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CAREY, LEA AND BLANCHARD

Have lntely published now editions of the following works
by Mr. Coormn:

THE 8PY: e Tale of the Neutral Ground.

. THE PIONEERS, or the Sources of the Susquebanna : a deserip.
tive Tale. -

THE PILOT: u';'n.le of the Sea.

LIONEL LINCOLN; ot the Leaguet of Boston.

THE LAST OF THE MOHICANS: a Narmative of 1757.
THE PRAIRIE: & Tale,

THE RED ROVER: a Tale.

THE WEPT OF WISH.TON.WISH: o Tale.

THE WATER WITCH : or the 8kimmer of the Hens,
THE BRAVO: a Tale, |

NOTIONS OF THE AMERICANS: Picked up by a Travel-
ling Bachelor.

THE HEIDENMAUER; or the Benedictines. A Legend of
the Rhine. :

L]
THE HEADSMAN ; or the Abbaye des Vignerons: a Tle.
. THE MONIKINS: Ediwd' by the Author of “ ‘The Spy.”

PRECAUTION : a Navel, revised xnd corrected.



CAREY, LEA AND BLANCHARD
HAVE LATELY PFUBLIREED

BEETCHES OF SWITZERLAND. By J. Fouisoxx Coorzx,
Aathor of “ 'The Bpy,” &e. dee. in 2 vols. 13ma,

A RESIDENCE IN FRANCE, with'an Excursion up the Rhine,
and y Becond Visit to Bwitzerland. By the same Author. In
2 vals 12me.

“ As we take up the pen fo note down our impressions of these
volumes, we feel an though we had jnst returned from an excursion
in Switzerland, with a companion full to overflowing with an in’
tenso love of nature, and en exquieite taste for the picturesque.
We cannot give our thasks and praise & mare cordial emphasis—
but if we could, we would ; fur so mmuch pleasure are we indeblod
to My. Cooper. Afler the dull fais and dreary wastes of reading,
of which there is abundence in all measons, how * refreshing” (the
word is unavoidable) to macend with such a guide into the moun.-
tainoue regions of ltereture. To those who are st all scquainted
with the bold and vivid aiyle of Mr. Cooper’s descriptions of patural
marvels and magnificence—and to whom are bis original powers
of imegery and eapression unknown!—we need only say, that
thess powers have been unsparingly employed in the present vo-
lumes. 1t iz only mecessary to remind the reader of what Mr.
Cooper can do, when hin enthusinem s kindled, to bid him recollect
that the scene of the suthor's sxcursions is Swityerlend. Vpon
auch a subject as the scenery of Switzerland, how could Mr, Cooper
fail to write with infinite f:uhneu, grace, energy, and ic ar-
dour. Many of the lotlers moreover (for the wark is in that form)
have the advantage of being written under the immediate feelin
excited by a first, unfading view of the beauties and wonders g
scribed, In short, this is just the work for every body to read and
m;‘y body 1o relisk.

r. Cooper has aitempled, in these letlers, little beyond descrip-
ticns of exlernal pature. Switzerland, as ho remarks, enjoying
probably the sublimest as well s the most diversified bewutiew of
this sort that exist on the globe, would seem to have a claim to be

. treated mui geweris. Man, seys the writer, appears xlmoet to sink
to a secondary rank in such & country. We feel all the forep of
this remerk, and are quite conteni thet Mr. Cooper should have
confined the range of his geniun o the higher ground. He bes
found room mpil reward there, much as it had beon described be-
fore."—Court Journal,
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FRANCE.

LETTER I

L

To James E. De Kay, Esquing.

Wz have not only had Mr. Canning in Paris, but’
Sir Walter Scott has suddenly appeared among us.
The arrival of the Great Unknowan, or, indeed,. of

-any little Unknown from England, would be an

event to throw all the reading clubs at home,

"into a state of high moral and poetical excitement,

We are true village Zionizers. As the professors of
the Catholic religion are notoriously more’ addicted
to yielding faith to miraculous interventions, in the
remoter dioceses, than in Rome itself ; as loyalty is
always more zeslous in a colony, than in a court as
fashions are more exaggerated in a province, than in
a capital; and men are more prodigious to every one

" & else, than their own valets, 80 do we throw the ha-

Vor. II. e 2



14 ¥RANCE.

loes of & vast .ocean around the honoured heads of
the celebrated men of this eastern hemisphere. This,
perhaps, is the natural course of things, and is as
unaveidable as that the sun shall hold the earth
" within the influence of its attraction, until maiters

. shall be reversed by the earth’s becoming the larger

and more glorious orb of the two, Not 80 in Paris.
Here men of every gradation of celebrity, from Na-
poleon down to the Pralmanazar of the day, are so
very common, thit one scarcely turns round in the
‘streets, to look at them. Delicate and polite atten-
tions, however, fall a8 much to the share of reputa-
tion,-here, a8 in any other .tountry, and perbaps.
more 86, as respects literary men, though there is so
little wonder-nongering. It would be quite im=
pessible that the preeence of Sir Walter Seott should
net excite a sensation. He was frequently named in
the journale, reesived a good deal of privage, and
some publis noties, but, on the whole, much less af
‘both, I think, thar.one would have a right to expeet
ot him, in-s place like Paria. 1 account for the fact,
by the French distruating the fartheoming work on
- Napoleon, and.by g little dissatisfaction which pre-
wails on the subject of the tone of < Paul's Let-
‘tevs ito his Kiusfolk.” Thie feeling may surprise
you, as-comiwg from:a vation as eld and as grest-as
Fransce, bnt, alas! we are all human,

The King spoke to him, in going to his.chapel,
Bir Walter -heing in waiting .for that purpose, but
~oesend this I:kelicve he met with no civilities from
thessourt,
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As for myself, circumstances that it is needless t¢
recotnt, had brought me, to a slight degree, within
the noties of Sir Walter Scott, though we had never-
met, nor had I ever seen him, even in publie, s0 as
to know his persen. 'Still I was not without hopes
of being more fortunste now, while I felt a delieacy
about obtruding myself any furtheron his time and at-
tention. Several days after his arrival went by, how-
ever, without my good luck bringing me in his way,
and I began to give the matter up, though the Prin-
cesse , With whom I had the advantage of being
on friendly terms, flattered me with an opportunity
of seeing the great writer at her house, for she had.
a fixexd resolution of making his acquaintance before:
he left Paris, corte gus coute.

Tt might have been ten days. aofter the arrival of
Sir Walter Scott, that I had ordered ‘a- curiage,
one morniag, with an intention of driving over te
the other side of the river, and had got as for as the
lower flight of steps, on my way to enter it, when,
by the tramping of horses in the court, I found that
another coach was driving in. It was raining, and,
as my own earviage drove from the door, to make.
way for the new comer, I stopped where I was, un--
Al it could return. The cerriage-steps rattled, and.
presently a lerge, heavy-moulded sozn appeared in

 the door of the hotel. He was gray, and limped a
little, walking with a cane. FHis carrisge immgdi-.
ately drove round, and was sueceeded by mine,
agwin ; 8o I descended. Weo passed each other on.
the atairs, bowing as a matter of course.. T had got
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to the door, and was about to enter the carriage,
when it flashed on my mind that the visit might be
to myself, The two lower floors of the hotel were
occupied as a girl’s boarding-school ; the reason of
. our dwelling in it, for our own daughters were in the
establishment ; ou seconde, there was nothing but
our own appariement, and above us, again, dwelt
a family whose visitors never came in carriages.
The door of the boarding-school was below, and
men seldom came to it, at all. Strangers, moreover,
sometimes did honour me with calls. Under these
impressions I paused, to see if the visitor went as
far as our flight of steps. All this time, I had not
the slightest suspicion of who he was, though I fan-
cied both the face and form were known to me.

The stranger got up the large stone steps slowly,
leaning, with one hand, on the iron railing, and with -
the other, on his cane. He was on the first.landing,
as I stopped, and, turning towards the next flight,
our eyes met. The idea that I might be the person
he wanted, seemed then to strike him for the first
time. © Est-ce Mons. , que f'ai Phomneur
de voir P’ he asked, in. French, and with but an in-
different aceent. ¢ Monsieur, je m’appele —**
« Bk bien, done—je suis Walter Scott.” !

1 ran up to the landing, shook him by the hand,
which he stood holding out to me cordially, and ex-
pressed my sense of the honour he was conferring.
He told me, in substance, that the Princesse
had been as good as her word, and having succeeded.
herself in getting hold of him, she had good-na-
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turedly given him my address. By way of eutting
short all ceremony he had driven from hie hotel to
my lodgings. All this time he was speaking French,.
while my answers and remarks were in English.
Suddenly recollecting himself, he said-~ Well,
here have I heen pasiez-vousing to you, in & way
to surprise you, no doubt; but thess Frenchmen
have got my tongue so set to their lingo, that I have
half forgotten my own language.” Aswe proceeded
up the next flight of steps, he accepted my arm, and
continued the conversation in English, walking with
more difficulty than L had expected to see. You
will excuse the vanily of my repeating the next ob-
sorvation he made, which I do in the hope that some
of our own epguisifes in literature may learn in
what manner a man of true sentiment and sound
feeling regards a trait that they have seen fit to stig-
matize as unbecoming, “ I’ll tell you what I most
like,”” he added, abruptly; “and it is the manner
in which you maintain the ascendancy of your own
country on all proper occasions, without descending
to vulgar abuse of ours. You are obliged to bring
the two nations in collision, and I respect your
liberal hostility.”” This will probably be esteemed
ireason in our own self-constituted mentors of the
press, one of whom, I observe, has quite lately had
to apologize to his readers for exposing some of the
sins of the English writers in reference to our-
selves! But these people are not.worth our atten-
tion, for they have neither the independence which
belongs to masculine reason, nor manhood even to
2!
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prize the guality in others. «I am afraid the mo-
ther has not always treated the daughter well,” he
~ continued, ¢ feeling 2 little jezlous of her growth,
perhaps ; for, though we hope England has not yet
begun to descend on the evil side, we have a pre-
sentiment that she has got to the top of the ladder.”
There were two entrances to our apertments;
one, the principal, leading by an ante-chamber and
salle @ manger into the salon, and thence through
other rooms to a terrace ; and ﬂ}e' other, by a pri-
vate corridor, to the same spot. The door of my
cabinet opened on this corridor, and though it was
dark, crocked, and any thing but savoury, as it lead
by the kitchen, I conducted Sir Walter through it,
under an impresgion that he walked with pain, an
. idea, of which I could not divest myself, in the hur-
ry of the moment. But for this awkwardness on
my part, I believe I should have been the witness
of a singular interview. General Lafayetie had been
" with me a few minutes before, and he had gone
away by the salon, in order to speak to Mrs, .
Having a note to write, I had left him there, and I
think his carriage could not have quitted the court
when that of Sir Walter Scott entered. If so, the
General must have passed out by the ante-chamber,
abeut the time we came through the corridor.
There would be an impropriety in my relating
all that passed in this interview ; but we talked over
a matter of businees, and then the conversation was
more general. You will remember that 8ir Walter
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was still the Unknown,* and that he was believed
to be in Paris, in search of facts for the Life of Na-
peleon.  Notwithstanding the former cireumstance, -
he spoke of his works with great frankness end
simplicity, and without the parade of asking any .
promises of secrecy. In short, as he commenced
in this style, his authorship was alluded to by us
both, just as if it had never been called in question.
He asked me if I had a copy of the by me,
and on my confessing I did not own a single volume -
of anything I had written, he laughed, and said he
believed that most authors had the same feeling on
the subject: as for himself, he cared not if he never
saw a Waverly novel again, as long as he lived.
Curious to know whether a writer as great and as
practised as he, felt the occasional despondency
which invariably attends all my own little efforts of
this nature, I remarked that I found the mere com-
position of a tale a source of pleasure; so much so,
that I always invented twice as much as way com-
mitted to paper, in'my walks, or in bed, and, in my
own judgment, much the best parts of the eomposi-
tion never saw the light; for, what was written was
vAtally written at set hours, and was a good deal a
matter of chanee; and that going over and over the
same subject, in proofs, disgusted me so thoroughly
with the book, that I supposed every one else would
be disposed to view it with the same eyes. To this
he answered, that he was spared much of the labour

* He did not avow himself for several monthe sfterwards.,
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of proof-reading, Scotland, he presumed, being
better off than Americs, in this respect; but, atill,
he said he “would as soon see his dinner again, after
& hearty meal, as to read one of his own tales when
he was fairly rid of it.”

He sat with me nearly an hour, and he manifest-
ed, during the time the conversation was not tied
down to business, a strong propensity to hu-
mour. Having occasion to mention our common
publisher in Paris, he quaintly termed him, with
a sort of malicious- fun, “our Gosling;”* adding,
that he hoped he, at least, “laid golden eggs.”

I hoped that he had found the facilities he desired,
in obtaining facts for the forth-coming history. He
rather hesitated about admitting this.—One can
hear as much as he pleases, in the way of anecdote,”
he said, “but then, as a gentleman, he is not always
sure how much of it he ean, with propriety, relate
in a book-—besides,’”” throwing all his latent humour
into the exzpression of his small gray eyes, “one
may even doubt how much of what he hears is fit
for history, on another aceount.”” He paused, and
his face assumed an exquisite air of confiding sim-
plicity, as he continued with perfect donne foi and
strong Scottish feeling, “1 have been to see my
countryman M’Donsld, and I rather think that

will be about as much as I can do here, now.” Thijs,

was uttered’ with so0 much nafveté that 1 could
hardly believe it was the same man, who, a momeat

* His pame wa Goereling
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before, had shown so much shrewd distrust of oral
relations of facts.

I inquired when we might expect the work.
“Some time in the course of the winter,” he re-
plied, “though it is likely to prove larger than I, at
first, intended, We have got several volumes print-
ed, but I find I must add to the matter, considerably,
in order to dispose of the subjeet. I thought I
should get rid of it in seven volumes, which are
already written, but it will reach, [ think, to nine.”
“If you have two still to write, I shall not expect
to see the book before spring.” ¢ You may. Let
me once get back to Abbotsford, and I’l1 soon kneck
off those two fellows” To this I had nothing to
say, although I thought such a four de foree in
writing might better suit invention than history.

‘When he rose to go, I begged him to step inte
the salon, that I might have the gratification of in-
troducing my wife to him. To this he very good
naturedly assented, and entering the room, after
presenting Mrs. and my nephew W , he
took a seat. He sat some little time, and his fit of
pleasantry returned, for he illustrated his discourse
by one or iwo apt aneedotes, related with a slightly
Scottish aceent, that he seemed to drop and assume
atwill, Mrs. observed to him that the dergére
in which he was seated, had been twice honoured
that morning, for General Lafayette had not left it
more than half an hour. Sir Walter Scott locked
surprised at this, and seid, inquiringly, %1 thought
he had gone to America, ta pass the rest of his
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days?” On my explining the true state of the
~ case, he merely observed, “ he is a great man 7’ and
yet, I thought the remark was made coldly, or in
complaisance to us.

When Sir Walter left us, it wag settled that I
was to breakfast with him, the following day but
ome. 1 was punctual, of course, and found him in
a new silk douilliette that he had just purchased,
trying “ as hard as he could,” as he pleasanily ob-
served, to make a Frenchman of himself ; aw un-
dertaking as little Jikely to be successful, I should
think, in the case of hia Seottish exterior, and Scot-
tish interior, too, as any experiment well could be.
There were two or thres visitors present, besides
Miss Ann Scott, his daughter, who was his com~
panion in the journey. He was just answering an
invitation from the Princesse , to an evening
party, as I entered.  Here,” said he, % yow are a
friend of the lady, and parlez-vous so much beiter
than I, can you tell me whether this is for jeuds, or
lundi, or mardi, er whether it means no day at all.”
1 told him the day of the week intended. “Yau
got notes occasionally from the lady, or you could
not read her scrawl so readily?”” # She is very kind
. to us, and we often: have occasion to read her
writing.” « Well, it is worth a very good dinner
to get through a page of it.”” ] take my. revenge
in kind, and I fancy she has the worst of it”” «}
don’t know, after ali, that she will get much the
better of me, with this plume d’auderge.” He was
quite right, for, although Sir Walter writes & smooth
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even hand, and: one thiat appears rather well than
otherwise on a page, it is one of the most difficult
~ to decipher I have ever met with. The i’s, u’s,
m’s, n’s, 2’8, e’s, t's, &e., &e., for want of dots,
“erossings, and being fully rounded, looking all alike,
end rendering the resding slow and difficult, with-
out great fmmiliarity with his mode of handling the
pen; atleast, [ have found it so.

He had sealed the note, and was about writing
the direction, when lre seemed ot 2 loss. * How do
you address this lady—as ¢ Her Highniess’?”” [ was
mach surprised at this question from him, for it de-
-noted & want of familiarity with-the world, that one
would ot have expected in 2 man who had been 80
very much and so long courted by the great. But,

- after all, hi life has been provincial, thoagh, as his

* dsughter remarked in the course of the morning,
they had no occasion to quit Seotland, to see the
world, all the world coming to see Scotland.

The next merning he was with me agsain, for
near an hour, and we completed our little affair,
After this, we had a conversation on the Law of
Copy-Righte, in the two countries, which, as we
poseess a common langusge, is a subject of great
national interest. I understood him to say that he
:bad a double right, in England, to his works ; one
undern statute, and the other growing out of com-
mon kw. Anyone publishing a book, let it be
written by whom it might, in England, duly com-
plying sith ihe law, can secure the right, whereas,
aonebut -a aitizen orn do the pame ia Awerice. I
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regret to say, that I misled him on the subject of
our copy-right law, which, after all, is not so much
more illiberal than that of England, as I had
théught it. ' '

I told Sir Walter Scott, that, in order to se-
cure a copy-right in America, it was necessary the
. book should never have been published anywhere
else, This was said under the populsr notion of
the matter ; or that which is entertained among the
booksellers. Reflection and examination have since
convineed me of my error: the publication alladed
1o in the law, can only mean publication in Ameri-
ca; for, as the object of doing certain acts previous-
ly to publication ia merely to forewarn the Jimeri-
can public that the right is reserved, there can be
no motive for having referance to any other publica-
tion. [t is, moreover, in conformity with the apirit
of all laws to limit the meaning of their phrases by
their proper jurisdiction. Let us suppose a case,
An American writes a book. He sends a copy te
England, where it is published in March., Comply-
ing with the terms of our own Copy-Right Law, -
as to the entries and notices, the same work is pub-.
lished here in April. Now, will it be pretended
that his right is lost, always providing that his own
i the first American publication? I do not see
how it can be s0, by either the letter or the spirit
of the Iaw. The intention is to encourage the citi-
zen to write, and to give him a just property in the
fruita of bis labour; and the precautionary provi-
sions of the law are merely to prevent others from
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being injured for want of proper information. It is
of no moment to either of these dbjects that the au-
thor of 2 work has already reaped emolument,in a
foreign country. The prineiple is to encourage lite-
rature, by giving it all the advantages it can obtain, .
- If these views are correct, why may not an Eng-
lish ‘writer secure a right in this country, by selling
itin season, to a citizen here? An equitable trust
might not, probably would not be sufficient, but a
dond fide transfer for a wvsluable censideration, I
begin to think, would. It scems to me that all the
misconception which has existed on this point, has
arisen from supposing that the term publication
refers to other than a publication in the' country.
But, when one remembers how rare it is to get
lawyers to agree on a question like this, it becomesa
layman to advance his opinion with grest humility.
I suppose, after all, a good way of getting an aceu-
rate notion of the mesning of the law, would be to
toss a dollar into the air, and ery “hgads,” or “tails.””
Sir Walter Scott seemed fully aware of the great
‘eirculation of his.books in America, as well as how
much he lost by not being able to secure a copy-
right. - 8till, he admitted they produced him some- -
thing..- Our conversation on this subject terminated
by.a frack offer, on his part, of aiding me with the
publishers of his own country,* but, although grate-
CiaiL S S
** An offer that was twice Tenewed, after intervals of sevensl
yoars.
I Vor. I 8
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fal Sor tha kindoews, T was not so circumstanced as
e be able to profit by it.

He did not appear to me to be pleased with Paris.
His notions of the French were pretty accurate,
though clearly not free from the old-fashioned pre-
judices. “After all,”’ he remarked, “Y am a true
Seot, never, except on this occasion, and the short
vinit I mede to Paris in 1815, having beea out of
my own country, unless to visit England, and X
have even done very little of the latter.”” I under-
stood him to say he had never been in Ireland, at all.

I met him once more, in the evening, at the hotel
of the Princesse . 'The party had been got to-
gether in a hurry, and was not large. Our hostess con-
trived to sssemble some exceedingly clever people,
howaver, among whom were one or twe women,
who are already historical, and whom I had fancied -
‘long since dead.  All the female pext of the compa-
ny, with the silent delicacy that the French so well
understand, appeared with ribbons, hats, or arna-
‘ments of some sort or other, of a Scottish stamp.
Indoed, aimost the only woman in the room that
did not appesr to be a Caledonian was Mise Scott.
'She was in half-mourning, and with her black eyzs
amd jet-hiack hair, might very well have passed for
2 French woman, but for a slight peculiarity about
the chesk bones. She looked exceediagly well,
and was much admired. Having two or three more
places to go to, they staid but an hour. As a mat-
ter of course, all the French women were excesd-
ingly empresstes in their manner towards the Grest
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Toknown, and as there were three or four that were
wery exaggerated on the score of romance, he v
quite lucky if ke escaped some sbsurdities. Nothing
could be more patient than his manner, under it all,
but as soon as he very well eould, he got into 2 coe-
ner, where I went to speak to him. He said, laugh-
ingly, that he spoke French with so much diffieulty
he was embarrassed to answer the compliments.
« “I’1n as good 2 lion as needs be, allowing my mane
to be stroked as familiarly as they please, but I can’t
growl for them, in French. How is it with you#”
Disclaiming the necessity of being either & good or
a bad lion, being very little troubled in that way,
for his smusement I related to him an anecdote.
Pointing out to him a Coméesse de , who was
present, I told him, this lady I had met onee »
week, for several months, and st every soirfc she
invariably sziled up to me to say— Oh, Monsicwr
wemey quielies lvres!—uvos charmants livres—gqwe
vos livres sont charmante!’ and I had just maxde
up my mind that she was, at least, 2 woman of tasie,
when she approached me with the uimost sang
Jroid, and cried—¢ Bon soir, Monsieur 3 Je
viens d’acheler tous vos livres et je compie pro-
Jiter de la premiere occasion pour les lire '

I took leave of bim, in the snte-chamber, as he
went away, for he was to quit Paris the following
evening.

Sir Walter Scott’s person and manner have been so
often described, that you will not ask much of me,
in this way, especially as I sew so little of him.
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His frame ia large and muscular, his walk diffieult,
in appearance, though he boasted himself a vigorous
mountaineer, and his action, in general, measured
and heavy. His features and countenance were very
Scottish, with the short thick nose, heavy lips, and
massive cheeks, The superior or intellectual part
of his head was neither deep nor broad, but perhaps
the reverse, though singularly high. Indeed,it is
quite uncommon to see a scull so round and tower:
like in the formation, though I have met with them-
in individuals not at all distinguished for talents.: 1
"“do not think a casual observer would find anything
unusual in the exterior of Sit Walter Scott, hoyond
“his ‘physical force, which is great, without being at
all extraordinary. His eye, however, is certainly
remarkable. Gray, small, and without lustre, in his
graver moments it appears to look inward, instead
of regarding external objects, in a way, though the
expression, more or less, belongs to abstraction, that

I have never scen equalled. - His smile is good-na-

tured and social; and when he is in the mood, as
happened to be the fact 8o often in our brief inter
course s to lead me to think it characteristic of the
man, his eye would lighten with a great desl of

latent fun. He spoke more freely of his privite

affairs than I had reason to expect, though our busi-
ness introduced the subject naturally ; and, at such
times, I thought the expression changed to a sort of

melancholy resclution, -that was not ‘wanting‘in

sublimity.
The manner of Sir Walter Scott is that of & man

L
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accustomed to see much of the world without betng

. exactly a man of the world himself. He has evi-

dently great social tact, perfect self-possession, is
quiet, and absolutely without pretension, and has
much dignity ; and yet it struck me that be wanted
the ease and aplomb of one accustomed to live with
kis equals, The fact of his being a lion, may pro-
duce some sach effect, but I am mistaken if it be
not more the influence of early habits and opinions
than of any thing else.

Seott has been so much the mark of society, that -
it has evidently changed his natural maseer, which
is far less restrained, than it is his habit to be in the
world. 1 do net mean by this, the mere restraint
of decorum, but a drilled simplicity or demureness,
fike that of girls who are curbed in their tendency
to fun and light-heartedness, by the dread of obser-
vation. I have seldom keown 2 man of hia yeurs,
whose manner was so different in a #fe-d-réte,
and in the presence of a third person. In Edinburgh
the circle must be small, and he probably knows
every one. If strangers de go there, they do not
go all at once, and, of course, the old faces form the
great majority ; so that he finds himself always on
fsmiliar ground. I can readily imagine that in JAuld
Reckie, and among the proper set, warmed perhaps
by a glass of mountain-dew, that Sir Walter Scott,
in his peculiar way, ia one of the pleasantest com-
phnions the world holds. ' :

There was a ceriain M. de —- at the sgirée of
the Princesse ——, who has obtained some notori-

3‘
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ety as the writer of novels. I had the honour of
being introduced to this person, and was much
smused with one of his queationa. You are to un-
derstand that the vaguest possible notions exist in
France, on the subject of the United States. - Em-
pires, states, continents and islands, are blended in
inextricable confusion, in the minds of a large ma-
Jority of even the intelligent classes, and we some-
times hear the oddest ideas imaginable. This
ignorance, quite pardonable in part, is not confined
to France, by any meens, but exists ever in Eng-
land, a country that owght to knaw us better. It
would seem thai M. de , either because I was_
a shade or two whiter than himsell, or because he
did not conceive it possible-that an Americon could
write « book, (for in thia quarter of the world, there
is a streng tendency to believe that every man
whose name crosses the ocean from Ameriea, is
merely some European whe has gone there,) or,
from some cause that to me-is inexplicable, took it
into his head that I was an Englishmean who had
amused a Jeisure year or two in the Western
Hemisphere. After asking me a few questions con- -
eerning the country, he very coolly centinued—
-« Bt, combien de lems avez-vous passé, en Jmé-
rique, Monsieur 2’ Comprehending his mistake,
for & little practice here makes one quick in such
matters, I answered—* Monasieur, nous y sommes,
dépuis deux sibcles”” 1 guestion if M. de..—-
kas yet recovered from his surprize ! :
‘The French, when their general cleverness.is con-
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sidered, are singularly ignorsnf of the habits, insti-
tutions, and civilization of other countries. This is
in part owiag to their being little addicted to travel-
ling. Their commercial enterprize is not great; for
though we occasienally sce a Frenchman carrying
with him into pursuits of this neture, the com-
prehensive views, and one might aimost say, the
philosophy, that distingpish the real intelligence of
‘the country, such instances are rare, the prevailing
eharacter of their commerce being caution and close
dealing. Like the people of all great nations, their
attention is drawn more to themselves than to others,
and then the want'of a knowledge of foreign lan.
guages has greatly eontributed to their ignorance.
This want of knowledge of foreign languages, in a
nation that has traversed Europe as conquerors, is
owing to the fact that they have either carried their:
own language with them, or met it everywhere. It
‘ts a want, moreover, that belongs rather to the last
generation, than to the present; the returned emiv
grants havjng brought back with them a taste for
English, German, talian and Spanish, which has
.communicated itself to all, or nearly all, the edu
.eated people of the country. English, in particular,
s now very generally studied ; and perhaps, rela-
tively, more French, under thirty years of age, are
40 be found in Paris, who speak English, than Ame-
vicans, of the same age, are to be found in New
York, who speak French. :

I think the limited powers of the language, and
the rigid laws to which it has been subjected, cons
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tribute to render the Freneh less acquainted with
foreign nations, than they would otherwise be. In
all their translations, there is an effort to render the
word, however peculiar may be its mesning, into
the French tongue. Thus, “township,” and “city,””
.met with in an American book, would probably
be rendered by “ canfon,” or % commune,”’ or
“wille;” peither of which conveys an accurate idex
of the thing intended. In an English.or American
book, we should introduce the French word at onee,
which would induce the reader to inquire into
the differences that exist.between the minor territe-
rial divisions of his own eountry, and those of the
country of which he is reading. In this manner is
the door opened for further information, until both
writers and readers come to find it ezsier and more
agreeable to borrow words from others, than to cur-
tail their ideas by their national vocabularies. The
French, however, are beginning to feel their pover-
ty, in this respect, end some are aiready bold enough
to resort to the natural cure.

The habit of thinking of other nations through
their own customs, betrays the people'of this ¢oun-
try into many ridiculous mistakes. QOne hears, here,
the queerest questions imaginable, every day ; all
of which, veiled by the good-breeding and delicacy
that characterize the nation, betrey an innocent sense
of superiority, that may be smiled at, and which cre-
ates no feeling of resentment, A savan lately named
to me the coasting tonnage of France, evidently with
the expectation of excitiag my admirstion; and on



B

FRANCE. 33

my receiving the information coolly, he inquired,
with a little sarcasm of manner—*without doubt,

.you have some coasting tonnage, also, in America ?”’

“The cossting tonnage of the United States, Mon-
gieur, ia greater than the entire tonnage of France.”
The man looked astonished, and I was covered with
questions, as to the nature of the trade that required
86 much shipping, among a population numerically
a0 small. It could not possibly be the consumption
of a country—he did pot say it, but he evidently
thought it—so insignificant and poer? I told him,
.that, bread, wine, and every other article of the first

- necessity exeepted, the other consumption of Ame-

rica, especially in luxuries, did not.fall so much short
of that of France as he imagined, owing to the great
abundance in which the middling and lower classes
lived. Unlike Europe, articles that were imported,
svere mere necessaries of life, in America, such as
tes, coffee, sugar, &c., &c., the lowasst labourer usu-
ally indulging in them. He left me evidently im-
pressed with new notions, for there s a desire to
learn mingled with all their vanity. '
But, I will relate a laughable blunder of & trans-
lator, by way of giving you a familiar example of
the manner in which the French fall into error, con-
cerning the condition of other nations, and to illus-
trate my meaning. Xn one of the recent American -
novels that have been circulsted here, a character is.
made to betray eonfusion, by tracing lines on the
table, after dinner, with some wine that had been

, spilt, a sort of idle eccupation sufficiently common
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to allow the allusion to be understood by every
American. The sentence was faithfully rendered ;
but, not satisfied with giving his original, the trans-
lator annexes a note, in which he says, ¥ one sees
by this little trait, that the use of table-cloths, st the
time of the American Revolution, was unknown in
Americal” You will understand the train of res-
soning that led him to this conclusion. In Franee
the cover is laid, perhaps, on a coarse table of oak,
" or even of pine, and the cloth is never drawn; the
men leaving the table with the women. In Ameri-
ca, the table is of highly polished mshogany, the
cloth is removed, and the men sit, as in England.
Now the French ecustom was supposed to be the
custom of mankind, and wine could not be traced
on the wood had there been a cloth ; America was a
young and semi-civilized nation, and, erge, in 1779,
there could have been no table-cloths known in
America! When men even visit a people of whom
they have heen accustomed to-think in this way,
they use their eyes through the medium of the
imagination. I lately met & French traveller whe
affirmed that the use of carpets was hardly known
among us.
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LETTER IL

To Jamzes E. De Kavy, Esqumx_.

In my last, I gave you a few examples of the
instances in which the French have mistaken the
relative civilization of their country and Ameriea,
and I shall now give you some in which we have
fallen into the same error, or the other side of the
question,

.. There has lately been an exhibition of articles of
French manufacture, at Pavis; one of, I believe, the
trieanial collections of this character, that have been
established here. The court of the Louvre was
filled with tempoxary booths, for the occasion, and
‘vagt ronges of the unfinished apartments in that
magnificent palace have been thrown.open for the
ssme purpose. The court of the Louvre, of itself,
is an ares rather more than four hundred fest square,
and T should think fully a quarter of a mile of roams
in the building itself, are to be added to the space
oecupied for this purpose.

The first idez, with which I wes impremed, on
walking through the beoths and galleries, on this ge-
casion, was the graat disproportion between the ob. .
jeota purely of taste snd lusury, and the ohjects of
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use. The former abounded, were very generally ~
elegant and well imagined, while the latter betrayed
the condition of a nation whose civilization has com-
menced with the summit, instead of the base of so-
ciety.

In France, neatly every improvement in ma-
chinery is the result of scientific research ; is unoh-
Jjectionable in prmclples, profound in the adaptation
of its parts to the end, and commouly besutiful in
form. - But it ends here, rarely penetrating the
mass, and preducing positive results. The conser-
vatoire des arts, for instance, is full of beautiful

* and ingenious ploughs, while France is tilled with
heavy, costly and cumbrous implements of this na-

ture. Oue sees light mould turning up, here, under
» sort of agricultural diligences, drawn by four, and
even six heavy horses, which in America would be
doné quite as well, and-much sooner, by two.. You
know 1 am farmer encugh to understand what I say,
on & point like this. In France, the cutlery, iron-

" ware, glass, door-fastenings, hinges, locks, fire-irons,
* axes, hatchets, carpenter’s tools, and, in short, almost
. every lhmg that is connected with homely industry

and homely eomfort, is inferior to the same thing in
America. Ttis true, many of our articles are.im-

‘ ported, but this produces no change in the habits ‘of

the respective people ; our manufactories are merely
in Birmingham, instead of being in Philadelphia.-
I have now been long enough in France to undér-
stand that seeing an article in an exhibition like the
one I am describing, is no proof that it enters at all
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into the comfors and civilization of the nation, al-
though it may be an object as homely as a harrow
or a spade. ‘The scientific part of the country has
little influence, in this way, on the operative. The
chasm between knowledge and ignorance is so vast
in Franoce, that it requires a long time for the sim-
plest idea to find its way across it,

Exhibitions are every where bad guides to the
average civilization of 2 country, as it is usual to ex-
pose. only the objects that have heen wroaght with
the greatest care. In a popular sense, they are proofs
of what can be done, rather than of what is done.
The clotha that I saw in the booths, for instance, are
pot to be met with in the shops; the specimens of
fire-arms, glass, eutlery, &c. &e., toe, are all much
superior to any thing one finds on sale. But this is
the ease every where, from the boarding-school to
the military parade, men invariably putting thé best
foot foremost, when they are to be especially in-
spected. This is not the difference I mean. Fa-
miliar, as every Ameriean, at all accustomed to the
usages of genteel life in his own country, must be,
with the better manufactures of Great Britain,. I
think he would be struck. by the inferiority of even
the best specimens of the. commoner artjeles that
were here laid before the public. But when it came
to .the articles of elegance and lupary, as con-
rected with forms, taste and execydon, though not
always in ingenulty and extent of comfort, I should
think that no Englishman, Jét his rank in life be

VYor. IL 1
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what it would, could pass through this wilderness of
elegaticies, without wonder.

Even the manufactures in which we, or rather
the English (for I now refer more- to use than to
produetion) ordinarily excel, such as carpets, rugs,
porcelain, plate, and all the higher articles of per-
soual comfort, as exceptions, surpass those of which
we have any notion. I say, as exceptions, not in
the sense by which we distinguish the extraordinary
efforts of the ordinary manufacturer, in order to
make a figure at an exhibition, but certain chjects
produced in certain exclusive establishments, that
are chiefly the property of the crown, as they have
been the offspring of regal taste and magnificence.

Of this latter character is the S4vres china. There
are manufactures of this name, of a quality that
brings them within the reach of moderate fortunes,
it is true, but one obtains no idea of the length to
which luxury and taste have been pushed in this
branch of art, without examining the objects mmde
especially for the king, who is in the habit of dis
tributing them as presents among the crowned heads
and his personal favourites. After the wire has
beea made, with the-grestest care, -and of the best
matetisle, artists of celebrity are employed to paint
it. You cun easily imagine the value of these ar- .
ticles, when you remember that each plate has a de-
sign of it8 own, beautifully executed in eclours, and
presenting a landsmpe or an historical subject, that
is fit to be framed and suspended in-a gallery. One
or two of the artists employed in this manner have



. ' PRANCE. . ' L1
great reputations, and it is no uncommon thing te
see minigiures, in gilded frames, which, on examina-
" tion, prove to be on porcelin. Of course the paint-
ing has been subject to the action of heat, in the
baking. As respects the miniatures, there is not
much to be said in their favour. They are well
drzwn and well enough coloured, but the process
and the material together, give them a glossy, un-
natural appearance; which must prevent them from
ever being considered as more than so many fours
de force in the arts, But on vases, dinner setts,
and all ornamental furniture of thia nature, in which
we look for the peculiarities of the material, they
produce a magnificence of effect, that I cannot de-
scribe. Vases of the value of ten or fifteen thousand
francs, or even of more money, are not UNCEMIMoR,
snd at the exhibition there was a liitle table, the
price of which I believe was two thausand dollars,
that was a perfect treasure in its way.

Busts, and even atatues, I beliave, have been at-.
tempted in this branch of art. This, of course, is
enlisting the statuary as well as the painter in its
service. ] remember to have seen, when at Sdvres,
'many busts of the late Duc de Berri, in the pro-
cess of drying, previously to being put into the
aven, Qur cicerone, on that oécasion, made us
laugh, by the routine with which he went through
his catalogue of wonders. He had pointed out to
ua the unbaked busts, in a partidular room, and, on
entering another apartment, where the bakéd busts
were standing, he exclaimed—“.24! voild son AI-

4
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fesse Royal tout cuit.”’ ‘This is just the amount of
the criticism I should hazard on this branch of the .
Séyres art, or on that which exceeds its legitimate
limits—<Behold hisRoyal Highness,ready cooked.”

The value of some of the single plates must be
very considersble, and the king, {requently, in pre-

" senting a solitary vase, or ornament of the Svres
porcelein, presents thousands,

The tapestry is another of the costly works, that
it hds suited the policy of France to keep up, while
her ploughs, and axes, and carts, and other ordinary
implements are still so primitive and awkward. The
exhibition contained muny specimens from the Go-
bekins, that greatly surpassed my expectations, They
were chiefly historical subjeets, with the figures
larger than life, and might very well have passed,
with a novice, at g little distance, for oil paintings.
The- dimensions of the apartment are taken, and the
subject is designed, of course, on a scale suited te
the room, The effect of this species of ornsment
is very noble and imposing, and the tapestries-have
the additional merit of warmth and comfort. Hang-
ings in cloth are very common in Paris, but the
tapestry of the Gobelins is chiefty confined’ to' the
royal palaces. Our neighbour the duc de- , has
some of it, however, in his hotel, a present froni the .
king, but the colours are much faded, and the work
is otherwise the worse for time. I have heard him
say, that one piece he has, even in its dilapidated
state, ia valued at seven thousand francs. Occasion-
lly a little of this tapestry is found, in this manner,

1
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in the great hotels ; but, as a vule, ita use is strictly
royal.

The paper for hangings, is another article in
which the French excel. We get very pretty spe--
cimens of their skill in this manufacture in America,
but, with occesional exceptions, nothing that is
strictly magnificent finds its way into our markets,
I was much struck with some of these hangings that
were made to imitate velvet. The cloth appeared
to be actually incorporated with the paper, and by
no ingenuity of which I was master, could I detect
the méans. The style of paper is common enough,
every where, but this exhibition had qualities far
surpassing any thing of the sort I had eéver before
seen. Curiosity has since led me- to the paper~
maker, in order to penetrate the secrets of his art,
and there, like the affair of Cdlumbus and the egg,
I found the whole thing as simple as heart could
wrish. You will probahbly smile, when you learn the
process by which paper is converted into velvet,
whieh is hriefly this.

Wooden moulds are used to stamp the desigos,
each eolour being put on, by laying a separate mould
on its -proper place, one mould heing used sfter an-.
other, though anly one is used on any particular oc-
casion. Thus, all the black is put on now, .the
green to-morrow, and the yellow next day. As to
the velvets, they are produced as follows. Wool is
chopped fine, and dyed the desired hue. Iam not
certain that cotton, or gven other materizals may not
be used. This choppsd a4n:1 coloured wool is throwa



= IRARCE,.

into & tub; the mould is covered with some glu-
tinous substance, and when applied it leaves on the
paper the adhesive property, as types lesve the ink.
- The paper pesses immediately over the tub, and a
boy throws on the wool. A light blow or two, of
a raitan, tosses it about, and finally throws'all back
again into the tub. that has not touched the glue.
The prinied peart, of course, is covered with blue,
or purple, or scarlet woal, and is converted, by 2
touch of the wand, into velvet! The process of
covering a yard lasts about ten seconds, and I
should think considerably more than a hundred
yards of paper could be velvefized in an hour. We
laughed at the discovery, and came away satisfied
that Solomon could have known nothing.about man-
ufacturing paper-hangings, or he would not have
seid there was nothing “new under the sun.”

But the manufacture of France.that struck me as
being -strictly in the best taste, in which: perfection
and maguificence sre attained without recourse to
conceits, or doing violence to any of the proprieties,
are the products of the Savonnerie, and the exqui-
sitely designed and exeauted works of Beauvais:
These include- chair bottoms and backs, hangings
for rooms, and, I believe, carpets. At all events, if
the carpets do not come from-these places, they are
quite ‘worthy to have that extraction. Flowers,
arabesgues, and other similar designs, exquisitely
eoloured and drawn, chiefly Jimit the efforts of the
former; and the carpets were in single pieces, and
made to fit the.room. Nothiug that you have. eves’
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seen, or probably have imagined, at 2l equals the
magnificence of some of these princely carpets. In-
deed, } know nothing that runs a closer parallel to
the general civilization between Franee and Eng-
lend, and I might almost add of Ameries; than the
hisfory of their respective carpets. In' France, a
vast majority of the people hardly know what a car-
pet is. They nse mud floors, or, rising # little above
the very lowest classes, coarse stone and rude tiles
are substituted. The middling classes, out of the

‘large towns, have litdle else' besides painted tilem

The wooden parguet iz met with, in all the better
houses, and is well made and well kept. There is a
fimish and beauty about them, that is not misplaced
even im a palace. Among all these classes, until
quite lately, carpets were unknown, or at least they
were confined to the very highest class of society.
The great influx of Erglish hes introduced ‘them
jnto the public hotels, and ecommon lodging houses,
but I have visited among many French of rank and
fortune, in the dead of winter, and found no carpets:
A few of a very coarsequality, made of rags, adroitly
tortured into Jaboured designs, are seen, it is true,
even in indifferent houses; but the rule is, as I have
told you. In short, carpets, in this country, until
quite Jately, have been deemed articles of high lux-
ury; and, like nearly every thing else that is mag.
nificent and luxurious, at the point where they have
been taken up, they infinitely exceed any thing of

* t¥he sort in England. The classical designs, perfect:
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drawings, and brilliant eolours, defeat every effort
.to surpass them,—1I had alinost said, all competition.

In all America, except in the new.regions, with
here and there, a dwelling on the frontier, there is
scarcely a house to be found without cerpets, the
owners of which are at all above the labouring classes.
Even in many of the latter they are to be found,
We are carpetted, frequently, from the kitchen to
the garret; the richness and rarity of the menufac-
ture increasing as we ascend in the scale of wealth
and faghion, until we reach the uttermost limits of
our habits—a point where beauty and neatness verga
upon elegance and magnificence. At this point, how-
ever, we Stop, and the turn of the French com-
mences. Now this is the history of the compara-
tive civilization of the two countries, in a multitude
of other matters ; perhaps it would be better to sy
it is the general comparative history of the two
countries, The English differ from uvs, only, in
carrying their scale both higher and lower then
ourselvesa; in being sometimes magnificent, and
sometimes impoverished ; but rarely, indeed, de
they equal the French, in the light, classieal, and
elegant taste that so eminently distinguishes these
people. There is something ponderous and purse-
proud about the magnificence of England, that is
scarcely ever visible here; though taste is evidently
and rapidly on the increase in England, on the one
hand, as comfort is here, on the other. The French °
have even partially adopted the two werds “ fash«
fonable,’ and « comfortadle.”’
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One of the, most curious things connected with
the arts in France, is that of transferring old pic-
tures from wood to eanvass: A large proportion of
the paintings- of the sixteenth and seventeenth cen-
turies were done on wood o copper, and many of
the former are, or have been, in danger of being lost,
from decay. In order to meet the evil, a process
has been invented by which the painting is trans-
ferred to canvas, where it remains, to all appearance,
ae good as ever. I have taken some pains to ascer-
tain in what manner this nice operation is perform- -
ed. T have seen pictures in various stages of the
process, though- I have never watched any one
throughs it all ; and, in one instance; I saw a smal}
Wouvermans, stripped to the shirt, if it may be'so
expressed, or, in other words, when if was nothing
buf painl. From what I have seen and- been told;
} understard the mode of effecting this delicate and
almost ineredible operation, to be as follows:—

A glue is rubbed over the face of the picture;
which is ther laid on a piece of canvas that is pro-
perly stretched and secured, to receive it. Weights
are now Jaid on the back of the picture;and it is left
for a day or two, in order that the glue may harden.

. The weights are then removed, ard the' operator
.commences removing the wood, first with a plane,
. snd, when he approaches the puint, with sharp deli-

cate chissels. The paint is kept in its place by the
canvas to which it is glued, and which is itself se-
cured to the table; and, slthough the entire body of
the colours, hardened as it in by time, is usually not
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. thicker than a thin wafer, the wood is commonly
taken entirely from it. Should a thin fregment
be left, however, or a crack made in the paint, it is
considered of no great moment. The Wpuver-
mans alluded to, was pure paint, however, and

I was shown the pieces of wood, much worm-

eaten, that had been removed. When the wood

is away, glue is applied to the back of the paint,

and to the canvas on which it is intended the pie-

ture shall remain. The latter is then laid on the
paint. New weights are placed above it, and they

are left two or three days longer, for this new glue

to harden. When it is thought the adhesion be-

tween the second canvas and the paint is sufficient,

the weighta are removed, the picture is turned, and

warm water is used in loosening the first couvas

from the face of the pieture, until it can be sripped

" off. More or less of the varnish of the picture usu-~

ally comes off, with the glue, rendering the separation

easier, The painting is then cleaned, retouched, and

should it be neceasary, varnished and framed; afier

which it commenly looks as well, and is really as

sound and as ‘good as ever, so far, at least, as the

consistency is concerned.

Among other wonders in the exhibition, was the
coronation coach of Charles X. This carriage in
truly magnificent. It is quite large, as indeed are
ali the royal carriages, perhaps as large as an Ame-
rican stage-coach ; the glass, pure and spotless as air,
goes all round the upper compartments, 8o as to ad-
mit of a view of the whole interior; the pannels are
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beautifully painted in design; the tep has gilded
and well-formed angels blowing trumpets, and the
crown of France surmounts the centre. The wheels,
and irain, and pole, are red, striped with gold. All
the leather is red morocco, gilt, as is the haroess.
Plumes of ostrich feathers ornament the sngles, and,
altogether, it is 2 most glittering and gorgeous ve-
hicle. The paintings, the gildings, and all the de-
tails are well executed, except the runming gesr,
which struck me a8 clumsy and imperfect. The
vost is said 0 have been sbhout sixty thousand dol-
lars,

Many new .rooms in the Louvre were thrown
open on this ocoasion, in order that the paintings on
thair ceilings might be viewed, and as I walked
through this gorgeous magnificence, I felt how
small were our higliest pretensions to anything like
elegance or splendour. The very extreme of art,
of this nature, may, of itself, be of ne great direct
benefit, it-ia thse, but it should be remembered, that
theiskill which produces these extrsordinary fruits,
in its road to the higher points of magnificence, pro-
duces ail that emibellishea life in the intermediate
gratlations,

Jn Americs, in the eagerness of -gain, and wnth
the: contraoted habits that a love of gain engendurs,
whish by their 'own -avidity, as isusual with the
grosseripassions, to¢ often defeat their own ends, we
ovetlook the vast importance of cuitivating the fne
arfs, even ina pecuniury sense, to saynothing of the
inoreased yneans of enjoying the very muoney that is
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8o blindly pursued, which their possession entails.
France is at this moment laying all christendom
under contribution, simply by means of her taste.
Italy, where the arts have flourished still longer, and
where they have still more effectually penetrated
society, would drive the English end French out of
every market on earth, were-the national energy
at &ll equal to the national tastes. These things do
not as exclusively belong to extreme luxury as they
may at first seem. Science, skill of the nicest in.
vestigation, and great research, are all enlisted in
their behalf ;. and, in time, implements of the
most homely uses derive perfection, as by-plays,
from the investigations consequent on the produe-
dion of luxuries. It is true, that, by blending
& certain amount of information with practice, as in
the case of the American labourer, our wants find
-the means of furnishing their own supplies; but,
apart from the fact that the man who makes a chair -
is not obliged to sit in it, and i3 therefore content to
consult his prefits merely, the impulses of praetice
are much aided by the accumulated knowledge of
study. The influence that the arts of design have
bad on the French manufactures is inezleulable,
They have brought in the aid of chemistry, and
mathematics, and a knowledge of antiquity; and
we can trace the effects in the bronzes, the porpe-
Iain, the hangings, the chintzes, the silks, down to’
the very ribbands of the country. We shall in
vain endeavour to compete with the great European
nations, unless we make stronger efforts to cultivate



FRANCE. 49

the fine arts, Of what avails cur beantiful glaps,
unless we know how to cut it; or of what great ad-
vantage, in the strife of industry, will be even the
skilful glass-cutter, should he not alao be the faste-
Jul glass-cutter, It is true that classical forms and
proportions are, as yet, of no great account among
us, and the great mass of the American people atill
eling to their own uninstructed fancies, in preference
to the outlines and proportions of the more approved
models, and to those hues which art has demonstrated
to be harmonious. This is the history of every so-
ciety in its pregress to perfection; and, cut off as
we are from the rest of the civilized world, it is not
to be expected that we are to make an extraordinary
exception. But, while we may be satisfied with our
own skill and taste, the happy lot of all ignorance,
our customers will not have the same self-compla-
cency, to induce them te become purchasers. We
find this truth already. We beat all nations in the
fabrication of common unstamped cottons. Were
trade as free ap some political economists pretend,
we should drive all our competitors out of every
market, as respects this one article. But the mo-
ment we atiempt to print, or to meddle with that
part of the business which requires taste, we find
ourselves inferior to the Earopeans, whose forms
we are compelled to imitate, and of course to receive
when no longer novel, and whose hues defy our art,

The wisest thing the United States could do,.
would be to appropriate thirty or forty millions to
the formation of a marine, not to secure the coast,

Vo, IL 5
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a# our hen-roost statesmen are always preaching, .
but to keep, in our own hands, the control of ou#
own fortunes, by rendering our enmity or friendship
of s0 much account to Europe, that no power shall
ever again dare trespass on our national rights:-—
and one of the next wisest measures, I honestly be-
lieve, would be to appropriate, at once, 2 million to.
the formation of a National Gallery, in which copies
of the antique, antiques themselves, pictures, bronzes,
aradesgques, and other models of true taste, might
be collected, before which the young aspirants for.
fame might study, and with which become imbued,
an the preliminary step to an infusion of their merits
into society. Without including the vast influence
of such a cultivation on the manners, associations,
intellects and habita of the people—an influence that
can scarcely be appreciated too highly—fifty years
would ses the first cost returned fifty-fold, in the
shape of the much beloved dollar, Will this hap-
" pen? Not till men of enlightened minds—states-
men, instead of political partizans—are sent to
Washington. It is the misfortune of America to lie
30 remote from the rest of the civilized world, as to
feel Lttle of the impulses of a noble competition,
our rivalry commonly limiting itself to the vulgar
exhibitions of individual venity; and this the more
to our disadvantage, as, denied access to the best
modelr for even this humble species of contention,
with the antsgonists we are compelled to choose,
victory is as bad as defeat.
One of the great impediments to'a high class of
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improvement, in America, is the disposition to re-
sent every intimation that we can be any better than
we are at present. Kew, perhaps no country, has
ever endured so much evil-disposed and unmerited
abuse a3 our own, It is not difficult to trace the

* reasons, and every American should meet it with a

just and manly indighation. But, being deemed 2
nation of rogues ; barbarous, and manifesting the
vices of an ancestry of convicts, is a very different
thing from standing at the head of civilization. This
tendency to repel every suggestion of inferiority is
one of the surest signs of provincial habits ; it is
exactly the feeling with which the resident of the
village resents what he calls the airs of the town,
and that which the izland trader brings with him
among those whom he terma the “dandies” of the
sea-board. In short, it is the jealousy of inferiority,

-on the exciting points, whatever may be the merits

of its subject in other matters, and furnishes, of
itself, the best possible proof that there is room for
amendment. The French have a clever and pithy
saying, that of— On peut tout dire, & un grand
peuple”” % One may tell all to a great nation.”

Note.—Every one was telling me that I should find the coun.
try so altered, afler an absence of eight years, that I should not
know it. Altered, indeed, I found it ; tmt not quite so evidently
improved, It struck me that there was a vast expansion of me-
diocrity, that was well enongh in itself, but which was so over-
whelming as nearly to overshadow every thing that once stood
prominend, a0 mere excellent. This was, perhape, no more then
s natural consequence of the elasticity and growth of a young
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vigorous community, which, in its aggregate character, as in that
of its individuals, must pass through youth to arrive at manhood.
Btill it was painful, and doubly so, to one coming from Europe.
¥ saw the tuwna increassd, more tawdry than ever, but absolutely
with less real tasts than they had in my youth. The art of paint-
ing alons appeared to me to hava made any material sdvances in
the right divection, if one excepls increase in wealth, and in the
facilities to create wealth. The stsam-boats were the only objects
that approached magnificence, but while they had incressed in
show, they had less comfort and respectability, The taverns, as
s whole, had dsterioreted, though the three first I happened to
enter might well compete with a very kigh clam of European
inns, viz. Head's, Barnum's, and Gadsby’s,
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LETTER IIL

To JaMES STEvENsoN, Esquire, ALBAXY.

I carxor tell you whence the vulgar notions that
we entertain of the French, which, with many other
pernicious prejudices have made a part of our great
inheritance from Eingland, have been originally ob-
tained. Certainly I have seen no thing, nor any
person, after a long residence in the country, to
serve as models to the flippant marguis, the over-
dressed courtiers, or the pefifes maitresses of the
English dramatists, Even a French perruguier is
quite as homely and plain 2 personage a3 an English
oran American barber. But these Athenians grosaly
caricature themselves as well as. their neighbours.
Although Paris is pretty well garnished with Eng-
lish of -all degrees, from the Duke down, it has
never yet been my luck to encounter an English
dandy. Now and then one meets with a ¢ dresser,”
a man who thinks more of his appearance than be-
comes his manhood, or than eomports with good
breeding ; and oceasionally a woman is seen who is
a mere appendage ta her attire, but, I am persuaded,
that, a8 a rule, neither of these vulgar classes exists,
among people of any condition, in either country. -

5* '
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It is impossible for me to say what changes the revo-
"lution, and the wars, and the new notions, may have

produced in France, but there is no sufficient reason

for believing that the present cropped and fringeless,
- be~whiskered, and Auceless generation of France,
diflers more from their be-wigged, belaced and pow-
dered predecessors, than the men and women of
any other country differ from their particular ances-

tors. Boys wore cock’d hats, and breeches, and

swords, in America, previously to the revolution 3
and our immediate fathers flourished in scarlet coats, -
powder, ruffled fingers, and embroidered waistcoats.

The manners of the continent of Europe are more
finished than those of England, and, while quiet and:
simplicity are the governing rules of good-breeding
every where, even in uasophisticated America, this
quiet. and simplicity i more gracious and more
graceful in France than in the neighbouring island.
As yet, ] see no other difference, in mere deport-
ment, though there is abundance when one goes into-
the examination of character.

I have met with a good many people: of the old:
sourt &t Paris, and, though now and then there iz a
certain roué atmoaphere azbout them, both- men and
women, as if too- much time had been passed at Co-
blentz, they have generally, in other respects, been
models of elegant demeanor. Usually they are sim-
ple, dignified, and yet extremely gracious——gracious
without the appearance of affability, a quality that
is almost alwaya indicative of-a consciousness of su-
perioritys The predominant fault of manner here:
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is too strong 2 hand in applying flattery, but this . .
is a8 much the fault of the head as of breeding.
The French are fond of hearing pleasant things.
They aay themselves that % a Frenchman goes into
society to make himself agreeable, and an Enghsh-v

- man to make himself disagreeable,” and the dire is
not altogether without foundation in truth. I never
met & Frenchman, in society here, who appeared to-
wigh to enhanee his importance by what are called
“airs,”” though a coxcomb in feeling is an animak
not altogether unkrown to the patural history of
Paris, nor is the zoological science of M. Cuvxer in-
dispensable to his discovery.

1 shaill probably surprise you with one of my
epinions. I think the population of Parjs, physic.
ally speaking, finer than that of London. Fine men
and fine women are, by no means, as frequent, after
allowing for the difference in whole numbers, in the
Freoch, 28 in the English capital, but, neither are
there as many miserable, pallid and squalid objects.
‘Fhe French are a smaller race than the English,
much smaller than the race of Eunglish gentlemen,

. so many of whom congregate at London ; but the
population of Paris has a sturdy, healthful look, that
1 do not think iz by any means as general in Lon-
don. In making this comparison, allowance must be
made for the better dress of the English, and for their
fogs, whose effect is te bleach the skin and to give &
eolour that has no necessary connexion with the
springs of life, although the female portion of the:
population of Paris has probably as much colour

L
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~ as that of London, It might possibly be safer to
aay that the femnale population of Paris is finer than
that of London, though I think on the whole the
males may be included, also. Xdo not mesn by
this, that there is relatively as much female beauty
in Paris as in London, for in this respect the latter
has immeasurably the advantage, but, locks apart,
that the physigue of the French of Paris is supe-
rior to that of the English of London, The popu-
lation of Paris is a favourable specimen of that of
the kingdom, while that of London, Westminster
excepted, is not at all above the level of the entire
country, if, indeed, it be as-good.”
. The very genersl notion, which exists in America,
that the French are a slightly-built, airy people, and
that their women, in particular, are thin and with-
out embonpoint, 13 a most extraerdinary one, for
there is not a particle of foundation forit. The
woimen of Paris are about as tall aa the women of
America, and could a fair sample of the twe nations
he placed in the scales, I have no doubt it would be

* This opinion remains the same in the writer, who, between
the years 1806 and 1833, hae been six times in London, and be-
tween the years 1826 and 1839, five times in Paris, In 1833, be
left Paris for London, aailing for home from the letter place. A
fow days after his srrival he wettt to Washington, where, during
the sezsion of Congress, drese and air not considered, he thought
he had never met ao Jaxge a proportion of fine men, in any part
of the warid, He was particularly struck with their size, as wan
an American friend who was with him, and who had also paseed
many years abroad, having feft Liverpool the stme day the writer
atiled frum Portamouth.
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found that the French women would outweigh the
Americans in the proportion of six to five. Instead
of being meagre, they are compactly built, with
good busts, inclining to be full, and well limbed, 2s
any one may see, who will take the trouble to walk
the streeta after a hard shower; for, as Falstaff told
- Prince Henry, “You are straight enough in the
shoulders: you care.not who sees your back.” In-
deed, I know no females to whom the opinion
‘which we entertain of the French women may bet-
ter apply than to our own, and yet I konow none
who are so generally well-looking,

The French are not a handsome nation. Personsl
beauty in either sex is rare: there is 2 want of sim-
plicity, of repose, of dignity, and even of harmoni~
ous expression, what they themselves call finesse,
in their countenances, and yet the livelincss of the
eyes end the joyous character of their looks, render
them agreeable. You are not to understand from:
this that great personal beauty does not exist in
France, however, for there are so many exceptions
to the rule, that they have occosionally mede me
hesitate about believing it a rule at all. The -
French quite often possess a feature in great perfec-
tion, that is very rare in England, where personal
besuty is so common in hoth sexes, It is in the
mouth, and partieularly in the smile. Want of
finesse about the mouth is a general European de-
ficiency (the Italiany have more of it than any.other
people I know), and it is as prevalent an advantage
in America. But the races of Saxon root fail in the
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chin, which wants nobleness and volume. Here, it
is quite common to see profiles that would seem in
their proper places on a Roman coin. -

Although female beauty is not common in France,
when it is found, it is usually of 2 very high order.
The sweet, cherub-like, guileless expression, that be-
lengs to the English female face, and throogh it,
to the American, is hardly ever, perhaps never, met
with here, The French countenance seldom con-
veys the idea of extreme, infantile, innocence. Even
in the children there is @ manner, which, while it
does not absolutely convey an impression of an ab-
sence of the virtues, I think leaves less conviction
of its belonging to the soul of the being, than the
peculiar look I mean. One alwzys sees woman ;
modest, amiable, spirifuel, feminine snd attraetive,
if you will, in a French girl; while ene sometimes
sees an angel in a young English or American face.
I have no allusion now to religious education, or to
religious feelings, which are quite aa general in the
sex, particularly the young of good families, under'
their characteristic distinetions, here, as anywhere
else. In this particular, the great difference is, that
in Ameriea it is religion, and in France it is infidel-
ity, that is metaphysical.

There is a coquetish prettiness that is quite com-
mon in France, in which air and manner are min-
gled with a certain sauciness of expression, that is
not easily described, but which, while it blenda well
' enough with the atyle of the face, is rather pleasing
than captivating, It marks the peculiar beauty of
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the grisetfe, who, with her little cap, hands stuck
in the pockets of -her apron, mineing walk, coquet-
ish eye, and well-balanced head, is a creature per-
fectly suf generis. Such a girl is more like an
actress imitating the character, than one is apt to
irhagine the character itself. I have met with im3-
tators of these roguish beauties in a higher station,
such 23 the wives and daughters of the industrious
classes, as it is the fashion to call them here, and
even among the banking community, but never
among women of condition, whose deportment in
France, whatever may be their morals, is usually
marked by gentility of air, and a perfectly good
tone of manner, always excepting that small taint
of roubism to whieh I have already alluded, and
which certainly must have come from the camp and
emigration,

The highest style of the French beauty is the
classical. I cannot recall a more lovely picture, a
finer union of the grand and the feminine, then the
Duchesse de , in full dress, at a carnival ball,
where she shone peerless among hundreds of the
élite of Europe. I see her now, with her small,
well-seated head ; her large dark, brilliant eye rivet-
ed on the mazes of a Polognnaise, danced in charae-
ter ; her hair, black as the raven’s wing, clustering
over a brow of ivory ; her graceful form slightly in-
clining forward in delighted and graceful attention;
her features just Grecian enough to be a model of
delicate beauty, just Roman enough to be noble ; her
ealour ‘heightened to that of youth, by the heat of
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the room, and her costume, in which all the art of
Paris was blended with a critical knowledge of the
just and the becoming. "And yet this woman was
a grandmother! ,

The men of France have the same physical and
the same conventional peculiarifies sa the women,
They are short, but sturdy. Including all France, for
there is a material difference in this respect between
the north and the south, I should think the average
stature of the French men, (not women) to be quite
an inch and a half below the average stature of
America, and possibly two inches. At home, I did
not find myself greatly above the medium height,
and in a crowd I was slways compelled to stand on
tip-toe to look over the heads of those around me ;
whereas, here, I am evidently un grand, and can
see across the Champs Elysées, without any diffi-
culty. You may remember thet I stand, as near as
may be, to five feet ten ; it follows that five feet ten
is rather a tall man in France. You are not to sup~
pose, however, that there are not occasionally men
of great stature in this country. One of the largest
men I have ever seen, appears daily in the garden
of the Tuileries, and I am told he is a Frenchman
of one of the north-eastern provinces. That part of
~ the kingdom is German, rather then French, how-
wver, and the population still retain most of the pe-
culiarities of their origin.

The army has a look of service and activity,
rather than of force. T should think it more formj-
dable by its manceuvres than its charges. Indeed,
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‘the tactics of Napoleon, whe used the legs of his
troops more than their miskets, aiming at concen-
trating masses on importait points, goes ta show that
he depended on alertness instead of Jottom. This
is just the quality that would be most likety to pre-
vail against your methodital, slow-thinking, and

slow-moving German, and I make no question, the ..

short, stardy, nimble legs of the little warriors of this
country have gained many a field.

A general officer, himself a six-footer, told me,
lately, that they had found the tall men of very little
use in the field, from their inability to endure the
fatigues of a campaign. When armies shall march
on rail roads, and maneuvre by steam, the grena-
diers will eome in play again; but, as it is, the French
are admirably adapted by their physigue, to run the
carcer that history has given them. The Romans
resembled them in this respect, Cicoro admitting that
‘many people excelled them in size, strength, beauty,
and even learning, though he claimed a superiority
for his countrymen, on the score of love of country
and a reverence for the gods. ‘The French zre cer-
tainly patriotic enough, though their reverence for
the gods may possibly be questioned,

The regiments of the guards, the heavy cavalry,
and the artillery are ail filled with men chosen with
some care. These troops would, I think, form aboyt
an average American army, on the score of size.
The hattaliouns of the line receive the rest. Asmuch
attention is bestowed in adapting the duty to the phy-
sique, and entire corps are composed of men of as

Vou. IL 6 ‘
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nearly as possible the same physical force, some of
the regiments certainly make but an indifferent
figure, a8 to dimensions, while others appear parti-
cularly well. Still, if not overworked, I should
think these short men would do good service! I
think § have asecen one or two regiments, in which
the average height has not exceeded fivé feet three
inches. The chances of not being hit in such a corpa
are worth something, for the propartion, compared to
the chances it a corps of six-footers, is aa sixty-three
to seventy-two, or is one-eighth in favour of the
Lilliputians. 1 believe the rule for retreating is
whenr one-third of the men are Aors de combat.
Now, supposing a regiment of three thousand gre-
nadiers would be obliged to retire with a loss of one
thousand men, the little fellows, under the same fire,
should have, at the same time, two thousand one
hundred and thirty-seven sbund men lefi, and of
course, unless bullied out of it, they ought to gain
the day.
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LETTER IV,

To James E. D Kay, Esquine.

¥ appesrs to be the melancholy lot of humanity,
that everyinstitution which ingenuity can devise shall
be perverted to an end different from the legitimate.
If we plan a democracy, the craven wretch who,
in a despotism, would be the parasite of a2 monarch,
heads us off, and geta the best of it under the pre-,
tence. of extreme love for the people; if we fiatter
ourseives that by throwing power into the bands of

y the rich and noble, it is put beyond the temptation
to abuse it, we soon discover that rich is a term of
‘convention, no one thinking he has enough uantil he
has al, and that nobility of station has no absolute
connexion with nobleness of spirit or of conduct;
if we confide all to one, indolence, favouriiism, and
indeed the impossibility of supervision throws us
again into the hands.of the demagogue, in his new,
or rather {rue charscter, of a courtier. So it is with
life; in polities, religion, arnis, arts and letters, yez,
even the republic of letters, as it is called, is the prey
of schemers and parasites,and things in fact, sre very
different from things as they seem fo e
. % In the seventeen years.that I have been a mar-
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ried man,” said Captain of the British navy,
«Y have passed but seventeen months with my wife
and family.”” ¢« But, now there is peace, you will
pass a few years quietly in America, to look after
your affairs,”” said I, by way of awkward condolence.
% No, indeed ; I shall return to England s soon as
possible, to make up for lost time. I have been kept
o much at sea, that they have forgotten me at home,
and duty to my children requires that I should be
on the spot” ~In the simplicity of my heart, I
thought this strange, and yet pothing could be more
true. Captain was a scion of the English
aristoeracy, and looked to his sword fer hie fortune.
Storms, fagging, cruising, all were of amall avail com-
pared to interest at the admiralty, and 'so it is with
all things else, whether in Europe er America. The
‘man who reslly gaina the victory, is lueky, indeed, .
" if he obtain the meed of his skill and valour,  You o
‘may be curious to know of what all thisis 2 pro-
pos? To be frank with you, I have visited the .
 French Academy; ces quarante gui ont Pesprit
comme gualre, and, have come away fully impress-
ed with the vanity of humman things !

The occssion was the reception of two or three
new merabers, when, accordiog to 2 settled usage,
the successful candidates: pronounced eulogies on
their predecessors. You may he curious to know
what impression the assembled genius of France
produced on a strenger from the western world. I
can only answer, none. Theacademy of the sciences
can searcely ever be less than distinguished in such
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a nation, but when I came to look. ahout me, and 4o

-inquireafler the purely literary men, I was foreibly

struck with the feebleness of the catalogue of names.
Not one in five was st il known to me, and very
few even of those who were, could properly be class-
ed among the celébrated writers of the day. As
Franee has many very clever men who were noton
the list, I was desirous of knowing the reason, and.
then learned that intrigue, court-favour, and “log-
rolling,” 1o use 2 quaint American texm,made mem-
bers of the academy as well as members of the
cabinet. A moment’s reflection might have told
me it.could not well be otherwise. It would be soin

_ America, if we were hurthened with an academy ; it

-

#2.50 as respects collegiste honours; and what reason
is there for supposing it should not be 80 in a country
so notoriously eddicted to intrigue as France?

One ought not to be the dupe of these things.
There are a few great names, distinguished by com-
mon consant, whose claims it is necessary to respect.
These men form the front of every honorary inati-
tution ; if there are io be Rnights and nobles, and
academicians, they must be of the number ; not that
mach distinctions are necessery to them, but that
they are necessary to the distinetions ; after which
‘the of pollai are envolled as they can find interest.
Something very like an admission of this is con-
tained in an inscription on the statue of . Moliere,
which stands in the vestibule of the hail of the Aca-
demy, which frankly says, though “we are not neces-
sary to your glory, you are necessary to oura” He

6* " .
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‘was excluded from the forty, by intrigue, on aceount
of his profession being that of a player. Shak-
aspesre, himself, would have fared no better. Now,
fancy a country in which there was a club of
select authors, that should refuse to enrol the name
of William Shakspeare on their list !

The sitting was well sttended, and I dare say the
addresses were not amiss, though there is something -
‘axceedingly tiresome in one of these eulogies, that is
perpetrated by malice prepense. The audience
'spplauded very much, after the fashion of those im-
promptus which are made & loisir, and I could met
but fancy that a good portion of the assembly begmn
to think the academy was what the eockneys call a
rum place, before they heard the last of it. We
' had & poem by Comie Daru, to which I confess I
* did not listen, notwithstanding my personal respect

for the distingnished writer, simply because I was
‘most heartily wearied before he began, and beeause
T can never mike any thing of French poetry, in
the academy or out of it. : '
1t would be unjust 8 spesk lightly of any part of
" the French scademy, without a passing remark in
honour of those sections of it, to which henour is
due. In these sections may be included, I think,
that of the arts, as well as that of the sciences. The
number of reapeétable artists that exist in this eountry
is perfectly astonishing. The connisseurs, I believe,
dispute the merits of the achool, and ignorant as I
am;, in such matters, I can myself see that there is a
_prevalent dispositien, both in statuary and painting,

.
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to sacrifice simplicity. to: details, and that the thee-
trical is sometimes mistaken for the grand; but,
* -afteradmitting both these faults, and some defectsin
colouring, there still remains a sufficient sceumula-
tion of merit, to create wonder in one, like myself,
who has not had previous opportunities of ascertain-
“ing the affiuence of a gredt nation in this respect.
Asregardsthe scientific attainments of the French,
At is unnecessary to say enything, though 1 believe
.you wilt admit that they ought at least to have the
effect of counterseting some of thé prejudices about
daneing-masters, pefifs matifres, and perrugiuiers,
that have descended to us, through English novela
and plays. Such a man as La Place, alone, is saffi-
cient te redeem an entire people from these imputs-
tions. 'The very sight of one of his demonstrations
. will give common men, like ourselves, headuches,
and you will remember that having successfully got
throtgh one of the toughest of them, he felicitated
himaelf that there was but ene other man liviag who
eould eomprehend it, now it was made.
What a noble gift woulkd it have been te his
fellow-creatures, had some competent follower of
. La Place bestowed on them & comprehensive but
populer compend of the leading astronomical facts, -
to be used as one of the most ordinary school
books. Apart from the general usefulness of thia
peculiar species of knowledge, and the chances
that, by thus popularizing the study, sparks might be
struck {rom the spirit of some dormant Newton, I -

.
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know no inquiry thet has so strong & tendency to

raise the mind from the gross and vulger pursuits of
the world, to a contemplation of the power and de-
signs of God, It has often happened to me, when,
filled with wonder and respect for the daring and art

of man, I have been wandering through the gorge-
ous halis of some palace, or other public edifice, that

en orrery or & disgram of the planetary system s
met my eye, and recalled me, in & moment, from

the consideration of art, and its intrinsic feehleness,

to that of the sublimity of nature, At such times,

this globe has sppeared so insigoificant, in com-

parison with the mighty system of which it

forms so0 secqndary a part, that X have felt a truly

philosophical indifference, pot to give it & better

term, for all it contained. Admiration of human

powers, as connected with the objectsaround me, has

beenlost in admiration of the mysterious spirit which

could penetrate the remote And sublime secrets of the

science ; and, on no ather occasions,have I felt so pro-

found a conviction of my own isolated insignificance,
" or so lively a perception of the stupendous majeaty
of the Deity.

Passing by the common and couceded facts of
the dimensions of the planets, and the extent of their
orbits, what thoughts are awakened by the sugges-
tion that the fixed stars are the centres of other so-
lar systems, and that the eccentric comets are links
to connect them all, in one great and harmonious
design ! The astronomers tell us, that some of these
comets have no visible nucleuses, that the fixed stars
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are seen through their apparent densest parts, and
that they can he nothing hut luminous geses; while,
on the other hand, others do betray dark compact
bodies of mare solid matter. Fixed stars wnacconnt-
ably disappear, as if suddenly struck out of their
places. Now, we know that zrolites are formed in -
the atmosphere, by a natural process, and descend in
mbsses of pure iron. Why may not the matter of
one globe, dispersed into its elements by the fusion of

. its consummation, reassemble,in the shape of comets,

" gaseous at first, and slowly increasing and conden-
sing in the form of selid matter, varying in their
eourde a3 they acquire the property of attraction,
vntil they finally settle into new and regular pla-

_metary orbits, by the power of their own masses,
thus establishing & regular reproduction of worlds
to meet the waste of eternity? Were the earth
dissolved into gases, by fusion, what would become
of its mtellite, the moon? Might not the principles
of our planet, thus volatilized, yield to its neaver at-
traction, assemble around that orb, which, losing its
governing influence, should be left to wander in in-
finite spaee, subject to a new but eccentric law of
gravity, until finally reduced again within the limits
"of some new system? How know we that such is
not the origin of comets? '

Many astronomers have believed that the solar
‘system, in compeny with thousinds of other sys-
tems, revolves around a commeon eenire, in orbits so
vast as to defy computation, and a religiove senti-
ment might well suggest that this ceatre of the uni-
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verse is the throne of the Most High.” Here we '
may fancy the Deity seated in power,and controlling, -
by his will, the movements of worlds, directing
each to the corapletion of his own mysterious and
benevolent designa, o

It certainly might be dangerous to push our spe-
culations too far, but there can be no risk in fami-
liarizing men to consider the omnipotence of God,
and to feel their own comparative insignificance,
What ideas of vastness are obtained by a knowledge
of the fact that there exist stars iz the firmgment,
which ordinary telescopes show us only is single
bodies, but which, on examination by using re-
flectors of a higher power, are found to be clusters
of orbs——clusters of worlds—or clusters of suns!
These, again, are found to be dinary stars, or two
stars revolving round each other, while they are
thought, at the same time, to revolve sround their
central sun, snd accompanied by this again, pro- -
bably, to revolve around the great common centre
-of all ! ' .

But, in the words .of the quaint old song, I must
ery “Holla! my fancy, whither dost thou go ?”
‘Before taking leave of the stars altogether, how-
ever, I will add that the French, and I believe gll
Europe, with the exception of England, follow the
natural order of time, in counting the seasons. Thus
the spring commences with the vernal equinox, and
the antumn with the autumnal. This division of
the year leaves nearly the whole of March as & win-
ter month, June as a spring month, and September
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as belonging to the summer. No genersl division
of the seasons can suit all latitudes; but the equi-
noxes certainly suggest the only two great events of
the year,that equallyaffect theentire sphere. Had the
old method of computing time continuedy the sea-
sons would gradually have made the circle of the
months, until their order was reversed, as they are

now known to be in. the northern and southern

hemispheres. .

Quitting the Academy, which, with its schools of
the classical and the romantic, has tempted me to a
higher flight, than I could have believed possible, let
us descend to the theatres of Paris. Talma was still
playing last year, when we arrived, and as in'the case
of repentance, I putoff a visit to the Thédére Frangais,
with a full determination to go, because it might be
made at any time. In the mean while, he feil ill and
died, and it never was my good fortune to see that -
great actor. Mademoiselle Mars I have seen,and, cer-
tainly, in her line of characters, I have never beheld
her equal. Indeed, it is scarcely possible to con-
ceive of a purer, more severe, more faultless, and
yetmore poetical representation of common nature,
then-that which characterizes her art. Her acting
has all the finish of high breeding, with just as much
feeling- a8 is necessary to keep alive the illusion.
As for rant, there is not a8 much about her whole
syetem,as would serve a common English, or Ameri-
ean actress, for a single “length.”

‘To be frank with you, so great is the superiority
of the French actors, in vaudevilles, the light opera,
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and genteel comedy, that I fear I have lost my taste
for the English stage. Of tragedy I sy nothing,
for I cannot enter into the poetry of the country at
all, hut, in all below it, these people, to my taste,
are immeagurably our superiors ; and by ours, you
know [ include the English stage. The different
Jines here, are divided among the different theatres, -
so that if you wish to laugh, you can go to the Ya-
- ribtés; to weep, to the TAédire Frangais; or, tq
gape, to the Odeon. At the Porte St. Martin, one
finds vigorous touches of national character, and at
the Gymnase, the fashionable place of resort, just’
at thisa moment, national traita polished by conven-
‘tion, Besides these, there are many other theatres,
not one of which, in ita way, can be called less than
tolerable. -

One can say but little in favour of the morals of too
many of the pieces represented here. In this parti-
culsr there is a strange obliquity of reason, axising
out of habitual exaggeration of feeling, that really
seems to disqualify most of the women, even, from

- perceiwing what is monstrous, provided it be senti-
mental and touching, I was particularly advised,
to go to the TAédtre Madame to see a certain
piece, by 2 cbterie of very amisble women, whom
I met the following night at a house where we
all regularly resorted, once a week. On entering,
they eagerty inquired if I had not been charmed,
fascinated ; if any thing could be better played, or
more touching ?’ Better played it could not easily
be, bat I had been so shocked with the moral of the
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piece, that I could scarcely ‘admire the aoting, “ The
moral ! This was the first time they had heard it
questioned,” I was obliged to explain. A certain
person had been left the protector of a friend’s
' daughter, .then an infant. He had the child edu.
cated as his sister, and she grew to be a woman, ig-
norant of her real origin. In the mean time, she
has offers of marriage, all of which she unaceonnta-

bly refuses. In fine, she was scoretly cherishing a

passion for her guardian and supposed brother ; an

explanation is had, they marry, and the piece closes.

I objected to the probability of a well educated

young woman’s falling in love with & man old

enough to be selected as her guardian, when she was
an infant, and against whom there existed the tri-

fling objection of his being her own brother. “But, .

he was not her brother—not even a relative.”’

“ True ; but she befieved him to be her brother.”
% And nature—do you count nature m nothing-—a

secret sentiment told her he was not her brother.”

“ And use, and education, and an gpen sentiment,

and sll the world, told ber he was.  Such g woman
" was guilty of a revolting indeliczey and a heinoua
erime, and no exaggerated representation of love,
& passion of great purity in iself, can ever do away
with the shocking realities of such a case.”

"I found no one to agree with me. He was nof
her brother, and though his tongue, and all around
" her, told her he was, her heart, that infallible guide,

told her the truth. What more could any reason-
able man ask ? '
Vor II. 7
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It was & propoe of this play, and of my objectioms
to this particular festure of it, that an exceedingly
clever French woman laughingly told me she un-
derstood there was no such thing aslove in America.
That a people, of manners as artificial as the French,
should suppose that others, under the influence- of
the cold formal exterior which the puritans have en~
tailed ori so large a portion of the republic, were
without strong feeling, is not altogether s irrational
as may at first appear. Art, in ordinary deport-
ment, is both cause and effect. That which we ha-
bitually affect to be; gets, in the end, to be so incor-
‘porated with our natural propensities, as to form a
part of the real man. We all know that by disci.
pline we can get the mastery of our strongest pas-
sions, and, on the other hand, by yielding to them
and encoursging them, that they soon get the mas-
tery over us. Thus do a highly artificial people,
fond-of, and always seeking, high excitement, come, _
in time, to feel it, artificially, as it were, by natural
impulses, : .

F have mentioned the snecdote. of the play, be-
. cause X think it characteristic of a tone of feeling
that is quite prevelent among a large class of the
French, though 4 am far from saying there is not a
class who would, at once, see the grave sacrifice of
principie that is involved, in building up the senti-
ments of a fietion on such-a foundation of animal
instinet. 1 find, on recollection, -however, that Miss
Lee, in one of her Canterbury Tales, has made the
love of her plot hinge on a very similar incident.
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‘Surely, she must have been under the infiuence of
some of the German monstrosities that were so
much in vogue, about the time she wrote, for even
Juvenal would scarcely have imegined any thing
‘worse, as the subject of his satire.

You will get a better idea of the sentimentalism
that more or less influences the tastes of this eoun-
- try, however, if I tell you that the ladies of the
chterie, in which the remarks on the amorous sister
were made, ouce gravely discussed, in my presence,
the question whether Madame de Stael ‘was right or
wrong, in causing Corinne to go through certain
sentimental emperiences, aa our canters call it at
home, on a clouded day, instead of choosing one on
which the sun was bright; or, vice versd; for I
renlly forget whether it was on the ¢ windy side” of
sensibility, or not, that the daughter of Neclm' was
supposed to have erred. -

The firat feeling is that of surprise at ﬁndmg 3
- people so artificial in their ordinary deportment, so
chaste and fres from exaggeration in their scenic
representations of life. But reflection will show us
that all Goish has the effect of bringing us within
the compass of severe laws, and that the higl teste
which results from cultivation repudiates all emcess
of mere manner. The simple fact is, that an edu-
- cated Frenchman is 2 great actor all the while, and
that when he goes on the stage, he bas much less to
do, to be perfect, than an Englishman who has
drilled himself into coldness, or an American who

looks upon strong expressions of feeling as affecta-
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tion. When the two latter commence the business
of playing assumed parts, they consider it as a new
occupation, and go at it so mueh in earnest, that
every body sees they are acting.”

You will remember, I say nothing in favour of
the French tragic representations. When a great
and ar intellectual nation, like France, unites to ap-
plaud images and sentiments, that are communicated
through their own peculiar forms of speech, it be-
comes 2 stranger to distrust his own knowledge,
tather than their taste, [ dare say that were I more
accustomed to the language, I might enjoy Corneille
and Racine, and even Voltaire, for I can now greatly
enjoy Molidre ; but, to be honest in the matter, all
reciters of heroic French poetry appear to me to de-
pend on a pompous declamation, to compensate for
the poverty of the idioms, and the want of noble-
ness in the expressions. I never heard any one,
poet or actor, he who read his own verses, or he
who repeated those of others, who did not appear to
mouth, and all their tragic playing has had the air
of being on stilts.. Napoleon has said from the sub-
lime to the ridiculous it is but a step. This is
much truer in France than in most other coun.
tries, for the sublime is commonly so sublimated,

* Mr. Mathews and Mr. Power were the nesrest to the nest
acting of France of any.male English performers the writer svir
mw. The first sometimes permitted himself to be led astzay, by
the caricatures he was required to reprosent, and by the tastes of
his audience; but the latter; so far as the writer has seen him,
sppears detsrmined to be chests, come what, come will.
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that it will admit of no great increase. Racine, in
a most touching scene, makes ooe aof his heroic cha-
racters offer to wipe off the tears of a heroine lost
they should discolour hev rotge! I had a clasamate
at college, who was-so very ultra courtly in his
Janguage, that he never forgot to uy Mr. Juliua
Casar, and Mr. Homer.

There exielts a perfect mania for letters through-
out Eyrope, in this “ piping time of peace.” States-
men, soldiers, peers, princes and kings, hardly think
themselves illustrated, until each has produced his
book. The world never before saw a tithe of the
mames of people of condition, figuring in the cata-
lognes of its. writers. < Some thinks he writes
€Cinna ;. he owns to. Panurge,” applies to half the
people one meets in society. I was.at dinner lately,
given. by the Marquis de ——, when the table was
filled with peers, generals, ex-ministers, ex-amhas-
sadors, naturalists, philosophers and statesmen. of.all
degrees. Casting. my eyes round the circle, I was
struek with the singnlar prevalence of the cacethes
scribendi, among so many men of different educa-
tions, antecedents, and pursuits. There was. a. sol-
dier present who had written on taste, 2 politician
on the art of war, a diplomate who had dabbled in .
poetry, and a jurist who pretendad.to enlighten the
world in ethics. It was the drollest assemblage in
the world, and suggested. many gueer associations,
for, 1 believe, the only man at table, who had not
dealt in ink, was an old Lieutenant-General, who
st by me, and who, when I alluded to the circum.

7.
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" stance, strongly felicitated himself that he had es-

~ eaped the mania-of the age, as it was an ilustration
of itself. Among the convives were Cuvier, Ville-
main, Daru, and several others who are almost as
well known to science and letters,

Half the voluntary visita I receive, are precoded
by a volume of some sort or other, as a token of
my new acquaintance being a regulerly initiated
member of the fraternity of the quill. In two or
three instances, I have been surprised at subsequently
discovering that the regular profession of the writer
is arms, or some other pursuit, in which one would

_searcely anticipate so strong a devoticn to letters.
In short, such is the sctual state of opinion in Eu-
rope, that one is hardly satisfied with any amount,
or eny quality of glory, until it is consummated by
that of having written a book. Napoleon closed ’
his career with the quill, and his successor wes

- hardly on his throne, before he began to publish.
The principal officers of the Empire, and emi-
&rés without number, have fairly set to work as so
many disinterested historians, and even z lady, who,
by way of abbreviation, is called ¢ The Widow of
the Grand Army,” is giving us regularly volumes,
whose eceentricities and periodicity, as the astrono-
mers say, can be reduced to known laws, by the use
of figures. '

In the middle ages golden spurs were the object
of every man’s ambition. Without them, neither
wealth, nor birth, nor power waa properly esteemed;
and, at the present time, passing from the lance to
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the pen, from the casque and shield, to the dnks
pot and fool’s cap, we all seek a passport from the
order of Letters. Does this augur good or evil, for
the world? The public press of France iz conduct-
ed with great spirit and talents, on all sides. It has
few points in common with our own, beyond the
mera faet of its general character. In America,a
single literary mzn, putting the best face on it, en-
ters into 2 compaet with some persen of practical
kmewledge, a printer, perhaps, and together they
eatablish a newspaper, the mechanical part of which
is confided to the care of the latter partner, and the
intellectual to the former. In the country, half the
time, the editor is no other than the printer himself,
the division of labour not having yet reached even
this important branch of industry. But looking to
the papers that are published in the towns, one man

- of letters -is a luxury about an American print.

There are a few instances in which there are two;. '
or thrée; but, generally, the subordinates are little
more than scissor’s men. Now, it must be apparent,
at a glance, that no one individual can keep up the
character of a daily print, of any magnitude; the
drain on his knowledge and other resources being.
too great. This, I take it, is the simple reason why
the press of America ranks no higher than it does:
"The business is too mich divided; too much is re-
quired, and this, too, in a country where matters-of
grave import are of rare occurrence, and in which
the chief interests are centered in the vulgar con-
cerns of mere party politics, with little or no aon~
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nection with great musuru, or grest principles.
You hwve only to- fincy the superior importance
that attaches to the views of powerful monarchs,
the secret intrigues of courts, on whose results, per-
haps, depend the fortunes of Christendom, and the
serious end radical principles that are dependent on
the great changes of systems that are silently work-
ing their way, in this part of the world, and which
invoive matarial alterations in the very structure of
society, to get an idea of how much-more interest a
European journal, ceferis paribus, must be, com~
pared-to an American journsl, by the nature of- its
facizalone. It is true that we get arportion of these
facts, 38 light finally arrives from Lhe remoter stars
but mutilated, and necessarily shora of much of their
intérest, by their want of importance to-our own
eountry. I had been in Europe some time, before
I could fully comprehend the reason- why I was

‘. ignorant of so many minor points of its politieal
. history, for, from boyheod up, I had been'an atten~

tive reader of all that touched this part of the world,
as it appeared in- our prints.. By dint of inquiry,
however, I believe I have come: at. the fact. Tha
winds-are by no'means agregular as thedaily priats;
and. it frequently happens, especially in the winter .
and spring months, that five or six packets arrive
nearly together, bringing with them the condensed
intelligence of as many weeks. Now, newspaper
finders notoriously seek the latest news, and in the
hurry and confusion of resding and selecting, and
kringing out, to meet the wants of the day, many of
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. the connecting links are lost, readers get -imperfeet'
notions of men and things, and, from a want of a
complete understanding of the matter, the mind
gives up, without regret, the little and unsatisfacto~

- 7y knowledge it had so casually obtained. I teke -
it, this is a principal cause of the many false notions
that exist among us, on the subject of Europe and
its eventa -

- In France, a paper is established by a regular
aubscription of capital ; s principal editor is selected,
and he is commonly supported, in the case of 2 lead-
ing journal, by four or five paid assistants. In ad-
dition to this formidable eorps, many of the mast
distingnished men of France are known to eontri-
bute freety to the columns of the prints in the inte-
rest of their cause.

The laws of France compel a journal that has ad-
mitted any statement involving facts, sonoerning an
individual; to publish his reply, that the sntidote
may meet the poison. This is a regulation that we
might adopt with great advantage to truth and the
character of the country.

There is not, at this moment, within my know~
ledge, a single criticel literary journal, of received
authority, in all France. This i# a species of liters-
ture to which the French pay but little attention,
just new, although many of the leading daily prints
contain articles on the principsl works,.as they ap-
pear.

- By the little that has come under my observatien,
{ should say the frandulent and disgusting sysiem
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of puffing and of abusing, as interest or pique die~
tates, is even carried-.to a greater length in France,
than it is in either England or America. The fol-
lowing aneedote, which relates to myself, may give
you some notion of the modus operandi.

All the works I had written previoualy to coming
to Europe, had been taken from the English edi-
tions, and translated, appearing simultaneously with
their originals, ' Having an intention to cause a new
book to be printed in English, in Paris, for the sake
of reading the proofs, the necessity was felt of get-
ting some control over the translation, lest, profiting
by the interval necessary to send the sheets home to
be reprinted, it might appear as the original book.
I knew that the sheets of previous books had been
purchased in England, and 1 accordingly sent a pro-
position to the publishers, that the next barguin
should be made with me. Under the impression
that an author’s price would be asked, they took the
slarm, and mede difficulties.  Finding me firm, and
indisposed to yield to somne threats of doing 23 they
pleased, the matter was suspended for a few days.
Just at this moment, I received, through the post, a
single number of an obscure newspaper, whose ex-
istenve, until then, was quite unknown to me. Sur-
prised. at such an attention, I was curious to know
the contents. The journal contained an article on
my merits and demerits as a writer, the latter being
treated with a good deal of freedom. When ong
gots a paper, in this manner, containing abuse of
himself, he is pretty safe in believing its opinions
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dishonest. But I had even better evidence than
common, in this particular case, for I happened to
be extolled for the manner in which I had treated
the character of Franklin, a personage whase name
even had never appeared in snything I had written.
This, of course, settled the character of the critique,
* and the next time [ saw the individual who had
acted as agent in the negotiation just mentioned, I
gave him the paper, and told him I was half dis.
posed to raise my price on account of the pitiful
manceavre it contained. We had already come to
terms, the publishers finding that the price was little
more than neminal, and the answer was 2z virtual
conclusion that the article was intended to affect my
estimate of the value of the intended work in France,
and to bring me under subjection to the critics,*

I apprehend that few books are brought before
the public in France, dependent only on their in-
trinsic merits, and the system of intrigue, which
predominates in every thing, is as active in this as
in other interests.

. InFrance, a book that penetrates to the provinces,

* Thoe writer suffers this anecdots to stand as it was written
mine yeary since ; hut sinee his retttrn home, he hes discovered that
wo are in no degres hehind the Fremch in the corruption and
frauds that render the pursuits of a writer one of the most humi-
liating and revolting in which a man of any pride of character ean
engage, uniees he resolutely maintaing his independence, o teme-
rity that is certain 10 he resented by all those, who, hnasqual to
going dlond in the putha of Literature, seek their enda by clinging
4o those who can, either aa pirates or robbers.
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may be ssid to be popular; 2nd, as for a book coming
Jrom the provinces, it is almost unheard of. -The
despotism of the trade, on this point, is nnyielding.
Paris appears to deem itself the arbiter in all mat-
tera of taste and literature, and.it is almost as un-
likely that a new fashion should come from Lyons,
or Bordeaux; or Marseilles, as that a2 new work
should be received with favour, that was published
in either of those towns. The approbation of Paris
is indispensable, and the publishers of the capital,
assisted by their paid corps of puffers and detractors,
are sufficiently powerful to prevent that potent pub-
lie, o whom ali affect to defer, from judging for
itself.

We have lately.had 3 proof, here, of the unwil-
lingoess of the Parisians to permit others to decide
for them, in any thing relating to taste, in a case
that refers to us Americans. Madame Malibran ar-
rived from America a few montha since. In Europe
she was unknown, but the great name of her father
#todd her in stead. Unluckily, it was whispered
that she had met with great success in America.
America! and this, too, in conjunction with music
and the opera! The poor woman was compelled

" to appear under the disadvantage of having brought

an American reputation with her, and, seriously, this

. single fact went nigh to destroy her fortunes. Those

wretches who, as Coleridge expresses it, are “ani.
maleulss, who live by feeding on the body of geni-
us,’” affected to e displeased, and the public besi-
tated, at their suggestions, about accepting an artist
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from the *“colonies,” as they still have the audacity
to call the grest Republic. I have no means of
knowing what sacrifices were made to the petty
tyrants of the preas, before this woman, who has the
talents necessary to raise her to the summit of her
profession, was enabled to gain the favour of a
« grenerous and discerning public.”!

Vor. 1L 8
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LETTER V.

To James STeveNsoN, ESQUIRE, ALBANY.

Wi have been the residents of a French village
ever since the first of June, and it is now drawing
to the close of October. We had already passed the
greater part of a summer, an entire autumn, winter
and apring, within the walls of Paris, and then we
thought we might indulge our tastes a little, by re-
treating to the fields, to catch a glimpse of country
life, You will smile when I add that we are only a
league from the Barridre de Clichy. 'This in the
resson I have not before spoken of the removal, for
we are in town three or four times every week, and
never miss an occasion, when there is any thing to
be seen. I shall now proceed, however, to let you
into the secret of our actual situation.”

I passed the month of May examining the envi-
rons of the capital in quest of a house. As this was
an agreeable occupation, we were in no hurty, but
having set up my cabriolet, we killed two birds
with one stone, by making ourselves familiarly ac-
quainted with nearly every village, or hamlet, within
three leagues of Paris, a distance beyond which I
did not wish to go.
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. On the side of 8t. Cloud, which embraces Pusey,
A.uteuil, and all the places that encircle the Bois de
Loulpgne, the Hyde Park of Paris, there are very
xnany pleasant residences, but, from one cause or sa-,
other, no one suited us, exactly, and we finally took
& house in the village of St. Ouen, the Runnymeade
of France. When Louis XVIII, came, in 1814, to
his capital, in the rear of the allies, he stopped for a
fow deys at St. OQuen, a league from the barriers,
where there was a emall cAdieaw that was the pro-
perty of the,;crown. Here he was met by M. de
Talleyrand and others, and hence he issued the cele-
hrated cherter, that is to render Franee, forevermore,
& constitutional country.

The ckdéears has since been rezed, and a pavilion
erected in its place, which has been presented to the
Comtesse de ——, a lady, who, reversing the ordi-
nery lot of courtiers, is said to cause majesty to live
in the sunshine of Aer amiles. What an appropriate
and encouraging monument to rear on the birth-
place of French liberty ! At the opposite extremity
of the village, is another considerable house, that
was once the dwelling of M. Neckar, and is now

. the property and country residence of M, Ternaux,
or the Baron Ternaux, if it were polite to style
him thus,the mest celebrated manufacturer of France.

I say polite, for the mere fanfaronade of nobility
is little in vogue here. The wags tell a story of
some one, who was formally announced as ¢ Mona.
le Marguis un lel,” turning short round on the
servant, and exclsiming with indigoation, « Mar-
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quis, toi-méme !’ But this story savours of the
Bonapartists, for, as the -Emperor created neither
marguis nor vicomtes, there was a sort of affecta-
-tion of assuming these titles at the restoration, aa
proofs of belonging to the old rigime.

* 8t Ouen is & cluster of small, mean, stone houses,
stretched along the right bank of the Seine, which,
after making a circuit of near twenty miles, winds
round so close tothetown,again, that they are actually
constructing 2 basin, near the village, for the use of
the capital ; it being easier to wheel articles from
this point to Paris, than to contend with the
qurrent and to thread its shoals. In addition to the
two houses named, however, it has six or eight re-
spectable sbodes between the street and the river,
one of which is our own.

This place beceme a princely residerrce about the
year 1300, since which time it has been more or
less frequented ae such, down to the-ith June, 1814,
the date of the memorable charter.® Madame de

& The chdteaw “of St. Ouen, rother less than two conteries
dince, passed into the possession of the Duc de Gesore, Du-
laure gives the following, a part of 2 letter from thia noble-
man, as 8 specimen of the education of a Due, in the seven-
feenth century. ¢ Monsieur, me frouvand obligé de randre une
bonme party de largan que mais enfant ont pris de peuis qu'il
sonl au campane, monasictir, cela moblige o vous suplier frex Kum-

* blemant monsieur de me foire la grasse de commander monsicur
guant il vous pleva gque Jon me pay la capitenery de Monsaus
monsieur comme aury de me croire avee foule sorie de respee,

- e ‘This bests Jack Cade, out and out. The grost con~
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Pompadour possessad the cAidfeau in 1745, 80 you
see it has been dust to dust’”’ with this place, as
with all that is frail.

The village of St: Ouen, small, dirty, crowded
and unsaveury as it is, has a place, like every other
French village. When we drove into it, to look at
the house, I confess to having laughed outright, at
the idea of inhabiting such a hole. Two large porte-
cochires, however, opened from the square, and we
were admitted, through the best-looking of the two, -
into a spacious and an exfremely neat court. On
one side df the gate was a lodge for a porter, and,
od the other, a building te contain gardener’s tools,
plants, &e. The walls that separate it from ihe
square and the adjoining gardens, are twelve or
fourteen feet high, and once within them, the world
is completely excluded. The width of the grounds
does not exceed a hundred and fifty feet; the length,
the form being that of a parallelogram, may be three
hundred, or a little more; and yet in these narrew
" limits, which are planted & Vu2nglaise, so well is
every thing contrived, that we appear to have
abundance of room. The garden terminates in a
terrace that overhangs the river, and, from this
point, the eye ranges over a wiide. extent of beauti-
ful plain, that is bounded by fine bold hills which are
teeming with gray villages and bourgs.

nétable Anne de Montmorency coeld not write his name, and,
as his signatore became necessary, hié secretary stood over
his shoulder to tell him when he had made enongh piés de
swouche to answer the purposa. -

sl
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The house is of stone, and aot without elegnncu.
It may be ninety feet in length, by some forty in
width. The entrance is into a vestibule,’which has
the offices on the right, and the great staircase on the
left.  The. principal salon is in front. Thisis a
good room, near thirty feet long, fifteen or sixteen
high, and has three good windows, that open on the
garden. The billiard-room communicates on oneside,
and the salle & manger on the other; next the Istter
come the offices again, and next the billiard-room is
» very pretty litle boudoir. TUp stairs, are suites of
bed-rooms and dressing-rooms; every thing is neat,
and the house is in excellent order, and well fur-
nished for a country residence. Now, all this I get
at 2 hundred dollars a month, for the five summer
months. There are also a carriage house, and sta-
bling for three horses. The gardener and porter are
paid by the proprietor. The village, however, is
not in much request, and the rent is thought to be
low.

One of the great advantages that ia enjoyed by a
residence in Europe, are the facilities of this nature,
Furnished apartments, or furnished houses, can be
had in almost every town of any size ; and, owning
your own linen and plate, nearly every other neces-
sary is found you. It is true, that one sometimes
misses comforts to which he has been accustomed
in his own house; but, in France, many little things
are found, it is not usual to meet with elsewhere.
Thus, uc principal bed-room is considered properly
furnished in a good house, without a handsome se- -
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cretary, and a bureau. These two articles are as
mach matters of course, as are the eternal two rooms
and folding doors, in New York.

This, then, has been our Tusculum since June.
M. Terpauz enlivena the scene, occasionslly, by a
dinner; and he has politely granted us permission
to walk in his grounds, which are extensive end
well laid out, for the old French style, We have
& ue:ghbour on our left, name unknown, who gives
auppers in his garden, and concerts that really are
worthy of the grand opera. Occasionally, we get
a song, in a female voice, that rivals the best of
Madame Malibran’s. On our right lives 2 staid
widow, whose establishment is as tranquil as our own.

One of our great amusements is to watch the
living life on the river,—~there is no #fill life in
France. All the washerwomen of the village us-
semble, three days in the week, beneath our ferrace,
and a merrier set of grizelfes is not to be found in
the neighbourhood of Paris. They chat, and joke,
and splash, and scream from morning to night, light-
ening the toil by nevemeasmg good humour, Ocea-
sionally en enormous scow-like barge is hauled up
sgainst the current, by stout horses, loaded to the
waters edge, or one, without freight, comes dropping
down the stream, nearly filling the whole river as
" it floats broad-side to. There are three or four
islands opposite, and, now and then, a small boat is
seen paddling among them, We have even tried
punling ourselves, but the amusement was soon ex-
hausted.
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Sunday is & great day with us, for then the shore
is Hined with Parisians, as thoroughly cockney as if
Bow-bells could be heard in the quarh‘er Montmar-
dre! These good people visit us, in all sorts of ways ;
some on donkies,some in cabriolets, some in facres,
and, by far the larger portion on foot. They zare
perfectly inoffensive and unobtrusive, being, in this
respéct, just as unlike an American inroad from a
town, a8 can well be, These crowds pass vineyards
on their way to us, unprotected by any fenees.. This
point in the French character, however, about which
so much has been said to our disadvartage, as well
as to that of the English, is subject to some expla-
nation. The statues, promenades, gardens, &e. &,
are, almost without exception, guarded by sentinels;
and then there are agents of the police, in ‘commor
clothes, scattered through the towns, in suck num-
bers g8 to make depredations hezardous. In the
country each commune has one, or more, gardes
champétre, whose sole business it is to detect and
arrest trespassers. When to these are added -the
gensdarmes & pit and & cheval, who are constantly
in motion, one sees that the risk of breaking the
lawsa, ig attended with more hazard hére, than with
us. There is no doubt, on the other hand, that the
training and habits, produced by such a system of
watchfulness, enter so far into the character of the
people, that they cease to think of doing that which
is 80 strenuousiy denied them.

Some of our visitors make their appearance in a
very quaint style. I met a party the other day,
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among whom the following family arrangement had
obtained. The man was mounted on.a donkey,
with his feet just clear of the ground. The wife,
@ buxom brunette, was trudging afoot in the rear,
accompanied hy the two younger children, a hoy
and girl, between twelve and fourteen, led by a
amall dog, fastened to a string, like the guide of &
blind mendicant ; while the eldest daughter was
mounted on the erupper, maintaining her equilibri-
am by 2 masculine disposition of her lower limbs.
She waa » fine, rosy cheeked griselle, of about
seventesn; and, as they ambled along, just fast
enough to keep the cur on a slow strot, her cap flared
in the wind, her black eyes flashed with pleasure,
and her dark ringlets streamed behind her, like so
many silken pennants. She had a ready laugh for
every one she met, and a sort of malicious pleasure
in asking, by her countenance, if they did not wish
- they too had a-donkey? As the seat was none of
the moat commodious, she had contrived to make =
pair of stirrups of her petticoats. The gown was
pinned up about her waist, leaving her knees instead
of her feet, as the points &’ appui. The well-turned
legs, and the ancles, with such a chawssure as at
once marks a Parisienne, wera exposed to the admi-
ration of a parferre of some hundreds of idle way-
farers. Truly, it is no wonder that sculptors abound
in this country, for capital models are to be found,
sven in the highways. The donkey was the only
one who appeared displeased with this monture,
and he only manifested dissatisfaction by lifting his
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hinder extremities  little, as the man occesionally
touched his fanks with a nettle, that the ass would
much rather have bepn eating,

Not long since I passed belf an hour on the ter-
race, an amused witness of the perils of & voysge
across the Seine, in a punt. The adventurers were
a bourgeois, his wife, sister, and child. Honest
Pierre, the waterman, had conditioned to teke the
whole party to the island opposite, and to return
them safe to the main, for the modicum of five sous.
The old fox inveriably charged me a franc, for the
seme service. There was much demurring and
many doubts about encountering the risks; and,
more than once, the women would have recaded,
hed pot the man treated the matter 2s a trifle, He
sffivined parole &’ Aemnewr that his father had cross-
ed the Maine a dozen times, sand no harm had come
of it! This encouraged them, and with many pret-
ty -sereams, mes fuis, and oA, dieus, they finally
embarked. The punt was a narrow scow, that a ton
weight would not have disturbed, the river was so
low and sluggish that it might have been forded two-
thirds of the distance, and the width was not three
hundred faet. Pierre protested that the danger wag
certzinly not worth mentioning, and wway he went,
as philosophical in appearance ss his punt. The
voyage was made in safety, and the boww of the boat
had actually touched the shore oo its réturn, befors
any of the passengers ventured to smile. The ex-
cursion, like most travelling, was likely to be most
productive of happiness by the regollections, But
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the women were o sooner landed, than that rash
 sdventnrer, the husband, hrother, and father, seized
an oar, and begen to ply it with all his force. He
merely wished to tell his confreres of the rue Moni-
murire how ¢ punt might be rowed. Pierre had
gadlantly landed ta assist the ladies, and the hoat, re.
Lieved of its weight, slowly yielded to the impulse
of the oar, and inclined its bows from the lsnd.
“ OA! Edouard! men mari! mon frere!—gue
Jasa in?? exclaimed the lsdies. « Ce n’est rien,”
returned the man, puffing and giving another lusty
sweep, by which he succeeded in foreing the punt
{ully twenty feet from the shore. « Edouard! cher
Bdovgrd!” ¢ Laise-moi wlamvser. Jo w’a-
muse—je m’amuse,”’ cried the husband, in a tone
of indignent remonstrance. But Edoward, a tight,
sleek. little epdoter, of about five and thirty, hadk
never heard that an oer an each side was necessary
in a hoat, and the barder he pulled, the less likely
wad be 10 regain the share.  Of this he began 1o
be convinced, as he whirled more into the centre of
tha cwzrent ; awd his efforts now reslly became fran-
tic, for his imagination probably painted the horrors
of a distant voyage, in an unknown bark, o an un~
known land, ard all without food ox compase. The
woman sereuned, and the Jouder they cried, the
mare strennausiy he persevered in saying, ¢ Laisse~
mos m ganmser—je m’amuse, je sm’amwe”’ By
this time the perspirstion poured from the faee of
Beounwd, 2vd ) ealled to the ixaperturbable Pievre,
who stood i silent sdmirstion of his punt while
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pleying much anties, and desired him to tell the man
to put his oar on the bottom, and to push the bent
ashore. ¢ Quts, Monsicur,” said the rogue, with a
leer, for he remembered the francs, and we soon had
our adventurer safe on lerrg firma agein. Then
began- the tender expostulations, the affectionate re-
prouches, and the kind injunctions for the trusnt to
remember that he was a husband and a father.
Edouard, secretly cursing the punt and all rivers
in his heart, made light of the matter, however,
protesting to the last, that he had only been enjoy-
ing himself.

We have had a féfe, too; for every village in
the vicinity of Paris has its féte. The square was
filled with whirligigs and flying-horses, and all the
ingenious contrivances of the French to make and
to spend a sous pleasantly. -There was service in
the perish church, at which our neighbours sang, in
a style fit for St. Peter’s; and the villagers danced
guadrilles on the green, with an air that would be
thought fine in many a country drawing-room.

I enjoy all this greatly ; for, to own the truth, the
crowds and mannered sameness of Paria began to
weary me. Our friends ocessionally come from
_ town to see us, and we make good use of the cabri-
olef, As we are near neighbours to 8¢, Denis, we
have paid several visits to the tombs of the French
kings, and feturned, each time, less plessed with
most of the unmeaning obsequies that sre observed
in theirvaults, There was a ceremony, not long
ince, at which the royal family, and many of the
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great officers of the court assisted, and among others,
" M. de Talleyrend. The latter was in the body of
the church, when a man rushed upon him, and actu-
ally struck him, or shoved him, to the earth, using,
at the same time, language that left no doubt of the
nature -of the assault, There are strange rumours
connected with the affair. The assailant was 2
Marguis de »and it is reported that his wrongs,
real or imaginary, are connected with 2 plot fo rob
one of the dethroned family of her jewels, or of
some crown jewels, I cannot say which, at the epoch
of the restoration, The journals said a good deal
about it, at the time, but events oceur so fast, here,
that a quarrel of this sort produces little sensation,
I pretend to no knowledge of the merits of this
affair, and only give a general outline of what was
current in the publie prints, at the time.

We have also visited Enghien, and Montmoren-
cy. The latter, as you know already, stands on the
side of a low mountain, in plain view of Parfs, It
is 2 town of some size, with very uneven streets,
some of them being actually sharp acclivities, and
a gothic church that is seen from afar, and that is
well worth viewing near by. These quaint edifices
afford vs deep delight, by their antiquity, architec-
ture, size, and pious histories. What matters it to
" us how much or how little superstition may blend
with the rites, when we know and fee! that we are
standing in a nave that has echoed with orisons to
God, for a thousand years! This of Monimorency

VYou. IL 9
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is not quite so old, however, having been rebuilt
only three centuries since.

Dulaure, 2 severe judge of aristocracy, dencunces
the pretension of the Montmorencies to be-the Pre-
miers Barons Chretiens, affirming that they were
neither the first barons, nor the first Christians, by
& great many. He says, that the extravagant title
has most probably been a war-cry, in the time of
the crusaders. According to his account of the
family, it originated, about the year 1008, in a cer-
tain Burchard, who, proving a bed neighbour to the'
Abbey of St. Denis, the vassals of which he was in
the habit of robbing, besides, now and then, despoil-
ing a monk, the king caused his fortress in the isle
St. Dents to he razed ; after which, by a treaty, he
was put in posseasion of the mountain hard by, with
permission to erect another hold near & fountain, at
a place called in the charters, Montmorenciacum,
Hence the name, and the family. This writer thinks
that the first castle must have been built of wood !

We took a road that led us up to a bluff on the
mountain, behind the town, where we obtained a
new and very peculiar view of Paris and its envi-
rons. I have said that the French towns have
no straggling suburbs. A few wine-houses (to
save the orfroi) sre built near the gates, com-
pactly, as in the town itself, and there the buildings
cease as suddenly as if pared down by a knife. The
fields touch the walls, in many places, and between
St. Quen and the guingueltes and wine-houses, at
the darridre de Clicky, a distance of quite two miles,
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there is but a solitary building. ' A wide plain sepa-
rates Paris, on this side, from the mountains, and of
course our view extended across it. The number of
. villages was absolutely astounding, Although I did
not attempt counting them, I should think not
fewer than a hundred were in sight, all gray, pie-
turesque, and clustering round the high nave and
church tower, like chickena gathering beneath the
wing. The day was clouded, and the hamlets
rose from their beds of verdure, sombre but distinet,
with their faces of wall, now in subdued light, and
now quite shaded, resembling the glorious darks
of Rembrandt’s pictures

- 51492
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LETTER VL
To Capr. M. Peary, U.S. N. .

I am often in the saddle, since our removal to
St. Ouen. I first commenced the business of ex-
ploring in the cabriolet, with my wife for a2 compa-
nion, during which time, several very pretty drives,
of whose existence one journeying along the great
roads would form no idea, were discovered. At last,
as these became exhausted, I mounted, and pricked
into the fields. 'The result has been a better know-
ledge of the details of ordinary rural life, in this
country, than a stranger would get by a residence,
after the ordinary fashion, of years.

I found the vast plain intersected by roads as
intricate as the veins of the human body. The com-
parison is not unapt, by the way, and may be even
carried out much further; for the grandes routes
can be cpfnpared to the arteries, the chemins
wicingux, or cross-roads, to the veins, and the in-
numerable paths that intersect the fields, in all di-
rections, to the more minute blood vessels, circu-
lation being the objeet common te all. :

I mount my horse and gallop into the fields at
random, merely taking eare not to quit the paths.
By the latter, one can go in almost any direction;
and, as they are very winding, there is a certain
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pleasure in following their sinyosities, doubtful
whither they tend. Much of the plain is in vege-
tables, for the use of Paris, though there is occa-
sionally a2 vineyard, or a field of grein. The
weather has become settled and autumnal, and is
equally without the chilling moisture of the winter
or the fickleness of the spring. The kind-hearted
peasants see me pass among them without distrust,
and my salutations are answered with cheerfulness
and civility. Even at this trifiing distance from
the capital, I miss the drusgue ferocity that is so
apt to characterize the deportment of its lower
classes, who are truly the people that Voltaire has
described as “ou singes, ou tigres.”” Nothing, I
think, strikes an American more than the marked
difference between the town and country of France.
With us, the towns are less town-like, and the
country less country-like, than is usually the case.
Our towns are provincial from the want of tone
that can only be acquired by time, while it is 2
- fault with our country to wish to imitate the towns.
I now allude to habits only, for the nature at home,
owing to the great sbundance of wood, is more
sfrikingly rural than in any other countpy I know.
"The inhabitant of Paris can quit his own door in
the centre of the place, and after walking an hour,
he finds himself truly in the country, both as to the
eir of external objects, and as to the manners of the
people.  The influence of the capital doubtless has
some little effect on the latter, but net enough to
_ raise them above the ordinary rusticity, for the
. gw .
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French peasants are as rustic in their appearance
and habits, as the upper clesses sre refined.

One of my rides is through the plain that lies
between St. Ouen and Montmartre, ascending the
latter by its rear to the windmills, that night and
day, are whirling their ragged arms over the capi-
tal of France. Thence I descend into the town,
by the catriage road. A view from this height is
like 2 glimpse into the pages of history, for every
foot of land that it commands, snd more than half
the artificial accessories, are pregnant of the past.
Looking down into the fissures between the houses,
men appear the mites they are, and one gets to have
& philosophical indifference t¢ human vanities, by
obtaining these bird’s-eye views of them in the
mass. It was a happy thought that first suggested
the summits of mountains for religious contempla-
tion ; nor do I think the Father of Evil discovered
his usual sagacity when he resorted to such a place
for the purposes of selfish temptation; perhaps,
however, it would be better to say, he betrayed the
grovelling propensities of his own nature. The
cathedral of Notre Dame should have been reared
on this neble and isolated height, that the airs of
heaven might whisper through its fane, breathing
the cheunts in honour of God,

Dismounting, manfully, I have lately undertaken
a far more serious enterprise—that of making the
entire eireuit of Paris, on foot. My companion
was our old friend Capt. ——.  We met, by ap-
pointment, at eleven o’clock, just without the dar-
ridre de Clichy, and, ordering the carriage to come
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for us at five, off we siarted, taking the direction
of the eastern side of the town. You probably
know that what are eommonly called the boule-
wards of Paris, are no more than a eircular line of
wide streets, through the very heart of the place,
which obtain their commeon appellation from the
fact that they occupy the sites of the ancient walls.
Thus the street, within this cirenit, is called by its
name, whatever it may happen to be, and, if con-
tinued without the circuit, the term of fauzbourg
or suburb is added ; a8 in the case of the “rue SE.
Honoré,” and the “rue fouxbourg St Honoré,’
the latter being strictly  continuation of the for-
mer; but lying without the site of the ancient walls.
* - As the town has inereased, it has been found neces-
sary to enlarge its enceinte, and the walls are now
encircled with wide avenues that are called the
outer boulevards. There are avenues within
and without the walls, and immediately beneath
them ; and, in many places, both are planted. Our
route was on the exterior.

We began the march in good spirits, and by
twelve, we had handsomely done our four miles -
and a half. Of course we passed the different ar-
ritres, and the gate of Pere la Chaise. The cap-
tain commeniced with great vigour, and for near
two hours, as he expressed himself, he had mea
little on his lee quarter, not more, however, he
thought, than was due to his superior rank, for he
had once been my senior, as 3 midshipman. At
the darritre du trone we were compelled to di-
verge 2 little from the wall, in order to get across
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the river by the pont d&” Justerlitz. By this time,
I had ranged up abeam of the eommodore, and
proposed that we should follow the river, up as far
as the wail again, in order to do our work ho-
nestly. But to this he objected that he had no
wish to puzzle himself with spherical trigonome-
try, that plane sailing was his humour st the mo-
ment, and that he had, moreover, just discovered
that one of his boots pinched his foot. Accord-
ingly we proceeded straight from the bridge, not
meeting the wall again until we were beyond the
abattoir. These abattoirs are slaughter-houses,
that Napoleon cansed to be built, near the walls, in
some places within, and in others without them,
according to the different localities. There are
five or six of them, that of Montmartre being the
most considerable. They are kept in excellent
order, and the regulations respecting them appear
to be generally good. The butchers sell their
meats, in shops, all over the town, a general cus-
tom in Europe, and one that has more advantages
than disadvantages, as it enables the inhabitant to
order a meal at any moment. This independence
in the mode of living distinguishes all the large
towns of this part of the world from our own ; for
I greatly question if there be any civilized people
among whom the individual is as much obliged to
consult the habits and tastes of all, in gratifying his
own, as in free and independent America. A part
of this uncomfortable feature in our domestic eco-
nomy, is no doubt the result of circumstances un-
avoidably connected with the condition of a young
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country, but a great deal is to be aseribed to the
practice of referring every thing to the public, and
not a little to those religious sects who extended
their supervision to all the affairs of life, that had
a chiel congern in settling the eountry, and who
have entailed so much that is inconvenient and un-
graceful (I might almost say, in some instanees,
disgraceful) on the nation, blended with go. much
that forms its purest sources of pride. Men are
always an inconsistent medley of good and bad.
The captain and myself had visited the abatioir
of Montmartre only » few days previously to this
excursion, and we had both been much gratified
with its order and neatness. But an unfertunate
pile of hocks, hoofs, tallow, and nameless fragments
of carcasses, had caught my companion’s eye. I
found him musing over this omaium gatherum,
which he protested was worse than a bread pud-
ding at Saratoga. By some process of reasoning,
that was rather material than philosophical, he
came to the conelusion that the substratum of all the
extraordinary compounds he had met with at the
restarurants was derived from this pile, and he
swore, as terribly as any of “our army in Flan-
ders,” that not another moethful would he touch,
while he renmizined in Paris, if the dish put his
knowledge of natural history at fauit. He had all
along suspected he had been eating cats and ver-
min, but his imagination had never pictured to him
such & stare of sbominations for the casserole, as
were to be seen in this pile. In vain I asked him
if he did not find the dishes good. Cats might be
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good for any thing he knew, but he was too old to
change his habits. On the present occasion, he
made the situation of the abattoir &’ Ivry an ex-.
cuse for not turning up the river, by the wall. I
do not think, however, we gained any thing in the
distance, the défour to cross the bridge more than
equaling the ground- we missed.

We came under the wall again, at the darritre
-de Ville Juif, and followed it, keeping on the side
next the town, until we fairly reached the river,
once more, beyond Paugirard. Here we were
compelled to walk some distance to cross the Pornt
de Jéne, and again to make a considerable circuit
through Passy, on account of the gardens, in order
. to do justice to our task. About this time, the
commodore fairly fell sstern; and he discovered
that the other boot was too large. I kept talking
to him over my shoulder, and cheering him on,
and he felicitated me on frogs agreeing so well
with my constitution. At length, we came in at
the darridre de Clichy, just as the clocks struck
three, or in four hours, to a minute, from the time
we had left the same spot. 'We had neither stopped,
eaten, nor drunk a mouthful. The distance is sup-
posed to be about eighteen miles, but I can hardiy
think it is so much, for we went rather further
than if we had closely followed the wall.

Our agility having greatly exceeded my caleula-
tions, we were obliged to walk two miles further,
in order to find the carriage. The time expended
in going this distance included, we were just four
hours and 2 half on our feet. The captain pro-
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teated that his boots had disgraced him, and forth-
with commanded another ‘pair ; a subterfuge that
did him no good.

One anecdote connected with the sojourn of this
eccentric, but really excellent-hearted and inteili-
gent man,* at Paris, is toe good not to be told.
He cannot speak & word of pure French, and of all
Anglicizing of the language, I have ever heard, his
attempts at it are the most droll. He calls the
T'uileries, Tullyrees, the jardins des pluntes the
garden dis plants, the guillotine, gullyteen, and
the gargons of the cafés, gasions. Cholerick,
with whiskers like a bear, and a voice of thunder,
if any thing goes wrong, he-swears away, star-
board 2nd larboard, in French and English, in de-
Lightful discord.

He sought me.out, soon after his arrival, and
carried me with him, as an interpreter, in quest
of lodgings. We found a very snug little apart-
ment of four rooms, that he took. The last occu-
pant was a lady, who in letting the rooms, condi-
tioned that Muarie, her servant, must be hired with
them, to look after the furniture, and to be in rea-
diness to receive her, at her return from the pro-
vinces. A few days after this arrangement I
called, and was surprised, on ringing the bell, to
hear the cry of an infant. After a moment’s delay
the door was cautiously opened, and the captain in
his gruffest tone demanded, “cur vully voo?”
An exclamation of surprize, at sceing me, followed ;
but’instead of opening the door for my admission,

* He is since dead.
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he held it, for @ moment, as if undecided whether to
he “at home” or not- At this critical instant an
infant cried again, and the thing became too ridieu-
lous for further gravity. We both laughed out-
right. I entered and found the captain with a
child three days old, tucked under his right arm,
or that which had been concesled by the door.
The explanation was very simple, and infinitely to
his credit,

Marie, the locum tenens of the lady who had
let the apartment, and the wife of a cogehmin who
was in the country, was the mother of the infant.
After its birth, she presented herself to her new
master ; told her story, adding, by means of an
interpreter, that if he turned her away, she had no
place in which to lay her head. The kind-hearted
fellow made out to live abroad as well as he could,
for a day or two; an easy thing enough in Paris,
by the way; and when I so unexpectedly entered,
Marie was actually cooking the captain s breakfast
in the kitchen, while he waa nursing the chlld in
the salon!

The dialogues between the captain and Marie,
were, to the last degree, amusing. He ways quite
unconscious of the odd sounds he uttered in speak- -
ing French, but thought he was getting on very
well, being rather minute and particylar in his -
orders: and she felt his kindness to herself and
child so sensibly, that she always fancied she un-
derstood his wishes. I was frequently compelled
to interpret between them, first asking him to
explain himself in English, for I could make but
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little of his French, myself. On one oceasion, he
invited me to breakfast, as we were to pass the day
exploring, in company. By way of inducenient,
he told me that he had accidentally found some
cocon in the shell, and that he had been teaching
Marie how to cook it, * ship-fashion.” 1 would
not promise, as his hour was rather early, and the
distancel between us so great; but before eleven
X would certainly be with him. I breakfasted at
home, therefore, but was punctual to the latter
engagement. “I hope you have breakfasted 7’
cried the captain, rather fiercely, as I entered. 1
satisfied him on this point, and then, after a minute
of demure reflection, he resumed, “you are lucky,
for Marie boiled the cocos, and, after throwing
away the liquor, she buttered and peppered the
- shells, and served them for me to eat ! 1 don’t see
how she made such a mistake, for I was very par-
ticular in my directions; and be d—d to her. I
don’t care s¢ muoch about my own breakfast,
neither, for that can be had at the next cqf¥, but
the poor creature has lost hers, which I told her
to cook out of the rest of the cocos.”” I had the cu-
riosity to inquire how he had made out to tell Marie
to do all this, “Why, I showed her the cocoa,
to be sure, and then told her to *doily vous-
méme.”> There was no laughing at this, and so I
went with the captain to 2 caf¥, after which we
proceaded in quest of the “gullyteen,” which he
was particularly anxious to see.
My rides often extend to the he:ghts behind
Malmajson and St. Cloud, where there is a fine
Vor. IL 10
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country, and where some of the best viewa, in the
vicinity of Paris, are to be obtained. As the court
is at St. Cloud, I often meet different members of
the royal family, dashing to or from ‘town, or per-
baps passing from one of their abodes to another.
The style is pretty uniform, for I do not remem-
ber to have ever met the king, but once, with less
than eight horses. The exception, was quite early
one morning, when he was going into the country
with very little éclaf, accompanied by the Dau-
phine. Even on this oceasion, he was in 2 car-
riage and six, followed by another with four, and
attended by 2 dozen mounted men. These royal
progresses are truly magnificent; and they serve
greatly to enliven the road, as we live 80 near the
country palace. The king has been quite lately to
a camp, formed at 5t. Omer, and I happened $o
meet a portion of his equipages on their return.
The carriages I saw were very neatly built post-
chaises, well leathered, and contained what are
here called the *officers of the mouth,” alias
“ cooks and purveyors.”” They were all drawn by
four horses. This was a great cceasion—furniture
being actually sent from the palace of Compdigne
for the king’s lodgings, and the court is said to
have employed seventy different vehicles to trans-
port it. I saw about a dozen.

Returning the other night from a dinner-party,
given pn the banks of the Seine, a fow miles above
us, I saw flaring lights gleaming along the high-
way, which, at first, caused nearly as much con-
jecture as some of the adventures of Don Quixotte,
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My horse proving a little restive, I pulled up,
placing the cadriolet on one side of the road, for
the first impression was that the cattle employed
at some funeral procession had taken fight, and

- were running away. It proved to be the Dauphine
dashing towards St. Cloud. This was the first
time I had ever met any of the royal equipages at

. night, and the passage was much the most pictar-
esque of any I had hitherto seen. Footmen, hold-
ing flaming flambeaux, rode in paivs, in front, by
'the side of the carriage, and in its rear; the piqueur
scouring along the road in advance, like a rocket.
By the way, a lady of the court told me lately, that
Louis X VIiIth had lost some of his French by the
emigration, for he did not know how to pronounce
this word pigueur. )

On witnessing all this magnificence, the mind is
carried back a few generations, in the inquiry after
the progress of luxury, and the usages of our fa-
thers, Coaches were first used in England in the
reign of Elizabeth. It is clear enough, by the
pictures in the Louvre, that in the time of Louis

- XIVth the royal carriages were huge, clumsy
vehieles, with at least three seats. Mademoiselle
de Montpensier,in her Memoirs, tell us how often
she took her place at the window, in order to ad-
mire the graceful attitudes of M. de Laouzun,
who rode near it. There is still' in existence, in .
the Bibliotheque du Roi, a letter of Heary IVth
to Sully, in which the king explains to the grand
master, the reason why he eould not come to the
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arsenal that day : the excuse being that the queen
was using the carriage! To-day his descendant
seldom moves at a pace slower than ten miles the |
hour, is drawn by eight horses, and is usually ac-
companied by one or more empty vehicles, of
equal magnificence, to receive him, in the event of
an accident.

Notwithstanding all this regal splendour, the
turn-outs of Paris, as a whole, are by no means
remarkable. The genteelest, and the fashionable,
-carriage is the chariot. I like the proportions of
the French carriages better than those of the En-
glish, or our own : the first being too heavy, and

" the ast too light. The French vehicles appear to
me to be, in this respect, a happy medium. But
the finish is by no means equal to that of the En-
glish carriages, nor at all better than that of ours.
There are, relatively, a large proportion of shabby-
genteel equipages at Paris. Even the vehicles
that are seen standing in the court of the Tu:leﬂes,
on a reception day, are not at all superior to the
better sort of American carriages, though the live-
ries are much more showy.

Few people here, own the carriages and horses
they use. Even the strangers, who are obliged te
have travelling vehicles, rarely use them in town,
the road and the streets requiring very different
sorts of equipages. There are certain job-dealers
who furnish all that is required, for 2 stipulated
sum. You select the carriage and horses, on trial,

 and contract at so much a month, or 2t so much a
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year. The coachman usually comes with the equi- -
Page, as does the footman sometimes, though both
are paid by the person taking the coach. They will
wear your livery, if you choose, and, you can have
your arms put on the carriage, if desirable. [
pay five hundred francs 2 month for a carriage and
horses, and forty francs for a coachman, I believe
this is the usual price. I have a right to have a
pair of horses, always at my command, finding
nothing but the stable, and even this would be un
necessary in Parie. If we go away from our own
stable, I pay five francs a day, extra. Thereisa
very great convenience to strangers, in particilar,
in this system, for one can set up, and lay down a
carriage; without unnecessary trouble or expense,
as it may be wanted. In every thing of this nature,
we have no town that has the least the character, or
the conveniences, of a capital
The French have little to boast of in the way of
horse flesh. Most of the fine coach and ecabrioclet
cattle of Paris come from Mecklenburg, though
.some are imported from England. [t is not com-
meon to meet with & very fine animal of the native
breed. In America,land is so plenty and so cheap,
that we keep 2 much larger proportion of brute
force than is kept here. It is not uncommon with
us to meet with those who live by day’s work,
using either oxen or horses. The consequence is,
that many beasts are raised with little care, and
with scarcely any attention to theé breeds. We find
uany bad horses, therefore, in America, but still
10"
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we find many good ones. In spite of bad groom-
ing, little training, and hard work, I greatly ques-
tion if even England possesses a larger proportion
of good horses, comparing the population of the.
two couniries, than America. Our animals are
quicker footed, and at trotting, I suspect, we could
beat the world ; Christendom, certainly. The
great avenue between the garden of the T'uileries
and the Bois de Boulogne, with the allées of the
latter, are the places to meet the fast goers of the
French capital, and I aim strongly of cpinion that
there is no such exhibition of speed, in either, a8
one meets on the Third Avenue of New York.
As for the Avenue de Neuilly, our sulky riders
would vanish like the wind from any thing I have
seen on it, although one meets there, occasionally,
fine animals from all parts of Europe. '
The cattle of the diligences, of the post houses,and
even of the cavalry of France, are solid, hardy and
good feeders, but they are almost entirely without
speed or action. The two former are very much the
same, 4nd it is a hard matter to get more than eight
miles out of them, without breaking into a gallop,
or maore than ten, if put under the whip. Now, 2
short time previously to leaving home, I went
eleven measured miles, in a public coach, in two
minutes less than an hour, the whip untouched. I
aat on the box, by the side of the driver, and know
that this was done under a pull that actually dis-
abled one of hia arms, and that neither of the four
animals broke its trot. It is not often our roads
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will admit of this, but, had we the roads of Eng-
land, I make little doubt we should altogether out-
do her in speed. As for-the horses used here, in
the public conveyances, and for the post routes,
they are commonly compact, clumsy beasts, with
less force than their shape would give reason to
suppose. Their manes are long and shaggy, the
fetlocks are rarely trimmed, the ghoes are seldom
corked, and, when there is a little coquetry, the tail
is braided. In this trim, with a coarse harness, that
is hardly ever cleaned, traces of common rope, and
half the time no blinkers or reins, away they scam-
per, with their heads in all directions, like the clas-
sical representation of a team in an ancient car,
through thick and thin, working with all their
might to do two posts within an hour; one, being
the legal measure. These animals appear to pos-
sess a strange bonhomie, being obedient, willing,
and tractable, although, in the way of harness and
reins, they are pretty much their own masters.
My excursions in the environs have made me ac-
quainted with a great variety of modes of commu-
nication between the capital and its adjacent vil-
lages. Although Paris is pared down so accurately,
and is almost without suburbs, the population,
within a circuit of ten miles in each direction, is
almost equal to that of Paris itself. St. Denis has
several thousands, St. Germain the same, and Ver-
sailles is still a town of considerable importance.
All these places, with villages out of number, keep

up daily intercourse with the city, and in addition

L



116 ' FRANCE.

to the hundreds of vegetable carts that constantly
pass to and fro, there are many conveyances that
are exclusively devoted to passengers. The cheap-
est and lowest is called 2 coucou, for no reason
that I can see, unless it be that a man looks very
like 2 fool to have a seat in one of them. They
are large eadriolets, with two and even three seats.
The wheels are enormous, and there is commonly
a small horse harnessed by the side of a larger, in
the thills, to drag perhaps eight or nine people.
One is amazed to see the living carrion that is driven
about a pIace like Paris, in these uncouth vehicles.
The river is so exceedingly crooked, that lt is little
used by traveliers above Rouen.
The internal transportation of France, where the
" lines of the rivers are not followed, is carried on,
almost exclusively, in enormous carts, drawn by
gix and even eight heavy horses, harnessed in a line.
The burthen is often as large as 2 load of hay, not
quite so high, perhaps, but generally longer, care
being had to preserve the balance in such a man-
ner as to leave no great weight on the shaft-horse..
These teams are managed with great dexterity, and
I have often stopped and witnessed, with admira-
tion, the entrance of one of them into a yard, as it
- passed from a crowded street probably not more
than thirty feet wide. But the evolutions of the
diligence, guided as it chiefly is by the whip, and
moving on a trot, are really nice affairs. - I came
from La Grange, some time since, in one, and ¥
thought that we should dash every thing to pieces
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in the streets, and yet nothing was injured. At
the close of the journey, our team of five horses,
two on the pole and three on the lead, wheeled,
without ‘breaking its trot, into a street that was
barely wide enough to receive the huge vehicle,
and this too without human direction, the driver
being much too drunk te be of any service. These
diligences are uncouth objects to the eye; but, for
the inside passengers, they are much more comfort-
able, so far as my experience extends, than either
the American stage, or the English coach.

The necessity of passing the barritre two or
three times a day, has also made me acqueinted
with the great amount of drunkenness that prevails
in Paris. Wine can be had oufside of the walls,
for about half the price which is paid for it within
the town, as it escapes the ortrei, or city duty.
The people resort to these places for indulgence,
and there is quite as much low blackguardism and
guzzling here, as is to be met with in any sea-
port I know,

Provisions of all sorts, too, are cheaper without = *

the gates, for the same reason; 2nd the lower classes
resort to them to celebrate their weddings, and on
-other eating and drinking occasions. < Ie on fait
Jesting ef noces,”’* is a common sign, no barrier
being without more or less of these houses, The
guingueiles are low gardens, answering to the En-
glish tea-gardens of the humblest class, with a dif-

* Weddings and merry-mekings nre kei:vt here.
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ference in the drinkables and other fare. The base
of Montmartre is crowded with them.

One sometimes meets with an unpleasant adven-
ture among these exhilirated gentry; for, though,
I think, a low Frenchman is usually better natured
when a little grisé than when perfectly sober, this
is not always the case. Quite lately I had an sffair
that might have terminated seriously, but for our
good luck. It is usual to have two seis of reins
to the ecabriolefs, the horses being very spiriled,
and the danger from accidents in streets so narrow
and crowded, being great, I had dined in town,
and was coming out about nine o’clock. The horse
was walking up the ascent to the barridre de Clichy,
when I observed, by the shadow cast from a bright
moon, that there was a man seated on the cabrioleé,
behind. Charles was driving, and I ordered him
to tell the man to get off. Finding words of no
effect, Charles gave him a slight tap with his whip.
The fellow instantly sprang forward, seized the
horse by the reins, and attempted to drag him to
one side of the road. Failing in this, he fled up
the street. Charles now called out that he had cut
the reins. I seized the other pair and brought the
horse up, and, as soon as he was under command,
we pursued our assailant at a gallop. He was soon
out of breath, and we captured him. As I felt very
indignant at the supposed outrage, which might
have cost, not us only, but others, their lives, I gave

* him in charge to two gensd’armes at the gate, with



FRANCE, 119

my address, promising to call at the police oﬂice
in the morning,

Accordmgly, next day I presented myself, and
was surprised to find that the man had been libe-
rated. 1 had discovered, in the interval, that the
lesther had droken, and had not been cut, which
materially altered the animus of the offence, and 1
had come with an intention to ask for the release of
the culprit, believing it merely a sally of temper,’
which a night’s imprisonment sufficiently punished;
but, the man bging charged with cutting the rein, I
thought the magistrate had greatly forgotten him-
self, in discharging him before I appeared. Indeed
I made no seruple in telling him so. 'We had some
warm words, and parted. I make no doubt I was
mistaken for an Englishman, and that the old na-
tional antipathy was at work againat me.

I 'was a good deal surprised at the termination of
this, my first essay in French criminal justice. So
many eulogiums have been passed on the police, that
I was not prepared to find this indifference to an
offence like that of wantonly cutting the reins of a
spirited cabriolet horse, in the streets of Paris; for
such was the charge on which the man stood com-
mitted. I mentioned the affair to a friend, and he
said that the police was good only for political of-
fences, and that the government rather leaned to
the side of the rabble, in order to find support with
them, in the event of any serions movement. This,
you will remember, was the opinion of z French-
man, and not mine; for ¥ only relate the facts (one
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conjecture excepted,)and to do justice to all paities,
it is proper to add that my friend is warmly op-~
posed to the present régime.

I have uniformly found the gensd’armes civil,
and even obliging; and I have seen them show
great forbearance on various ocezsions. As to the
marvellous stories we have heard of the police of
Paris, I suspect they have been gotten up for effect,
such things being constantly practised here. One
needs be behind the curtain, in a great many things,
o get 2 just idea of the true state of the world. A
leughable instance has just oceurred, within my
knowledge, of a story that has been got up for ef-
fect. The town was quite horrified, lately, with
an account, in the journals, of a careless nurse per-
mitting a child to fall into the fossé of the great
" bears, in the jardins des plantes, and of the bears

eating up the dear little thing, to the smallest frag-
ment, before succour could be obtained. Happen-
ing to be at the garden soon efter, in the company
of one connected with the establishment, I inquired
into the circumstances, and was told that the nurses
were very careless with the children, and that the
story was published in order that the bears should
notl eat up any child heregfter, rather than be.
cause they Aad eafen up = child keretofore.
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LETTER VIL
To Mgzs. Pomexoy, CoorersTown,

T mave said very little, in my previous letters,
ion the subject of eur personal intercourse with the
society of Paris. It is not always easy for one to
‘be particnlar in these matters, and maintain the re-
serve that is due to others. Vidlating the confi-
dence he may have received through his hospita-
lity, is but an indifferent return from the guest to"
the host.  Still there are men, if I may so express
it, 8o public in their very essence, certainly in their
lives, that propriety is less concerned with a repe~
tition of their sentiments, and with delineations of
their characters, than in ordinary’ casesa; for the
practice of the world has put them so much on
their guard against the representations of travel-
lers, that there is more danger of rendering a.false
account, by becoming their dupes, than of betray-
ing them in their unguarded moments. I have
searcely ever been admitted to the presence of &
real notoriety, that I did not find the man, or wo-
man—pex making little difference—an aetor; and
thia, too, mueh beyond the every day and per-
haps justifinble little practices of conventional
life. Inherent simplicity of character, is ode of
the rarest, as, sompered by the tone impanted by

Vor. 1L 11
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refinement, it is the loveliest of all our traits, though
it is quite common to meet with those who affect
it, with an address that is very apt to deceive the
ordinary, and most especially the flattered, ob-
server.

Opportugity, rather than talents, is the great re-
quisite for cireulating gossip ; a very moderate de-
gree of ability, sufficing for the observation which
shall render private anecdotes, more especially when
they relate to persons of celebrity, of interest' to
the general reader, But there is another objection to
being merely the medium of information of this low
quality, that T should think would have great in-
fluence with every one who has the common self-
respect of a gentleman. There is a facit admis-
sion of inferiority in the occupation, that ought to
prove too humiliating to 2 man accustomed to those
associations, which imply equality, It is permitted
to touch upon the habits and appearance of a truly
great man; but to dwell upon the peculiarities of 2
duke, merely because he is 2 duke, is as much as to
say he is your superior; a concession I do not feel
disposed to make in favour of any mere duke in
Christendom. . :

I shall not, however, be wholly silent on the ge-
neral impressions left by the little I have seen of
the society of Paris; and, occasionally, when it is
characteristic, an anecdote may be introduced, for
such things sometimes give distinctness, as well 28
piquancy, to a description.

During our first winter in Paris, our circle, never
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wery large, was principally confined to foreign fa-
" nilies, intermingled with a few French; but since
our return to town, frqm St. Ouen, we have seen
more of the people of the country. I should great.
1y mislead you, however, were I to leave the im-
pression that our currency in the French eapital has
‘been at all general, for it certdinly has not. Neither
my health, leisure, fortune, nor oppertunities, have
permitted this. I believe few, perhaps no Americans,
have very general eccess to the best society of any
Jarge European tows ; atall events, I have met with
no one who, I have had- any reason to think was
much better off than myself in this respect ; -and, I
repeat, my own familiarity with the circles of the
capital, is nothing to boast of. It is in Paris,as it
in every where else, as respects those who are easy
of access. 1In all large towns there i to be found
2 troublesome and pushing set, whe, requiring no-
toriety, obtrude themselves on strangers, sometimes
with sounding names, and always with offensive pre-
tensions of some sort or other; but the truly respec-
table and estimable class, in every country, except
in cases that cannot properly be included in the rule,
are to be sought. Now, one must feel that he has
peculiar claima, or be better furnished with letters
than happened to be my case, to get a ready admis-
sion into this set, or, having obtained it, to feel that
hix position enabled him to maintain the intercourse,
with the ease and freedom that could alone render it
agreeable. To be shown about 28 a lion, when cir-
_eumstances offer the means; to be stuck up ata
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dinner {able, a8 & piece of luxury, like strawberries
iz February, or peaches in April, can hardly be
‘called essociation : the terms being much om a par
with that which forms the liaison, between him who
gives the entertainment, and the hired plate with
which his table is garnished, With this explanation,
then, you are welcome to an outlive of the little I
koow on the subject. .

Oue of the errors respecting the French, which
bas been imported into America, through England,
is the impreasion that they are not hospitable. Sipce
my residence here, I have often been st a lose to
imagine how such a notion could have arisen, for I
am acquainted with no town, in which it has struck
me there is more true hospitality, than in Paria.
Not only are dinners, balls, and all the mivor en-
tertainments frequent, but there is searcely a man,
or a woman, of any note in society, who does not
cause his or her doors 19 be opened, once a fort-
night at least, and, is half the cases, once & week. At

- these soirées invitations are sometimes given, it is
true, but then they are general, and for the whole
season ; and it is not unusual, even, to consider them
free to all who are on visiting terms with the
family, The utmost simplisity and good taste pre-’
- vail at these places, the refreshments being light
snd appropriate, and the forms exacting no more
than what belongs to good breeding You will, at
once, conceive the great advantages that 2 stranger
possemses i having access to such social resources.
One, with a tolerable visiting list, may choose his °
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circle for any particular evening, and, if by chanee,
the company should not happen to be to his mind,
he has still before him the alternative of several
other houses, which are eertain to be open. Itis
not easy to say what can be more truly hospmble
than this,

The petits soupers, once so celebrated, are entire-
Yy superseded by the new distribution of time, which
is probably the most rational that can be devised for -
a town life.. The dinner is at six, an hour that is
too early to interfere with. the engagements of the
evening, it being usvally over at eight, and too late
to render food aggin necessary that night; an arrange-
ment that greatly facilitates the evening intercourse,
releasing it at once from all trouble and parade.
It has often been said, in favour of French society,
 that once within the doors of a salon all are equal.
‘This is not literally so, it being impossible that such
a state of things can exist; wor is-it desirable that
it should ; since it is confounding all sentiment snd
feeling, overlooking the claims of age, services,
merit of every sort, and setting at naught the whole
construction of society. It is not absolutely true,
that even rank is entirely forgotten in Freneh so-
ciety, though I think it sufficiently so to prevent
any deference to it from being offensive, The social
pretensions of a French peer are exceedingly well
regulated, nor do I remember to have seen an
instance in which a very young man has been
particularly noticed on account of his having claims
of this sort.  Distinguished men are 80 very nume-
11*
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rous in Paris, that they excite no great feeling, and
the oven coursé of socisty is little disturbed on their
aegount.

Although 2l within the doors of a French salon
sre not perfeotly equal, none are made unpleassntly
to feel the indifierence. I dare say there are circles
in Paris, in which the mere possession of money
may be a source of evident distinction, but it oust
be in & very inferior set. The French, while they
_ are singularly alive to the advantages of morey, and
sxtremely lisble to yield to its influence in all im-
portant matters, rarely permit any manifestations of
its power to escspe them in their ordinary inter-
course. As a people, they appear to me to be ready
to yield every thing to money, but its external
homage. On these points, they are the very con-
verse of the Americans, who are hard to be bought,
while they consider money the very base of all dis-
tinetion, The origin of these peculiarities may be
found in the respective conditions of the two
gountries.

In America, fortanes are easily and rapidly ae.
quired ; pressure reduces few to want ; he who serves
is, if any thing, more in demand than he who is to
be served ; and the want of temptation produces ex-
emption from the liability to corruption. Men will, .
and do, daily, corrup? themaelves,it the rapacious
pursuit of gain, but. comparatively few are in the
market, to be bought and sold by others. Notwith-
manding this, money being every man’s goal, there
is a secret, profound, and genersl deference for it;
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while money will do less, than in almost any other
country in Christendom. Here, few young men look
forwerd to gaining distinction by making money ;
they search for it, as a means; wheress, with us, it
is the end, We have little need of arms ie Anerics,
snd “the profession is in less request than that of
law or merchandize. - Of the arts and letters, tha
country possesses none, or next to none; and thers
is no true sympathy with either. The only career
that is felt, as likely to lead, and which can lead, to
distinction independently of money, ia that of poli-
tics, and, as a whole, this is 50 much oceupied by
sheer adventurers, with little or no pretension to the
name of statesmen, that it is scarcely reputable to
belong to it.  Although money has no influence in
politics, or as little as well may be, even the success-
ful politician is but a secondary man, in ordinary
sogisty, in comparison with the milionaire. Now,
all this is very much reversed in Paris. Money does
much, while it seems to do but little, 'The writer
of 2 successful comedy would be & much more im-
portant personage, in the cdéeries of Paris, than M,
Rothechild ; and the inventor of » new bonnet would
enjoy much more &clat than the inventor of a clever
speculation. I question if there be 2 community on
esrth, in which gambling risks in the funds, for in-
stance, are more general than in this, and yet the
subject appears to be entirely lost sight of out of
the Bouree,

‘The little social notoriety that is attached to mili-
tary distinction, here, has greatly surprised me. It
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really seems as if France has had so much militery
renown, as to be satiated with it. One is elbowed
constantly by generals, who have gained this or that
victory, and yet no one seems to care anything about
them. I do not mean that the nation is indifferent
to military glory, but society appears to care little
or nothing about.it. I have seen 2 good deal of foss
made with the writer of a few clever verses, but I
have never seen any made with a hero. Perhaps it
was because the verses were new, and the victories
old.

The perfect good taste and indifference which the
French manifest concerning the private affairs, and
eoncerning the modeof living, of one who is admitted
to the salons, has justly extorted admiration, even
from the English, the people of #il others who most
submit to a contrary feeling, A hackney coach ia not
always admitted into a court-yard, but both men snd
women make their visits in them, without any appa-
rent hesitation. No one seems ashamed of confess-
ing poverty. .1 do not aay that women of quality
often use figeres to make their visits, but men do,
and I bave seen women in them, openly, whom I
have met in some of the best houses in Paris, It is
better to go in & private carriage, or in a remise, if
one can, but few hesitate, when their means are
limited, about using the former. In order to appre-
ciate this self-denial, or simplicity, or good sense, it
is necessary to remember that a Paris figere is not to
be confounded with any other vehicle on earth. 1.
witnessed, « short time since, a ludicrous instance of .
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the different degrees of feeling that exist on this
point, among different people. A and myself
went to the house of an English woman, of our ac-
_ quaintance, who is net very choice in her French.
A Mrs, , the wife of a colonel in the English
army, sat next A , as a French lady begged that
her carriage might be ordered. - Our hestess told
her servant to order the flgere of Madame. \
Now, Madame kept her chariot, to my certain
knowledge, but she disregarded the mistake. A
soon after desired that our carriage might come next,
" The good woman of the house, who loved to be
busy, again called for the fiacre of Madame .
1 maw the foot of A~ in motion, but catching my
eye, she smiled, and the thing passed off. The voi-
ture de Madame , OF our own carrisge, was
announced, just as Mrs. was trying to make
& servant understand she wished for hers.— Le
Jfiacre de Madame ——,’ again put in the bustling
hoatess. This was too much for s colonel’s lady,
sud, with a very pretty air of distress, she took care
to explain in a way that all might hear her, that it
Was & remise.

I dare say, vulger prejudices influence yulgar
minds, here, as elsewhere, and yet I must say, that
I never knew any one hesitate about giving an ad-
dress, on account of the humility of the lodgings:
It is to be presumed that the manner in which fami-
lies that are historical, and of long-established rank,
were broken down by the revolution, has had an
influence in effecting this healthful state of feeling,




150 PRANCE.

The great tact and careful training of the women,
serve to add very much to the grace of Frenech so-
ciety. They effectually prevent all embarrassments
from the question of precedency, by their own deci-
sions. Indeed, it appears to be admitted, that when
there iz any doubt on these puints, the mistress of
the house shall settle it in her own way. I found
. myself lately, at a small dinner, the only stranger,
and the especially invited guest, standing near Ma-
dame la Marquise at the moment the service was
announced. A bishop made one of the trio. I
could not precede a man of his years and profession,
and he was too polite to precede a stranger, It was

8 nice point. Had it heen a question hetween a

duke and myself, as a stranger, and under the cir-
cumstances of the invitation, I should have had the
pas, but even the lady hesitated about discrediting
2 father of the church. She delayed but an instant,
and, smiling, she begged us to follow her to the
table, avoiding the decision altogether. In Americs,
such & thing could not have happened, for no wo-
man, by a fiction of society, is supposed to know
how to walk in company without support ; but, here,
a woman will not spoil her curtesy, on entering &
room, by leaning on an arm, if she can well help it.
The practice of tucking up 2 brace of females, (liver
and gizzard, as the English coarsely, but not inaptly,
term it,) under one’s arms, in order to enter a small
room that is crowded in a way to render the move-
ments of even one person difficult, does not prevail
here, it being rightly judged that a proper fenus, a
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good walk, and 2 graceful movement, are all im~
peired by it. This habit also singularly contributes
to the comfort of your sex, by rendering them more
independent of ours. No one thinks, exeept in very
particular cases, of going to the door to see a lady
into her parriage, a custom too provincial to prevail
in a capital, anywhere. Still, thereisan amusing assi-
duity among the men, on certain points of etiquette,
that has sometimes made me laugh; though, in
truth, every concession to politeness being a tribute
to benevolence, is respectable, unless spoiled in the
manner. As we are gossiping about trifles, J will
mention 2 usage or two, that to you will at lesst be
novel, :

1 was honoured with a letter from le Chevalier
Alexandre de Lamelh,” accompanied by an offer-
ing of a book, and I took an early opportunity to
pay my respects to him. I found this gentleman,
who once played se conspicuous a part in the poli-

“ties of France, and who ia now = liberal deputy, at
breakfast, in a small cabinet, at the end of a suite of
four rooms. He roceived me politely, conversed a
good deal of America, in which country he had
served as a colonel, under Rochambeau, and I took
my leave. That M. de Lameth should rise, and

’ even see me into the next room, was what every

one would expect, and there I again took my leave
of him. But he followed nie to each door, in succes-
sion, snd when, with a little gentle violence, I suc-

* Bince dead.
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ceeded in shutting him in the ante-chsmber, he
seemed to yield to my entresties not to give hio-
self any further trouble. I was on the landing, om
my way down, when, hearing the door of M. de
Lemeth’s spartment open, I turned and sew is
master stending before it, to give and receive the

"last bow, Although this exireme attention to the
feelings of others, and delicacy of demeanor, ratber
marks the Frenchman of the old achool, pertaps, it
is by no means uncommon here. (eneral ls Fay-
ette, while he permits me to see him with very lit-
tle ceremony, scarcely ever suffers me to leave him,
without going with me a8 far ss two or three doors
This, in my case, he doea more from habit than any
thing eise, for he frequently does rot éven rise
when I enter; and, sometimes, when I laughingly
wenture te say so much ceremony is scarcely meops:
sary between us, he will take me at my wond, and
go back to his writing, with perfeet simplieity.

The veception between the women, 1 see plainly,

is graduated with an unpretending but nice regand
to their zespective claima. They rise, evan to mes;
2 much more becoming and greceful habit than tet
of America, except it evening circles, or in receivieg
jmtimates. I never saw & French woman offer her
. hand to a male visitor, unless s relative, though it is
quite commeon for femades to kiss each other, when
the réunion is not an affair.of eoremeny, The prac-
tiee of Linding among men, still existe, thongh it is
not very commen &t Paris. It appears to be gradu-
ally going out with the ear-rings. I have never had-

l
1
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'
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an offer from a Frenchman, of my own age, to kiss
me, hut it has fraquently ocourred, with my seniors.
General la Fayette practises it still, mth all his ine
timates.

1 was seated, the other evening, in quiet conversa-
tion, with Madame la Princesse de . Several
people had come and gope in the ecourse of an hour,
and all had been recoived in the usuel mapner, At
lamgth the Awissier, walking fast through the ante-
chambers, announced the wife of an ambassador,
The Princesse, at the moment, was seated on a di-
van, with her feet raised 30 as not to touch the floor.
I was startled with the suddenness and vehemence
of her movements. - She asprang to her feet, and
rather ran than walked scrosa the vast salon to the
dogr, where she was met by her visitor, who, ob-
serving the empressement of her hostess, through
the vista of roems, had rushed forward as fast as
decorum would at all allow, in order to anticipate
her at the door. It was my impreasion, at first, that
they were bosom friends, about to he restored to
enoh other, after a lang absence, and that the impe-

tuoaity of their feelings had gotten the better of
" their ordipary self-command. No such thing; it
was merely a strife of eourtesy, for the meeting was
followed hy an extreme atieotion to ali the forms
of society, profound curtseys, and the elaborated
demeganqr which marks ceremogy rather than frlend»
ship.

. Mugh has bean. said sbout the latitude of spesch
among the women af France, and comparisons have

Vou. IL 12
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beer made between them and our own fem&iles, to
the disadvantage of the former. If the American
usages are to be taken as the standard of delicacy im
such matters, I know of no other people who come
up to it. As to our mere feelings, habit can render
any thing proper, or any thing improper, and it is
not an easy matter to say where the line, in con-
formity with good sense and good taste, should be
actually drawn. I confess a leaning to the Ameri-
can school, but how far I am influenced by educa-
tion, it would not be easy for me to say myself.
Foreigners affirm that we are squeamish, and that
‘we wound delicacy oftener by the awkward attempts
tg protect it, than if we had more simplicity. There
may bhe some truth in this, for though cherishing
the notions of my youth, I never belonged to the
ultra school at home, which, I believe you will agree
with me,. rather proves low breeding than good
breeding. Oune sees instances of this truth, not only
every day, but every hour of the day. Yesterday,
in crossing the Tuileries, I was witness of a ludi-
crous scene that sufficiently illustrates what I mean.
The statues of the garden have little or nodrapery.
A countryman, and two women of the same class,
in passing one, were struck with this eircam- °
stance, and their bursts of laughter, running and
hiding their faces, and loud giggling, left no one in
ignorance of the cause of their extreme bashfulness,
Thousands of both sexes pass daily beneath the
same statue, without 2 thought of its nudity, and it
is looked upon 2s g noble piece of sculpture.
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In dismissing this subject, which is every way
delicate, I shall merely say that usage tolerates a
dicense of speech, of which you probably have no
ides, but, that I think one hears very rarely, from 2
French woman of condition, little that would not
be uttered, by an American female, under simi-
~ lar circumstances, ,So far @ my experience goes,
-there is a marked dlﬂ‘erence, in this particular, be-
tween the women of a middle station and those of a
higher rank ; by rank, however, I mean hereditary
rank, for the revoluuon has made a péle méle in the
salons of Paris,

Although the pefets saupers have disappeared,
.the dinners gre very sufficlent substitutes. They
are given at a better hour, and the service of a
French entertsinment, so quiet, so entirely free
from- effort, ar chatter about food, ia admirasbly
adapted to rendering them agreeable. I am clearly
of opinion no one ought to give any entertainment
that has not the means of making it pass off aa 2
matter-of-course thing, and without effort. I have
certainly seen a few fussy dinners here, but they
are surprisingly rare. At home, we have plenty of
people who know that a party that has a laboured
air is inherently vulgar, but how few are there that
know how to treat a brilliant entertainment as a
mere matier of course! Paris is full of those de-
sirable houses in which the thing is understood.

The forms of the table vary 2 litile, according to
the set one is in. In truly French houses, until
quite letely I believe, it was not the custom to
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change the knife, the duty of which, by the way,
is not great, the cookery requiring little more than

the fork. In families thet mingle more with stres- _

gers, both are changed, as with us. A great dinner
is served very much as at home, so0 fir 23 the mere
courses are concerned, though I have seen the
melons follow the soup. This I believe to be in
good taste, though it is not common, and it struck
“me, et first, as being as much out of sesson as the
old New England custom of eating the pudding
before the meat. But the French give small din-
ners, (small in name, though certainly very great in
execution,) in which the dishes are served singly, or
nearly so, the entertainment resembling those given
by the Turks, and being lisble to the same objection ;
for when there is but a single dish before one, and
it is not known whether there is to be any more, it

is an awkward thing to decline eating. Such din-

ners are generally of the best quality, but I think
they should never be given except where there is
sufficient intimacy to embolden the guest to sy
jam satis. \

The old devotion %o the sex is not s0 exclusively
- the occupation of a French salon, as it was, proba.
bly, half a century since. I have been in seversl,
where the men were grouped in a corner, talking
politics, while the 'women amused each other, as
best they could, in celd, formal lines, looking like
w0 many figures placed there to show off the latest
modes of the Yoiletfe. 1 do nat say this is abso-
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lutely common, but it is less rare than you might
be apt to suppose.

I can tell you Little of the habit of reading manu-
soripts, in society. Such things are certzinly done,
for I have been invited to be present on one or two
occasions, hat having a horror of such exhibitions,
X meke it a point to be jndisposed, the choice lying
between the megrime before, or after them. Once,
and once only, I have heard a poet recite his verses
in a well filled drawing-room, and, though I have
every resson to think him clever, my ear was so0
hittle accustomed to the langnage, that, in the mouth-
ing of French recitation, I lost nearly all of it.

I have had an odd pleasure in driving from one
" howse to another, on particular evenings, in order to
produce as strong contrasts as my limited visiting
list will procure. Having a fair opportunity a few
nights since, in consequence of two or three invite-
tions coming in, for the evening on which severdl
houses where I occasionally called were opened, I
determined to make a pight of it, in order to note
the effect. As A did not know several of the
people, 1 went alone, and you may possibly be
amused with an aceeunt of my adventures they
shall be told.

In the first place I had to dress, in order to go to
dinner at a house that I had never entered, and
with a family of which I kid never seen a soul.
These are incidents which frequently come over a
stranger, and, at first, were not & little awkward,
but use hardens us to much greater misfortunes, At

12*
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#ix, then; I stepped punctually into mry coupé; and
gave Charles the necessary number and street. I
eught to tell you that the invitation hed come a fow
duys bafore, exd, in & fit of curiosity, I had aceepied
it, and sent a card, without having the least idea wino
my host and hostess were, beyond their names,
There was somethiag piguani in this ignorance,
and 1 had almost made up my mind to go in the
ssne mysterious manner, leaviag all to events, when
- happening, in an idle moment, to ask a lady of my
acquaintance, aud for whom I have a great respect,
if she knew 3 Madame de ——, to my surprise,
her answer was— Most tertainly—she is my cou-
sin, and you are to dine there to-morrow.”” I said
no more, though this satisfied me that my hosts
were people of some standing: While driving to
their hotel, it atruck me; under ail the cireum-
stances, it might be well to know more of them,
aud I stopped at the gate of a female friend, who
knows every body, and who, I was oertsin, would
receive me even at that unseasonable hour. I was
admitted, explained my errand, gnd inquired if she
knew a M, de “ Quelle question!”’ she ex-
claimed — « M. de est Chancelier de In
France!” Abeunrd, and even awkward, as it might
have proved, but for this lucky thought, I shouid
bave gone snd dined with the French Lord High
Chancellor, without haying the smallest suspicion of
who he was !

The hotel was » fine one, though the apart~
ment wes merely good, and the reception, ser-
wice and. general style of the house were so. simple.
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that peither would have awekened the least suapi-
cion of the importance of my hosts. The party
was sinzll and the dinner modest. I found the
ohancelier a grave dignified man, a little curious on
the sabject of Ameriea, and his wife, apparently a
wuoman of great good sense, and, I should think, of
a good deal of attainment. Every thing went off
in the quietest manner possible, and I was sorry
when it wos time to go.

From this dinner, I drove to the hotel of the
Marguis de Marbois, to pay a visit of digestion,
M. de Marbois retires so early, on account of hia
groat age, that one is obliged to be punctual, or he
will find the gate locked at nine. The company

“had got back into the drawing-room, and as the
last week’s guests were mostly there, as well as those
who had just left the table, there might have been
thirty people present, all of whom were men but
two. Oune of the ladies was Madame de Souza,
known in French literature as the writer of several
.elever novels of society. In the drawing-room,
were grouped, in clusters, the Grand Referendary,
M. Cuvier, M. Daru, M. Yillemgin, M. de Plaisance,
Mr. Brown, and many othera of note. There scem-
#d to be something in the wind, as the conversation
was in low confidential whispers, atiended by divers
eminous shrugs. This could only be polities, and
watching an opportunity, I questioned an acquaint-

. ance. The fact was really so. The appointed hour
had come, and the ministry of M. de Villele waa in

the agony. The elections had not been favourable,.
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and it was expedient to make &n attempt to reach
the ofd end, by what is called a mew combination.
It i necessary to understand the general influence
of political intrigues on certain cBieries of Paris, to
appreciate the effect of this intelligence, on a draw-
ing-room filled, like this, with men who had been
actors in the principal events of France, for forty
years, The name of M. Cuvier was even mention-
ed as one of the new ministers. Comte Roy was
also named, as likely to be the new premier. I was
told that this gentleman was one of the greatest
landed proprietors of Franee, his estates being valued
at four millions of dellars. The fact is curious, s
showing,noet on vulgar rumour, hut from a respectable
saurce, what is deemed a first rate landed property
in this country. It is certainly no merit, nor do I
believe it is any very great advantage;. but, I think
we might materially beat this) even in America. The
company soon separated, and I retired.

From the Pilace de ks Madeleine, I drove to a
house near the Carrousel, where I had been invited
to step in, in the course of the evening, All the
buildings that remain within the intended parallelo-
gram, which will some day make this apot one of
the finest squares in the world, have been bought by

" the government, or nearly so, with the intent to have
them pulled down, at a proper time; and the court
bestows lodgings, ad inferim, among them, on its
favourites. Madame de was one of these fa- -
voured persons, and she occupies a small apartment
in the third story of cne of these houses. The rooms
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were neat and well arranged, but smail, " Probably
the largest does not exeeed fifteen feet square. The
approach to a2 Paris lodging is usvally either very
good, or very bad. In the new buildings may be
found some of the mediocrity of the new order of
things; butin all those which were erected previous-
iy to the im'o]ution, there is nothing but extremes
in this, 28 in most other things. Great luxury and
elegance, or great meanness and discomfort. The
house of Madame de happens to be of the latter
clazs, and although ali the disagreeables have disap-
pesred from her own rooms, one is compelled to
elimb up to them, through a dark well of a staircase,
by flights of steps not much better than those we use
in our stables. You have no notion of such stair-
cases s those I had just descended in the hotels of
the Chancelier and the Premier President ;* nor
have we any just ides, as connected with respeet-
able dwellings, of these 1 had now to-clamber up..
M. de is 2 man of talents and great respecta-
bility, and his wife is exceedingly clever, bat they
are notrich. He is a professor, and she isan artist.
Alfter having passed so much of my youth, on top-
gallant-yards, and in becketting royals, you are not
to suppose, howdver, I had any great difficulty in
getting up these stairs, narrow, steep, and winding
as they were, ~

We are now at the door, and I have rung.

On whom do ‘you imagine the curtain will rise?

Gn s réunion of philosophers come to discuss

* M. de Marhois waa the first president of the Court of Accounts,
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questions in botsny, with M. de 4 OT OD artists,
assembled to talk over the troubles of their profes-
sion, with his wife? The door opens, and I enter..
The little drawing-room is crowded ; chiefly with
men. Two card tables are set, and at one I recogunize
a party, in which are three dukes of the veille eour,
with M. de Duras at their head! The rest of the
company was a little more mixed, but, on the whole,
it savoured strongly of Coblentz and the emigration.
Thia was more truly French than any thing ¥ had
yet stumbled on, One or two of the grandees look-
ed at me as if, better informed than Seott, they knew
that General La Fayette bad not gone to America to
live, Some of these gentlemen certainly do not love
us; but I had cut out tao much work for the night
to stay aud return the hig looks of even dukes, and,
watching an opportunity, when the eyes of Madame
de were another way, I stole out of the reom.
Charles now took his orders, and we drove down
into the heart of the town, somewhere near the ge-
neral post-office, or into those mazes of streets that,
neer two years of ‘practice, have not yet taught me
to thread. We entered the court of & large hotel, that
waa brilliantly lighted, and I ascended, by a noble
flight of steps, to the first floor. Ante-chambers com-
municated with a magnificent saloon, which appear-
ed to be near forty feet square. The ceilings were
Iafty, and the walls were ornamented with military
trophies, besutifully designed, and which had the
air of being embossed and gilded. I had got into
the hotel of oné¢ of Nzpoleon’s marshals, you will
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#ay, of at least into one of a' marshal of the old - -

régime. The latter conjecture may be true, but the
house is now inhabited by a great woollen manu-
facturer, whom the events of the day has thrown into
the presence of all these military emblema. I found
the worthy indusiriel surrounded by & groupe,
eomposed of men of his own stamp, eagerly discnss-
ing the recent changes in the government. The wo-
men,of whom there might have been a dozen, were
ranged, like a neglected parterre, along the opposite
side of the room. I paid my compliments, staid a
few minutes, and stole away tc the next engage-
ment.

We had now to go to a little, retired, house on
the Champs Elysées. There were only three or four
carriages before the door, and on ascending to a
amall, but very neat apartment, I found some twenty
people collected. The mistress of the house wasan
English lady, single, of a certain age, and a daughter
of the Earl of ~——, who was once governor of New
York. Here was a very different set. Cne or two
ladies of the old court, women of elegent manners,
and zeemingly of good information, several English
women, pretty, quiet and clever, hesides a dozen
men of different nations. This was one of those
little éunions that ere so commeon in Paris, among
the foreigners, in which 2 small infusion of French

* servea to leaven a considerable bateh of human beingu

from other parts of the world, As it is always are-
lief tome to speak my own language,afterbeinga good
while among foreigners, I staid an hour at this house.
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In the coursa of the evening an Irishman of great
wit and of exquisite humour, one of the psragons of
the age in his way, came in. Ib the course of con- *
versation, thia gentleman, who is the proprietor of
an Irish estate, and a Catholic, told me of an atrocity
in the laws of hia country, of which until then ¥ waa
ignorant. It seemm that amy younger brother, or
next heir, might elaim the estate by turning Protes-
tant, or drive the incumbent to thesame act. I wan
" . rejoiced to hear that there was hardly an instance of
such profligacy known.* To what baseness will not
the struggle for political ascendancy urge us!
In the course of the evening, Mr. » the Irish
' gentleman, gravely introduced me to a Sir James
, adding, with perfect gravity, ¥a gentleman
whose father humbugged the Pope—humbugged in-
fallibility.”” One could not hut be amused with sych
an introduction, urged in & way so infinitely droll,
and I ventured, at a proper moment, o ask an ex-
planation, which, unless I wqs also humbugged, was
as follows.

Among the délenus in 1804, was Sir William
~—0, the father of Sir James , the person in
question. Taking advantage of the presence of the
Pope at Paris, he is said to have called on the good-
hearted Pius, with great concern of manner, to state
his case. He had left his sons in England, and
through his absence they had fallen under the cars
of two Preshyterian aunts; 2a p father he was pa.

* I baliere this inﬁmuhr,hom,hn_- boen repoaled.
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tarally saxious tp rescue them from this perilous
situation. # New Pius,”’ continued my merry in-
formant, “quite naturally supposed that all this
solicitude was in behalf of two orthodox Catholie
souls, and he got permission from Napoleon for the -
return of se good a father, to his own country, néver
dreaming that the conversion of the boys, if it ever.
took place, would only be from the Protestant Epis-
copal Church of England, to that of Calvin; or a
' rescue from one of the devil’s furnaces, to pop them
into another.”” Ilaughed at this story, I suppose
- with alittle incredulity, but my Irish friend insisted
an its truth, ending the conversation with a signifi-
cant nod, Cathelic as he was, and saying—* hum-
bugged infallibility !

By this time it was eleven o’clock, and as I am
obliged to keep resscnable hours, it was time to go
to Zhe party of the evening. Count ——, of the
— Legation, gave a great ball. My carriage -ep-
tered the line at the distance of near a quarter of a
mile from the Adtel; gensdurmes being actively em-
ployed in keeping us all in our places. It was half
an hour before I was set down, and the guad-
zilles were in {ull motion when I entered, It wasa
brilliant affair, mueh the most so I have ever yet
witnessed in a private house. Some said there were
fifteen hundred people present. The number se¢ms
incredible, and yet, when one comes to caleulate, it
may beso. As got into my curriage to go away,
Charles informed me that the people at the gates
affirm: thet niore than six hundred umagea had cn—

Vou. IL 13



146 FRARCRE.

tered the court that evening. By allowing an ave-
rage of little more than two to each vehicle, we get-
the number mentioned.

I do not know exectly how many rooms were
opened on this occasion,but I should think there were
fully a dozen. Two or three were very large salons, .
and the one in the centre, which was almost at fever
heat, had erimson hangings, by way of cooling one.
I have never witnessed dancing at all comparable to
that of the quadriiles of this evening. Usually there
is either too much or too little of the dancing mas-
ter, but on this occasion every one ‘seemed inspired
with a love of the art. It was a beautiful sight to
see 8 hundred charming young women, of the first
families of Europe, for they were there of ali na-
tions, dressed with the simple elegance that is so
becoming to the young of the sex, and which is
never departed from here until after marriage,
moving in perfect time to delightful music, as if
snimated by 2 common soul. The men, too, did
‘better than usual, being less lugubrious and mourn-
ful then our sex is apt to be in dancing. - I do not
Jknow how it is in private, but in the world, at
Paris, every young woman seems to have a good
mother ; or, at least, one capable of giving her both
s good tone, and good teste,

At this party I met the yan intimate friend
of the ambassador, and one who also honours me
with a portion of her friendship. In talking over
the appearance of things, she told me that some
‘hundreds of applications for invitations to this
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ball had been made. «Applications! I cannot con-
ceive of such meanness. In what manner?” «Di-
rectly; by note, by personal intercession—almont
by tears. -Be certain of it, many hundreds have
- been refused.” In America we hear of refusals to
go to balls, but we have not yet reached the pass of
sending refusals to invite! Do you see Mademoi-
selle » dancing in the set before youi#’” She
pointed to a beautiful Frefich girl, whom I had often
seen at her house, but whose family was.in a much
lower station in society than herself. ¢ Certainly—
pray how came she here?” I brought-her. Her
mother waa dying to come, too, and she begged me
- to get an invitation for her snd her daughier; but
it would not do to bring the mother to-such a place,
and I was obliged to say no more tickets could be
issued. I wished, however, fo bring the daughter,
she i8 80 pretty, and we compromised the ‘affair in
that way.” < And to this the mother assented V"’
“Asgented! How can you doubt it—what fanny
American notions you have brought with you to
Franece !
¥ got some droll anecdotes from my companion,
concerning the ingredients of the company on this
occasion, for she could be as sarcastic as she was
elegant. A young woman nesr us attracted atten-
tion by a loud and vulgar manner of laughing.
“ Do you know that lady?”’ demanded my neigh-
bour. I have seen her before, but scarcely know
her name.” * She is the daughter of your acquaint-
ance, the Marguite de ——.”” «Then she is, or
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was, o Mademmiselle de ——." “She is not, nor
properly ever was, a Mademoiselle-de In
the revolution the Marguis was imprisoned by
you wicked republicans, and the Marguise fied to
England, whence she returned, after an absence of
three years, bringing with her this young iady, then
an infant a few months old.” “And Monsiéur e
Marguis?” “He never saw his daughter, having
been beheaded in Paris, about a year before her
birth.” « Quelle conire tems !’ “ Ne c'exi-ce pas?”’

It in a melancholy admission, but it is no less true,
that good breeding is sometimes guite as active a
virtue, as good principles. How many more of the
company present were born about a year after their
Jathers were beheaded, I have no means of know-
ing ; but had it been the case with all of them, the
cornpany would have been of as elegant demeanor,
and of much more refenue of deportment, than we
are accustomed to see, I will not say in good, but
certainly in general society, at home. Oue of the
consequences of good breeding js also a disinclina-
tion, positively & distaste, to pry into the private
affairs of others. The little specimen to the con-
trary, just named, was rather an exception, owing to
the character of the individuzl, and to the indiscre-
tion of the young lady in laughing too loud, and
then the affair of a birth so very posthumous was
rather too patent to escape all criticism.

My friend was in a gossiping mood this evening,
and as she was well turned of fifty, I ventured to
continue the conversation. As some of the liaisons
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~whith exist here must be novel to you, I shall men-
‘tion ane or two more.
A Madame de J—— passed us, leaning on the
.arm of M, de C——. I knew the former, who was
a widow; bad frequently visited her, and had been
-surprised at the intimacy which existed between
her and M, de C——, who always appeared quite
at home, in her house, I ventured fo ask my neigh-
hour if the gentleman were the brother of the lady.
“Her brother! It is to be hoped not, a8 he is her
husband.”” ¢ Why does she not beér his name, if
that be the case?” “ Because her first husband is
of a more illustrious family than her, second ;. and
then there are some difficulties ‘on the score of for-
tune. No, no. These people ara bond fide mar-
ried. Zenez—do you see that gentleman who is
standing so assiduously uear the chair of Madame
‘de §~+-7 He who is all attention and smiles to
the lady?” ¢Certainly —his politeness is even
affectionate.” # Well it ought to be, for it is M de
&, her hushand.” © They are a happy caaple,
then.” ¢ Hors de dotite—he meeta her at soirfes
and balls ; is the pink of politeness ;. puts.on her
shawl ; sees her safe into her carriage, and —
. “Then they drive home together, as loving as Darby -
and Joan,”” “And then he jumps into his cabriolet,
and drives to the lodgings of « Bon soir,
monsieur » you are making me fall into the
vulgar crime of sczndal,”
Now, as much as all this may sound like inven-
tion, it is quite true, that I repeat no more to you
13*
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thew was seid to me, and no more than what X be-
lieve to be exact. As respeets the latter couple, 1
have been elsewhere told that they literally never
see cach other, except in publie, where they con-
stantly meet, as the best friends in the world.

F wad lately in some English society, when Lady
G-—— bet a pair of gloves with Lord R——thathe
had not seen Ledy R—— in a fortnight. The bet
waa won by the gentleman, who proved satisfacto~
rily that he had met his wife at a dumer party, only
ten days before.

After all ¥ have told you, and all that you may
have heard from others, I am nevertheless inclined
to believe, that the high society of Paris is quite as
exemplary as that of any other large European
town. If we are any better ourselves, is it not more:
owing to the absence of temptation, than to any
other cause? Put large garrisons into- our towns,
fill the streets with idlers, who have nothing to do-
but to render themselves agreeable, and with women
. with whom dress and pleasure are the prineipel oc-

cupations, and then let us see what protestantism
and Liberty will avail us, ir this particular. The
intelligent French say that their society is improv-
ing in morals. I can believe this, of which I think
there is sufficient proof by comparing the present
with. the: past, as the latter has been described to us.
"By the past, I do not mean the period of the revo-
lution, when vulgarity assisted to render vice atill
more odious—=a happy union, perhaps, for those who-
ware to follow--but the days of the old régime.
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Chanee has thrown me in the way of three or four
old dowagers of that peried, women of high rank,
and still io the first cireles, who, amid all their
Angsse of breeding, and ease of manner, have had
a'most desperate rouée air about them. Their very
laugh, at times, has seemed replete with a bold levi-
ty, that was as disgusting as it was unfeminine. I
have never, 1o any other part of the world, seen
- Joose sentiments qffickés, with more effrontery.
" These women are the complete antipodea of the
quiet, elegant Princesse de » Who was at Lady
~—8, this evening; though some of them
write Princesses on their carda, too.

The influence of a court must be great on the
morals of thoss who live in its purlieus. Convers-
tng with the Duc de , @ man who has had gene-
ral currency in the best society of Europe, on this
subject, he mid,—*England hes long decried our
manners. Previously to the revolution, I admit
they were bad ; perhaps worse than her own; but
I know nothing in our history as bad as whet 1 late-

-}y witnessed in England. You kn#w I was there,
.quite recently, The Ling invited me to dine at
Windsor. [ found every one in the drawing-room,
but His Majesty and Lady She entered bat
2 minute before him, like a queen. Her reception
was that of a queen; young, unmarried females
kissed her hand. Now, ail this might heppen in.
France, even now; but Louis XV, the most disso-
lute of our monarchs, went no farther. At Wind-
sor, I saw the bushand, sons, and daughters of the
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favourite, in the civcle! “Le parc des Cenfs waa
not as bad as this.”

% And yet, M. de , Since We are conversing
frankly, listen to what I witnessed, but the other
day, in France, You know the situation of things
at St. Ouen, and the rumours that are so rife. We
had the féte Dieu, during my residence there.
You, who are a Catholic, need not be told that your
sect believe in the doctrine of the  real presenee.””
"There was a reposior erected in the garden of the
ehdteau, and God, in person, was carried, with reli-
gious pomp, to rest in the bowers of the ex-favourite.
It is true, the husband was not present: he was only
in the provinces !

#“The influence of 2 threne makes sad parasites
and hypocrites,” said M de ——, shrugging his-
shoulders.

« And the influence of the people, teo, though in
a different way. A eourtier is merely & well-dress-
ed demagogue.”’

¢ It follows, then, that man is. Just a poer deviL’”

But I am gossiping away with you, when my
-Asmodean career is ended, and it is time I went to
bed. Good night.
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LETTER VIIL

To Jacor Surmxnranp, Esquire, NEw Yoar.

Tae Chembers have been opened with the cus-
tomary ceremonies and parade. It is usual for the
King, attended by a brilliant cortige, to go, on these
oceasions, from the Tuileries to the Palais Bourbon,
through lines of troops, under a salute of guns. The

French love spectacles, and their monarch, if he
" would be popular, is compelled to make himself one,
at every plausible opportunity.

‘The gerden of the Tuileries isa parallelogmm,
of, I should think, Gfty acres, of which one end is
bounded by the palace. It has a high vaulted ter-
race on the side next the river, a8 well aa at the op-
posite end, and one a little lower, next the rue de
Rivoli. There is also a very low broad terrace,
immediately beneath the windows of the palace,
which separates the buildings from the pariferves.
You will understand that the effect of this arrange-
ment, is to shut out the world from the persons in
the garden, by means of-the tertaces, end, indeed,
to engble them, by taking refuge in the woods that
fill quite half the ares, to bury themselves almost in
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a forest. The public has free access to this place,
from an early hour in the morning, to eight or nine
at night, according to the seascn. When it is re~
quired to clear them, a party of troops marches, by
* beat of drum, from the chdfeau, through the great
allte, to the lower end of the garden. This is al-
ways taken a8 the signal to disperse, and the
world begins to go out, at the different gates, Itis
understood that the place is frequently wsed as 2
promenade, by the royal family, after this hour, es-
pecially in the fine season ; but, as it would be quite
easy for any one, evilly disposed, to conceal himself
among the trees, statues and shrubs, the troops ave -
extended in very open order, and march slowly
back to the palace, of course driving every one be-
fore them. Each gate is locked, as the line passes it.

The only parts of the garden, which appear, on
the exterior, to be oo a level with the street, though
such is actually the fact with the whole of the in-
terior, are the great gate opposite the palace, and a
side gate near ita southern end ; the latter being the
way by which one passes out, to cross the Pont
.Royal,

In sttempting to pass in at this gate the other
‘morning, for the first time, at that hour, I found it
closed. A party of ladies and gentlemen were walk-
ing on the low. terrace, beneath the palace windows,
anda hundred people might have been lookingatthem .
from without. A second glance showed me, that
among some children, were the heir presumptive,
and his sister Mademoiselled®Artois. The exhibition
could merely be an attempt to feel the public pulse,
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for the country house of la Bagatelle, to which the
children go two or three times a week, is much better
suvited to teking the air. 1 could not believe in the
indifference that was manifested, had I not seen it.
The children zre both engaging, particularly the
daughter, and yet, these innocent and perfectly inof-
fansive ‘beings were evidently regarded more with
aversion, than with affeetion.

The display of the opening of the session produced
no more effect on the publie mind, than the appear-
anee on the terrace of les Enfunis de France. The
Parisians are the least loyal of Charles’s subjects,
and though the troops, and a portion of the crowd,
aried wive le roi, it was easy to see that ‘the disaf-
fected were more numerous than the well-affected.

I haye attended some of the sittings sinee the
apening, and shall now say a word on the subject of
the French parliamentary proceedings. The hallis
an amphitheatre, like our own ; the disposition of the
seats and speaker’s chair being much the same as at
Washington., The members sit on benches, how,
over, that rise one behind the other, and through
which they ascend and descend, by aisles. These
aislés separate the different shades of opinion, for
those who think slike sit together. Thus the gauche
or left is occupied by the extreme liberals; the centre
gauche, by those who are a shade nearer the Bour-
bons, The centre droit, or right centre, by the true
Bourbonists, and se on, to the farthest point of the
semicircle. Some of the members affect even to,
manifest the minuter shades of their opinions, by
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their relative positions in their own sections, and 1
believe it isusual for each one to occupy his proper
place.

You probably konow that the Prench membérs
speak from a stand, immediately beneath the chair
of the president, called a tribune. Absurd as this
may seem, I helieve it to be a very useful regulation,
the vivacity of the national charaeter rendering some
such check on loquacity quite necessary. Without it,
a dozen would often be on their feet at once; as it
is, even, this sometimes happens. No disorder that
ever occurs in our legisfative bodies, will give you
any just notion of that which frequently occurs here.
The president rings a bell as a summons to keep
order, and a8 a last resource he puts on his hat, a
signal that the sitting is suspended.

The speaking of both chambers is generally bad.-
Two-thirds of the members read their speeches,
which gives the sitting a dull, monotonous charaeter,
and as you may suppose, the greater.part of their
lectures are very little attended to. The most par-
liamentary speaker is M. Royer Collard, who is, just
now, 8o popular that he has been returned for seven -
different places at the recent election.

M. Constant is an exceedingly animated speaker,
resembling in thia particular Mr. MDuffie. M. Con-
stant, however, has a different motion from the last
gentleman, his movement being a constant oacillation
over the edge of the tribune, about as fast, and al-
most as regular, as that of the pendulum of a large
clock. 1t resembles that of a sawyer in the Mimis-
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sippi. General La Fayette speaks with the, steadi-
riess and calm, that you would expect from his cha-
racter, and is always listened to with respect. Many
professional men speak well, and exercise consider-
able influence in the house, for here, as elsewhere,
the habit of public and extemporaneous speaking
gives an immediate ascendancy in deliberative bodies.
Some of the scenea one witnesses in the CHamber
.of Deputies are amusing by their exceeding vivacity.
The habit of erying écousez prevails, as in the Eng-
lish parliament, though the differeat intonations of
that ery are not well understood. I have seen mem-
bers run at the tribune, like children playing puss
in a corner; and, on one oecasion, I saw five differ--
ent persons oo its steps, in waiting for the descent
.of the member in possession. When a great question
is to be solemnly argued, the members . inscribe
their names for the discussion, and are called on to
_speak in the order in which they stand on the List,
The Freneh never sit in committee of the whole,
but they have adopted inits place an expedient, that
gives. power more control over the proceedings of
:the two houses, At the commencement of the ses-
.sion, the members draw for their numbers in the
buresuz, as they are called. Of these bureaux,
there are ten or twelve, and, as a matter of course,
" :they-include all the members, As soon as the num-
bers are drawn, the members assemble in their res. -
pective rooms, and choose their officers; a president
.and secretary.. These elections are always supposed
to be indicative of the political tendency of each
Vou II. . 14
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dureau; these which have a majority of liberuls,
choosing officers of their own opinions, and wice
versé. These dureaus are remodelisd, periodicatly,
by drawing anew; the term of duration being =
month or six weeks. [ believe the chamber retsina
the powerto refer questions,or not, to these dureans ;
their institution being no more than a matter of in-
ternal regulation, apd not of eomstifutional law, It
is, however, usual to send all important lawa to them,
where they are discussed and voted on: the ap-
probation of a majority of the dureaux being, in
such cases, necessary for their reception ia the
chambers.

The great evil of the present system is the initsa-

tive of the king. By this reservation in the eharter,
" the crown possesses more than a.veto, all laws ao-
tually emanating from the sovereign. The tendency
of such 2 regulation ia either to convert the chambers
into the old Zits de juatice,or 1o overthrow the threns,
an event which will certainly eccompany sy serious
change here. As might have been, and as momid
‘have heen anticipated, by any one familiar with the
aotion of Jegisative bodies, in onr tune, this right is
slready so vigorousty aamiled, as o give rise 1o com-
staut contentiona between the great pewers of the
state. All parties are agreed that no law can be poe-
sented, that doed not eome originally #mm the
thrave; butthe libersls.are for putting se wide a
constriiction on the might 40 amend, as alveady 4o
threaten to pervest the regulation. This basdriven
vome of the Bewrbeaists to anaintain that the sham-

\
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bars have o right, at all, to amend g royal proposi-
tion. Any one may foresee, that thisis a state of
things which cannol peaceably endure for sny great
length of time. The ministry are compelled to pack
the ehambera, and in order to effect their objeots,
they resort {o all the expedients of power that ofier.
As those who drew up the charter had neither the
fore-thought, nor the experience, to anticipate all the
embarrassments of 2 parliamentary government, they
unwittingly committed themselves, aud illegal acte
are constantly resorted to, in order that the system
may be upheld. The charter was bestowed ad cap-
tandum, and ia a contradictory mélange of inexpe-
dient concessions and wily reservations. The con-
scription undermined the populerity of Napoleon,
and Louis XVIIL,in his chartersays, “The consorip-
tion is abolished ; the recruiting for the army absd
navy shall be settled by 2 hhw.” Now the conserip-
tion €& not sbolished ; but, if pushed on this point,
a French jurist would perhaps tell you it is now es-
tablished by law. The feudal exclusiveness, on the
subject of taxation, is done away with, ail men being
equally lisble to taxation. The neit pay of the army
" i8 about two sous a day ; fAis is settled by law, pass-
ed by the representatives of those who pay two hun-
dred francs a year, in direct taxation. The conserip-
tion, in appearance, is general and fair enough ; but
he who has money can alwaya hire a substitute, at
a price quits within his power. It is only the poar
maa, who is never in possession of cne or two
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thousand franes, that is ohhged {0 serve seven years
at two sous a day, nett.

France has gained, beyond estimate, by the
changes from the old to the present system, but it
is in a manner to render further violent changes ne-
cessary. [ say violent, for political changes are’
everywhere unavoidable, since questions of polity
are, after all, no other than questions of faets, and
thede are interests that will reguolate themselves, di-
rectly or indirectly. The great desideratum of a
government, after settling its principles in conform-
ity with controlling facts, is to secure to itself the
means of progressive change, without the appre-
heasion of convulsion. Such is not the case with
France, and further revolutions are inevitable. The
mongrel government which exists, neither can stand,
nor does it deserve to stand, It contains the seede
of its own destruction. Here, you will be told, that
the King is a Jesuit, that he desires to return to the
ancient régime, and that the opposition wishes mere-
ly to keep him within the limits of the charter. My
own observations lead to a very different conclu-
sion. The dificulty is in the charter itself, whick
leaves the government neither free, nor despotic ;
in short, without any distinctive character.

- 'This defect is so much felt, that, in carying out
the details of the system, much that properly be-
longs to it has been atudiously omitted, The King
can do no wrong, here, as in England, but the min-
isters are responsible. By way of making a parade
of this responsibility, every official act of the king
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in countersigned by the minister of the proper de-
partment, and, by the theory of the government,
thet partieular minister is responsible for that parti-
culer act.  Now, by the charter, the peers are the
Judges of political erimes. By the charter, also, it
is stipulated that no one can be proceeded against
except in esses expressly provided for by law, and
in the forms preseribed by the law. You will re-
member that, all the previous constitutions being
declared illegal, Loats X VIII. dates his reign from
the supposed desth of Louis XVIL, and that there
are no fundamental precedents that may be drawn
in to aid the eonstructions, hut that the charter must
be interpreted by ite own provisiona It follows,
then, as a consequence, that no minister can be legal-
1y punished until a law is enacted to dictate the pun- -
ishment, explein the offences, snd point out the forms
of procedure:. Now, no such law hes ever bgen
proposed, and: although the chambere may reeom-
mend laws to the king, they must await his pleasare
in order even te discuss them openly, and enlist the
public feeling in their behalf. The responsibvitity
of the ‘ministers was proposed o captandum, like
the abolition of the eonscription, but neither has
been found convenient in praetice.”

The electors of France are mid to be ietween

* When the ministers of Charles X. were tried, it was without
law, and they would probably have escaped punishment altogether,
on this ples, had not the conditivn of the public mind reqwived o
roncaien.

14*
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eighty and one hundred thousand. - The qualifiea-
tions of a deputy being much higher than those of
an elector, it is computed that the four huadred and
fifty members must be elected from among some
four or five thousand available candidates. It is not
pretended that France does not contzin more than
this number of individuals who pay a thousand
francs a year in direct taxes, for taxation is so great
that this sum is soon made up; but a deputy must
be forty years old, a regulation which at once ex-
cludes fully one half the men, of itself ; and then it
will be recollected that many are superannuated,
several hundreds are peers, others cannot guit their
employments, &c., &e. I have seen the number of
available candidates estimated as Jow, even, as three
thousand. '

The elections in France are conducted in & mode
peculiar to the nation. The electors of the highest

. class have two votes, or for representatives of two

descriptions. Thia plan was an afier-thought of the
king, for the original charter contains no such regu-
lation, but the munificent father of the pational liber-
ties saw fit, subsequently, to qualify his gift. Had
Joouia XVIIL. lived a little longer, he woukl most
probably have been dethroned before this; the hopes
and expectations which usually accompany a new

" reign, having, most probably, deferred the crisis for

a few years. The electors form themselves into col~
leges, into which no one who is not privileged to vote
is admitted. This is a good regulation, and might
be copied to advantage at home. A law prescribing
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. vertain limits around each poll, and rendelring it pe-

nal for any but those authorized to vote at that par-
ticular poll, to cross it, would greatly purify our
alections. The gavernment, here, appoints the pre-
siding officer of each electoral college, and the se-
lection is always carefully made of one in the inte-
rests of the ministry, though in what manner such a
functionary can influence the result, is more than I
can tell you, It is, however, thought to be favour-
able to an individual’s own election to get this nomi-
nation. The vote is by ballot, though the charter
secures no such privilege. Indeed that instrument
is little more than a declaration of rights, fortified
by a {ew general constituent lawa,

The same latitude exists here, in the constructions
of the charter, as exists at home, in the construc.
tions of the constitution. The French have, how-
ever, one great advantage over us, in daring to think
for themselves; for, though there is a party of doc-
trinaires, who wish to imitate England, too, it is
neither a numerous nor a strong party. These doc-
irinaires, a3 the pame implies, are men who wish
to defer to theories, rather than facts; a class, that
is to be found all over the world. For obvious
reasons, the English system has admirers through-
out Europe, as well as in America, since nothing

can be more agreeable, for those who are in a situa-

tion to Jook forward to such an advantage, than to
see themselves elevated into, as La Fayette ex-
presses, so meay “little legitimacies.”” The peer-
ege, with its exclusive and hereditary bencfits, is
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-the aim of all the nobility of Europe, snd wishes
of this sort make easy converts to any philosophy
that moay favour the desire.

Ooe meets, here, with droll evidences of the trath
of what I have just told you, I have made the ac~
quaintance of w Russien of very illustrious family,
and he has always been loud and constant in his
eulogiums of America and her liberty. Alluding

-to the subject, the other day, he amused me by
natvely observing, ¢ Ah, you are a happy people—
you are free——and so are the English. Now, in
Russia, all rank depends on the commission' one
beara in the army, or on the will of the Emperor. 1
am a Prince; my father was a Prince ; my grand-
father, too; but it iz of no avail. I get no privileges
by my blrth whereas, in England, where 1 have
been, it is so dlﬁerent——and I dare say it is different
in Ameriea, too?’ 1 told him it was, indeed, “very
different in America.” He sighed, and secemed to
envy me,

The party of the doctrinaires is the one that
menaces the most serious evil to France, It is in-
herently the party of aristoeracy; and, in & country
as far advanced as Franee, it is the combinations of
the few, that, after all, are most to be apprehended.
The worst of it is, that, in countriea where abuses
have so long existed, the people get to be so disqua-
lified for entertaining free institutions, that even the
disinterested and well-meaning are often induced to
side with the rapacious and selfish, to prevent the
evils of reaction.
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In a country so much inclined to-aspeculate, to
philosophize, and to reason on every thing, it is not
surprising that a fundamental law, as vaguely ex-
pressed as the charter, should leave ample room for
discussion. We find that our own long experience
in thege written instruments, does not protect us
from violent differences of opinion, some of which
are quite as extravagant as any that exist here,
though possibly less apt to lead to as grave conse-
quences,*

* The discussion which grew out of the law to protect Ameri-
can industry, affords a singular inatance of the manner in which
-clever men can persuade themsslves and others, into arry notion,
however extravagent. The uncouth doctrine of nulfification turn-
od on the construction that might be put oq the intimacy of the
relations created by the Union, and on thenetare of the sovereign-
ties of the states.

Bocause the constitution commences with » declaration, that it
is formed and adopted by % we the people of the United States,”
overloaking, not only all the facta of the came, bul misconceiving
the very meanigg of the worde they quete, one party virtually
contendsd, that the instrument was formed by & consolidated na~
tion. On this peint their srgument, certainly sustained in part by
ananswerable truth, mainly depends.

The word # people”” has notorinusly several significations. It
means a ¢ population ;” it means the  velgary” it means any par-
ticalar portion of o population, as #rich people,” « poor people,”
“ mercantile peopls,” &c. &c. In s political wense, it has alwaya
been understood to mean that portion of the population of a country,
which is possessed of political rights. On this menwe, then, it
means a consdiftiency in a Tepresentative government, and »o it
has always been understood in England, and is nnderstood to-day
in France. When a question is referred to the  people” atan
election in England, it is not referved to a tithe of the population,
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bat to a particulsr portion of it. TaSouth Carolins snd Losisry,
in the popular sense of Mr. Wabster, there is no * people™ to -
for to, 8 mejority of the men of both states possessiog no civil
rights, and scarcely having a civil existence, Besides  people,”
in its broad signification, includes men, women and chikdrén, und
no ons will contend, tbat the two Iatter hnd any thing to do with
the formation of cur constitution. ¥t follows, then. that the termn
has been used in a limited sense, and we must look to incidemtal
facts to discover its meaning.

The convention was chosen not by any common consti-
tnency, but by the constituencies of the several siates, which, at
that time, embraced every gradation between w democratical smdl
an aristocratical polity, Tkirteen states existed in 1787, and yot
the constitution was to go into effect when it was adepted by any
nine of them. It will not be pretended that this decision weuld
be binding on the other four, and yet it is possible that thess four
dissenting states should contain more than half of all the popula~
tion of the conferderation, [t would be very easy to put » propo-
sition, in which it might be demonstratod arithweticaily, that the
copstitution eonld have been adopied against u considerable ma-
Jority of whole numbers. In the face of such a fact, it is folly to
suppose the term ¢ people” is used in any other than a conven-
tional gense. It is well known, in addition to the mode of its
adoption, that every provision of the constitition can be alter-
od, with a single exception, by three-fourths of the states, Per-
haps more than half of the entire population, (excluding the Ter-
Titories and the District,) is in eix of the largest states, at this mo-
ment. But whether this be a0 or not, such a combination ceuld
easily be made, as would demonstrate that less than a third of the
population of the couniry, can at any time alter the constitution,

It is probable that the term ¢ we the peopls,” was used in 2
sort of contre-distinction to the old implied right of the asvereignty
of the king, juet as wa idly substituted the worde « Giod save the
people,” at the end of a preclamation, for « God save the king.”
It was 8 form. But, if it is desirable to affix to them any more pre-
cise signification, it will not do to generalize, according to the ar-
gument of one party ; but we are to take the words, iu their limit-

\



FRANCE. 167

sl and spyeoprists meaning, wud with their secompanying facte
‘They can onlyallude to the constituencies, and these constity-
encina cxisted only tiromgh the states, and wore as variod s their
wovoral aystemmn.  If the weaning of the term % we tho people”
wan mincanceived, it follows that the argument which was drawn
foers the error was worthiess The constitution of the United
Sipten waa mot formed by the peeple of the United Btates, but by
sack » poetion of them as it suited the severel atates to invest with
pelitical powsts, and wnder such combinations ez gave the decision
4o any thing but & mejority of the netion, In other words, the
constitution was certainly formed bry the stater aa political bodies,
snd without eny necessary connection with any genersl or uniform
wystem of polity,

Any theory bused on the wpmte wverelgntwe of the states,
has, on the other hand, a frail support. The question was not who
formed the constitution, but wha? wes formed, Al the great
powers of soversignty, ruch as foreign relations, the right to treat,
make war and peacs, to control cominerce, t¢ coin money, &e,
&o. are expresaly coded. DBut these are not, after all, the greatest
blows that are given to the doetrine of reserved sovercignty, A
power to alier the constitution, as has just been remarked, has

been granted, by which even the dissenting sfates have become -

bound. The only right reserved, ia that of the equal representa-
tion in the senate, and it would follow, perhaps, as o legitimate
consequence, the preservation of the confederated polity; but
Bouth Carolina could, under the theory of the comstitution, be
stripped of her right to control nearly every social interest; every
man, womsn and child in the state dissenting. It is scarcely worth
while to' construct a mblimated theory, on the sovereignty of »
community s0 situnted by the legitimate theory of the gavemn-
ment, under which it actually exists!

No means can be devised, that will always protect the wesk
from the aggressions of the strong, under the forme of law ; snd
nature has pointed out the remedy, when the preponderance of
good in aguinst submission; but one cannot sappress his Sxpros-
sion of astonishment, st finding any respectable portion of
ressoning cominunity, losirig sight of this simple and seli-evident
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trath, to uphold » doctring us weak us that of nuilification; view-
od ne » [egal remedy.

If the American statesmon, (quasi and rul)wouldimmle,
the good curate and the bachelor of Bon (uixots, by burning sl
the political heresies, with which their libraries, not te say thedir
brainy, wre now crammed, and set seriowsly sbout studying the
terms, and the nature of the national compact, without reference
to the notions of men whe had no connection with the country,
the public would be the guinerm, and occzsiounlly one of them
might stand s chanco of deseending to postority in some other light
than that of the mare Joader of & faction.
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LETTER IX.
To R. Coorer, Esq., Coorensrown.

I 5avE said nothing to you of La Grange, though
I have now been there no less than three times, -
Shortly after our arrival in Paris, Gen. La Fayette
had the kindness to send us an invitation, but we
were deterred from going, for some time, by the
indisposition of one of the family. In the sutumn
of 1826 I went, however, alone; in the spring 1
went again, earrying Mrs, with me; and I
have now just returned from a third visit, in which
1 went with my wife, accompanied by one or two
more of the family. ‘

1t i3 about twenty-seven miles from Paris to Ro- ,
aay, a small town that is a league from the castle.
This is not a post-route, the great road ending at
Rosay, and we were obliged to go the whole dis-
tance with the same horses. Paris is left by the
Boulevard de la Bastile, the Barridre du Trone,
and the chdfean and woods of Vincennes. The
second time I went into Brie, it was with the gen-
eral himself, and in his own carriage. He showed
me 2 small pavilion, that is still standing in a gar-
den near the old site of the Bastile, and which he
told me once belonged to the hotel that Beaumar-
chais inhabited, when in his glory, and in which
. Vor IL 15

»
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pavilion this witty writer was accustomed to work.
The roof was topped by a vane, to show which
way the wind blew, and in pure fanfaronade, or
to manifest his contempt for principles, the author
of Figaro had caused a large copper pen to do the
duty of a weather-cock, and there it stands to this
day, 2 curious memorial equally of his wit and of
hip audacity.

At the Barridre du Trone the general pointed

out to me the spot where two of hia female con- |

nexions suffered under the guiliotine, during the
reign of terror. On one occasion, in passing, we
entered the castle of Vincennes, which is a sort of
citadel for Paris, and which has served for a state
prison since the destruction of the Bastile. Almost

all of these strong old places were formerly the .

residences of the kings, or of great nobles, the
times requiring that they should live constantly
protected by ditches and walls.

Vincennes, like the tower of London, is a col-
lection of old buildings, enclosed within a wall, and
surrounded by a ditch, The latter, however, ia
dry. The most curious of the structures, and the
one which gives the place its picturesque appear-
ance, in the distance, is a cluster of exceedingly
-slender, tall, round towers, in which the prisoners

‘are usually confined, and which is the dogjon of
the hold. This building, which contains many
vaulted rooms piled on each other, was formerly
the royal abode, and it has even now a ditch of its
9wn, though it stands within the outer walls of the

.
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place. There are many other high towers on the
walls, and until the reign of Napoleou there were
still more, but he caused them to be razed to the
level of the walls, which of themselves are suffici-
ently high.

The chapel is a fine building, being Gothic. It
was sonstructed in the time of Charles V, There
are also two or three vast corps de batiments,
which are almost palaces in extent and design,
though they are now used only as quarters for of-
ficers, &e. &c. The donjon dates from the same
reign. ‘The first room in this building is called the
salle de la question, a name which sufficiently de-
notes its infernal use. That of the upper story is
the room in which the kings of France formerly
held their councils. The walls are sixteen feet
thick, and the rooms are thirty feet high. As there
are five stories, this dongon cannot be less than a
hundred and forty or fifiy feet in elevation. The
view from the summit is very extensive, though it
is said that, in the time of Napoleon, a screen was
built around the battlement, to prevent the prison-
ers, when they took the air, from enjoying it. As
this conqueror was cruel from policy alone, it is
probable this was merely a precaution against’ sig-
nals; for it is guite apparent, if he desired to tor-
ment his captives, France has places better adapted
to the ohject than ever the donjon of Vincennes.
I am not his apologist, however; for, while I shall
not go quite as far as the Englishman who main-
tained, in a laboured treatise, that Napoleon was the
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beast of the Revelations, I believe he was any
thing but a god.

Vincenned was a favourite residence of St. Louis,
and there is a tradition that he used to take his seat
uonder a particular oak, in the z:djoining forest,
where all whe pleased were permitted to come
before him, and receive justice from himself,
Henry V. of England died in the donjon of Vin-
cennes, and [ believe his successor, Henry V1. was
born in the same building. One gets a better no-
tion of the state of things, in the ages of feudality,
by passing an hour in examining such a hold, than
in a week’s reading. After going through this
hahitation, and studying its barbarous magnificence,
I feel much more disposed to believe that Shak-
speare has not outreged probability in his dialogue
between Henry and Catharine, than if T had never
seen it, bad as that celebrated love seene is,

Shortly after quitting Vincennes, the road erosses
the Marne, and stretches away across a broad bot-
tom. There ia little of intereat beiween Paris and
Rosay. The principal house is that of Gros Bois,
which once belonged to Moreau, I believe, but is
now the property of the Prince de Wagram, the
young son of Berthier, The grounds are exten-
sive, and the house is large, though I think neither
in very goad taste, at least so far as one could
judge in passing,

There are two or three roins on this road, of
some historical interest, but not of much beauty.
There-is usually a nakedness, unrelieved by trees
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or other pisturesque accessories, about the French
ruing, which robs them of half their beauty, and
dirty, squalid, hamlets and villages, half the time,

cotne in to render the picture still lesa interesting. .

" At Rosay another route is taken, and La Grange
is approached by the rear, after turning a amall bit
of wood. It is possible to see the tops of the tow-
ers, for an instant, on the great road before reach-
ing the town.

It is not certainly known in what age the cAd-
Zeau was built, but, from its form, and a few facts
connected with its origin, whose dates are ascer-
tained, it is thought to be about five hundred years
old. It never was more than a second-rate build-
ing of its class, though it was clearly intended for
a baronial hold. Originally, the name was La
Grange &n Brie, but by passing into a new family
it got the appellation of La Grange Bléneau, by
which it iwknown at present. You are sufficiently
familiar with French to understand that grange
means barn or granary, and that a liberal translation
would make it Bleneau-farm.

In 1399, a marriage took place between the son
of the lord of La Grange en Brie, with a daughter
of a branch of the very ancient and great family of
Courienay, which had extensive possessions,” at
that time, in Brie. It was this marriage which
gave the new name to the castle, the estate in con-
sequente passing into the line of Courtenay-B-
neau. In 1595 the property;, by another marriage
with an heiress, passed into the well-known family

15*%
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dvAubussons, Comtes de la Feuillade. The first
proprietor of this name was the grandfather of the
Martschal de la Feuillade, the courtier whe caused
the Place de la Pictoire to be constructed at Paris,
and he approprialed the revenues of the estate,
which, in 1686, were valued at nine thousand francs,
to the support and completion of his work of fat-
tery. The property at that time was, however,
much more extensive than it is at present. The
son of this courtier dying without issue in 1725,
the estate was purchased by M. Dupré, one of the
judges of France.

With this magistrate commences, I believe, the
connexion of the ancestors of the La Fayettes
with the property. The only daughter married
M. &’Aguesseau; and her daughter again, mar-
ried the duc de Noailles-d’Ayen, carrying with
her, as 2 marriage portion, the lands of Fontenay,
La Grange, &e. &c., or in other words, the ancient
possessions of M. de la Fevillade. The Marguis
de La Fayette married one of the Mesdemoiselles
de Noazilles, while he was still a youth, and when
the estate, after a short sequestration, was restored
to the family, General La Fayette received the
chéteay of La Grange, with some six or eight
hundred acres of land around lt, as his wife’s
portion.* .

* Mr. Adams, in his Eulogy on Lz Fayelte, has called the
duc de Noailles, the first peer of France, The fact is of no
. great mament, but accuracy is always better than error. [
helieve the duc de Noailles was the youngest of the old ducs ~
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Although the house iz not very spacious for a
. chflteau of the region in which it stands, it is a
considerable edifice, and one of the most pictur-
esque I have seen in this country. The buildings
stand on three sides of an irregular square. The
fourth side must have been either a high wall, or
a range of low offices formerly, to complete the
-court and the defences, but every vestige of them
have long since been removed. The ditch, too,

which originally encircled the whole castle, has
~ been filled in, on two sides, though still remaining
on the two others, and greatly contributing to the
beauty of the place, as the water is living, and is
made to serve the purposes of a fish-pond. We
had carp from it, for breakfast, the daywfter our
arrival,

La Grange is constructed of hewn stone, of a
good greyish colour, and in parts of it there are
some respectable pretensions to architecture. I
think it probable that one of its fronts has been
rebuilt, the style being so much better than the
rest of the structure. There are five towers, all of
which are round, and have the plain, high, pyri- -
midal roof, 50 common in France. They are with-
out corpices, battlements of any sort, or, indeed,
any relief to the circular masonry. One, how-
ever, has a roof of a square form, though the exte-

et poirs of France. The duc d’'Uzés, I have always under-
stood was the oldeat.



176 FRANCE.

rior of the tower itself is, at least, in part, round.
All the roofs are of slate.

The approach to the castle is circuitous, until
quite near it, when the road enters a little thicket
of evergreens, crosses a bridge, and passes beneath
an arch to the court, which is paved. The bridge
is now permanent, though there was once a draw,
and the grooves of a port-cullis are still visible
beneath the arch. The shortest side of the square
is next the bridge, the building offering here but
little more than the two towers, and the room
above the gate-way. One of these towers forms
the end of this front of the castle, and the other is
of course, at an angle. Oa the exterior, they are
both buried in ivy, as well as the building which
connects them, -This ivy was planted by Charles
" Fox, who, in company with General Fitzpatrick
visited La Grange, after the peace of Amiens,
The windows, which are small and irregular on
this side, open beautifully through the thick
foliage, and as this is the part of the structure that
is occupied by the children of the family, their
blooming faces thrust through the leafy apertures
have a singularly pleasing effect. The other three
towers stand, one near the centre of the principal
corps de bdtiment, ene at the other angle, and the
third at the end of the wing opposite that of the
gate. The towers vary in size, and are all more or
less buried in the walls, though still so distinct as
greatly (o relieve the latter, and every where to
rise above them. On the open side of the court
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there is no ditch, but the ground, whieh is aito- '
gether park-like, and beautifully arranged, falls
away, dotted with trees and copses, towards a dis-
tant thicket.

.Besides the rez de chaussée, which is but little
above the ground, there are two good stories all
round the building, and even more in the towers.
The dining-room and offices are below, and there
is also a small oratory, or chapel, though I believe
none of the family live there. The enirance to
the principal apartments is opposite the gate, and
there is also here, an exterior door which commu-
nicates directly with the lawn, the ditch running
behind the other wing, and in front of the gate
only: The great stair-vase is quite good, being
spacious, easy of mscent, and of marble, with a
handsome iron railing. It was put there by the
mother of Madame La Fayette, I believe, and the
general told me, it was nearly the only thing of
value, that he found among the fixtures, on taking
possession. It bad escaped injury.

I should think the length of the house on the
side of the square which contains the stair-case,
might be ninety feet, including the tower at the
end, and ihe tower at the angle ; and perhaps the
side which contains the offices, may be even a little
longer ; though this will also include: the same
tower in the same angle, as well as the one at'the
opposite corner; while the side in which is the
gute-way can scarcely exceed sixty feet. If my
estimates, which are merely made by the eye, are
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correct, including the towers, this woold give an
outside wall of two hundred and fifty feet, in cir-
euit Like most French buildings, the depth is
comparatively much less, I question if the outer
drawing-room is more than eighteen feet wide,
though it is near thirty long. This room has win-
dows on the court and on the lawn, and is the first
apartment one enters after ascending the stairs. It
communicates with the inner drawing-room, which
is in the end tower of this side of the chdteay, is
quite round, of course, and may be twenty feet in
diameter.

The General’s apartments are on the second
floor, They consist of his bed-room, a large cabi-

net,and the library. The latter is in the tower at:

the angle, on the side of the stair-case. Itias circu-
lar, and from its windows overlooks the moat,
which is begutifully shaded by willows and other
frees. Itcontains a respectable collection of books,
besides divers curiosities.

The only bed-rooms I have oceupied are, one in
the tower, immediately beneath the library, and
the other in the side tower, or the only one which
does not stand at an angle, or at an end of the
building. I believe, however, that the entire edi-
fice, with the exception of the oratory, the offices,
the dining-room, which is a'large apartment on the
rez de chaussbe, the two drawing-rooms, two or
three cabinets, and the library, and perhaps a
. family-room or two, such as a achool-room, paint-
ing-room, &e., is subdivided into sleeping apart-
ments, with the necessary cabinets and dressing.
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rooms. Including the family, I have known
thirty people to be lodged in the house; besides
servants, and 1 should think it might even lodge
more. Indeed its hospitality seems to know no
limits, for every new comer appears to be just as
welcome as all the others, :

The cabinet of La Fayeite communicates with
the library, and I passed much of the time during
our visit, alone with him, in these two rooms. I
may #ay that this was the commencement of a
confidence with which he has since continued to
treat me, and of a more intimate knowledge of the
amisble features and simple integrity of his charac-
ter, that has greatly added to my respect. No one
can be pleasanter in private, and he is full of histo-
rical anecdotes, that he tells with great simplicity,
and frequently with great humotir. The cabinet
contains many portraits, and, among others, one of
Mad. de Stael, and one of his own [ather., The
former I am assured is exceedingly like; it is not
the resemblance of a very fascinating woman. In
the Iatter 1 find more resemblance to some of the
grand children than to the son, although there is
something about the shape of the head that is not
unlike that of La Fayette’s.

Gen. La Fayeite never knew his father, who was -
killed, when he was quite an infant, at the battle of
Minden. I believe the general was an only child,
for I have never heard him speak of any brother
or sister, nor-indeed of eny relative at all, as I can

_remember, on his own side, though he often alludes
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to the connexions he made by his marriage. 1
asked him how his father happened to be styled
the Comée de La Fayetts, and he to be called the
Murquis. He could not tell me: his grandfather
was the Marguis de La Fayette, his father the
Comte, and he again was termed the Maergquis.
“1 know very little about it,”’ said he, “beyond
this. I found myself a little Marguis, as I grew
to know any thing, and boys trouble themselves
very little about such maiters ; and then I soon got
tired of the name, after I went to America, [
cannot explain all the foolish distinctions of the
feudal times, but I very well remember that when
I was quite a boy, I had the honour to go through
the ceremony of appointing the curé of a very
considerable town in Juvergne, of which I was
the Seigneur. My conscience has been quite easy
about the nominatien, however, as my guardians
must answer for the sin, if there be any.”

I was at a small dinner given by the Comte de
Ségur, just before we went to La Grange, and at
which Gen, La Fayette and M. Alexander de La-
meth were also guests, The three had served io
America, all of them having been colonels while
little more than boys. In the course of the con-
versation, M. de Lameth jokingly observed that
the Americans paid the greater deference to Gen,
La Fayette because he was a Marquis, Foralong
time there had been but one Marquis in England,

_(Lord Rockingham) and the colonists appreciating
all other Marquises by this standard, had at once



~ FRANCE. 181 .

thought they would do no less than make the Mar-
guis de La Fayette a general. “As for myself,
though T was the senior colonel, and (as I under-
stood him to say) his superior in personal rank, I
passed for nobody, because I was only a chevalier.”?
This sally was laughed at, at the time, though there
is something very unsettled in the use of those ar-
bitrary persenal distinctions on which the French
formerly laid so much stress. I shall not attempt
to explain them. I contented myself by whisper-
ing to M., de Lameth, that we certainly knew very
little of such matters in America, but I questioned
if we were ever so ignorant as to suppose there
was only one Marguis in France. On the con-
trary, we are a little too apt to fancy every French-
man a Margquis.

There was formerly a. regular parish church at-
tached to the chdéeau, which is still standing. It
is very small, and is within a short distance of the
gate-way. The congregation was composed solely
of the inhabitants of the cfdleat, and the people
of the farm. The church contains epitaphs and
inscriptions in memory of three of the d’Aubus-
sons, whose hearls were buried here, viz, Leon,
Comte de la Feuvillade, s lisutenant-general; Gabriel,
Marquis de Montargis; and Paul d’Aubusson, a
knight of Malta; all of whom were killed young,
in battle.

The general has about three hundred and fifty
acres<in cultivation, and more than two in wood,
.pasture and meadow. 'The place is in very excel-

You IL 16
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lent condition, and seems to be well attended to.
I have galloped all over it, on a little filly belong-
ing to one of the young gentlemen, and  have found
beauty and utility aa nicely blended, as is ofien
be met with, even in Englend, the true country of
Jermes ornées, though the name is imported.

The third day of our visit, we all drove three or .

four leagues across the country, to see an old ruin
of a royal castle called Vivier. This name implies
a pond, and sure enough we found the remains of
the buildings in the midst of two or three pools of
water. This has been a considerable house, the
ruins being still quite extensive and rather preity.
It was originally the property of a great noble, but
the kings of France were in possession of it, as
early as the year 1300, Charles V. had a great
affection for Vivier, and very materially increased
its establishment. His son, Charles V1., who was
ai times deranged, waa often confined here, and it
was after his reign, and by means of the long wara
that ravaged France, that the place came to be
finally abandoned as a royal abode. Indeed it is
.not easy to see why a king should ever have chosen
this spot at all for his residence, unless it might
be for the purpose of hunting, for even now it is
in a retired, tame, and far from pleasaﬂt part of the
‘eountry.

There are the ruins of a fine chapel and of twe
towers of considerable interest, beside extensive
fragments of more vulgar buildings. One of these
towers, being very high and very slender, is a strie
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king object ; but, from its form and position, it was
one of those narrow wells that were attached to
lazger towers, and which contained nothing but the
stairs. 'They are commonly to be seen in the ruins
- of edifiees built in the thirteenth and fourteenth
centuries, in France; and, what is worthy of re-
mark, in several instances, notwithstanding their
slender forms, I have met with them standing, al-
though their principals have nearly disappeared.
I can only account for it, by supposing that their
use and delicacy of form have required more than
ordinary care in the construction,

The ruins of Vivier, belong to M. Parquin, a
distinguished lawyer of Paris. This gentleman
has 2 small country house near by, and General La
Fayette took us all to see him. We found him at
home, and met, quite as a matter of course, with
a polite reception. M. Parquin gave us much cu-
rious imformation about the ruin, and took us to
see some of the subterraneous passages that he has
caused to be opened.

It is thought that some of these artificial caverns
were prisons, and that others were intended merely
as places for depositing stores. The one we enter-
ed was of besutiful masonry, vaulted with the
nicest art, and seemed to communicate with the
ruins, although the outlet was in the open field
and some distance from the walls, It might have
been intended for the double purpose of a store-
house and an outlet; for it is rare to meet with a
palace, or a castle, that has not, more or less, of



184 FRANCE.

these private means of entrance and retreat. The
Tulieries is satd to abound with them, and I have
been shown .the- line of an under-ground passage,
between that palace and one of the public hotels,
~ which must be fully a quarter of a mile in length.

Du Laure gives an extract from a report of the
state of the eAdfeau of Vivier, made about the
year 1700, with a view to know whether its
condition were such 28 to entitle the place to
preserve certain of its privileges. In this docu-
ment, the castle is described as standing in the
centre of a marsh, surrounded by forest, and as
so remote from all civilization, as to be nearly for-
gotten. This, it will be remembered, is the ac-
count of a royal abode, that stands within thirty
miles of Paris !

In the very heart of the French capital, are the
remains of an extensive palace of one of the Ro-
man Emperors, and yet it may be questioned if
one in a thousand, of those who live within a mile
of the spot, have the least idea of the origin of the
buildings. I have inguired about it, in its imme-
diate neighbourhood, and ‘it was with considera-
ble difficulty, I could discover any one who even
knew that there was such a ruin at all, in the street.
The great number of similar objects, and the habit
of seeing them daily, has some such effect on one,
as the movement of a crowd in a public thorough-
fare, where images pass so incessantly before the
eye, as to leave no impression of their peculiari-
ties. Were a solitary bison to scamper through the
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rue St. Honoré, the worthy Parisianswould trans-
.mit an account of his exploits to their children’s
children, while the way-farer on. the prairies
takes little heed of the flight of a herd. As we
went to La Grange, we stopped at a tavern, oppo-
site to which was the iron gate of a small chidteau.
I asked the girl who was preparing our goufer, to
whom the house belonged. ¢ I am sorry I canuot
tell you, sir,”’ she answered; and then secing sus-
picion in my face, she promptly added— for do
you eee, sir, I have enly been here sz weeks.”
Figure to yourself an Americen girl, eet down op-
posite an iron gate, in the country, and how long
do you imagine she would be ignorant of the
owner’s name? If the blood of those picus inqui-
sitors, the puritans, were in her veins, she would
know more, not only of the gate, but of its owner;
his wife, his children, his means, his hopes, wishes,
intentions and thoughts, than he ever knew him-
self, or would be likely to know. Bat if this pro-
minent love of meddling, which in its very nature
must of necessity lead to what is worse than con-
‘tented ignorance, gossipping error, and a wrong
estimate of our fellow creatures, it has, af least,
the advantage of keeping a people from filling
msleep over their every day facts. There is no
. question that the vulgar and low bred propensity
of conjeeturing, meddling, combining, with their
unavoidable companion, inventing, gxists to a vice,
among a pertion ef our people; but, on the ether
hand, it ia extremely ineonvenient when one is
16*
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travelling, and wishes to koow the peints of the
compass, as has happened to myself, if he should |
ask a full grown woman whereabouts the sun rises
in that neighbourhood, he is repulsed with the
answer, that—*Monsieur ought to know that better
than a poor garden-woman like me !”’.

We returned to Paris, after a plessant visit of
three days at La Grange, during which we had
delightful weather, and altogether a most agreeable
‘time. The habits of the family are very regular
and simple, but the intercourse has the freedom
and. independence of a country-house. We were
all in the circular drawing-room, a little before ten,
breakfast being served between ten and eleven.
The table was French, the morning repest consist-
ing of light dishes of meat, compétes, fruits, and
sometimea sorpe au lait; one of the simplest and
best things for such a meal, that can he imagined,
As a compliment to us Americans, we had fish
fried and broiled, but I rather think this was an .
innovation. Wine, to drink with water, a5 2 matter
of course, was on the table.. The whole ended
with a cup of eqf¥ au lait. The morning then
pasged as each one saw fit. The young men went
shooting, the ladies drove out, or read, or had 2
- little music, while the general and myself were
gither walking about the farm, or were conversing
in the library. We dined st six, as at Paris, and
tea was made in the drawing-room about nige.

1 was glad to hear from General La Fayette, that
the reports of Americans making demanda on his
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purse, like so many other silly rumours that are
circulated, merely because some one has fancied
guch a thing might be so, are untrue. On the con-
" trary, he assures me that applications of this na-
ture are very seldom made, and most of those that
have been made have proved to come from Eng-
lishmen, who have thought they might swindle
him in this form. Ihave had 2t least a dozen such
applications myself, but I take it nothing is easier,
in general, than to distinguish between an Ameri-
can, and a native of Great Britain. It was agreed
between us, that in future, all applications of this
nature, should be sent to me for investigation.*

* Under. this arrangement, two or three years later, an
applicant was sent for examination, under very peculiar cir-
cumstances, The men represented himself to be a shop-
keeper of Baltimore, who had come to England with hia wife
and child, to purchase goods. He had been robbed of 2ll he
bad, according to his account of the metter, about a thousand
pounds in sovereigns, and was reduced to want, in 2 atrange

- country. Afier trying nll other means, in vain, he bethought
him of coming to Paris, to apply to General La Fayelte, for
muiccour. He had just moty enough to do this, having left
his wife i Liverpool. Heappeared withan English passport,
looked like an Englishman, and had even caught some of the
low English idioms, such as, “I am agreeable,” for * it is
agreesble to me,’* or, 41 agree to do s0,” &c. &ec. Thé
writer was exceedingly puzzled to decide as to this man's
nationality. ' Atlength, in describing his journey to Paris, he
@id, *they took my passport from me, when we got o the
lines.” This settled the matter, a8 no ona but an American
would call a frontier, the lines. He proved, in the end, to be
an Amwerican, and & great rogue.
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LETTER X.
To R. Coorrx, Esq., CoePERsTOWN.

W all went to bed, a night or two since, as
usual, and awoke to learn that there had been a
fight in the capital. One of the countless under-
plots had got so near the surface, that it threw up
smoke. It is said, that about fifty were killed and
wounded, chiefly on the part of the populace.

The insecurity of the Bourbons is little under-
stood in Amerieca. It is little understood even by
those Americans, who pass a few months in the
country, and in virtue of frequenting the cqfés,
and visiting the theatres, fancy they know the
people. Louis XVIIL was more than once on the
point of fiying, again, between the year 1815 and
his death; for since the removal of the allied troops,
there is really no forece fof a monarch to depend
on, more especially in and around the capital, the
army being quite as likely to take sides againat
them, as for them.

The government has determined on exhibiting
vigour, and there was a great show of troops the
. night succeeding the combat. Curious to see. the
effect of all this, two or three of us got into a car-
riage and drove through the streets, about nine
o’clock. We found some two or three thousand
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men on the boulevards, and the rue St. Dents, in
particular, which had been the scene of the late
disorder, was watched with jealous caution. In
all, there might have been four or five thousand
men underarms. They were merely in readiness,
leaving a free passage for carriages, though in some
of the narrow streets, we found the bayonets pretty
near our faces.

An American being supposed ex officio, as it
were, to be a well-wisher to the popular cause,
there is, perhaps, a slight disposition to look at
us with distrust. The opinion of our fravellers’
generally favouring liberty -is, in my judgment,
singularly erroneous, the feelings of a majority
being, on the whole, just the other way, for, at
least, the first year or two of their European ex-
perience; though, I think, it is to be noticed, by
the end of that time, that they begin to lose sight of
the personal interests which, at home, have made
them any thing but philosophers on such subjects,
and to see and appreciate the immense advantages
of freedom over exclusion, although the predomi-
nance of the former may not always favour their
own particular views. Such, at least, has been the
result of my own observations, and so far from con-
sidering a fresh arrival from home, as being likely to
be an accession to our little circle of liberal princi-
ples, I have generally deemed all such individuals
as being more likely to join the side of the aris-
tocrats, or the exclusionists in politics. This is not
the moment to enter into an examination of the
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causes that have led to so singular a contradie-
tion between opinions and facts, though I think the
circumstance is not to be denied, for it is now my
intention to give you an account of the manner in
which matters are managed here, rather than enter
into long investigations of the state of society at
home.

Not long after my arrival in France, a visit was
announced, from a person whe was entirely un-
koown to me, but who called himself a liétératenr.
The first interview passed off, as such interviews
usually do, and circumatances not requiring any re-
turn on my part, it was scon forgotten.. Within a
fortnight, however, 1 received visit the second,
when the conversation took a political turn, my
guest freely abusing the Bourbons, the aristocrats,
and the present state of things in France. 1 did
litde more than listen. When the way was thus
opened, [ was ssked if I admired Sir Walter Seott,
and particularly what I thought of Ivanhoe, or,
rather, if ¥ did not think it an indifferent book. A
little surprised at such a question, I told my Lttéra-
feur, that Ivanhoe appeared to me to be very une-
qual, the first half being incomparably the best, but
that, as a whole, I thought it stood quite at the head

“of the particular sort of romances to which it be-
longed. The Antiquary, and Guy Mannering, for
instance, were both much nearer perfection, and, on
the whole; I thought both better books; but Ivan-
hoe, especially its commencement, was a noble poem.
But did I not condemn the want of historical truth
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in its pictures? I did not consider Ivanhoe as in- .
tended to be history ; it was a work of the imagina-
tion, in which all the fidelity that was requisite, was
enough to be probable and natural, and that requisite
I thought it possessed in an eminent degree. It is true,
antiquarians accused the author of having committed
some anachronisms, by confounding the usages of dif-
ferent centuries, which was perhaps a greater fault,
in such a work, than to confound mere individual
characters ; but of this I did not pretend to judge, not
being the least of an antiquarian myseif, Did I not
think he had done gross injustice to the noble and
useful order of the Templars? On this point I could
say no more than on the preceding, having but a
very superficial knowledge of the Templars, though
I thought the probabilities seemed to be perfectly
~well respected. Nothing could seem to be more
true, than Scott’s pictures. My guest then went
into a long vindication of the Templars, stating that
Scott had done them gross injustice, and concluding
with an exaggerated compliment, in which it was
attempted to perbuade me that I was the man to vin-
dicate the truth, and to do justiee to a subject that
wae s0 peculiarly connected with liberal principles.
I disclaimed the sbility to undertake such a task, at
-all; confessed thet T did not wish to disturb the
images which Sir Walter Scott had left, had I the
- ability ; and declared I did not see the connection
between his accusation, admitting it to be true, and
liberal principles. My visitor soon after went away,
and I saw no more of him for a week, when he came
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again. On this oceasion, he commenced by relating
several piguant anecdotes of the Bourbons and
their friends, gradually and ingenicusly leading the
conversation, again, round to hia favourite Templars.
After pushing me, for half an hour, on this point,
always insisting on my being the man to vindicate
the order, and harping on its connection with liber-
ty, he took advantage of one of my often-repeated
protestations of ignorance of the whole matter, and-
denly to say—*“well, then, Monsieur, go and see for
yourself, and you will soon be satisfied that my ae-
couvnt of the order is true.”” % Go and see what???
“The Templars.”” < There are no longer any.”’
“ They exist still,”” % Where?” ¢ Here, in Paris.””
4 'This is new to me ; I do not understand it.”* “The
Templars exist; they possess documents to prove
bow much Scott has misrepresented them, znd—
but, you will remember that the actual government
haa 50 much jealousy, of every thing it does not con-
trol, that secrecy is necessary—and, to be frank with
you, M. , I am commissioned by the Grand
Master, to invite you to be present, at a secret meet-
ing, this very week.”

+ Of course, I immediately conjectured that some
of the political agitators of the day had assumed
this taking guise, in order to combine their means,
and carry out their plans.* The proposition was

* Bince the revolution of 1830, these Templars heve made
public, but abertive efforts, to bring theruselves into notice, by in-
stituting some ceremonies, in which they appeared openly in their
rabes, :
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_gotten rid of, by my stating, in terms that could not
be misunderstood, that I was a traveller, and did
noet wish to meddle with any thing that required se-

crecy, in a foreign government; that I certainly had

my own political notions, and if pushed, should not
hesitate to-avow them anywhere; that the proper
place for a writer to declare his sentiments, was in
his books, unless under eircumstances which autho-
rized him to act; that I did not conceive foreigners
were justifiable in going beyond this; that I never
had meddled with the affairs of foreign countries,
and that I never would; and that the fact of this
society’s being secret, was sufficient to deter me
from visiting it. With this answer, my guest de-
parted, and he never came again.

Now, the first impression was, as I have told you,
-and X supposed my visitor, although a man of fifty,
was one of those who innocently lent himself to
these silly exaggerations; either as a dupe, or to
dupe others, I saw reason, hawever, to change this
opinion, S

At the time these visits occurred, I scarcely knew

any one in Paris, and was living in absolute retire-
ment—being, as you know already, quite without
letters. Aboutl ten days after I saw the last of my
littérateur, 1 got & letter from a high functionary
of the government, sending me a set of valuable
medals. The following day, these were succeeded
by his card, and an invitation to dinner. Soon after,
another person, notoriously connpected with court
inirigues, sought me out, and overwhelmed me with
Vor II. 17 ’ ,
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civiliGer, In a converstion that shorily after oc-
eurred between us, this person gave a pretty direet
intimation, that by pushing a little, a certain decors-
tion that is usually conferred on literary men, was
to be had, if it were desired. I got rid of all these
things, in the straight-forward manner, that is the
best for upsetting intrigues; and having really
nothing to conceal, I was shortly permitted to take
my own course.
1 have now little doubt that the I:ttémtcur Wiy

& spy, sent, either to sound me on some point con-
nected with La Fayette and the republicans, or pos
#ibly to lead me into some difficulty, though ¥ admit
that this is no more than conjecture. I give you the
facts, which, at the time, sttuck me as, at least, odd,
and you mey draw your own conclusions. This,
however, is but one of a dozen adventures, more or
lesa similar, that have occurred, and I think it well
to mention it, by way of giving you an insight into
what sometimes happens here.* '

~ My rule has been, whenever I am pushed on the
subject of politics, to deal honestly and sincerely
with all with whom ¥ am brought in contact, and in
no manner to leave the impression, that I think the
popular form of government an unavoidable evil, to
which America is obliged to submit. I do. not shut
my oyea to the defeats of our own sylhem,,or o the

'Acmvma&on,whiehtookpm 2ffer- the revslution ur
1880, with- one of the perties mapied, lowves Lictls dowde! s te
the truth-of the originel conjestuze,
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bad uvensequences that flow from it, and from it
alone; but, the more I see of other countries, the
more I am persuaded, that, under circumstances
which admit but of a choice of evils, we are greatly
the gainers by having adopted it Although I do
not believe every other nation is precisely fitted to
~ imitate us, I think it is their misfortune they are
not so. If the inhabitants of other countries do
not like to hear such opinions, they should avoid
the subject with Americans

It is very much the custom here, whenever the
example of Ameriox is quoted in favour of the prae-
ticability of republican institutions, to attribute qur
success to the fact of society’s being so simple, and
the people so virtuous. I presume I speak within
bounds, when J say that I have beard the latter
argument urged a hundred times, during the last
cighteen months, One lady, in particular, who is
exceedingly clever, but who has a dread of all re-
publics, on account of having lost a near {riend du-~
ring the reign of terror, was especially in the prae-
tice of resorting to this argument, whenever, in qur
frequent playful discussians of the subject, I have
succeeded in disturbing her inferences, by citing
American facts, ¢ Muis, Monsieur, PAmérigue
est 3¢ jeunes, ef vous avezr les verfues que nous
manguons,’’ 8c., &c,, has always been thought a
sufficient answer. Now, I happen to be one of those:
who do not eutertain such extravagant potions of
the exclusive and peculiar virtues of our own coun-
try. Nor, have I been s0 much atruck with the
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- profound respect of the Europeans, in general; for
those very qualitiea that, nevertheless, are always
quoted as the reason of the success of what is called
the % American experiment.”” Quite the contrary :
I have found myself called on, more than once, to
repel- accusations against our morality of a very
serious nature j accusations that we do nof deserve;
and my impression certainly is, that the Americen
people, so far as they are at all the subjects of ob-
servation, enjoy any thing but a good name, in
Europe. Struck by this- flagrant. contradiction, I
determined to practice on my female friend, n little;
a plan that was successfully carried out, as follows.

Avoiding all allusion to politics, so as to throw
her completely off her guard, I took care to intro-
duce such subjects, as should provoke comperisons
on other points, between France and America; or
rather, between the latter and Europe generally.
Asour discussions had a tinge of philosophy, neither
being very bigoted, and both preserving perfect
‘good humour, the plot suceeeded admirably. After
a little time, I took occasion to fortify one of my ar-
guments by a slight allusion to the peculiar virtues
of the American people, She was too well-bred to
controvert this sort of reasoning at firsi, until, push-
ing the point, little by little, she was so far provoked
as to exclaim, “ you lay great stresson the exclusive
virtues of your countrymen, Monsieur, but I have
yet to learn that they are so much better than the

‘rest of the world!” I beg a thousand pardons,”
Madame, if I have been led into an indiscretion on’
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this delieste subject ; but you must ascribe my error
to yeur own eloguence, which, eontrary to my pre--
vigus convictions, bad persuaded me into the belief
that we have some peculiar unction of this nature,
thet is unkeown in Europe. I new begin to see the-
mistake, and to understand gue nous aufres vimé-
ricains, are to be eonsidered virduous, only where
there is question of the practicability of maintaining,
a republican form of government, and, as great
rogues on all other occasions,” Madame de ——
was. wise enough, and good tempered enough, to .
laugh at the artifice, and the allusion to ¥ nowus auires
vertueuxz,’” has got to be a mef d’ordre withus, The
truth is, that the .question of politics is exclusively
one of personal advantages, with a vast majority of
‘the people of Europe; one set selfishly struggling
to maintain their present superiority, while the other
ig as selfishly, and in some respeets as blindly, striv-
ing to overturn all that is established, in order to be
benefited by the scramble that will follow; and re-
ligion, justice, philosophy,and practical good, are al-
most equally remote from the motives of both parties.
From reflecting on such subjects, I have been led
into 2 consideration of the influence of political in-
_stitutions on the more ordinary relations of society.
If the conclusions are generally in favour of popular
rights, and what is called freedom, there can be little
question that there are sne or two weak spots, on
our side of the question, that it were better did they |
not exist. Let ug, for the humour of the thing, look
a little into these points,
1™
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[tis a common remark of all foreigners, that there
is lesa social freedom in America than in most other
countries of Christendom. By social freedom, I do
Dot mean s relates to the mere forms of society, for
in these we are loone rather than rigid ; but that one
18 less & master of his own acts, his own mode of
living, his own time, being more rigidly amenable
to public opinion, on ail these points, than else-
where. The fact, I believe, out of all question, is
true; at least it appears to be true, so far as my koow-
ledge of our own, and of other countries extends.-

" Admitting then the fact to be so, it is worth while
to throw away a moment in inquiring into the con-
sequent good and evil of such a state of things, as
well asin looking for the causes. It is always a
great assistant in our study of others, to have some
tolerable motions of ourselves,

The control of public opinion has, beyond ques-
tion, a salutary influenee on the moral exferior of a
country. The great indifference which the Frenchy
and indeed the higher classes of most European
countries, manifest to the manner of living of the
members of their different circles; so long as certain
appearances are respected, may do no affirmative
-good to society, though at the same time it does less
positive harm than you may be disposed to imagine.
But this i8 not the point to which I now allude,
Europeans maintain that, in things, innocent in
themselves, but which are closely conneeted with
the independence of action and tastes of men, the
American is less his own master than the inhabitant
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of this part of the world; and this is the fact I, for
one, feel it necessary tp concede to them. There
can be no doubt that society meddies much more
with the private affairs of individuals, and affairs teo,
over which it properly has no control, in America
than in Europe. I will illusirate what 1 mean, by'
an example.

About twenty years since there lived in one of
our shire-towns a family, which, in its different
branches, had numerous female descendants, then all
children. A member of this family, one day, went
10 a respectable clergyman, his friend, 2od told him
that he and his connections had so ‘many female
children, whom it was time to think of educating,
that they had hit upon the plan of engaging some
suitable instructress, with the intention of educating
their girls all together, both for economy’s sake
and for convenience, as well as that such nesr con-
nections might be broughtup in a way to strengthen
the family tie. The clergyman warmly remon-
strated against the scheme, assuring his friend,
that the community would not bear it, and that
it would infallibly make enemies! This was the .
feeling of a very sensihle man, and.of an experi-
enced divine, and I was myself the person making
the application, This is religiously true, and I have
often thought of the circumstance since, equally with
astonishment and horror.,

There are doubtless many parts of America, even,
where such an interference with the private arrange-
ment of a family would not be dreamt of ; but there
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is & large portion of the country in which the feel-
ing described, by my clerical friend, does prevail.
Most observers would refer all this to demoeracy,
bat 1 do not. The interference would not proeeed
from the humblest classes of socioty at #ll, but from
those nearer one’s own level. It would proceed from
a determination te bring all within the jurisdiction
of a common opinion, or to be revenged on delin-
quents, by envy, hatred, and all uncharitableness.
There ia no dispositior in America, to let one live
aa he or she may happen to please to live; the
public choosing, though always in its proper circle,
to interfere, and say kow you must live. It is folly:
to call this by terms a8 gounding aa republicanism or
democracy, which inculcate the doctrine of as much
personal freedom as at all comports with the public
good. He is, indeed, a most sneaking democrat, who-
finds it necessary to consult a neighbourhood before
he can indulge his innocent habita and tastes. It is
sheer meddling, and no casuistry can fitly give it
any other name,

A portion of this troublesome quality is owing,.
beyond question, to our provincial habits, which are
always the most exacting ; but I think a large por-
tion, perhaps I ought to say the largest, is inherited
from those pious but exaggerated religionists who
first peopled the country. These sectaries extended
the discipline of the chureh to all the coneerna of
life. Nothing was tooc minute to escape their cog-
nizance, and a parish sat in judgment on the affairs
of all who belooged to it. One may easily live s0

.
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long in the condition of society that such an origin
has entailed on us, as to.be quite unconscious of its
peculiarities, but I think they can hardly eseape one
who has lived much beyond its influence,

Here, perhaps, the fault is to be found in the op-
posite extreme, though there are so many virtues
consequent on independence of thought and inde-
pendence of habits, that I am not sure the good does
not equal the evil.  There is no cauting, and very
little hypocrisy, in mere matters of habits,in Franee;
and this, at once, is abridging two of our own most
besetting vices. Still the French can hardly be
called a very original people. Convention ties them
down mercilessly ina great many things. They
are leds under the influence of mere fashion, in their
intercourse, it is true, than some of their neighbours,
reason and taste exercising more inflience over such
inatters, in France, than almost any where else ; bat
they are mannerists in the fine arts, in their litera-
ture, and in all their feelings, if one can use siich an
expressior. The gross exaggerations of the romantic
school that is, just now, attracting so much atten-
tion, are merely an effort to liberate themselves.
But, afier allowing for the extreme ignorance of the
substratum of society, which, in Franee, although it
forms 8o large a portion of the whole, should no
more be taken into the account in speaking of the
national qualities, than the slaves of Carolina should
be included in an estimate of the character of the
Carolinians, there is, notwithstanding this manner-
ism, a personal independence here, that certainly
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does not exist with us. The Americen goes and
comes when he pleases, 2nd no one asks for a pess-
port ; he has his political rights ; talks of his liber-
ty ; swaggers of his advantages, and yet does less
as he pleases, even in innocent things, than the
Frenchman. His neighbours form a police, and a
mest troublesome and impertinent one it sometimes
proves to be, It is also unjust, for haviog no legal
means of arriving at facts, it half the time condemns
on conjecture,

The truth is, our institutions are the result of
facts and accidents, and, being necessarily an imi-
tative people, there are often gross inconsistencies
between our professions and our practice ; wheress
the French have had to struggle through their ap-
prenticeship in political rights, by the foree of dis-
cussions and appeals to reason, and theory is still
too important to be entirely overleoked. Perhaps
no people understand the #rue private characters of
their public men so little as the Americans, or any
people so well as the Freneh. I have never known
a distinguished American, in whom it did not ap-
pear to me that his popular character was a false’
one; or a distinguished Frenchmsn whom the publie
did not appear to estimate very nearly as he de-
served to be, Even Napoleon, necessary as he is
to the national pride, and dazzling as is all military
renown, seems to me to be much more justly appre-
ciated at Paris, than any where elsg. The practics
of meddling can lead to no other result. They who
wish to stand particularly fair before the public, re-
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sort to deception, and I have heard a mag of consi-
darsble notoriety in America confess that he was
so much afraid of pepular comments, that he always
seted as if an enemy were looking over his shoulder.
With vs, no one seruples to believe that he knows
all about a public man, even to the nicest treits of
his character; all talk of him, as none ahould talk
but those who are in his intimacy, and, what be-
tween hypacrisy on his part—an hypoerisy to
which he s in some measure driven by the officicus
interference with his most private interests —and
exaggerations and inventions, that ingenious tyrant,
public opinion, tomes a8 near the truth as a fortune
teller who is venturing his prediction in behalf of a
stranger.*

T In France the right of the citizen to discuss all
pkﬁ]‘:c matters is not only sllowed but felt, In

*§ can give no better illustration of the state of dependence to
which men wre reduced in America, by this spirit of meddling,
than by the follewing anecdote. A friend was sbout to build a
new town house, ard letting me know the situstion, he asked my
advice s» to the mode of construction. The inconveniences of an
ordinary Awmericon towm house were pointed out to him,—its un-
fitniess for the general state of society, the elimate, the other do.”
nwetic arrsugsments, and its vgliness.  All were sdmitied, and
the plan proposed in place of the old style of building vas liked,
but atill my friend hesitated nbout adopting it. « It will be a gen-
teeler snd a hetter looking homse than the other” ¢ Agreed.”
«Hwilt be reslly more conveniout” «I think so, too” “R
will bo. cheaper.” “ Of thit there is #o question,”™ #Then why
mat adgpt it?’  “To.own the truth, | dere nes Suild differenily,
Jrom my ncighboure /"
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America it is not f2l, though it is allowed. A ho-
mage must be paid to the public, by assuming the
disguise of acting as a public agent, in America;
. wheress, in France, individuals address their coun-
trymen, daily, under their own signatures. The
impersonality of we, and the character of public
journalists, is almoSt indispensable, with us, to im-
phnity, although the mask can deceive no one, the
journalists motoriously making their prints subser-
vient to their private passions and private interests,
and being fmpersonal only in the use of the impe-
riel proooun. The representative, too, in America,
ia privileged to teach, in virtue of his collective cha-
racter, by the very men who hold the extreme and
untenable doctrine of instruction! It is the fashion
to say in America, thas the people will rule; it
would be nearer the truth, however, to say, the peo-

ple will seem to rule.
I think thgt these distinctions are facts, zand they

 certainly lead to odd reflections. We gre 80 pecu-

liarly situated as a nation, that one is not to venture
on conclusions too hastily, | A great deal is to be
imputed to our provincial habits ; much to the eir-
cumstance of the disproportion between surface and
population, which, by scattering the well-bred and
intelligent, a class at all times relatively small,
serves greatly to lessen their influenee in imparting
a tone to society ; something to the inquisitorial
habits of cur pious forefathers, who appear to have .
thought that the charities were nought, and, in the
very teeth of revelation, that Héaven was to be.
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stormed by impertinences ; while a good deal is to
be conceded to the nature of a popular government
whose essential spirit is to create a predominant
opinion, before which, right or wrong, all must bow
until its cycle shall be completed. Thus it is, that
we are always, more or less, under one of two false
influences, the blow or its rebound ; action that is
seldom quite right, or reaction that is always wrong ;
sinning heedlessly, or repenting to fanaticism. The
surest process in the world, of “riding on to for-
tune’” in America, is to get seated astride a lively
“reaction,” which is rather more likely to carry
with it a unanimous sentiment, than even the error
to which it owes its birth.
As much of this weakness as is inseparable from
humanity exists here, but it exists under so many
- modifying circumstances, as, in this particular, to
render France as unlike America as well may be.
Liberty is not always pure philosophy nor strict
justice, and yet, as a whole, it is favourable to both.
These are the spots on the political sun. To the
eye which seeks only the radiance and warmth of
the orb, they are lost, but he who studies it, with
calmness and impartiality, sees them, too plainly, to
be in any doubt of their existence.

Vor. . 18
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~ LETTER XI.
To James E. De Kav, M. D.

AvTEOUGE We have not been without our meta-
‘physical hallucinations in America, I do oot re-
member to have heard that “animal magpetiam’®
wad ever in vogue among us. A people who are
not very quick to feel the poetry of sentiment, may
well be supposed exempt from the delusions of a
doctrine which comprehends the very poetry of
physice. Still, as the subject is not without inter-
est, and as chance has put me in the way of per-
sonally inguiring into this faneiful system, I intend,
in this letter, to give you an account of what I
have both heard and seen.

I shall premise by saying that I rank “animal
magnetism’> among the “arts” rather than among
the “sciences.” Of its theory [ have no very clear
notion, nor do I believe that T am at all peculiar in
my ignorance; but until we can say what is that other
“ magnetism’’ to which the world is indisputably
so much indebted for its knowledge and comforts,
1 do not know that we are to repudiate this, merely
hecause we do not understand it. Magnetism is
an unseen and inexplicable influence, and that is
“ metallic”” while this is “animal ;** votld touf.
On the whole, it may be fairly mooted which most
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conirols the world, the animal or the metallic in-
fluence.

To deal gravely with a subject that at least, baf-
fles our comprehension, there are certainly very
extraordinary things related of animal magnetism,
and apparently on pretiy good testimony. Take,
for instance, a single fact. M. Jules Clogquet is
one of the cleverest practitioners of Paris, and is
in extensive business. This gentleman publicly
makes the following statement. I write it from
memory, but have heard it and read it so often, that
I do not think my account will contain any essen-
tial error,

A woman, who was subject to the magnetic in-
fluence, or who was what is commonly called a
somnambule, had a cancer in the breast M,
, one of the principal magnetisers of Paris,
and from whom, among others, I have had an ae-
count of the whole affair, was engaged to magnetise
this woman, while M, Cloquet operated on the dis-
emed part. The patient was put asleep, or rather
into the magnetic trance, for it can scarcely be called
sleap, and the cancer was extracted, without the wo-
man’s manifesting the least terror, or the slight-
est sense of pain! To the truth of the substance
of this account, M, Cloquet, who does not pretend
to explain the reason, nor profess to belong, in any
way, to the school, simply testifics. He says that
he had such a patient, and that she was operailed
on, virtually, as I have told you. Such a state-
ment, coming from so high a source, induced the
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Academy, which is certainly not altogether com-
posed of magnetisers, but many of whose members
are quite animal enough to comprehend the matter,
to refer the subject to a special committee, which
* committee, I believe, was comprised of very clever
men. The substance of their report was pretty
much what might have been anticipated. They
said that the subject was inexplicable, and that
“animal magnetism” could not be brought within
the limits of any known laws of nature. They
might have said the same thing of the comets ! In
both cases we have facts, with a few established
consequences, hut are totally without elementary
causes,

Animal magnetism is clearly one of three things:
it is what it pretends to be, an unexplained and as
yet mcomprehenmble physical mﬂuence, it is de-
lugion; or it is absolute fraud.

A young courtryman of ours, having made the
acquaintance of M. C , professionally, and
being full of the subject, I have go far listened to
his entreaties as to inquire personally into the facts,
a step I might not have otherwise been induced to:
take, :

I shall now proceed to the history of my own
experience in this inexplicable mystery, We
found M. ¢ buried in the heart of Paris, in
one of those vast old hotels, which give to this
town the air of generations of houses, commencing
with the quaint and noble of the sixteenth century,
and ending with the more fashionable pavilion of
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our own times. His cabinet loocked upon a small-
garden, a pleasant transition from the animal with-
in to the vegetable without. But one meets with
gardens, with their verdure and shrubbery and
trees, in the most unexpected manper, in this
crowded town,

M. C received us politely, and we found
with him one of his somnambules, but as she had
Jjust come out of a trance, we were told she could
not be put asleep again that morning., Our first
vigit therefore went no farther than some discourse
on the subject of “ animal magnetism,”” and a little
practical by-play, that shall be related in its place.

M. C did not attempt ascending to first
principles, in his explanations, Animal magnetism
was animal magpetism—it was a fact, and net a
theory. Its effects were not to be doubted ; they
depended on testimony of sufficient validity to dis-
pose of any mere question of authenticity, All
that he attempted was hypothesig, which he invited
us to controvert. He might as well have desired
me to demonstrate that the sun is not a carbuncle.
On the modus aperands, and the powers of his art,
the doctor was more explicit. There were a great
_ many gradations in quality in his somnambules,

some being better and some worse; and there was

also a good deal of difference in the infensity of

* the magnetisers. It appears to be settled that the

best somnambules are females, and the best mag-

netisers males, though the law is not ahsolute. I

was flattered with being, by nature, a first-rate mag-
18*
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netiser, and the doctor had not the smallest doubt
of his ability to put me to sleep; an ability, so far
as his theory went, I thought it was likely enough
he might possess, though I greatly questioned his
physical means,

Y suppose it is primd facie evidence of credu-
lity, to take the trouble to inquire into the subject
at all; at any rate, it was quite evident I was set
down as a good subject, from the moment of my
appearance. Even the somnambule testified to
this, though she would not then consent to be put
inte a trance in order te give her opinion its mys-
tical sanction. :

The powers of a really good somnambule are
certainly of a very respectable class, If a lock of
hair be cut from the head of an'invalid, and sent a
hundred leagues from the provinces, such a som-
nambule, properly magnetised, becomes gifted
with the faculty to discover the seat of the disease,
however latent; and, by practice, she may even
preseribe the remedy, though this is usually done
by a physician, like M, C , Who is regularly
graduated. The somnambule is, properly, only
versed in pathology, any other skill she may dis-
cover being either a consequence of this knowledge,
or the effects of observation and experience. The
powers of a somnambule extend equally to the
morale as well a8 to the physigue. In thia respect
a phrenologist is a pure quack in comparison with
a lady in a trance. The latter has no dependence
on bumps and organs, but she locks right through
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you, at a glance, and pronounces ex cathedrd
whether you are a rogue, or an honest man ; a well
disposed, or an evil disposed child of Adam. In
this particular, it is an invaluable science, and it is
a thousand pities all young women were not mag-
netised before -they pronounce the fatal vows, as
not a few of them would probably wake up, and
cheat the parson of his fee. Our sex is difficult to
be put asleep, and are so obstinate, that I doubt if
they would be satisfied with a shadowy glimpse of
the temper and dispositions of their mistresses.
You may possibly think I am trifling with you,
and that I invent as I write. On the contrary, I
have not related one half of the miraculous powers
which being magnetised imparts to the thoroughly
good somnambule, as they were related to me by
M..C , and vouched for by four or five of his
patients who were present, as well as by my own
companion, a firm believer in the doctrine. M.
C added that somnambules improve by prac-
tice, as well as magnetisers, and that he has such
command over one of his somnambules that he can
put her to sleep, by a.simple effort of the will, al-
though she may be in her own apartment, in an
adjoining street. He related the story of M. Clo-
quet and the cancer, with great unction, and asked
me, what I thought of that? Upon my word, I did
not very well know what I did think of it, unless
it was to think it very queer. It appeared to me
to be altogether extraordinary, especially as I knew
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M. Cloquet to be a man of talents, and believe him
to be honest.
. By this time I was nearly magnetised with
second-hand facts; and I became a little urgent for
one or two that were visible to my own senses, I
was promised more testimony, and a sight of the
process of magnetising some water that a patient
was to drink. Thia patient was present ; the very
type of credulity. He listened to every thing that
fell from M. C—— with a gusfo and a faith that
might have worked miracles truly, had it been of
the right sort, now and then turning his good-
humoured marvel-eating eyes on me, a8 much as to
8ay, “what do you think of that, nowi”’ My com-
panion told me, in English, he was a man of goed
estate, and of proved philanthropy, who had no
more doubt of the efficacy of animal magnetism
than I had of my being in the room. He had
brought with him iwo bottles of water, and these
M.C mugnelised, by pointing his fingers at
their orifices, rubbing their sides, and ringing his
hands about them, as if washing them, in order to
disengage the subtle fluid that was to impart to
them their healing properties, for the patient drank
no other water. :
Presently a young man came in, of a good coun-
tenance, and certainly of a very respectable exte-
rior. As the somnamébule had left us, and this per-
son could not consult her, which was his avowed
intention in coming, M. C proposed to let me
see his own power a3 a magnetiser, in 2n experi-
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ment on this patient. The young man consenting,

the parties were soon prepared. M. C began

by telling me, that he would, by a transfusion of
his will, into the body of the patient, compel him

to sit still, although his own desire should be to-
rise. In order to achieve this, he placed himself
before the young man, and threw off the fluid from

his fingers’ ends, which he kept in a cluster, by

constant forward gestures of the arms. Sometimes

he held the fingers pointed at some particular part

of the body, the heart in preference, though the

brain would have been more poeticzl.. The young

man certainly did oot rise; neither did I, nor any

one else in the room. As this egperiment appeared

so satisfactory to every body else, I was almost.
agshamed to distrust it, easy as it reslly seemed to

sit still, with a man ﬂounshmg his fingers before

one’s eyes.

I proposed that the doetor should see if he could
pin me down, in this invisible fashion, but this he
_ frankly admitted he did not think he could do so
"spon, though he foresaw I would become a firm
believer in the existence of animal magnetism, ere

long, and a publis supporter of its wonders. In
time, he did not doubt his power to work the same
miracle on me. He then varied the experiment, by
making the young man raise his arm conirary to
his wishes. The same process was repeated, all
the fluid being directed at the arm, which, after &
severe trial, was slowly raised, until it pointed for-
ward like a finger-board. After this, he was made
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to stand up, in apite of himself. This was the
hardest affair of all, the doctor throwing off the
fluid in handsful; the magnetized refusing for some
time to budge an inch. At length he suddenly
stood up, and seemed to draw his breath like one
who finally yields after a strong trial of his physl-
cal force.

Nothing, certainly, is easier than for a young
man to sit still and to stand up, pretending that he
strives internally to resist the desire to do either.
8till if you ask me,if I think this was simple col-
lusion, I hardly know what to anawer. It is the
easiest solution, and yet it did not strike me as
being the true one. I never saw lesa of the sppear-
ance of deception than in the air of this young man ;
his face, deportment, and acts being those of a per-
son in sober earnest. He made no professions, was
extremely modest, and really seemed anxious not
to have the experiments tried. To my question,
if he resisted the will of M. C——, he answered,
a3 much as he could, and said, that when he rose, -
he did it because he could not help himself. I
confess myself disposed to believe in his sincerity

_and good faith.

I had somewhat of a reputation, when 2 boy, of
effecting my objects, by pure dint of teasing.
Mony is the shilling I have abstracted, in this way,
from my mother’s purse, who, constantly affirm-
ed, that it was sore against her will. Now, it
seems to me, that M. C , may, very easily,
have acquired so much command over a credulous
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youth, as to cause him to do things of this nature,
as he many fancy, against his own will. Signs
are the substitutes of words, which of themselves
are purely conventional, and, in his case, the flou-
rishing of the fingers are merely so many conti-
nued solicitations to get up. When the confirma-
tion of a theory that is already received, and which
ia doubly attractive by its mysticiams, depeads, in
some measure, on the result, the experiment be-
comes still less likely to fail. It is stripping me
of all pretensions to be a physiognomist, to believe
that this young man was not honest; and I prefer
getting over the difficulty in this way. As to the
operator himself, he might, or might not be the
dupe of his own powers. If the former, I think it
would, on the whole, render him the more likely
to succeed with his subject.

After s visit or two, I was considered suffi-
ciently advanced to be scientifically examined.
One of the very best of the somnambules was em-
ployed on the oceasion, and every thing being in
readiness, she was put to sleep, There was a faith-
shaking brevity in this process, which, to say the
least, if not fraudulent, was illjudged. The doe-
tor merely pointed his fingers at her once or twice,

.looking her intently in the eye, and the woman
gaped ; this success was followed up hy a flourish
or two of the hand, and the woman slept ; or waa
magnetised. Now this was hardly sufficient even
for my theory of the influence of the imagination,
One could have wished the somnambule had not
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been so’drowsy. But there she was, with her eyes
shut, giving an occasional, hearty gape and the
doctor declared her perfectly fit for service. She
. retained her seat, however, moved her body,
laughed, talked, and, in all other respects, seemed
to be precisely the woman she was before he
pointed his fingers at her. At first, I felt a dispo-
sition to manifest that more parade was indispen-
sable to humbugging me {(who am not the Pope,
you will remember,} but reflection said, the wisest
way was to affect a little faith, as the surest means
of securing more experiments. Moreover, I am
not certain, on the whole, that the simplicity of the
operation is not in favour of the sincerity of the
parties, for, were deception deliberately planned,
it would be apt to call in the aid of more mum.
mery, and this, particularly, in 2 case in which
there was probably a stronger desire than usual to
make a convert, : .

I gave the somnambule my hand, and the
examination was .commenced, forthwith. I was
first physically inspected, and the report waa
highly favourable to the condition of the animal,
I had the satisfaction of hearing from this high
authority, that the whole machinery of the mere
material man was in perfect order, every thing
working well and in its proper place. This was a
little contrary to my own experience, it is true,
but as F had no means of seeing the interior clock-
work -of my own frame, like the somnambule,
had I ventured to raise a doubt, it wouid have
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been overturned by the evidence of one who had
ecular proofs of what ahe said, and should, beyond
question, have incurred the ridicule of being
secounted a malade imaginaive. '
Modesty must prevent my recording all that
this obliging semnambule testified to, on the sub-
ject of my mmorale. Her account of the matter was
highly satisfactory, and I must have been made of
stone, oot to credit her and her mysticisms. M.
C looked at me, again and again, with an air of
triumph, as much as to say, “ what do you think of
all that now ; are you not reelly the noble, honest,
virtuous, disinterested, brave creature, she has
deseribed you to be?” I can assure you, it
required no little self-denial to abstain from be-
coming a convert to the whole system. As it is
very unusual to find a man with a good head, who
has not a secret inclination to believe in phreno-
logy, so does he, who is thua purified by the scru-
tiny of animal magnetism, feel disposed to credit
its mysterious influence. Certainly, I might have
gaped, in my turn, and commenced the moral and
physical dissection of the somnambule, whose
hand I held, and no one could have given me the
lie, for nothing is easier than to speak ex cathedrd,
when one has a monopoly of knowledge.
“Encouraged by this flattering account of my own
condition, I begged hard for some more indisputable
evidence of the truth of the theory. T carried a stop-
watch, and as T bad taken an opportumty to push
the stop on entermg the room, I'was partlcularly de-
Vor. IL 19
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sirous that the somnambule should tell me the timeo
indicated by its hands, a common test of their powers
I had been told ; but to this M. C objected, re~
ferring every thing of this tangible nature to future
occasions. In fine, I could get nothing during three
or four visits, but pretty positive assertions, expres-
sions of wonder that I should affect to doubt what
had been so often and so triumphantly proved to
others, accounts physical and moral, like the one of
whieh I had heen the subject myself, and which did
not admit of either confirmation or refutation, and
often repcated declarations, that the time was net
"distant when, in my own unworthy person, I was to
become one of the mest powerful magoetisers of the
age. All this did very well to amuse, but very little
towards convincing; and I was finally promised, that
at my next visit, the somnambule would be pre-
pared to show her powers, in a way that would not
admit of cavil.

1 went to the appointed meeting with a good deal
of curiosity to learn the issue, and a resolution not to
be easily duped. When I presented myself, (I be-
lieve it was the fourth visit,) M. € gave me a
sealed paper, that was not to be opened for several
weeks, and which, he said, contained the prediction
of an event that was to oceur to myself, between the
present time and the day set for the opening of the
letter, and which the sommnambule had been enabied
to foresee, in consequence of the interest she took
in me and mine. With this sealed revelation, then,
I was obliged to depart, to await the allotted hour.
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M.C had promised to be present at the
opening of the seal, but he did not appear. I dealt
fairly by him, and the cover was first formally re-
moved, bn the evening of the day endorsed on its
back, as the one when it would be permitted. The
somnambule had foretold that, in the intervening
time, one of my children would be seriously ill, that
I should magnetise it, and that the child would re-
cover. Nothing of the sort had occurred. No one
of the family had been ill, I had not attempted to.
magnetise any one, or even dreamed of it, and of
eourse, the whole prediction was a complete failure.

To'do M. C justice, when he heard the re-
sult, he manifested surprise rather than any less con-
fident feeling. I was closely questioned, first, as to
whether neither of the family had not been ill, and
secondly, whether I had not felt a secret desire to
magnetise any one of them. To all these interro~
gatories, truth compelled me to give unquahﬁed ne-
gatives. I had hardly thought of the subject during
the whole time. As this interview took place ai my
own house, politeness compelled me to pass the
matter off es lightly as possible. There happened
to be several ladies present, however, the evening
M. C .—— called, and, thinking the occasion a good
one for him to try his powers on some oune besides
his regular somnambules, I invited him to mague-
tise any one of the party who might be disposed to.
submit to the process, To this he made no difficulty,
choosing an English female friend as the subject of
the experiment, The lady in question raised no
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objection, and the doetor commenced with great peal,
and with every appearanee of faith in his own
powers. No effect, however, wad produced on this
lady, or on one or two more of the party, oll of
whom obstinately refused even to gape. M. C ]
gave the matter up, and soon after took his lezve,
and thus closed my personal connection with animal
magnetism.

If you ask me for the conelusions I have drawn
from these facts, I shall be obliged to tell you, that
I am in doubt how far the parties concerned decetved
others, and how far they deceived themselves. It
is difficelt to discredit entirely 21l the testimony that
has been adduced in behalf of this power ; and one
is consequently obliged to refer all the established
facts to the influence of the imagination. Then tes-
timony itself is but a precarious thing, different eyes
seeing the same objects in very different lights.

Let us take ventriloquism as a parallel case to that
of animal magnetism. Ventriloquism is neither more
nor less than imitation ; and yet,sided by the ima-
gination, perkaps 2 majority of those who know any
thing about it, are inclined to believe there is reslly
such a faculty as that which is vulgarly attributed to
ventriloquism, The whole art of the ventriloguiet
consisis in making such sounds as would be produeed
by a person, or thing, that shouid be actually in the
circumstances that he wishes to represent. Let there
be, for instance, five or six sitting arcund a table, in
a room with a single door; a ventriloquist among
them, wishes to mislead his companions, by making
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them believe that another is applying for admission.
All he has to do is to make a sound similar. to that
which a person on the outside would make, in ap-
plying for admission. * Open the door, and let me
in,” uttered in such a manner, would deceive any
one who was not prepared for the experiment, sim-
ply because men do not ordinarily make such sounds
when sitting near each other, hecause the words
" themselves would draw the attention to the door,
and because the sounds would be suited to ihe ficti-
tions application. If there were f1wo doors, the person
first moving his head towards one of them, would
probably give a direction to the imaginations of all
the others; unless, indeed, the ventriloquist himself,
by his waords, or his own movements, as is usually
the case, should assume the inifiafive. Every ven-
triloquist takes especial care to direct the imagina-
tion of his listener to the desired point, either by
what he says, by some gesture, or by some move-
ment. Such, undeniably, is the fact in regard to
ventriloguism ; for we know enough of the philo-
sophy of sound, to be certain it can be nothing else.
One of the best ventriloquists of this age, after affect~
ing to resist this explanation of his mystery, candid-
ly admitted to me, on finding that I stuck to the
principles of reason, that all his art consisted of no
more than a power to control the imagination by
imitation, supported occasionally by acting. And,
yet I once saw this man literally turn a whole family
out of doors, in a storm, by an exercise of his art.
On that oceasion, so complete was the delusion, that
19* '

~
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the good people-of the howse netmally fancied sounds
which came from the ventriloguist, camre from a
point considersbly beyornd the place where they
stood, and on the side opposife to that oceupied by
the speaker, although they stood at the top of aflight
of steps, and he stood st the bottom. All this time,
the soundy appeared to me to come from the place
whenge, by the laws of sound, except in cases of re.
verberation, and of the influerce of the imagination,
they only could appear to come ; or, in other words,
from the mouth of the ventriloguist himself. Now,
if the imagination can effect 50 much, even in crowd-
ed assemblies, composed of people of all degrees of
eredulity, intelligence, and strength of mind, and
when all are prepared, in part 21 least, for the delu-
sion, what may it not be expected to produce on
miunds peculiarly svited to yield to its influence, and
this, too, when the prodigy take the captxvatmg
form of mysticism and miracles.

In the case of the patient of M. Cloguet, we are
reduced to the alternatives of denying the testimony,
of believing that recourse was had to drugs, of re-
ferring all to the force of the imagination, or of ad-
mitting the truth of the doctrine of animal magoe-
tism. The character of M. Cloquet, and the mo-
tiveless folly of such a course, compel us to reject
the first; the second ¢an bardly be helieved, as the
patient had not the appearance of being drugged,
and the possession of such a secret would be almoat
a8 valuable as the art in question itself, The doe-,
trine of animal magnetism we cannot receive, on ac-
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sount of the want of unifornity and exactitude in
the experiments, and I think, we are fairly driven
to take refuge in the force of the imagination. Be-
fore doing this, however, we ought to make consi-
derable allowances for exaggerations, colouring, and
the different manner in which men are apt to regard _
the same thing. My young American friend, who
did believe in animal magnetism, viewed several of
the facts I have related with eyes more favourable
than mine, although even he was compelled to allow
that M. C——— had much greater success with him-
self, than with your humble servant !
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LETTER XIL

To Ricaanp Coorxr, Esquizg, Coorgnsrown,

We entered France in July, 1826, and having
remained in and about the French eapital, until
February, 1828, we thought it time to change the
scene, Paris is effectually the centre of Europe,
and a residence in it, is the best training an Ameri-
can can have, previously to visiting the other parts
of that quarter of the world. Its civilization, usages,
and facilitics, takes the edge off of our provincial
edmiration, removes prejudices, and prepares the
mind to receive new impressions, with more dis-
erimination and tact. I would advise all our travel-
lers to make this their first stage, and then to visit
the north of Europe, before crossing the Alps, or the
Pyrenees. Most people, however, hurry into the
south, with a view to obtain the best as soon as pos-
sible, hut itis with this, as in most of our enjoyments,
a too eager indulgence defeats its own aim.

We had decided to visit London, where the sea-
son, or winfer, would soon commence. The neces-
sary arrangements were made, and we sent round
our cards of p. p. ¢, and obtained passports. On
the very day we were to quit Paris, an American
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. friend ‘wrote me's note to say that » young connex-
ion of his was desirous of going to London, and
begged a place for her in my carriage. It is, I be-
lieve, a peculiar and u respectable trait, in the na-
tional character, that we so seldom hesitate about
asking, or acceding to, favours of this sort. When-
ever woman is concerned, our own sex yield, and
usuelly without murmuring. At all events, it was
go with W , who cheerfully gave up his seat in
the earriage to Miss , in order to take one in
the coupé of the diligence. The notice was so short,
and the hour so late, that there was ne time to get a
passport for him, and, as he was included in mine, I
was compelled to run the risk of sending him to the
frontiers without one. I was a conaul at the time:
a titular one, as to doties, bat, in reality as much of
2 consul, as if I had ever visited my consulate.®
The only official paper I possessed, in connection
with the office, the commission and exequatur ex-

* There being so sirong & propensity to cavil st American facts,
lost this book might fall into Earopean hands, it may be well tor
explsin & littls. The consulate of the writer was given to him
solely to avoid the appesrance of going over to the enemy, during
hia residence abroad. The situation conferred neither hanour nor
profit, there being no salary, and, in his case, not fees emcugh to-
meot the expense of the office opened by a deputy. 'The writer
sumpacts be was mmeh too true to the character and principles of
his native conntry, to be voluniarily selected by its government as
the object of ita honours or rewards, end it ia certain he vever
solicited either. There wre favenrs, it would scem, that are re-
werved, in Americs, for thole who most serve the interests of her
enomics! A day of retribution will eome: : .
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ceptad,l was a letter from the Préfet of the Rhone,
acknowledging the receipt of the latter.. As this

as proof of my identity, accompanied by a brief
statément of the reasons why he was without a pass-
port, begging the authorities, at Need, to let-him pass
as far as the frontier, where I should be in season
to prove his character. This statement I sigued as
consul, instructing W to show it, if applied to
for a passport, and if the gensd’armes disavowed
me, to show the letter, by way of proving who 1
was, The expedient was clumsy enough, but it was
the best that offered.

This arrangement settled, we got into the car-
riage and took our leave of Paris. Before quitting
the town, however, I drove round to the rue d’/2n-
Jou, to take my leave of General La Fayette. This
illustrious man had been seriously ill, for some
weeks, and I had many doubts of my ever seeing
him again. He did not conceive himself to be in
any danger, however, but spoke of his speedy re-
covery us a matter of course, and made an engage-
ment with me for the ensuing summer. I bade him
adieu, with a melancholy apprehension that I should
never see him again.

We drove through the gates of Paris, amid the
dresriness of a winter’s evening, You are to under-
stand that every body quits London and Paris just
ad night sets in. I cannot tell you whether this is .
caprice, or whether it is a usage that has arisen from
a wish to have the day in town, and a desire to re-
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Tieve the monotony of roads so often travelled, by
sleep; but so it is. We did not fall into the fashion,
simply because it is a fashion, but the days are so
short in February, in these high latitudes, that we
could not make our preparations earlier,

I have little agreeable to say concerning the first
forty miles of the journey. It rained, and the roads
were, as usual, slippery with mud, and full of holes.
The old pavés are beginning to give way, however,
and we actually got a bit of lerre within six posts
‘of Paris, This may be considered a triumph of
modern civilization ; for, whatever may be said and’
sung in favour of Appian ways and Roman magni-
ficence, a more cruel invention for travellers and
carriage wheels, than these pavés, was never invent-
ed. A real Paris winter’s day is the most uncom-
fortable of all weather. If you walk, no device of
. leather will prevent the moisture from penetrating
to your heart; if you ride, it is but an"affair of mud
and gras de Paris. We enjoyed all this until nine
at night, by which time we had got enough of it,
and in Beauvais, instead of giving the order & Ila
poste, the postilion was told to go to an inn, A warm
supper and good beds put us all in good humour,

again.
" In putting into the mouth of Falstaff, the words .
«ghall I not take mine ease, in mine inn,” Shak-
. speare may have meant no more than the drowsy
indolence of a glutton, but they recur to me with
peculiar satisfaction, whenever I get unbooted and
with a full stomach, before the warm fire of a hotel,
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after a fatiguing and chilling day’s work. " If any
man doubt whether Providence haa ot dealt justly
by all of ua, in rendering our enjoymeats dependent
on comperative rather than on positive benefits, let
him travel through a dreary day, and take his com-
fort at night, in e house where every thing is far
below his usual habita, and learn to appreciate the
truth. The sweetest sleep I have ever had, has heen
canght on deek, in the middle watch, under a wet
pee-jacket, and with a coil of rope for a pillow,
Our next day’s work carried us as far as Abbe-
ville, in Picardy. Here we had a capital supper of
geme, in a room that set us all shivering with good
hooest cold. The beds, as usual, were excellent.
~ The eountry throughout all this part of France is
tame and monotonous, with wide reaches of grain-
lands, that are now brown and dreary, herec and
there a wood, and. the usual villages of dirty stone
kouses. - We passed a few hamlets, however, that
were more than commonly rustic and pieturesque,
and in whieh the dwellings seemed to be of mud,
and were thaiched, As they were mostly very
irregular in form, the street winding through them
quite pretiily, they would have been good in their
way, had there been any of the simple expegients
of taste to relieve their poverty. But the French
peasants of this province appear to think of littie
else but their wants. There was occasionally a
venerable and generous old vine, clinging about the
door, however, to raise some faint impressions of

happiness, .
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~ 'We passed through, or near, the field of Cressy.
By the aid of the books, we fancied we could trace
the positions of the two armies, but, it was little
more than very vague conjecture, There was a
‘mead, a breadth of field well adapted to cavalry,and
a wood. The river is a mere brook, and could have
offered but- little protection, or resistanca to the -
passage of any species of troops. I saw no village,
and we may not have been within a mile of the real
‘field, after all. Quite likely no one knows where
it in. It is very natural that the precise sites of great
events should be lost, though our own history is so
fresh and full, that to us it is apt to appear extraor-
dinary, In a conversation with a gentleman of the
Stanley family, lately, I asked him if Latham-house,
so celebrated for its siege in the civil wars, was still
in the possession of its ancient proprietors. I was
told it no longer existed, and that, until quite re-
cently, its positive site was a disputed point, and
one which had only been settled by the discovery
of 2 hole in a rock, in which shot had been- cast
during the siege, and which hole was known to have
formerly been in a court. It is no wonder that
doubts exist as to the identity of Homer, or the po-
sition of Troy. .

We have anglicized the word Cresay, which the
French term Créey, or, to give it a true Picard or-
thography, Créci. Most of the names that have
this termination are said to be derived from this
province. Many of them have become English,
snd have undergone several changes in the spelling.

Vor. IL. 20
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Traey, or Tracey ; de Courcy, of de Coursey ;
Montmorenay, and Lacy or Lacey, were oncs Tra
o1, Courei, Monimorenci snd Laci? The French
get over the disgrace of their ancient defeats, very
ingeniously, by amserting that the English armies of
old were principailly composed of Norman soldiers,
#nd that the chivalrous nobility which perfermedauch
wonders were of purely Norman blood. The latter
waa probably more true than the former.

Ag we drew nearer to the coest, the country be-
exme more varied. Montreuil and Saumer are beth
fortified, and one of these places, standing om an
sbrupt, rocky eminence, is quite pieturesque amd
quaint. But we did not stop to lock at any thing
very minutely, pushing forward, as fast as three
horses conid draw us, for the end of our journey.
A league or two from Boulogne, we were met by a
helf dozen mounted runnera from the different inns,
each inviting us to give our custom to his-particaler
employer. These fellows reminded me of the wheat.
runners on the hill at Albany, though they were ss
much more elsmorous and earnest, as e noisy pro-
testation-making Freachman is more obtrusive:than

* The celebrated Sir William Draper was ones prément whes
the subject turped on the descent of farpilies, end the changes
that nemes underwent. “ Now my own is a proof of what I
say,”" he continued, with the intention ts put an end to a dis-
cotfse thet wae getling to savour of family pride—c'my family
being divectly derived from Hing Pepin.” «How do iyou mmke
that out, Sir Willinm 1’ ¢ By self evident orshegraphical -testi-
MOy —as you may see~—Depin, Pipkin, Napkin, Disper, Draper.”
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a shrewd, quiet caloulating Yankee. We did not
sop in Boulogne, to try how true were the voluble
representations of these gentry, but, changing

" horses st the post, went our way. The town seemed

full of English, and we gazed ahout us, with some
cuticsity, at a place that has become so celebrated
by the great demonstration of Napoleon. There is
a high monument standing at no great distance from
the town, to commemorate one of his military pa-
rades. The port is small and crowded, like most of
the harbours on both sides of the channel.

We had rain, and chills and darkness, for the
three or four posts that succeeded. The country
grew more and more tame, until after crossing an
extensive plain of moist meadow land, we passed
through the gate of Caleis. I know no place that
will give you a more accurate notion of -this cele-
brated port than Powles Hook. It is, however, ne-

" cessary to enlarge the scale greatly, for Calais is a

town of some size, and the hommock on which it
atands, and the low land by which it is environed, .
are much more considerable in extent than the spot
just named.

We drove to the inn that Sterne bas immortal-
ized, or, one at least that bears the same name, and
found English comfort united with French cookery
and French taste. After all, I do not know why I
may not say French comforts, too ; for in many re-
spects they surpass their island neighbours even in
this feature of domestic comfort. It is a comfort to
have a napkin even when eating s muffin ; to see
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one’s self entire in a mirror, instead of edging the
form into it, or out of it, sideways; to drink good
coffee ; to eat good cdfeletzes, and to be able to wear
the same linen for a day, without having it sciled.
The Bible says, “ comfort me with flaggons or ap-
ples,” I really forget which,—and if either of these
is to be taken as authority, a cfleletle may surely
be admitted into the carte de conforts.

We found Calzis a clean town, and possessing &
certain medinm aspect, that was a8 much English as
French. The position is strong, thoagh I was not
much struck with the strength of the works. Eng-
Tund has no motive to wish to possess it, now that
conguest on the continent is neither expedient nor
possible. The port is good for nothing, in a wirlike
sense, except to protect a privateer or two ; though
the use of steqm will probably make it of more im-
portance in any fature war, than it has been for the
last two centuries. '

We found W. safely arrived. At one of the
frontier towns he had been asked for his passport,
and, in his fright, he gave the letter of the Prefet of
the Rhone, instead of the explanation I had sa
cleverly devised. This letter commenced with the
words “ Monsieur le Consul” in large letters, and
occupying, according to French etiguette, nearly
half of the first page. The gensdarme, a vieuz
moustache, held his lantern up to read it, and see-
ing this ominous title, it would seem that Napoleon
and Marengo, and all the glories of the Consulate
arose in his imagination, He got no further than

#
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those three words, which he pronounced aloud, and,
then folding the' letter, he returned it with a pro-
found bow, asking no further questions. As the
diligence drove on, W. heard him say—* ap-
paremment vous aver un homme ires econsidéra-
ble, I dedans, Monsiewr le Conducteur.” Se
much for our fears, for passports, and for gens-
darmes!

We went to bed, with the intention of embark-
ing for England in the morning,

END OF VOL. IIL
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