s curlous d t, the publicallon of which might
reboke this spirit of goseip, and glve a mslatary warniog to certaln menagers of the
press, who no sooper hear s rumor than they think themeelvow justifled ib embalming

it among the other teuths of thelr dally sheets. The ocourrences of life brought va in
colllsion, legally, with an editor 20d we obtnloed & verdict sgainet bim.  Disaatisficd

657
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In the last century, however, matters were not carried quita
so far as they are at present. No part of this commnunity,
claiming any portion of respectability, was willing to publish
its own sense of inferiority so openly, as to gossip abont its
fellow-citizens, for ro more direct admissions of inferiority can
be made than this wish to comment on the subject of any one’s
private concerna. Consequertly, Mark and his islands escaped.
There was no necessity for his telling the insurers any thing
about the peak, for instance, and on that part of the subject,
therefore, he wisely held his tongue. Nothing, in short, was
said of any colony at all. The manner in which the erew had
becn driven away to leeward, and recovered, was told minutely,
and the whole process by which the ship was saved, The prop-
erty nsed, Mark said, had been appropriated to his wants, with-
out geing into details, and the main results being so very eatis-
factory, the insurers asked no further.

As soon as off the capes, the gi)vemor set about a serioua
investigation of the state of his affairs. In the way of cargo,
a great many articles had been laid in, which experience told
him would be useful. e took with him such farming tools as
Friend Abraham White had not thought of furnishing to the
natives of Feejee, and a few seeds that had been overlooked by
that speculating philanthropist. There were hall a dozen more
cows on board, as well as an improved breed of hogs, Mark
carried out, alse, s couple of mares, for, while many horses
could never be much needed in his islands, & few wonld alwoys

with defeat, n6 18 apt to be the case, he applied for a new trial Such sn application
wanp to be austained by afldavits, and he mnde his own, as usnal. Now, in this affids-
¥lt, our competitor awore, dlstlnetly and unegulvocally, to certaln alleged facts (we
thiok to the number of slx), every one of which was untrue. Fortunately for the
party lmplicated, the matter sworn to wos porely od captandusm stoff, and, 1o s legal
pense, not pertinent to the lssue, This prevented it from being perjury In law. Biill,
it woe all untrue, and nothing was easier than to show it  Now, we do not doubt that
the person thos swearlog bslisred all that be swore to, or he wonld not have had the
extrems folly to exposs himeclf os he &id; but ke wos so muek o the hablt of publizh-
ing goasip in hie Jonroal, that, when an occaslon arrived, be did wot hesltate sbout
swearlng to what he had rend Sp other journals, withont taking the trouble to inquire
12 1t were trual  (ma of these days wo may tay all this, slong with much other eimiiar
proof of the virtus there 18 1o possip, so plain'y bafore tie world, that e who runs
may read
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be exceedingly useful. Oxen were much wanted, but one of
his new eclonists had yoked his cows, and it was thought they
might be made useful, in a moderate degree, until their stouter
substitetes could be reared. Carts and wagons were provided
in sufficient numbers. A good stock of iron in bars was laid
in, in addition to that which was wrought into nails, and other
useful articlea, Several thousand dollars in coin were salso pro-
vided, being principally in small pieces, incinding copper.” But .
all the emigrants ook more or less specie with them,

A good deal of wuseful lnmber was stowed in the lower
hold, though the mili by this time furnished a pretty good
home supply. The magazine was erammed with ammunition,
and the governor had purchased four light field-guns—{wo three-
pounders, and two twelve-pound howitzers—with their equip-
ments, He had also brought six Jong iron twelves, ship-guns,
with their carriages, ete. The last he intended for his batter-
ies, the carronades being too light for steady work, and throw-
ing their shot too wild for a long range, The last could be
mounted on board the different vessels. The Rancocus, also,
had sn entire new armament, having left all her old guns but
two behind her. Two hundred muskets were laid in, with fifty
brace of pistols. In a word, a8 many arms were provided as it
was thought coald, in any emergency, become necessary.

Bat it was the human portion of his cargo that the governor,
rightly enongh, deemed to be of the greatest importance.
Much care had been bestowed on the selection, which had given
all concerned in it not a little trouble. Morais were the first
interest attended to. No one was received but those who bore
perfectly good characters. The mext thing was to make a
proper division among the various irades and pursuits of life.
There were carpenters, masons, blacksmiths, tailors, shoemakers,
elc, or one of each, and sometimes more. Every man was
narried, the only exceptions being in the csses of yoanger
brothers and sisters, of whom about a dozen were admitted
slong with their relatives. The whole of the ship’s betwixt.
decks was fitted up for the reception of these emigrants, who
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were two hundred and seven in number, besides children, Of
the last there wers more than fifty, but they were principally
of an age to allow of their being put into holes and corners.
Ei}:k ‘Woolston was much too seusible a man to fall into any
0 modern absurdities on the subject of equality and s
commanity of interesta, One or two individualy, even in that
day, had wished to sccompany him, who were for forming sm
association in which all property should be shared in common,
and in which nothing was to be dore but that which was right.
Mark bhad not the least objection in the world to the last
proposition, and would have been glad enongh to sec it carried
ont to the letter, though he differed essentially with the appli-
cants, as to the mode of achieving so desirable an end, He was
of opinion that civilization conld not exist without property, or
property without a direct personsl interest in both its accumu-
lation and its preservation. They, on the other hand, were
carried away by the crofchet that community iabor was better
than individual labor, and that a bundred men wounld be hap-
pier and better off with their individualities compressed ioto
ong, than by leaving them in a hondred subdivisions, as they
had been placed by natare. The theorists might have been
right, had it been in their power to compress a hundred indi-
viduals into one, but it was not.  After all their efforts, they
would still remain a handred individuals, merely banded to-
gether, under more restraints and with less liberty than are
common. :

Of all sophisms, that is the broadest which suppoaes personal
liberty is extended by increasing the power of the community,
Individuality is annihilated in a thousand things, by the com-
munity-power that already exists in this country, where perse-
cution often follows from a man's thinking and scting different-
ly from his neighbors, though the law professes to protect him,
The reason why this power becomes so very formidable, and is
often so oppressively tyrannical in its exhibition, is very obvious.

In countries where the power is in the hands of the few, publio

sympathy often sustains the man who resists its injustice; but
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no public sympathy can sustain him who iz opprossed by the
public itself. This oppression does not often exhibit itself in
the form of law, but rather in ia deninl. He who has & clamor
raised against him by pumbers, sppeals in vain to numbers for
justice, though his claim may be clear as the sun at noon-
day. The divided responsibility of bodies of men prevents
any thing like the control of conscience, and the most ruthless
wrongs sre committed, equally without reflection and withont
remerse.

Mark Woolston had thought: too- much on the subject, to bo
the dupo of any of these visionary theories. Instead of fancy-
ing that men never knew any thing previously to the last ten
years of the eighteenth century, he was of the opinicn of the
wisest man who ever lived, that ** there was nothing new under
the sun.)” That * circumstances might alter cases” he was
willing enough to allow, nor did he intend to govern the crater
by precisely the pame laws as he would govern Pennsylvania,
or Japan; but he well understood, nevertheless, that certain
great moral truths existed as the law of the human family, and
that they were not to be set aside by visionaries; and least of
all, with impupity. '

Every thing connected with the colony was atrictly practieal,
The decision of certain points had unquestionably given the
governor irouble, though he got along with them pretty well,
on the whole, A couple of young lawyers had desired to go,
but he had the prudence to reject them. Law, as a ecience, is
& very useful study, beyond a question; but the governor,
rightly enough, fancied that his peopls conld do without so
much science for & few years longer. Then another doctor
volunteered his services. Mark remembered the quarrels be-
tween his father and his father-in-law, and thought it better to
die under one theory than under two. As regards a clergyman,
Mark had greater difficalty. The question of sact was not
seriously debated haif a century ago as it is to-day ; still it was
debated. Bristol had s very ancient scciety, of the persuasion of
the Anglican church, and Mark’s family belonged to it. Bridget,
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however, was a Presbyterian, and no small portion of the new
colonista wero what is called Wet-Quakera-—that is, Friends
who are not very particelar in their opinions or observances,
Now, religion often caused more fends than any thing elss;
still it was impossible to have a priest for every persiasion, and
one ought to suffice for the whole colony. The question was,
of what sect should that one clergyman be! 8o many prej-
ndices were to be consaited, that the governor was sbout o
abandon the project in despair, when accident determined the
point. Among Heaton’s relatives was a young man of the
name of Hormblower—uo bad appellation, by the way, for one
who had to sonnd so many notes of waraing—who had received
priest’s orders from the hands of the well-known Doctor White,
go long the presiding bishop of America, and whose constitn-
tion tmperionsly demanded a milder climate than that in which
he then lived. As respects him, it became a question purely
of humanity, the divine being too poor to travel on hLis own
account, and he was received on hoard the Rancocus, with his
wife, his sister, and two childrep, that he might have the bene-
fit of living within the tropica. The matter was fully explained
to the other emigrants, who conld not raise objectious if they
would, but who really were not disposed te do so ie a case of
such obvious motives. A good portion of them, probably,
came to the conclusion that Episcopalisn ministrations were
better than none, though, to own the truth, the liturgy gave a
good deal of scandal to a certain portion of their number.
Reading prayers was so profane a thing, that these individuals
conld scarcely consent to be present at such a vain ceremony ;
nor was the discontent, on this preliminary poiat, fully disposed
of until the governor once asked the principal objector how he
got along with the Lord’s Prayer, which was not only writtea
and printed, but which usually was committed to memory!
Notwithstanding this difficulty, the emigrants did get along
with it without many qualms, and most of them dropped quietly
into the habit of worshipping agreeably to a liturgy, just as if
it were not the terrible profanity that some of them had imag:
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med. In this way, many of our most intense prejudices got
lost in new comnmunications.

It is not our intention to accompany the Rancocas, day by
day, in her route, She touched at Rio, and sailed again at the
end of eight-and-forty honrs, The passage round the Homn
was favorable, and having got well to the westward, away the
ship went for her port. One of the cows got down, and died
before it could be relieved, in & gale off the cape; but no other
accident worth menticuing occurred. A child died with con-
valsions, in consequence of teething, a few days later; but thia
did not diminish the number on board, as three were born the
same week, The ship had now been at sea one hundred and
sixty days, counting the time passed at Rio, and a genersl
impatience to arrive pervaded the vessel. If the truth must be
said, some of the emigrants began to doubt the governor's
ability to fiud his islands agein, though none doubted of their
existence. The Kannakas, however, declared that they began
to smell home, and it i3 odd enough, that this declaration,
coming a8 it did from ignorant men, who made it merely on a
fanciful soggestion, obtained more credit with most of the
emigrants, than all the governor’s instruments and observations,

Oue day, a little before noon it was, Mark appeared on deck
with his quadraot, and as he cleaned the glasses of the instru:
ment, he announced his conviction that the ship would shortly
make the group of the crater. A current had set him further
north than he intended to go, but having hauled up to south-
west, he waited only for noon to ascertain his latitude, to be
certain of his position, Et\he governor maintained a proper
distance from hia people, and was not in the habit of making
unnecessary communications to them, his present frankness told
for so much the more, and it produced a very gencral excite-
ment in the sp,7 All eyes were on the look-out for land,
greatly increasin?~the chances of its being shortly sean. The
observation came at noon, as is cnstomary, and the governor
found he was sbout thirty miles to the northward of the group
of islands he was seeking By his calculation, he was still to
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tho eastward of it, aud he hauled np, hoping to full in with the
Jand well to windward. After standing on three hours in the
right direction, the look-outs from the cross-trees declsred no
land was visible ahead. For one moment the dreadful appre-
hension of the group’s haviog sunk under another convulsion
of natare crossed Mark’s mind, but he entertained that notion
for s minute only, Then came the ory of “aail ko!” to cheor
everybody, and to give them something else to think of.

This ‘was the fitst vessel the Rancocus had scen since she left
Rio. It was to windward, and appeared to be standing down
before the wind. In an hour's time the two vessels were near
enough to each other to enable the glass to distinguish objects;
and the quarter-deck, on board the Rancocus, were all engaged
in looking at the stranger.

#'Tis the Mernaid,” said Mark to Betts, “and it's all right,
Though what that craft can be deing here to windward of the
islands, is more thae I can imagine 1"

“ Perhape, sir, they’s a cruisivg srter ns,” answered Bob,
¢'This is about the time they ought to be expectin’ on us; and
who knows but Madam Woolston and Friend Marthy may not
have taken it into their heads to como out a bit, to see arter
their lawful busbands 7

Thé governor smiled at this conceit, but continued his obser-
vations in silence.

“She beliaves very strapgely, Betts,” Mark at length said.
“Just take a look at her, She yaws like a galliot in a gale, and
takes the whole road like a drunken mon. There can be no one
at the helm.”

“ And how lubberly, sir, her canvas ia set! Just look at that
main-taw-sail, sir; ome of the sheets isn’t liome by & fathom,
while the yard is braced in, tiil it's almost aback I"

The governor walked the deck for five minutes in intense
‘hought, though occasionally he etopped to look at the brig,
now within a league of them. Then he suddenly called to Bob,
to * see all cloar for act:on, and to get every thing ready to go
to quarters.”’
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This order set every one in motion. The women and chil-
dren were hurried below, and the men, who had been constantly
exercised, now, for five months, took their statioms with the
regularity of old seamen. The guns were cast loose—ten
eighteen-pound carronades and two nines, the new armament—
cartridges were got ready, shot placed at hand, and all the usual
dispositions for combat were made. While this was doing, the
two vessels were fast drawing nearer to each other, and were
soon within gun-shot, But no one on board the Rancocus
knew what to make of the evolutions of the Mermaid. Most
of her ordinary square-saila were set, though not one of thern
all was sheeted home, or well hoisted. An attempt had been
made to lay the yards square, but one yard-arm was braced in
too far, another not far enough, and nothing like order appeared
to"have prevailed af the sail-trimming. But the conning of the
brig was the most remarkable. Her geuneral course would seem
to be dead before the wind; but she yawed incessantly, and
often o broadly as to catch some of her light sails aback., Most
vessels take a good deal of room in running down before the
wind, sad in a swell ; but the Mermaid took a great deal more
than was common, and could scarce be said to look sny way in
particular. Al this the governor observed, aa the vessels ap-
proasched nearer and nearer, as well as the movements of thoze
of the crew who showed themselves in the rigging.

‘¢ Clear away a bow-gun,” cried Mark to Betts; “something
dreadful must have happened; that brigis in peéssession of the
savages, who do not know how to handie her [

This announcement produced a stir on-beard the Rancoens,
as may well be imagined. If the savages had the brig, they
probably had the group slao; and what bad become of the col-
onists? The bext quarter of an hour was one of the deepest
expectation with all in the ehip, and of intense agony with
Mark, Betts was greatly disturbed, also; nor would it have
been eafe for one of Waally's men to have been within reach of
his arm, just then. Could it be possible that Ooroony had
vielded to temptation, and played them false! The governor
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could hardly believe it; end as for Betts, he protested loudly
it could not be so, .

“Is that bow-gun ready i” demanded the governor,

Ay, ay, eir; all ready.”

“Fire, but elevate well—we will only frighten them, at first,
Wo betide them, if they resist.” )

Betts did fire, and, to the sstonishment of everybody, the
brig returned & broadside! DBut resistance coased with this one
act of energy, if it could be so termed. Although five guns
were actually fired, and nearly simultaneously, no aim was even
sttempted. The ehot all flew off at a tangent from the posi-
tion of the ship; and no harm was done to any but the savages
themselves, of whom three or four were injured by the recoils,
From the moment the noise and smoke were produced, every
thing like order ceased on board the brig, which was filled with
savages. The vessel broached-to, and the sails caught aback.
All this time, the Rancocus was steadily drawing nearer, with
an intent to board ; but, unwilling to expose hia people, most
of whom were unpractised in strife, in 2 hand-to-hand conflict
with ferocious savages, the governor ordered a gun, loaded with
grape, to be discharged into the brig. This decided the affair
at once. Half a dozen were kitled or wounded ; some ran be-
low; a few took refuge in the top; but most, without the
elightest hesitation, jumped overboard. To the sarprise of alt
who saw them, the men in the water began to ewim directly to
windward—s circumstance which clearly indicated that either
land or canoes were to be fonnd in that quarter of the ocean.
Secing the state of things on board the brig, Mark luffed up
under her connter, and laid her aboard. In a minute, he and
twenty chosen men were on her decka; in another, the vessels
were again cleat of each other, and the Mermaid under
command, ' :

No sooner did the governor discharge his duties as 2 seaman,
than be passed below. In the eabin he found Mr. Ssunders
(or Captain Baunders, as he was called by the colonists), bound
hand und foot, His steward was in the samo sitnation, snd
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Bigelow was found, alss a prisoner, in the steernge. These
were all the colonists on board, and all but two who had been
on board, when the vessel was taken,

Captain Ssunders could tell the governor very little more
than he saw with his own eyes. One fact of importance, how-
ever, he could and did eommunicate, which was this; instead
of being fo windward of the crater, as Mark supposed, he waa
to leeward of it; the carrents, no doubt, having set the ship to
the westward faster than hed been thought. Rancocuns Island
would have been made by sunset, had the ship stood on in the -
course she was steering when she made the Mermaid.

But the most important fact was the safety of the fernales,
They were all at the peak, where they had lived for the last eix
menths, or ever since the desth of the good Ooroony had again
placed Waally in the ascendant. Ooroony’s son was overturaed
immediately on the decesss of the father, who died a natural
death, and Waally disregarded the taboo, which he persuaded
his peopls could have no sanctity as applied to the whites, The
plunder of these last, with the possession of the treasure of iron
and copper that was to be found in their vessels, had, indeed,
been the principal bribe with which the turbulent and ambitions
chief regained his power. The war did not break out, however,
a5 soon a8 Waally had effected the revoiution in his own group.
On the contrary, that wily politician had made so many prot-
estations of friendship after that event, which he declared to be
necessary to the peace of the island ; had collected so much
sandsl-wood, saud permitted it to be transferred to the crater,
where a cargo was already stored ; and had otherwise made so
many smicable demonstrations, as completely to deceive the
colonists. No one had anticipated an invasion; but, on the
contrary, preparations were being made at the peak for the re-
ception of Mark, whose return had now been expected daily for
a fortaight.

The Mermaid had brought over a light freight of wood.from
Betta’s group, snd had discharged at the crater, This done,
she had sailed with the intention of going out to cruise for the



338 THE CRATER!

Rancocus, to carry the news of the "colony, alt of whick was
favorable, with the exception of the death of Ooroony and the
recent events; but was lying in the roads, ontside of every-
thing—the western roads, as they were called, or those near-
cst to the other group—waiting for the appointed hour of
sailing, which was to be the very morning of the day in whick
she was fallen in with by the governor, Her crew comsisted
only of Captain SBanuders, Bigelow, the cook and steward, and
two of the people eugaged at Canton--one of whom was a
very good-for-nothing Chinaman, The two last had the look-
out, got .drunk, and permitted a fleet of hostile cances to get
alongside in the dark, being kuocked on the head and tossed
overboard, as the penalty of this neglect of duty. The othets
owed their lives to the circumstance of being fakem in their
sleep, when resistance was out of the question. Im the morn-
ing, the brig’s cable was cut, sail was setf, after a fashion, and
an attempt was made to carry the vesse] over to Betto’s group.
It is very questionable whether she ever could have arrived;
but that point was disposed of by the opportune appearance of
the Rancocus.

Saonders could communicate nothing of the subsequent
course of the invaders. He had been kept below the whole
time, and did not even know how many canoes composed the
fleet. The gang in possession of the Mermaid was understood,
however, to be but a very small part of Waally’s force preseut,
that chief leading in person.” By certain half-comprehended
declarations of his conquerors, Ceptain Sannders understood
that the rest had entered the channel, with a view to penetrate
to the crater, where Socrates, Unus, and Wattles were residing,
with their wives and families, and where no greater force was
left when tha Mermaid sailed. The property there, however,
waa out of all proportion ia value to the force of those whosv
business it was to take care of it  In consequence of the Ran-
cocus' rewoval, several buildings had been constructed on the
reef, and one houee of very respectable dimensions had been
put ap on tho Summit. It is true, these houses were not very
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highly finished ; but they were of great value to persons in the -
situation of the colonists, Most of the hogs, moreover, were
still rooting and tearing vp the thousand-acre prairie; where,
mdeed, they roamed very much in a state of nature. Socrates
occasionally carried to them a boat-load of *truck’ from the
crater, in order to keep up amicable relations with them; but
they were little better than so many wild animals, in one scnse,
thongh there had not been time materially to change their
nateres. In the whole, incloding young and old, thers must
have been near two hundred of these snimals sltogether, their
increase being very rapid. Then, a large amount of the stores
sent from Canton, including most of the iron, was in store at the
crater; all of which would Iay at the mercy of Waally’s men;
for the resistance to be expected from the three in possession
could not amount fo much.

The governor was prompt enough in his decision, as soon as
he understood the facts of the case. The first thing was to
bring the vessels close by the wind, and to pass as nesr as
possible over the ground where the swimmers were to be
found ; for Mark could not bear the idea of absndoning a hun-
dred of his fellow-creatures in the midst of the ocean, though
they were enemies and savages. By making short stretches,
and tacking two or three times, the colonists found themselves
in the midst of the swimmers; not one in ten of whom would
probably ever have reached the land, but for the humauity of
their foe. Alongside of the Mermaid were thres or four
canoes ; and these were cast adrift at the right moment, with-
out any parleying. The Indians were quick enongh at under-
standing the mesaning of this, and swam to the eanoes from all
sides, though etill anxious to get clear of the vessels. On board
the last canoe the governor put all his prisoners, when he
deemed himeelf happily quit of the whole gang,

There were thres known channels by which the Rmcocua
could be carried quite up to the crater. Mark chose that which
eame in from the northward, both becauss it was the nearest,
and because he could lay his course in it without tacking, for
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most of the way., Acqusinted now with his position, Mark had
no difficulty in finding the enirance of this channel. Furnish
ing the Mermaid with a dozen hands, she was sent to the west-
ern roads, to intercept Waslly's flect, should it be coming out
with the booty. In about an hour after the Rancocas altered
her course, she mado the land ; and, just ss the sun was setting,
she got so close in ss to be able to anchor in the northern
rosds, where there was not only a lee, but good holding-
gronnd, Here the ship passed the night, the govermor not
liking to ventare into the narrow passages in the dark,
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CHAPTER XXI

#Fangy enn: charm and foellng blosa
Witk sweeter hours then fashion knows;
Thera ia ho ealmer quietness,
Than home around the bosom throws™
PREROITAL

Avrnopen the governor deemed it pradent to anchor for the
vight, he did not negiect the precaution of reconnoitring.
Betta wan sent toward the reef, in a boat well armed and man-
ned, in order to ascertain the siate of things in that quarter.
His instructions directed him to push forward as far as he could,
and, if possible, to bold some sort of communication with Soc-
rates, who might now be considered as commander at the point
assailed. :

Fortunate was it that the governor bethonght him of this
measure, As Betts had the ship’s launch, which cartied two
lug-sails, his progress was both easy and rapid, and he actually
got in sight of the reef before midnight. To his astonishment,
all seemed to be tranguil, and Betts at first believed that the
savages had completed their work and departed. Being a bold
feliow, however, a distant reconnoitring did not satisfy him;
and on he went, until his boat fairly lay alongside of the natural
quay of the reef itself. Here he landed, and marched toward
the entrance of the crater. The gate was negligently open, and,
on entering the spacions arens, the men found all quiet, withont
sny indications of recent viclence, Betts knew that those who
dwelt in this place, usnally preferred the SBummit for sleeping,
and he ascended to one of the huts that had been erected there.
Here he found the whole of the little garrisou of the group,
buried in sleep, and totally without any apprehension of the
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danger which menaced them. As it now appeared, Waally's
nien had not yet shown themselves, and Socrates knew nothing
at all of what had happened to the brig.

Glad enongh was the negro to shake hands with Betts, and
to hear that Master Mark was so near at hand, with a powerful
reinforcement. The party already arrived might, indeed, be
termed the last, for the governor had sent with his first officer,
on this occasion, no less than five-snd-twenty men, each com-
pletely armed. 'With such a garrison, Betts deemed the erater
safe, and he sent back the launch with four seamen in it, to re-
port the condition in which he had found matters, and to com-
municate all else that he had learned. This done, he turned
his attention to the defences of the place.

According to Socrates’ account, no great loss in property
would be likely to ocour, could the colonistsa make good the
reefl aguinst their invaders. The Abrabam was over at the
pesk, safe enough in the cove, as were the Neshamony and sev-
eral of the boats, only two or three of the smaller of the last
being with him, The hogs and cows were most exposed,
though nearly half of the stock was now habitually kept on the
peak. Btill, a couple of hundred hogs were on the prairie, as
were no less than eight horned cattle, including calves. The
loss of the last would be grestly felt, and it was mach to be
feared, since the creatures were very gentle, aud might be easily
caught. Betta, however, had fewer apprehensions touching
the cattie than for the hogs, since the latter might be slain with
srrows, while he was aware that Waally wished to obtain the
first alive.

Agreesbly to the accounts of Socrates, the progress of vegeta-
tion had been very great throughont the entire group. Grass
grew wherever the seed was aown, provided any thing like soil
existed, and the prairie was now a vast range, most of which
was green, sand all of which wae firm enough to bear a hoof,
The trees, of all sorts, were flourishing also, and Betts wag
assured he would not know the group again when he came to
see it by daylight. All this was pleasaut iutelligence, at leasty
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o the cager listeners among the new colomists, who had now
been 4o loryz on board ship, that any thing in the shape of
terra firme aand of verdure appeared to them like paradise.
But Betts had too many things to think of, just then, to give
much heed to the enloginm of Socrates, and he soon bestowed
all his atiention on the meana of defence.

Aa there was but one way of approaching the crater, unless
by weter, and that was along the bog pasture and aeross the
plank bridge, Bob felt the pradence of immediately taking pos.
session of the pasa. ‘He ordered Sodrates to look to the gate,
where he stationed a guard, and went himself, with ten men,
to make sure of the bridge. It was trne, Waally’s men could
swim, and would not be very apt te pause Jong at the basin;
Lut it would be an advantage to fight them while in the water,
that ought not to be thrown away, The carronades were all
loaded, moreover ; and these.precantions taken, and sentinels
posted, Betts suffered his men to sleep on their arms, if sleep
they could. Their situation was 80 novel, that few availed them-
sefves of tha pnnlege, though their command.mg officer, him-
sell, was soon snoring most musically.

As might have been expected, Waally made his assanlt just
as tho day appeared., Before that time, however, the launch
bad got back to the ship, and the latter was under way, coming
fast toward the crater. Unknown to sll, though anticipated
by Mark, the Mermaid had entered the westorn passage, and
was beating np through .it, closing fast also on Waally’s rear.
Such was the state of things, when the yell.of the assailanta
was heard.

‘Waally made his first posh for the bridge, expecting to find
it ungnarded, and hoping to cross it unresisted. He kmew that
the ship was gone, and no longer dreaded Aer fire; but he was
fully aware that the Summit had its guus, and he wished to
seize them while his men were still impelled by the ardor of
a first onmset. Those formidable engines of war were held in
the most profound respect by all his people, and Waally knew
the importance of suocess in & rapid movement. He had

468 -15
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gleaned so much information concerning the state of the reef|
that he expected no great resistance, fully believing that, now
he had seized the Mermaid, his e¢pemies would be reduced in
numbers to less than half a dozen. Tn all this, he was right
enocugh; and there can be no question that Socrates and his
whols party, together with the reef, and, for that matter, the
entire group, would have fallen into his hande, but for the
timely arrival of the reinforcement, The yell arose whon it
was ascertained that the bridge was drawn in, and it was suc-
ceoded by a volley from the guard posted near it, on the reef,

This commenced the strife, which immediately raged with great -

fary, and with prodigious clamor. Waally had all his mnsketa
fired, too, though as yet he saw no enemy, and did not know
in what direction to aim. He could see men moving about on
the reef, it is true, but it was only at moments, as they mostly
kept themselves behind the covers. Afler firing his muskets,
the chief issued an order for a charge, and several hundreds of
his warriors plunged into the basip, aud began to swim toward
the point to be sassiled. This movement admonished Betts of
the prudence of retiring toward the gate, which ho did in good
order, and somewhat deliberately. This time, Waally actually
got his men upon the reef withont a panic and without loss,
They landed in a crowd, and were soon roshing in all directions,
esgrer for plunder, and thirsting for blocd. Betts was enabled,
notwithstanding, to enter the gate, which he did without delay,
perfectly satisfied that all effoits of hia to resist the torrent
without mnst be vain. As soon as his party had entered, the
gate was closed, and Betts was at liberty to bestow all his care
on the defence of the crater. '

The great extent of the citadel, which contained an area of
not less than a hundred acres, it wili be remembered, rendered
its garrison very insufficient for a siege. It is probable that no
one there would have thought of defonding it, but for the cer
tainty of powerful support being at hand. Thie certainty en-
couraged the garrison, rendering their exertions more ready and
cheerfnl, Betts divided his men into parties of two, scattering
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them along the SBummit, with orders to be vipgilaot, and to sup-
port each other, It was well known that a man could not enter
from without unless by the gate, or sided by ladders, or some
other mechanical invention, The time necessary to provide the
last would bring broad daylight, and enable the colonists to
march such a force to the menaced point, as would be pretty
cortain to prove sufficiont to resist the sssailants, The gate
itself was commanded by a carronade, and was watched by a .
gnard,

Great was the disappointment of Waally when he ascertained,
by personal examination, that the Summit could not be scaled,
even by the most active of his party, without recourse to assiat-
snce by means of artificial contrivances. He had the sagacity
to collect all his men immediately beneath the natural walls,
where they were alone safe from the fire of the guns, but where
they were slso useless. A large pile of iron, an article so cov-
eted, was in plain sight beneath a shed, but he did not dars to
sond a single hand to touch it, since it would have brought the
adventurer under fire, A variety of other articles, almost as
tempting, though not, perhaps, of the same intrinsic value, lay
also in sight, but were tabooed by the magic of powder and
balls. Eleven hundred warriors, as was afterward sascertained,
landed on the reef that eventful morning, and assembled uuder
the walls of the crater. A hundred more remaised in the ca-
noes, which lay about & leagme off, in the western passage, or
to leeward, awaiting the result of the enterprise.

The first effort made by Waally was to throw a force upward,
by rearing one man on another's shoulders, This schemle sue
ceeded in part, but the fellow who first showed hie head above
the perpandicular part of the cliff, received a bullet in his brains,
The musket was fired by the hauds of Socrates. This one dis-
charge brought down the whole fabric, several of those who fell -
sustaining serions injuries, in the way of broken bones.

The completely isolated position of the crater, which stood,
as it might be, aloof from ali surrounding objects, added mate-
tially to its strength in & military seuse, and Waally was puzzled
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how to overcome difficulties that might have embarrassed
mors civilized soldier. For the first time in his kife, that war-
rior had enconntered a sort of fortress, which could be entered
ouly by regular approaches, unless it might ba carried by a coup-
de-main, At the latter the savages were expert enough, and on
it tbey had mainly relied; but, disappointed in this respect,
they found themselves thrown back on resources that were far
from being equal to the emergency.

Tired of inactivity, Waaslly finally decided on making & dus-
perste effort. The ship-yard was still kept up as s place for the
repairing of boats, ete., and it always had more or less lumber
lying in, ot near i, Selecting a party of a hundred resolute
men, and placing them under the orders of one of his bravest
chiefs, Waally sent them off, on the run, to bring a8 mnch {in-
ber, boards, planks, etc., as they could carry, within the cover
of the cliffa. Now, Bettsa had foreseen the probability of this
very sortie, and had levelled one of his carronades, Joaded to
the muzzle with canister, directly at the largest pils of the pianks.
No sooner did the adventurers appear, therefore, than he blew
his mateh, The savages were collected aronnd the planks in a
crowd, when he fired his gun. A dozen of them fell, and the
rest vanished like so much dust sesttered by a whirlwind.

Just st that moment the cry passed along the Summit that
the Rancocus was in sight. The governor mmust have heard tle
report of the guun, for he discharged one ia return, an encour-
aging signal of his approach. In a minute & third came from
the westward, and Betts saw the sails of the Mermaid over the
low land, It is ecarcely necessary to add, that the reports of
the two guns from a distance, and the appearance of the two
vessels, put an end at once to all Waally’s schemes, and induced
him to commence, with the least possible delay, a second re-
treat from the spot which, like Nelson's frigates, might almoat
be said {0 be imprinted on his heart.

Waally retired succesefully, if not with much dignity. At
& given signal his men rushed for the water, plunged in, and
wwam scross the basin again. It was in Betts' power to have
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killed many on the retreat, but he was averse to shedding
blood nnnecessarily, Fifty lives, more or less, could be of nc
great moment in the result, as soon as a retreat was decided
on; and the savages were permitted to retire, and to carry off
their killed and wounded without molestatiot. The last was
done by wheeling forward the planks, and crossing at thae
bridge.

It was far easier, however, for Waally fo gain his canoes,
than to know which way to ateer after he had reached them,
The Mermaid cut off his retreat by the western passage, and
the Rancocus was coming fast along the northern. I order to
reach either the eastern or the southern, it would be necessary
to pdss within gun-shot of the recf, and, what was more, to
run the pauntlet between the crater and the Rancocus, To
this dapger Waally was compelled to submit, since he had no
other means of withdrawing his fleet. It was true, that by
paddling to windward, he greatly lessened the danger he ran
from the two vessels, since it wonld not be in their power to
overtske him in the marrow channela of the groep, so long as
he went in the wind’s eye. It is probable that the savages un-
derstood this, and that the circumstance greatly encouraged
them in the effort they immediately made to get into the east-
"orn passage, Betis permitted them to pass the reef, without
firing at them sagain, though some of the canoes were at least
half an houmr within the range of his guns, while doing so. It
was lucky for the Indians that the Rancocus did not arrive un-
til the last of their party were as far to windward as the spot
where the ship had anchored when she was first bronght up by
artificial means into thoso waters,

Botts went off to meet the governor, in order to make an
early report of his proceedings. It was spparent that the dan-
ger was over, and Woolston was not sorry to find that success
was obtained without recourse to his batteries. The ship went
immedistely alongside of the natural quay, and her people
poured ashore, in a crowd, the instant & plank conld be run
out in order to enable them to do so. In an hour the cows
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were Janded and were grazing in the erater, where the grass
was knee-high, and every thing possessing life was out of the
ship, the rats and cockroaches, perbaps, excepted. As for the
enemy, no one now cared forthem. The man aloft said they
could be scen paddling away as if for life, and already too fur
for pursuit. It would bave becn easy enough for the vessels to
cut off the fugitives by going into the offing again, but this war
not the desire of any there, all being too happy to be rid of
them, to take any steps to prolong the intercourse.

Great was the delight of the colonists to be once more on
the land. TUnder ordinary circumstances, the immigrants might
not have seen so many charms in the reef, and crater, and
hog-lot; but five months at sea have a powerful influence in
rendering the most barren spot beautiful. DBarrenness, how-
ever, was & reproach that could no longer be justly applied to
the group, and most especially to those portions of it which
had received the attention of its people. Even trees were be-
ginning fo be numerons, thousands of them having been planted,
some for their fruits, some for their wood, and others merely
for the shade. Of willows alone, Socrates with his own hand
had set out more than five thousand, the operation being sim-
ply that of thrusting the end of a brauch into the mud. Of
the rapidity of the growth it is searcely necessary to speak;
though it quadrupled that known even to the most fertile re-
gions of Ameriea.

Here, then, was Mark once more at homs, after so long a
passago, ‘There was his ship, too, well freighted with & hun-
dred things, all of which would contribute to the comfort and
well-being of the colonistal It was a moment when the gover-
nor's heart was overflowing with gratitude, ard could he then
have taken Bridget and his children in his arms, the cup of
happivess would have been full. Bridget was not forgetton,
however, for in less than half an hour after the ship was secured,
Betts sailed in the Neshamony for the peak; he was to carry
over the joyful tidings, aud to bring the * governor's lady” to
the recf. Ere the sun set, or about that time, his return migh
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be expected, the Neshamony making the trip in much less time
than one of the smaller boats. . It was not necessary, however,
for Betts to go so far, for when he had fairly cleared Cape
South, and was in the strait, he fell in with the AbraKam,
bound over to the reef. It appeared that some signs of the
hostile cances had been seen from the peak, ss Waally was
crossing from Rancocus Island, and, after a council, it had
been decided to send the Abraham acroes, to notify the people
on the reef of the impending danger, and to aid in repelling
the enemy, Dridget and Martha had both come in the schoon-
er; the first, to lock after the many valuables she had left &t
the “ governor’s house,” on the Summit, and the last as her
companion.

‘We leave the reader to imagine the joy that was exhibited,
when those on board the Abraham ascertained the arrival of
the Raococus] Bridget was in ecstasies, and greatly did she
exult in her own determination to cross on this occasion, and
to bring her child with her.  After the first burst of happiness,
and the necessary explanations had been made, a consultation
was had touching what was next to be done. Brown was in
command of the Abraham, with a snfficient c¢rew, and Betta
sent him to windward, outside of every thing, to look after the
enemy. It waa thought desirable not only to sce Waally well
clear of the group, but to force him to pass off to the north-
ward, in order that he might not again approach the reef, as
well a8 to give him so much annoyance on his retreat as to
sicken him of these expeditions for the future. For such a
service the schoonter was much the handiest of all the vessels of
the colonists, since she might be worked by a coaple of hands,
and her armament was quite safficient for all that was required
of her on the ccession. Brown was every way competent to
cormmand, as Betts well knew, and he received the females on
board the Neshamony and pui about, leaving the schooner to
turn to windward,

Bridget reached the reef before it was noon. All the pro-
ceedings of that day had commenced so early, that there had
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been time for this. The governor aaw the Neshamony as she
approached, and great uuessiness beset him. He knew she had
not been as far as the peak, and supposed that Waally's fleet
had intercepted her, Betis coming back for reinforcements.
But, as the boat drew near, the fluttering of female dresses was
seen, and then his unerring glass lot him get » distant view of
the eweet fsce of his young wife. From thst moment the
governor was incapable of giving a coherent or usefal order

until Bridget had arrived. Vessels that came in from the south

ward were obliged to pass through the narrow entrance between
the reef and the hog-lot, where was the drawbtidge so often
mentioned. Thore was water enongh to float a frigate, and it
was possible to take a frigate through, the width being sbout
fifty faet, thongh as yet nothing larger than the Friend Abraham
‘White had made the trial. At this point, then, Woolston took
his station, waiting the arrival of the Neshamony with ao im-
pstience he was & little ashamed of exhibiting. '

Betts saw the governor in good time, and pointed him out
to Bridget, who could hardly be kept on board the bost, so
slow did the progress of the craft now seem. Bai the tender
love which .this young couple bore each other waus soon to be
rewarded ; for Mark sprang ou board the Neshamony as she
went through the narrow pass, and immediately he had Bridged
folded to his heart.

oraigners are apt to say that wo children of this western
world do not submit to the tender emotions with the same selfs
sbandonment as those who are born nearer to the rising sun;
that our hearts are as cold *snd selfish as onr manners; and
that we live more for the lower and grovelling passions, theu
for sentiment and the affections. Most sincerely do we wish
that every charge which European jealousy and Eurcpean
supercilionsness have brought against the American character,
was #a false as this, That the people of this country are
mora restrained in the -exhibition of ali their emotions thaa
thnee across the grest waters, we believe ; but that the last feel
the most, wa shall ba very unwilling to allow.{ Mout of all shall
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we deny that the female form contains hearts more true to all
its affections, apirits more devoted to the intercata of its earthly
kead, or an identity of existence more perfeet than those with
which the American wife clings to her husband. She ia literally
““hone of his hone, and flesh of his flesh.” It ia seldom that
her wishes croes the limits of *he domestic circle, which to her
is earth itself, and all that # contsins which is most dezirable.
Her husband and children compore her little world, and beyond
them and their sympathies, it is rare indeed that her truant
affections ever wish fo struy. A part of this concentration of
the American wife's existence in these domestic interests, is
doabtiess owing to the simplicity of American lifo and the ab-
sence of temptation, B5till, so devoted is the femalo heart, so
true to its impulses, and o little apt to wander from home-feel-
ings and home-duties, that the imputation to which there is
allusion, is just that, of all others, to which the wives of the
republic ought not to be anbject,

It waa even-tide before the governor was again seen smong
his people. By this time the immigrants had taken thefr first
survey of the reef sud the nesrest islands, which, the least san-
guine of their numbers admitted, quite equalled the statements
they bad originally heard of the advantages of the place, It
was, perhaps, fortnnate that the fruits of the tropics were so
abundant with Socrates and his companions. By this time,
oranges abounded, more than a thousand trees having, from
time to time, been planted in and arouad the crater alone.
Groves of them were also appearing ip favorable spots on the
adjacent islands. It is true, these treea were yet too young to
produce very bountifully ; but they had begun to bear, and it
was thought a very delightful thing, among the fresh arrivals
from Pennsylvania, to be able to walk ir an orange grove, and
to plnck the fruit at pleasure |

An for figs, melons, limes, shaddocks, and even cocon-nuts,
all were now to be had, and in qusantities quite sufficient for the
population. In time, the colonists craved the apples of their own
latitude, snd the pesch—those two fruits, so abundant and se
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delicious in their ancient homes; but the novelly was still on
them, and it required time to learn the fact that we tira less of
the apple, and the peach, and the potato, than of any other of
the rarcst gifts of nature. That which the potato has become
among vegatables, is the apple among froits ; and when we rise
into the more luscions and temporary of the bountiful products
of horticulture, the peach (in its perfection) occupies & place
altogether apart, having no rival in its exquisite flavor, whils it
never produces satiety. The peach and the grape are the two
most precious of the gifts of Providence, in the way of fruita.

That night most of the immigrants slept in the ship ; neacly
all of them, however, for the last time. About ten in the fore-
noon, Brown came running down to the reef, through the east-
ern pasaage, to report Waslly well off, having quitted the group
to windward, and made the best of his way toward his own iel-
ands, without turning aside to make a starting-point of Ranco-
cus. It was & good dea! questioned whether the chief would
find his proper domicions, sfter a ran of four hundred miles;
for a very trifling deviation from the true conrse at starting,
would be very apt to bring him out wide of his goal. This was
& matter, however, that gave the colonists very little concern,
The greater the embarrassments encountered by their enemies,
the less likely would they be to repeat the visit; and should a
few perish, it might be all the better for themsclves, The gov-
ernor greatly approved of Brown’s course in not following the
canoes, since the repuiso was sufficient as it was, and there was
very little probabiiity that the colony would meet with any
further difficulty from this quarter, now that it had got to be
80 strong.

That day and the next, the immigrants were busy in landing
their effscts, which consisted of furniture, tools, aud stores, of
one sort and another. As the governor intended io send, at
once, forty select families over to the peak, the Abraham was
brought slongside of the quay, and the property of those
particular fatmnilies was, as it came ashore, sent on board
the schooner, Malea and females were all employed in this
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duty, the reef resembling a bee-hive just at that point, Biil
Brown, who still commacded the Abrabam, was, of course, pres-
ent; and he made ae oceasion to get in company with the gov-
ernor, with whom he held the following short dialogue :

A famous ship's company is this, sir, you've landed among
us, snd some on "em is what I calls of the right sort "

“I understand you, Bill,” answered Mark, smiling. - * You:
commission has been duly executed ; and Phabe is here, ready
to be spliced as soon as there shall be an opportunity.”

“That is easily enongh made, when people’s se inclined,” said
Bill, fidgeting. *“If you'd be eo good, sir, as just to point out
the young womarn to me, I might be beginning to like ber, in
the meanwhile,”

“Young? Nothing was said about that in the order, Bil
You wished s wife, invoiced and consigned to yourself; and one
has been shipped, secordingly. You must consider the state
of the market, and remember that the article is in demand pre-
cisely as it is youthful.”

“'Well, well, sir, Fll not throw her on your hands, if she's
old enough to be my mother; though I do rather suppose, Mr.
Woolston, you stood by an old shipmate in a foreiga land, and
that there is a companion suitabls for & fellow of only two-and-
thirty sent out §*

“Of that you ehall judge for yourself, Bil. Here she
comes, carrying a lookiog-glass, as if it were to look at her
own pretty face ; and if she prove {0 be only as good as she is
good-looking, you will have every reason to be satisfied. What
is more, Bill, your wife does not come empty-handed, having a
great many articles that wiil help to set youn up comfortably in
housekeeping.”

Brown was highly pleased with the governor’s choice, which
had been made with a due regard to the interests and tastes of
the sbsent shipmate. Pheebe appeared well satisfied with her
allotted husband, and that very day the couple were united in
the cabin of the Abraham, On the same occasion, the cere-
mony was performed for Unus and Juno, as well as for Peters
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and his Indian wife; the governor comsidering it proper that
regard to appearances and all decent observances should be
paid, as comported with their sitnation.

Abont sunset of the third day after the arrival of the Ranco-
cus, the Abraham sailed for the peak, having on board some-
what less than a hondred of the immipmants, including females
and children, The Neshamony preceded her several hours,
taking across the governor and his family, Mark longed to zee
his sister Anne, and his two brothers participated in this wish,
if possible, in a still more lively manner,

The meeting of these members of the same family was of
the most touching character. The young men found their
sister much better established than they had anticipated, and
in the enjoyment of very many more comforts than they had
supposed it was in the power of any one to possess in a colony
still so young. Heaton had erected a habitation for himself, in
s charming grove, where there were water, fruits, and other
couveniences near at band, and where his own family was
separated from the rest of the community. This distinction
had been conferred on him by common consent, in- virtue of
his near affinity to the governor,-whose substitute he then was,
and out of respect to his edncation and original rank ju life.

gamen are accustomed to defer to atation and anthority, and
are all the bappier for the same ; and the thought of any jeal-
ousy on aceount of this privilege, which as yet was confined to
Mark and Heaton, and their respective families, had bot yet
crossed the mind of sny one on the istand

About twelve, or at midnight, the Abraham entered the
¢ove, Late as was the hour, each immigrant assumed a Joad
snited to his or her strength, and ascended the stairs, favored
by the sweet light of s full moon. That night most of the
new-comers passed in the groves, under tents, or in an arbor
that had been prepared for them; and sweet was the repose
that attended happiness and security, in a climate so agreeable.

Next morning, wher the immigrants came out of their tem
porary dwellings, and locked npon the fair scens before them,
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they could scarccly believe in its rveality I It is trne, nothing
remarkable or unexpected met their eyes in the shape of arti-
ficial accessories; but the beantiful gifts of Providence, and
the natursal beanties of the spot, as much exceeded their antici-
pations as it did their power of imaginiug such glories! Tho
adnsixture of softness and magnificence made a whole that they
had never before beheld in any other portion of the globe ; and
there waa not one among them all that did not, for the mo-
ment, fee] and apeak 8s if he or she had been suddenly trans
formed to an earthly paradise,
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CHAPTER XXII.

& You have sald ther are men;
As such thelr hearts ars somethipg”
HByaos.

Tue colony had now reached a point when it became neses-
sary to proceed with method and caution. Certain great prin
ciplea were to be established, on which the governor had long
reflected, and he was fully prepared to set them up, and to de-
fend them, though he knew that ideas prevailed among a few
of his people which might dispose them to cavil at his notions,
if not absolutely to oppose him. Men are fond of chaage ; half
the time, for a reason no better than that it is change; and, not
unfrequently, they permit this wayward feeling to unsettle in-
teresta that are of the last importance to them, and which find
no small part of their virtoe in their permanency.

Hitherto, with such slight excepiions as existed in deference
to the station, not to say right of the governor, every thing of
an agiicultural character had been possessed in common among
the colonists. But this was a state of things which the good
sense of Mark told him could noi, and ought not to last. The
* theories which have come into fashion in our own times, con-

cerning the virtues of association, were then little known and
less credited. Society, as it exists in a legal form, ia associa-
tion enough for all wseful purposes, and sometimes too much;
and the governorsaw no use in forminrg a wheel within a wheel
If men have occasion for each other's assistance to effect a par-
ticular object, let them unite, in welcome, for that purpose; but
Mark was fully determined that there should be but one govern-
"ment in his Jand, and that this government should be of a
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character to encourage, and not o depress exertion. @ long
as a man toiled for himself and those nearest and dearest to him,
eociety had a security for his doing much that would be want-
ing where the proceeds of the eutire community were te be
shared in'common ; and on the knowledge of this simple and
obvious truth did our young legislator found his theory of
government.  Protect all in their rights gqually, but, that done,
let every man pursue his road to happiness in his own way;
conceding no more of his natural rights than were necessary to
the great ends of peace, security, and law. Such was Mark’s
theory. As for the modern crotchet that men yielded no natu-
ral right to government, but were to receive all and returan
nothing, the governor, in plain language, was not fool enough
to believe it. He was perfectly awara that when a man gives
aathority to society {0 compel him to attend court as a witness,
for instance, he yields just so much of his naturaf rights to so-
ciely as might be necessary to empower him to stay away if
he saw fit; and se on, through the whole of.the very long cat-
alogue of the elaims which the most indulgent communities
make upon the services of their citizens,} Mark understood the
great desideratum to be, not the setting up of theories to which
every attendant fact gives the lie, but the ascertaining, as near as
human infirmity will allow, the precise point at which conces-
sion to government ought to terminate, and that of uncovtrolled
individual freedom commence. He was not visionary encugh
to suppose that he was to be the first to make this great discov-
ery ; but he was conscions of entering on the task with the purest
intentions. @311' gavernor bad no relish for powél_'_foy power's

sake, but only wielded it for the general good,: By nature, he |

was more disposed to seek happiness in a very amall circle, and
would have been just as well satisfied to let another govern as
to rule himself, had there been another suited to such a station.
But there was not, His own early habits of command, the pe-
culiar circumstances which had first put him in possession of
the erritory, as if it were a special gift of Providence to him-
eelf, his past agency in bringiag abont the actual state of things,
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and hia property, which amounted to more than that of all the
test of the colony put together, contributed to give him a title
and anthority to rule, which wonld have set the. claims of any
rival at defiance, had euch s person existed. But there was
no rival; not a being present desiring to. see another in hia

plsT? -
' e first step of the governor was to appoint his brother,
Abrahsm Woolston, the secretary of the colony. In that age
America had very different notions of office and of its dignity,
of the respect due to authority, and of the men who wielded
it, from what prevail at the present time. | The colonists, com-
ing as they did from America, brought with them the motions
of the times, and treated their superiora accordingly, In the
last century a governor was * the governor,” and not * our gov-
ernor,” and & secretary ke secretary,” and not *‘our secre-
tary,” men now taking more liberties with what they fancy
their own, than was their wont with what they believed had
been eet over tham for their good Mr. Secretary Woolston
soon became a personage, accordingly, as did all the other con-
siderable functionaries appointed by the governor,

The very first act of Abraham Woolston, on belng sworn into
office, was to make & registry of the entire population. We
shail give 2 synopsia of it, in order that the reader may under-
stand the character of the materials with which the governor
bad room to work, viz.:

MALER .ovvvanannirannn T TFRMALES oo vvrrnnnae 195
wna 118 AdRIts ...,
wes B4 | Children.
10t | Marrled .
Widowers . 11 Widows .

Fhyslelah ...oicnvivinvinsannes

Here, then, was a commuuity composed siready of throe
bundred and five souls, The governor's poliey was not to in
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creass this number by further immigration, unless in special
cases, and then only after due deliberation and ingoiry, Great
caro had been taken with the characters of the present settlers,
end careless infueions of new membars might undo s great desl
of good that had already been done. This nfhtter was early
laid before the new council, and the opinions of the governor
met with & unanimouns concurrence.

@ the sabject of the council, it may be well to say a word.
It was increased to nine, and a new eloction was made, the in-
cumbenta holdiog their offices for Jife. This last provision was
made to prevent the worst part, and the most corrupting in-
fluence of politics, via, tho elections, from getting toe much
sway over the public-mi@ The new council was composed as
follows, viz. :

Momers, Heaton,
Pennock,

} tho govarnor's brothers,

These pames belonged to the most intelligent men of the '

colony, Betts, perhaps, excopted ; but bis ¢laims were too ob-
vions to be slighted, Bette had good sense, moreover, and a
great deal of modesty. All the rest of the council had more
or less claime to be gentlemen, but Bob never pretended to that
character. He knew his own qualifications, and did not render
himself ridicalous by aspiting to be more than he really was;
still, his practical knowledge made him' a very nseful member
of the conncil, where his opinions were always heard with at-
tention and respect. Charlton and Wilmot were merchants,
and intended to embark regularly in trade; while Warrington,
who posseassd more fortuns than auy of the other colonists, un-
less it might be the governor, called himself a farmer, though
he had a respectable amount of general acience, and was well

read in most of the liberal stadies.
650 :
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Warrington wus made judge, with a small salary, all of whicn
he gave to tke clergyman, the Rev. Mr. White. 'This was done
because he had »o need of the money hitmself, and there was
no other provision for the parson than free contributions, Jehn
Woolston, wh® bad read Jaw, was named attorney-general, or
colony’s attorney, as the office was more modestly styled; to
which duties he added those of surveyor-general. Charles re-
ceived his salary, which was two hundred and fifty dollars, being
in need of it. The question of salary, as respects the govern-
or, was also settled. Mark had no occasion for the money,
owning all the vessels, with most of the cargo of the Rancocus,
as well as having brought out with Rim no less a sum than five
thousand dellars, principally in change—halves, quarters, shil-
lings, and sixpences. Then a guestion might well arise, wheth-
er he did mot own most of the stock; a large part of it was
his beyond ali dispute, though some doubts might exist as to the
remainder, On this subject the governor came to a most wise
decision. |He was fully aware that nothing was more demoraliz-
ing to 8 pedple than to suffer them to get Joose notiona on the
subject of property, Property of sll kinds, he early deter
mined, should be most rigidly respected, and a decision that he

“made shortly after his return from America, while acting in his
capacity of chief magistrate, and before the new counrt went
into regular operation, was of a charscter to show how he re-
garded this matter.] The case was ag follows

Two of the colonists, Warner and Harris, had bad blood be-
tween them, Warner had placed his family in an arbor within
a grove, and to “aggravate” him, Harris came and walked be-
fore his door, stratting up and down like a tarkey-cock, and in
a way to show that it was intended to snnoy Warner. The
last brought his complaint before the governor. COn the part
of Harris, it was contended that no fnjury had been done the
property of Harris, and that, cousequently, no damages conld
be claimed, The guestion of title was conceded, &2 necessilate
rerum. Governor Woolston decided that a man’s rights in his
property were not to be limited by positive injuries to ite mar-
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ket value. Allhough no grass or vegetables had been destroyed
by Harris in his watks, he had molested Warner in such an en-
joyment of his dwelling as, in intendment of law, every citizen
was entitled to in his possessions. The trespass was an aggra-
vated one, and damages were given accordingly., In deliver-
ing his judgment, the governor took occasion to atate, that in
the administration of the law, the rights of every man would
ba protected in the fullest extent, not only as connected with
pecuniary considerations, but as connected with all those moral
uses and feelings which contribute to homan happiness. This
decision met with applause, and was undoubtedly right in itself.
It was approved, because ‘the well-intentioned colonists had not
learned to confound liberty with licentiousness, but undemtood
the former to be the protection of the citizen in the enjoyment,
of all his innocent tastes, enjoyments, and personal rights, after
making such concessions to government as are necessary to its
maictenance. Thrice happy would it be for all lands, whether
they are termed despotisms or democracies, could they
thoroughly feel the justice of this definition, and carry out its
intention im practice,

The council waa convened the day succeeding its electiom.
After s few preliminary mattera were disposed of, the great
question was laid before it, of a division of property and the
grant of real estate. Warrington and Charles Woolston laid
down the theory, that the fee of all the land was, by gift of
Providence, in the governor, and that his patent, or sign-
manual, was necessary for passing the title Into other hands.
This theory had an affinity to that of the common law, which
made the prince the suzersin, and rendered him the heir of all
escheated dstates, Dot Mark’s humility, not to say his justice,
met this doctrine on the threshold. He admitied the sover-
eignty and its right, but placed it in the body of the colony,
instead of in himself, As the party most interested took this
view of the case, they who Were disposed to regard his rights
ss more sweeping, wers fazin to submit. The land was there-
fore declared to be the property of the state, Ample grants,



8548 TYHE ORATER;

however, were made both to the governor and Botts, an origi-
nal possessors, or discoverers, and it was held in law that their
claims were thus compromised. The grants to Govetrnor Wool-
ston included quite a thonsand acres on the peak, which was
compated to contain near thirty thonsand, sud an island of
ubout the same extent in the group, which was beantifully
situated near ita centre, and lesa than z leagne from the crater.
Batts had one hundred acres granted t+ him, near the crater
also. He refused any other grant, as a right growing out of
original possession. Nor was his reasoning bad on the occasion.
When he was driven off, in the Neshamony, the resf, Loam
Island, Guano Island, aud twenty or thirty rocks, composad all
tho dry land. He had never seen the peak until Mark was in
possession of it, and bad no particnlar claim there, When the
council came Lo make its general grants, he was willing to come
in for his proper share with the rest of the pcople, and he
wanted no more, Heston had a special grant of two hundred
acres made to him on the peak, and another in the group of
equal extent, as & reward for his early and importsnt services,
Patents were made out, at once, of these several grants, under
the great seal of the colony; for the governor had provided
parchment, and wax, and & common seal, in anticipstion of
their being all wanted.

The rest of the grants of land wers made on s general
principle, giving fifty acres on the pesk, asd one hundred in
- the group, to each male citizen of the sge of twenty-cme
years; those who had not yet attained their majority being
compelled to wait. A survey was made, and the different lota
were numbered, and registered by those numbers, Then
a lottery was made, each man’s name being put in one box
and the necessary numbers in another. The number drawe
againet any particolar name was the lot of tlis person in ques
tion. A registration of the drawing was taken, and printed
patents were made ount, signed, sealed, and issued to the respee.
tive parties. 'We say printed, a press and types having been
bronght over in the Rancocus, ag well ss 2 printer, In this



-

OR, VULOAN'S PEAK. _ ast

way, then, every male of full sge was put in possession of one
bundred and fifty acres of land, in fee.

As the lottery did not regard the wishes of parties, many
private bargains were made, previously to the issuing of the
patente, in order that friends and connections might be placed
near fo each other, Some sold their rights, exchanging with a
difference, while others sold altogether on the pesk, or in the
group, willing to confine their possessions to one or the other
of thege places. In this maomer Mr. Warrington, or Judge
‘Warrington, as he was now called, bought three fifty-acre lots
adjoining his own share on the peak, and sold kis hundred-acre
lot in the group, The price established by these original ssles
would seem fo give a value of ten dollars an acre to land on
the peak, and of three doflars an acre to land in the group.
Some lots, however, had a higher value than others, sll these
thiogs being left to be determined by the estimate whick the
eolonists placed on their reepective valuations. As every thing
was conducted on & general and understood principle, and the
drawing was made fairly and in public, there was no discon-
tent; though some of the lots were certainly a good deal pref-
crable to othars, The greatest difference in value existed in
the lots in the group, where soil and water were often wanted ;
though, on the whols, mach more of both was found than had
been at first expected. There were vast deposits of mud, and
others of sand, and Heaton early sugpested the expedioncy of
mixing the two together, by way of producing fertility, An
experiment of this nature had been tried, under his orders,
during the absence of the governor, and the result was of the
most satisfactory natu.ro, the sere thus manured producing
abundantly,

An it was the sand that was to be conveyed to tho mud, the
toil was much less than might have been imagined. This sand
usually Isy near the water, and the numberless channels ad-
mitted of its being transported in boats along a vast resch of
shore, [Each lot having a water frout, every man might
manure o few acres by this process, withoat any great ox-
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pense ; and no sooner were tho rights determined, and the
decisions of the parties made as to their final settlements, than
many went to work to render the eracked end basked muod left
by the retiring ocesn fertile and profitable. Lighters were con-
structed for the purpose, snd the colonists formed themselves
into gangs, laboring in common, and trensporting so many
loads of sand to each leves, as the banks were called, though
not raised a8 on the Mississippi, and distributing it bountifally
over the surface. 'The spade was employed to mix the two
earths together.

Most of the allotments of land, in the group, were in the
immediate neighborhood of the reef. As there were quite a
handred of them, more than ten thousand acres of the islands
were thus taken up, at the start, By a rongh calculation, how-
ever, the group extended east and west sixty-three miles, and
north and south about fifty-—the reef being a very hittie west
and a very little south of its centre, Of this surface it was
thought something like three-fourths was dry land, or naked
rock,  This would give rather more than a millich and a haif
of acres of land ; but, of this great extent of territory, not more
than two-thirds could be rendered available for the purposes of
busbandry, for want of soil, or the elements of soil There
were places where the deposits of mud seemed to be of vast
depth, while in others it did not exceed a few inches The
sarme was.froe of the sands, though the last was rarely of as
great depth g the mud, or alluvirm.

A monthk was consumed in msking the allotments, and in
putting the different proprietors in possession of their respective
estates, Then, indeed, were the resuits of the property system
made appareat. No sooner was an individaal put in possession
of his deed, and told that the lot it represented was absolutely
bis own, to do what he pleased with it, than he went to work
with energy, and filled with hopes to turn his new domains to
account. It is true that education and intelligence, if théy wilt
only acquit themselves of their tasks with disinterested probity,
mav enlighten and instruct the ignorant how to turn their
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means to account ;Eut all experience proves that each individo.
al neually takes the best care of his own interests, and that the
system in wisest which grants to him the amplest opportunity
80 to d0.

To work all went, the men forming themselves into gangs,
and aidieg each other. The want of horses and neat cattle was
much felt, more especially as Heaton’s experience set every one
at the sand, as the first step in a profitable husbandry : wheel-
barrows, however, were made use of instead of carts, and it was
found that a dozen pairs of hands conld do a good deal with
that utensil, in the course of a day. All soris of contrivances
were resorted o in order to tramsport the sand, hut the gov-
ernor established & regular system, by which the lighter shonld
deliver one load at each farm, in succession. DBy the end of a
month it was found that's good deal had been done, the dis-
tances being short, and the other facilities constantly increasing
by the accession of new boats, -

All sorts of habitations were invented. The scarcity of wood
in the group was a serions evil, and it was found indispensable
to import that material. Part of Rancocns Island was well
wooded, there growing, among other trees, a quantity of noble
yellow pines. Bigelow was sent across in the Abraham to eet
up & mill, and to cut lamber. There being plenty of water-
power, the mill was soon got at work, and & lot of excellent
plank, boards, ete., were shipped in the schooner for the crater.
Shingle-makers were also employed, the cedar abounding, as
well as the pine. The transportation to the coast was the point
of difficuity on Rancocus Island as well as elsewhere; none of
the catile being yet old enough to be used. Bocrates had three
pairs of yearling steers, and ous of two years old, breaking, bat
it was too soon fo set either at work, With the last, a little
very light Iabor was done, but it was more fo train the animails
than with any other object,

On Rancocus Island, however, Blge!ow made 8 very inge-
nious canal, that was of vast service in floating logs to the mill.
The dam made a long, narrow pond, that penetrated two or three
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miles up a gorge In the mountaina, and into this dam the logm -
wore tolled down the deeclivities - When cut into lumbor, it
waa found that tho stream below the mill would carry small
rafts dowun to the sea,

While all these projects were in the course of operation, the
governor ¢id not forget the high interests ¢onnected with his
foreign relations. 'Waally was to be looked to, and Qoroony’s
son to be righted. The council was unanimoualy of opinion
that sound policy réegnired such an exhibition of force on the
part of the colony, a8 should make a lasting impression on their
turbulént neighbora, An expedition was sceordingly fitted out,
in which the Mermaid, the Abrsham, and & new pilot-boat-
baiit schooner, of fifty tons burden, were employed. This new
schooner was nesrly ready for launchirg when the Rancocus re-
turned, and was put into the water for the occasion. She had
been laid down in the cove, where Bigelow kad found room for
s sufficient yard, and where timber waa nearer at hand than on
the reef, Ae Rancocus Island supplied the most accessible and
the best lumber, the council had determined to make a perma:
zent establishment on it, for the double purpeses of cecupation
and building vessels. As the resources of .that isiand were de-
veloped, it was found important on other accomnts, also. Ex-
cellent clay for bricks was found, as waa limestone in endless
quantities. For the purposes of sgriculture the place was
nearly useless, there not being one thoussud acres of good ara-
ble.land in the whele island ; bat the mountains were perfect
mines of treasure in the way of neceasary supplies of the ‘sorta
mentioned. :

A brick-yard was immediately cleared and formed, and a
lime-kila constructed, Among the colonists, it was easy' to
find men accustomed to work in all these familiar branches,

he American can usnally turn his hand to & dozen different
pursuits ; and though he may not absolutely reach perfection
in either, he ia commonly found useful snd reasonably expert
tu all, f Before the governor satled on his expedition against
Waslly, a brick-kiln and a Hme-kiln were nearly built, and a
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vast quantity of lumber had been carried over to the reef. As
sandal-wood had been collecting for the twelve months of her
lsta sbsence, the Rancocus had also been filed ap, and had
taken in & new cargo for Canton. It was not the intention of
the governor to command his ship this voyage; but he gave
her to Saunders, who was every way competent to the trast
Wher ali was ready, the Raneocus, the Mermaid, the Abraliam,
aund the Anne, ss the new pilot-boat schooner was called, sailed
for Betto's group ; it being a part of the governor's plan to use
the ship, in passing, with a view to intimidate his enemies. In
consequence of the revolation that had put Waally up again,
every otte of the Kannakas who had gone ont in the Rancocns
on her last voyage, refused to go home, knowing that they
would at once be impressed into Waally’s service; and they
all now cheerfully shipped anew, for a second voyage to foreign
lsnds, By this time, these men were very useful; and the
governor had a project for bringing up a number of the lads of
the islands, and of making use of them in the public service.
This scheme was connected with his contemplated success, and
formed no small part of the policy of the day.

The sppearance of eo formidable a force as was now brought
against Waally, reduced that turbulent chief to terms withount
a battle. About twenty of his canoes had got separated from
the rest of the fleet in a squall, while returning from the unsuc-
cesaful attempt on the reef, and they were never heard of more ;
or if heard of, it was in uncertain ramors, which gave an ac-
count of the arrival of three or four canoes at some islands a
loag way to leeward, with a handfui of half-starved warriors on
board. It is supposed that ali the rest perished at sea. This
disaster had rendered Waally unpopular among the friends of
those who wero loat; and that nnpopularity was heightened by
the want of success in the expedition itself. { Success is all in
all with the common mind ; and we daiiy see the vulgar shout-
ing at the heels of those whom they are ready to crucify at the
first turn of fortane. In this good land of ours, popularity adda
to its more worthless proportics the substantial result of power ;

16
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and it is mot surprising that a0 many forget their God in the
endeavor to conrt the people. / In time, however, all of these
persons of mistaken ambition coms to exclaim, with Shaks-
peare’s Wolsey—
“IEad I but served my (God with half the zoal
1 served my kiog, be wonld not in mine age
1inve Jeft ma naked to mine enemlon”

Waally’s power, already tottering through the infinence of
evil fortune, crumbled entirely before the force Governor Wool-
ston now bromght against it. Althongh the lstter had but
forty whites with him, they came in ships, and provided with
cannon; and not a chief dresmed of standing by the offender,
in this his honr of need. Waally had the tact to comprehend
his situation, and the wisdom to submit to his fortone. He
sent a messenger to the governor with a palm-branch, offering
to restore young Qoroony to all his father'a suthority, and to
confine himself to his strictly inherited dominions, Such, in
fact, was the basis of the tresty that was now made, though
hostages were taken for its fulfilment., To esach. condition
Waally consented ; and every thing was setiled to the entire
satisfaction of the whites, and to the honor and eredit of young
Qoroony. The result was, in snbstance, as we shall now
record. :

In the first place, ono hundred lads were selected and hand-
ed over to the governor, as s0 'many apprentices to the sea.
These young Kannakas were so many hostages for the good
behavior of their parenta; while the parents, always within
reach of the power of the colonists, wore so mamy hostages for
the good behavior of the Kannakas.. Tounching the last, how-
ever, the governor had very few misgivings, since he believed
it very possible so to treat, and so to train them, as to make
them fast friends. In placing them on board the different ves-
sels, therefore, rigid instructions were given to their officers to
be kind to these youngsters; and each and all were to be
tanght to read, and instructed in the Christian religion. The
Rev. Mr, Hornblower took great interest in this last arrange.
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ment, as did balf the females of the colony. Justice and kind
trestment, in fact, produced their usnal resnlta in tha cases of
these hundred youths, every one of whom got to be, in the
end, far more attached to the recf and its customs, than to their
own islands and their original habits. The ses, no doubt, con-
tributed its share to this process of civilization; for it is ever
found that the man who geta s thorongh taste for that element,
is loth to quit it again for terra firma.

One hondred able-bodied men were added fo the recruits
that the governor obtained in Betto’s group. They were taken
aa hired laborers, and not as hostsges, Beads and ofd iren
were to be their pay, with fish-hooks, and sach other trifles as
had a value in their eyes; and their engagement was limited to
two months, ere was a disposition among a few of the
colonists to make slaves of these men, and to work their lands
by means of a physical force obtained in Bettw’s group; but
to this scheme the conncil would not lend itself for a moment, -
The governor well knew that the usefulness, virtue, and moral
condition of his people depended on their being employed,
and he had no wish to undermine the permanent prosperity of
the colony, by resorting to an expedient that might do well
encugh for & short time, but which would ceriainly bring its
own punishment in the &

8till, an sccession of physical force, properly directed, would
be of great nse in this early age of the colony. The laborers
were aocordingly engaged ; but this was done by the govern-
ment, which not only took the control of the men, but which
also engaged to see them paid the promised remuneration, An-
other good was also anticipated from this arrangement, The two
groups must exist as friends or as enemies. So long as young
Qoroony reigned, it was thought there would be little difficulty
in rosintaining amicable relations; and it was hoped that the
intercourse created by this arrangement, aided by the trade in
sandal-wood, might have the effect to bind the natives to the
whites by the tie of interest.

The vessels Jay at Betto’s group a fortnight, completing all



364 THE CRATER:

the arrangements made ; though the Rancocus sailed on hey
voyage as soon a8 the terms of the treaty were agreed onm,
and the Anne was sent back to the reef with the newa that the
war had terminsted. As for Waally, he was obliged to place
his favorite son in the hands of young QOorcony, who held the
youthful chiof as a hoatage for his father’s good behavior.
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CHAPTER XXIIL

*Thoua shalt seek the beack of sand
Where the water bonnds the ¢1fln land;
Thoo shalt watch the cory brina
Tiii the sturgeon leaps in tha bright moonshine,
Then dart the glistening avel below,
And eateh a deop from his sllver bow ;
The water-aprites will wield their wrmas,
And dazh around, with roar and rave,
And valn are the wondlacd spirit's charms,
They are the impa thet rale the wave,
Tet trost thee in thy single might;
If thy honrt be pure, and thy spirit vight,
Theu shalt win the warlike Bght™
Drazz,

A rweLvEsonrH passed, after the return of the expedition
against Betto’s group, without the ocenrrence of any one very
marked event. Within that time, Bridget made Mark the
father of s fine boy, and Anne bore her fourth child to Heaton.
‘The propagation of the human species, indeed, flourished mar-
vellously, no less than seveniy-eight children having been born
in the course of that single year. There were a few deaths—
only one among the adnlts, the result of an accident—the health
of the colony having been excellent. Au enumeration, made
near the close of the year, showed a total of three hundred and
seventy-nine sonls, including those absent in the Rancocns, and
excluding the Kannakas,

Ans for these Kanuakas, the resulis of their employment quite
cqnalled the governor’s expectatioms, They would not laber
like civilized men, it is true, nor was it essy to make them use
toole; but at lifts, and drags, and heavy work, they conld be,
and were, made to do a vast deal. The first great object of the
governor had been to get his people all comfortably housed, be-
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neath good roofs, and out of the way of the rains. Fortunately
there were no decayed vegetablo substances in the group, to pro-
duce fevers; and a0 long ns the person could be kept dry, there
was little dangoer to the health.

Four sorts or classes of honses were erected, each man be-
ing left tochoose for himself, with the understanding that he was
to receive a certain amonnt in value from the commonweslth, by
contribution in labor or in materials, Al beyond that amount
was to be paid for, Ia equslize advantages, & tariff was estab-
lished, as to the value of Iabor and materials, These materials
consisted of lumber, including shingles, stone, lime, sud bricks—
bricks burnod, as well as thoss which were pnburned, or
adobe. Nails were also delivered from the public store, free of

ch:}r@ .

course, no one, at first, thought of building very largely.
Small kitchens were all that were got up, at the commencement,
and they varied in size, according to the means of their owners,
as much as they differed in materials. Some bailt of wood ;
some of stones; soms of regular bricks; and some of adobe.
AR did very weoll, but the stone was found to be much the pref-
erable material, especislly where the plastering within was
furred off from the walls, These stones came from Rancocus
Island, where they were found in inexhauatible quantities, par-
taking of the character of tufa. The largest of them were land-
ed at the reef, the losding snd unloading being principally done
by the Eannakas, while the smallest were delivered at different
points along the charael, according to the wishes of the owners
of the land, More than a hundred dwellings were evected in
the course of the few months immediately succeeding the arri-
val of the immigrants. About half were on tho pesk, and the re-
mainder werein the group. It is true, no one of all thess dwell-
ings was large; but each was comfortable, and fully answered
the purpose of protection against the rain. A roof of cedar
shingles was tight, as a matter of course, and, what was more,
it waa lasting., Some of the buildings were sided with these
shingles, though clap-boards were commonly used for that pur-
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pose. The adobe answered very well when securely roofed,
thongh it was thoughi the unburut brick absorbed more mois-
ture than the brick which had beer burned.

The largest of ‘all the private dwellings thus erected was
thirty feet square, and the smallest was fifteen, The last had
ita cooking apariment under a shed, howsver, detached from
tho honse. Most of the ovens were thus placed ; and m many
inetances the chimneys stood entirely withont the buildings,
even when they were attached to them. There was but one
houee of two stories, and that was John Pennock’s, who had
suflicient means to construct such s building. As for the gov-
ernor, he did not commeépce building st all until nearly every
one else was through, when he laid the cormer-stones of two
habitations; one on the peak, which was his private property,
standing on his estate, and the other on the reef, which was
strictly intended to be a government, or Colony House. The
first was of brick, and the last of stone, and of great solidity,
being intended as a sort of fortress. The private dwelling was
only a story and a half high, but large on the ground for that
region, measuring sixty feet square. The government building
- was much larger, measuring two hundred feet in length by
gixty feet in depth. This epacious edifice, however, was not
altogether intended for a dwelling for the governor, but wae so
arranged as to contain great quantities of public property in ite
basement, and to accommodate the courts and sll the puble
offices on the first floor. It had sn upper story, but that was
left uwafinished and untenanted for years, though fitted with
arrangements for defence. Fortunately, cellars were little
wented in that elimste, for it was not easy to have one in the
group. It is true, that Pennock caused one to be blown out
with gnunpowder, under his dwelling, though every one proph-
csied that it would soon be full of water. It proved to be
dry, notwithstanding; asnd & very good cellar it was, being
oxceedingly useful against the heats, though of cold there waa

none to guard against.
The Colony House stood directly opposite to the drnwbndge,
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being placed there for the purposes of defence, as well as to
have access to the spring. A want of water was rather an evil
on the reef; not that the sands did not furnish an ample supply,
aud that of the most delicious quality, but it had to be carried
to inconvenient distances, In general, water was found in euffi-
cient quantities and in suitsble places among the group; bat
at the reef, there waa certainly this difficulty to contend with.
As the governor caused his brother, the smrveyorgeueral, to
lay out a town on the reef, it was early deemed necessary to
make some provision against this evil. A suitable place was
sclected, and a cistern was blown out of the rock, into which
all the water that fell on the reof of Colony House wes led.
This reservoir, when full, contained many thousand gallons;
and wher once full, it was found that the rains were sufficient to
prevert its being very easily emptied,

But the greatest improvement that was made on the reef,
after all, was in the way of soil. As for the crater, that, by
this time, was a mass of verdure, among which a thousand trees
were not only growing, but flourishing. 'This was true of its
plain, as of its mounds; and of its mounds, as of its plain. DBut
the crater was composed of materials very different from the °
base of the reef. The former was of tufa, 50 far as it was rock
at sll; whiie the latter was, in the main, pure lava. Never-
theless, something like a soil began to form even on the reef,
purely by the accessions caused through its use by wan. Great
attention was paid to collecting every thing that eould com-
tribute to the formation of earth, in piles; and these piles were
regularly removed to such cavities, or inequalities in the sur-
face of the rock, as wonld be most likely to retain their mate-
rials when spread. In this way many green patches had been
formed, and, in a good many instances, trees had been sct out
in spots where it was believed thoy could find sufficient nourish-
ment. But no sooner had the governor decided to-build on
the reef, and to make his capital there, than he set about em-
bellishing the place systematically. Whenever a euitable place
could be fonnd, in what was intended for Colony House
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grounds, a space of some ten acres in the rear of the buiiding,
ke put in the drill, and blew out rock. The fragments of atone
were used sbout the building ; and the place scon presented a
ragged, broken surface, of which one might well despair of
making any thing, By perseverance, however, and still mora
by skill and judgment, the whole area was lowered more than
& foot, aud in many places, whero nature assisted the work, it
wae lowered several feet, It was a disputed question, indeed,
whether etons for the building could not be obtained here, by
blasting, cheaper and easier than by transporting it from Ran-
cocus Ialand. Enough was procured in this way not only to
construct the building, but to enclose the grounds with a suffi-
cient wall. When all was got off that was wauted, boat-loads
of mud and sand were brought by Kannakas, and deposited in
the cavity, This was a grest work for such a eommunity,
though it proceeded faster than, at first, one wight have sup-
posed. The materials were very accessible, and the distances
short, which greatly facilitated the labor, thongh nnloading was
a task of some gravity, The walls of the house were got up in
about six months after the work was commenced, and the build-
ing was roofed ; but though the gardeners were set to work as
soon a3 the stones were out of the cavities, they had not filled
more than two scres at the end of the period mentioned.
Determined to make an end of this grest work at once, the
Abraham was sent over to young Ooroony to ask for assistance,
Glad enough was that chief to grani what was demarded of
him, and he came himself, at the head of five hundred men, to
aid his friend in finishing this task. Even this strong body of
laborers was busy two months longer, before the governor pro-
ncanced the great end accomplished. Then he dismissed his
neighbors with sack gifts and pay as sent away everybody coa-
tented. Many persons thought the experiment of bringing so
many savages to the reef somewhat hazardous; but no harm
ever came of it. On the contrary, the intercourse had a good
effect, by making the two peopla betier acquainted with each

other. The governor had a great faculty in the management
660
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of those wild beings. He not only kept them in good humo,
" but, what was far more difficalt, he made them work. They
were converted into a sort of Irish for his colony. It is true,
one civilized man could do mare than thres of the Kannakas, bat
the number of the last was so large that they sccomplished a
great desl during their stay.

Nor would the governor have ventured to let such dangerous
neighbore into the group, bad there not been still more impos-
ing mysteries connected with the peak, into which they were
pot initiated. KEven young Qoroony was kept in ignorance of
what was to be found on that dreaded island.. He saw vessels
goiog and coming, knew that the gavernor often went. there, saw
strange faces appearing occasionally on the reef, that were un-
derstood to belong to the unkmown land, and probably to a
people who were much more powerful than those who were in
direct communication with the natives.

The governor induced his Kanakas to work by interesting
them in the explosions of the blasts, merely to enjoy the pleas-
ure of eeeing a cart-load of rock torn from its bed. One of
these men would work at a drill all day, and then carry off the
fragments to be placed in the walls, after he liad had his
sport in this operation of blasting, They scemed never to tire
of the fun, and it was greatly questioned if half as much la-
bor conld have been got out of them at any other work as
at this.

A good deal of attention was paid to rendering the goil of the
colony garden fortile, as well as deep, In ita shallowest places
it exceeded a foot in depth, and in the deepest, spots where
natural fissures had aided the drill, it required four or five feet
of materials to form the level. These deep places were all
marked, and were reserved for the support of trees. Not only
was sand fréely mixed with the mud, or muck, but sca-weed in
large quantities was laid near the surface, and. finally covered
with the goil In this manner was & foundation made that
conld not fail to pustain a garden luxuriant in its products, aided
by the genial heat and plentiful rains of the. climate. Shrubs,
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flowers, grass, and croamental trees, however, were all the gov.
ernor aimed at in these public grounds; the plain of the crater
furnishing fruit and vegetables in abundance, as yet far exceed-
ing the wants of the whole colony. {The great danger, indeed,
that the governor most apprehended, was that the beneficent
products of the region would render hie people indolent; an
idle nation beccming, slmost infallibly, vicious as well as igno-
rant. - It was with a view to keep the colony on the advance,
and to maintain a spirit of improvement, that so much attention -
was 80 early bestowed on what might otherwise be regarded
as purely intellectusl pursnits, which, by creating new wants,
might induce their subjects to devise the means of supplying
them, )

e governor judged right; for tastes are commonly ac-
quired by imitation, and when thus acquired, they fake the
strongest hold of those who cultivate them. The effect pro-
duced by the colony garden, or public grounds, was such as
twenty-fold to return the cost snd labor bestowed on it.  The
sight of sach an improvement set both men and women to
work thronghout the group, and not a dwelling was erected in
the town, that the drill did not open the rock, and mud and
eand form a garden. Nor did the governor himself confine his
horticultural improvements to the gardens fentioned. Before
be sent away his legion of five hundred, several hundred blasts
were made in isolated spots on the reef; places where the
natural formaticn favored such a project; and holes were formed
that would receive a boat-load of soil each, In these places
trees were set out, principally cocoa-nuts, and such other plants
as were natural to the situation, due care being taken to see that
each had sufficient nourishment,

The result of all this industry was to produce a great change
in the stato of things at the reef. In addition to the buildings
erected, and to the gardens made and planted, within the town
itself, the whole surface of the island was more or less altered.
_Verdyre soon made ite appearance in piaces where, hitherto,
nothing but naked rock had been scen, and trees began to cast
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their shades over the young and delicions grasses.  As for the
town itsell, it was certainly no great matter, containing about
twenty dwellings, and otherwise being of very modest preten-
stons, Those who dwelt there were principally such mechanics
as found it convenient to be at the centre of the settlement,
some half a dozen persons employed about the warchousea of
the merchants, a few officiale of the government, and the fami-
lies of those who depended maiuly on the sea for their sup-
port.  Each and all of these heads of families had drawn their
lots, both in the group and on the peak, thongh some sold their
rights, the better to get 2 good start in their particular occupa-
tions. ‘The merchants, however, established themselves on the
recf, as a matter of necessity, each causing a warchouse to be
constracted near the water, with tackles and all the usual con-
veniences for taking ju and deliveriug poods. Each, also, had
his dwelling near at hand. As these persons had come well
provided for the Indian trade in particulsr, having largo
stocks of such cheap and coarse articles as took with the na-
tives, they were already driviag a profitable business, receiv-
ing considerable quantities of sandal-wood in exchange for their
gooda

It is worthy of being mentioned, that the govermor and
council early passéd a sort of navigation act, the effect of
which was to secure the earrying frade to the colomy. The
motive, however, was maore to keep the natives within safe
limits, than to monopolize the profits of the seas, By the pro-
visions of this law, no canoe could pass from Betto's group to
either of the islands of the colony, without express permission
from the governor, In order to carry on the trade, the parties
met on specified days at Qoroony's village, and there made
their exchanges ; vessels being sent from the reef to bring
away the sandal-wood. 'With a view to the final transportation
of the last to a market, Ssunders had been instructed to pur-
chasc a snitable vessel, which was to return with the Rancocus,
freizhted with such heavy and cheap implements as were most
wanted in the colony, including cows and mares in particalar,
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Physical force, in the shape of domestic animals, was greatly
wantedl ; and it was perhaps the most costly of all the supplics
introduced into the settlements, Of horned cattle there were
already abont five-and-twenty head in the colony—enough to
make sure of the breed—but they were either cows, steers too
young to be yet of much use, or cslves, Nothing was killed,
of course; but eo much time must pass before the incremss
would give the succor wanted, that the governor went to
unnenal expense and trouble to make sdditions to the herd from
abroad,

Ag for the horsee, but three had been brought over, two of
which were mares. The last had fosled twice ; and there were
four colts, all doing well, but wanting age to be useful. All
the stock of this character was kept on the peak, in order to
secure it from invaders; and the old snimals, even to the
cows, were lightly worked there, doing a vast deal that would
otherwise remain undone. It was so obviousiy advantageous to
increase the amount of this sort of force, that Bannders had
strict orders to purchase the vessel mentioned, and to bring
over as many beasts a3 he could conveniently and safely stow.
With this object in view, he was directed to eall in, on the
western side of Cape Horn, and to make his purchases in
South America, The horned ecattle might not be so good,
coming from such a quarter, but tho dangers of doubling the
cape would be avoided.

‘While making these gencral and desultory statements touch-
ing the progress of the colony, it may be well to say a word of
Rascocus Island, The establishments necessary there, to carry
on the mills, lime and brick kilns, and the stone-quarry, induced
the governor to erect a small work, in which the persons em-
ployed in that out-colony might take refuge in the event of an
invasion, This was done sccordingly; and two pieces of artil-
lery were regularly mounted on it. Nor was the duty of forti-
fying neglected elsewhere. As for the pesk, it was not deemed
necessary t0 do more than improve a little wpon nature; the
colony being now too numerous to suppose that it could not de-
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fend tho cove against any enemy likely to land there, should
the entrance of that secret haven be detected. On the reef,
however, it was a very different matter; that place was as acces-
sible as the other was sccure. The comstruction of so many
stout etone edifices coniributed largely to the defence of the
town; but the governor saw the necessity of providieg the
means of commanding the approaches by water. Fonr distinet
passages, each corresponding to a cardinal point of the compass,
led from the crater out to sea. As the south passage terminated
at the bridge, it was sufficiently commanded by the Colony
Houase. But sll the others were wider, more easy of approach,
sud less under the control of the adjacent islands, But the
Summit had points whence each might be raked by guns prop-
erly planted, and batieries were accordingly constrzcted om
these poidts; the twelve-pounder being used for their arma-
" ments, Each battery had two guns; and, when sll was com-
pleted, it was the opinion of the governor that the post was suf-
ficiently well fortified. In order, however, to give additional
security, the crater was tabooed to all the Kannakas; not one
of whom was permitted ever to enter it, or even to go nesr it,
But defence, and building, and making soil, did not altogeth-

er cgeupy the attention of the colonists during these important
twelve months. Both the brothers of the governor got mar-
ried ; the eldest, or the attorney-general, to the eldest sister of
Jobn Pennock, and the youngest to s sister of the Rev. Mr,
Horpblower. [t was in this simple colony as it ever has been,
and ever will be in civilized socicty, in forming matrimo-
nial connections, like looks for lika.izlif:am Wa8 no person or
- family at the reef which could be sai belong to the higheat
social class of America, if, indeed, any one could rank as high
a3 a class immediately next to the highest; yet distinctions
oxisted which were maintained usefully, and without s thought
of doing them away. The notion that money alone makes
those divisions into castes which -are everywhere to be found,
and which will probably continue to be found as long as society
itself exists, is a very vulgar and fallacious notion.v It comen
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from the diffieulty of sppreciating those tastes and qualities
which, not possessing ourselves, are so many unknown and mys-
terivus influences. In marrying Barsh Pennock, John Wool-
ston was slightly conscious of making a little sacrifice in these
particulars; but she was a very pretty, modest girl, of a
suitable age, and the circle to choose from, it will be remember-
ed, waa very limited, In America that connection might not
have taken place; but at the crater it was all well enough, and
it turned out to be a very happy union. Had the sacrifice of
Liabits and tsstes been greater, this might not have been the
fact, for it is certain that our happiness depends more on the
subordinate gualities and our cherished usages, than on princi-
ples themselves, It is difficult to suppose that amy refined
woman, for instance, can ever thoroughly overcome her disgnst
for a man who habitually blows his nose with his fingers, or
that one bred a gentleman can absolutély overlook, even in a
wife, the want of the thousand and one little lady-like habits,
which render the sex, perhaps, more attractive than de their
personsl charms, :

Several other marriages took place, the scarcity of sabjects
making it somewhat hazardaus to delay : when Hobson's choice
is placed before one, deliberation is of no great use. It was
generally understood that the Rancocus was to bring out very
few immigrants, though permission had been granted to Captain
Saunders to take letters o certain frienda of some already set-
tled in the colony, with the understanding that those friends

"were to be received, should they determine to come. That

point, however, was soon to be decided, for just & year and one
week after the Rancocus had sailed from Detto's group, the
pews reached the reef that the good ship was coming into the
northern roads, and preparing to anchor. The governor imme-
diately went on board the Anme, taking Botts with him, and
made sgil for the point in question, with a view to bring the
vessel through the passage to the reef. The governor and Betta
were the only two who, a8 it was believed, could carry so large
a vessel through; though later soundings showed it was conly
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necessary (o keep clear of the points and the shores, in order ta -
bring in a craft of any draught of water.

‘When the Anpe ran out into the roads, there she fonnd the
Rancocus st anchor, sure enough. On npearing her, Captain
Saunders appeared on her poop, and in anawer to a hail, gave
the welcome answer of *all well” These comprehensive
words removed 8 great deal of anxiety from the mind of the
governor ; absence being, in one sense, the parent of uncertainty,
and uacertainty of uncasiness, Every thing about the ship,
however, looked well, and to the sarprise of those in the Anne,
many heads belonging to others besides the crew were to be
seen sbove the rail, A sail was in sight, moreover, standing
in, and this vessel, Captain Sannders statad, was the brig Henlo-
pen, purchased on government account, and loaded with stock
and other property for the colony.

On poing on board the Rancocus it was ascertained that, in
all, one hundred and eleven new immigrants had been brought
out! The circle of the affections had been set at work, and
one friend had induced another to evter into the adventure,
until it was found that less than the number mentioned could
not be gotton rid of That which eould not be cured was to
be endured, and the governor'a dissatisfaction was & good deal
appeased when he learned that the new-comers were of excol-
lent materials ; being, without exception, youmg, healthful,
moral, and all possessed of more or less substance, in the way
of worldly goods. This accession to the colony brought its
population up to rather more than five hundred souls, of which
number, however, near a hondred and fifty were children, or
under the age of fourteen years,

Glad enough were the new-comers to land at a little settle-
meat which had been made on the island which lay abreast of
tho roads, and where, indeed, there was a very conveniem. har-
Lor, did vessels choose to nse it. The roads, however, had
excellent anchorage, and were perfectly protected against the
prevailing winds of that region. Only once, indeed, since the
place was inhabited, had the wind been known to blow on
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shore at that point; and then only during a brief squall. In
generel, the place was every way favorable for the arrival and
departure of shipping, the trades malking a leading breeze both
in going and coming—as, indeed, they did all the way to and
from the reef. A long-headed immigrant, of the name of Dunks,
had foreseen the probable future importance of this outer har-
bor, and had made such an arrangement with the council, as
{o obtain leave for himself and three or four of his connections
to exchange the land they had drawn, against an equal quantity
in this part of the group. The arrangement was made, and
this little, out-lying colony had now been established an entire
season, As the spot was a good deal exposed to an invasion,
& stone dwelling had been erected, that was capable of accom-
modating the whole party, and pickets were placed around it
in such a way as to prove an ample defence against any attempt
to carry the work by assault. The governor had lent them z
field-picce, and it was thought the whole disposition was favor-
able to the security of the colony, since no less than eleven
combatants could be mustered here to repel invasion,

The immigrants, aa ussal, found every thing charming, when
their feet touched terre firma. The crops did look well, and
the island being covered with mud, the sand had done wonders
for the vegetation. It is true that trees were wanting, though
the pickets, or palisades, being of willow, had all sprouted,
and promised soon to close the dwelling in & grove. Some
fifty scres had been tilled, more or less thoroughly, and timo-
thy was already growing that was breast-high, Clover looked
well, too, as did every thing else ; the guano having lost none
of its virtne since the late arrivals,

The governor sent back the Anme, with instructions to pre-
pare room for the immigrants in the government dwelling,
whieh, luckily, was large enough to receive them sll. He wait
ed with the Rancocus, however, for the Henlopen to come in
sad anchor. He then went ou board this brig, and fook a look
at the stock. Saznders, a discreet, aensible man, so well ander-
stood the importance of adding to the physical force of the
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colony, in the way of brutes, that he had even strained the point
to bring as many mares and cows as he could stow. He had
put on board twenty-five of the last, and twenty of the first:
all purchased at Valparaiso. The weather had been so mild
that no injury had happened to the beasts, but the length of the
paseage had so far exhausted the supplies, that not a mouthful
of food had the poor animals tasted for the twenty-four hours
before they got in, The water, too, was scarce, and any thing
bot sweet. For a month every thing had been on short allow-
aunce, aud the suffering creatures must have been enchanted to
smell the land. Smeli it they certainly did; for sach a lowing,
and neighing, and fretting did they keep.up, wheu the governor
got alongside of the brig, that he could not endure the sight of
their misery, but determined at oace to relieve it.

The brig was anchored within two hundred yards of a fine,
sandy beach, on which there were several runs of delicious
water, and which communicated directly with a readow of
grass, as high a9 8 man’s breast. A bargain was soon made with
Dunks; and the two crews, that of the Rancocus as well as that
of the brig, were set to work withont delay to hoist ont every
creature having a hoof that was on board the Herlopen. As
slings were all ready, little delay was nccessary, but a mare soon
rose through the hatchway, was swung over the vessol's side,
snd was lowered into the water. A very simple contrivance
released the creatnmre from the slings, and off it swam, making
the best of its way toward the land. In three minutes the poor
thing was on the beach, though sctually staggering from weak-
ness, and from long use to the motion of the vessel. The water
was its first sim. Dunks was there, however, fo prevent it from
drinking too much, when it made its way up to the graas, which
it began to eat ravenously. All the rest went throagh the same
process, aud in a couple of hours the poor things were relieved
from their misery, and the brig, which amelled iike a stable, was
well quit of them. DBrooms and water were set to work imme-
distely, but it was s mouth before the Henlopen lost the pecas
liar odor of cattle.
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Nor were the human beings much less rejoiced to go ashore
than the brutes. Dunks gave them ali a hearty welcome, and
though he had little fruit to offer, he had plenty of vegetables,
for which they were quite as thankful. Melons, however, he
could and did give them, and the humsan part of the cargo had
an ample feast on a sort of food to which they had now so long
been strangers. The herses and cows were left on Dunks’ island,
where they stayed untit word was sent to the governor that they
had eaten down all his grass, and would soon be on allowance
agatn, unless taken away. Means, however, were socn found
to relieve him of the stock, thongh his mesdows, or pastarcs
rather, havigg been seldom cut in that climate, were much im-
proved by the visit paid them. As for the animals, they were
parcelled out among the different farms, thus giving a little milk
and a little additional foree to each neighborhood, Fowls apd
pigs had been distributed some time previously, so that not a
man in the group was without his breeding sow and his brood
of young chickens. These were species of stock that increased
8o rapidly, that a little care alone was wanting to make eggs and
pork plenty. Corn, or maize, grew just for the planting ; though
it was all the better, certainly, for & little care,

Aftor sufficient time had been allowed to make the neces.sary
preparations, the vessels sailed with the immigrants for the reef,
There was masny a giad meeting between friends and relatives,
Those who had just arrived had a great deal to tell those who
had preceded them by cighteen montha; and those who now
considered themselves old settlers, entertained the new ones
with the wonders of their novel situations,
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COAPTER XXIV.

% Welter npon the waters, mighty one—
And streteh theo in the occan's rongh of beine,
Turn thy wet acales op to the wind and sun,
And tosa the billow from thy fashing fin;
Hesves thy deep hrenthing to the ovean's din,
And bound upon s ridges in thy pride, .
Or Aiva down to 1ts Jowesat depths, and In
The caverns whoro Ita anknown monaters hide,
Measure thy length beneath the gulf-streaw's tide™
Bxarmarp's Sea-3rerene,

Tux colony had now reached a point when ita policy must
have an eye to its futare destinies. If it were intended to
push it, Like a new settlemeot, a very different course ought to
be putsued from the one hitherto adopted. Bat the governor
and conncil enterfained more moderate views. They under-
stood their real position better. It was true that the peak, in
one sense, or in that which related to soil and products, was
now in a condition to receive immigrants as fast as they could
come, but the peak had ite lmits, and i could hold but a
very cireumacribed number,  As to the group, land had to be
formed for the reception of the husbsndman, little more than
the elementa of soil existing over a0 much of its snrface. Then
in the way of trade, thero could not be any very great induce-
ment for adventurera to come, since the sandal-wood was the
only article possossed which would command a price in =
foreign market. This ssudal-wood, moreover, did not belong
to the colony, but to a people who might, af any moment,
become hostile, and who already began to complain that the
article was petting to be very scarce. Under all the circum-
stances, therefore, it was not deemed desirable to add to the
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population of the place faster than would now be dene by nat.
ural means,

The cargoes of the two vessels just arrived were divided be
tween the state and the governor, by a very just process. The
governor had one-half the proceeds for his own private use, as
owner of the Rancocus, without which vessel nothing could
have been done; while the state received the other moiety, in
virtue of the labor of its citizens, as well as in that of its right
to impose duties on imports and exporta,  Of the portion which
went to the state, certain parts wore equally divided betweon
the colonists, for immediate use, while other parts of the cargo
were placed in store, and held as a stock, to be drawn upon as
occasion might arise.

The voyage, like most adventures in sandal-wood, teas, ete.,
in that day, had been exceedingly advaniageous, and produced
a most beneficent influence on the fortunes and comforts of the
scttlement. A well-selected cargo of the coarse, low-priced
articles most needed in such a colony, could essily have been
purchased with far less than the proceeds of the cargo of tea
that had been obtained at Cantom, in exchauge for the sandal-
wood carried out; and Bacndem, accordingly, had filled the
holds of both vessels with sach articles, beaides bringing home
with him a considerable amonnt in specie, half of which went
into the publie coffers, and half into the private purse of Gover-
ror Woolston, Money had been in civculstion in the colony
for the last twelve months ; though a good deal of caution was
used in euffering it to pass from hand to hand. The disposition
was to hoard ; but this fresh srrival of specie gave a certain de-
gree of confidence, aud the silver circulated a great deal more
freely after it was known that so conaiderable an amount had
been brought in.

It would scarcely be in our power to enumerate the articles
that were received by these arrivals ; they incladed every thiog
in common uss among civilized men, from & grindstone to a
cart, Groceries, too, had been bronght in reascnable quanti-
tics, including teas, sugars, ete.; thomgh these articles were
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not so much considered necesrariesr in America fifty years aga
as they are to-day. The groceries of tho state, as well as many
other articles, were put into the hands of the merchanis, who
either purchased them out and out, to dispose of at retail, or
who took them on commission with the same object. From
this time, therefore, regular shopa existed, there being three on
the reef and one on the pesk, where nearly every thing in use
could be bonght, and that, too, &t prices that were far from .
being exorbitant. The absence of import duties had a great
influence on the cost of things, the state gotting its receipts in
kind, directly through the labor of its citizens,.instead of look-
ing to a custom-house in quest of ita share for the general
prosperity.

At that time very litile was wnitten about the great fallacy of
the present day—free trade—which is an illusion abont which
men now talk, and dispute, and slmost fight, while no living
mortal ean tell what it really is. It is wise for.ms in Ameriea,
who never had any thing but free trade, according to modemn
doctrines, to look a little closely into the sophisms that are get-
ting to be 20 much in vogue, and which, whenever they come
from onr illnstrions anceators in Great Britain, have some such
effect on the hmaginations of a portion of onr people, as purling
rills and wooded cascades are known to possesa over those of
certain young ladies of fifteen.

Free trade, in ita true signification, or in the only signification
which is not & fallacy, can only mean a commerce that is lotally
unfettered by duties, vestrictions, prohibitions, and charges of
all sorts. Except among savages, the world rever yet saw sach
% state of things, and probably never will. Even free irade
ports have exactions that, in a degree, counteract their pretend-
ed principle of liberty; snd no free port exists, that is any
thing more, in a strict interpretation of its uses, thae s sort of a
bonded warehouse. So long as your goods remain there, on
deposit and anappropriated, they are not taxed; but the instant

Ahey are taken to the consumer, the customary nnposmons must

be paid,
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Freer trade——that is, a trade which is less encumbered than
some admitted state of things which previously existed-—is
easily enough comprehended ; but, instead of conveying to the
mind any general theory, it merely shows that s lack of wisdom
may have prevailed in the management of some particular inter.
est; which lack of wisdom is now being tardily repaired. Pro-
hibitions, whether direct or in the form of impositions that the

" . trade will not bear, may be removed without leaving trade fres

This or that article may be thrown open to the general compe-
tition, withoat import duty or tax of any sort, and yet the great
bulk of the commerce of a country be so fettered a8 to put an
effectaal oheck wpon any thing like liberal intercomrse. Sup-
pose, for instance, that Virginia were an independent country.
Its exporta would be tobacco, flour, and corn; the tobdcco crop
probably more than equalling in value those portions of the
other erops which are sent out of the country. England is suf-
fering for food, and she takes off every thing kLike imposts oz
the eatables, while she taxes tobacco to the amount of many
hundred per cent. * Caw that be called free trade?

There is snother point of view in which we could wish to
protest agsinst the shouts and fallacies of the hour. Trade, per-
haps the most corrupt’ and corrupting influence of life—or, if
second to any thing in evil, second.only to politics—is pro-
claimed to be the great means of hemanizing, enlightening, lib-
eralizing, and improving the human race! Now, against this
monstrous mistake in morals, we would fain raise our feeble
voices in sober remonstrance. That the intercourse, which is a
cousequence of coramerce, may, in certain ways, liberalizo s
man's views, we are willing to admit; though, at the same
time, we shall insist that there are better modes of attaining the
same ends. But it strikes us as profane to aseribe to this frail
and mercenary inflaenee a power which there is every reason to
believe the Almighty has bestowed on the Christian church, and
on that slone—s church which is opposed to most of the prae-
tices of trade, which rebukes them in nearly every line of its
precepts, and which, carried out in its purity, can alene give
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the world that liberty and happiness which a grasping spirit
of cupidity is so ready to imputs to the desire to accumnlate
gold
Fortunately, there was little occaston to dispute about the
theories of commerce at the reef. The little trade that did
exist was truly unfettered ; but no one supposed that any man
was nearer to God on that account, except as he was farther
removed from temptations to do weong. Btill, the governing
principle was sound ; not by eanting about the beneficent and
holy influences of commerce, but by leaving to each man his
individuality, or restraining it oely on those points which the
public good demanded. Instesd of monopolizing the trade of
the colony, which his superior wealth and official power would
have reudered very easy, Governor Woolston acted in the most
hberal spirit to ali around him, With the exception of the
Anne, which was built by the colony, the council had decided,
in some measure contrary to his wishes, though in strict accord-
ance with what was right, that all the vessels were the private
property of Mark., After this decision, the governor formally
conveyed the Mermaid and the Abraham to the state ; the for-
mer to be retained principally a3 & cruiser and # packet, while
the last was in dsily use as a means of conveying articles and
passengers from one islagd to the other. The Neshamony was
presented, out and out, to Betts, who tarned msny & penny with
her, by keeping her running through the different passages, with
freight, etc., going from plantation to planiation, as these good
people were in the practice of calling their farmsa, Indeed, Bob
did little else, until the governor, seeing his propensity to stick
by the water, aud ascertaining that the intercourse would justify
such an investment, determined to baild him & sloop, in order
-that he might use her as a sort of packet and market boat
onited. A vessel of sbout forty-five tons was laid down accord-
ingly, and put into the water st the end of six mouths, that
was just the sort of craft suited to Bob’s wishes and wants, @
the meantime, the honest fellow had resigned his seat in the
council, fecling that he was cut of his piace in such a body,
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among men of more or less education, and of habits so much
superior and more refined than his own, Mark did not oppose
this step in his friend, but rather ercouraged it ; being persuad-
ed nothing was gained by forcing upon a man duties he was
hardly fitted to discharge, Self-made men, he well knew, were
sometimes very useful; but he also knew that they must be first

?Ee namse of this new sloop was the Martha, being thus called
in compliment to her owner’s sober-minded, indastrions, and
carefal wife. She {the sloop, and not Mrs. Betts) was nearly
all cabin, having lockers forward and aft, and was fitted with
benches in her wings, steamboat fushion. Her canvas was of
light duck, there being very little heavy weather in that climate;
80 that assisted by a boy and a8 Kaanaka, honest Bob could do
any thing he wisked with hia craft. He often went to the pesk
and Rancocus lsland in her, a!ways doing something useful ;
and he even made several trips in her, within tho first few
months he had her running, 8s far as Betto’s gronp. Ou thess
last voyages, he carried over Kannakas as passengers, as well as
various small articles, such as fish-hooks, old iron, hatchets
even, and now and then a little tobsceo. These he exchanged
for cocoa-nuts, which were yet searce in the colony, on account
of the number of mouths to consume them ; baskets; Indian
cioth; paddles, which the islanders made very besut.lfully and
with a great deal of care; bread-fruit, and other plants that
abounded more at Betto's group than at the reef, or even on
the peak.

But the greatest voyage Betts made that season was when he
took a freight of melons. This was & frnit which now abounded
in the colony; so much so as to be fed even to the hogs, while
the natives knew nothing of it beyond the art of eating it.
They were extraordinarily fond of melons, snd Bob actually
filled the cabin of the Martha with articles obtained in exchange
for his cargo, Among other things obtained on this occasion,
was a sufficiency of sandal-wood tc purchase for the owaer of
the sloop a3 many groceries as he could consnme in his family

A7
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for twelve months ; though groceries were high, as may well be
supposed, in a place like the reef. Betta always admitted that
the first great turn in his fortune was the money made on this
vayage, in which he embarked without the least apprehension
of Waaily, sud his never-ceasing wiles and intrigues. Indeced,
most of his sales wers made to that subtle and active chief, who
dealt very fairly by him.

A1l this time the Rancocus was laid up for want of something
to freight her with, At one time the governor thought of send-
ing her to pick up & cargo where she could; bat & sugpestion
by & seaman of the name of Walker not him on & different
track, snd put on foot an adventure which soon attracted the
attention of most of the seafaring portion of tho community.

It had beeun observed by the crew of the Raucocus, not only
in her original run thromgh those sess, but in her two sub-
soquent passages from America, that the epermaceti whale
abounded in all that part of the oceaw which lay to windward
of the group. Now Walker bad once been second officer of a
Nantucket craft, and was regularly brought np to the businesa
of taking whales, Among the colonists were half 4 dozen othera
who had done more or less at the same business; and, at the
suggestion of Walker, who had gone ont in the Rancocus as
her first officer, Captain Sannders laid in a provision of such arti-
cles as were necossary to set up the business, These consisted
of cordage, harpoons, spades, lances, and casks. Ther no
small part of the lower hold of the Henlopen was stowed with
shook casks ; iron for hoops, etc., being also provided.

As the sandal-wood was now obtained in only small quanti-
ties, all idea of sending the ship to Canton again, that year, was
necessarily abandoned. At first this seemed to be & great loss ;
but when the governor came to reflect coolly on the subject,
not only he, but the council generally, came to the conclasion
that Providence was dealing more mercifully with them, by
turning the people into this new channel of commerce, than to
leave them to pursue their otigiual track. Sandal-wood had a
purcly adventitious valze, though it brought, particulasly in
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that age, & most enormous profit; ore &o large, indeed, a8 to
have a direct and gmick tendency to demoralize those embarkea
n the trade. The whaling business, on the other hand, while
it made large returng, demanded industry, courage, perseverance,
sud a fair amount of capital. Of vessels, the colonista had all
they wanted ; the forethought of Saunders and the suggestions
of Walker furnished the particular meana; and of provisions
there was now & supersbundance in the group.

It was exceedingly fortunate that such an oceupastion offered
to interest and keep alive the spiris of the solonista, Man must
have something to do—some main object to live for—or he is
apt to degenerate in his ambition, and to fall off in his prog-
ress, No sooner was it snnounced that whales were to be
taken, however, than even the women became alive to the re-
sults of the enterprise. This feeling was kept up by the gover-
nor's letting it be officially known that each colonist should
have one ehare, or * lay,” 28 it was termed, in the expected
cargo ; which share, or  lay,” was to be paid for in provisicns,
Those actually engaged in tho business had ss many  lays” as
it was thought they could earn; the colony in its collected
capacity had a certain number more, in return for articles re-
ceived from the public stores; snd the governor, as owner of
the vessela employed, received ome-fifth of the whole eargo, or
cargoes.  This last was a very small return for the amouat of
capital employed; and it was so mnderstood by those whe
reaped the advantages of the owner's liberality.

The Rancoeus was not fitted out as s whaler, but was reserved
as & warehouse to receive the oil, to store it until a cargo was
collectad, and then was to be used as a means o convey it to
America. For this purpose she was stripped, had her rigging
thoronghly overhauled, was cleaned ont and smoked for rats,
end otherwise was prepared for service, While in this state,
the lay slongside of the nataral quay, near and opposite to some
extensive sheds which had been erected as & protection against
the heats of the climate.

The Henloper, a compact clump of a brig, that was roomy
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on deck, and had stout masts and good rigging, wax fitted out
for the whaler; though the Anne was sent to crnise in com-
puny. Five whale-boats, with the neccssary crews, were em-
ployed ; two remaining with the Anne, and three in the brig.
The Kannakas were found to be indefatigable at the oar, and a
good number of them were used on this occasion. Abont
twenty of the largest boys belonging to the colony were also
sent out, in order to accustom them to the sea. These boys
were between the ages of eight and sixteen, and were made
useful in a variety of waya.

Great was the interest awakened in the colony when the
Henlopen and the Anne sailed on this adventure. Many of
the women—the wives, daughters, sisters, or sweethearta of the
whalers—would gladly have gone along ; and so intense did the
fecling become, that the governor determined to make a festival
of the oceasion, snd to offer to take out, himself, in the Mer-
maid, a3 many of both sexes as might choose to make a trip of
a few days at ses, and be witnesses of the snccess of their
friends in this new undertaking, Betts also took a party in the
Martha, The Abraham, too, was in company; while the
Neshamony was sent to leeward, to keop & look-out in that
quarter, lest the natives shouid take it into their hesds to visit
the group while so many of its fighting-men, fully a hundred
altogether, were sbsent, It is true, those who stayed at home
were fully able to beat off Waslly and his followers; but the
governor thought it prudent to have a look-out. Such was the
difference produced by habit, When the whole force of the
colony consisted of less than tweuty men, it was thought suffi-
cient to protect itself, could it ba brought to act together;
whereas now, when ten times twenty were left zt home, unu-
pal cantion was deemed necessary, because the colony was
weakened by this expedition of so many of its members. But
every thing is comparative with man,

‘When all was ready, the whaling expedition sailed ; the gov-
ernor leading on board the Mermaid, which had no less than
forty females im her, Bridget and Anne being smong them.
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The vessels went out by the southern channel, passing through
the strait at the bridge in order to do so. This course was
taken, as it would be easier to turn to windward in the open
water between the sonth cape and the peak, than to do it in
the narrow passages between the islands of the group. The
Mermaid led off handsomely, sparing the Henlopen her courses
and royals, Even the Abraham could spare the last vessel her
fore-sail, the new purchase turning out to be any thing but a
traveller, The women wondered how so slow a vessel could
ever catch a whsle !

The direction steered by the fleet carried it close under the
weather eide of the pesk, the summit of which was crowded by
the population, to see 80 unusual and pleasing a sight. The Mar-
tha led, carrying rather more sail, in proportion to her size, than
the Mermaid. It happened, by one of those vagaries of fortune
which 8o often thwart the best calculations, that a spout was
seen to windward of the cliffs, at & moment when the sloop was
about a lesgue nearer to it than any other vessel. Now, every
vessel in the fleet had its whale-boat and whale-boat's crew;
though the men of alt but those who belonged to the Henlopen
were altogether inexperienced. It is true, they had learned
the theory of the art of taking a whale, but they were utterly
wanting in the practice. Betts was not the man to have the
game in view, however, and not make an effort to overcome it.
His boat was manned in sz instant, and away he went, with
Bocratea in the bows, to fasten to a huge creature that was roll-
ing on the water in a species of sluggish enjoyment of its in-
stinets. It often happens that very young soldiers, mote espe-
cially when an esprit de corpr has been awsakened in them,
achieve things from which older troops would retire, under the
consecionsness of their hazards. So did it prove with the Mar-
tha's boat’s crew ou this oceasion. Betis stcered, and he put
them directly on the whale; Socrates, who looked fairly greon
under the influence of alarm and eagerness to attack, both in-
croased by the total novelty of his situation, making hie dart of
the harpoon when the bows of the fragile craft were literally
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over the huge body of the animal.  All the energy of the negra
was thrown into his blow, for he felt as if it were life or death
with him; and the whale spouted blood immediately, It ia
decmed a great exploit with whalers, though it is not of very
rare occurrence, to inflict a death-wound with the harpoon ; that
implement being intended to make fast with to the fish, which
is subsequently elain with what is termed a fance, But Socrates
sctually killed the first whale he ever struck, with a harpoon;
and from that moment he beczme an important personage in
the fisheries of those seas, That blow was a sort of Palo Alie
affair to him, and was the forerunner of many similar successes.
Indeed, it soon got to be said that “with Bob Betts to put
the boat om, and Old Soc to strike, s whale commonly has a
hard time on’t.” It is true, that a good meny boats were stove,
and two Kannakas were drowned, that very summer, in con-
sequence of these tactics; bat the whales were killed, and Betts
and the black escaped with whole skins.

Ou this—the fimst oecasion—the whale made the water foam,
hatf-filled the boat, and would have dragged it under, but for
the vigor of the negro’s arm and the home character of the
blow, which caused the fish to turn up and breathe his last, be-
fore he had time to run any great distance. The governor ar-
tived on the spot just s Bob had got a hawser to the whale
and was ready to fill away for the eouth eape chaonel again,
The vessels passed each other cheering, and the governor ad-
monished his friend not to carry the carcass too near the dwell-
ings, lest it should render them uninhabitable. But Betts had
his anchorage aiready in his eye, and sway he went, with the
wind on his guarter, towing his prize at the rate of four or five
knots. It may be said, here, that the Martha went into the pas-
sage, and that the whale was floated into shallow water, where
sinking was out of the question, and Bob and his Kannakes—
about twenty in number—went to work to peel off the blubber
in a very efficient, though not in a very scientific or artis.
tical manmer. They got the creature stripped of ita jacket of fat
that very night, aud next morning the Martha appeared with a
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set of kettles, in which the blubber was iried out. Casks were
also brought in the sloop, snd when the work was done, it was
found that that single whale yielded one hundred and eleven
barrels of oil, of which thirty-three barrels were head-matter 1
This was a capital commencement for the new trade, and Betts
conveyed the whole of his prize to the reef, where the oil was
started into the ground-tier of the Rancocus, the casks of which
were neariy repaired, and ready stowed to receive it :

A week later, as the governor, in the Mermaid, cruising in
company with the Henlopen and Abraham, was looking out for
whales about a hundred miles to windward of the pesk, baving
met with no success, he was agnin joined by Betts in the
Martha, Every thing was reported right at the reef. 'The
Neshamony had come in for provisions and gone out again,
and the Rancoews wonld stand wup without watching, with her
hundred and eleven barrels-of oil in her lower hold. 'The
governor expressed his sense of Betts' services, and reminding
him of his old faculty of seeing further and truer than most on
board, he asked him to go up into the brig's eross-trees and
take a look for whales. The keen-eyed fellow had not been
aloft ten minutes, before the cry of *spouts — sponts [ was
ringing through the vessel. The proper signal was made to
the Henlopen and Abraham, when everybody made sail in the
nececesary direction. By sunset a great number of whales were
fallen in with, and as Captain Walker gave it as his opinion
they were feeding in that place, no attempt was made on them
until morning. The next day, however, with the return of
light, six boats were in the water, and pulling off toward the
gatne. '

On this occasion, Walker led on, as became his rsnk and
expericnce, In less than an hour he was fast to a very large
whale, & brotber of that taken by Betts, snd the females had
the exciting spectacle of & boat towed by an encrmous fish
st a rate of no less than {wenty knots in an hour. It is the
practice among whalers for the vessel to keep working to wind-
ward while the game i3 taking, in order to be in the most
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favorable position to close with the boats after the whale is
killed. So long, however, as the creature haa life in it, it
would be folly to aim at sny other object than getting to wind.
ward, for the fish may be here at one moment, snd a league off
ic a few minutes more. Sometimes the alarmed animal goea
fairly out of sight of the vessel, running in a straight line some
fifteen or twenty miles, when the alteruatives are to run the
chances of missing the ship altogether, or to cot from the
whale, By doing the last, not only is & harpoon lost, but often
several hundred fathoms of line; and it not unfrequently hap-.
pens that whales are killed with harpoons in them, left by for-
mer assailants, and dragging after them a hundred, or two,
fathoms of line,

It may be well here to explain to the uninitiated reader,
that the harpoon is a barbed spear, with a emali, but stoat
cord, or whale line fastened o it. The boat approaches the
fish how foremost, but is made sharp at both ends, tLat it may
“back off” il necessary ; the whale being often dangerons to
spptoach, and ordinarily starting, when strack, in & way to ren-
der his immediate neighborhood somewhat ticklish, The fish
usually goes down when barpooned, and the line must be per-
mitted to “run out,” or he would drag the boat after him, But
a whale must breathe as well as a man, and the faster he runs
the soconer he must come up for a fresh stock of air, Now, the
proper use of the harpoon and the line is merely to fasten to
the fish ; though it doea sometimes happen that the creature is
killed by the former. As soon as the whale reappears on the
surface, and becomes stationary, or even moderates his speed a
littie; the men begin to haul in line, gradually closing with their
intended victim, It often happens that the whale starts afresh,
when Boe must be permitted to rue cut apew ; this process of
“ hauling in” and ¢ letting run' being often renewed seversl
timea at the taking of a single fish. When the boat can be
hauled near enough, tho officer at its head darts his Jance into
the whale, aiming st a vital part. If the creature *spouta
blood,” it is well; but if not hit in the vitals, away it goes, and
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the whole business of * letting ran,” “ towing,” and “ hacling
in" has to bo gone over again. :
On the present occasion, Walker's harpooaer, or boat-steerer,
as he is called, had made a good * heave,” and was well fast to
his fish. The animal made & great cirenit, running completeiy
round the Mermaid, at a distance which enabled those on board
her to see all that was passing. When nearest to the brig, and
the water was curling off the bow of the boat in combs two feet
higher than her gunwale, under the impulse given by the frantic
cateer of the whale, Bridget pressed closer to her husband’s side,
and, for the first time in her life, mentally thanked Heaven that
he was the governor, since that was an office which did not re-
quire him to go forth and kill whales. At that very moment,
Mark was burning with the desire to have a hand in the sport,
though he certainly had eome doubts whether such an occupe
tion would suitably accord with the dignity of his office.
Walker got alongside of his whale within half a mile of the
two brigs, aud to leeward of both. In comsequence of this fa-
vorable circumatance, the Heulopen soon had its prize hooked
or, and her pecple at work stripping off the blubber. This is
done by hooking the lower block Jf a powerful purchase in &
portion of the substance, and then cutting a strip of convenient
size, and heaviog on the fall at the windlass, The strip ia cut
by implements called spades, aud the blubber ia torn from the
carcass by the strain, after the sides of the *blanket-piece,” as
the strip is termed, are separated from the other portione of the
snimal by the entting process. The * blanket-pieces” are often
raised as high ss the lower mast-heads, or as far as the purchase
will admit of its being carried, when a transverse cut is made,
and the whole of the fragment is lowered on deck. This *“blanket.
picee” is then cut into pieces and put into the try-works, a large
boiler erected on deck, in order to be *tryed-out,” when the
oil ia cooled, and “startcd” below into casks. In this instance the
oil was taken on board the Abraham as fast as it was “iryed-out”
on board the Henlopen, the weather admitting of the transfer.
But that single whale was far from being the only fruits of
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Batte’ discovery. The honest old Delaware scaman took two
more whales himself, Socrates making fast, and he killing the
creatures, The boats of the Henlopen also took two more, and
that of the Abraham one. Betts in the Martha, and the gov-
ernor in the Mermaid, towed four of these whales into the sonth-
ern chanuel, and into what now got the name of the Whaling
Bight. This was the spot where Betts had tryed out the first
fish taken, and it proved to be every way suitable for its busi-
ness. 'The bight formed & perfectly safe harbor, and there was
not only a sandy shoal on which the whalea could be floated
and kept from sinking, a misforfune that somethmes occars, but
it had ‘a natural quay quite near, where the Rancocus, herself,
could fie. There was fresh water in abondance, and an island
of sufficient size to hold the largest whaling estsblishment that
ever existed. This island was incontinently named Blabber
Island. The greatest disadvantage was the total absence of soil,
and consequently of all sorts of herbage; but its surface was
as smooth as that of an artificial quay, admitting of the rolling
of casks with perfect ease, The governor no sooner ascertained
the facilities of the place, which was far enough from the ordi-
nary passage to and from the pesk to remorve the nuisances, than
he determined to make it his whaling haven.

The Abraham was sent across to Rancocus Istand for a tosd
of lumber, and extensive sheds were erected in time to receive
the Henlopen, when she came in with & thonsand barrels of oil
on board, and towing in three whales that she had actually take
en in tho passage between Cape South and the peak. By that
time the Rancocus had been moved, being stiff enough to be
bronght from the reef to Blubber Island uuder some of her
lower sails. This moving of vessels among the islands of the
group was & yery easy matter, so long as they were not to be
cdrried to windward ; and a farther acquaintance with the chan-
nels had let the mariners into the secret of turning up sgainst
the trades and withic the islands, by keeping in such reaches
as enabled them to go as near the wind as was necessary, while
they were not compelled to go nearcr than a craft conld lie,
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Such was the commencement of s trade that was destined to
be of the last importance to our colonists. The oil that was
brought in from this first croise—a craise that lasted less than
. two months—and including that taken by all the boats, amount-
ed to two thousand barrels, quite filling the lower hold of the
Rancocus, and furnishing her with more than balf of & fall cargo.
At the prices which then ruled in the markets of Europe and
America, three thousand five hundred barrels of spermaceti, with
a due proportion of head-matter, was known to be worth near
a hundred thousand dollars, and might be set down as large a
return for labor as men conld obtain under the most advaata-
geous cirenmstances, -
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CHAPTER XXV,

*The forest reels beneath the stroke
Of etordy woodmean's axe;
Tha earth recelves the white man's yoks,
And pays her willlng tax
Of Irults, ond flowers, snd golden harvest Aukis
And oll that netare to blithe labor ylelde.”
PaULDIRG.

NorwiTEsTaNDING the great success which attended the be-
ginning of the whaling, it was six months before the Rancocua
was loaded, and ready to sail for Hamburgh with her cargo.
This time the ship went east at onee, instead of sailing to the
westward, as she had previously done—taking with her a crew
composed partly of colonista and partly of Kannakas, Six
boys, however, went in the ship, the children of reputable set-
tlers; all of whom the governor intenrded should be officers,
hereafter, on board of colony vessels. To prevent difficulties
on the score of national character, on leaving America the last
time, Saunders had cleared for the isiands of the Pacific and a
market ; mesning to cover his vessel, let her go where she might,
by the latter reservation, This gunestion of nationality offered
a good deal of embarrassmént in the long rum, and the council
foresaw future embarrassments as connected with the subject;
but, every one of the colonists being of American birth, and
America being then nentral, and all the American-built vessela
having American papers, it was thought most prudent to let
things take their natural course under the existing arrangement,
untii something occurred to render a more decided policy ad-
visable,

As soon as the Rancocus got off, the Ilenlopen went ont
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agaiu, to cruisc about two hundred leagues to windward ; while
the in-shore fishery was carried on by Betta, in the Martha, with
great spirit and most extraordinary successy]_So alive did the
peopie get to be to the profit and sport of this eort of business,
that boats were constructed, and crews formed all over the col-
ony, there being often as many as a dozen different parties out,
taking whales near the coasts, The furer existed on the pesk,
as well as in the low lands, and Bridget and Anne counld not but
marvel that men would quit the delicious coolness, the beantiful
groves, and all the fruits and bountifel products of that most
delightful plain, to go out on the ocean, in narrow quarters, and
under & hot sun, to risk their lives in chase of the whale| Tkis
did the colonists, nevertheless, until the governor himself began
to feel the mecessity of striking a whale, if he would maintain
his proper place in the public epinion. I

As respects the governor, and The other high functionaries
of the colony, some indulgence was eatertained ; it being the
popular notion that men who lved so much within doors, and
whose hands got to be ao soft, wers not exactly the sort of per-
sons who would be most useful at the oar. Heaton and the
merchants, Pennock, and the two younger Woolstons, with the
clergyman, were easily excused in the popular mind; but the
governor was known to be a prime seaman, and a silent expee-
tation appeared to prevail, that some day he would be seen in
the bow of a boat, lancing a whale. Before the first season was
over, this expectaticn was fully realized; Governor Woolston
ieading no less than four of what were called the colony boats,
or boata that belonged to the state, and fished as much for hon-
or as profit, taking a fine whale on each occeasion. These ex-
ploite of the governor’s capped the climax, in the way of giving
& téne to the public mind, on the subject of taking whales, No
man conld any longer doubt of its being honorable, as well as
nseful, and even the boys petitioned fo be allowed to go out,
The Kannakas, more or less of whom were employed in each
vessel, rose greatly in the public estimation, and no young man
could expect to escape snimadversion, unless he had been pres-
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ent at least once at the taking of a whale. Those who had
strack or lanced a fish were now held in a proportionate degrec
of repute. It was, in fact, in this gronp that the custom origi-
nally obtained, whick prohibited a yonng man from standing at
the head of a dance who had not struck his fish ; and not at
Nantucket, ss has been erroneously supposed.

In 8 community where such a spirit was awakened, it is not
surprising that great succesa attended the fisheries. The Hen-
lopen did well, bringing in eight hundred barrels ; but she found
gix hundred more in waiting for her, that had been taken by the
in-shore fishermen ; some using the Abraham, some the Martha,
some the Anne, and others again nothing but tha boata in which
they pursued their game. In the latter cases, however, when a
fish was taken, one of the larger vessels was nsually employed
to take the creature into the bight. In this way was the oil
obtained, which went to make up a cargo for the Henlopen.
The governor had his doubts abont sending this brig on so dis-
tant a voyage, the vessel being so slow; but there was no
choice, since she musat go, or the cargo must remair a long time
where it was. The brig was accordingly filled ep, taking in
seventeen hundred barrels; and she sailed for Hamburgh, under
the command of a young man ramed Thomas, Walker remained
behind, preferring to superintend the whaling affairs at home.

So high did the fever run, by this time, that it wus deter-
mined to build a couple of vessels, each to measure about a
hundred and eighty toms, with the sole object of using them to
take the whale. Six months after laying their keels, these little
brigs were launched; and lucky it was that the governor had
ordered copper for a ship o be brought out, since it now came
handy for using on these two craft, But the whaling business
had not been suffered to lag while the Jonas snd the Drajon
wera on the stocks ; the Anne, and the Martha, and the single
boats being out near half the time, Five hundred barrels were
taken in this way; and Betts, ia particular, had made so much
money, or what was the same thing, had got so much oil, that
he came one morning to his friend the governor, when the fol-
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{owinyg interesting dialogue tock place between them, in the
sudience-chamber of the Colony Houss. It may as well'be said
here, that the accommeodations for the chief magistrate had
been materially enlarged, and that he now dwelt in a suite of
apartments that would have beer deemed respectabls ever in
Philadelphia. Bridget had a taste for fumitare, and the wood
of Rancocus Island admitted of many articles being mada that
were really beautiful, snd which might have adorned a palsce,
Fine mats had been brought from Chins, ench as are, and long
have been, in common use in America; neat and quaint chairs
and settees had also been in the governor's imvoices to say
nothing of large quantities of fine and massive earthenware, In
a word, the governor was getting to be rich, and like all wealthy
men, he had a disposition to poasess, in & proporticnate degree,
the comforts and eleg@icies of civilized life. DBut to come to
our dialogue—

“Walk in, Captaic Betts—walk in, sir, and do me the
favor to take a chair,” said the governor, motioning to his old
friend to be seated. “You are always welcome, here; for I do
not forget old timea, I can assure you, my friend.”

“Thankee, governor—thankee, with all my heart. I do find
every thing changed, now-a-days, if the trath must be said, but
yourself, To me, you be always Mr, Mark, and Mr, Woolston,
and we seem to sail along in company, much as we did the
time when you first went out a fore-mast-lad, and I teached you
the difference between a flat-knot and a gramny.”

4 No, no, Bob, every thing is not so much changed as you
pretend—-I am not changed, in the firat place.”

“1 counfess it—you be the same, governor, blow high or
blow low,”

“ Then Martha is not changed, or nothing worth mentioning.
A little more matronly, perhaps, and not quite as much of o
girl ss when yow first made her scquaintance; but Martha,
nevertheless, And as for her heart, I'll answer for it, that is
just the color it was at sixteon.”

“ Why, yes, governor; 'tis much sa yon say. Marthy is
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now the mother of four children, and that confarms s wowan’s
nppearauce, depend on’t. But Marthy is Marthy ; and, fur that
matter, Miss Bridget is Mins Bridget, 03 much as one pea is
tike another, Madam Woolston does full credit to the climate,
governor, and looks more Like eighteen than ever.”

“My wife enjoys excellent health, Betts; and grateful am I
{o God that it is so, But I think all our women have a fresh
and sea-air sort of look, a cheerful freshness abont them, that 1
ascribe to the salt and the sea-breezes. Then we have mountain
air, in addition, on the peak.”

““ Ay, ay, sir—I dare say you've got it right, as you do most
matters, Well, governor, I do’t know which counts up the
fasteat in the colony, children or whales!”

“Both flourish,” snswered Mark, smiling, ** 23 our reports
show. Mr. Secretary tells me that there were, on the first of
the Iast month, three hundred and eighteen children in the
colony under the age of ten years; of whom no less than one
bundred sad ninety-seven are born here—pure Craterinos,
including your children and mine, Betits.”

¢ It's & fine beginning, governor—a most capital start; and,
though the young *uns can't do much st taking a whale, or se-
curing the ile, just now, they'll come on in their turns, and be
usefu! when we're in dock as hulks, sir,”

¢ Talking of oil, you must be geiting rich, Captain Betts. I
hear you got in another hundred-barrel gentleman last week I”

“Times is altered with me, governor; and times is altered
with you, toe, sir, since you and I rafted loam and sea-weed, to
raise a fow cucumbers, and squashes, and melons. Then, we
should have been as happy as princes to have had a good roof
over our heads.”

“ 1 teust we are both thankful, where thanks are due, for all
this, Betts ?”

“ Why, yes, sir, I endiver s0 te be; thongh men is des-
perate apt to believe they desarve all they get but the ill-luck
T and Marthy try to think of what ia all in all to us, and I be-
Jeve Marthy does make oub pretty well, in that partic’lar,
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accordin' to Friends' ways; though I am often jammed in
religion, and all for want of taking to it early, as I sometimes
think, eir.”

*There is no doubt, Betls, that men grow in Christian
character, as well ga in evil; and the most natural growth, in
all things, is that of the young. A great deal is to be undone
and onlearned, if we put off the important hour to a Iate period
in life.”

* Well, as to unl’arnin’, I suppose a fellow that had as little
edication as mysell will have an easy time of it,” answered
Betts, with perfect simplicity and good faith; ¢for most of
my schoolin’ was drowned in salt water by the time I was
twelve.”

“I am glad of one thing,” put in the governor, half ic a
congratulating way, aud half inquiringly, “and that is, that
the Rev, Mr. Hornblower tskes so well with the people. Every-
body appears to be satisfied with his ministrations; and I do
not see that any one is the worse for them, although he is an
Episcopalian.” '

Betta twisted about on his chair, and seemed at first unwill-
ing to answer; but his natural frankness, and his long habits
of intimacy and confidence with Mark Woolston, both as man
and boy, forbade his attempting sny thing seriously in the way
of concealment.

“ Well, governor, they do say that ‘many wen, many minds,
ho replied, after a brief pause; “and I suppose it'a aa true
sbout religion, as in a judgment of ships, or in a ch'ice of a wife,
I sll men took to the same woman, or all seamen shipped for
the same craft, a troublesome honsehold, and a crowded and
onhealthy vessel, would be the upshot on't.”?

“ We have a choice given us by Providence, both as to shipa
and as to wives, Captain Betts; but no choice is allowed any
of us in what relates to religion, In that, we are to mind the
gailor’s maxim, ‘to obey orders if we break owners.””

¢ Little fear of * breaking owners,” I faney, governor. But

the ditfeulty is to know what orders is. Now, Fricnds doesn't
662

"
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hold, at all, to dressing and uwndressing in church time; and I
thinlk, myself, books is out of place in praying to God.”

“And is there much said among the people, Captain Betts,
about the parson’s gown and surplice, and about his reading
his prayers, instead of writing them out, and getting them by
heart §

There was a little malice in the governor’s question, for he
was too much behind the curtain to be the dupe of any pretend-
ing claims to sndden inspirations, snd well knew that every
sect had its litargy, though oaly half & dozen have the honesty
to print them. The answer of his friend was, as usual, frank,
and to the point,

“T cannot say but there is, Mr. Mark. As for the clothes,
women will talk about them, as you well know, sir; it being
their natar’ to be dressing themsclves out, so much. Then, as
to praying from the book, quite half of our people thipk it is
not any better than no praying at all. A little worse, perhaps,
if truth was spoken,”

] am sorry to hear this, Betts, From the manner in which
they attend the services, I was in hopes that prejudices were
abating, and that everybody was satisfied.”

“T don't thick, governor, that there is any great danger of a
mntiny ; though, ‘many men, many minds,’ as [ said before,
But my business here is forgotten sll this time ; and I know it
isn't with your honor now as it used to be with us both, when
we had nothing to think of but the means of getling awsy
from this place, into some other that we fancied might be bet-
ter. I wish you joy, sir, in having got the two new brigs into
the water.” _

¢ Thank you, Captain Betts, Does your preseat visit relate
ko either of those brigs ¥

# Why, to coma to the p’int, it does, sir. I've taken a fancy
to the Dragon, and should like to buy her.” .

“Buy her! Have you any notion what such a vessel will
cost, Betts "

“ Not a great way from eight thounsand dollars, 1 should
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think, governor, now that the copper is on. Some things is
charged high, in this part of the world, about a wessel, and
other some isn't. Tske away the copper, and I should think a
good des! less would buy either.”

‘““ And have you eight thousand dollars at command, my
friend, with which to purchase the brig

“If ile is money, yea; if ile ist’t money, no. I've got
three hundred barrels on hand, one hundred of which is head-
matter.”

I rejoice to hear this, Captain Betts, and the brig you
shall have. I thought to have sold both to the merchants, for
I did not suppose say one else, here, could purchase them;
but I wonld greatly prefer to see one of them in the haands of
an old friend. You shall have the Dragon, Beits, since yon
like her.”

"¢ Done and done between pgentlemen is enough, sir; not
that I set myself up for s gentleman, governor, but I've lived
too long aad too much in your respected pociety mot to have
l'arn’d some of the ways. The brig's mine, if ile will pay for
her. And now, sir, having completed the trade, I should
like to know if your judgment and mine be the same. I say
the Dragon will beat the Jonas half a knot, the best day the
Jonas ever seed.”

“] do not know but you are right, Bob, In locking at the
two craft, last evening, I gave the preferemce to the Dragon,
though I kept my opinion to myself, lest I might mortify those
who built the Jonas.”

¢ Well, sir, 'm better pleased to hesr this, than to be able .
to pay for the brig! It is something to a plain body like
myself, to find his judgment upheld by them that know ali
about a matter.”

Iz this friendly 2nd perfeetly confidential way did Mark
Woolston still sct with his old and long-tried fricnd, Robert
Betts. The Dragon was cheap at the money mentioned, and
the goverzor took all of the old seaman's **ile” at the very top
of the market, This purchase at once elevated Betts in the
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colony to & rank but little below that of the ** gontlemen,” if
hia modesty disposed him to decline being classed absolutely
with them, What was more, it put him in the way of almost
coining money. The brig he purchased turned out to be as
fast s he expected, and what was more, the character of &
lucky vessel, which she got the very first cruise, never left her,
and gave her coramander and owner, st sll times, a choice of
hands,

The governor sold the Jonss to the merchants, and took the
Martha off Betts’ hands, causing this latter craft to run regularly,
and at stated lours, from point to point among the islands, in
the character of a packel. Twice a week she passed from the
reef to the cove at the peak, and once a fortnight she went to
Rancocus Island, In addition to her other duties, this sloop
ngw carried the mail.

oat-offico law was passed by the council, and was approved
of by the governor. In that day, and in a community so sim-
ple and practical, new-fangled theories concerning human rights
were not atlowed to interfere with regnlations that were ob-
viously necessary to the comfort and convenience of the publio.

Fortutately, there was yet no newspaper—a species of lusury
which, like the gallows, comes in only as society advances to
the corrupt condition; or which, if it happen to preceds it a
little, is very certain soon to conduct it there, \ If every institn-
tion becarne no more than what it was designed to be by those
who originally framed it, the state of man on earth wonld be
very different from whatit is. The unchecked means of publiei-
ty, out of all question, are indispensable to the cirfulation of
truths; and it is equally certain that the unrestrained means of
publicity are equalty favorable to the circulation of lies. If we
cannot get along safely without the possession of one of these
advantages, neither can we get along very safely while existing
nnder the daily, hourly increasing influence of the other—call
it what yon will. If troth is all-important, in one sense, false-
bood is all-important too, in & contrary seuse.

Had there beeu a newspaper at the crater, under the control
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of soma philosopher, who had neither native talent, nor its sub
stitute—edncation—but who had been struck ont of a printer’s
devil by the rap of a composing-stick, as Minerva is reported to
have been struck, full-grown, out of Jupiter's head by the ham-
mer of Vulean, it is probable that the wiseacre might have dis-
zovered that it was an inexcusable interference with the rights
-of the colonists, to enact that no ous should carry letters for
hire but those connected with the regular post-office. But, no
such person existing,@ public mind was left to the enjoyment
of its common-sense ignorance, which remained astisfied with
the fact that, though it might be possible to get a letter carried
from the reef to the cove, between which places the communi-
cations were conetant and regular, for half the money charged
by the office, yet it was nof possible to get letters carried be-
tween some of the other points in the colony for twenty times
the regulated postage. Itis probable, therefore, that the peoplo
of the crater and the peak felt that in supportisg & general
system, which embraced the good of all, they did more toward
extending civilization than if they killed the hen, at once, in
order to come at the depository of the golden eggs in the short-
est way.]

In the middie ages, he who wished to send s missive was
compelled, more than half the time, to be at the expense of 3
special messenger. The butchers, and s class of tradera that
corresponds, in part, to the modern English traveller, took
charge of letiers, on the glorious free-trade principle; and
sometimes public establishments hired messengers to go back
and forth, for their own purpeses. Then the governments,
perceiving the utility of such arrangements, imperfect as they
were, had 8 sort of post-offices for their nse, which have reached
down to our own times, in the shape of government messco.
gers. There can be little doubt that the man who found he
could get a letter safely and promptly conveyed five hundred
miles for a erown, after having been obliged, previously, to pay
twenty for the same service, felt that he was the obliged party,
sud never fancied for 8 moment that, in virtue of his patrenage,
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he was entitled to give himaelf airs, and to stasd upon his nat-
ural right to have a post-office of his own, at the reduced price.
But indulgence creates wantonness, and the very man who re-
ceives the highest fivors from the post-offices of this conotry, in
which & letter ia carried five-and-twenty hundred miles for ten
cents, penetrating through some fourteen or fifteen thoumsand
offices, into every cranny of s region large aa half Europe, kicka
and grows restive because he has not the liberty of doing a few
favored portions of the vast enterprise for himself; while he jm-
poses on the public the office of doing that whick is laberioua
and unprofitable! Such is man; such did he become when he
fell from his first estate; and such is ke likely to continue to be
until some far better panacea shall be discovered for his selfish-
ness and cupidity, than what is called * self-government.”

But the Craterinos were thankful when they found that the
Martha was set to sunuing regularly from place to place, carry-
ing passengers and the mails. The two businesses were blended
together for the sake of economy, sud at the end of a twelve-
month it was found that the colouy had nothingr extra to pay.
On the whole, the enterprise may be said to have succeeded;
and as practice usually improves.all such matters, in a fow
months it was ascertained that another very important step had
been taken on the highroad of civilization. Certainly, the
colonists could not be called a letter-writing people, considered
as a whole, but the facilities offered a temptation to improve,
and in time, the character of the entire community received a
beneficial impression from the introduction of the mails.

It was not long after the two brigs were sold, and just as the
Martha came into government possession, that all the principsl
fanctionaries made a tour of the whole settiements, using the
sloop for that purpose. One of the objecta was to obtain
statistical facts; though personal observation, with a view to
future lawa, waa the principal motive. The governor, secretary,
attorney-general, and most of the councii were along; snd
pleasure and business being thns united, their wives were also
of the party. There being no pecessity for remaining in the
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Marths at night, that vessel was found amply sufficiert for sll
other purposes, though the “progress” occupied fully a fort-
night. As a brief relation of its details will give the reader &
full idea of the present state of the country,” as the colonists
now began to call their territories, we propose to accompany
the travellers, day by day, and to give some short account of
what they saw, and of what they did. The Martha sailed from
the cove about eight in the morning, having on board seven-
teen passengers, in sddition to two or three who were going
over to Ranoocus Island on their regular business, The sloop
did not sail, however, directly for the last-named island, but
made toward the voleano, which had of late eceased to be as
active as formerly, and into the condition of which it was now
deemed important to make some inquiries. The Marths was
& very. fast vessel, and was soon quietly anchored in a swmall
bay, on the leeward side of the island, where landing was not
only praciicable but easy. For the first time since ita existence
the crater was ascendéd. Ali the genilemen went up, and
Heaton took its measnrement by means of instruments. The
accamulstion of materisls, prinoipally ashes and scorise, though
lava had begun to appear in one or two small stresms, had
been very great since the governor’s first visit to the spot. The
island now measured "about two miles in diameter, and being
nezrly round, might be said to be somewhere near six in cir.
cumference. The crater itaelf was fully half a mile in diameter,
and; at that moment, was quite a thousand feet in height sbove
the sea, In the centre of this vast valley were three smaller
craters or chimneys, which served as outleis to the fires beneath.
A plain bad formed within the crater, some four hundred feet
below its sammit, and it already began to assume that aufphur
tinged and unearthly hue, that is s0 common in and sbout active
voleanoes. Occasionally, a deep roaring would be sncceeded
by s hissing aound, -not uolike that produced by a suzdden
escape of steam from a boiler, and then a report would follow,
sccompanied by smoke and stones, some of the latter of which
were projected several hundred yards into the air, and fell on
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the plain of the crater. But these cxplosions were not one-tenth
as frequent as formerly. :

The result of all the observations was to create an impression

that this outlet to the fires beneath was approaching a peried
when it would become inactive, and when, indeed, some other
outlet for the pent forces might be made, After passing balfl a
day on and around the voleano, even Bridget and Anno mus-
tored courage and strength to ascend it, supported by the will-
ing arms of their husbands, The females were rewarded for
their trouble, though both declared that they should ever feel
a most profound respect for the place after this near view of its
terrors aa well as of its beanties,
" On quitting the volcano, the Martha proceeded directly to
leeward, reaching Rancocus Island about sunset. Here the
sloop anchored in the customary baven, and everybody but her
crew landed. 'The fort was still kept up at this place, ou ac-
count of the pmall number of the persons who dwelt there,
though little apprehension now existed of & visit from the na-
tives; with the exception of the Kannakas, who went back and
forth constsntly on board the different craft in which they wero
employed, not a native had been near either island of the colony
since the public visit of young Ooroony, on the occasion of
bringing over laborers fo help to form the grounds of Colony
House. The nmmber and force of the different vessels would
seem to have permanently settlod the question of ascendency in
those seas, and no ope any longer believed it was & point to be
controverted,

The population on Rancocus Island did not amount to more
than fifty souls, and these included women and children. Of
the Iatter, however, there were not yet many; though five or
six were born annually, and scarcely one died.  The men kept
the mill going, cutting lamber of ali sorts; and they made
both bricks and lime, in sufficient quantities to supply the
wanta of the two other islands. At first, it had been found
necessary to keep a greater force there, but, long before the
moment of which we are writing, the people had all got inte
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their regular dwellings, and the materials now required for
building were merely such as were used in additions, or new
constructions. The last, however, kept the men guite actively
employed; but, as they got well paid for their work, everybody
seermed contented. The Martha never arrived without bring-
ing over quantities of fruits, as well as vegetables, the Ranco-

. eusers, lumbermen-like, paying but little attention to gardening
or husbandry, The island had its productions, snd there was
available land encugh, perhaps, to support a few thousaud peo-
ple, but, after the group aud the pesk, the place seemed so
little tempting to the farmers, that no one yet thought of using
it for the ordinary means of supporting life. The “ visitors,” -
as the party called theinselves, had an inquiry made into the
state of the animals that had beeun turned loose, on the pastures
and mountain-sides of the island, to seek their own living.
The hogs, as nsual, had increased largely; it was sapposed’
there might be near two hindred of these animals, near half
of which, however, were siill grunters. The Iaborers occasion-
slly killed oune, but the number grew so fast that it was fore-
seen it would be necessary to have an annmnal hant, in order to
keep it down, The goats did particularly well, though they
remained so much on the highest peaks as to be seldom ap-
proached by any of the men. The cow had also increased her
progeny, there being now no less than four younger animala, all
of whom yielded milk to the people. The poultry flourished
here, as it did in all that region, the great abundance of fruit,
wormd, insects, etc,, rendering it unnecessary to feed them,
thongh Indian corn was aimost to be had for the asking,
threnghout all the ialanda, This grain was rarely harvested,
except as it was wanted, and the hogs that were fattened were
usually turned in upon it in the fields, ’

It may be well to say, that practice and experience had
1sught the colonists something in the way of fattening them
pork. The animals were kept in their group until they were
sbout eighteen months old, when they were regularly trans.
ported to the cove, in large droves, snd made to sscend tho

18
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stepa, passing the last two months of their lives amid the de-
lightful groves of the pesk. Here they had scorns in aban
dance, though their principal food was Indian corn, being regu
larly sttended by Kannakas who had been trained to the busi.
ness. At killivg-time, each man either came himself, or sent
some one to claim his hogs, all of which were slaughtered on
the peak, and carried away in the form of pork. 'The effect of -
this change was to make much finer meat, by giving the animals
& cooler atmosphere and parer food,

From Rancocus Island the Martha sailed for the group,
which waa visited and ipspected in al its setilements by the
governor and council, | The policy adopted by the government
of the colony was very much unlike that resorted to in Amer-
ica, in connection with the axtension of the settlements. Here
a vast extent of surface is loosely overrun, rendering the prog-
ress of civilization rapid, but very jmperfect. 'Were the people
of the United Btates confined to oue-half the territory they
pow occupy, there can be little question that they would be
happier, more powerful, more civilized, and less rude in man-
ners and feelings ; although it may be high {reason to insinuate
that they are not all, men, women, snd children, already at the
ne plus ultra of each of those attainments. But there is a just
medinm in the density of human pepulation, as well as in
other things ; and that has not yet been reached, perhaps, even
in the most thickly peopled of any one of the old thirteen,
Now, Mark Woolston had seen enoagh of the fruits of a con-
centrated physical force, in Europs, to comprehend their value;
and he early set his face against the purely skimming process,
He was resolved that the settlements should not extend faster
than was necessary, and that as much of civilization should go
with them as was attainsble. In consequence of this policy,
the country soon obtained a polished aspect, as far as the settle-
ments reached. There were four or five distinet points that
formed exceptions to this rule, it having been considered con
venient {0 make establishments there, principally on aceount of
the whalers, One, and the largest of these isolated settlements,
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was in the Whaling Bight, quite near to Blubber Island, where
a village had sprung up, containing the houses and shops of
coopers, rope-makers, bost-builders, carpenters, blacksmiths,
ete. ; men employed in making casks, whaling gear, and boats.
There, also, were the dwellings of three or four masters and
mates of vessels, as well as of sundry boat-steerers. In the
whole, there might have been fifty habitations at this particular
point, of which about two-thirds were in a straggling village,
while the remainder composed so many farm-houses, Every
thing at this place denoted activity and a prosperons business;
the merchanta taking the oil as fast as it was ready, and return-
ing for it hoops, iron in bars, hemp, and such other articles as
were wanted for the trade.

By this time the Rancocus had returned, and had dis-
charged her inward-bound carge at the reef, bringing excellent
returns for the oils sent to Hamburgh, She now lay in Whaling
Bight, being about to load snew with oil that had been taken
during her absence, Sannders was as busy as a bee; and Mrs.
Bannders, whoe hiad come across from her own residence on the
pesk, in order to remain as long as possible with her husband,
was a3 happy as the day was long, sceming never to tire of
exhibiting her presents to the other women at the bight.

At the reef itself, an exceedingly well-builf little town was
springing up.  Since the removal of the whalig operations to
the bight, all nuisances were abated, and the streets, quays,
and public walks were as neat as conld be destred. 'The trees
had grown wonderfully, and the gardens appeared as verdant
and fresh as if they had a hundred feet of loam beneath them,
instead of resting on solid lava, as was the fact, These gar
dens had inereased in numbers and extent, so that the whole
town was embedded in verdure and young trees. That spot,
on which the sun had once beaten so fiercely as to render it
often too hot to be aupported by the naked foot, was now ver-
dant, cool, and refreshing, equally to the eye and to the feel-
ings. The streets were narrow, as is desirable in warm climates
—thus creating shade, as well as increasing the draughts of air
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through' them ; it being in the rear that the houses obtained
space for ventilation as well 2a for vegetation. The whole
pumber of dwellings on the reef now amounted to sixty-four ;
while the warehouses, public buildings, ships, offices, and othex
constructions, brought the number of the reofs up to one hun-
dred, These buildings, Colony House and the warehouses
excepted, wero not very large, certainly, but they were of re-
epectable dimensions, and neat snd well put together. - Colony
House was large, a8 has been mentioned ; and though plain,
certain ornaments had been completed, which contributed
much to its appearsnce. Every building, without exception,
had some sort of veranda to it; and as most of these addi-
tions were now embowered in shrubs or vines, they formed
delightful places of retreat during the heat of the day.

By a very simple process, water was pumped up from the
largest spring by means of wind-sails, and conveyed in wooden
logs to every building in the place. The logs were laid through
the gardens, for the double purpose of getting soil to cover them,
and te put them out of the way, Without the town, a regular
system had been adopted, by which o continne to increase the
goil. The rock was blown out as stone wan wanted ; leaving,
however, s quay sround the margin of the island, As acon s
low encugh, the cavities became the receptacles of every thing
that conld contribute to form soil; and one day in each month
was set apart for 8 “ bee,”’ during which little was done but to
trausport earth from Loam Island—which was far from being
exhansted yet, or even levelled—and seattering it on those hol-
low spota, In this manner, a considerable extent of snrface
nearest to the town had already been covered, and seeded, and
planted, so that it was now possible to walk from the town to
the crater, a distance of & quarter of 8 mile, and be the whole
time amid flowering shrubs, young trees, and rich grasses|

As for the crater itself, it was now quite a gem in the way of
vegetation. Its cocos-nut trees bore profusely; and its figs,
oraages, limes, shaddocks, ete., ete., were not only abundant, but
rich and large. The Summit was, in spots, covered with de-
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licious groves, and the openings were of as dark a verduro, the
year round, as if the place lay twenty degrees farther from the
equator than was sctually the case. Here Kitty, followed by a
flack of desceadants, was permitted still o rove at large, the
governor deeming her rights in the place equal to his own
Tke plain of the crater was mostly under tillage, being nsed as
& common garden for all whe dwelt in the town. @ch person
was taxed so many days, in work, or in money, agreeably to a
village ordinance, and by sach means was the spot tilled; in
return, eack person, according to & scale that was regulsted by
the amount of the contribution, was allowed to come or send,
daily, and dig and carry away & stated guantity of frais and
vegetables, Al this was strictly regulated by a town law, and
the gardener had charge of the execution of the ordinance; but
the governor had privately intimated to him that there was no
necessity for his being very particular, so fong as the peoplo
were so few, and the products so sbundant. The entire popula-
tion of the reef proper amounted, at this visitation, to just three
hondred and tweanty-six persons, of whom vear a hundred were
ender twelve years of age. This, however, was exclusive of
Eaunakas, but izcluded the absent scamen, whose families dwelt
there permanently.

The settlement at Dunks’ Cove has been mentioned, and
nothing need be said of it, beyonrd the fact that its agriculture
had improved and been extended, its trees had grown, and its
population increased. There was avother similar settlement at
East Cove—or Bay would be the better name—which was at
the place where Mark Woclsten had found his way out to eea,
by passing through a narrow and half-concealed inlet. This en-
trance to the group was now much used by the whalers, who
fell in with a great many fish in the offing, and who found it
very convenient to tow them into this large basin and cat them
up. Thence the blubber was sent down in lighters to Whaling
Bight, to be tryed ont. This arrangement saved a tow of some
five-and-twenty miles, and often prevented a loss of the fish, as
sometimes occurred in the oulside passage, by having it blown
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on s iron-bound coast. In consequence of these uses of the
place, a settlement had grown up pear it, and it already began
to look like a spot to be civilized. As yet, however, it was the
least advanced of all the settlements in the group. :

At the West Bay there was a sort of naval station and look-
out port, to watch the people of the neighboring islands. The
improvements did not amount to wueh, however, being limited
to one farm, a small battery that commanded the roads, and &
fortified house; which was also a favern.

The agricultarsl, or strictly rural population of the group,
were seated along the different channels nearest to the reef,
SBome attention had been paid, in the choice, to the condition
of the soil; but, on the whole, few anoccupied spots could now
be foand within a league of the reef, and on any of the princi-
pal passages that communicated with the different islands.
There were foot-paths, which might be used by horses, leading
from farm to farm, along the margins of the chaanels; but the
channels themselves were the ordidary means of communicating
between neighbors, Boats of all sorts abounded, and were con-
~ stantly passing and repassing, Here, as elsewhere, the vegetsa-
tion was luxuriant snd marvellons, Trees were to be seen
around the houscs, that elsewhere might have required three
times the number of years that these had existed, to stiain the
same height.

The visitation terminated at the peak. This place, so aptly
likened to the garden of Eden, and frequently so ealled, conld
receive very little addition to its picturesquo besuties from the
baad of man. Parts of it were cuitivated, it is troe ; enough to
supply its population (rather more than three hundred soumls)
with food ; but much the greater portion of its surface was in
posture.  The buildings were principslly of stones quarried out
of the cliffs, and were cool, -as well as solid edifices, They wers
low, however, and of no great size on the ground, At the gover-
nor's farm—his private property—there was a dwelling of sone
pretension low, like all the rest, but of considerable extent
Here Bridget now passed much of her time; for here it was
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thought best to keep the children. So cool and salubrious was
the air on the peak, that two schools were formed here, and a
large portion of the children of the colony, of a spitable age,
were kept in them constantly. The governor encouraged this
plan, not only on account of the health of the children, but be-
canse great care was taken to teach nothing but what the
childten ought to learn. @ art of rezding may be made an
instrument of evil, as well as of good; and if a people imbibe
falso principles—if they are tanght, for instance, that this or
that religicus sect should be tolerated, or the reverse, becanse it
was most or least in conformity with certain political instita-
tutions, thus rendering an institutton of God's subserviont to the
institution of men, instead of making the Iast subservient to the

first—why, the less they know of letters the better. Every'

thing false was carefully avoided, and, with no great pretensions
in the way of acquisitions, the achools of the peak were made

to be useful, and at least innccent, One thing the governor !

strietly eujoined, and that was to teach these young creatures :

that they were fallible beings, carefully avoiding the modern

faltacy of supposing that an infallible whole could be formed of

fallible parts.

Such is-adf outline of the condition of the colony at the period
which we have now reached. Every thing appeared to be go-
ing on well. The Henlopen srrived, discharged, loaded, and
went out again, carrying with her the last barrel of oil in the
bight. The whalers had a jubilee, for their adventures made
large returns, and the business was carried on with renewed
spirit. In a word, the colony had reached a point where every
interest was said to be prosperons—a state of things with com-

munities, a8 with individuals, when they are, perhaps, in the -

greatest dangor of meeting with reverses, by meanas of their own
abusen :
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CHAPTER XXVL

& Oroel of heart, and strong of arm,
Prond in Ws sport, and keen for epotl,
He little reck’d of good or harm,
Flerce both 16 mirth and toll;
Yot llke n dog, could fawn, If noad thers were;
Bpeak nillly when he would, or ook in fear™
Dara.—Tnr Brooawzmm,

Arren the visitation, the governor passed a week at the peak,
with Bridget and his children, It was the habit of the wife to
divide her time between the two dwellings; though Mark was
30 necessary to her as a companion, intellectually, and she was
#0 necessary to Mark for the same reason, that they were never
very long separated. Bridget was all heart, and she bad the
eweetest temper imaginable—two qualities that endeared her
to her husbhand far more than her besuty. Her wishes wero
centred in her little family, though her kindress and benevo-
lence could extend themselves to sll around her. Anne she
loved e a sister and as a friend; but it would not have been
imposaible for Bridget to be happy, bad her fortune been cast
on the reef with no one else but Mark and her two little onea,

The peak, proper, had got to be a sort of public promenade
for sli who dwelt near it. Here the governor, in particulsr,
was much accustomed to walk, early in the day, before the sun
got to be too warm, and to look out upon the oeean as he pos-
dered on his several dutiea, The apot had always been pleas-
ant, on.account of the beauty aand extent of the view: but a
new interest was given to it since the commencement of the
whaling operations in the neighborhood. Often had Bridget
sud Anne gone there to see a whale taken; it being no uncom-
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mon thing for one of the boys to come shouting down from the
pesk, with the cry of s fish-—a fish I It was by no means a
rare occurrence for the shore-boats to {ake whales immediately
beneath the cliffs, and the vessels could frequeantly be seen to
windward, working up to their game. Al this movement gave
life and variety to the scene, and contributed largely to the
spot’s becoming & favorite place of resort. The very momning
of the day that he intended {o cross over to the reef, on his re-
turn from the * progress,” the governor and his wife ascended fo
the peak just as the sun was rising. The moming was petfectly
lovely ; and never had the hearts of our married couple expand-
ed more in love to their fellows, or been more profoundly filled
with gratitude to God for all his goodness to them, than at that
moment, Young Mark held by his mother’s hand, while the
father led his little daughter. This was the way they were ac-
customed to divide themselves in their daily excursions, it prob-

sbly appearing to each parent that the child thus led was a.

miniature image of the other. On that morning, the governor
aod Bridget were talking of the bounties that Providence had
bestowed on them, and of the numberless delights of their
situation. @)nndance reigned on every side; in addition to
the productions of the island, in themselves so smple and gen-
erous, commerce had brought its acquisitions, and, as yet, trade
occupted the place a wise discrimination would give it Al
such interests are cxcellent as incidents in the great scheme of

human happiness, but woe betide the people among whom

they get to be principals/ Asthe man who lives only to ac-
cumulate, is certain to have all his nobler and better feelings
blunted by the grasping of cupidity, and to lose sight of the

great objects of his existence, so do whele communities degene-:

rate into masses of corraption, venality, and cupidity, when they
set up the idol of commerce to worship ia lieu of the everliving
(od. So far from denoting a healthful prosperity, as i& too apt
to be supposed, no worse sigus of the condition of 2 people can
be given, than when all other interests are made to yield to

those of the mere money-getting sort. Among our colanists,
663
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a3 yet, commerce occupied its proper place; it was only an
focident in their atate of society, and it was so regarded. Men
did not search for every means of increasing it, whether its
fruita were wanted or not, or live in a constant fever about its
results. ‘The articles brought in were all necessary to the com-
fort and civilization of the secttloments, and those taken away
were obtained by means of & healthfu] indus

As they ascended the height, following an easy path that led
to the summit, the governor and his wife conversed about the
late visitation, and of what each had seen that was striking and
worthy of comment. Mark had a council to consult, in matters
of state, but most did he love to compare opinions with the
sweet, matrouly young creature at his side. Dridget was so
true i sl her feelings, so just in her inferences, and so kindly
disposed, that a better coursellor could not have been found at
the elbow of one entrusted with power.

«J am more uneasy on the subject of religion than on any
other,” observed the governor, as he helped his little compan-
ion up & difficult part of the ascent. * While out, I took great
pains to sound the pecple on the subject, and I found a much
greater variety of opinions, or rather of feelings, among them
than I cculd have believed possible, after the quict time we
have hitherto had.”

“ After all, religion is, and ought to he, more a matter of
feeling than of reason, Mark,

¢ That is true, in one scnse, certam!y ; but it should be feel-
ing eubject to prudence and diseretion.”

‘Every thing should be subject to those two qualities,
though so very few are. I have all along known that the min-
istrations of Mr, Hornblower were only tolerated by 8 good
number of oor people.  You, as an Episcopalian, have not been
go much in the way of observing this, for others have been
guarded before you; but my family is known not to have becn
of that sect, and I have been treated more frankly,”

i* And yon have mot let me know this important fact, Brid-
get I said the governor, a little reproachfully.
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“ Why should T have added to your other cares, by heaping
this on your shoulder, dear Mark$ The thing counld not easily
be prevented ; thongh I may sa well tell you, now, what can-
not much longer be kept a secret—the Healopen will bring a2
Methodist and a Presbyterian clergyman in her, this voyage, if
any be found willing to emigrate; snd I have heard, lately,
that Friends expect a preacher.”

“The law against the admission of an immigrant, without
the consent of the governor sud council, is very clear and pre-
cise,” answered the husband, looking grave.

¢ That may be true, my love, but it would hardly do to tel
the people they are not to worship God in the manner that may
best satisfy their own consciences.”

“It is extraordinary that, as there is but one God, and one
Saviour, there should be more than one mode of worshipping
them |”

“ Not at sll extraordinary, my dear Mark, when you come
to consider the great divemsity of opinion which exists among
men in other matters, But Mr. Hornblower has a fault, which
is & very great fault in one situated as he is, without a com-
petitor in the fie.d. He lays too much stress on his particnlar
mission § ialking too much, snd preaching too much of his
apostolic suthority, as a divine.”

“Mcen should never blink the truth, Bridget; and least of
all, in a matter as grave as religion,”

¢ Quite right, Mark, when it is necessary to say any thing
on the szbject at all. DBut, after all, the apostolic succession
is but 8 means, and if the end be attainable without dwelling
on these means, it seems to me to be better not to, conflict
with the prejudices of those we wish to influence. Remember
that there are not fifty real Episcopalians in all this colony,
where there is only one clergyman, and he of that sect.”

* Very true ; but Mr. Iornblower naturaily wishes to mike
them all churchmen,” .

“It really seems to me that he ought to be content with
mnking them all Christiana,"
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‘* Perhaps ho thinks the two identical—nocessary to each
other,”” added ths governor, smiling on his charming young
wife, who, in her own person, had quietly consented to the
priestly contro! of her husband’s clergyman, though but half
converted to the peculiar distinctions of his sect, herseld,

* He shonld remember, more especially in his situation, that
others may uot be of the same way of thinking, Very fow
persons, I believe, inquire into the reasons of what they have
been taught on the subject of religion, but take things as they
find them,”

“ And here they find an Episcopalian, and they ought to re-
ceive him confidingly.”

¢ That might do with children, but most of oar people came
here with their opinions formed. I wish Mr, Homblower were
less set in his opinions, for I am content to be an Episcopalian
with you, my dear hushand ; certsin, if the authority be not
absolutely necessary, it can, at least, do no harm.” .

This ended the conversation at that time, for just then the
party reached the peak. Little, however, did the governor or
his pretty wife imagine how much the futare was connected
with the interest of which they had juat been spesaking, or
dream of the form in which the serpeut of old was about to
visit this Eden of modern times, Bui occurrences of another
character almost immediately attracted their attention, and
absorbed all the care and energy of the colony for some time.
Scarcely was the party on the peak, when the keen, lively eyes
of the younger Bridget caught sight of a strange sail, and
presently another and another came into view. In a word, no
less than three vessels were in sight, the first that had ever been
scea in those seas, with the exception of the regular and weli-
known craft of the colony. These strangers were a ship and
two brigs—evidently vesaels of some siZe, particularly the first—
and they were consorts, keeping in company, and sailing in a
sort of line, which wou'd seem to dencte more of order and
concert than it was usaal to find among merchantrmen. They
were all on a wind, standing to the sonthward and eastward,
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and were now, when first seen, fairly within the strait between
the peak and the group, unquestiongbly in full eight of both,
and distant from esch some five or six leagues. With the wind
a3 it was, nothing would have been easier for them all, than to
fetch far enough {0 windward to pass directly beneath the west-
crn cliffs, and, conseqnently, direetly in front of the cove.
Luckily, there were several Jads on the peak, early as was the
Liour, who had ascended in quest of the berries of certain plants
that flonrished there. The governor imstantly despatched ome
of these lads with a note to Heaton, written in pencil, in
which he desired that functionsry to send a messcnger down
to the cove, to prevent any of the fishermen from going
out; it being the practice of many of the boys to fish in the
shade of the cliffs, to leeward, ere the sun rose high encugh to
make the heat oppressive. Hitherto, the existence of tha cove,
as it was belivved, remained uonknown even to the Kaunakas,
and a stringent order existed, that no boat should ever enter it
30 long as craft were in sight which might have auy of thoso
men on board it. Indeed, the whols peak was just as much a
place of mystery, to all but the colonists, as it was the day
when Waally and his followers wero driven sway by their su-
perstitious dread,
Having taken this precantion, and kept tho other lads to send
down with any further message he might deemn necessary, the
governor now gave all his sttention to the strangerm. A coaplo
"of glasses were always kept on the peak, and the best of these
was soor in his hand, and levelled at the ship, Dridget stood
st hor husband’s side, eager to hear his opinion, but waiting
with woman’s patience for the moment it might be given with
safety, At length that instant came, and the halfterrfiied wife
questioned the hushand on the subject of his discoveries.
“'What is it, Mark "’ said Bridget, almost afrsid of the an-
swer ahe was so desirons of obtaiging. **Is it the Rancocuai”
«If the Rancocas, love, be certain she would not be coming
hither. The ship is of some size, and appears to be srmed ;
though I cannot make out her nation,”
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It is not surprising that she should be amned, Mark. Yonm
know that the papers Captain Saunders brought us were filled
with accounts of battles fought in Earope.”

It is very true that the whole world is in arms, though that
does not explain the singulur appearanca of thess three vessels,
in this remote corner of the earth, It is possible they may be
discovery ships, for wars do not siways put a stop to such en-
terprises. They appear to be steering for the peak, which is some
proof that they do not know of the existonce of the settlements
in the group. There they might anchor; but here, they caunot
without entering the cove, of whieh they ean know nothing.”

“ If discovery vessels, would they not paturally come first to
the peak, as the most striking object ¥’

* In that you are probably right, Bridget, though I think the
commodore would be apt to divide his force, having three
ships, and send one, at least, toward the group, even if be came
hither with the others. No nation but England, however,
would be likely to have vessels of that character out, in such a
war, and these do not look like English craft, at all. Besides,
we should have heard something of such an expedition, by
means of the papers, were there ons out. It would be bad
enough to be visited by explorers; yeot I fear these are worse
than explorers,”

Bridget very well understood her husband’s apprehensions on
he subject of exploring parties. As yet, the colouy had got on
very well, without having the question of nationality called into
the account; but it had now becorme so far important as, in
asmall way, to be & nursery for seamen; and there was much
reason to fear that the ruthless policy of tho atrong would, ia
the event of a discovery, maka it share the usual fortunes of the
weak. It was on account of this dread of foreign interference,
that po much pains had been taken to conceal the history and
state of the little communityy,the strongest inducements being
placed before all the seamen who went to Europe, to be discreet
and silent. As for the Kannakas, they did not know enough
te be very dangerous, and could not, at all, give any accurate
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iden of the position of the islands, had they been betier ac
quainted than they were with their relation to other communi-
ties, and desirous of betraying them,

The governor now sent another note down to Heatoo, with a

* request that orders might be forwarded along the cliffs for
every one to keep out of sight, 2s well as directions that caro
gheuld be taken not to let any smoke even be seen to rise from
the plain. This messago was speedily followed by snother,
directing that all the men should be assembled, and the wsual
preparations made for defence, He aldo asked if it were not
possible to send s whale-boat cut, by keeping immedistely no-
der the cliffs, and going well to windward, in snch a manner as
{o get & communication across to the reef, in order to put the
people on their guard in that querter. One or two whale-
boats were always in the cove, and there were several crews of
capital oarsmen among the poople of the peak.  If such a boat
could be prepared, it was to be held in readiness, 2s the gover-
nor himself might deem it expedient to cross the strait,

Al this time the strange vessels were not idle, but drew
nearer to the peak, at a swift rate of sailing. It was not nsual
for mere merchantmen to be as weatherly, or to make as much
way throngh the water, a8 did all these craft. On accoent of
the great elevation st which the governor stood, they appeared
small, but he was too much accustomed to his sitnation not to
know how {o make the necessary sllowances. After examin-
ing her well, when she was within a league of the cliffs, he
came to the opinion that the ship was a vessel of about six
hundred tons, and that she was both armed and strougly
manned, So far as he could judge, by the bird's-eye view he
got, he fancied she was even frigate-built, and had & regular
gun-deck. In that age such eraft were very common, aloops
of war having that comstruction quite as often as that of the
more modern deep-waisted vesrel.  As for the brigs, they were
much smaller than their consort, being of less than two hun-
dred tons each, apparently, but. slso armed and strongly man-
ned. The armaments were now casily to be aeen, as indeed
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were the crews, each and all the veasels showing a great many
men aloft, to shorten rail as they drew nearer to the island,

One thing gave the governor grest satisfaction. The stran-
gers headed well up, as if disposed to pass to windward of the
cliffs, from which he inferred that none or board them knew”
any thing of the existence or position of the cove. So much
care had been taken, indeed, to conceal this spot from even tho
Kannakas, that no great apprehension existed of its being
known to any beyond the circle of the regular colonists. As
the ship drew still nearer, and came more under the cliffs, the
governor was enabled to get a better view of her constrnction,
and of the patore of her armament. That she was frigate-built
was unow certain, and the strength of her crew became still
more evideut, as the men were employed in shortening and
making sail almost immediately under his eye,

Great care was taken that no ome shonld be visible on the
peak.  Of the whole island, that was the only spol where
there was much danger of a man’s being seen from the ocean;
for the fringe of wood had been religiously preserved all
around the chffs. DBat, with the exception of the single tres
already mentioned, the peak was entirely naked ; and, in that
clear atmosphere, the form of a mar might readily be distin-
guished even at a much greater elevation. - But the glasses
were levelled at the strangers from covers long before prepared
for that purpose, and no fear was entertained of the look-ont,
who had their instroctions, and well nuderstood the importance
of caation. :

At length the vessels got so near as to allow of the glasses
being pointed directly down upon the upper deck of the ship,
in particular. The strangers had a little difficulty in weather-
ing the northern extremity of the island, and they came much
cloger to the cliffs than they otherwise would, in order to do
g0, While endeavoring to ascertain the country of the ship,
by examining her people, the governor fancied he saw some
vatives on board her. At first, he supposed there might be
Kannakas, or Mowrees, smeong the crew; but a bettor look
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agsured him that the Indisns present were not acting in the
character of eailors at all. They appeared to be chiefs, and
chiefs in their war-dresses. This fact induced a still closer ex-
amination, until the governor belicved that he conld trace the
person of Waally among them. The distance itself was not
such as to render it difficult to recognize a form, or a face,
when assisted by the glass ; but the inverted position of all on
board the ship did make a view less certain than might other-
wiso have been the case. Siill the governor grew, at each in-
stant, more and more sssured that Waally was there, as indeed
he believed his son to be, also. By this time, one of the men
who knew the chief had come up to the peak, with a message
from Heaton, and he was of the game opinion as the governor,
after taking a good look throngh the best plass, Bridget, too
bad seen the formidable Waally, and she gave it as her opinion
that he was certainly on board the ship. This was cousidered
as & most important discovery. If Waally were there, it was
for no purpose that was friendly to the colonists. The grudge
he owed the last was enduring and deadly. Nothing bat the
strong arm of power could suppress its outbreskings, or had
kept him in subjection, for the last five years, Of late, the
intercourse between the two groups had not been great; and it
was now several months since any craft had been across to
Oorcony’s islands, from the reef, There had been sufficient
time, consequently, for great events to have been plauned and
execated, and yet that the colonists should know nothing of
them. :

Bat it was impossible to penetrate further into this singular
mystery, po long ss the straugers kept off the Iand. This they
did, of course, the thres vessels passing to windward of the
pesk, in a line shead, going to the southward, snd standing
along the cliffs on an easy bowline, The governor now sent &
whale-boat out of the cove, under her sails, with orders to stand
directly across to the reef, carrying the tidings, ard bearing a
letter of instructions to Pennock aud euch members of the
council as might be present. The letter was short, but it rather
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sssumed the prebability of hostilitics, while it admitted {hat
there was a doubt of the issue. . A good look-out was to be
kept, at all events, and the forces of the colony were to be as-
sembled. The governor promised to eross, himself, as soon as
the strangers quitted the neighborhood of the peak

In the meantime Heaten mounted a horse, and kept com-~
pany with the squadron as it circled the island. From time to
time he sent messages to the governor, in order to let him
know the movements of the strangers. While this was going
on the men were all called in from their several occupations,
and the prescribed arrangements were made for defence. Asa
circuit of the island required several hours, there was time for
every thing; and the whale-boat was fairly out of sight from
even the peak, when Heaton despatched a messenger to say
that the squadron had reached the southern extremity of the
island, and was standing off south-east, evidently steering toward
the voleano, :

Doubts now began to be felt whether the colonists would see
any thing more of the strangers. It was natural that navigators
should examine unknown islands, cursorily at least; but it did
not foliow that, if trade was their object, they should delay their
voyage in order to push their inveatigations beyond a very
moderate limit. Had it not been for the undoubted presence
of savages in the ship, and the strong probability that Waally
was ono of them, the governor would now have had hopes that
he had seen the last of his visitors. Nevertheless, there was
the chance that these vessels would run down to Rancocus
Island, where not only might a landing be easily effected, but
where the mills, the brick-yards, and indeed the principal clus-
ter of houses, were sll plainly to be seen from the offing. No
sooner was it certain, therefore, that the strangers bad stood
away to the southward and eastward, than auother boat was
sent across to let the millers, brick-makers, stone-quarriers, and
lumbermen know that they might receive gnests who would
require much discretion in iheir reception,

The great policy of secracy was obviously in serious danger
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of being defeated. How the existence of the colony was to be
concealed, shonid the vessels remain any time in the group, it
was not easy to sce; and that advantage the governor and Hea-
ton, both of whom attached the highest importance to it, were
now nearly ready to abandon in despair.  Still, neither thought
of yielding cven this policy until the last moment, and circum-
stances rendered it indispensable; for so much reflection had
been bestowed on that, as well as on every other interest of the
colony, that it was not easy to unsettle any part of their plans—
in the opinion of its rulers, at least.

A sharp look-out for the aquadron was kept, not only from
the peak, but from the southern end of the cliffs, all that day.
The vessels were seen until they were quite near to the voleano,
when their sudden disappesarance was ascribed to the cireum-
stance of their shortening sail. Perhaps they anchored, This
could only be conjecture, howaver, a3 no boat could be trusted
out to watch them, near by. Although there was no anchorage
near the pesk, it was possible for a vessel to endhor apywhere
in the vicinity of the volcano. The islsud of Vulcan's Peak
appears to have been projected upward, out of the depths of
the ocear, in one solid, perpendicular wall, leaving ne shallow
water near it; but as respects the other islands, the coast
shoaled gradually in most places; though the eastern edge of
the group was an exception to the rnle. Sti), vessels could
anchor in any or all the coves and roadsteads of the group; anit
thers the holding gronnd was unusually good, being commonly
mud and sand, and theee without rocks,

The remainder of the day, and the whole of the succeeding
night, were passed with much anxiety by the governer and his
friends, Time was given to receive an answer to the messages
sent across to the reef, but nothing was seen of the strangers,
when day returned. The boat that came in from the reef re-
ported that the coast was clear to the northward. Tt also
bronght & letter, stating that notices had been sent to all the
different settloments, and that the Anne had asailed to windward,
to call in al! the fishermen, and to go off to the neavest whaling-
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ground, in order to communicate the state of things in the
colony to Captain Betts and his companions, who were out.
The Dragon and the Jonss, when last heard from, were cruising
only about & hundred miles to windward of the group, and-it
was thought important, on various sccounts, that they shomid
be at onee apprised of the arrival of the strangers,

The governor was perfectly satisfied with the report of what
had been done, and this so much the more becanse if superseded
the necessity of his guitting the peak, just st the moment.
The elevation of the mountain was of so much nse as a look-out,
that it was every way desirable to profit by it, until the time
for observing was passed, and that for action had eucceeded in
its stead, Of course, some trusty person was kept constantly
on the peak, looking out for the strangers, though the day
passed without one of them being seen. Early next morming,
aowever, 8 whale-boat arrived from Rancocus, with four stout
oarsmen in it. They bad left the station after dark, and had
been pelling up against the trades most of the intervening time.
The news they brought was not only alarmiag, but it occasioned
a great deal of surprise.

It seemed that the thres strange vessels appeared off the
point, st Rancocus Island, early on the morning of the praced-
ing day. It was supposed that they héd run across from the
voleano in the darkness, after having been lost sight of from the
peak. Much prudence was observed by the colonists, as soon
a8 light let them into the secret of their having snch unknown
seighbors, Bigelow happening to be there, aud being now a
man of & good deal of consideration with his fellow-citizens, he
assumed the direction of matters. All the women and children
ascended into the mountaius, where socret places had fong been
provided for such an emergency, by clearing out and rendering
two or three caves habitable, and where food and water were st
hand. Thither most of the light articles of valus were also traus-
ported. Luckily, Bigelow had caused all the saws at the mill to
be taken down and secreted. |X saw was an srticle not to be
replaced, short of a voyage to Europe, even; for in that day
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saws were not manufactured in America; nor, indeed, was
scarcely any thing éI587

Whern he had given his directions, Bigelow went alone to
tae point, to meet the strangers, who had anchored their vessels,
and had landed in considerable force. On approsching the
place, ke found about 8 hundred men ashore, all well amned,
and seemingly governed by a sort of military suthority, On
presenting himself before this party, Bigelow was seized and
taken to its leader, who was a sea-faring man, by his appear-
ance, of a fierce aspect and most severe disposition, This man
could speak no English, Bigelow tried him in Spanish, but
could get no answer out of him in that tosgue either; though
he suspected that what he said was understood. At length,
one was brought forward who eould speak English, and that so
well as to leave little doubt in Bigelow's mind about the
stranger’s being either an Englishman or an American, Com-
munications botween the parties were commenced through this
interpreter.

Bigelow was closely questioned touching the number of peo-
ple in the different islands, the number of vessels they pos-
sessed, the present sitastion and employments of those vessels,
the nature of their cargoes, the places where the property
transported in the vessels was kept, and, in short, every thing
that bore directly on the wealth and movable possessions of the
people. From the nalure of these questions, as well a3 from the
appearance of the strangers, Bigelow had, at once, taken up the
noticn that they were pirates. In the eastern eeas, piracies
were often commifted on a lsrge scale, and there was nothing
violent in this smpposition. The ngitated state of the world,
moreover, rendered piracies much more likely to go unpau-
ished then thau would be the case fo-day, and it was well -
krown that several vessels often crnised together, when engaged
in thess lawless pursuits, in those distant quarters of the world,
Then the men were evidently of different races, though Bigelow
waa of opinion that most of them came from the East Indies,
the coasts, or the islands, The officers were mostly Europeans
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by birth, or the descendants of Europeans; but two-thirds of
the people whom he saw were persons of emstern extractiom ;
some appeared to be Lascars, snd others what sailors call
Chinamen,

Bigelow was very guarded in his answers; se much so, in.
deed, as to give great dissatisfaction to his interrogators.
Abont the peak he assumed an air of great mystery, and said
none but birds conld get on it; thunder was sometimes heard
coming out of ifs cliffs, but man could not get ap to see what
the place contained.  This account was received with marked
interest, and, to Bigelow's surprise, it did not appear to awaken
the distrust he had secretly apprehended it might. On the
contrary, he was asked to repeat his account, and all who heard
it, though a good deal embellished this time, appeared disposed
to believe what he said. Euncouraged by this snccess, the poor
fellow undertook to mystify a little concerning the reef; but
here he soon found himself met with plamp denisls. In order
to convince him that deception would be of no use, he was now
taken a short distance and confronted with Waally 1

Bigelow no socner saw the dark countenance of the chief,
than he knew he was in bad hands. From that mowment, he
absudoned all atlempts at concealment, the condition of the
peak excepted, and had recourse to an opposite policy. He
now exaggerated every thing; the number and force of the
vessels, giving & long list of names that were accurate enough,
though the fact was concealed that they mostly belonged to
boats; and swelling the foree of the colony to something more
than two thousand fighting men, The piratical commander,
whe went by the name of *“the admiral” ameng his followers,
was a good deal startled by this information, appealing to
" Waally to know whether it might be rclied on for trath, Waal-
1y could not say yes or no to this question. He had heard that
the colonists were much more nemerous than they were former-
ly; but how many fighting men they could now muster was
more than ke could eay. He knew that they were encrmously
rich, and among other articles of value, possessed materiala
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sufficient for fitting ont 2a many ships as they pleased. It was
this last information that had brought the strangers to the
group; for they were greatly in want of naval stores of almost
all sorts.

The admiral did not deem it necessary to push his jnquiries
any further at that moment; apparently, he did not expect to
find much at Rancocus Island, Waally having, most probably,
let him into the secret of its uses, The houses and mills were
visited and plondered ; a fow hogs and one steer were shot;
but luckily, most of the animals had been driven into a retired
valley. The saw-mill was set on fire in pure wantonness, and
it was burned to the ground. A new grist-mill escaped, merely
because its position was not known. A great deal of injary
was inflicted on the settlewent merely for the love of mischief,
and a brick-kiln waa actually blown ap in order to enjoy the
fun of seeing the bricke scattered in the air. Ia short, the
place was almost destroyed in one sense, though no attempt
was made to injure Bigelow. On the contrary, he was searcely
watched, and it was no sconer dark than he collectad & crew,
got into his own whale-boat, and'came to windward to report
what was going on to the governor,
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CHATPTER XXVIL

AN gone! s onrs the geodly land—
Look ronnd—the heritage behold;
Qo forth—upon the mountaina stand ;
Then, if ye can, be cold™
Srxiaoa

Lrrrix doubt remained in the mind of the governor, after Lie
had heard and weighed the whole of Bigelow's story, that he
bad to deal with one of those piratical squadrons that formerly
infested the eastern seas—a sort of successor of the old buccan-
eers, The men engaged in such pursuita were usually of differ-
ent nations, and they were always of the most desperato and
ruthless characters, The fact that Waally was with this party
mdicated pretty plainly the manner in which they bad heard of
the colony, and, out of all guestion, that truculent chief had
made his own bargain to come in for a share of the profita,

It was highly probable that the original object of these free-
booters had been to plander the pearl-fishing vessels, and
hearing at their haunts of Betto's group, they had found their
way scross to it, where, meeting with Waally, they bad been
incited to their present enterprise.

Little apprehension was felt for the peak. A vessel might
hover about it a month, aud never find the cove; and shonld
the pirates even make the discovery, auch were the natural ad-
vantages of the islanders, that the chances were as twenty to
one they would drive off their assailants. Under all the cir-
cumnstances, therefore, and on the most mature reflection, the
governor determined to cross over to the reef and assume the
charge of the defence of that most important pesition. Should
the reef fall into the hands of the enemy, it might require years
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to repair the loss; or, what would be atill more afflicting, the
freabootars might hold the place, and use it as & general rendez-
vous, in their nefarious pursuits. Accordingly, after taking a
most tender leave of hia wife and children, Governor Woolston
left the cove, in the course of the forenoon, crossing in a whale-
boat rigged with a sail  Bridget wished greatly to accompany
her husband, but to this the Iatter would on no account consent,
for he expected serious service, and thought it highly probabla
that most of the femalss would have to be sent over to the peak,
for security. Finding that her request could not be granted,
and fecling fully the propricty of her husband’s decision, Mrs,
‘Woolston so far commanded her feelings as to set a good exam-
ple to other wives, as became her station.

When sbhout mid-channel, the whale-boat made & sail coming
down before the wind, and apparently steering for South Cape
88 well as herself This turned out to be the Anne, which
had gons to windward to give the alarm to the fishermen, and
was now on her return, She had warned so many boats as to
be certain they would epread the notice, and she had spoken
the Dragon, which had gone in quest of the Jonas and the
Abraham, both of which were a few leagues to windward.
Csptain Betts, however, had come on board the Anne, and now
joined bis old friend, the governor, when about four leagues
frora the cape. :

Glad enough waa Mark Woolston to meet with the Anne,
and to find so good an assistant on board her, That schoon-
er, which was regular pilot-boat built, was the fastest craft
sbout the islands, and it was a great matter to put head-
quarters on board her, The Martha came next, and the whale-
boat was sent in to find that sloop, which was up at the reef,
and to order her out immediately to join the governor. Pen-
nock was the bighest in authority in the group after the gov-
crnor, and a letter was sent to him, spprising him of all that
was knowz, and exhorting him to vigilance and activity ; point-
ing out, somewhat in detail, the different steps he was to take,
in order that no time might be lost. This done, the governor

664 19
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stood in toward Whaling Bight, in order to ascertain the state
of things at that point

The alarmm had been given all over the groap, and when the
Anne reached her place of destioation, it was ascertained that
the men had been assembled under arms, and every precaution
taken, But Whaliog Bight was the great plaee of resort of the
Kannakas, and there were no leas than forty of thome men there
at that moment, engaged in trying out ¢il, or in fitiing crafi for
the fisheries. No one could say which side thase feliows wonld
take, should it &ppear that their proper chiefs were engaged
with the strangems; though, otherwise, the colonists contted on
their assistanco with a good desl of confidence. On all ordi-
nary occasions, a reasonably fair understanding existed between
the colonists and Kaunakas. - It is true, that the former were a
little too fond of getting as much work as possible, for rather
small compensations, ont of thess semi-savages; but ae articles
of small intriusic value still went a great way in these bargains,
no sertons difficulty had yet arisen out of the different transac-
tions. Bome parsons thought that the Kannskas had risen i
their demands, and put less value on a serap of old iron than
bad been their original way of thinking, now that so wasuy of
their countrymen had been back and forth a few timea, betwecn
the gronp and other parts of the world ;, a circnmstance that
was very naturally to be expectedﬁ the governor knew
mauokind too well not to understand all unequal associations
lead to discontent, Men may get to be so far accustomed to
inferior stations, and o their duties and feelings, as to consider
their condition the result of natural laws; ‘but the least taste of
Liberty begets a jealousy and distrust that commonly raises a
barrier between the master and servant, that bas a never-dying
tendency to keep them more or less aliensted in feeling, { When
the colonists begnn to cast about them, and to reflect on the
chances of their being snstained by these hirelings in the com-
ing strife, very few of them could be sufficiently assured that
the very men who had now eaten of their bread and salt, in
soine instances, for years, were to be relied on in a crisia, In-
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deed, the number of these Eannakas was a canse of serious em-
barrassment with the governor, when he came to reflect on hm
strength, and-on the means of employing it.

Fuily two hundred of the savages, or semi-savages, were at
that moment either scattered about among the farm-houses, or
working at the different places where shipping lay, or were cut
whaling to windward. - Now, the whole force of the colony,
eonfiving it to fighting-men, and including those who were ab-
sent, was just three hundred and sixty-three. Of these, three
hundred might, poesibly, on an emergeney, be drought to act
on any given point, leaving the remainder in garrisons. "But a
stragpling body 6f a hundred and fifty of these Kannakas, left
in the settiements, or on the reef, or abont the crater, while the
troops were gone to meet the enemy, presented no very pleas-
ing pictare to the mind of the governor. He saw the necessi-
ty of collecﬁng these men together, and of employing them ac-
tively in the service of the colony, ss the most effectual mode
of preventing their getding within the control of Waally. This
duty was confided to Bigelow, who was sent to the reef without
delay, taking with him all the Kannakss at Whaling -Bight,
with orders to put them on board the shipping at the reef—
schooners, sloops, lighters, efe., of which there were now, ordi-
narily, some eight or ten to be found there—and to carry them
all to windward ; uvsing the inner channels of the group, Here
was a twenty-four hours' job, and one that would not only keep
everybody quite basy, but which might have the effact to save
sl the property in the event of a visit to the reef by the pirates,
Bigelow was to call every Kannaka he saw to his assistance, in
the hope of thus getting most of them ont of harm’s way.

Notwithstanding this procedure, which denoted a wise die-
trust of theso Indian allies, the governor manifested a certain
degres of confidence toward s portion of them, that was proba-
bly just as discreet in another way, A part of the crew of every
vessel, with the exeepiion of those that went to the peak, was
composed of Kanuakas; aud no less than ten of them were
hebitually employed in the Aunne, which carried two whale
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Loata for emergencies. None of these men were sent away, or
wera in any manner taken from their customary employments,
So much confidence had the governor in his own anthority, and
in his power to infiucnce these particular individuals, that he
did not besitate about keceping them mnear himself, and, in a
measure, of entrusting the safety of his person to their eare. It is
true, that the Kannalkas of both the Anne and the Marths were
a sort of confidential seamen, having now been employed in the
colony several years, and got a taste for the habite of the settlers,

‘When sil his arrangements were made, the governor camo
out of Whaling Bight in the Anne, meeting Betts in the Mar-
tha off South Cape. Both vessels then stood down along the
shores of the group, keeping a bright look-out in the direction
of Rancocns Island, or towsrd the southward and westward.
Two or three smaller erafts were in company, each under the
direction of sore one on whom relinnce could be placed. The
old Neshamony had the hooor of being thus employed, among
others. The south-western angle of the gronp formed a long,
low point, or espe of rock, making a very tolerable roadstead
onm its north-western side, or to leeward, This cape was known
among the colonists by the name of Rancocus Nesdle, from the
circumstance that it pointed, with mathemntical precision, to
the island in queastion. Thus, it was a practice with the coasters
to run for the extremity of this cape, and then to stand away on
s due sonth-west course, certain of seeing the mountains for
which they were steering in the next few hours, Among those
who plied to and fro in this manner, were many who had no
very accurate usoticns of navigation, and to them, this simple
process was found to be quite useful.

Of Rancocus Needle, the governor had appointed & rendes-
vous for the whole of his little fleet. In coliecting these vessels,
six in all, including four boats, his object had not been reaist-
sncs—for the armaments of the whole amounted to but six
swivels, together with a few muskets—but vigilance. He was
confident that Waally would lead his new friends up toward the
wostern reads—the poiot where he had made all his own at-
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tacks, and where he was most scquainted—and the position une
der the Needle was the best station for observing the approach
of the strangers, coming, as they must, if they came at all, from
the south-wast.

The Anne was the first craft to arrive off the point of the
Needie, and she fournd the coast clear, As yet, no signs of in.
vaders were to be seen; and the Martha being within a very
convenient distance to the eastward, a signal was made to Cap
tain Betta to stand over toward the peak, and have a search in
that quarter. Should the strangers take it into their heada to
beat up under the cliffs again, and thence etrefch across to
the group, it would bring them in with the land to windward
of the observing squadron, and give them an advantage the gov-
ernor was very far from wishing them to obtain. The rest of
the craft came down to the place of rendezvous, and kept stand-
ing off and on, under short sail, close in with the rocks, so
a8 to keep in the smoothest of the water. Such was the state
of things when the sun went down in the ocean.

All night the little fleet of the colonists remained in the same
uncertainty as to the movements of their suspicious visitors.
About twelve the Martha came round the Needle, and reported
the coast clear to the southward, She had been quite to the
cove, and had communicated with the shore. Nothing had
been seen of the ship and her consorts since the governor left,
nor had any further tidings been brought up from to leeward,
since the arrlval of Bigelow. On receiving this ieformation,
the governor ordered his command to run off, in diverging lines,
for seven leagnes each, and then to wait for day. This was
accordingly done; the Anne and Martha, as a matter of course,
outstripping the othem. At the ususl hoar, day reappeared,
when the look-out aloft, on board the Aune, reported the Mar-
tha about two leagnes to the northward, the Neshamony about
a3 far to the southward, though a league farther to windward.
The other craft were known to be to the northward of the Mar-
tha, but could not be seen. As for the Neshamony, she was
coming down with a flowing sheet to speak the govemor.
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Tho aon had fairly risen when the Neshamony eame down on
the Anne's weatherquarter, both craft then standing to the
northward. The Neshamony had seen nothing. The governor
now directed ber commander to stand directly down toward
Rancocus Jeland, If she saw nothing, she was to go in and
land, in order to geot the news from the people ashore, Unless
the information obtsined in this way was of a nature that de-
manded a different course, she was to beat up to the voleano,
reconnoitre there, then stand across to the cove, and go in;
whence she was to sail for the reef, unless she could hear of the
governor st some other point, when she was to make the best
of her way to Aim.

The Aone now made sail toward the Martha, which sloop
was standing to the morthward, rather edging from the group,
noder short canvas. No land was in sight, though its haze
could be' discovered ali along the eastern board, where the
«group was known to lie ; but neither the peak, nor the voleano,
nor Rancocus heights could now bo seen from the vessels.
About ten the governor spoke Captain Betts, to ask the news.
The Martha bad seen nothing; and, shortly after, the three
boata t{o the northward joined, snd made the same report.
Nothing had been seen of the etrangers, who seemed, most
uracconntably, to be suddenly lost]

This yneertainty rendered all the more reflecting portion of
the colonists exceedingly uneasy, Should the pirates get into
the group by either of its weather chaunels, they would not
only find all the property and. vessels that -had been taken in
that direction at their mercy, but they would assail the settle-
menta in their weakest parts, render succor more difficalt, and
put themselves in a position whence it would be easiest to
approach or to svoid their foes, Any cve nnderstanding the
place, its facilities for attacking, or ita defences, would natarally
endeavor to enter the group as well to windward as possible;
but Waally had never attempted any thing of the sort; and, as
he knew little of the inner passages, it was not probable he
bad thought of suggesting & course different from his own to
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his new friends. The very circumstance that he had always
approached by the same route, was against it; for, if his.
sagncity had not pointed out a preferable course for himaelf, it -
was not to be expected it would do it for others. 8till, it waa
not unressonable to suppose that practised. scamen might eee
the advaniages which the savage had overlooked, and s very
serious apprehension srose in the minds of the governor and
Betts, in particular, touching this point. All that cpuld be
done, however, was to despatch two of the boats, with orders
to -enter the grouwp by the northern road, and proceed. ss far
ag the reef. 'The third boat was left to craise off the Needle,
in order to communicate with any thing that should go to that
place of rendezvous with a report, and at the same time, to
Leep a look-out for the pirates. 'With the person in charge of
this boat, was left the course to be ateered by those who weré
to search for the governor, as they arrived off the Needle, from
time to time.

The Anne and Martha bore up, in compary, as scon as these
atrangements were completed, it being the plan now to go and
look for the strangers, Once in view, the governor determined
not to lose sight of the pirates again, but to remain so mear
them, as to make sure of knowing what they were about. In
guch csses, a ciose look-out should alwaye be kept on the enemy,
since an advantage in time is gained by so doing, as well as A
great deal of utncortainty :and indecision avoided.

For sever hours the Anne and Martha stood towsrd Ranco-
cus Island; running off about two leagues from each other,
thereby “ spreading & clew,” as sailors call it, that would com-
mand the view of a good bit of water. The tops of the moun-
teing were soon seen, and by the end of the time mentioned,
most of the lower land became visible. Nevertheloss, the
strangers did not come in sight. Greatly at a loss how to pro-
cead, the governor now sent the Martha down for information,
with orders for her to beat up to the Needle as soon ss she
conld, the Anne intending to rendezvous there next morning,
agreeably to previous armangements. As the Martha went off
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before the wind, the Anne hauled up sharp toward the peak,
under the impression that something might have been seen of
“tho strangers from the high land there. About four in the
mornisg the Anne went into the cove, and the governor ascend-
ed to the plain to have am interview with Heaton. He found
every thing tranquil in that quarter. Nothing had been seen
of the strange squadron since it went ount of sight under the
voleano; nor had even the Neshamony come in, The gover-
nor's arrival was soon known, early as it was, and he had visits
from half the womten on the island, to inquire after their absent
husbands, Each wife was told all the governor knew, and this
short interconrse relieved the minda of & great many,

At eight the Anne sailed again, and at ten she had the
Needle in sight, with three boats off it, on the look-out, Lere,
then, were tidings af last; but the impatience of the govurnor
was restrained, to order to make ont the character of a saul that
had been secn coming down through the straits, under & cloud
of canvas, In a short time, this vessel was made out to be the
Abraham, and the Anne hauled up to get her news. 'The two
schooners spoke each other about twelve o’clock, but the Abra-
ham had no intelligence to impart. She had been sent, or
rather carried by Bigelow, out by the eastern passage, and had
stood along the whole of the weather side of the group, to give
potice to the whalers where to go; and she had notified the
two brigs to go in to windward, snd to remain in Weather
Bay, where all the rest of the dull crafts had been taken for
safety ; and then had come to leeward to look for the governor,
As the Abraham was barely a respectable sailer, it was not
deemed prudentto take hertoo near the sirangers; but she m.ght
sce how matters were situated to the eastward, By keeping
on the weather coast, and so near the land as not to be cut off
from it, she would be of particular service, since no enemy
could approach in that quarter without being seen, and Bige-
low's famiiiarity with the channels would enable him, not oxnly
to save his scheoner by running in, bat would put it in his
power to give notico throughout the whole group of the posi-
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tion and apparent intentions of the strangers. The Abraham,
accordingly, haaled by the wind, to beat back to her station,
while the Anne kept off for the Necdle.

At the rendesvous, the governor found most of his crafl
waiting for him. The Neshamony was etill behind ; bat all
the rest hiad executed their orders, and were standing off and
on, near the cape, ready to report. Nothing had been seen of
the strangers! It was cerisin they bad not approached the
group, for two of the boats had just come out of it, having left
the colonists busy with the preparations for defence, but totally
undisturbed in other respects. This information gave the
governor increased uneasiness, His hope of hearing from the
pirates, in time to be ready to meet them, now depended ou his
reports from to leeward. The Neshamony ought soon to be
in ; mor could it be long before the Martha would return. The
great pource of apprehension now came from & suspicion that
some of the Kaunakas might be acting as pilots, along with
Waslly, For Waally himself no great distrust was felt, eince
he had never been allowed to see much of the chaunels of the
group; but it was very different with the sca-going Kannakas,
who had been employed by the colonists, Some of these men
were familiar with all the windings and tarnings of the channels,
Eknew how much water could be tsken through a passage, and,
though not absoluntely safe pilots, perhaps, were men who might
ensble ekilful seamen to handle their vessels with iolerable
security within the islands, Should it turn out that one or two
of these fellows had undertaken to carry the strazgers up to
windward, and {o tske them into one of the passages in that
quarter of the gromp, they might be down upon the different
fortified points before they were expected, and sweep all before
them. It is true, this danger had been in a measore foreseen,
and persons had been sent to look out for it; but it never had
apponted so formidable to the governor, as now that he found
himself completely at fault where to look for his enemy. At
length, a prospeet of freeh reports sppeared, The Neshamony
was seen in the southern board, standing across from the pesk:
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and about the samo time the Martha was made ont in the
south-western, beating up from Rancocus Island direct. As the
first had been ordered to land, and had also been round by the
voleano, the Anne hauled up for her, the governor being im-
patieet to get her tidings first.  In balf an hoar, the two vessels
were alongside of each other. But the Neshamony had very
little that was new to tell! The pirates had remsined on the
islsnd but & short time after Bigelow and his companions got
away, doing all the damage they.could, however, in that brief
space, When they left, it was night, aud nothing very certain
could be told of their movements. 'When last seen, however,
they were on a wind, and hesding to the sonthward a little
westerly, which looked like beating up toward the velcano, the
trades now blowing due south-east. But .the Neshamony had
been quite ronnd the volcano, without obtaining a aight of the
strangers.  Thence she proceeded to the peak, where she ar-
tived only a few hours after the governor had eailed, going into
the cove and finding all guiet. Of course, the Martha could
have 1o more to say than this, if as mnch; and the governor
was once more left to the pain of deep suspense. As was ex-
pected, when Betts joined, he had nothing at all to tell. He
had been ashore at Rancocus Point, heard the complainia of
the people touching their losses, but had obtained no other tid-
ings of the wrong-doers, Unwilling to lose time, he staid but
an hour, and had been beating back to the rendezvous the rest
of the period of his absence. Was it possible that the stran-
gers had gone hack to Betto's group, sstisfied with the trifling
injuries they had inflicted ¥ This could hardiy be; yet it was
not easy to say where else they had been, . After a consultation
it was decided that the Martha should stand over in that direc-
tion, in the hope that she might pick ap some intelligence, by
meeting with fishing canoces that often came cut to a large
cluster of rocks that lay several leagunes to windward of the
territories of Qorcony and Waslly, Captaio Betts bad taken
his leave of the governor, and had actually got oz board his
own vensscl, in order to make sail, when a signal was seen fiying
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on hosrd one of the boats that was kept craising well out in the
straits, intimating that strange vessels were ssen to windward
Thia induced the governor to recall the Marths, snd the whole
of the look-out vessels stood off into the strsits.

In less than an hour all doubts were removed. 'There were
the strangers, sure enough, and, what was more, there was the
Abraham shead of them, pushing for Cape SBouth passage,
might and main ; for the straogers were on her heels, going
four feet to her three. It appeared, afterward, that the
pirstes, on qnitting Rancocus Tsland, hed stood off to the
southward until they reached to windward of the voleano, pass-
ing, however, a good bit to lesward of the island on their
first stretch, when, finding the peak just dipping, they tacked
to the northward and westward, and stood off toward the ordi-
nary whaling-ground of the colony, over which they swept in the
expectation of capturing the brigs. The pirates had no occe
casion for oil, which they probably would have destroyed.in
pure wantonness, but they were uch in want of naval stores—
cordage in particular—and the whaling gear of the two brigs
would have been very scceptable to them., While running in
for the group, after an unsuccessful search, they made the
Abraham, and gave chase, That schooner steered for the
straits, in the hope of finding the governor, but was so hard
pressed by her pursuers as to be glad to edge in for Cape South
roads, intending to enter the group, and run for the reef, if she
could do no better.

Luckily, the discovery of the look-ont boat prevented the ex-
ecution of the Abrsham’s project, which would have lec the
piratea directly up to the capital. But no sooner did the gov-
ernor see how things were situsted, than he boldly luffed up to-
ward the strangers, intending to divert them from the chase of
the Abraham ; or, at least, to separate them, in chase of him-
self In this design he was handsomely seconded by Betts, in
the Martha, who hauled his wind in the wake of the Anae,
and carried every thing that would draw, in order to keep his
station. This decision aud sbow of spirit had its effect. The
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two brigs, which were most to the southward, altered their course,
- and edged away for tho Anne and Martha, leaving the ship to
follow the Abraham alone, The governor was greatly rejoiced
at this, for he had a notion = vessel as large as the strange ship
would hesitate sboat entering the narrow waters, on account of
her draught, she being much larger than any craft that hal ever
been in before, as the Kannakas must know, and would not fail
to teport 1o the pirates. The governorsupposed this ship to be
a vessel of between six and seven hundred {ons measurement.
Her armament appesred to be twelve guns of a side below, and
some eight or ten gung on her quarter-deck and forecastle.
This was a formidable craft in those days, making, what was
called i the English service, an eight-and-twenty-gun frigate
—a class of cruisers that were then found to be very nseful, It
is true, that the first-class modern sloop of war would blow one
of those little frigates out of water, being several hundred tons
Inrger, with armaments, crews, and epars in proportion ; but an
cight-aud-twenty-gun frigate offered a very formidable forca to
a community like that of the crater, and no one knew it better
than the governor,

The three strangers all satled like witches. It was weil for
the Abraham that she had a port so close under her lee, or the
ship wonld have had her, beyond the smallest doubt. As it was
she caught it, as she ronnded the cape, as close in as ske conld
go, the frigate letting slip at her the whole of her starboard
broadside, which cut away the echooner's gaff, jib-siay, and
main-top-masts, besides killing a Kannaka, who was in the main-
cross-trees at the time. This last occurrence turned out to be
fortunate in the main, however, since it induced all the Kanna-
kas to believe that the strangers were their enemies, in partic-
ular; else why kill one of their number, when there were just
a8 many colonists as Kannakas to shoot at ]

As the governor expected, the ship did not venture to follow
the Abraham in. That particular passage, in fact, was utterly
anknown to Waally and those with bhim, and be could not give
sach an account of it as would encoursge the admiral to stand
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on, Determined not to loss time unnccessarily, the latter
hauled short off shore, and made sail in chase of the Anne and
Martha, which, by this time, were about mid-channel, heading
across to the peak, It was not the wish of the governor, how-
over, to lead the strangers any nearer to the cove than was nec-
esoary, and no sooper did he see the Abraham well within the
islands, her ssils coucealed by the trees, of which there was
now a little forest ou this part of the coast, and the ship draw-
ing well off the land in hot pursuit of himself, than he kept
awsy in the direction of Rancocus Island, bringing the wind on
his larboard qnarter, The strangers followed, and in half an
hour they were all so far to leeward of Cape Sonth, as to re-
mova any apprehension of their going in there very soon.

Thus far, the plan of the governor had seceeeded to admira-
tion. Me had his eremies in plain sight, within a league of
him, and in chase of his two fastest craft, The best sailing of
the Anne and Martha was or & wind, and, a3 a matter of course,
they could do better, comparatively, in smooth water than
larger craft.  No sooner, therefore, had he got his pursuers far
enough off the land, and far enough to leeward, than the pov-
emnor wore, or jibed would be the better word, runniog off
north-west, with the wind on his starboard quarter, This gave
the strangers a little the advantage, in one sense, though they
lost it in another. It brought them on hia weather-beam;
pretty well forward of it, too; but the Needle was directly
ahead of the schooner and sloop, and the governor foresaw that
his pursuers would have to keep off to double that, whick he
was reasonably certain of reaching first.

Every thing turned out as the governor saticipated. Tho
pirates had near a lesgue of water more to pass over, before they
could double the Necedle, than the Anne and the Martha had ;
and though these two crafts were obliged to haul ap closo to
the rocks, under a distant fire from all three of their pursuors,
no harm was done, and they were soon covered by the land,
and were close-hauled in smooth water, to leeward of the group.
Twenty minntes later, the strangers came round the cape, also,
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bearing up sharp, and followidg their chase. This was placing
the enemy just wherse the colonists could have wished. They
were now to leeward of every point in the settlements, looking
atp toward the roads, which cpened on the western passage, or
that best known to "Waally, and which he would be. most likely
to enter, should he attempt to pilot the strangers in. This was
getting the invaders precisely where the governor wished them
to be, if they were to attack him at all. They conld not reach
the reef in less than twenty-four hours, with their knowledge of
the channel ; would have to approach it in face of the heaviest
and strongest batteries, those provided for Waally ; and, if enc-
cessful in reaching the inner harbor, would enter it nnder the
fire of the long twelves mounted ou the crater, which waa,
rightly enough, deemed to be the citadel of the entire colony,
unless, indeed, tho peak might better deserve that name.
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CHAPTER XXVIOL

* It acares the soa-birds fromn thelr nests;
They dert and wheel with dealening screnms;
Now dark—and now their wings and breasts
Flash back am!id dlsstrons gleama
Q, sln! what hast thon done on this falr earth ¥
The world, O, rean ! 1s wailing o'er thy birth."
Dana,

Ir was the policy of the colonists to lead their pursuers di-
rectly up to the western roads. On the small island, under
which vessels were accustomed to anchor, was 2 dwelling or two
and a battery of two guns—nine-pounders, These guns were
to command the anchorage, The island lay directly in front of
the mouth of the passage, making a very beantiful harbor with-
in it; though the water was so smooth in the roads, and the
last were so much the most convenient for getting under way
in, that this more sheltered haven waa very little nsed. On the
present oceasion, however, all the colony craft beat up past the
island, and anchored inside of it. The crews were then landed,
and they repaired to the battery, which they foind ready for ser-
vice in consequence of orders previously sent.

Here, then, was the point where hostilities would be likely to
cornmence, should hostilities commence at all, One of the boata
was sent across to the nearest island inland, where a messenger
was landed, with directions to carry a letter to Pennock, af the
reef This messenger was compelled to walk about six miles,
the whole distance in a grove of young palms and bread-fruit
trees; great pains having been taken to cultivate both of these
plants throughout the group, in spots favorable to their growth.
After getting through the grove, the path came out on a plauta-
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tion, where a horse was kept for this especial object; and here
the man mounted and galioped off to the reef, soon finding him-
self amid a line of some of the most flourishing plantations in
the colony. Fortunately, however, as things then threatened,
these plantations were not on the main chanuel, but stood alonge
the margin of a passage which was deep enough to receive any
craft that floated, but which was a cul-de-sac, that could be en-
tered only from the eastward. Along the margin of the ship-
channel, there was not yet soil of the right quality for cultiva-
tion, though it was slowly forming, as the sande that lay thick
or the adjacent rocks received other substances by exposure to
the atmosphere, )

The Anne and her consorts had been anchored about an hour
when the strangers hove-to in the roads, distant about half a
mile from the battery. Hers they all hoisted white flags, as if
desirous of having & parley. The governor did not well know
how to act. He could not tell whether or not it would do to
trast such men; and he as little Jiked fo place Betts, or any
other confidential friend, in their power, 83 he did to place him-
self there, Nevertheless, prudence required that some notice
should be taken of the flag of truce; and he determined to go
off a short distance from the shore in one of his own boats, and
hoist & white flag, which would be as much as to say that he
was waiting there to receive any communication that the stran-
gers might choose to send him,

It was not long after the governor’s boat had reached her
station, which was fairly within the short range of the two guns
in the battery, ere a boat shoved off from the ship, showing the
white flag too. In a few minutes the two boats were within the
lengths of each other's oars, riling peacefully side by side.

On board the stranger's boat, in sddition to the six men who
were 2t the oars, were threc persons in the stern-sheets. One
of these men, a8 was afterward ascertained, was the admiral
bimscH ; a second was an interpreter, who spoke English with
a foreign accent, but otherwise perfectly well; and the tlird
wos Do other than Waally! The governor thought a fierce sat
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isfaction was gleaming in the countenaunce of the savage when
they met, though the latter said nothing. The interpreter
opened the communications.

“Is any one in that boat,” demanded this person, ¢ who is
empowered to speak for the authorities ashore 1"

+ There is,” auswered the governor, who did not deem it
wise, nevertheless, exactly to proclaim his rank. I have full
powerd, being directly authorized by the chief magistrate of this
colony.”

“To what nation does yoor colony belong 1"’

This was an awkward question, and one that had not been at
all anticipsted, and which the governor was not fully prepared
to answer.

* Before interrogatories are thus put, it might be as well for
me to know by what authority I am questioned st all,” return-
ed Mr, Woolston, “ What are the vessels which have anchored
in our waters, and uwader what flag do they sail ¥

s A man-of-war never answers s hail, unleas it comes from an-
other man-of-war,” apswered the interpreter, smiling.

* Do you, then, claim to be vessels of wari"

“If compelled to use our fores, yon will find us so, We
have not come here to answer questions, however, but to ask
them, Does your colony claim te belong to any particular na-
tion, or not ¥’ '

“'We are all natives of the United States of Amenca, and
our vessels sail under her flag.”

‘* The United States of America]” repested the interpreter,
vith an ill-concealed expression of contempt.  There is good
picking among the vesscls of that pation, as the great Earopean
belligerents well know ; and while so many are profiting by it,
we may as well come in for our share.”

It may be neceseary to remind a portion of our readers, that
this dialogue oceurred more thsn forty years ago, and long be-
fore the republic sent out its flests and srmies to conquer adja-
cent states; when, indeed, it had scarce = fleet and army to

protect its own coasts and frontiers from insults and depreda-
665
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tions. It is said that when the late Emperor uf Aunstria, tha
good and Lind-hearted Francis IL., was shown the ruins of the
little castle of Hapsburg, which is still to be seen crowning a
low beight, in the canton of Aarraw, Switzerland, he observed,
“] now see that we have not always been a great family.”*
The governor cared very little for the fling at his native land,
but he did not relish tho sneer, as it indicated the treatment
lixely to be bestowed on his adopted country. 8Siill, the
case was not o be remedied except by the use of the means
slready provided, should his visitors see fit to resort to force,

A desultory conversstion now ensued, in which the strangera
pretty plainly let their designs be seen, In the firat place they
demanded a sarrender of all the craft belonging to the colony,
big and little, together with all the naval stores. This cordi-
tion complied with, the strangers intimated that it was possible
their conquests would not be pushed mueh further. Of provi.
sions, they stood in need of pork, and they understood that the
colony had hogs without number. - If they would bring down
to the island a hundred fat hogs, with barrels and salt, within
twenty-four hours, it was probable, however, no further de-
mand for provisions would be made. They had obtained fifty
barrels of very excellent flour at Raucocus Island, and could
not conveniently stow more than that number, in addition to
the dermanded hundred barrels of pork, The admiral also re-
guired that hostages should be sent on board his ship, and that
he shonld be provided with proper pilots, in order that he, and
& party of suitable size, might take the Anne and the Martha,
and go up to the town, which he understood lay some twenty
or thirty miles within the group. Failing of an acquiescence
in these terma, war, and war of the most ruthless character, wus
to be immediately proclaimed, All attempts to obtain an an-
nouncement of any national charscter, on the part of the stran-
gers, was evaded ; though, from the appearance of every thing
he saw, the governor could not now have the emallest doubt
that be had to do with pirstes. '

After getting all out of the strangers that he could, and it

J——
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was bt little ab the best, the governor quietly, but steadily re-
fused to accede to any one of the demands, and put the issmo
on the appeal to force. The strangers were obviously disap-
pointed at this answer,for the thoughtful, simple manner of
Mark Woolston had wisled them, and they had “actually flat-
tered themselves with obtaining sll they wanted without a
straggle. At first, the anger of the admiral threatened some
treacherous violence ou the apot, but the crews of the two boste
were 20 neatly equal, that prudence, if not gooed faith, admon-
ished him of the necessity of respecting the truce. ‘The parties
separated, however, with denunciations, nay maledictions, on
the part of the strangers; the colonists remaining quiet in de-
meanor, but firm,

The time taken for the two boats to return to their respective
points of departure was but short; and scarcely was that of the
stranger arrived alongside of ite vessel, ere the ship fired a gun,
This was the signal of war, the shot of that first gun falling
directly in the battery, where it took off the hand of a Kaunaka,
besides doing some other damage. This was uot & very favor
able omen, but tha governor encouraged his people, and to
work both sides: went, trying who could do the other the most
harm. The cannonading was lively and well sustained, though
it was not like one of the present time, when shot are hollow,
and a gue is chambered, and, not unfrequently, has a muzzle
almost as large as the open end of a flour-barrel, and s breech as
big a8 a hogshesd. At the commencement of this centary s
long twelve-pounder was considered a smart piece, and was
thought very capable of doing a good doal of mischief Thi
main battery of the ship was composed of guns of that duscrip-
tion, while one of the brigs carried eight nines, and the other
fourtesn sixes. As the ship mounted sltogether thirty, if not
thirty-two guns, this laft the governor to contend with batteries
that had in them, at least, twenty-six picces, as opposed to hia
owntwo. A couple of lively guns, novertheless, wéll served and
properly mounted, behind good earthen banks, are quite- equal
to scveral times their namber on board ship. Notwithstanding
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the snccess of the first shot of the pirates, this trnth soon be-
came anfficiently apparent, and the vessels found themselves
getting the woret of it. The governor himself, or Captain
Betts, pointed every gun that was fired in the battery, and they
seldom failed to make their marks on the halls of the enemy.
On the other hand, the shot of the shipping was either buried
in the mounds of the battery, or passed over ita low parapets.
Not & man was hurt ashore, at the end of an hour's struggle,
with the exception of the Kannaka first wounded, while seven
of the pirates were nctuslly killed, and nesr twenty wounded.
Had the combat continued in the mauner in whick it was
commenced, the result would have been a speedy and signal
triumph in favor of the colony. But, by this time, the pirate
admiral became convinced that he had gone the wrong way to
work, and that he must have recourse to some management, in
order to prevail against such stubborn foes, Neither of the ves-
sels was anchored, but ali kept under way, manwuvring about in
front of the battery, but one brig hauled out of the line to the
northward, and, making a stretch or two clear of the line of
fire, she came down on the north end of the battery, in a posi-
tion to rake it. Now, this battery had been constructed for
plain, straightforward cannonading in front, with no embrasures
to command the roads on either flank, Curigins of earth had
been thrown up on the flauks to protect the men, it is true,
but this passive sort of resistance could do very little good in a
protracted contest, While this particular brig was gaining that
favorable position, the ship and the other brig fell off to lee-
ward, and were soon at s0 long a shot, 83 to be out of harm's
way., This was throwing the battery entirely out of the com-
bat, as to any thing aggressive, and compelled a prompt deci-
sion on the part of the colonists. No sooner did the nearest
brig open her fire, and that within short canister range, than
the ship and her consort bauled in again on the southern flank
of the battery, the smallest vessel leading, and feeling her way
with the lead, Perceiving the utter uselessuess of remaining,
and the great danger he ran of being cut off, the governor new
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commenced a retreat to his boats, This movement was not
withont danger—oune colonist being killed in effecting it, and
two mors of the Kannakas wounded, It succeedad, notwith-
standing, and the whole party got off to the Anne and Martha,

This retreat, of conrse, left the island and the battery at the
mercy of the pirates, The latter landed, st fire to the buildings,
blow up the magazine, dismounted the gune, and did sll the
ather damage to the place that could be aecomplished in the
rourse of a short visit. They then went on board their vessels
again, and began to beat vp into the western passage, fol-
lowing the colonists who preceded them, keeping just omt of
gun-shot.

The western passage was somewhat crooked, and different
reaches were of very frequent ocenrrence. This sometimes
aided & vessel in ascending, or going to windward, and some-
times offered obstacles. As there were many other passages,
so many false channels, some of which were culs-de-sacs, it was
quite possible for one ignorant of the true direction to miss his
way ; and this circumstance suggested to the governor an expe-
dient which was highly approved of by his friend and counsellor,
Captaic Betts, when it was laid before that plain, but expe-
rienced sesman, There was one false passage, sbont s league
within the gromp, which led off to the northward, and far from
sll the settloments, that offered several inducements to enter it
In the first place, it had more of the appearance of a main
channel, at its point of jumction, than the main chavnel itself,
and might easily be mistaken for it; then, it turned right into
the wind's eye, after beating up it for a league ; and st the ead
of a long reach that ran dee south-esst, it narrowed so much as
to render it questionable whether the Anne and Martha could
pass between the rocks, into a wide bay beyond. This bay was
the true cul-de-sac, having no other outlet or inlet than the
barrow pass juet mentioned; though it was very large, was
dotted with islands, and reached quita to the vicinity of Loam
Island, or within a mile or two of the reef.

The main question was whether the schooner and the sloop
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conld pass through the opening which communicated between
the reach and the bay. If mot, they must inevitably fall into
the bands of the pimtes, should they enter the false channel,
and be followed in. Then, even admitting that the Anne and
Martha got through the narrow passage, should the pirates
follow them in their boats, there would be very Little probability
of their escaping, though they might elude their pursmers for
s timé among the isiands. Captain Betts was of opinion that
the two vessels could get throngh, and was strongly in favor of
endeavoring to lead the enemy off the trne coume to the reef,
by eotangling them in this ewl-dowse. 1f nothing but delay
was gained, delay would be something, It was slways an ad-
vantage to the sessiled to have time to recover from their first
alsrm, and fo complete their arrangements. The govemor
listened to his friend’s argumente with favor, but he sent the
Neshamony on direct to the reef, with a letter to Pennock, ac-
quainting that functionary with the state of things, the intended
plan, and a request that 2 $welve-pounder, that was mounted on
a travelling carriage, might be put on board the boat, and sent
to a landing, whence it might easily be dvagged by hand to the
narrow pasage 8o often mentioned. This doune, he took the
way into the false channel himself ‘

The governor, as a maiter of course, kept at a safe distance
ahead of the pirates in the Anne and the Martha, This he was
enabled to do quite easily, since fore-and-aft vessela make much
quicker tacks than those that sre square-rigged. As respects
water, there was enough of that almost everywhere; it heing
rather & peculiarity of the group, that nesrly every one of ifs
passages had good chsnnels and bold shores. There was one
shoal, however, and that of some extent, in the long reach of
tho false channel named ; snd when the governor resolved to
venture in there, it was not without the hope of leadiug the
pirate ehip on it. The water on this choal was abont sixteen
feot deep, and there was scarce a hope of either of the brigs
fotching up on it ; but could the ship be enticed there, and did
ehe only strike with good way on her, and on a falling tide, her
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berth might be made very uncomfortable. Although this Lope
appeared faintly in the background of the governor's project,
s prineipal expectation was that of being able to decoy the
strangers into & cul-de-sac, and to embarrass them with delays
and losses, As poon a8 the Neshamony was out of sight, the
Anne and Martha, therefore, accompanied by the other boats,
stood into the false champel, and went off to the northward
merrily, with a lesding wind. When the enemy reached the
poiat, they did not hesitate to follow, sctuaily setting studding-
sails in their eagerness not to be leff too far behind. It ia prob-
able that Waally was of but little service to hia sllies just then,
for, after all, the knowledge of that chief was limited to 2 very
imparfect acquaintance with such channels as wonld admit of
the passage of even canoes, The distances were by no means
trifling in these crooked passages. By the true channel, it was
rather mote than seven-and-twenty miles from the western roads
to the reef; but it was fully ten more by this false channel,
even deducting the half league where there was no passage at
all, or the bottom of the bag, Now, it required time to beat
up such a distsnce, and the sun was setting whan the governor
reached the shoal already mentioned, about which he kept
working for some time, in the hope of enticing the ship on it
in the dark. But the pirates were too wary to be misled in
this fashion. The light no sooner left them than they took in
all their canvas and anchored. It is probable, that they believed
themselves on their certain way to the reef, and felt indisposed
to risk awy thing by adventuricg in the obseurity. Both
parties, consequently, prepared to pass the night at their an-
chors.

The Annc and Marths were now within less than a mile of
the all-important psssage, through which they were to make
their escape, if they escaped st all. The opportusity of sscer-
taining the fact was not to be neglected, and it was no sooner so
dark asto veil his movements, than the governor went on board
the Martha, which was & vessel of more beam than the Anne,
and best her up to the rocks, in order to make a trial of its ca-

-



{58 THE CRATER:

. pacity. It waa just poasible to take the sloop through in sev-

cral places; but in one spot the rocks came too near together
to admit of her being hanled between them, The circumstan-
ces would not allow of delay, and to work everybody went, with
such implements as offered, to pick away the rock and to open
& passage, By midnight this was done; and the Martha was
carried throngh into the bay beyond. Here she stood off a
short distance and anchorsd. The governor went back to his
own crafi and moved her about a mile, being apprehensive of a
boat sttack in the darkness, should he remain where he was,
This precaution was timely, for in the morning, after day had
dawned, no less than seven boats were seen pulling down to the
pirates, which had, no doubt, been looking for the schooner and
the sloop in vain, The governor got grest credit for this piece
of management; more even than might bave been expected,
the vulgar usually bestowing their applausa on acts of a glitter-
ing character, rather than on those which denote caleulsiion
and foretbought.

As the day advanced the pirates recommmenced their opera-
tions, The delay, however, had given the colonists s great ad-
vantage. There had been time to communicate with the resf,
and to receive the gun sent for, It had greatly encouraged the
people up at the town, to hear that their enemies were in the
false channel; and they redoubled their efforts, as one muiti-
plies his blows on a retreating enemy. Pennock sent the gov-
ernor most encouraging reports, and gave him to understand
that he had ordered nearly sl the men in from the out-posts,
leaving just enough to have a look-out, and to keep the Kanna
kas in order. As it was now understood that the attack must
be on the capital, there was every reason for taking this course,

All the vessels were soon under way again. The pirates
missed the Marths, which they rightly enough eupposed had
gone ahead. They were evidently a good deal puzzled about
the channel, but supposed it must be somewhere to windward,
In the meantime the governor kept the Anne mancenyring
around the shoal, in the hope of luring the ship on it. Not
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was he without rational hopes of sccess, for the brigs separa-
ted, one going close to each side of the sound, to look for the
outlet, while the ship kept beating up directly in its centre,
mzgking a sinuous course toward the schoomer, which was
always near the ‘shallow water. At length the governor was
fully rewarded for his temerity ; the admiral had made a stretch
that carried him Jaterally past the lee side of the shoal, and
when he went abont, he looked directly for the Anue, which
was standing back-and forth near its weather margin. Here
the governor held on, until he had the satisfaction of seeing the

ship just verging or- the westher side of the shoal, when he up -

helm, aud stood off to leeward, as if intending to pass out of
the cul-de-sac by the way he had entered, giving his pursuers
the slip. This bold manmuvre took the pirate admiral by enr-
prise, and being in-the vessel that was much the nearest to the
Anne, ho up helm, and was plumped on the shoal, with strong
way on him, in lesa than five minutea! The instant the gov-
ernor saw this, he hauled his wind and beat back again, passing
the. broadside of the.ship with perfect impunity, her pcople
being too much occupied with their own situstion to think of
their guns, or of molesting him.

The strange ship had run aground within half a mile of the
spot where the twelve-ponnder was planted, and that gun now
opened on her with great effect, She lay quartering to this
now euemy, aod the range was no sooner obtained, than every
shot huiled her, The governor now landed, and went o work
seriously, first ordering the Anue carried through the pass, to
Place her beyond the reach of the brigs. A forge happened to
be in the Anne, to make some repairs to her iron work, and
this forge—s smal one, it was true—was taken ashore, and an
attempt was made to heat some shot in it. The shot had been
pat into tho forge an hour or two before, but a fair trial waa
rot made until the whole apparatus was landed. For the next
hoar the efforts of both sides wers unremitted. One of the
brigs went tu the assistance of the admirsl, while the other ea-
deavored to silence the gun, which was too securely placed,

20 .
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however, to mind her broadsides. One shot helling her, soon
drove her to leeward ; after which, all the attention of the
pirates was bestowed on their ship.

The adwiral, beyond sll doubt, was very awkwardly placed
TIs had the whole width of the shoal to leeward of him;
could only get off by working directly in the face of the fire;
and had gome on with seven kmots wey on his ship. The
bottom was a soft mnd; and the colomiats Imew that nothing
but anckors laid to windward, with a beavy strain and & good
desl of lightening, wonld ever take that vessel out of her soft
* berth. Of this fact the pirates themselves soon began to be
convinced, for they were seen pumping out their water, As for
the brigs, they were by no means well handled. Instead of
closing with the battery, and silenciog the gun, sa they might
have done, they kept aloof, and even rendered less assistance to
the ship than was in their power, In point of fact, they were
in econfusion, and manifested that want of order snd submission
to authority, aa well as self-devotion, that would have been
shown among men ion an honest service: guilt paralyzed their
efforts, rendering them timid and distrustful.

After near two hours of cannonading, during whick the colo-
nists had done the pirates a good deal of damage, and the
pirates literally had not injured the colonists at all, the governor
was ready with his hot shot, which he had brought to some-
thing more than a red heat. The gun was loaded with great
care, and fired, after having been deliberately pointed by
the governor himself. The ship was hulled, and a trifling ex-
plosion followed on board. That shot materially added to the
confusion among the pirates, and it was immediately followed
by another, which struck, also. It was now so apparent that
confusion prevailed among the pirates, that the governor would
not take the time necessary to put in the other hot shot, bat he
loaded and fired as fast as he eould, in the ordinary way.

In less than a quarter of an hour after the first hot shot was
fired, smoke poured ont of the admiral’s main-deck ports ; and,
two minutes later, it was sncceeded by flames,
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From that momont the result of the conflict was no Jonger

doubtful. The pirates, among whom great confusion prevailed,

" even previeusly to this disaster, now lost all subordination, and

it was soon seen that each man worked for himself, striving ‘

to save as much as he eould of hie illgotten plender. The
governor understood the etate of the enemy, and, though
prudence could scarcely justify his course, he determined to
press him to the utmost, The Anve'and Martha were both
brought back through the pass, and the twelve-pounder was
taken on beard the former, there being room to fight it between
her masts, As soon as this was done, the two eraft bore down
on the brigs, which were, by this time, a league to leeward
of the burning ship, their commanders having carried them
there to avoid the effects of the expected explosion, The ad-
mirsl and his crew saved themselves in the bosts, abandoning
nearly all their property, and losing & good many men. Indeed,
whon the last boat left the ship, there were reveral of her people
beiow, so far overcome by liquor as to be totally helplesa.
These were abandened, too, as were all the wounded, includiog
‘Waally, who had lost an arm by the firé of the battery.

Neither did the governor like the idea of passing very near
the ehip, which had now beon buming fully an hour, In going
to leeward, he gave her a bertk, and it was well he did, for she
blew up while the Anne and Martha, as it was, were considera-
bly within a quarter of & mile of her. The colonists ever after-
ward considered an ineident connected with this explosion, as a
gort of providential manifestation of the faver of Heaven. Tho
Marths was nearest to the ship at the instant of her final dis-
sster, and very many fragmeénts were thrown around her; a fow
even on her decks, Among the last was a human body, which
was cast 8 great distance in the air, and fell, like a heavy clod,
across the gunwale of the sloop. This proved to be the body
of Waally, one of the arms having been cat away by a shot,
three hours before |- Thus perished a constant and most wily
enemy of the oelony, and who had, more than ouce, brought it
to the vergo of destruction, by hia oupidity and artifices,

v
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From this moment, the pirates thought little of any thing but
of effecting their retreat, and of getting out into open water
again.  The govérnor saw this, and pressed them hard. The
twalve-pounder opened on the nearest brig, as soon as her shot
wonld tell; and even the Martha's swivel was heard, like the
bark of a eur that joins in the clamor when a strange dog is set
upon by the pack of a village. The colouists on shore flew
into the settiements, to let it be known thai the enemy was re-
treating, when every dwelling poured out its inmates in pursuit.
Even the females now appeared in arma ; there being no such
incentive to patriotism, on occastone of the kind, a3 the ery
that the batile kas been won, Those whom it might bave
been hard to get within the sound of a gun, 8 few hours before,
now became valiant, and pressed into the van, which bore a
very different aspect, before a retreating foe, from that which it
presented on their advance.

In losing Waally, the straugers lost the only person among
them who had any pretension to be thought s pilot. He knew
very little of the channels to the reef, at the best, though he
had been there thrice; but, now he was gone, no one left
among them knew any thing about them at all: Under all the
circumstances, therefore, it is not sarptising that the admiral
should think more of exiricating his two brigs from the narrow
waters, than of purening his original plan of conquest. It was
not difficult to find his way back by the road he had come;
and that road he travelled as fast as a leading breeze would
carry him along it. But retreat, as it now appeared, was not
the only difficulty with which this freebootar had to contend.
It happened that no kind feeling existed between the admiral
aud the officers of the largest of the brigs. So far had their
aniinosity extended, that the admiral had deemed it expedient
to take & large sum of money, which had fallen to the share of
the vessel in question, out of that brig, and keep it on board
the ship, as a guaranty that they would not run away with
their craft, This proceoding had not strengthened the bond
between the parties ; and nothing had kept dowa the strife but



OR, YOLOAX'S PEAKR. - 401

the expectation of the large amount of plunder that was to be
obtained from the colony. That hope was now disappoeinted ;
and, the whele time the two vessels were retiring before the
Anno and the Martha, preparations were making on board cne
of the brigs to reclaim this ill-gotten treasure, and on board
the other to retain it. By a species of freemasonry pecoliar to
their pursuits, the respective crews were aware of each other’s
designs ; and when they issucd nearly abreast out of ihe pas-
sage, into the inner bay of the western roads, one passed to
the sonthward of the island, and the other to the northward;
the Anne and Martha keeping close in their wakes,

As the two vessels cleared the island and got into open
water, the strugple commenced in earnest ; the disaffected brig
firing into the admiral.. The broadside was returned, and the
two vessels gradually neared each other, until the canopies of
emoke which sccompanied their respective movements became
one. The combat now raged, and with a savage warmth, for
hours ; both brigs running off the land under short canvas. At
length the firing ceased, and the smoke so far cleared away as
to enable the governor 1o take a look at the damages done. In
this respect, there was little to choose ; each vessel having snf-
fered, and seemingly each abont as much aa the other. After
consuming au hour or two in repairing damages, the combat
was renewed ; when the two colony craft, seeing no prospects
of ita soon terminating, and being now several leagues to lee-
ward of the group, hauled up for the roads again. The brigs
continned their fight, always running off before the wind, and
wont out of eight, canopiad by smoke, long after the reports of
their guna had become ingndible, Thia was the last the gover-
nor ever gaw or heard of these dangerous enemies,
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.CHAPTER: XXIX,

“ Yox Papuli, Yox Del.”
VERZEABLE Axiow

Arrer this unlocked-for termination of what the colonists
calied the * Pirate-War,” the colony enjoyed a loog peried of
pesce and proaperity. The whaling business was catried om
with great success, and many connected with it actnally got
rieh. * Among these wss the governor, who, in addition to kis
other means, soon found himself in possessien of mors money
than he could profitably dispose of in that young eolony. By
bis orders, no less than one hundred thousend dollars were
irrvested, in his name, in the United States six per cents, his
friends in America being empowered to draw the dividends,
and, after nsing & dwe proportion in the way of commissions,
,to reinvest the remainder to his credit.

@mm did quite ss much as srt, in bringing on the colomy ;
the bounty of God, as the industry of man. It is our duty,
however, to allow that the colonists did not so regard the mat-
'\ter. A great change came over their feelings, sfter the succesa
iof the ‘ Pirate-War,”” induding them to take 3 more exalted
‘view of themselves.and their condition than had been their wont,
The ancicnt humility seemed suddenly to disappésr; and in its
place a vain-glorious estimate of themselves and of their proweas
aross among the people. The word ‘ people,” too, was in
everybody’s mouth, as if the colonists themselves had made
" those lovely islands, endowed them with fertility, and rendered
" them what they were now fast becoming—scenes of the most
' exquisite rural beauty, as wel! as granaries of abundancp Ly
this time, the palm-tree covered more or less of every island ;
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and the crange, lime, shaddock, and other similar plants, filled
the air with the fragrance of their flowers, or rendered it brigh?
with the golden hLues of their fruits. In showt, every thing
adapted to the climeate was flourishing in the plantations, and
plenty reigued, even in the humblest dwelling,

This was 8 perilous condition for the healthful humility of
human beings, Two dangers beset them; both golored and
magnified by a common tendency. One was that of dropping
into luxurious idleness—the certain precursor, in such a climate,
of sensual indulgences ; and the other was that of  waxing fat
and kicking.” The tendency common to both was to place,
self before God, and not only to beliove that they merited all
they received, but that they actually created a good share of it.

Of luxurious. idleness, it was, perhaps, too soon to dread its
worst fruits. The men and women retained too many of their
early habits and impressions to drop easily into such a chasm ;
on the contrary, they rather looked forward to producing resulis
greater thap any which had yet attended their exertions, An !
exaggerated view of sel, however, and an almost total forget-
fulness of God, took the place of the colonial humility with : N
which they had commenced their career in this new region. .
These feelings were greatly heightened by three agents, that
men ordinarily suppose might Lave a very different effoct—
religion, law, and the press.

Whken the Rancocus returned, a few months after the repulse
of the pirates, she bad on board of her some ffty emigrants;
the council still finding itself obliged to admit the friends of
familica already settled in the colony, on due application. Un-
happily, among these cwmigrants were & printer, a lawyer, and
no less than four persomggwho might be termed divines, Of
the last, one was & Presb}%erian, one & Methodist, the third
was & Baptist, and the fourth & Quaker, Not long after the arri-
val of this importation, its consequences became visible. The
sectaries commeueed with a thousand professions of Lrotherly
tove, and a great parade of Christian charity ; indeed, they pre-
tended that they had emigrated in order fo epjoy a higher
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degree of religions lberty than was now to be found in Amer-
1ca, whera men were divided into sects, thinking more of their
distinguishing tenets than of the Being whom they professed to
gerve. Forgetting the reasons which brought them from home,
or quite possibly carrying out the impulses which led them to
resiat their former neighbors, these men set to work, imme-
diately, to collect followers and believers after their own peen-
liar notions, Parson Hornblower, who had hitherto oecapied
the ground by himself, but who was always a good deal inclinéd
to what are termed * distinctive opinions,” buckled on his
armor, and took the field in earnest, In order that the sheep
of one flock should not be mistaken for the sheep of another,
great care was taken to mark each and all with the brand of
gect. One clipped am ear, another smeared the wool {or drew
it over the eyes}), and a third, as was the case with Friend
Stephen Dighton, the Quaker, put on an entire covering, so
that his sheep might be known by their cutward symbols, far
a8 they could be seen. E_a word, cn those remote and sweot
islands, which, basking fn the sun and eooled by the trades,
seemed designed by Providence to sing hymns datly and hourly -
to their Maker's praise, the subtleties of sectarian faith sniother-
ed that humble submission to the divine law by trusting solely
to the mediation, substiloting in its place immaterial obser
vances and theories whifr were much more strenuously urged
than clearly understood. jThe devil, in the form of & * profes-
sor,” once again entered Eden; and the peak, with so much to
raise the sou! above the grosser strife of men, was soon ringing
with discnssions on “free grace,” ¢ immersion,” * spiritaal
baptiam,” snd the “apostolical succession.” The birds eang
as sweetly as ever, and their morning and evening songs hymned
the praises of their Creator as of old ; but not so was it with the
morning and evening devotions of men. These last began to
pray at each other, and if Mr. Horublower was an exception, it
was because his admirable litargy did not furnish him with the
means of making these foraya into the enemy’s eamp,

Nor did the accession of law and intelligence help the matter
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much. ortly after the lawyer made his appearance, men be-
gan to discover that they were wronged by their neighbors, in

a hundred ways which they bad never before discovered. Law,

which had hitherto been used for the purposes of justice, and

of jastice only, now began to be. wsed for those of specnlation

and revenge. A virtme was found in it that had never befors -
been suspected of existing in the colony; it being discovered
that men could make not ozly very comfortable livings, but, in
pome cases, get rich by the law ; not by its practice, but by its
practices. Now came into existence an entire new class of phil-
apthropista—men whe were ever ready to lend their money to
such of the needy as possessed property, taking judgment
bonds, mortgages, and other innocent securities, which were re-
ceived because the lender alwsys acted on @ principls of nol
lending without them, or had taken a vow, or made their wives
promises ; the end of all being a transfer of title, by which the
friendly assistant commonly relieved his dupe of the futare care
of all his property. The governor soon observed that one of

ikese philanthropists rarely extended his saving hand, that the
“borrower did not come out as naked as the ear of the corn that
has been through the sheller, or nothing but cob; and that,

too, in a sort of a patent-right time. Then there were the la-
borers of the press to add to the influence of those of religion

and the law, The press took up the cause of human rights, co-
deavoring to transfer the power of the state from the public de-
partments to its own printing-office, snd aiming st establishing
sll the equality that can flourish when one man has a monopoly
of the means of making his facts to suit himself, leaving his
neighbors to get along under such circumstances as they caw.

Bint the private advantage secured to himself by this advocate
of the rights of all, was the emallest part of the injury he did,

though his own interests were never lost sight of, and celored.
all he did, The people wers soon convinced that they had
hitherto been living under an unkeard-of tyranny, and were in-
voked weekly to arouse in their might, and be true to them.
solves and their posterity. In the first place, not a tenth of
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them had ever been consulted on the subject of the institu.
tiona at sll, but had been compelled to take them as they
found them. Nor had the present incumbents of office been
placed in power by a vote of & majority ; the original colonists
having aaved those who eame luter to the island all trouble in
the premises, In these facts was an unceasiog theme of dec-
lamation and comipliint to be found. It was surprising how
little the people really knew of the oppression under which they
labored, umtil this stranger came among them to enlighten
their undefstandincé Nor was it less wonderful how many
sources of wro'ng he exposed, that no one had ever dreamed of
having an existence. Although there was not a tax of any sort
laid in the coleny, not a shilling ever collected in the way of
import duties, he boldly pronounced the citizens of the islands
to be the most everburdened people in Christendom! The tax-
ation of England was nothing to it; and he did not hesitate to
proclaim a general bankruptcy as the conseqitence, unless some
of his own expedients were resorted to, in order to arrest the
evil. Our limits will not admit of a description of the procese
by whick this person demonstrated that s people who literally
contributed nothing st all were overtaxed; but any one whe
kas paid attention to-the oppomng sides of a discussion on swch
S sub_}ect, can readily imagine how easily such an apparent con-
tradiction ean be reconciled, and the proposition demonstrafed

In the age of which we are writing, a majority of mankind
fancied that a statement made in print was far more likely to be
true than one made orally. Then, he who stood up in his
proper person and uttered his facts on the responsibility of his
personal cliaracter, was far less likely to gain credit than the
anonymous _scribbler, who racorded his lie on paper, though he
made his record behind a screen, and helf the time as much
without personal identity as he would be found to ba without
persona: character, were he actually seen and recognized. In
our time, the press_has pretty effectually cured sl observant
persous, at least, of giving faith to a statement merely hecanse it
is in p~int, and bas become so far alive to its own great inferior
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1ty as publicly to talk of conventions to purify itself, and other-
wise to do something to regain its credit; but such was not the
fact, even in America, forty years since. C._fge theory of an un-
vestrained press has fully developed iteelf within the last quarter
of a cantury, so that even the elderly ladies, who once said with
marvelious unetion: “It must be true, for it's in print,” are
now very apt to say: “ Ohl it’s only a newspaper accouni I”
The foulest pool bas been furpished by a beneficent Providenco
with the mesvs of cleansing its own waters, ™ -

Bat the ¢ Crster Truth-Teller” could utter its lies, as a priv-
ileged publication, at the period of this narrative. Types still
had & ssnctity ; and it is surprising how much they deceived,
and how many were their dupes. The journal did not, even
take the ordioary pains to myatify its readers, and to conceal
its own cupidity, as are practised in communities more advanced
in civilization. We dare say that journals are to be found in
London and Paris that take just as great liberties with the fuct
as the * Crater Truth-Teller,” but they treat their readers with
a little more outward respect, however much they may mislead
them with falsehoods, Your London and Paris publics are not
to be dealt with as if composed of credulous old women, but re-
quire something like & plansible mystification to throw dust in
their eyes. They have a remarkable pronenesa to believe that
which they wish, it is troe; but beyond that weakness, some
limits are placed to their faith, and appearanees must be & good
deal consnlted,

Bat at the crater no such precaution seemed to be neces-
sary. It is irue that the editer did wse the pronoun we,”
in speaking of himself; but he took all other occasions to
assert his individuality, and to use his journal diligently in its
bebalf, Thus, whenever he got into the law, his columns were
devoted to publicly maintaining his own side of the question,
although such a course was not only opposed to every man's
sense of propriety, but was directly flying into the teeth of the
laws of the land; but little did he care for that. He was a
public servant, and, of course, all he did was right. To be sure,
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other publie servants were in the same category, all they did
being wrong ; but he had the means of telling his own story,
and a large namber of gaping dunces were over ready to believe
him. His manaer of filling his larder is particularly worthy of
being mentioned. Quite as often as once a week, his journal
had some such elegant article as this, viz : © Our esteemed
friend, Peter Snooks”—perhaps it was Peter Snooks, Esquire
—= hins just brought ns a fair specimen of his cocea-nnts, which
we do not hesitate in recommerding to the housekeepers of the
crater, as among the choicest of the group.” Of course, *Squire
Snooks wes grateful for this puff, and often brought more
eocoanuts, The same great supervision was extended to the
bacvauss, the bread-froit, the eucumbers, the melons, and even
the squashes, and always with the same results to the editorial
larder. Quce, however, this worthy did get himself in a guan-
dary with his nse of the imperial pronoun, A mate of oue of
the vessels inflicted persoual chastisement on him, for some
impertinent commenia he saw fit to make on the honest tar's
vessel ; and, this being matter of intense interest to the public
mind, he went into a detail of all the evolutions of the combat.
Otber men may pull each other's noses, and inflict kicks and
blows, without the world's caring a straw about it; but tho
editorial interest is too intense to be overlooked in this manaer.
A bulletin of the battle was published~-the editor speaking of
himself always in the plural, out of cxcess of modesty, and ta
avoid egotism (!)}—in three columns, which were all about him-
self, using euch expressiona as these: ¢ Ws now struck our
astagonist s blow with our fist, and followed this uwp with s
kick of our foot, and otherwise we made an assault on him that
e will have reason to remember to his dying day.” Now
these expressions, for a time, set all the old women in the colo-
nv against the editor, until he went into an elaborate explans.
tion, showing that his modesty was so painfully sensitive that
he could not say J on any account, though he oceupied three
more columns of his paper in explaining the state of our fecl
ings. Bat at first, the cry went forth that the battle had been
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of two against one, and fhat even the simple-minded colozists

_set down as somewhat cowardly, So much for talking about

we in the bulletin of a single combat !

The pelitieal effects produced by this paper, however, wera
much the most material part of its results. ~Whenever it
offended and disgusted ita readers by its dishonesty, selfish-
ness, vulgarity, and lies—and it did this every week, being a
hebdomaddl —it recovered the ground it bad: lost by beginning
to talk of “the people™ and their rights. This the colonists
could not withatand. AH their sympathies were enlisted in be-
half of him who thonght so much of their rights; and, st the
very moment he was trampling on these rights, to advance his
own personal views, and even treating them with contempt by
uttering the trash he did, they imagined that he and his paper
in particular, and its doctrines in general, were & sort of gift
from Heaven to form the palladiam of their precious liberties!
-[ﬁ great theory advanced by this editorial tyro was, that a
majority of any community had s right to do as it pleased.
The governor early saw, not only the fallacies, but the danger
of tiis docttine; and he wrote several communications himself,
in order to prove that it was false, If true, he contended it
was true altogether; and that it must be taken, if taken as an
axiom at all, with its latgest consequences. Now, if a majority
has a right to rule, in this arbitrary manner, it has a right to
sct its dognas above the commandments, and to legalize theft,
murder, adultery, and ail the other sins denounced in the twen-
tieth chapter of Exodns.  This waa a poser to the demagogus,
but he made an effort to get rid of it, by excepting the laws of
God, which he allowed that even majorities were bonnd to re-
spect, # Thereupon, the governor replied that the laws of God
were pothing but the great principles whick ought to govern
human conduct, and that his concession was an avowal that
thers was a power to which majoritiea should defer. Now,
this was just as true of minorities as it was of majorities, and
the amount of it all was that men, in establishing governments,
merely set up a-standard of prineiples which they pledged
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themselves to respeet ; and that, even in the most democratical
communities, all that majorities could legally effect was to decide
certain minor questions which, being necessarily referred to some
tribumal for decision, was of prefercnce referred to them. If
there was a power snperior to the will of the majerity, in the
management of human affairs, then majorities were not su-
preme; aod it behooved the citizen %o regard the last as only
what they really are, and what they were probsbly designed
to be—tribunals subject to the control of certain just prin-
ciples,

Constitutions, or the fundamental law, the governor went on’
to say, were meant to be the expression of those just and gen-
eral prineiples which should control bumaa society, and as such
should prevail over misjorities, Constitutions were expressly
inteaded to defend the rights of minoerities; since, withont them,
each question or interest might bo settled by the majority as it
srose. Jt waas but a truism to say that the oppression of the
majority was the worst sort of oppression ; since the parties in-
jured not only endured the burden imposed by many, but were
cut off from the sympathy of their kind, which cac alleviate
much suffering, by the inherent character of the tyr?:\

There was a great deal of good sense, and mwuch trath in
what the governor wrote on this occasion; but of what avail
could it prove with the igmoraut and shorb-sighted, who put
more trust in ono honayed phrase of the journal that flourished
about the * people,” and their ** rights,” than in all the argu-
ments that reason, susiained even by revelation, could offer to
show the fallacies and dangers of this new doctrine, As a mat-
ter of course, the wiles of the demagogue were not without
fruits. Although every man in the colony, either in his own
person orin that of his parent or guardian, had directly entered
into the covenants of the fundamental law, as that law then ox-
isted, they now began to guarrel with its provisions, and to ad-
vance doetrines that would subvert every thing as established,
in order to put something new and uatried in its place. Prog-
ress was the great desideratum; and change was the hand



OR, VOLCAN'S PEAEK. £71

malden of progresa. A sort of “ puss-in-the-corner” game was
started, which waa to enable those who had no places to run intc
the seats of thoee who had, This is a favorite pursnit of man
all over the world—in monarchies, as well as in democracies;
for, after all that institutions can effect, there is little change in
men by putting on or in taking off ermine and robes, or in
wearing “republiean simplicity,” in office or out of office; but
the demagogue is nothing but the courtier, pouring out his hom-
in the gutters, instead of in an ante-chamber.
.&Jr did the povernor rup into extremes in his attempts to
restrain thé false reasoning and exagperations of the demagogue
and his deluded or selfish followers. Nothing would be easier
than to demmonstrate that their notions of the rights of numbers
were wrong; to demonstrate that were their theories carried out
in practice, there could be, and would be nothing permanent or
scttled in human affairs; yet not only did each lustrum, but
each year, each month, cach week, each hour, each minute de-
mand its reform. Society must be periodically reduced to ita
elements, in order to redress grievances, / The governor did not
deny that men had their natural rights, at the very moment he
insisted that these rights were just as much a portion of the mi-
nority as of the majority. Ie was perfectly willing that equal
laws should prevail, as equal laws did prevail in the colony,
though he was not disposed to throw every thing into confusion
merely to satisfy & theory. | For a long time, therefore, he op-
posed the designs of the new school, and insisted on his vested
rights, as established in the fundamental law, which had made
him ruler for@ But “it is hard to kick againat the pricks.”
Although the claim of the governor was in every sense connect-
ed with justice, perfactly sacred, it could not reaist the throes
of cupidity, selfishness, and onvy. By this time the newspaper
—that palladium of liberty—had worked the minds of the masa-
es to a state in which the naked pretension of possessing rights
that were not common to everybody else was, to the last degree,
* tolerable and not to beé endured.” STo such a keight did the
fever of liberty rise, that men assumed a right to quarrel with
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the private habits of the governor and bis family—some pro-
noancing him proud beczuse he did mot neglect his teeth, as
the majority did, eat when they ate, and otherwise presumed to
be of different habits from those around him, Some even ob-
jected to him because he apat in hia poeket-hsndkerchief, and
did not blow his nose with his fingers,

All this time religion was runiing riof, as well as politica,
The next-door neighbors hated each other most sincerely, be-
cause they took different views of regenmeration, justification,
predestination, and all the other sabtleties of doctrine, What
was remarkable, they who had the most clonded notions of snch
subjects were the londest in their denunciations. Unhappily,
the Rev. Mr. Hornblower, who had possession of the gromad,
tock a course which had a tendency to aggravate, instead of
lessening this strife among the sects. IIad he been prudext, he
would have proclaimed louder than ever * Christ, and him cra-
cified ;”* but he made the capital mistake of going up and down,
crying, with the mob, * the chureh, the church {” This kept
constantly before the eyes and ears of the dissenting part of the
population—dissenting from his opinious, if net from an estab-
lishment—the very features that were the most offensive to
them. By * the church” they did not understand the same di-
vine institution as that recogrized by Mr. Hornblower himself,
but surplices, and standing up and sitting down, and gowns, and
reading prayers out of a book, and a great many other similar
observances, which were deemed by most of the people relics
of the *scarlet womnan.” It is wonderful about what insignifi-
cant matters men ean quarrel, when they wish to fall out. Per
haps religion, under these infiuences, had quite as mueh to do
with the downfall of the governor, which shortly after occurred,
a3 politics, and the newspaper, and the new lawyer, all of which
and whom did every thiog that was in their power to destroy
him. :

At length, the demagogues thought they had made sufficient
progress to spring their mine. The jouraal came ont with a
proposal to call a convention, to alter and improve the funda-
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niental law, That law contained & clause already pointing out
tha mode by which amendments were to be made in the eon-
stitution ; bat this mode required the consent of the governor,
of the conncil, and finally, of the people. It was a slow, delib-
ernte process, too, one by which mer had time to reflect on
what they were doing, and so far protected vested rights as to
render it certain that no very great revolation could be effected
under ita shadow. Now, the disaffected aimed at revolation—
at carrying out completely the game of *‘ puss-in-the-corner”™—
and it became necessary to set up some new prineiple by which
they could circumvent the old fundamental law,

This was very easily accomplished in the actual state of the
public mind ; it was only to carry out the doctrine of the sway
of the majority to a practieal result ; and this was so cleverly
done ss actually to put the balance of power in the hands of
the minority, There is nothing new in this, however, as any
cool-headed man may see, in this enlightened republic of ouy’ -
own, daily examples in which the majority principle works /
putcly for the aggrandizement of a minority clique, It makes
very little difference how men are ruled ; they will be cheated ;
for, failing of rogues at head-quarters to perform that office for
them, they are quite certain to set to work to devize some
means of cheating themselves, At the crater this last trouble
was spared them, the opposition performing that office in the
fqllowing ingenious manner,

The whole colony was divided into parishes, which exercised
t thémselves a few of the minor functions of government. They
had a limited legislative power, like the American town meet-
ings. Inthese parishes, laws were passed, to require the pec-
ple to vote ¢ yes” or “no,” in order to sscertain whether there
should or should not be a econvention to amend the constitution.
Alwout one-fourth of the electors attended these primary meetings,
and of the ten meetings which were held, in six “ yes'’ prevailed
by aversge majorities of about two votes in each parish, This
was held to be demonstrative of the wishes of the majority of
the people to have a convention, though most of those who staid
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away did so because they believed the whole procedure not
orly illegal, but dangerons, Your hurgry demagogure, how-
over, is not to be defeated by any scruples se delieate. To
work these éliles of the colony weut, to organize an election for
members of the convention. At this eleetion about a third of
the electors appeared, the candidates sneceeding by handsome
majorities, the rest staying away because they belioved the
whole proceedings illegal. Thus fortified by the sacred princis
ple of the sway of majerities, these representatives of a minority
met in convention, and formed an entirely new faundamental
law; oue, indeed, that completely subverted the old one, not
only in fact, but in theory. In order to get rid of the governor
to s perfect certainty, for it was known that he could still com-
mand more votes for the office than any other man in the
colony, one article provided that no person should hold the
office of governor, either prospectively or perspeetively, more
than five years consecutively. This placed Mr, Mark Woolston
on tha shelf at the next election. Two legislative bodies wers
formed, the old councii was anuihilated, and every thing was
done that cunning could devise, to cause power and influence
to pass into new handa, This was the one great object of the

procedure, and, of course, it was not neglected, )

cn the new constitotion was completed, it was referred
back to the people for approval. At this third appeal to the
pepular voice, rather less than half of all the electora voted, the
comstitution being adopted by a majority of one-third of those
who did. By this simple and exquisite republican process
was the principle of the away of majorities vindicated, s new
fundamentsa! law for the colony provided, and all the old incum-
bents turned out of office. * Silence gives consens,” cried the
demagogues, who forgot they had no right to put. their ques-
tions .

igion had a word to say in these changes. . The circum-
stance that the governor was an Episcopalian reconciled many
devout Christians to the palpable wrong that was done him;
and it was loudly argued that a church government of bisheps
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was opposed to republicanism, and coasequently ought not fo
be entertained by republicans. This charming argument, which
renders religions faith secondary to huwnan institutions, instead
of humaa institutions secondary to religious faith, thus com-
pletoly putting the cart before the horse, has survived that dis-
tunt revolution, ard is-giready flonsishing iw move eastern climes.
It is a9 near an approsch to as idolatrous worship of self, as
human concelt has recently tolerated.

As a matter of course, elections followed the adoption of the
new constitution, Pennock was chosen governor for two years;
the new lawyer was made judge; the editor, secretary of state
and treasurer; and other similar chaoges were effected. All
the Woolston conncetion were completely laid on the shelfl
This was not done so mach by the electors, with whom they
were still popular, as by means of the nominating committees.
These nomiohting commitiees were expedients devised to place
the power in the hands of a few, in a government of the many.
The rule of the majority is so very sacred & thing that it is found
neceseary to regalate it by legerdemain, No good republican
ever disputes the prineiple, while mo sagacious one ever sub-
mits to it.  There are various modes, however, of defeating all
“gacred priveiples,” and this particular *‘sacred principle”
among the rest. "The simylest iz that of cxucus nominations,
The process is & singular lustration.of the theory of a majority-
government, Psimary meefiags ave called, at which no one is
ever present but the wire-pullers apd their puppets. Here
very fleree couflicta occur between the wire-puilers themselves,
and these are frequently decided by votes as close ss majorities
of oney or two. “Making the whole ealealation, it follows that
nomibatiens are usually made by about a tenth, or even u
twentieth of the body of the electors; and this, too, on the sup-
position that they who vote setually have opinions of their own,
as usually they have not, merely wagging their tongues as the
wires are pulled. ~ Now, these nominaticus ave conclusive, when
made by the ruling party, since there are no concerted means
of opposing them. A man must have a flagrantly bad charac-

™
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ter not to succeed ander a regular nomination, or he must be
too honest for the body of electors; one fault being quite as

likely, to defeat bim as the other.
#}his way was a great revolution effected in the colony of

the crater., At one time, the governor thonght of knocking the
whole thing in the head, by the strong srm, as he mjght have
done, and would have been perfectly justified in doing) The
Kannakas were now at his command, and, in truth, s majority
of the electors were with him; but political jugglery held them
in duress. A majority of the electors of the Btate of New York
sre, at this moment, opposed to universal suffrage, especislly as
it is exercised in the town and village governments, but moral
cowardice holds them in subjection. Afraid of their own
shadows, cach politician hesitates to  bell the cat.”” What is
more, the select aristocrats and monarchists are the least bold in
acting frankly, and in saying openly what they think; leaving
that office to be discharged, as it ever will be, by the mer who
~—true democrats, and not caating democrsts—willing to give
the people just as much eontrol as they know how to use, or
which circumstances will allow them to nse beneficially to them-
gelves, do not hesitate to speak with the candor and manliness
of their principles. These men call things by their right names,
equally eschewing the absurdity of believing that nature intend-
ed rulers to descend from male to male, according to the order
of primogeniture, or the still greater nonsenss of supposing it
necessary to obtain the most thrifty plants from the hot-beds of
the people, that they may be transplanted into the beds of atate,
reeking with the manure of the gutters,

The governor submitted to the changes, throngh a 1ove of
peace, and cessed to be any thing more than & private citizen,
when he had so many claims to be first, snd when, in fact, he
had so long been first. No sovereign on his throne could
write Gralid Dei before his titles with stricter conformity to
truth, than Mark Woolston ; but his right did not preserve him
from the ruthless plunder of the demagogue. To his surprise,
ss well as to his grief, Pennock was seduced by ambition, aud
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he assumed the functions of the executive with quite as little
visible hesitatior as the heir-apparent succeeds to his father’s
crown,

It would be untrue to say that Mark did not feel the change;
bat it is just to add that he felt more concern for the future fute
of the colony, than he did for himself or his children. Nor,
when he came to reflect on the matter, was he so much sor-
prised that he eculd be supplanted in this way, under a system
in which the sway of the majority was so much lauded, when
he did not entertain & doubt that considerably more than half
of the colony preferred the old system to the new, and that the
same preportion of the people would rather see him ig the Col-
ony House, than to see John Pennock in his stead. @t Mark
—we must ¢all bim the governor ne longer—had watched the
progress of events closely, and began to comprehend them.
He had learned the great and all-important political truth, Tear
THE MORE A PEQPLE ATTEMPT TO EXTEND THEIR Powes Di-
RECTLY ovVER STATE A¥FAIRH, THE LESS THEY, IN PACT,
CONTROL THEM, AFTER HAVING ONCE PASSED THE FPOINT OF
NAMING LAWGIVERS AS THEIR REPRESENTATIVES ; MERELY BE-
STOWING ON A FEW ARTFUL MANAGERS THE INFLUENCE THEY
VAINLY IMAGINE TO HAVE BECURED To THEMSELVES. This
truth should be written in letters of gold, at every corner
of the streets and highways in a republic; for truth it is, and
truth those who press the foremost on another path will the
soonest discover it to be. The mass may sclect their represen-
tatives, may know them, and mayin a good measure so far sway
them as to keep them to their duties; but when a constituency
assames to enact the part of execative and judiciary, they not
only get beyond their depth, but into the mire. What can,
what does the best informed layman, for instance, know of the
qualifications of this or that candidate to fill a seat on the
bench? He has to take another’s judgment for his gnide ; and
s popular appointment of this nature is merely transferring the
nomination from an enlightened, and, what is every thing, a
prspowsisLe awthority, to one that is nuavoidably at the merey
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of sccond persons for its means of judging, and is as rEsPox
BIBLE A
At one time, Mark Woolston regretted that he had not
established an opposition paper, in order to supply an antidote
for the bane; but reflection astisfied him it would have been
useless, Every thing human follows ita laws, until checked by
abuses that create resistance, This is true of the mobarch,
who misuses power until it becomes tyramny; of the nobles,
who combine 1o restrain the monarch, umil the throes of an
aristocracy-ridden country proclaim that it has merely changed
places with the prince; of the people, who wax fat and kick!
. Every thing human is sbused ; and it world seem that the only
period of tolerable condition is the tramsition state, when the
new force is gathering to a head, and before the storm has time
to break. In the meantime, the earth revolves; men are born,
live their time, and die; communities are formed and are dis-
solved ; dynasties appear and disappear; good contends with
evil, and evil otill has ite day; the whele, however, advancing
slowly but unerringly toward that pweat comsummation, which
was designed from the beginning, and which is as ecertain to
arrive in the end, as that the sun sets at night and rises in the
morning, The supreme folly of the hour is to imagine thet
| perfection will coms before its stuted time.
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CIJAPTER XXX,

“Yists I thy lazson, mighty seat
Man calis the dlwoplsd earth hls own,
The Aoweary vele, the golden lea;
Ang on the wild grey mountain-stone
Claima nature’s temnple for hin throne !
BErt where thy many voices slug
Their endless aong, the doep, deep tone
Galls back hia.spirit's alry wing,
‘Ho akrinks ieto Kmself, wheo God is king i

For some months after the change of government, Mark
Woolston was ecenpied in attending to the arrangement of his
affairs, preparatory to an sbsence of some length. Bridget had
expressed astrong wish te visit Americs once more ; and her two
eldest children were now of an age when their edncation had
got to be & matter of some solicifude. It was the intention of
their father fo send them to Pennaylvania for that purpose,
when the proper time arrived, and to place them nnder the cars
of his friends there, who woald gladly take the charge. Recent
events probably quickened this intention, both as to feeling and
time, for Mark was nstnrally much mortified at the turn things
bad taken. - ' : .

There was an -obvioms falling off in the affairs of the colony
from the time it became transcendantly frae. In religion, the sects
ever had fair play, or ever since the arrival of the parsons, snd
that had been running down, from the moment it began to run
into excesses and exaggerstions. As son as 2 man begins to
shout in religion, he may be pretiy sure that he is * halloeieg
before he is out of the woods,” It is true that all our feelings
exhibit themseives, more or less, in corformity to habits and
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mauners, but there ie something profane in the idea that the
apirit of God manifests its presence in yells and elamer, even
when in possession of thoze who have not been trained to the
more sabdued deportment of reason and propriety. The shout-
ing and declamatory parts of religion may be the evil spirits
growling and yelling before they are expelled, but these must
not ba mistaken for the voice of the Ancient of Days,
e morals decayed as religion obtained its false directiona
. Belt-righteousness—the insepsrable companion of the quarrels of
sects—took the place of humility, and thus bocame prevalent
that most dangerous condition of the soul of man, when he im-
agines that Ae sanctifies what he does—a frame of mind, by the
way, that is by no means strange to very many who ought to
be conscious of their nnworthiress. Witk the morals of the
colony, its prosperity, eved in worldly interests, began to lose
ground. The merchants, as usual, had behaved badly in the
political atrugglo. The intense selfishness of the caste kept -
them occupied with the pursnit of gain, at the most critical mo-
menta of the straggle, or when their influence might have been
of use; and when the mischief was done, and they began to feel
its consequences, or, what to them was the.same thing, to fancy
that the low price of oil in Europe was owing to the change of
sonstitution at the crater, they started up in convulsed and
mercenary efforts to counteract the evil, referring all to money,
snd not manifesting sny particnlar notiona of principles con-
cerning the manner in which it was nsed. ] As the cooler heads
of the minority—perhaps we ought to ssy of the majority, for, -
oddly enough, the minority now actually raled in Craterdom,
by carrying ont fally the principle of the sway of the majority
—but, as the cooler heads of the colony well understood that
nothing material was to follow from snch epasmodic and ill-
directed efforts, the merchants were not backed in their rising,
and, as commonly happens with the slave, the shaking of their
chains only bound them so much the tighter.
At length the Rancocus returned from the voyage on which
she bad sailed just previously to the change iu the constitution,
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and her owner announced his intention to go in her to America,
the next trip, himeelf, 1His brothers, Heaton, Anns, their
children, and, finally, Captain Betts, Friend Martha, sod their
isguo, all, sooner or later, joined the party ; & desire to visit the
low shores of the Delaware once more, uniting with the mortifi-
cation of the recent changes, to induce them all to wish to see
the land of their fathers before they died. All the oil n the
colony was purchased by Woolston, at rather favorsble prices,
the last quotatlons from abroad being low : the ex-governor dis
posed of most of his movables, in order to effect so large an
operation. He also procored a gloricus collection of shells, snd
somo other light articles of the sort, filling the ship as full as she
could be stowed. It was then that the necessity of having a
second vessel became apparent, and Betts determined to with-
draw his brig from the fishery, and to go to America in her
The whales had been driven off the original fishing-ground, snd
the puranit was no longer as profitable as it had been, three fish
having been taken formerly to one now--a ciremnmstance the
hierarchy of the crater did not fail to ascribo to the chamges in
the conatitution, while the journal attributed it to certain aristo-
cratical tendencies which, as that paper averred, had crept into
the management of the businesa,

Tho vessels were loaded, the passengers disposing of as many
of their movables as they could, and to good advantage, in.
tending tb lay in fresh supplies in Philadelphia, and using the
funds thus obtained to procure a freight for the brig. At the
end of & month, both vessels were ready ; the different dwell-
ings woere transferred to mew occupants, some by lease and
others by sales, and all those who contemplated a voyage to
America wera sssembled at the crater. Previously to taking
leave of a place that had become endeared to him by so wany
asaociations and interests, Mr. Woolston determined to take
the Anue, hiring her of the government for that purpose—
Governor Pennock condescendingly deciding that the public
interests would not suffer by'the arrangement—aund going in
ker once more through the colony, on & tour of private, if ot

687 21
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of official inspection. Bridget, Heaton, Anne, and Captais
Betta wero of the party ; the children being left at the crater,
in proper custody.

The first visit was paid to Rancocus Island. Here the
damsge done by the pirates had long been repaired ; and the
mills, kilns, aad other works were in & state of prosperons in-
Jduetry.  The wild hogs and goats were now so numerons as to
be a litile troublesome, particularly the former; but, a good
many being shot, the inhabitaats did not despair of successfully
contending with them for the possession of the place. ‘There
were cattle, slso, on this island ; but they were still tame, the
cows giving milk, and the oxen being used in the yoke. These
were the descendants of the single pair Woolston had semt
across, less than twelve years before, which had increased in an
srithmetical proportion, care having been taken not to destroy
any. They now exceeded a hundred, of whom quite half were
cows ; and the islanders occasionslly treated themselves to fresh
beef. As cows had been brought into the colony in every ves-
sel that arrived, they were now in tolerably good numbers,
Mark Woolston himself disposing of no less than six when he
broke up his farming establishment for a visit to America,
There were horses, too, though mnot in as great numbers as
there were cows and oxen. Boats were so much ured, that
roadsters wera very little noeded ; and this so much the less,
on aceount of the great steadiness of the trades. By this time,
overybody understood the last; and the different chanuels of
the group were worked through with almost the same facility aa
wonld have beon the case with so wany highways. Neverthe-
less, horses were to be found in the eclony, and some of the
hushandmen preferred them to the horned eattle in working -
their lands,

A week was passed in visiting the group. Something lLike a
consciousness of having ill-treated Mark was to be traced
smong the people; and this feeling was manifested under =
well-known law of our nature, which rendered those the moat
vindictive and morose who had mcted the worst. Those who
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hud little more to accuse themselvea of than a compliant sut-
mission to the wrong-doing of others, in political matters every-
where the most numerous class of all, received their visitors
well enongh, and in many instances they treated their guests
with delicacy and distinetion, Oun the whole, however, the late
governor derived but little pleasure from the intercourse, so
wuch monthing imbecility being blended with the expressions
of regret and sympathy, as to cause him to mourn over the
compliance of his fellow-creatures, more than to rejoice at their
testimony in his owz favor.

But, notwithstanding all these errors of man, nature and time
had done their work magnificently since the last *progress”
of Woolston among the islands. The chanuels were in nearly
every instance lined with trees, and the husbandry had assumed
the aspect of an advauced civilization. Hedges, besutiful in
their luxuriance and flowers, divided the ficlda; and the
buildings whick contribute to the comforts of a population,
were to be found on every side, The broad plains of soft mud,
by the aid of the amn, the raina, the guano, and the plough,
had now been some years converted into meadows and arable
lande ; and those which still lay remote from the peopled parts
of the group, still nive-tenths of its surface, were fast getting
the character of rich pastures, where cattle, and horses, and hogs
were sliowed to roam at pleasure. As the cock crowed from
the midst of his attendant party of hens snd chickens, the ex-
governor in passing would swile sadly, bis thonghta reverting to
the time when its predecessor raised its shrill notes on the
paked rocks of the reef!

That reef itaelf had undergone more changes than any other

- #pot in the colony, as the peak had undergone fewer. The

town by this time contained more than two hundred buildings,

" of one sort and snother, and the population exceeded five hun-

dred somls, This was a small population for eo many tene-
ments ; bat the children, as yet, did not bear a just proportion
to the adults, The crater was the subject of what to Mark
Woolston was a most painful law-suit.  From the first, Le had
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claitned that spot as his private property ; thoagh he had eon-
ceded its use to the public, under a lease, since it was so well
adapted, by natural formation, to be a place of refuge wher in-
rasions were apprehended. But the crater he had found barren,
and bad rendered fertile; the crater had ever seemed to him to
be an especial gift of Providence bestowed on him in his mis-
ery; and the crater was his by possession, as well as by othor
rights, when he received strangers into his association. ne
of the older inhabitants denied this claim. It is the last-comers
who are ever tho moat anxious to dispute ancient rights, As
they can posaess none of these established privileges themselves,
they dislike that others should enjoy them ; and association
places no restraints on their cupidity.l Pennock, oncs in the
hande of “ the people,” was obliged to maiotain their righta,
or what some smong them chose to call their rights, snd he
anthorized the attorney-general to bring an action of ejectment
against the party in possession, Some pretty hard-faced trick-
ery was attempted in the way of legislation, in order to help
slong. the claim of the publie; for, if the trath must be said,
‘the public is jnst as wont to resort to such anworthy mesns to
effect its purposes as private individuals, when it is deemed
necessary. But there waa little fear of the “ people’s” failing,
They made the Iaw, and they administored it, through their
agents ; the power being now so completely in their hands that
it required twice the usual stock of human virtue to be able to
say them nay, es had formerly been the case. God help the
man whose rights are to be maintsined aguinst the masses,
when the immediate and dependent nominees of those masses
are to sit in judgment! If the public, by any inedvertency,
bave had the weakness to select servants that are smperior to
buman infirmities, and who prefer to do right rather than to do
as their masters would have them, it is 8 weakuess that oxpe
rience will be sure to correct, and which will not be often
repeated.,
Thé trial of this cause kept the Woolstons st the crater a
week longer than they would have remained, When the causs



OR, YOLCAX'S PEAK. 495

#as submitted {o the jury,ElE Attorney-General had a great
deal to say abont aristocracyand privileged orders, as well as
about the sacred rights of the people. To hear him, one might
bave imagined that the Woolstons were princes, in the full
possession of their hereditary states, and who were dangerous
to the liberties of the mass, instead of being what they really
were—citizens, without one right more than the meanest man in
the colony, and with even fewer chances of maintaining their
share of these eommeon rights, in consequence of the prejudice,
and jealouwsy, and, most of all, the emvy of the majo@
Woolston argued lis own cause, making a clear, forcible, and
manly appeal to the justice and good sense of the jury, in vin-
dication of hia claims; which, on every legal aa well as equit-
able principle, was, out of sall guestion, such as every civilized
ecrnmunity should have maintained. But the great and most
powerful foe of justice, in cases of this sort, ia sLanG ; and sLaNG
in this instance came very near being too much for law. The
jury were divided, ten going for the ¢ people,” and two for the
right ; one of the last being Bigelow, who was & fearless, inde-
pendent fellow, and cared no more for the bug-bear called
the ¢ people,” by the slang-whangers of politics, than he did for
the emperor of Japan,

The day after this fruitless trial, which left Mark's claim in
sbeyance until the next court, a period of six months, the in-
tended travellers repaired on bosrd ship, and the brig, with
her party, went to ses, under her owner, Captain Batts, who
had provided himself with 8 good navigator in the person of
his mate. The Rancocus, however, crossed over to the peak,
and the pasmsengers all ascended to the plain, to take leave of
that esrthly parsdise. Nature had done so much for this place,
that it had been the settled policy of Mark Woolston to suffor
its native charma to be marred aa little as possible. Bat the
peak had ever been deemed s sort of West-End of the colony ;
and, though the distribution of it had been made very fairly,
those who parted with their shares receiving very ample com-
pensations for them, a certain distinction became attached to
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the residence on the peak. Some fancied it was on aceount of
ita climate; some, becausa it was a mountain, and was more
raised up in the world than the low islands near it ; some, be-
cause it had most edible birds sad the best figs; but none cf
those who now coveted residences there for their families, ¢r
the name of residences there, would allow, even to themselves,
what was the simple fact, that the place received its highest dis-
tinetion on account of the more distinguished individeals who
dwelt on it, At first, the name was given to several seitie-
menta in the group, just as the Marhattanese have their East
end West Broadway ; and, just for the very same reasoms that
have made them so rich iz Broadways, they will have, ere long,
ficst-Fifth, second-Fifth, aod third-Fifth Avenue, unless common
scnse begins to resume its almost forgotten sway among the
aldermen, But this demonstration in the way of names did
not satisfy the minor-majority, after they got into the ascend-
gat ; and a law was passed anthorizing a new survey, and a new
subdivision of the public lands on the peak, among the citizens
of the colony. On some pretence of justice, that is not very
easily to be understood, those who had property there already
were not to have shares in the new lottery; a lottery, by the
way, in which the prizes were about twice as large as those
which had originally been distributed among the ¢olonists.

Buot Mark and Bridget endeavored to forget every thing un-
pleasant in thia visit to their much-loved home, They regarded
the place as a boon from Providence, that demanded all their
gratitude, in spite of the abuses of which it was the subject;
and never did it seem to them more exquisitely beautiful, per-
haps it never had been more perfoctly lovely, than it appeared
the hour they left it. Mark remembered it as he found it, o
paradise in the midst of the waters, wanting only in man to
erect the last great altar in his heart, in honor of its divine
Creator. As yet, its beauties had not beer much marred;
though the new irruption menaced them with serious injuries,

Mr. and Mrs, Woolston took leave of their friends, and tore
themselves away from the charming scenery of the pesk, with
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heavy hearte. The Rancocus was waiting for them mnder the
lee of the island, and everybody was soon on board her. The
sails were filled, and the ship passed out from among the islands
by steering south, and hauling up between the peak and the
voleano. The latter now seemed to be totslly extinet. No
more smoke arose from it, or had, indeed, risen from it for a
twelvemonth, It was an island, and in time it might bocome
habitable, like the others near it.

Off Cape Horn the Rancocus spoke the Dragon; Captain
Betts and his passengers being alt well The two vessels saw
no mere of each other until the ship was coming out of the Bay
of Rio, as the brig waa going in. Notwithstanding this advan-
tage, and the general superiority of the sailing of the Rancocus,
such was the nature of the winds that the last encountered, that
when she passed Cape May lights the brig was actunally in the
bay, and ahead of her, This circumstsnce, however, afforded
pleasure rather than any thing else, sud the two vessels Janded
their passengers on the wharves of Philadelphia within an hour
of each other.

Great was the commotion in the Hitle town of Bristol at the
return of all the Woolstons, who had gone off, ro one knew
exactly whither; some eaying to New Holland, others to
China, and a few even to Japan, The excitement extended
across the river to the little city of Burlington, aud there was
danger of the whole history of the colony's getting into the
newspspers. The colonists, however, were atill discreet, and in
a week something else occnrred to draw the attention of the
multitude, and the nnexpected visit was soon regarded like any
other visit,

Glad enough, notwithstanding, were the near relatives of
Bridget and Anne, in particular, to see those two fine yonng

 women again, Neither appeared much more than a twelve

month older than whon she went away. This was owing te the
delicious, yet not enervating climate in which both had lived.
They were mothers, and a little more matronly in appearance,
but nena the less lovely; their children, like themselves, were



Y

488 . THE GRATER:

objects of great interest in their respactive families, and happy,
indeed, were the households which received them. [t in ne
degree Jessened the satisfaction of any of the parties, that the
truvellers had all retarned much better off in their circumstances
than when they went away. Even the two younger Woolstons
wero now comfortable, and early announced an intention not to
return to the islands. As for the ex-governor, he might be
said to be rich; buot his heart was stili in the colony, over the
weaknesses of which his spirit yearned, as the indulgent parent
feels for the failings of a backsliding child, Nevertheless, Brid-
get was persuaded to remain with her father a twelvomonth
longer than her husband, for the health of the old gentleman
had becowe infirm, and he could not bear to part with his only
child so soou again, after she had once been restored to his
arms. It was, thercfore, decided that Mr, Mark Woolston
should fill the Rancocus with such articles as were deemed the
most wsefa! to the colony, and go back in that vessel, leaving
his wife snd children at Bristol, with the understanding he
wonld return and seek them the succeeding summer. A simi-
lar arrangement was made for the wife and children of Captain
Betts, Friend Martha Betta being much in the practice of regu-
Iating her conduct by that of Friend Bridget Woolston. Betta
gold his brig, and consented to go in the Rancocus sa s passen-
ger, having no scruples, now be had become comparatively
wealthy, about esting with his old shipmate, and otherwise
sssociating with him, though it was alwaya as s sort of humble
companion,

The Heatons determined to remain ia Amenca, for & time at
least, Mr., Heston felt the ingratitude of the colonists even
more keenly than his brother-in-law; for he knew how much
had been done for them, and how completely they had forgot-
ten it all. Anue regretted the peak, and its delicious climate ;
but her heart was mainly concentred in her family, and she
could not be otherwise than happy, while permitted to dwell
with her husband snd children.

‘When the Rancocus sailed, therefore, she had no ome on
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board her but Mark Woolston and Betts, with the exception of
her propor crew. Her cargo was of no great intrinsic value,
though it consisted in articles much used, and consequently in
great demand, in the colony, As the vessel had lain some
montha at Philadelphia, where she had beer thoroughly re-
paired and new-coppered, she sailed well, and made an excel-
lent ron to Rio, nor was her passage bad as far as the straits of
La Maire, Hete sho encountered westerly gales, and the cape
may be said to have been doubled in a tempost.  After beating
about for six weeks in that stormy ocean, the ship finally got
into the Pacific, and went into Valparaiso. Here Mark Wool-
ston received very favorable offers for most of his cargo, but
still feeling desirous to serve his colony, he refused them all,
setting eail for the islands as soon 23 ho had made & few repairs,
and had a little refreshed his crew.

The passages between Valparaiso and the crater had usnally
consumed about five weeks, though somewhat dependent on the
state of the trades, On this occasion the run was rather leng,
it having been attempted to find a new course. Formerly, the
vessels had fallen in with the crater- between Betto's group aud
the reef, which was bringing them somewhat to leeward, and
Mr, Woolston now thonght he would try a more southern route,
and see if he could not make the peak, which would not only
bring him to windward, but which place waa certainly giving
him a more striking object te full in with than the lower isl-
ands of the group.

It was on the morning of one of the most brilliant days of
those seas, that Captain Saunders met the ex-governor on the
quarter-deck, as the latter appeared there for the first time since
quitting his berth, and anncunced that he had just sent look-onta
aloft to have a search for the land. By his reckening they
must be within twelve leagues of the peak, and he was rather
surprised that it was mot yet visible from the deck. Make it
they must very shortly ; for he was quite certain of his ldtitnde,
and did not believe that he could be much out of the way aa
respected his loogitude. The cross-trees were next hailed, and



100 THE CRATER:

the inguiry was made if the peak could not be scen ahead.
The answer was that no lsnd was in sight, in any part of the
ocean,)

For several hours the ship ran down before the wind, and the
same axtraordinary vacancy existed on the waters! At length
an islend was seen, and the news was sent down on deck.  To-
ward that island the ehip eteered, and sbout two in the after-
noon she came up close under ita lee, and backed her top-sail.
This island was a stranger to all on board[ The navigators
were confident they must be within & few leagnes of the peak, as
well as of the volcano; yst nothing could be seen of either,
while here was an unknown island in their plases! This strange
land was of very sms!ll dimensions, rising out of the sea about
three hundred feet. Its extent was no great matier—half a
wile in diameter, perhaps—and its form nearly cireular. A
boat was lowered, and a party pulled toward it.

As Mr. Woolston approached this as yet strange spot, some-
thing in ita outlines recurred to his memory. The boat moved
a little further morth, and he beheld a solitary tree.  Then s cry
escaped him, and the whole of the terrible trath flashed on bie
mind. He beheld the snmmit of the peak, and the solitary tree
waa that which he had himself preserved as a signal. The re-
wainder of his paradise had sunk beneath the ocean!

On landing, and exsmining more minutely, this awful catas-
trophe was fully confirmed. No part of Vulcan's Peak remain-
ed above water but its rocky snmmit, and its venerable deposit
of guano. All the rest was enbmerged; and when soundings
were made, the plain——that spot which had almost as mueh of
heaven as of earth about it, according to the unenlightenod
minds of its inhabitants—was found to be nearly a hundred
fathoms deep in the ocean | :

It is scarcely possible to deseribe the sickening awe which
came over the party when they had assured themselves of the
fatal ficts by further observation. Every thing, however, went
to confirm the existence of the dire catastrophs, These internal
fires had wrought a new convulsion, and the lnbors and hopes
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of years had vanished in a moment, The crust of the earth had
again been broken ; and this time it was to destroy, instead of
to create. The lead gave fearful confirmation of the natore of
thLa disaster—the sonndings answering accurately to the known
formation of the land in the neighborhood of the pesk [But
in the peak itself it was not possible to be mistaken: there it
was in ita familiar outline, just as it had stood in its more eleva-
ted position, when it crowped its charming mountain, and over-
looked the whole of that enchanting plain which had so lately
stretched beueath. Tt might be said to resemble, in this re-
spect, that sublime rock, which is recognized as a part of the
* everlasting hills,” in Cole’s series of noble landscapes that is
called “The March of Ewpire;” ever the same amid the
changes of time, and civilization, and decay. There it was the
apex of the pesk, naked, storm-beaten, and familiar to the eye,
though surrounded no louger by the many delightful objecta
which had once been seen in its neighborhood. |

Saddencd and chastened in spirit by these proofs of what had
befallen the colony, the party returned to the ship. That aight
they remained near the little islet; next day they edged away
in the direction of the place where the volcano had formerly
risen up out of the waves, After running the proper distance,
the ship was hove-to, and her people sonuded; two hundred
fathoms of line were ont, but no bottom was found. Then the
Rancocus bore up for the island which had borne her own pame.
The spot was ascertained, but the mountain had also sunk into
the ocean. In one place soundings were had in ten fathoms
water, and here the vessel was anchored. Next day, when the
ship was again got under way, the anchor brought up with it a
portion of the skeleton of & goat, It had doubtless fallen upon
the remains of auch an animal, and hooking it with its flukes,
ihus unexpectedly brought once more to the light of day, the
romaios of a creature that may have been on the very summit
of tho island when the earthquake in which it was awallowed
ocourred,

The Rancocus next shaped her course in the direction of the
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group, Boundings were struck near the western roads, and it
was easy enough to carry the vessel toward what had formerly
been the centre of those pleasant isles, The lead was kept
going, and a good look-out was had for shoals; for by this
time, Mr. Woolston was satisfied that the greatest changes hal
occurred at the southward, as in the former convulsion, the
group having sunk bot a trifle compared with the peak; never
theless, every person, as well as thing, would seem to have been
enpulfed. Toward evening, however, as the ship was feeling
her way to windward with great caution, and when the ex-
~ governor believed himself to be at no preat distance from the
contre of the proup, the look-onts proclaimed shoal water, and
even small breakers, about half a mile on their larboard beam.
The vessel was hove-to, and a boat went to examinc the place,
Woolston snd his friend Betts going in her,

The shoal was made by the enmmit of the erator; breakers
appearing in one or two places where the hill had been highest,
The boat met with no difficulty, however, in passing over the
spot, merely avoiding the white water. When the lead was
dropped into the centre of the crater, it took out just twenty
fathoms of line. That distance, then, below the surface of the
sea, had the erater, and its town, and its people sank! If any
object had floated, a3 many mast have done, it had long before
drifted off in the currents of the ocean, leaving ue traces behind
to mark a place that had so lately been tensnted by homan
beings. The Rancocus anchored in twenty-three fathoms, it
being thought she lay nearly over the Colony House, and for
eight-and-forty hoars the exploration was continmed. The sites
of many a familiar epot were ascertained, but nothing conld be
found on which even a spar might be anchored, to bmoy out a
jost community. '

At the end of the time mentioned, the ship bore up for
Betto’s group. There young Qoroony was found, peacefully
ruling as of old. Nothing was known of the fate of the colo-
nists, though surprise had been felt at not roceiving any visits
from their vessels.' The intercourse had not been great of lste
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and most of the Kannakas had come away soon after the
Woolstons had left; the especial friends of hnmanity, and the
almost exclusive lovers of the *‘ people’’ having begun to op-
press them by exaeting more work than was msusl, and for.
getting to pay for it. These men could say but little about tho
~ondition of the colony beyond this fact. Not only they, but
“al in the group, however, could render some account of the
awlul earthquake of the last season, which, by their descriptions,
greatly exeeeded in violence any thing formerly known in those
regions, It was in that earthquake, doubtless, that the colony
of the crater perished to & man,

Leaviog handsome and useful présents with his friend, young
Qoroony, and putting ashore two or three Kaunskes who were
in the vessel, Woolston now sailed for Valparaise. Here he
disposed of his cargo to great advantage, and purchased copper
in pigs at almost as great. With this new cargo be reached
Philadelphia, after an absence of rather more than nine months.

Of the colony of the crater and ita fortanes, little was ever
said among its enrvivors. It came into existence in & manner
that waa 1nost extraordinary, and went out of it in one that was
awful. Mark and Bridget, however, pondeted deeply on thesa
things; the influence of which colored and chastened their
future lives. The busband often went over, in his mind, all the
eventa connected with his knowledge of the reef. HHe would
thus recall his shipwreck, and desolate condition when suffered
first to reach the rocks ; the manner in which be was the instru-
ment in causing vegetation to spring up in the barren places;
the earthquake, and the apheaving of the islands from out of
the waters; the arrival of his wife and other friends ; the com-
mencement and progress of the colony; ita blessings, so long
as it pursued the right, and its curses, when it began to pursue
the wrong ; his departure, leaving it still a settlement surronnd-
¢d with a sort of carthly paradise ; and his returz, to find all
buricd beneath the ogegn,  Of such is the world sud its mach-
coveted advantages. a time our efforts seem to create, and
to adorn, and to perfect, until we forget our origin and destina-
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tion, sulstituting self for that divine hand which alons can unite

. the clements of worlds as they float in gases, equally from His
mysterious laboratory, and scatter them sgain into thin air when
the works of Ilis hand cease to find favor in His view. }

Let those who would subatitnte the voice of the created for
that of the Creator; who shout */the people, the people,” in-
stead of hymruing the praises of their God { who vainly imagine
that the masses are snfficient for all things, remember their in-
significance, and tremble. They are but mites amid millione of
other mites, that the goodness of Providence has produced for
its own wise ends; their boasted countrica, with their vaunted
climates and productions, have temporary possessions of but
small portions of & globe that floats, a point, in space, following
the comrse pointed out by an invisible finger, and which will
one day bo enddenly struck out of its orbit, as it was originally
put there by the hand that made it. Let that dread Being,
then, be never made to act 2 second part in human affairs, or
the rebellions vanity of our race imagine that either numbers,
or capacity, or succesa, or power iz arms, is anght more thau a
short-lived gift of Hia beneficence, to be resumed when His
purposes are accowplishod,
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