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PREFACE.

Tuc following notes contain, in a journal form, the sim-
ple record of those little events which make up the course
of the seasons i rural life, and were commenced two years
gince, in the spring of 1848, for the writer’s amusement.
In wandering about the fields, during a long, unbroken
residence in the country, one naturally gleans many tri-
fling observations on rustic matters, which are aftcrward
remembered with pleasure by the fire-side, and gladly
shared, perhaps, with one’s friends, The following pages,
therefore, are offered to the rcader more from the interest
of the subject, than from any merit of their own. They
make no claim whatever to scientific knowledge, but it is
hoped thst they will be found free from great inaccura-
cies ; and we may add, that they were written at least
in perfect good faith, all the trifling incidents alluded to
having occurred as they are recorded.

Should the volume give pleasurc to any who, like the
18



vi PHEFACE.

honored Hooker, love the country, ‘ where we limy 5ee
God’s blessings spring out of the earth,”” some little re-
luctance with which it has been prmted will be more
than repaid to the writer.

Mascm, 1850,




RURAL HOURS.

SPRING.

Saturday, March 1th.—Everything about us leoks thoronghly '
wintry still, and fresh snow lies on the ground to the depth of a
foot. One quite enjoys the sletghing, however, as there was very
little last month. Drove several miles down the valley this morn-
ing in the teeth of a sharp wind, and flurries of snow, but after
facing the cold bravely, one brings home a sort of virtuous glow
which is not to be picked up by cowering over the fireside ; it ia
with this as with more important matters, the effort brings its own
reward,

Tuesday, Tth.—Milder ; thawing. Walking near the river this
afternoon, we saw & party of wild ducks flying northward ; some
few of these birds remain here all winter, but they are seldem
observed except by the sportsman; these were the first we had
seen for several months. In the spring and autumn, when sn
many of the different varieties are passing to and fro, they are
common enough. Three large waterfowl also passed along in the
same direction ; we believed them to be loons ; they were in sight
only for & moment, owing o the trees above us, but we heard a

loud howling cry as they flew past like that of those hirds. Tt ia
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10 RURRAL HOURS.

carly for loons, however, and we may have been deceived. They
usually appear about the first of A pril, remaining with us through
the summer and autumn, until late in December, when they po to
the sea-shore ; many winter about Long Island, many mere in the
Chesapeake. Not long since we saw one of these birds of un-
usual size, weighing nineteen pounds ; it had been caught in Sencea
Lake on the hook of what fishermen czll a set-line, dropped to the
depth of ninety-five feet, the bird having dived that distance to
reach the bait, Several others have been caught in the same man-
ner in Sencea Lake upon lines sunk from eighty to one hundred feut,
It may be doubted if any other feathered thing goes so far beneath
the water. There is however another, and & much smaller bird,
the Dippef, or ocusel, which is still more at home in the water
than the loon, and that without being web-footed, but it is prob-
ably less of a diver. The Dipper must indeed be a very singu-
lar bird ; instead of swimming on the surface of the water like
ducks and geese, or beneath like the loons, or wading along the
shores like many of the long-legged coast tribes, it actually runs
or flies about at will ever gravelly beds of mountain streams,  Mr.,
Charles Buonaparte mentions having frequently watched them
among the brooks of the Alps and Apennines, where they are
found singly, or in pairs, haunting torrents and cataracts with
perfret impunity, or running hither and thither along the stony
bottom of more quiet strenms,  They cannot swim, however; and
they drop suddenly into the water from above, or at times they
walk leisurely in from the bank, flying as it were beneath the sur-
fuce, moving with distended wings, Their nests are said to be
usually built on some point projecting over & mountain stream,

either in a tree, or upon a rock; nnd the voung. when alarmed,
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instantly drop into the water below, for safety. They nre not
common birds even in their native haunts, but wild and solitary
creatures, smaller than our robin, and of a dark, grave plumage.
Until lately the Dipper was supposed to be unknown on this con-
tinent, but more recently it has been discovered at several differ-
ent points in our part of the world, frequenting, as in Europe, wild
lakes and rocky streams of limpid water. The American bird
differs slightly in some of its markings, from those of the Eastern
continent.

Wednesday, 8th—Very pleasant day; quite spring-like. The
snow is melting fast, Spring in the air, in the light, and in the
aky, although the earth is yet unconscious of its approach. We
bave weather as mild as this in December, but there is something
in the fulness and softness of the light beaming in the sky this
morning which tells of spring,—the early dawn before the sum-
mer day. A little downy woodpecker and & bluejay were running .
about the apple-trees bunting for insects ; we watched them awhile
with interest, for few birds are scen here during the winter. It is
trae neither the downy woodpecker nor the jay leaves this part of
the country ; both remain here during the cold weather, but they
are inactive, seldom roving abroad.

Trursday, 9th—Winter again; the woods are powdered with
snow this morning, and every twig is cased in glittering frost-
work. The pines in the churchyard are very beautiful—hung with
heavy wreaths of snow; but it is thawing fast, and before night
thev will be quite green again, This effect of the snow lodging
on the trees is much less frequent than one might suppose in our
highland climate ; it is seldom found to last more than a few

hours at & time, soon vanishing before wind or sunshine ; indeed
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it searcely accurs half a dozen times in the course of a winter : and
it is the sume with the hoar-frost on the branches, which is by ne
means 50 common a spectacle as a Cockney might fancy. This
merning both these specimens of winter’s handiwork are united,
and the effect is very fine, though it looks as if spring migcht yet
be a hundred years off.

Friday, 10th.—A bunch of ten partridges brought to the
house ; they are oceasionally offered singly, or o brace or dwo at
a time, but ten are & mueh larger number than are often seen
together.  Last autumn we frequently came upon these birds in
the woods —they were probably meore numerous than usual.  Sev-
eral times they evea found their way down into the village, which
we have never knnwn them to do before; once they were sur-
prised in the churchvard, and twice they were found feeding
among the refuse of our own gardcn.l

When this valley was first peopled by the whites, quails were
also found here in #bundance, among the common game-birds of the
region, but they have now abandoned us entirely ; one never hears
of them, and it is said that they soon disappeared after the coun-
try had been cleared. This is not according to their usual habits,
for generally they are found to prefer the farm lands to the forest,
feeding on different kinds of grain, building sbout fences, and
rarely resorting to the woods. In some of the oldest parts of the
country they are quite common, and so familiar, that in winter
they will occasionally mingle with the poultry in the barn-yard.
Instead of fearing the advance of civilization, they would delight
in it, were it not for the sportsman’s gun. Tt is true that in this
county we approach the northern limits of the quail, for they are
found from H-nduras {: Massachusetts onlv: our Partridge or
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Pheasant, or Ruffed Grouse, as we should rather cull it, is 2 more
hardy bird, partial to meuntains and weoded countries, and found
as far north as Hudson's Bay,

Saturday, 11th.—Very pleasant.  Walking on the skirts of the
village this afternoon, we came to a fenee blown duwn by some
winter storm, and stepping over it strolled about the fields awhile,
the first time we had walked off the beaten trick since November.
We were obliged to cross several snow banks, but had the pleas-
ure at least of treading the brown earth again, and remembering
that in a few short weeks the sward will be fresh and green onee
more. A disappointment awaited us— several noble pines, old
friends and favorites, had been felled unknown to us during the
winter ; unsightly stumps and piles of chips were all that re-
muined where those fine trees had so Jong waved their evergreen
arms, Their full seemed to have quite changed the character ot
the neighboting fields ; for it often lies within the power of a sin-
gle group of trees to alter the whele aspect of acres of surround-
ing lands.

Wednesday, 15th.—Unusyally ecold for the season, the ther-
mometer having fallen last night to six below zero. Half-cloudy
day; wind from the north.

Thursday, 16th.—The cold still continues ; ten degrees below
zero last night! This would be thought very severe at midwinter.

Friday, 1'ith—Severely cold night, thermometer seven below
zero. Happily, it is now growing milder ; the mereury above zern
thiy evening.

Saturdey, 18th,—8pring weather again, quite pleasant to-day,
Thermometer forty-six, the mereury having risen some forty de-

grees within the lasi eighteen hors.
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Long walk of several miles on the lake. We fancied the waters
impatient to be free: there was a constant saccession of dull,
rumbling, and groaning sounds bencath our feet, s we pussed
over the ice, so much so us to disturb our four-footed companion
nota little. Dogs are often uneasy on the iece, especially when they
first set out; they do not like the noise from below; but there
was no danger whatever this morning.  The erust is still cight or
ten inches thick, and must have been much strengthened by the
last severe weather, A number of sleighs and culters were glid-
ing about, several of the last driven by children, and well loaded
with little people making the most of the Iast snow.

It was thawing in the sillage, and the streets were muddy ; but
on the lake the snow scarcely yielded at all, the ice muking a
climate of its own. We enjoyed the walk very much ; it is par-
ticularly pleasunt to wander about at will over so bread a field,
eonfinvd to no track, and without an obstucle to arrest one’a pro-
gress, ail which gives a freedom to these wulks upon the Jake, be-
yond what we are accustomed to on terra firma, where roads, and
fences, and bridges must be consulted at every tumn.

Monduy, 20th—Passing beneath some maples this afternoon,
we observed several with small icicles hanging from their lower
branches, aithough there was neither ice nor snow on the adjoin-
ing trees; we broke one off, and it proved to be cungealed sap,
which had exuded from the branch and frozen there during the
night—natural sugar candy, as it were, growing on the tree.
These Dittle icicles were quite transparent and swectizh, like ean
suerde. At this season. the sap very frequemtly moixtens the
trunk and limbs of supar maples very plentifully, in spots where

there is some creviee throush which it makes s wav : one often
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505 it dropping from the branches, and probably the Indtins first
discovered its sweetness from this habit. One would think that
the loss of so much sap would neccssa:ily injure the trees ; but it
is not so; they remain perfectly healthy, after yiclding every
spring, gallons of the fluid.

Wednesday, 22d.—A  thunder-shower last night, by way of
keeping the equinox, and this morning, to the joy of the whole
community, the arrival of the robins is proclaimed. 1t is one of
the great events of the year for us, is the return of the robins,
we have been on the watch for them these ten days, ns they gen-
erally come between the fifteenth and twenty-first of the month,
and now most persons yon meet, oid and young, great and sinall,
have something to say about them, No sooncr is one of these
first-comers seen by some member of 4 family, than the fact is
proclaimed through the house; children run in to tell their pa-
rents, * The robins have come ! Grandfathers and grandmaoth-
ers put on their spectacles and step to the windows to lovk at the
robins ; and you hear neighbors gravely inquiring of each other:
“ Have you scen the robins ?”—< Have you heard the robins?”
There 8 no other bird whose return is so generally noticed, and
for several days their movements are watched with no lLttle inter-
est, as they run about the ground, or perch on the leafless trees.
It was last night just as the shutters were elosed that they were
heard about the deors, and we ran out to listen to their first greet-
ing, but it was too dark to see them. This morning, however,
they were found in their native apple-trees, and a hearty weleome
we gave the honest creutures.

Thursday, 23d.—The snow is going at Inst; the country has

the dappled look belonging properly to March in this part of the
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world ; bread openings of browa earth are seen everywhere, in
the fivlds and on the hill-sides, The roads are deep with mud ;
the stuge-coaches are ten and eleven lours coming the twenty-
two miles over the hills, from the railroad north of us,

'The Pheebe birds have arrived as well as the robins.  In many
parts of the country, their return is looked upon as the signal for
beginning to make garden, but that would not do here; there is
too much frost in the ground for the spade. They are making
hot-beds, however, in spite of the snow banks still lying in many
gardens ; carly lettuce and radishes are raised in this way, and
both melons and tomatoes require to be helped forward by the
sume process to ripen thelr fruits thoroughly in this highland re-
gion. Thereis o sort of tradition in the villye, that the elimate
has undergone s degree of change sinee the arrival of the first
colunists ; the springs are said to have become more uncertain,
and the summers less warm ; so say elderly people who knew the
place forty years since. The sume remark is frequently heard,
also, in seitlements of about the same date us this, on the St. Law-
rence, and the Genesee.  But there may be some sclf-deception
in the case, for we are naturally more apt to feel the frost of to-
day, than that of last year, and memory may very possibly have
softened the climate {0 those who Jeok back from age to youth.
There seems, however, some positive foundation for the nssertion,
since it is & fact well known, that fruits which suceeeded here for-
merly, are now seldom ripened.  Water-melons were mised here
without hot-heds forty years since, and a thriving litile vineyard
existed on the same spot where the grapes have been cut off by
frost every season for the last ten vears,

Friday, 21th —The first plant that shows the influence of the
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changing season in this part of the country, iz very Little like the
delicate snow-drop, or the fragrant violet of other Jands, Long
before the earliest trees aredn bud, or the grass shows the fuintest
tinge of green, the dark spathe of the skunk-cahbage makes its
way in the midst of snow and ice. It is singular that at a mo-
ment when the soll generally is frost-bound, any plant should find
out that spring is at hand ; but toward the close of February, or
beginning of March, the skunk-cabbage makes a good guess at
the time of the year, and comes up in marshy spots, on the banks
of ponds and streams. With us it is almost & winter plant. The
dark spathe or sheath is quite handsome, variegated, when young,
with purple, light green, and yellow ; within it grows the spadix,
not unlike a miniatare pine-apple in shape and color, and covered
with lttle protuberances, from each of which opens a purple flower.
Although a very common plant, many persons fumiliar with its
broad glossy leaves in summer, have never seen the flower, and
bave no idea how early it blossoms. Its strong, offensive odor is
better known ; an American botanist has observed, that it is ex-
ceedingly meritorious of the name it bears;” but this seems too
severe, since 8 barsher thing could not well be said of a plant. In
the neighborhood of the village, it has been up these three weeks,
bat the flowers open slowly,

Saturday, 25th.—~High wind from the south this evening; our
highest winds are generally from the southward. The withered
leaves of last autumn are whirling, and fiying over the blighted
grass of the lawns, and about the roots of the naked trees—a
dance of death, as it were, in honor of winter na he passes nway,

Monday, 27th—A flock of wild pigeons wheeling beautifully
over the mountain this afternoon. We have had but few this
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gpring ; there is & great difference in the numbers which visit us
from year to year; some seasons they are still very numerous,
large flocks passing over the valley morning and evening us they
go out from their general broeding-place in quest of food.  Some
few years ago they selected a wood on a hill, about twenty miles
from us, for their spring encampment, making as usual great
havoe among the trees and bushes about them ; at that time they
passed over the valley in its length, Jarge unbroken flocks several
miles in extent succeeding each other. There have not been so
many bere since that season. But the numbers we saw then
were nothing to the throngs that visited the vulley annually in its
earliest history, actually darkening the air as they swept along,
1t seeras their nature to fly rather low, but they have grown
more wily now, and often tuke a high flight ; frequently, however,
they just graze the hill-tops, and the sportsmen, after observing
their usual course of flight morning and evening, go out and
station themselves on some hill, shooting the birds as they pass over
their heads. The young, or squabs, as they are ealled, are in
great request as a delicacy in spring; they are very tender, of
course, and generally very plamyp, for the little ereatures beyin to
fatten the moment they break through the shell, and are soon in
good order. They are not thought very healthy food, however,
when caten repeatedly in succession. There is a tradition that the
Indians, at the time of the yenr when they lived chiefly on these
birds, were not in a healthy condition.

Tuesday, 28th.—The great final spring thaw going on.  Our
winter deluge of snow is sinking into the ewrth, softening her
basom for the labors of the husbandman, or running off into the

swollen streams, toward the sea. Cloudy sky, with mist on the
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hills, in which the pines look nobly; the older trees especially,
half revealed, half shrouded, seem giant phantoms, standing about
the hill-sides. The simple note of the robin is heard through the
gloom—a cheering sound in these dull hours ; perched on the top-
most boughs of the trees, they are taking an observation, looking
out for a convenient building notch.

Wednesday, 29th.—Lovely day; soft clear sunshine, and de-
lightful air from the west playing in the leafless branches, and
among the green threads of the pine foliage. It is not surprising
that the pines, when they

*Whake up into song,
Shaking their choral locks,”
should make more melody than other trees; the long slender
leaves are quivering in the breeze this afterncon like the strings
of an instrument, but they are so minute that at a little distance
we only remark the general movement of the tufted branches,

The whale country is brown again, save here and there a nar-
row line of snow under some fence on the hills, or a putch mark-
ing a drift which all the storms of winter have helped to pile up,

Nothing can Jook more dismal than the lake just now ; its sur-
face is neither snow, ice, nor water, but a dull erust which gives
it a sullen expression quite out of character with the landscape
generally, such a day as this; the sun is warming the brown hills,
the old pines, and hemlocks with a spring glow after their long
¢hill, but not a smile can be drawa from the lake which grows
mote dark and gloomy every hour. As if to show us what we
lose, there is just one correr open near the outlet, and it is heau-
tiful in biended shades of coloring. rose and blue, clrar and soft,

as the eye of Spring.
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Ouar little river runs full and swift, spread over the banks tc
nearly twice its usual width; the water is a fine light preen,
quite different from its darker summer tint of transparent gray,
It is singular that enow and ice in large quantities should always
change the color of a stream which they have helped to fill;
but so it is: all the waters which flow from the glaciers in Swit-
zeriand have a pecullar tint, With us, this effect is seen for a
few days only, when the ice first breaks up in spring. Saw a cat-
erpillar this afteracon, the first that has crossed our path,

Thursday, 30th.—The song-sparrows and blucbirds are here,
and have been with us several days. The robins are getting
quite numerous; they seem to come in delachments, or possibly
they only pass from one neighborhood to another in floeks. Their
note is very pleasant, and after the silent winter, fulls with double
sweetness on the ear.  Their portly porsons and warm red jackets
make them very conspicuous flying about among the naked branch-
8, or running over the wilted grass. They are more frequent-
ly seen on the ground than any other bird we have, excepting the
sparrow, and it is amusing to watch the different gait of the two.
The sparrow plides along with great agility and case; whether in
the prass or on the gravel, his movement is lizht and free: but
robin usuilly makes more fuss ; he runs by starts, drops his head,
raises his tail, moves rapidly for a few feet, and then stops sud-
denly, repeating the same course of manceuvres until he takes
flight, 'The Europcan robin is a smaller bird than ours, and lives
through the year as far morth as England, cheering his native
fields with a simple Iny even during the eold weather : his habits
are different from those of ouwr own bird; he builds in grassy
banks, and hus a trick of scraping dead leaves lugether befure
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his door, probably with the idea of concealing his nest. With ua,
robin never huilds on the ground; his nest is placed in trees,
where, from its size, it is very conspicuous; once in awhile, how-
ever, he builds about a house, but in such a case usually places
his nest in some spot shaded by a vine or the branches of a tree.
For two summers In succession, we had a nest on a window-sill of
the second story, and this spring iwo pairs scem to be building
about the eaves; but in all these instances, the spots chosen nre
screened by Virginia creepers.  Then again with us, robin is only
musical early in spring; the rest of the year he is a very silent
bird. Scme few occasionally linger through the cold weather as
far north as the Mohawk, but this seems accidental ; many take a
south-eastern direction toward the sea-shore, and many mare go
still farther south to a milder climate. They are with us, how-
ever, eight or nine months of the year-—houest, homely creatures,
Tunning about the grmss-plots and paths around cur doors, so that
thev are everywhere considered as friends of the house. I bave
seen it asserted that the early eojonists gave to the gaudy oriele the
itame of * English robin,”" showing how fondly memory colored al}
they had left behind, since one bird is very plam in his plumape,
the other remarkably brilliant. The name of robin, however, has
now attached itsell decidedly to the large red-breasted thrush,
with which we are all familiar ; and although differing in many re-
spects from the Robin Redbreast of Europe, yet with the name
he also inherits the favor of his Kinsmun, getting all the credit in
this part of the world of watching over the Babes in the Woods,
picking berrics to feed them, and gathering leaves for their cover-
ing. This afternoon, as we saw the robins running over the graves

i the churchyard, or perched on a tombstone boaking at us with
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those large thoughtful eyes of theirs, we came to the conclusion
that our own Redbreast must be quite as cupable of a good deed,
as his European brother. At this season, we scldom pass the
churchyard without finding robins there—they probably have
many nests amony the trees.

Friday, 31st—The garden hyacinths, and daffodils, and com-
mon lilies are beginning to show their leaves in the flower-borders,
and the periwinkle is almost in blossom : this is one of the very
earliest flowers to open with us, The blue hyacinths soon follow,
though they will scarcely bloom yet this fortnight. The snow-
drop seldom' opens herc before the middle or third week of
April, rerazining in flower until the tulips fade, early in June; it
would seem jess hardy with us than in its native climate, for in
England it blooms in February, and it has been found by M. de
Candolle on the mountains of Switzerland with its lowers actually
encased in snow and Iee,

One Lears a great deul about the sudden outburst of spring in
America, but in this part of the country, the earlicr stages of the
season are assuredly very slow, and for many weeks its progress
is gradual. It is only later in the day, when the buds are all
full, and the flowers ready o open, that we see the sudden gush
of life and joyousness, which is indeed at that moment, almost
magical in its beautiful effects. DBut this later period is a brief
one; we have scarcely time to enjoy the sudden affluence of
spring, ere she lenves us to make way for summer, and peoplo
exclaim at the shortness of the season in America. Meanwhile,
spring is with us in March, when we are yvet sitting by the fire.
side, and few heed her steps; now she betrays her presence in

the sky, now in the waters, with the returning birds. upon some
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single tree, in a solitary plant, and each milder toueh gives plens-
ure to those who are content to swait the natural order of things,
Saturday, April 1st,.—Fresh maple sugar offered for sale to-
day; it is scldom brought to market as early as this. A large
amount of this sugar is still made in our neighborhood, chiefly for
home consumption on the farms.  In the villages, where foreign
groceries are easily procured, it s eaten more as a dainty than in
any other way ; the children are very fond of it, and most grown
persons like & bit now and then, ity peculinr fluver making it
pleasant when taken by itself, though it becomes a defect when
used for sweetening food. In the spring, a little of it is not
thought unhealthy, from a fancy that it purifies the blood ; prob-
ably it is neither better nor worse in this respect than any other
sugar.  With our farmers, however, it i8 a matter of regular
household consumption, many families depending on it altogether,
keeping only a little white sugar for sickness; and it is said that
thildren have often grown up in this county without tasting any
vut maple sugar. Maple molasses is also very much used, some
persons preferring it to that of the cane, us it has a peculiar flavor
which is Iked witk puddings, or buckwheut cakes, .
Some farmers have a regular “ sugar-bush,” where none but
maples are suffered to grow ; and on the older farms you occasion-
ally pass & beautiful grove of this kind, entirely clear of under-
wood, the trees standing on a smooth green turf,  More froquent-
Iy, however, a convenient spot is chosen in the woods where ma-
pies are pleaty.  The younger trees are not tapped, us they are
injured by the process; it is only after they have reached a yood
size——ten or iwelve inches in diameter——that they are twmed to

account in this way; twenty years at least must be their age, as

-
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they rarely atfain to such a growth carlier ; from bis period they
continue to yield their sap freely until they decuy. It is really
surprising thut any tree should afford to lose so much of its nat-
ural nourishment without injury ; but maples that have been tap-
ped for fifty years or more, are just as luxuriant in their foliage and
flowers, as those that are untouched, The amount of sap yielded
by different trees varies—some will give nearly three times ns
much as others; the fluid tiken from onc trec is also much
sweeter and rieher than that of another, as there secms to be a
constitutional difference between them.

From twe to five pounds of sugur are made from each tree,
and four or five gallons of sap are required to every pound. The
fluid begins to run with the first mild weather in March; its
course, liowever, is checked by a hard frost, until & thaw again
sete it in mofion; some years it continues to flow at intervals
until the last of April, so that & regular carly spring gives Jews
time for the work than a backward season, when the sap runs
Iater; the usual period, however, for surar-making, is about two
weeks—one year more, another less.

This sugar is made more easily than any other; both the beet
and the cane require much more expense and lubor, The process
with the maple is very simple, and consists merely in collecting
the sap and boiling it ; neatness and attention are alone neces-
sury to make the sugnr of the best quality. A hole is first bored
into the trunk, from one to three feet from the ground ; a hatchet
or chisel is sometimes used for this purpose, but neat farmers pre-
fer a small auger, less than half an inch in diameer, by which
means the bark is not injured, closing again over the opening

in iwo or three vears. After the hole has been bored, 1 small
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trough or *spile,” as the country people call it, is inserted ; this is
usually made of a branch of alder or sumach, which is sharpened
at one end and the pith taken cut for two or three inches to re-
ceive the sap; from that point it is hollowed into an open trough,
which rests upen the sap-bucket at the foot of the tree.  These
buckets are a regular article of manufacture in the country ; they
are made of pine, or at times of bass-wood, and scll at twenty
cents a picce.  They are left standing one at the foot of each tree,
to receive the sap as it flows, the httle stroam of sweet and limpid
fuid running more or less freely, according to the state of the
weather and the character of the tree ; twelve quarts are sometimes
taken in twenty-four hours from one tree, while others scarcely
vield a third ns much, The buckets are watehed, of course, and
emptied from time to time, the sap boing carried to the boiler,
which is often placed over a furnuce upim an arch of bricks; often
one large iron boiler is used, but pans of tin are thought prefera-
ble, as they give less eoor and taste to the sagar.  This carrying the
sap to the boiler is a laborious part of the proeess, and some farm-
ers have all their lesser spouts connected with a large trough
leading to 8 common receptacle near the furnace ; the buckets,
however, are more generally used.  Two or three hundred trecs
are frequently tapped in the same wood, and as the sap is run-
ning, the fires are burning, and the sugar is boiling all together,
day and aight, it is o busy moment at the “bush.” The persons
at work there, usually eat and sleep on the spot until their task
is done ; -and it is a favorite mllying place with the children and
young people of the farms, who enjoy vastly this touch of camp
life, to say nothing of the new sugar, and a draught of fresh sap now
and then. The sap, however, is not thought a wholesome drink,

o5
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differing in this respeet from the juice of the cane, which is con-
sidered particularly healthy, both man and bensts growing fat on
the plantations during the seasons of working among the ripe
canes, When the work at the “bush” is fanly commenced, the
builer is filled up from time to time with fresh sap during the first
four-and-tweaty hours; after that, the fluid is permitted to thicken
to & syrup ubout hulf the swectness of molasses; it is then tuken
off and Jeft to cool and scttle. About twelve hours later, it is
weain put over to clarify—the white of two egys, one quart of
milk, and half an cunce of saleratus are allowed to tifty pounds
of sugar—and the syrup is not permitted to boil until the seum has
afl risen to the surface and been removed.  After this cluiifyving
has been attended to, the syrup boils until on the point of grain-
ing, as it is called, or in rustic parlance, * sugaring down ;™ it is
then taken from the fire and pliced in tin pans to cool and form
the “grain;” when this process of graining has thoroughly com-
menced, the new sugar is placed in moulds to drain—the harder
particles adhering together as the sugar, the liquid portivn, or
molasses, drapping into a receptacle for the purpose.  Of course,
us soon as the boiler has been empticd it is filled up with new sap,
und the same proeess is repeated until the season has passed, or
the amount reguired is made.

There are at present farms in this county where two op three
thousand peunds of sugar are prepared in one season.  Formerly
much of our sugar was sent to Albany and New York, and a
portion is still sold there to the confectioners. During the early
history of the county, half a century since, rents were usnally
puid in produce—wheut, potash, sugar, &¢., &c.—for the corveni-
enee of the tenants, and it is on record thal in one year sixty
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thouwsand pounds were received in this way ly the leader of the
~ litde coluny about this lake ; a purtion of it was refined and made
inta pretty little specimen loaves at a sugar-house in Philadvlphia,
and it was quite as white and purce as that of the cane, The common
suuar about the country is as light as that wsually received from the
West Indies, and the farmers have a simple dumestic process by
which it s often made quite clear; a clean wet el is plueed
over the eake while draining, and gradually mbibes the coliring
matter, being washed and changed every moming until the surar
his beeuvme quite white ; f it has been neaily made and claritied,
three or four days will whiten 3¢ thoroughly, No deubt there
are maples ensugl about the country o supply the whele popu-
lation of the Republie, if necessary, but the sugar of the cane can
now he procured =0 easily, and so cheap, from the West Indies
and the southern parts of our own country, that there is little
motive fur nsking that of the maple an article of enmmerce,
Maple sugar sells in the village this year fur nine cents u pound,
and good Havana for six eents.  The farmers, however, are will-
ing to turn their trees o account for their own use, as it saves
them some cash, and requires but Jittle outlay or labor.

A story s told in the village of a Scotch stocking-weaver, whe
some years sinee bought a farm near the luke, and the first spring
alter lis arrival in the country was so successful with his maple
trees, thut in the midst of his labors he eame into the village and
gave large orders for sup-buckets, puns, furnaces, &¢,  The good
folk were rather surprised at the extent of these p.repﬂmtiuns, and
inquiries were made about this grand sugar-bush.  They were told
by their new nefghbor that as yet he had tapped only a small num-
ber of trees, but he intended goon to go to work in earnest among

L]
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the muples, and, indeed, had quite made up his mind, ** canny Seot,”
as he was, to “ give up farming altoguether, and keep to sugar-mak-
ing all the year round ;"—a plan which, it may be imagined, tickled
the fancy of Jenathan net a little, knowing the ways of maples as
ke did. Many other trees are tapped for their juiees in different
parts of the world—the pines for their turpentine, as we all know,
and the celebrated cow-tree of South Amenica for its nourishing
fluid, yiclding vegetuble milk, as it were, in regions where the
milk of demesiic animals seems to have been unknown; and still
farther South, on this great continent, they prepare from the sap
of the Palm of Chili, a syrup of the consisteney of lm'n(‘y, using
it as an article of food. In Northern Europe, the birch sap is
made inte & drink which they call birch-wine, and in this country
vinegar is occasionally made in the same way. In the Crimea,
the 'Fartars regularly mske sugar from the fine walnut-trees on
the shores of the Bluck Sea. 8o says Dr. Clarke in his Travels.
The lime or basswood also yields a saccharine fluid.  Our own
hickory is thought to have the sweetest and richest sap of any
tree in the woods, and we have heard of superior sugar being
made i small quantities from it by eertain New England house-
wives, It would not be generally available for the purpose, haw-
ever, as the amount of sap yielded is very small,

According to the last general Census, the whole amount of
maple sugar made during one year in this county, with & popu-
lation of 49,658, was 351,748 pounds, or nearly eight pounds to
each individual. The whole amount of suzar made iIn the State,
was 10,048,109 pounds.  The census does not speeifly the differ.
ent kinds of sugar, but it is so well known that no other sort but
maple is made in our part of the country, as & manufacture, that

LY
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it is scarcely worth while to subtract anything from the general
reports on account of snme experinnts here and there, in corn
or beet sugar.  Taking the reports then, as they stand, we find
that there are forty-nine countics in which maple sugar is mun-
ufactured, and nine countics in the immediste neirhborhood of
New York, where none is made.  The largest amount made in
one county, is reported from St. Lawrence, upwards of 848,000
pounds among & population of 56,000 ; Chatauque comes very
near this, however, giving 839,600 poumls for 47,000 persons,
There are nine counties making more than we do; Putnam reports
the smallest amount, only %3 puunds, probably the produce of
one “bush.”  The whele amount of various sugars made in the
country during the year 1839-40, was upwards of 155,000,000
of pounds ; sinee then, this quantity has nearly doubled, awl it is
supposed that about half the suoar now consumed by us, is man-
ufictured within our own horders.  Of course, a very great pro-
porticn comes from the cane planiations of Louisiana, &e., &c.;
probally some beet and corn sugar in small quantities may be
included in the caleulutions, but the tables of the st census did
not specify the different varieties made i each State; and our
only guidée in forming an opinion as to the total amount of maple
sugar made in the country, must be the respective geogrphical
limits of the cane and the maple.  Sugar of one sort or annther
is made in almest every State; D(;l:t“'ar'c and the Iistriet of
Columbia are the only exceptions. We understand that maple
suprar is made in Virginia and Kentucky, the fimt reporting 1,541,-
843, the last 1,300,833 pounds of sugar; probably this is in a
very great measure from the maple.  If we give about one-fifth of
the whole amount, or some 31,000,000 of pounds to maple sugar,

-
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probably we shall not be very far from the truth; we are inclined
to believe ihis enlevlation rather below than above the mark.
From being almost entirely consumed on the ground where it is
mnde, this sugar, however, attrnets public attention much less
than it would do if it were an article of commerce to the same
extent.

Monduy, 3d.—Delightful day; first walk in the woods, and
what a pleasure it is to be in the forest once more!  The earlier
buds are swelling perceptibly——those of the scarlet maple and
elm flowers on the hills, with the sallows and alders near the
streams.  We were struck more than usual with the mosses and
lichens, and the eoloring of the bark of the different trees; some of
the chestnuts, and birches, and maples show twenly diflerent
shades, through grays and greens, from a dull white to blackish
brown. Thcse_ can seareely vary much with the seasons, but they
attract the eve more just now from the fact that in winter we
are seldont in the woods; and at {his moment, before the leaves
are out, there is more light fulling on the limbs and trunks than
in summer. The ground mosses are not yet entirely revived ;
some of the pretticst varietics feel the frost sensibly, and have
not. yet regained all their coloring,

The little evergreen plants throw a faint tinge of verdure over
the dead leaves which strew the forest; in gome spots, there is
quite a patch of them, but in other places they scarcely show at
gll. We have many in our woeds, all pleasant litle plants;
their glossy leaves have generally a healthy chavacter, and most
of them bear pretty and fragrant blossoms at diflerent seasons,
Some ferns have been preserved, as usual, under the snow ; though

they are sensitive {o the frost, yet in fuvorable spots they seem
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to cscape untii the snow falls and shields them, preserving them
through the winter in a sorl of half evergreen state, like some
other garden and ficld plants.  This year there are more of these
fern leaves than usual, and they are pleasing, though flintened
to the ground by the snow which has been weighing them duwn,

Nothing like a flower in all the wide woods.  Dut the ground
kwrel is in bud and will blossom before long; we raked up the
dvad leaves to look for it, and some of the buds are very large
and promising,

The r‘obins, and sparrows, and blucbirds were singing very
sweetly as we came hnm‘e toward evening ; there are muny more
now in the villige than in the woods. The wheat is looking
green; the other fields are still brown. Every day the lake
grows more dull and gloomy,

Tursdoy, 4th.—The frogs were heard last night for the first
time this season,

Wednesdoy, 5th.—First seed sown in the garden to-day ; peas,
beets, oninns, &e., &c.

Friduy, 6th.—Bnght sun, but cool air, which keeps back the
swelling buds; and if these come out too soon they are in great
danger of being injured by frost. The ice is still in the lake,
and knowing ones say we never have warm weather until the
waters are open.  There is no current in our luke, or so hittle ut
least, it s scarcely perceptible; not enough to carry the ice off,
and it melts slowly away, Heavy rains are a great help in get-
ting rid of it, and after an opening is once made in the weak crust,
a high wind will work upoen it like mugic, dashing it into frug-
ments, and piling it on the sheres, when it vanishes in a very

short time, We have known the lake well covered, and men
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walking upon th' ice at two o'clack, when at four on the same
diy—tlianks to a high wind-—the waters were entirely free.  For
some days now the ice has been lying quite detached from the
shores, looking all the more unsightly for the narrow border of
clear blue water encircling the gloomy ixlund,

Explored & sunny bank in the woods, with the hope of finding
a stray ground luurel, but we saw only the buds.  DBerrics wore

Yvery plenty ; it was a perfect bed of the squaw-vine and partridge
berry,  Stout young pines threw their branches over the bank,
and the warm afterncon sun pouring upon trees and plants,
brought out strongly the aromatic odors of buth; the air was
highly scented with this fresh, wild perfume of the forest. A
wood of evergreens is generally fragrant; our own pines and cedars
are highly so; even the fallen pine leaves preserve their peculiar
odor for some time, There is an ancient allusion to the fragrance
of the cedar of Lebanorn, in the lust chapter of the prophet Hoses,
who lived in the eighth century before the Christian era; speaking
of the mercivs God had in store for his people, he says, “I will
be as the dew unto Israel; he shall grow as the lily, and east
forth his roots as Lebunon,  His branches shall spread, and his
beaaty shall be as the olive-tree, and his smell as Tebanon.”

The little partridge plant is also very aromatic. Like the
arange-tree, this humble plant bears fruit and fowers together;
its white eups hanging side by side with the coral berries through
the mild wenther, from carly in May to the sharpest frosts in
October. 1ts true these plants grow in groups, and, altheugh
side by side, fruit and fluwer may belong to different stems; bug
we hive seen the berries and fresh blossoms on the same stalk.

There is no period of the year when you may not find the berries,

- ————— ——— s ———.
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but they are in season lute in autumn and in the sueceeding
spring.  The snow under which the_\;ﬁe for months npens them,
though they are perhaps more spicy in the autumn.  Their form
when perfeet is remarkable for a fruit; it has five sharp drooping
points at the apex, and within these lies, as it were, a second
smaller rose-colured berry, contuining the tiny seed; they are
stldom found in this mature state until 8 year old, and 1t is in
June that the berries break open and drop the sced.  The birds
are very fond of this berry, and some eat the spicy little sceds
while they reject the fieshy part. A pair of Florida nonpareils,
kept in a eage in the village, used to delight in these,

The squaw-¥ine, with its long creeping branches, is a con-
stant companion of the parividge berry the year round, com-
mon in all the woeds. Its pretty rounded leafiets are regulurly
struny ir pairs on thread-like vines, often a yard or more in Iengtl,
with here and there a large red berry in their midst; these lust
are edible, though insipid. The flowers are slender delicate pink
bells, pule withowt, deep rose-color within; they are quite fra-
grant, and oddly enough the two blussoms form but one lurze
berry, the fruit being marked with a double face, as it were, bear-
ing the remains of the two calices.

It would secem that ameng our evergreen plants a larger pro-
portion are fragrant than among their deciduous companions; it
cannot, however, be the strength of the plant which gives it this
additiona} charm, for what is so sweet as the mignivnette, or the
European violet, both fragile plants ?

Saturday, 8th—Delightful day. A white-breasted nut-hatch
among the trees on the lawn; these active, amusing birds are res-

ident in the State, but one ecannot vouch for their remaining all
res
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winter :1mm'1g our hills, as we have never yet observed them in
cold weather, It is not a very common bird here, but may pos-
sibly be found in the woods by those who look for it through the
year. We were amused by watching our Title visitor this momn-
ing; he never touched the spray, ahways alighting on the trusk,
or on a principal limb, running nimbly up some distance, and
then flviug off to another in ecaseless movement, without a mo-
ment’s intermission,  Lhis bird has other peeuliur habits. He
sleaps with his bend downwards, and he is suid 10 have one qual-
ity rare among his race; he is a curious little rogue, and seems
desitous of observing your own odd ways, while you are watch-
ing his; then, he is o remarkably geod husband, taking a vast
deal of pains to feed and amuse his Wwife, and lstening to all her
remarks und observations in the most meritorious manner.  For
several days we have observed this nut-hatch running over the
game trees, probably in scarch of some particulur insect, or cugs,
just now in season fur them.

Siunday, 0th—8x o’clock, P, M.—The lake has been opening
all duy. The ice began to break up carly in the morning ; be-
tween the time of going to church and returning, we found great
changes; and now, so fur as the eye can reach, the blue waters
are once more quite free. The day bus been cool; wind from
the north-west,

Moniday, 10th.—Loiely weather; air warm and soft. The
open lake very beautiful. A decided green tinge rising wpon
the earth; the wheat-fields are alwoys the first to show the
pleasant change as they revive after the severe winter frosts;
then the grass l'.wgins to color in the orchards, about the roots of

the apple-trees, and patches brighten in sunny sheltered spots,
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along the roadsides, and about the springs. This year, the first
grrass that turned green within view, was heneath a tuft of young
locusts, and it now continues some shades brighter than all ubout
it, though for what reason one camnot say. Possibly it muy be
owing to the fact that the locust leaves deeay soon after fulling,
and thus nourish the grass; all traces of them soon disappear;
this is also the case with the folinge of the apple, while that of
many other trees lies about the roots for months, or is blown
away by the winds., The catile, both cows and horses, seem
partial to the prass beneath the lecusts; it is amusing to wateh
them make their way in and out among & grove of young locusts
armed with thorns ; they don’t like these at all, but still the grass
tempts them in, and after feeding there, you may see them back-
ing very carefully out again. Some of the trees have a touch of
life upon their branches, though no green is yet perceptible; but
the bark on the young twigs looks glossy, and the spray thickens
with the swelling buds; the elm and soft maple flowers, the cat-
Lkins of the alder and poplams, and the downy heads of some of
the sallow tribe are budding.

Charming walk. Went out with the hope of finding some
flowers, but were unsuccessful; none of the buds were open
enough to show the coloring of a blossom. Saw two butterflies
on the highway—a brown, and & black and yellow, The cedar .
birds have come ; they winter in the State, but never, I believe,
among our hills. ARhough disappoeinted in our search for flow-
ers, the view of the lake was enjoyment enough for onc day;
standing on the hill-side within the woods, we louked down be-
neith an archway of green branches, and between noble living

oolumns of pine and hemiock, upon the blue waters below, as
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though we were gazing at them through the elaborate mouldings
of a great Guthic window—a fine frame for any picture, Several
boats were moving about, and there was a sparkling ripple play-
ing in the sunshing, as though the waters enjoyed their freedom.
Tuesday, 11th—Coming in from a walk this afterncon, we
found a beauatiful oriole perched upon the topmest bough of a
locust on the lawn; no doubt he had just alizhted after his jour-
acy, for they travel singly and by day, the mules appearing first.
The new eomers among the birds often perch in that way, with
an observing look, on their first arrival, It is early for orioles,
but we gave our guest a hearty welcome, with an invitation to
huild near the house; we seldem fuil to have one of their hang-
ing nests on our narrow lawn, and some years two families have
built here. Our visitor looked brilliantly handsorae, as he sat
high on the leafloss tree, in his coat of golden red and black; but
in spite of their fanciful costume, the orioles are just as well be-
haved as the robins—harmless, innocent birds, bearing an excel-
lent character. We all know how industrions and skilful they
are in building ; both work together at weaving the intricate nest,
though the wife is the most diligent. They are particularly affec-
tionate to their young; if any accident befulls the brood, they
grieve so earnestly that they actually forget to eat, returning re-
peatedly to the spoiled nest, as if in hopes of yet finding some
one of their little flock. Their voices ave remarkably deep and
clear, but they have few notes; those few they will sometimes
vary, however, by imilating their neighhors, betraying an inclina-
tion to mimicry. One taste they share in common with the hum-
ming-bird, and some others; they like flowers, the apple blossoms

especially, feeding on them as long as they last, and even com-
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mencing their feast befure the buds are well open. From the mo-
ment they arrive, you see them running about the apple brinchess
as if already on the watch. and so lonYy as the trees are in bloom,

you miay hear their full, clear voices in the orchards at most hours

of the day. Probably they like other flowers also, since the ap-

ple-trees are not indigennus here, and they must have begun to
feed upon some native blossoms of the forest; they are oecasion-
ally seen in the wild cherry-trees, and are said to be partind to
the tulip-trees also; but these last do not grow in our neighbo-
hood. Mr, Wilson says the Baltimore oriole is not found in the
pine countrics, and yet they are common birds here—regular mem-
bers of our summer flock ; and we have remarked they are very
often =cen and heard amony the pines of the churchyard; it is
quite a favorite haunt of theirs,

The orchard oricle, a much plainer bird, is a stranger here,
though common at no great distance. If they visit us at all, 1t
must be rarely ; we have never yet seen them about the lake,

Wednesday, 12th.—On one of the hills of Highborough, several
roiles from the village, there is & point where, almost every spring,
a lingering snow-bank iz scen long after the country pgenerally
looks pleasant and Life-like. Some years it lies there in spite of
warm rains, and south winds and sunshine, until after the first
fiowers and butterflies have appeared, while other seasuns it gaes
much earlier. Time gives greater consistency and powers of en-
durance to ice and snow, just as a cold heart grows more obdu-
rate with every fruitless attempt to soften its fountains; old snow
in particular, wears away very slowly—as slowly as an old preju-
dice! This handful of ice lying so late on Snow-Patch Hill,

would doubtless prove. in a eolder region, or among higher hills,
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the commencement of a glacier, fur it is precisely on this princi-
ple that glacicrs are formed and continue to extend until they
streteh at st into the flowery meadows, as in Switzerland, where
you find strawberries and ice in the same field,  Let a snow-bank
harden into ice by successive thaws and frosts, pass through one.
summer, and the next year it will be more than doubled in bulk,
continuing to increase in size, and consequently In strength, until
it bids defiance to the greatest heats of summer. It is in this way,
that from the higher peaks of the Alps and Andes, covered with
these wast ice mantles, five thousand vears old, glaciers stretch
far down inte the region of grass and flowers, increasing rather
than diminishing every year, since what is lost in summer seldom
equals what is added in winter,

Thursday, 13th--A solitary goldfinch on the lawn, They win-
ter about New York, but seldom return here in large numbers be-
fure the 1st of May.

A brown crecper has been runming over the locusts on the
lawn for several days; it is unusual to see them in the village, but
this bird remained so long that his identity was clearly settled,
The little fellow continued for an hour or more amony the same
trees visited previously by the nut-hatch, and during that time he
was not still a second.  Always alighting on the trunk near the
toots, he ascended to the top; then taking flight, alighted at the
roots of the next, repeating again and again the same evalutions
with untiving rapidity. If he found the inscets he was in scarch
of, he must have swallowed them without much ceremony, for he
never seemed to pause for the purpose of eating.  Probably, like
the nut-hatches, these birds neglect the smaller limbs of a tree be-

cause their prev is not found there.
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Friday, 14th—Rainy moming. Passing through one of the
‘village streets this afternoon, we saw & robin's nest in a very low
and exposed position,  The lhonest (:1‘1.‘:[?..111"-.‘:-‘: must have great
coafidence in their netrhbors, which, it is to be heped, will not be
abused. It wasontheeernice of an out-building facing the street,
and so near the side-walk, that it looked as though one could
shake hands with the inmates across the paling, It was entirely
unserecned ; a stray branch of a neighboring locust prajected, m-
" dued, above it; but if the robing expect the folinge to sheler
them, at this early day, they have mude a sad miscaleulation.
The mother bird was on the nest as we passed, sitting, of course;
she slowly moved her large brown eves towurd us us we stopped
to watch her, but without the least expression of fear ;—indeed,
she must see the village peaple coming and going all duy long, as
she sits there on her nest.

What a very remarkable instinet  is that of a sitting bird. By
nature the winged ereatures are full of life and activity, appa-
rently needing little repose, flitting the live long day throuvh the
ficlds and gardens, seldom pausing exeept to fecd, to dress their
feathers, or to sing ;—abroad, many of them, before dawn, and
still passing to and fro across the darkening sky of the latest twi-
light ;—ecapable also, when necessary, of a prolonged flight which
stretches across seas and continents,  And yet there is nnt one of
these little winged mothers but what will patiently sit, for hour
after hour, day after day, npon her unhatched brood, warming
them with her breast—carefully turning them—that all may
share the heat equally, and so fearful lest they should be ehilled,
that she will rather suffer hunger herself than leave them long

exposed. That it is no unusuul drowsiness which comes over
L
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them at this time, rendering the duty more easy, is evident, for
you seldom find them sleeping; Jdweir bright eyes are usually
open, and they look, indeed, quite thoughtful, as though already
refleeting about their little family.  The mule amonyg some tribes
accasionally relieves his mate by taking her place awhile, and amony
all varietics he exerts himself to bring lier ford, and to sing for her
amusement,  But altogether, this voluntary imprizonment of those
busy, lively creatures is a striking instance of that gencrous ea-
during paticnce which s & nobile attribute of parental affection,
There are many instanees in which a temporary change of
habit, or of character, as it were, is produced by the same powerful
feeling, where the carcless beenme watehful, the timid bold, the
wenk strong, under its influenee,  The eaygle, the chief among his
race, is & striking ivstance of this when he lowers his lordly wings
to bear a burden in behalf of his young,  This peculiar tender-
ness of the cagle, in braring its young on the back, s entirely
opposed o the common habits of birds, who almost invardably
earry their less precious burdens, their food, or the materials for
their nests in their bills, or their claws.  Whether the cagles in
this part of the world resort to the same practice one cannot say;
that the Fastern earle does so we feel assared, for it is tmplicd in
two siriking passages of Haly Seripture.  The Almighty Jehovah
who has vouchsafed to represent himself to man in the paternal
chareter, as conveving to our minds the strongest kleax of his
eompassionate providenee, when addressing his people of old,
was pleased to employ this Iimage: “ Ye have seen what T did to
the Eevptians, and how T bear vou on eagles’ wings, and brought
you unto myself.”  And, again, the inspired Prophet, when sing-

ing the salvation of Israel through the merciful care of the Al-

-
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mighty, says: “ As an eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over
her young, spreadeth abruad her wings, taketh them, beareth
them on her wings, so the Lord nlone did lead him”-—as we read
in the Song of Moses, in Deuteronomy.

Saturday, 15th.—Coot rain, at intervals, for the last dsy or
two; pleasant aguin this afternoon. . Walked in the woods logk-
ing for flowers; went some distunce in vain, but at lsst near the
summit of the hill we found a bunch of fresh ground laurel, the
first wild blssoms of the year to us, and prized accordingly;
there were many more in full bud, but no other open.

Since we were last in the woads, the squirrel-cups {Aepaticas)
have sprung up; their modest little lilue cups, in half-open buds,
are hang.ng singly here amd there over the dead leaves, and very
pretty they are in this stage of their short life; they have a timid,
modest ook, hanging leafless from their downy statks, as if half
afraid, half ashamed of beng elone in the wide woods ; for their
companion, the ground laurel, remains closcly wrapped jn the
withered leaves, It cannot be said that cither of these plants is
fairly in bloom ; they are only opening—a slow process with the
arbutus, but a rapid one with the hepatica.  The mosses are in
great beauty now ; several varictics are in flower, and exquisitely
dehcate; the dark brownish moss, with its white-capped flowers
and tiny red stalk, and a dainty companion of light green, with a
blossom of the same {int, are in perfection.  Wherever we went,
they were so abundant, and so beautiful in their spring freshness,
as to delight the erye.

Fresh grass butter frem the farm to-day,

Ddonday, 17th—A few white-bellied swallows suiling over the

village yesterdayv ; but one swallow does not make a summer, ner
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can a dozen either; we must expect cool weather yet, These
little birds are in favor in the New York markets, after they have
faltened themselves upon the whortleberries in the autumn; for
unlike their kindred tribes of the swaliow and martin race, who
live wholly, it is believed, on inscets, these are berry-eaters ulso.
They are said to be peculiar to this continent,

Tuesdiey, 16¢h,—The fishing-lights enliven the luke now, of an
evening, and they are often seen well into the night.  They are
spearing pickerel, 8 good fish, thouch inferior to some others in
our lake.  Formerly, there were no pickerel here, but some years
since they were Introduced from a smaller sheet of water, ten or
twelve miles to the westward, and now they have become sp abun-
dant that they are the most common fish we have—-taken at all
seasons and in various wuys, They are caught in summer, by
“trolling,” a long line being thrown out and drawn in from the
stern by the fisherman, who stands, while an carsman rows {he
boat quietly slong ; during the warm weather, one may see at
almost any hour of the moming or afternoom, some fishing skiff
passing slowly to and fro in this way, one man at the oars, one ab
the lne, trolling for pickerel.  In the evening, they carry on the
sport with lichts in the bows of the boats, to attruet the fizh;
they arc often speared in this way, and we have heard of their
being shot with & pistol, which seems what a sailor might call &
“ lubberly” way of attacking fish—certainly, honest Jack would not
have approved of this unfishermanlike proceeding.  In the winter,
the pickerel are also caught through holes cut here and there in
the ice—lines witl baited hooks being secured to the ice and left
there—~the fisherman returning from time to time to see what suc-

cess his snares have had.  The bors call these contrivances « tip-
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ups,” frum the bit of stick to which the line s attaclied, falling -~
over when the fish bite, The largest pickeret coucht here, nre
id to weigh about six pounds,

Wedniesday, 19th.—The great spring house-cleaning going on
in the village just now, and a formidable time it is in most fami-
lieg, second only as regards discomfort, to the troubles of noving.
Searee an object about a hause seems in its proper place—topsy-
turvy is the order of the day ; curtains and carpets ure seen hang-
ing vut of doors, windows are sashless, beds are found in passures,
chiirs are upside dawn, the ceiling i in possession of the white-
wash brush, and the mop “ has the floor,” as reportens say of Hon,
M. C’s. Meanwhile, the cleaners, relentless as Furies, pursue the
family from room to room, until the tast stronghold is invaded, and
the very cats and dogs look wretehed.  Singular as it may ap-
prar, there are some aetive spirits in the country—women spirits, of
eourse—wha enjov house-cleaning : who confess that they enjoy it,
Tt then there arc men who enjoy an election, and it was settled
ages ago that there i3 no arguing upon tastes.  Most senstble peo-
ple would be dispased to jook upon both house-cleaning and elee-
tions, as among the necessary evils of life—far enough from its
enjoyments,  One would like to know from which ancestral na-
tion the good people of this country inhent this perivdical elean-
ing propensity ; probably it came from the Duteh, for they are
the most noted scourers in the old world, though it is difticult to
believe that such a sober, quict race as the Hollanders, could have
carricd on the work with the same restlessness as our own house-
wires. Weare said to have taken the custom of moving on May-
day, from our Dutch forefathers, and I believe there is no doubt

of that fact; but then we may rest assured that a whole town
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would not set about moving the same day in Holland. In that
sensible, pradent land, not more, perhaps, than a dozen house-
holders at a time, are expected to sacrifice comfort and furniture
by such a step.  On the Zuyder Zee, it probably takes a famity
at least a year to make up their minds to move, and a ¥ear more
to choose a new dwelling.  But see what this custom has become

»under the influence of go-akeadism ! May-day, for ages associated
with rhymes, sweet blossoms, gayety, and kindly fecling, has he-
come the most anti-poctical, dirty, dusty, unfragrant, worrving,
scolding day in the year to the Manhattanese. So it is with this
cleaning process.  Most civilized people clean their dwellings :
muny nations are as neat as ourselves; some muely neater than
we are ; hut few, indeed, make such a fuss about these necessary
labors ; they contrive-to manage matlers more quietly, Even
among ourselves, some pairiotic women, deserving well of their
country, have made great efforts to effect a change in this respect,
witlin their own sphere, at Jeast; but alas? ineach instunce they
Lave, we believe, succumbed at length to general custem, a ty-
rant that few have the cburage to face, even in a good cause.

Tt must be eonfessed, however, that after the great turmoil is
aver—when the week, or fortnight, or three weeks of scrubbing,
scouring, drenching are passed, there is a moment of delightful
repase in a family ; there is a refreshing eonsciousness. that all is
sweet and clean from garret fo cellar; there is a purity in the
household atmosphere which is very ayrreeable.  As you go about
the neirhborhood, the same order and cleanly freshness meet you
as you cross every threshold.  This is very pleasant, but it s a
pily that it should be purchased at the cost of so much previous

confusion—so many pelty annoyances.
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Friday, 21st.—Fresh lettuce from the hot-beds.

Suturday, 22d.—The sky cloudy, with April showers, but we
ventured to take a short walk, There were never more brown
flowers on the elms; it is unusual to see them in such very great
abundance; the trees are thickly clothed with them, The soft
maple is also showing its crimson blossoms.  The grass is grow-
ing beautifully ; there is a perceptible difference from day to day,
and it is pleasant to note how the cattie enjoy the fresh, tender
herbage of the pastures after the dry fodder of the barn-yard.
We followed the Green Brook through the fields into the woods;
on its banks guthered some pretty pink bells of the spring beauty,

The barn swallows have made their appearance, and the flocks
of the white-billed swallows seemx to have increased by new ar-
rivals,

Monday, 24th.—The young leaves on the lilnes, eurrents,and
some early roses and honeysuckles, are springing—the first
branches to ook green. In the woods the young violet and
strawberry leaves look fresh and tender among the withered
herbage, and the older evergreens.

Tuesday, 25th.—Charming day, Went into the woods this
afternoon to gather a harvest of trailing arbutus. 1t takes many
to make a pretty bunch, for the leaves are large and often in the
way, 50 that one is obliged to use the scissors freely when mak-
ing them into a nesegay. The plant stretches its vine-like, wooily
branches far and wide over the hill-sides in thick patches; its large,
strong, rounded leaves grow in close tufts—small and large tozether
—and, although tough in texture, they are often defective in rusty
spots, especially the old leaves which have been lying under the
snow; in summer, they are brighter and more perfect. The
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flowers grow in clusters at the end of the stems, from two to a
dozen, or fifteen in a bunch, pink or white, larger or smaller,
varying in size, number, and tint; they are not very much unlike
the blwssom of a hyacinth, though scarcely so large, and not
curled at the edges.  They are very fragrant; not only sweet, but
with a wild freshness in the perfume, which is very ngreeable.
Qur search began in an old pine grove, on the skirts of the vil-
lnge, but we found nothing in flower there; the sol is good, and
there is no want of young plants of various kinds, which will
blossom by-and-bye, but at present there are no flowers to be
gathered there,  In the adjuining wood, we had ne better luck;
it is & dense growth of young hemlocks and pines, where nothing
else thrives—much the darkest and gloomiest about the village;
the sunshing never seems to penetrate the shade enough to warm
the earth, which is covered with rusty pine leaves, We climbed
10 higher ground, but no arbutus was there; still we persevered,
and at last, near the top of the hill, some remavkably fine clusters
were discovered, and from that moment they were found in
shundance. They seem often to open first on the hill-tops, but
they are in full bloom now in many places.

There is more than usual interest in gnthering these flowers,
from their peculiar habits. One may easily pass over ground
where they abound without observing them, uniess one knows
their tricks of old; for they often play hide and ga seek with
you, erouching about old stenes, and under dead leaves, and
among mosses,  But here and there you may see a pretty fresh
cluster peeping out from among last year’s withered herbage, as
though it bloomed frum lifeless stalks; and when you stoop to

gather it, raking awny the dead leaves, you find a dozen bunches
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in near neighborhood under the faded covering. DPerhups half
these sweet flowers lie closcly shrouded in this way under the
fallen folinge of the forest,  After coming at lenzth to the right
ground, this afternoon, we were very successful ; they are in full
season, and never were finer—large und very fragrant. Several
bunches of those we gathered, were growing so prettily, that it
seemed o pity to pull them; some showing their fracrunt heads
amuny rich mosses, while others were hooded in large withered
leaves of the ouk, chestnut, and maple, The sun had dropped
low while we were busy at our plensant task, but we lingered a
moment {0 look down upon the village as it lay in the valley
below, the picture of eheerful quiet, and upoen the ke, with sweet
evening tints playing over the water; and then descending the
hill at a quick pace, we sueceeded in reaching the village before
" the sun had ijuite set.

Kot a single squirrel-cup was seen on our path to-day, yet they
abound in many places,

Wednesday, 26th.—The young plants in the gardens are begin-
ning to show in those beds which were made early ; peas, beets,
&c., &o. The good people of the village are many of them busy
now with their gardens, and pleasant, cheerful work it is.  From
the time of Adam down, it has always looked well to sce man, or
woman either, working in a garden, In a village, one sees the

task going on regulurly in all the Lttle neighborhood, at the same

moment,  We thought of ponr —— » who told his worthy
maother he should like to live to sce them make gurden once more in
the village—poor feliow, he has been in his grave these five weeks,

Thursday, 27 th—Long, pleasant walk. A bumming-bird flew

past us, the first we had seen,
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Followed an old wood road for some distanee.  Squirrel-cups
in abundance ; though very regular in other respects, these little
fiowers are not all eolored alike: some are white, others pink,
Ilag, or grayish blue. They are a nice little flower, with a mod-
est, unobirusive air, which is very engaging. When they first
appear, they shoot up singly, each blossom alone on its downy
slalk; but now they have guined couraye, standing in httle groups,
gleuming gayly above the withered foliage.  Their young downy
leaves do not show yet, ulthough a few of last year's growth are
found, in & half-cvergreen state,  One often sees these flowers at
the foot of trees, growing on their roots, as it were; and perhaps it
is this position, which, added to their dewny, furred lraves and
stems, has given them the name of squirrel-cups—a prettier name,
certainly, for o wood flower, than liverwort, or its Latin version,
hepatica.

The small yellow violets are springing up; they also show their
golden heads before their leaves are out, Tt serms singular that
the flower, which is the most precious and delicate part of the
plant, should ever be earlier than the leaf, yet it is the cuse with
many piants, great and smoll; amonyg trees it is very comnion.
Doubtless there is a good reason for it, which one would like to
know, as the learned in such matiers have probably found it out.

The arbutus s now open everywhere in the woods and groves,

How pleasant it is to meet the sume flowers year after year! If

the blossoms were liable Lo change—if they were to become capri-
clous and irregular—they might exeite more surprise, more curiosi-
ty, but we should love them luss; they might be just as bright,
and gay, and fragrant under other forms, but they would not be

the violets, and squirrel-cups, and ground laurels we loved last
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year. Whatever your roving fancies may say, there is a virtus in
eonstaney which s 8 reward above all that fickle chanye can
bestow, griving strength and purity to every affection of life, and
even throwing additional grace about the lowers which bloom in
our mative fickls, We admire the strange and brilliant plant of
the green-house, but we love most the simple flowers we have
loved of old, which huve bleemed many a spring, through ruin and
sut=hine, on our native soil.

Radishes from the hot-beds to-day,

Thursday, 27th—A flock of the rusty bluck-bird or grukles »
abuout the village; they have becen roving to and fro several days,
We generally see thiese birds for a short time m autumn and spring,
but they do not remain here. They move in flocks, and attract
attention whenever they are in the neighborhood, by perching to-
gether on some tree, Half those now here are brown, both the
females and the younger males being of this color; there is a
great difference, also, between the mules and females, as regards
slze, )

All kinds of black-birds are rare here; they are said to have
been very numerous indeed at the settlement of the country, but
have very much diminished in numbers of late years. And yet,
they are still very common in some of the oldest parts of the
country, where they are a very great annoyance to the farmers.
These rusty gmkles are northern birds; the common bluck-bird, .
oceasionally seen here in small partics, comes from the south.
The red wing Back-bird or starling, we have never seen n this
county; it may pussibly be found here, but certainly is not
s0 common as t{sewhere. Nor is the cow-bunting often seen .

with us; and as all these birds are more or less gregarious, they
A
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soon attroel atfention whevever they appear, They are arrant
corn thieves, ull of them, Jt is odd, that although differing in
many respeets, these birds of black plumage, with the crow at
their head, have an especial partiality for the muize,

vafurday, 20th.—The tamaracks are putting forth their bluish
green leaves, the lightest in tint of all their tribe; the younyg
cones are ulso coming out, reminding one somewhat of small straw-
berries by their color and form, but they soon become decidedly
purple, then green, and at last brown. The tamarack s very
common about the marshy grounds of this county, attaining its
full height in our neighborhood,  There are many planted in the
village, and in summer they are o very pleasant tree, though in-
ferior {0 the Eurapean larch,  Some individuals become discased
and erocked—a great fault in a tree, whose outline is marked by
nuture with so much regularity— though the same capricious bro-
ken line often becomes a beauty in wood of a naturally free and
careless growth, This deleet is much more common among trans-
planted tamaracks, than with those you find growing wild in the
low grounds,

May let—Clowdy sky; showery; not so bright as becomes
May-day. Nevertheless, we managed to seize the right mornent
for a walk, with only a lttle sprinkling at the close. It would
not do to go into the woods, so we were obliged to be satisfied with
fullowing the highway, By the rils of n meadow fence, we
~ found a fine border of the white puccoon; these flowers, with
their large, pure white petals, look beautifully on the plant, but
they scon fall to pieces after being guthered, and the juice in their
stalks staing one’s hands badly. We yathered a few, however,

by way of doing our Maying, adding to them some violets seat-
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tered along the road-side, and & bunch of the golden flowers of
the marsly mariguld, which enticed us off the road into a low,
bogey spot, by their bright blossoms; a handsome fluwer, this—
the country people call & cowslip, thuugh ditfering entirely from
the true plant of that name,

The golden willows are coming into leaf.  The weeping willow
i not seen lere, our winters are 100 severe for it.  Some persons
think, that by watching a youny tree carefully, and giving it sev-
eral years to tuke root, witheut being discouraged by its slow
growth, it would in {ime become acclimuted; the experiment ia
now goiny on, but its success is very doubtful. At present, there
is no weeptng willow within some distance of us, excepting a cou-
ple of younyg nurslings in gardens of the village.  Not that we
aretocfar north  for this tree, sinee it s found, cven on this con-
tinent, in a higher latitude than our own, which is 427 3075 but
the elevation of this hirhland valley above the sea, usually called
200 feot, gives us a cooler climate than we should otherwise
have. The native willows of America are num(:mu;., but they are
Al smal} teees, many mere bushes; the tallest in our own neigh-
borhood, are about five-and-twenty feet high. The golden wil-
low of Lurope, however, is common here, and thrives very well,
attaining its full size; some of these in the villuge are very hand-
tome trees; they are now just putting out their first tender green
leutlets, which, as they grow larger, take a much graver color.

When we read of those willows of Dabylon, in whose shade
the childrzn of Tsrael sat down nad wept, thowsands of years ago,
we naturully think of the weeping willow which we all know to
be an Asiatic tree.  But the other day, while reading an obser-

: . R .
vation of a celebrated Haster traveller, the idea supygested itself,
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that this common impressivn might possibly be erronecus. The
present desolation of the ecuntry about Babylon s well known;
the whole regiun, once so fertile, appears now to be little better than
a desert, stripped alike of its puople, its buildings, and its vegetation,
all of which made, in former times, its surpassing glory and its
wealth,  If at one moment of a bilef spring, grass and flowers
are found upon those shupeless ruins, a scorching sun soon blasts
their besuly; as for trees, these are so few that they scarcely
appear in the general view, though, on nearer observation, some
wre found here and there, One of these, deseribed by Mr, Rich,
us anr evergreen, like the ligmun-vite, is so old that the Arabs say
it dates with the ruins on which it stands, and it is thought that
it may very possibly be a descendunt of one of the same spevies
in the hanging gardens of Nebuchadnezzar, which are supposed
to huve occupied the same site,  Jmmediately on the banks of the
river, there is also said to be a fringe of jungle, and here willows
are growing ; but they are not described us the weeping willo_w.
Speaking of the Euphrates, Sir Robert Ker Porter says: «lis
banks were hoary with reeds, and the gruy ezier witfows were yet
there, on which the captives of lsracl hung up their harps.” Now
it is scarcely probable that a writer of the merit of Sir R. Porter,
familiar with the weeping willow, as he must have been, would
describe that beautiful tree as a gray azier.  Several other travel.
lers also speak of the fringe of jungle on the Euphrates, and the
ozter growing there.  Not one of several we lave been looking
over, menlions the nuble weeping willow; on the contrary, the
impression is gencrally left that the trees are insignificant in size,
and of an inferior variety, If such be really the case, then, and

the term groy ogier be correct—if willows are growing to-day
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where willows are known to have stood ages since—is it not nat-
uril to suppose that both belonged to the same species?  Such
i the view Sir R. Porter has taken, whatever variety the trees
may belong to,  He supposes them to be the same which shaded
the captives of Israel. Altogether, after reading the passuce of
this distinguished traveller, one feels some misgivings lest the
clim of the weeping willow, in connection with the 137th Psalm,
prove unfounded.  One would like to see the proofs clearly made
out in bebalf of the weeping willow,  The assertion, that it is the
tree of the Psalmist is universally made, but we have never vet
seen a full and complete account of the grounds for this opinion ;
and, so far as we can discover, no swch statement has yet been
published. Probably, however, the question may be very easily
settled by those who have learning and books at command.”
Oziers are incidentally made mention of by very ancient authors
in connection with Babvlon. The framework of the rude boats,
deseribed by Herodotus, was of ozier. 'This at least is the word
aiven in the translation, and many modern travellers assure us
that oziers are now applicd to the same purpose by the boatmen
of Mesopotamin. Another evidence that this kind of willow was
formerly common on that ground, is found in the ruins them-
selves, M. Beauchamp, in the account of his investigations of the
remains of Babylon, during the last century, says: “The bricks
are cemented with bitumen.  Oceasionally layvers of oziers in hitu-
men ave found.” Other travellers speak of reeds ulso in the bitumen;
&0 that the plant, and the tree, named by Sir R. Porter, as now
found on the banks of the Euphrates—the ozier and the reed—
are thus proved, by the most clear and positive evidence, to have

also existed 1there in ancient times,
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Two versions of the 137th Psatm have been given to the Chriztian
world by the Chureh of Englind, and they differ in some minor
points of the translations,  That in the Psalter of the Prayer Book
was one of the earliest works of the Reformation, taken from the
Septungint, in the time of Archbishop Cranmer. Tt dues not
name the tree on which the Tsraelites bung their harps. ¢ By
the waters of Bubyion we sat and wept when we remembered
thee, O Bien.  As for our harps, we hanged them up upon the
trers that arve thercin.  For they that led us away eaptive required
of us then a song und melody in our heaviness,  Sing us one of
the songs of Sien.”  The trunsdation in the lloly Bible, made
luter, from the original, approaches still nearer to the simple dig-
nity of the Hebrew: « By the waters of Babvien there we sat
down, yen, we wept when we remembered Zion,  We hanged
our harps upon the willowes in the midst thereof.  For there, they
that carried us away captive required of us a song; and they that
wasted us required of us mirth, suying, Sing us one of the songs
of Zion.”

The two translations of this noble Psulm, also differ slightly
in their last verses. In the Prayer Book, these verses stand as
follows: «Q, dsughter of Babylon, wasted with misery, vea,
happy shall he be that rewardeth thee, as thou hast served us.
Blessed shall he be that taketh thy children and dasheth them
against the stones.”  The translation of the Toly Hihle, by eloser
adherence to the original, in a single phrase becomes more di-
rectly prophetic in character: O, daughter of Dabylor, who art
to be destroyed {or wasted), happy shall he be that rewardeth
thee, as thou hast served us.  liappy shall he be that taketh
and dasheth thy little ones agninst the stones.”
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T the utmost has this fearful prophecy been fulfiifed : Buby-
la has been destroved ; the erueltivs with which she visited Je-
rusalem were repuid her in full by the awful justice of the Al-
mighty, and the happy fame of her Persian conqueror has long
been firmly fixed in histery.  What sulilime, prophetic power in
thise simple words—“ who art to be destroyed "—when ad-
dressed by the weeping eaptive to the mighty city, *hen in the
lwirht of her power and her pride! That destruction s long
siner been complete ; Babylon is wasted indeed ; and we learn with
interest from the traveller, that beside her shapeless ruins, stand
the “ gray ozier willows, on which the captives of Israel hung up

i3

their harps;” mute and humble witnesses of the surrounding
dezolation.

Wednesday, 34 —Pleasant walk on the open hill-side.  Sweet,
quiet day ; if the leaves were out, they would not stir, for “the
winds are all asleep.  Walking over pasture-ground, we did not
find many flowers: only a few viulets here and there, and soms
young strawberry flowers, the first fruit-bearing blossom of the
vear, The fern is coming up, its woolly heads just appearing
above ground, the broad frond closely rolled within; presently the
down will grow darker, and the leaves begin to uncurl, The
humming-birds, and some of the many warblers, use the wool of
the youny fern-staiks to line their nests.

The valley looked pleasantly from the hill-side this afternoon;
the wheat-fields are now very brilliant in their verdure, some of
a golden green, others of a deeper shade.  Nearly half the fields
are ploughed this season, and the farms look like new.made gar-
dens.  As we stood on the quiet, open down, a sweet song, from

o solitary bird, broke the stillness charmingiv: it came from the
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edre of a bare wood above, but we could not sce the little
singer,

The beeeh-bushes have a cumical ook at this season, growing
many together, and huddling their dead leaves so tenaciously about
their lower branches, they put one in mind of a flock of bantam
chickens, with well feathered lews; one would think these warm
Muy-days, they would be glud to throw oft their winter furbrlows,

Thursday, 4th—Dotatoes planted in the garden to-day.  First
mess of asparngus. Also, ice at table.

The chimney-swalluws have come in their usual large num-
bers, and our summer flock of swallows is now eomplete.  Of
the six more common varieties of this bird found in North Amer-
iea,* we hiave four in our neighboriwod, and the others are also
found within a short distance of us,

The white-bellied swallows came first to the village this year;
thay ure generally supposed to be mther later than the barn-swal-
lows, This pretty bird has been confounded with the European
martin; but it is peculinr to America, and confined, it would seem,
to our part of the continent, for their summer flight reaches to the
fur countries, and they winter in Louisiana,  Jt is said to resem-
ble the water-martin of Europe in many of its habits, being par-
tial to the water, often perehing und roosdng on the sedges;
they are very numerous on the coast of Long Isiand, but they
are also very common in this Inland county, Oceasionally, you
see them en the braneles of trees, which is not wsunl with others

of their tribe.

* Thres other varialics have been observed in North America, bus they ara il .
rare.  The beautiful violet-green swallow of the Rocky Mountaing, Yaux Chim-

noy Swift, on the Columbin, and the rough-winged awallow of Louisinns,
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The burn-swallow resembles, in many respects, the European
chimney-swallaw ; yet it i, in fact, o ditfferent variety —entirely
American. Where the Evropenn bird is white, ows s bright
chestout.  They are one of the most numerous birds we have;
searcely a barn in the ecountry is without ‘hem; they seldom
chonse any other building for their home.  They are very busy,
cheerful, happy tempered ereatures, remirkably peaceable In their
dispositiom, friendly to each other, and to man also,  Thoush
living s many together, it is remarkable that they do not quarrel,
showing what may be donc in this way by sensible birds, though
very sensible men and women seem, too often, to feel no seruples
about guarrelling themselves, or helping their neighbors to do so,
Ther are often seem at rest on the barn roofs, and just before
leaving us for a warmer climate, they never fail to collect out of
doors on the feaces and plants, .Thoy go as far north as the
sources of the Mississippl, and winter far bevond our svuthern
houndary,

The chimney-swallow is also wholly American. The European
bird, which builds in ehimneys, is very different in many respects,
placing its nest frequently in other situations, while our own is
never known, under any circumstances, to build elsewhere.  De-
fore tue country was'civilized, they lived in hollow trees: but
now, with a unanimity in their plans which is very stnking, they
have entirely deserted the forest, and taken up their abode in our
chimness. They still use twigs, however, for their nests, show-
ing that they were originally a forest bird ; while many others, as
the robin and the oricle, for instance, gladly avail themselves of
any cirilized materials they find lying about, such ax sirings,

thread, paper, &c., &e. Our chimney swift has nn heauty to
sl
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boast of ; 1 is altegether plain, and almost bat-like in appearance,
but, tn its way, it is remarkably clever and skilful. It is as good
at clinging to a bare wall, or the trunk of a tree, as the wood-
pecker, its tail being shaped Qike that of those birds, and used for
the same purpose, as a support. - The air is their peculiar element;
here they play and chase the inscets, and feed and sing after
their fashion, with an eager, vapid twitier; they have Little to do
will the earth, and the plants, and the trees, never alighting, ex-
cept within a chimney.  They feed entirely on the wing, sup-
plying their young also, when they ave able to fly, in the same
manner, and they seem to drink {lying as they skim over the
water, A cloudy, damp day is their delight, and one often sces
them ont in the min,  How they proride the {wigs for their nests,
one would like to know, fur they are never observed looking for
their materials on the gmund; or about the trees ;— prohably they
pick them up as they skim the earth,  Their activity is wonder-
ful, for they are on the wing earlier and later thun any other of
their busy tribe.  Often of a summer’s evening one sees ther
piss when it is quite dark—near nine o’clock—and the next morn-
ing they will be up, perhaps, at three ; they are said, indeed, to
feed their young at night, so that they can have but little rest at
that season,  Bome persons shut up their chinmers agmnst them,
on accaunt of the noise, which keeps one awake af times; and
they have: a trick of getting down into rooms through the fire-
- place, whiclt is troublesome to neat housckeepers; the greatest
objection against them, however, is the rubbish they collect in
the chimneys.  Btill one cannot quarrel with them ; for their rapid
whecling flight, and eager twitter about the roof of a house, gives

it & very cheerful charactev throngh the summer. They will not
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duild in a flue that is wsed for fire, but mind the smoke s0 little
that they go in and out, and put up their nests in an adjoining
flue of the same chimney, They remain later thun the barn-
swatllow, go farther north in spring, and winter bevond the limits
of our northern continent.

The purple martin is another bird belonging to our Western
World, entirely different from the martin of Furope; it is a hird
of wide ranyge, however, aver this continent, reaching from the
Eiquator to the northern fur countries.- The lreest of its tribe,
1t is a4 very bold, eourageous creature, attacking even hawks and
euglis when they come into its neighborheod ; but # is alwnys
very friendly and familar with man,  Mr, Wiken mentions that
Roe only the white man builds his martin-house for these friends
of his, but the negroes on the southern ]>I;ml:ttinus put up long
canes with some contrivance to invite them to Tuild shout their
huts; and the Indians also cut off the top branch of a sapling,
near their wigwams, and hang a gourd or calabish an the prongs
for their convenicnce.  Althaugh these birds are =0 commen in
mist parts of the country, yet they are comparatively rare with
us. Formerly they are said to have been more numerous, but
at present so littie are they known, that most people will tell you
there are none about the village. On making inguiriex, we found
that many persons had never even heard their name.  Bird-nesting
boys know nothing of them, while farmers and gardencrs, by tne
half dozen, told us there were no martins about.  We stopped
before an out-building, the other day, with a martin-housc in the
gable, and asked if there were any birds in it. *There are no
martins in this neighborhood,” was the answer, adding that they

had been seen some dozen miles off.  Again, passing tlrongh 2
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barn-yard, we asked a boy if there were any marting there.
“ Martins 2" he inquired, looking puzzled.  * No, marm; 1 never
hewrd tell of such birds herenbouts,”  The same gquestion was
very often asked, and only, in two or three instunces, recoived a
diflirent answer; some elderly persons replying that formerly
there cerlainly were murtins here, At length, however, we dis-
covered a few, found their abode. and observed them coming and
going, wnd & litthe later, we saw others on a farm about two miles
from the village ; still, their numbers must be very small when
compared with the other varicties which everybody knows, and
whicll are &lmost constantly in sight through the warm weather.
It is possible that the flock may have been diminished, of late
vers, by some accidental cawse; but such, at least, is the state
of things just now,

The pretty little bank-swaltow, another very common and nu-
mercus tribe, is entirely a stranger here, though found on the
banks of lakes and rivers at no great distance; we have seen
them, indeed, in targe fluocks, among the sand-hills near the Sus-
quehanna, just beyond the southern bordérs of the county. This
is the only swallow comimon to both hemispheres, and it is of this
bird that M. de Chateaubriand remarks he had found it every-
where, in all his wunderings over Asia, Africa, Europe, and
America,

That the chiff-swallow should also be a stranger here, is not at
all remarkable; a few years since, there were none east of the
Mississippi.  In 1824, a single pair first appeared within the
limits of New York, at atuvern near Whitehall, a short distance
froma Lake Champluin; shortly after Gov. De Witt Clinton intro-
duced them to the world at large by writing a notice of them;
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they are now mpidl)"im'rcasing and spreading themsclves over the
country. The Rocky Mountiins seem to have been their great
rallving ground ; they are fuund there in great numbers; and as
the Prinee of Canino observes, they have advanced eastward to
meet the white man, These new-comers remain but a short time,
about six weeks in June and July, and then disappear agnin, tuk-
ing fight for tropien] America, They are entirely unknewn in
Eurupe, or any part of the old world.  They have more variely
in their markings than most swallows,

Friduy, 5th.—Fine shower last night, with thunder and light-
ning ; everything growing delightfully. Such davs and nights
as these, in early spring, the etfect produced on vegetation, by
electricity and min together, is really wonderful. M. de Candolle,
the great botanist, mentions un instance in which the brunches of
& grrupe-vine grew, during a thunder shower, no less than an inch
and a quarter in the course of an hour and & half! Really, at
that rate, one might almost see the plant grow.

The young buds are coming out beautifully; the tufts of scar-
let flowers on the soft maples are now deintily tipped with the
tender green of the leaf-buds in their midst, and the long precn
flowers of the sugar maple have come out on many trees; yes-
terday, there were none to be seen, White blossoms are opens
ing in drooping clusters, also, on the naked branches of the June-
herry ; this is a tree which adds very much to the guyety of our
spring ; it is found in every wood,and always covered with long
pendulous bunches of flowers, whether a small shrub or a large
tree. There is one in the churchyard of great beauty, a tree
perhaps five-and-thirty feet in height; and standing among ever-
greens as it does, it inoks beautifully at this season, when eavered
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with its pendant white blossoms,  There is a tree in Savay, called
there, the amelanchier, near of kin to this of owrs. . The poplar,
or peppels as the country people eall them, are already half-
leaved. How rapid iz the advance of spring at this mowent of
her joyous approach!  And how beantiful are all the plants in
their graceful growth, the humblest herb unfulding its every leaf
in Leauty, full of purpose and power!

Suw a little blue butterfiy on the highway,  Gathered a fine
buneh of pink ground Jaurel, unusually lurge and fragmnt, they
have quite out-lasted the squirrel-cups, which ave withered,  Saw
> o fine maroon moose-flower—its three-leaved blissom  as large

as a tulip—the darkest and largest of our carly spring flowers.

Suturduy, 6th—Warm, soft day. The birds are in an ecstasy,
Goldfinches, orioles, and blue-birds enliven the budding trees
with their fine voices and gay plumage; wrens and song-sparrows
are hopping and singing about the shrubhery ; robins and chip-
ping-birds hardly move out of vour way on the grass and pravel,
and seores of swalluws are twitiering in the air, more active, more
chatty than ever ;——ull busy, zll happy, all at this season more or
less musical.  DBirds who scarcely sing, have & peculiar cry,

Leard much more clearly and frequently at this sesxon, than any

other ;—the twittering of the swallows, for instance, and the pro-

lunged chirrup of the chipping-bird, so Tike that of the Incust,

when heard from the trees, The little ereatures always enjov a

fine day extremely, but with more zest during this their honevmoon,

than at any other season, Qur summer company have now all
arrived, or, rather, out runaways have come back; for it iz plea-
sant to remember that these are really at home here, born and

s ruiied, us the Kentuckians say. in these groves. and now have
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come back to huild nr sts of their own among their native branches.
The happiest portion of their bird-life is possed with ws.  Many
of those we see flitting about, at present, are doubtless building
within sight and sound of our windows; some vears we have
counted between forty ard fifty nests in our own trees, without
including a tribe of swallows.  Many birds like a village life; they
serm to think man is a very good-natured animal, building ¢him-
nevs and roofs, planting groves, and divring gardens for their
especial benefit; only, they wonder not a little, that showing as

he does a respeetable portion of instinet, he should yet allow

thoze horrid ereatures—boys and eats—to run at large in his
domain.

Mowday, 8th.—On many of the sugar maples the long flowers
are hanging in slender green elusters, while on others they have
not yet eoroe out; and year after year we find the sume diflerence
between various individuals of the same species of maple, more
marked, it wonld seem, among these than with other trees,  Some
are much in advance of others, and that without any apparent cause
—trees of the rame age and rize growing side by side, varving this
way, showing a copstitutional dilference, like that observed in
human betngs among members of one family. Frequently the
yvoung leaves of the sugar maple are only a day or two behind
the flowers; they begin to appear, at least, at that time, but on
others, agauin, they wait until the blossoms are falling.  These
green flowers hanging in full elusters on long filaments, give
a pleasing character to the tree, havine the ook of foliage 2t o
little di<tance, Generally they ave a pode wreen, but at times, on
some trees, straw-color, The suzar m:lpln:, unlike many other

flowering trees, do not blossom voung : the Incusts, amelanchiers,
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fruit trees generally, &e., &e., blossom when mere shrubsthreeor
four feet high; but the sugar maple and the scarlet maple are
good-sized trees before they flower,  There are several about the
\'ill:lgc which are known to be twenty years old, and they have
not yet blossomed. .

The American maples—the Inrger sorts, at least—the sugar, the
scarlet, and the silver maples, are assuredly very fine trees. A
healtbful luxuriance of growih marks their churaeter ; regular and
somewhat rounded in form when allowed to grow in freedom,
their branches and trunks are very rarely distorted, having almost
ivariably an easy upward inclination more or less marked. The
bark on younger trees, and upon the Hmbs of those which are
older, is often very benutifully mottled in patches or rings of
clear grays, lighter and darker—at times almost as white as that
on the delicate birches, The northern side of the branches is
usually with us much more speckled than that toward the south.
Fhey are also very cleanly, free from troublesome vermin or in-
sects. Few trees have & finer foliawe ; decep lively green in color,
while the leaves are large, of a handsome form, smooth and
glossy, and very numerous; for it is a peculiarity of theirs, that
they produce every year many small shoots, each well covered
with leaves. When bare in winter, one remuarks that their fine
spray is decidedly thicker than that of many other trees, To
these advantages they add their early flowers in spring, and a
beautiful brilliancy of coloring in the autumn. The Eurcpean
mapile, a dilterent tree entircly, comes into leaf after the elm, and
is even later than the nsh; but those of this part of the world
have the further merit of being numbered among the earlier trees
of the forest.

S
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Nor dees the luxuriant beauty of the maple mislead us as to
its properties; it is a highly valuahle wood.  We should be very
thankful for its sugur, if that imported from other regions could
not be procured ; to the Tndiuna it was very precious, one of the
very few luxuries known to them. In winter, it ranks with the
better sorts of fuel for heat und & cheerful blize, und the ditferent
kinds are emploved for very muny useful and ornamental puor-
poses. A Jarge amount of furniture of the better sort is made of
the viarious maples. A few years bock, maple ranked nest to
malioguny for these purposes, but lately black walout has been
more in faver. With the exception of the ash-leuved vuriety,
Western tree, all the Ameriean maples ire said to be found in this
county. The moose-wood,* n small tree of graceful, niry prowth,
and bearing the prettiest flowers of the tribe, to whose young
shoots the monse is said to have bren-so partial; the mountain
maple, & shrub growing in thick clumps with an upright flower,
the scarlet maple, the silver, the sugar, and the black sugar ma-
ples, are all included among our trees. They all, except the
shrubby mountain maple, yield & portion of sweet sap, thouul:
none is 8o liberal in the supply as the common sugar maple, The
very Jurgest trees of this kind in our neirhborhood are said to be
about three feet in dinmeter, and those of forest growth atlain to
a great height, from sixty to cighty feet; but the common maples
about the country are rarely more than eighteen inches in diam-
eter, and forty or filty feet high.t As their wood is usually sound

* Zometimea twenty feet bigh, in Uhis eounty,
+ The =ngur maple does not thrive in England, seldom growing there 1o more
than fiftcen foet in height. The silver maple, on the contrary, snceceda vory well

in Exrope.
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and licalthy, they probably attain to the age of the elm, or ash,
&e., &e., but we bave never Leard any sceurate caleulations on
the subject.

Luesduay, 0tk ~=The luke very beautiful ; there is often, nt this
time of the year, 2 delicacy and softpess in the waters, produced,
no doubt, by the atmosphere of & still spring day, which is in
beawtile] harmony with the scison.

A pleasant hour toward evening, paeing to wnd fro under a
mild, cloudy sky, aear the bridge; the birds seem to lave col-
levted there for our especind mmusement, but in reality, were at-
tracted, no doubt, by some insects from the water; # was a
grealer gathering than we have secn this spring, and several
umong the party were of more interest than ususl.  Bwallows by
scores, chimney, barn, and white-bellied, were sailing about us in
ceaseless motion, now passing above, now helow the bridge, often
so near that we might almost have touched them, A Phoebe-
bird sat quictly en a muple branch within a stone’s throw, giving
us u song ever and anen, as we passed up and down; they have
w trick of sitting in that way on the same twig, at no great dis-
tance from their nest, and they are much given to build about
bridges, Hobins were there, of course, they are never out of
sight at this season; spurrows were stealing in and out of the
bushes, while goldiinches and blue-birds were coming and goiag.
DBt these were all familinr; i was o couple of little birds flut-
teving about the blossoms of & red muple, that chiefly atireted
our atlention, from their nevelty ; their yellow, and red, and brown
markings, and peculiar quick, restless movements among  the
branches, were new to us,  They were half an hour in sight, and

several times we stood very near the muples where they were

- ——— t s e i s
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feeding ; one of them flew away, but the other remained, coming
wearer wnd nearer, from brnch to branch, from tree to tree, until
he reached the fence by which we stood. We were very anx.
jous to diseover what bird it was, for under such eircumstances,
it is tantalizing not to be able to sctile the question. We sup-
pused, at first, that they were strungers, on their way north, for
ahout this time, many such transient visitars are pas<ing northe
ward, and only loitering here and there by the way, It is not
wanl, however, for such birds to travel in puirs, and these svemed
mitted, for ufter one had flown away down the river, the other
showed a strony determination to take the same course, ag though
there might be the beginning of a nest in that direction,  1e madea
matian toward tiking flieht, then observing us, stopped ; we stond
quite still in the wulk, the bird sitting on the branch {or a min-
ute or more. Then again he made a movement, and took Hight in
the direction which erossed our path; but, silly little fellow that
lie was, after fying a yand or two, which brought him immedi.
ately hefore us, where we might easily have strock him with a
parasol, his eourage failed: he eontinued fluttering on the spot,
or rather Iving-to in the air, as a sailor might say, when, awk-
wardly changing his direction, he flew hack to the very branch he
had quitted.  An uousual mancaeuvre this, fora bird ; and strange-
Iy encuch, he repeated this proceeding twice, seeming very anx-
ious to follow his companion down the river, and vet dreading to
pass so near such formidable creatures as ourselves.  Again he
took fliglt, agnin he paused and fluttered just before us, again
rcturned to the branch he had left,  Silly littke thing, he might
easily have soared far above us, instead of passing so near, or

gitting on a branch where we could have killed him a dozen times
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over, if wickedly inclined ; but he behaved so oddly, that had we
been either snakes or witches, we should have been aceused of
fascinating him.  Again, the third time, he took Hight, and prsse
ing near us as quickly as possible, his heart no doubt beating ter-
ribly at the boldness of the feat, he succeeded at last in cross-
ing the bridge, and we snon lost sight of him amoug the bushes
on the bunk.  But while he sat on the branch, and especially as
be twice fluttered with distended wings before us, we saw his
markings very plainly ; they came newrer to those of the yellow

~red-poll than any other hird of wlhich we eould obtain a plate,
This is 4 southern hird, seareely supposed to breed so fur north,
I believe, and it is quite possible that the strangers may have been
somue other vuriety, The yellow red-poll, however, is said to be
very partial to the maple flowers, and these were found feeding
on the maple blossoms, hopping from one tree to another,

This pretty stranger had scarcely flown awav, when a great
awkward kinglisher rose from the river, passing above tlie bridge,
sereaming with surprise when e found a human ereature nearer
than he had supposed ; he also flew down the river.  Then a party
of ehividees alighted among the alder bushes, These were follow-
ed by a couple of beautiful Little kinglets, ruby erowns, among the
smitlest of their race; and while all these lesser birds were mov-
ing about us, a great hawk, of the largest size, eame along from
the luke, and continued wheeling for some time over a grove of
pines in an adjoining ficld,  We were not learned enough te know
what vancely of hawk this was, but every other bird of that ma-
merous fluck—robins, sparrows, swallows, ruby erawns, blue-birds,
galdfinch, Phabe-bird, chieadee, kingfisher, and the doubtful yel-
low red-poll—were all varieties peculiar to America,

e S il
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Wednesday, 10th—More or less miny and showery for the last
day or two. It has thus far been raining steadily ull day, which
duovs not happen very often; the fires are lighted again.  Much
too wet for walking, but it is pleasant to wutch the prowth of
things from the windows. The verdure has deepened severul
shades during the last four-and-twenty hours; all the trees now
show the touch of spring, excepting the lecusts and sumachs, in
which the change is searcely perceptible.  Even the distant for-
est trees now show a light green coloring i their spray, and the
pluughed fiekls, sown wilth oats sone ten days since, are chang-
ing the brown of the soil for the green of the young bindes,

The rain seems to disturb the birds very little, they are hopping
about everywhere in search of their evening meal,

Thuraduy, 1)th,—Black and white creepers in the shrubbery ;
they are a very pretty bird, so delicately formed. A large party
of purple finches also on the lawn; this handsome bird comes
from the far north at the approach of severe weather, and win-
ters in different paits of the Union, according to the churacter of
the season ; usually remaining about Philadelphia and New York
until the middle of May. Some few, however, are known to pass
the summer in our northern counties; and we find that a certain
number also remain abeut our own lake, having frequently met
them in the woods, and occasionally observed them about the vil-
lage gurdens, in June and July. Their heads and throats are
much mere crimson than purple just now, and they appear to
great advantage, feeding in the fresh grass, the sun shining on
their brilliant heads; more than half the party, however, were
brown, as usual, the young males and femules being without the

red coloring. They feed in the spring upon the blossoms of flow-
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ering trees; but this afterncon they were cating the seeds out of
decayed apples seattered about the orchards,

Alse saw agnin one of the strange birds—yellow red-polls—we
watched near the bridge, but could not approach as near as at the
first interview | he wus in our own garden amony the beds, appa-
rently eating inseets as well as maple Llossoms,

Wulked in the woods.  The fly-honeysuckle is in 1ull leaf, as
well as in flower; it is one of our earliest shrubs,  We have sev-
eral varictics of the honeysuekle tribe in this Bate.  The scurlet
honeysuckle, so commen in our gardens, is a native plant found
near New York, and extending to the sonthward as far as Carolina,
The frugrunt woodbing, also cultivated, is found wild in many woods
of this State; the yellow honeysuckle grows in the Catkill Moun-
twins ; & small variety with greepish yellow flowers, and the hairy
boneysuckle with pale yellow blossoms and lurge kaves, are
among our plants. There are also three varicties of the fly-
honeysuckle, regular northern plants, one bearing red, another
purple, ancther blue berries; the first is very common here,
found in every wood ; there is said to be a plant almost identical
with this in Tartary.

Friduy, 12¢h.—The aspens are in leaf, and lovk beautifully on
the hill-side, their tremulous foliage being among the very earliest
to pluy in the spring breezes, as their downy seeds are the first of
the year to fly abroud jthese are as common in the wood at one
moment in the spring, w3 the thistle-down later in the scason
among the fields ; one often sees them lying in fittle patches along
the highway, leoking like a powdering of snow-finkes.  The birds
of some more delicate tribes use this down to line their pests—

the humming-bird, for instance, We have been lecking snd in-
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quiring for the Tackamaliac, the great northern or balsam poplar; «
it is found st Niagara and on Lake Champlain, but the farmers
about here scem to know nothing of it.  Tlas is a tree of some
interest, from the fact that it preserves its size longer thin any
other woud as it approaches the pole, and the greuter portion of
the drift-wood in the aretic seas belong to this species. On the north-
west coust, it 1s said to attain a very great size, one hundred and
sixty feet in height, and twenty feet in diumeter ! Poplars, through
their ditferent varietivs, appear to streteh far over the globe, some
being found in the beart of the warm countries of Southern Eu-
rope and Asia, others on the skirts of the arctic regions,  The
wood used for architectural purpuses in the sultry plains of Meso-
potamia is said to be almost wholly a variety of the poplar, a na-
tive of Armenia, which is the region of the peach.

Saturday, 13th.—It still continues showery, in spite of several
attempts to clear, We have had much more rain than usual
Litely. A high gust came sweeping down the vulley this after-
noott, driving the rain in heavy sheets before the face of the hilly,
while pines and hemlocks were tossing their arms wildly on the
mountain-tops, and even the bare locusts bent low before the wind ;
white-caps were rolling with much more power than ususl in our
placid lake; the parden-walks and the rouds were flooded in a
moment, and pools formed in every hollow on the lawn; the
water literally poured down upon us as if from some other re-
ceptacle than the clouds. Let us hope this is the elosing shower,
for one lunys to be abroad in the woods again.

Moaduy, 35th.—Benutiful day. Long drive and walk in the
hills and woods. While we have been housed in the viHagé, how
much has been going on abrond ! The Jeaves are opening rapidly,
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many of the serdet maples have their folinge quite formed and
eulored, though searcely fullsized yet. The old chestuuts and
oaks are in movement, the leaves of the last coming out gquite
pinkish, o bit of finery of which one would bardly suspect the

chiefs of the forest, but s0 it was in Chaucer’s time :

" Lvery treo well from his fellowes growe
With branches broad ; luden with leaves newo,
That epringen out against the sunne’s sheenr,

Buwe very red, und sowne a giad light greene,™

Very many of the trees open their leaf-buds with & warm ting
in the green; either brown, or pink, or purplish.  Just now, the
leaves of the June-berry are dark reddish brown, in rich con-
trast with its white pendulous flowers. Some of the small ouk
leaves, especially those of the younger trees, are the deepest
crimson ; the sugar maples are faintly colored ; the senrlet maples,
on the contrary, are pure green, seeming to have given all their
color to the fiowers; the mountain maples are highly colored,
and the bracts of the moose-wood are quite rosy, es well as
some of their leaves,  Flhms seem to be always green, and so are
the beeches; the bluck birch is faintly tinged with russet at first,
the others ure quite green. The ashes and hickory are a very
light green, 1t is said that this tenderness and vanety of tint
in the verdure, so charming in spring as we know the seascn, be-
fongs expectally to & temperate climate.  Ie tropieal countries, the
buds, unguarded by bructs lke our own, are suid to be much
durker; uond in urctie regions, the younyg leaves are also said to
be of a darker color.  One would like to know if this last asser-

tion be really correct, as it seems difficult to account for the fact.
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Flawers are unfolding on all sides—in the fields, along the
road-side, by the fences, and in the silent forest.  One cannot go
far, on any path, without finding some frosh blossoms, This s a
delightful moment everywhere, but, in the wonds, the awakening
of spring must ever be expeetully fine.  The chill sleep of winter
in a cold elimate is most striking within the forest; and now we
behold life and beauty awakening there in every objeet ; the varied
folinge clothing in tender wreaths every naked branch, the pale
mosses reviving, 8 thousand young plints arising ubove the
blighted herbage of last year in cheerful succession, and ten
thousand sweet flowers standing in madust beauty, where, awhile
since, all was dull and lifeless,

Violets are found everywhere; the moose-flowers are increas-
ing in numbers; young strawberry blossoms promise a fine crop
of fruit; the whortleberry-cups are hanging thickly on their low -
branches, and the early elders are showing their dark, chocolate
flower-buds, which we should never expeet to open white. The
ferns are also uarolling their Jong-colored fans. We gathered
some ground lnurel, but the squirrel-cups are forming their seed.

Tuesday, 16th—~Warm, cloudy day, The weather clears
slowly, but the air is delightful, so soft and bland. Strolled
away from the villuge in quict fields by the river, where slaping
mendows and a border of woud shut one out from the world.
Bweetly calm; nothing stirring but the river flowing geatly past,
and a few solitary birds flitting quictly to and fro, like messen-
gers of peace.  The sunshine is searcely needed to enbance the
beauty of May. The veil of a cloudy sky secms, this evening, to
ibrow an additional charm over the sweetness of the season.

At hours like these, the immeasurable goodness, the infinite

4



"4 RURAL HOURS,

wisdom of our Heavenly Futher, are displayed in so great a de-
gree of condescending tenderness to unworthy, sinful man, as
must appear quite incomprehensible— entirely ineredible to reason
alone—were it not for the recollection of the mercies of past years,
the positive proofs of experience; while Fuith, with the holy
teaching of Revelation, prochims « the Lord, the Lord God, mer-
ciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in merey and
goodness.”  What have the best of us done to merit one such
dav in a lifetime of follies, and failings, and sins?  The air we
brenthe so pure and bulmy, the mottled heavens above so mild
and kindly, the young herb beneath our fect so delicately fresh,
every plant of the field decked in beauty, every tree of the forest
clothed in dignity, all anite to remind us, that, despite our own
unworthiness, *God’s mercies are new every day.”

Perhaps some of us have carried heavy hearts about with us
during the month of May. There is sorrow on earth amid the
joys of spring as at other seasons, but at this gracious and beau-
tiful period the works of the Great Creator unite in themselves to
cheer the sad.  Often dwing hours of keen regret, of bitter dis-
appointment, of heavy grief, man is called upon to acknowledyue
how powerless is the voice of Lis fellow-man when offering con-
solation. It seemns as though at such moments the witty beeame
dull, the eloquent tedious, the wise insipid, so little are they en-
abled to effect.  Not, indeed, that true friendship has no bulm to
offer the afilicted; the sympathy of those we love is ever pre-
cious, and Ged forbid we should despise one kindly fecling, one
gentle word,  But as the days roll onward amid the sorrows, the
strifes, the deceils, the cares which beset our path, it must often

happen that the full measure of our grief—it may be of our
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weakness—will be known to our Muker only, We often need
much more than sympathy. The wisest and greatest among us
often rejuire guidance, support, strength; and for these, when
they fuil on earth, we must look above. Blessed is the Christian
who las then at hand the Word of Gud, with its hely precepts,
its treasures of eternal eomfort.  How often to hearts, long sinee
pissed into dust, have its sacred pages proved the one souree of
lirht when all else was darkness! And, from the Book of Life,
let the mourner turn to the works of his God; there the eye,
which has been pained with the sight of disorder and confusion,
will be soothed with beauty and excellence ; the ear, wearied with
the din of folly und falsehoed, will gladly open to sounds of gentle
harmaony from the gay birds, the patient catile, the flowing waters,
the rustling leaves, It was not mercly to gratify the outer senses
of man that these good gifts were bestowed on the earth; they
were made for our hearts, the ever-prescat expression of love,
and merev, and power. When the spirit is harassed by the
evils of life, it is then the works of God offer to us most fully
the strengthening repose of a noble contemplution; it is when
the soul is stricken and sorrowful that it turns to the wise, and
beaatiful, smile of the ereation for a clearer view of peace and
excellence :

*Varnal delight and joy, abla to drive
All sadness but despaic.””

Christian meh of ancient times were wont te illustrate the pagea
of the Holy Scriptures with choice religious paintings and deli-
cate workmanship; they sent far and wide for the most beantiful
colors; they labored to attain the purest lines, the most worthy
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expression, the most noble design. Not & page did they leave
unadorned, not a letter where cach was formed by the hand, but
showed the touch of a master;—not a blank leaf nor a mnrg.'m,
but bore some delicate traces of pious labors.  And thus, to-day,
when the precions Book of Life hus been withdrawn from the
cloislers and given o us ull, as we bear its sacred pages about in
our hands, as we carry its holy words in our liearts, we raise our
eyes to the skies above, we send then abroad over the earth, alike
full of the glory of Almighty Majesty,—great and worthy illumi-
nativns of the written Word of (rod.

Coming home through the ficlds, we found an old pinc stretch-
ed its entire length on the gruss; it must have lain there for,
years, slowly mouldering away, for it was decaved throughout
and fallen asunder in many places 8o as to follow the curving sur-
face of the ground, but the whole line was entire, and measuring
it with a parasol, we made its height to be more than a hundred
feet, although something was wanting at the sunumit. Tts éiam-
eter, without the bark, was less than two feet,

- Wednesduy, 17th,—Pleasant weather, "In our early walk, be.
fore breukfast, we found many of the bob’links playing over the
meadows, singing as they flew, their liquid, gurgling medlexr fall-
ing on the ear, now here, now there. These birds build on the
ground among the grass or gruin, but often perch on the trees,
They are one of the few birds about us who sing on the wing,
and are almost wholly meadow-birds, rarely coming inte the +il-
Liwe.  Suw summer yoellow-birds also, more wholly rolden, and
of a deeper color than the goldfingh, but not s0 preftily formed.

Muny young leaves are dotting the trees now, spray and fo-
liage both showing. The weods are quite green; the rapidity
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with which the leaves unfold between sunrise and sunxet, or dur-
ing a night, is truly wonderful ! The lony, gruceful catking are
drooping from the birches, and the more slender elusters are
also in flower on the ouks. Tha beeches are behind most forest
trees, but the leaves and some of the Aowers are coming out here
and there, It is given as a generad rule, that thuse trees which
keep their leaves longest in autumn are the earliest in spring, but
the buveh is a striking exception to this; preserving its withered
leaves tenaciously even through the winter, but putting out the
new foliuge alter muny of its companious are quite green. The
Comptenia or sweet-fern is in flower, the hrown, catkin-Tike blos-
soms are nearly as fragrant as the folinge; it is the only fern we
have with woody brunches,

Eoening, 8 o'elock.—The frogs are keeping up a vigorous bass,
and really, about these times, they often perform the best part
of the concert.  Just at this seuson, the eurly morning and late

"evening hours are not the most musical moments with the hirds ;
family cares bave begun, and there was & good deal of the nurse-
1y about the grove of evergreens in the rear of the house, to-night,
It was amusing to watch the parents fiving bome, and listen to
the family taik going on; there was a vast deal of twittering and
Quttering before settling down in the nest, husband and wife scemed
to have various items of houschold information to impart to each
other, and the young nestlings made themselves heard very plain-
Iy ; one gathered a little scolding, too, on the part of some moth-
er-rohins.  Meanwhile, the calm, full bass of the frogs comes up
from the low grounds with a power that commands one’s atten.
tion, and is far from unpleasing. It reminds one of the oboe of
an orchestra.
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Thursday, 18th.—"The violets abound now, everywhere, in the
grassy fields, and among the withered leaves of the forest; many
of them grow in charming little tufts, a simple nosegay in them-
selves ; one finds them in this way in the prettiest situations pos-
sible, the vellow, the blue, and the white. A pretty habit, this,
with many of our early flowers, growing in little sisterhoods, as
it were; we rarely think of the violels singly, as of the rose, or
the Jily; we always faney them together, one lending a grace to
another, amid their tufted leaves.

There are many different variclies.  Botanists count some fif-
teen sorts in this part of the eountry, and with one or two excep-
tions, they are all probably found in our neighborhood, There
are some eight dilfarent kinds of the blue, or purple. or gray, these
colors often changing eapriciously ; three more are yellow ; three
mare again are white, and one is parti-colored or tri-color; the
blue and purple are the Iargest,. Some of these are very bean-
tiful, with every grace of color or form one eould desire in a
violet, but not one is fragrant. It seems strange, that with all
the dewy freshness and beauty of their kind, they should want
this charm of the violet of the Old World; but so it is.  Stil),
they are too pleasing and too common a flower to find fault with,
even though scentless. The European violet, however, is not
alwavs fragrant ; some springs they are said to lose their odor
almost entirely ; the English violet, at least, which has been atirib-
uted to the dryness of the season,

Our yellow varieties are great omaments of the spring, and
very common, though not so abundant or large as the purple;
oze kind, the earliest, grows in Little companies of bright, golden
blossome, which are often out before the leaves,
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* fure rural ficlds their green resume,
Sweet flower, T love jn forest bare
T'o meet thee, when thy faint perfume
. Alone iy in the virgin sie.”

Another is much larger, and grows Bingly',

The white are quite small, but singularly enough, one of these
is frugrant, though the perfume s not so exquisite us that of the
European violet ; the sweet, white kind are sometimes gathered
as late as August, The tri-color is a large and solitury plant,
and 1 have known it fmerant, though it dues not appear to ve
always so. The violets of the Western Prairies are said to be
shirhtly fragrant, although the other flowers of that part of the
country have generally no perfume.

Friduy, 19th.—Fine, bright weather. The apple-trees are in
blossom—they opened Iast nizht by moonlicht ; not one was in
fiower yesterday, now the whole orchird is in blsom.  The orioles
have been running over the fresh tlowers ull the morning, talk-
ing to each other, meanwhile, in their clear, full tones, Deliyht-
ful walk in the evenring. 'We went down to the Great Meadow,
beyond Mill Islund; the wood which borders it was gay with
the white blossoms of the wild cherrics and June-berry, the wild
plum and the hoblle-bush, all very common with us.  The evin-
ing air was delicately perfumed throughout the broad field, but
we could not discover precisely the cause of the fragrmee, as
it did not seem sironger at one point than at another; it was
rather 8 medley of all spring odors, The June-berry is slightly
fragrant, something like the thorn,

We found numbers of the white maose-flowers, the great petals

of the larger sorts giving them an importance which no other
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early fower of the same date can claim. 'There are severn} vari-
eties of these flowers; they are quite capricious as regards color-
ing and size, some being as Jarge as [lies, others not half that
size; many are pure white, others dark, others again are flushed
with pale pink, or klac, while one kind, with white petals, is
marked about the heart with rich carmine tracery. Now you
find one pendulous, while another by its side bears its flowers
erect.  Botanists call them all Triffiums, and a eountrywonian
told me, the other day, they were all “ moose-flowers.”  Each van-
ety, however, has a scientific name of its own, and some are
called nightshudes; others wake-robins, both numes belonging
properly to very different plants. The true English wuke-robin
s an arum. The ditference in their fruit is remarkable. The
flowers, so much alike to the general observer, are succeeded by
berries of two distinet charucters: some resemble the hips of
sweet-briar in color and size, though terminating in a sharp point ;
otiiers bear a dark, purple fruit, strongly ribbed, but rounded in
character, 1 have seen these as large as the common cherry,
But although very similar in their growth, leaves, and petals, the
bearts of the plants differ very materially, & very simple solution
of what at first strikes one as singular,  We found only the white
flowers, this evening, growing on the skirts of the field. It is rave
to meet them beyond the woods, as they disappear before culti-
vation ; and these looked as though they had just stepped out of
the forest to take a prep at the world,

The border of an old.wood is fine ground for flowers. The
soil is usually richer than common, while the sun is feit there
with greater power than farther within the shady bounds.  One

is almast sure of finding blossoms there ut the right season,  In
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guch spots we also meet & mingled society of plants which it
is interesting to note.  The wild natives of the woods grow there
willingly, while many strangers, brought originally from over the
Ocean, steal gradualls onward from the tilled ficlds and gardens,
until at last they stand side by side upon the sume bank, the
European weed and the wild native flower.

These foreign intruders are a bold and hardy race, driving
away the prettier natives. It is frequently remarked by eiderly
persons fumiliar with the country, that our own wild flowers are
very much less common than they were forty years since. Some
varieties are diminishing rapidly. Flowers are described to us by
those on whom we can place implicit reliance, which we search
for, in vain, to-day. The strange pitcher-plant is said o have
been much more common, and the moeeasin-flower abounded for-
merly even within the present limits of the village, Both are
now rare, and it is considered a picce of good luck to find them,
The fragrant azalea is also said to have colored the side-hills in
earlier times, on spots where they are nows only found scattered
here and there.

Saturday, 20th.—The cat-birds are mewing about the grounds.
They have been here some little time, usually stenling upon us
unawares. They are as common here as elsewhere, and as par-
tial to the society of man, A pair of these birds built for several
successive years in an adjoining garden, and became quite fearless
and familiar, always seeming pleased when the owner of -the gar-
den appeared to work there, according to his custom, giving him
a song by way of greeting, and fluttering about close at hand as

long as he remained. Last year the family moved away, but we
4%
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still see the cat-birds on the same spot, quite at home. Whether
they are the same pair or not one cannot say,

Some persons do not admire the cat-bird, on account of his
sobor plumage ; but the rich shaded grayvs of his cont strike us as
particularly pleasing, and his form is elegant. His cry, to be
sure, is udd enough for a bird, and semetimes when he repeats it
twenty times in succession in the course of hall an hour, one feels
inclined to box his ears. It is the more provoking in him to in-
sult us in this wiy, because some of his notes, when he chooses,
are very musical—soft and liquid —as different us possible from
his harsh, grating cry. Like his cousin, the mocking-bird, he
often deserves w good shaking for his caprices, both belonging to

the naughty class of “Dbirds who can sing,

and won't sing,” ex-
cept when it suits their faney,

The cat-bird is a great bather, like the goldfineh,  Heis suid to
use the cast-off skins of snakes to line his nest, whenever he can find
them.,  He leaves us in October, and winters on the Gulf of Mexico,

Monday, 224.—The apple-blossoms are charmingly fragrant
now; they have certuinty the most delightful perfume of alt our
northern fruit-trees,

The luter forest-trees are coming into leaf; the black walnuts,
butternuts, sumachs, hickories, ashes, and locusts. Trees with
that kind of pinnated folinge seem to be later than others.  The
Ineust is always the last to open its leaves ; they are just begin-
ning to show, and a number of others, which partake of the same
character of foliyre, have only preceded them by & week or so.
"he springs are all running beautifully clear and full now. Com
planted to-duy.
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Yuesday, 23d.—The small, yellow butterflies are fluttering
about. These are much the most numerous of their tribe; with
us among the earliest to appear in spring, and the latest to
retreat before the frosts in autumn.

Wednesday, 24th,—Warm and pleasant. The woods may now
be called in leaf, though the foiage is still & tender greer, and
some of the leaves are not full-sized. The maples, however, so
namerous in our woods, have already acquired their deep, rieh
summer verdure, The young shoots have started on the hem-
locks, each twig being tipped with tender green, a dozen shades
lighter than the rest of the foliage. These delicate lirht 1ouches
are highly ornamental to the tree, and give it a peewiar beauty haif
through the summer, for they take the darker shude very slowly.
The difference between the greens of the two vears' growth is
more striking on the hemlock than on any other evergreen re-
membered, at this moment, either the ping, the halsam, or the
Norway fir.

The hemlock spruce is a very common tree in this part of the
country, and an imposing evergreen, ranking in height with the
tallest oaks, and ashes, and elms of the forest. They are fre-
quently met with eighty feet high. The other day, walking in
the woods, we meusured one which had just been felled, and it
proved & huadred and four feet in height, and three feet two
inches in dinmeter, without the bark. When youny bushes, only
a few feet high, they are beautiful, especially when tipped with
the delicate green of the young spring shoots; their horizontal
branches often sweeping the ground, look as though they had no
other object in view than to form beautiful shrubbery, very different
in this respect from the young pines, which have a determined up-
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right growth from the first, betraying their ambition to become
trees as carly as possible.  The usual verdure of the hemlock is
very durk and glossy, lying in double rows Hat upon the brunches.
The vounger spray often hangs in lovse drooping tufts, and the
whole tree is move or less sprinkled with pretty Jittle cones which
are very ornamental.  As the hemlock grows older, it hecomes
often irrerular, dead limbs prejecting here and there, well hung
with leny drooping lichens of Hght green, which give it a vener-
able axpect.  Altogether it is the most mossy tree we have.

Some of the hemlocks have & much cloger and more compresséd
upright growth than those commonly met with; so that one is
almost tempted to believe there are two distinet varieties. Near
the Red Brook, there is a8 young wood of these close-growing
hemlocks, all having the same character; but I believe it only
accidentud,  Qccastonally, but much more rarely, the same thing
is seen among the pines,

The hemlock is ehicfly used here for tanning, the bark being
often stripped off from fine trees, which are then left to decay
stunding.  The timber is sometimes used for joists, Since the
custom of muking plank ronds bus eommenced, the farmers are
beginning to lovk with more favor upon their hemlock-trees, as
this is the only wood used for the purpose, wherever it can be
procured. A vast amount of hemlock timber must have already
been worked up for cur highways, and for paving village side-
walks; and probubly all that is keft will soon be appropriated 1o
the same purposes. Trees, sixteen inches in diameter, are now
selling in our neighborhiond for a. dollar a-piece stunding, when
taken by the hundred. Dine-trees, standing, sell for five dollars,

although they often produce forty dollars worth of lumber. The
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porcupine is said to have been very partial to the leaves and
bark of the hemlock for food.

Friduy, 25th—Beautiful day, The flowers are blooming in
throags,  Our spring garlund becomes fuller and richer every day.
The white cool-wort® is mingled in light and airy tafts with the
blue and yellow violets.  The low-cornel is opening ;. its cups are

greenish now, but they will soon bleach to a pure white. The

(-

L

eleygant silvery May-star is seen here and there; by its side the ~

tall, slender mitella, while warm, rose-colored gay-wings are lying *

ameng the mosses, and vach of these flowers has an interest for
thise who choose to make their acquaintance,

Who at first glance would think that the low-cornel, growing
scarce half a span high, is cousin-german to the dogwood, which
boasts the dignity of a tree? A most thrifty Bttle plant it is,
miking a pretty white flower of its outer cup—which in most
plants is green—and after this has fallen, turning its whole heart
to fruit; for wherever we now see one of the simple white blos.
soms in its whorl of large green leaves, there we shall find, in
Augrust, & cluster of good-sized scarlet berries. [ have counted
sixteen of these in one bunch, looking like so many coral beads,
Alhhough each plant stands singly, they are very freely scattered
about the wood, a hardy plant, growing far to the northward
wherever pine-trees are found. )

The May-starf is remarkable for its elegance, a delicate star-like
blossom of the purest white standing like a gem in a setting of
leaves, fine in testure and neatly cut. Some persons call this

chivk wintergreen, a name which is an insult to the plant, and

& Tiarella Cordiftdia, t Trirntalis Amertomms.
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to the common sense of the community, Why, it is one of the
daintiest wond-flowers, with nothing in the world to do with
chivks, or yeeds, or winter. 1t is not the least of an evergreen,
ifs Jenves withering in auturon, us & matter of course, und there is
not a chicken in the country that knows it by sight or taste.  Dis-
erminating people, when they find its elegant silvery fower grow-
ing in the woods beside the violet, eall it Muy-star; and so should
evervbody wha sees it,

The cool-wort grows in patches upon many banks within the
woods, or nenr them. It is a very pretty flower from its light
airy character, and the country people employ its broad, violet-
shaped leaves for healing purposes. They lay them, freshly
gathered, on scalds and burns, and, like all domestic receipts of
the sort, they never fail of course, but “work like a charm;”
that is to say, as charms worked some hundred yems ago. It is
the leaves only that are used in this way, and we have seen per-
sons who professed to have been much benefited by them,

The slender mitella, or fringe-cup, or fulse saniele—one does
not like a fulse nnme for a flower—hangs ils Uiny white cups at
intervals on a tall, slender, two-leaved stalk ; a pretty, unpretend-
ing little thing, which seatters its black seeds very early in the
geason, It is one of the plants we have in common with Northem
Asia,

Asfor the May-wings,* or * gay-wings,"” they sre in truth one of
the gayest little blossoms we have; growing low us they do, and
many of their winged flowers together, you might funcy them

zo muny warm lilag, or deep rose-colored, butterflies resting on

* Polygrlin Panrifilia.
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the mosses. They are bright, cheerful little flowers, seldom
found singly, but particularly social in their habits; twin blos-
soms very often grow on the same stalk, and at times you find
as many as four or five; we have occasionally gathered clusters
of a dozen or eighteen blossoms in one tuft, upon three or four
stulks. They bloom here in profusion on the borders of the woods,
by the road-side, and in some fields; we found them a day or
two since, mingled with the dandelions, in a low meadow by the
river; but they are especially fond of growing among the mosses,
the most becoming position they could choose, their warmly-col-
ored flowers lving in brilliant relief upon the durk rich ground-
work. How beautiful is this exquisite native grace of the flowers,
seen in all their habits and positions! They know nothing of
vanity, its trivial toils and triwmphs! In unconscious, spontane-
ous beauty, they live their joy-giving lives, and yet how all but
impossible for man te add to their ]iurfcctiun i a single point !
In their habits of growth, this innate grace may be particularly
observed ; there is a unity, a fitness, in the individual character
of each plant to be traced most closcly, not only in form, or leaf,
and stem, but also in the position it chooses, and all the various
accessorivs of its briefl existence, Tt s this that gives to the field
and wood flowers a charm beyond those of the garden. Pass
through the richest and most brilliant parterre in the country,
with every advintage which labor, expense, svienee, and thought
can bestow, and you will find there no one plant that is not shorn
of some portion of its native grace, a penalty wlich it pays for the
honors of culture.  They are richer perhaps, more gorgeous, the
effect of the whole is more striking, but =ingly, they are not so
wholly beautiful. o out in the month of May and June into the
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nearest fields and groves, and you shall see there a thousand sweet
plants, sowed by the gracious hand of Providence, blooming amid
the common grass, in crevices of rude rocks, beside the trickling
springs, upon rough and shaggy banks, with a freedom and a
simple modest grace which must ever be the despair of gardeners,
since it is quite inimitable by art, with all its cunning.

Saturday, 26th.—Charming day ; walked in the woods. Acci-
dentally breaking away a picee of decayed wood from the dead
trunk of a tree, we found a snake coiled within; it seemed to
be torpid, for it did not move; we did, however—retreating at
once, not caring to make a nearer acquaintance with the creature.

There are not many snakes in the neighborhood ; one seldom
sees them either in the ficlds or the woods, though occasionally
they cross our path.  The most common are the harmless little
garler snukes, with now and then a black-snake.  Not long since,
the workmen at the Cliffs were muking a road, and two of them
taking up a log to move i, a large black-snake, astonished to
find his dwelling in motion, came hurrying out; he was said to
have been three or four feet jn length, But | have never yet
heard of any persons being injured by & snake in this neighbor-
hood ; most of these ereatures are quite harmless—indeed, of the
sixteen varieties found in the Sta.te, only two are venomous, the
copper-head and the rattlesnake.

There is & mountain in the county, the Crumhom, where rat-
tlesnakes formerly abounded, and where they are said to be still
found, but fortunately, these dangerous reptiles are of a very
sluggish natwre, and scldom stray from the particular locality
which suits their habits, and where they are generally very nu~

merous. An instance is on record, guoted by Dr. De Kay, in
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which three men, who went upon Tongue Mountain, on Lake
George, for the purpose of hunting rattlesnakes, destroyed in
two days eleven hundred and four of these venomous ercatures!
They are taken for their fat, which is sold at & good price.

We found this afternoon & very pretty litdle butterfly, pink and
vellow ; it seeracd to be quite young, and scareely in {ull posses-
siun of its powers yet; we thought it a pity to interfere with its

happy career, but just begun, and left it unharmed ns we found it.

** Thaus the fresh clarion, being readie dight,
1'nto his journcy did himeelf addresse,
And with good speed bepan to take his fight
Over the ficlds in his frank lustinesse §
Amd al} the champaine ¢'er he soared light,
And ail the country wide be did posseass ;
Feeding upwon his pleasures bounteousiie,

That none gainaaid, nor none did him envis.”

Monday, 28th,—Cloudy day. Pleasant row on the lake. The
country, a8 seen from the water, looked charmingly, decked in
the flowery trophies of May. Many of the fruit-trees are stiil
in blossom in the orchards and gardens, while the wild cherrics
and plums were drooping over the water in many spots. The
evening was perfectly still, not a breath to ruffle the lake, and
the soft spring character of the hills and fields, bright with their
young verdure, had stolen over the waters, Swallows were skim-
ming about busily, We met several boats; one of them, filled
with Little girls in their colored sun-bonnets, and rowed by an
older boy, looked gayly as it passed, We Janded and gathered
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3 the singular flower of the dragon arum, or [ndian turnip, as the
country fulk eall it, violets also, and & branch of wild eherry.
Tuesday, 2th.—Amony all the varieties of birds flitting about

our path during the pleasint meonths, there is not one which is a

mere desirable neighbor than the house-wrea.  Coming early in
spring, and going late in autumn, he is ready at any time, the
senson through, to give one w song,  Morning, noon, or evening, in
the moonshine, or under a cloudy sky, he sings away out of pure
joyousness of heart.  They are pretty little ereatures, too, nicely
colored, and very delicate in their forms.  For several summers
we had a nest built under the eaves of a low roof projecting
within a few fect of a window, and many & time our littie friend,

perched on a waving branch of the Virginia crecper, would sinyg
his sweetest song, while the conversation within deors was hushed
1o hear him. His yeturn hias been anxjously watched for, this
spring, but in vain, 1f in the neighborhood, he no longer builds
in the same spot.

But the wrens have many merits besides their prettiness and
their sweet voice. They are amusing, cheerful little creatures,
and they are very true-hearted, moreover. The parents are par-
ticularly attentive to each other, and kind to their family, which
is a large one, for they raise two broods during the summer.
Unlike other birds, they do not diseard their children, but keep
an eye on the first set, while making ready for the younger ones.
Nor are the young birds themselves eager to run off and tum
rovers; they all live together in little family parties through the
season, and in autumn you fi >quently see them in this wi:y, eight
or ten together, feeding on the haws of the thorn-bushes, of
which they are very fond.
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He is a very great builder, also, is the wren. He seems to
think, like that famous old Countess of yore, Bess of Shrewsbury,
that he is doomed to build for his life.  Freguently while his mate
is sitting, he will build vou several uscless nests, just for his own
gratification ; singing away all the time, and telling his more
patient mate, perhaps, what straws he picks up, and where he
finds them. Sometimes, when he first arrives, if not already
mated, he will build his house, and then look out for @ wife after-
wards, It is a pity they should not =tay with ws all winter, these
pleasant little friends of ours, like the Furopean wren, who never
migrates, and sings all the year round. It is true, among the
half dozen vareties which visit us, there is the winter wren, who
remains during the cold weather in some parts of the State; but
we do not sece him here afler the snow has fallen, and ai best he
appears much less musical than the summer bird. Cur common
house-wren is a finer singer than the European bird ; but he flies
far to the southward, in winter, and sirgs Bpanish in Mexico and
South America. It is quite remarkable that this common bird,
the house-wren, though passing North and South every year,
should be unknown in Louisiana; yet Mr. Audubon tells us such
is the case,

The mandrakes, or May-apples, are in flower. They are cer-
tainly a handsome plant, as their showy white flower is not unlike
the water-lily, Some people eat their fruit—bovs especially—but
most persons find it insipid. This common showy plant growing
along our fences, and in many meadows, is said also to be found
under a different variety in the hilly countries of Central Asia, One
likes to trace these links, connecting lands and races, so far apart,

reminding us, s they do, that the earth is the common home of all.
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Fhersduy, 30th.—The springs are all full to overflowing, this
season.  Some trickling down the hill-sides, through the shady
woods, many more sparkling in the open sunshine of the meadows,
Happily for us, they flow freely here.  We forget to value justly a
blessing with which we are $o richly endowed, until we hear of
other soils, and that within the limits of our own country, ton, where
the thristy traveller and lis weary beast count it a piece of gond
fortune to find a pure wholesome draught at the :lose of their
day’s toil. :

This is decidedly a spring county, Mineru] waters of power-
ful medicinal qualities are scattered about within a circuit of
twenty miles from the lake. There are several within the limits
of the village itself, but these have little,strength,  Qthers farther
off have long been used for their medicinal properties—vile mesaes
to taste—and sending up an intoterable stench of sulphur, but
beautifully clear and eool. There is a salt spring also at no great
distunce from the lake, said to be the most easterly of the saline
springs in this part of the country, and at a distance of some
eighty miles from the great salt works of Onondaga.

A portion of our waters are hard, touched with the limestone,
through which they find their way to the surluce; but there are
many more possessing every good quality that the mest particu-
lar housewife can desire for cooking her viands, or bLleaching her
linen.  Near the furm-house doors you frequently see them fall-
ing from a wooden pipe info a trough, hollowed out of the trunk
of a tree, the rudest of fountains; and the same arrangement is
made here and there, along the highway, for the benefit of the
traveller and his eatile.

One likes to come upon a spring in a walk, This aflerncon we
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were seldont out of sight of one.  We counted mere than a dozen
distinet fountain-heads within a distance of a mile, One filled a
clear, sandy pool, on level grassy ground, near the bunk of the
nver; another, within the forest, lay in a little rocky basin, lined
with lust year's leaves; another fell in full messure over a durk
:htf, moistening a broad space of the rock, which, in winter, it
never fails to cover with a sheet of frost-work, More than one
lay among the roots of the forest trees; and others, aguin, kept us
compaay on the highway, running elear and bubbling through the
" ditches by the road-side, There is a quiet beauty about them all
which never fails to give pleasure. There is a grace in their
purity—in their simplicity —which is soothing to the spirit; and,
perhaps among earth’s thousand voices, there is none other so
sweetly humble, so lowly, vet so cheerful, as the voice of the
gentle springs, passing on their way to fill our daily cup.

When standing beside these unfettered springs in the shady
wood, one seems naturally to remember the red man; recollee-
tions of his vanished race linger there in a more definite form
than elsewhere ; we feel nssured that by every fountain among
these hills, the Indinn brave, on the hunt or the war-patl, must
have knelt ten thousand times, to slake his thirst, and the wild
creatures, alike his foes and his compunions, the tawny panther,
the clumsy bear, the timid deer and the barking walf, have all
lapped these limpid waters during the changing seasons of pust
ages. Nay, it is quite prssible there may still be springs in re-
mote spots among the hills of this rewion, vet untasted by the
white man and his flucks, where the suvage and the beast of prey
were the last who drank. And while these recollections press
upon us, the flickering shadows of the wood seem to assume the
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forms of the wild erentures which so lately roamed over these
Lills, and we are half persuaded that the timid doe or the wily
catamount is again drawing near to drink from the fountain at
our feet—we hear the erush of a dry branch, or the rustling of
leaves, and we surt as though expeeting to see the painted war-
rior, nrmed with flint-headed arrows and tomahawk of stone, glid-

ing through the wood toward us, It was but yvesterday that
such beings peopled the forest, beings with as much of life as

runs within our own veins, who drank their daily draught from the
springs we now eall our own; yesterday they were here, to-day
scaree a vestize of their existence can be pointed out among us.
Friday, 31st—Thunder-shower this afternoon, everything grow-
ing finely, The blackberry-bushes, very comraon here, are com-
ing into flower along the roud-sides and fences.  The white thomn
is ulzo blooming; there is a rustic clegunce sbout its clusters
which leads obe readily to admit its claims as a favorite of the
poets—the form of this flower is o simple, and the eolored heads
of the stamens are so daintlly pretty; it has been opening for
several davs, and many of the bushes, or trees mther, are in full
flower,  In this hilly climate, it blossoms late, still it saves its
credit as the flower of Muy; in the rural districts of England,
“the May "™ is snid to be a common pame for the hawthom.
Wilked ahout the shrubbery with the hope of finding a rose
open, but our search wus fruitless. Last year a few of the early
kind bloomed in May, but the presen{ season is more backw:uﬁ.
With us, the roses scarcely belong to spring, we should rather
date our summer from their unfolding; the bushes were never
more full of buds, however, and some of these are berinning to

disclose their coloring ; but the greater number are still closely
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shut within their fringed cups.  Luter in the season, we become
critici]l —we reject the full-blown flower for the half-open bud,
but juh‘t DOW we are eavser to feust our €Y£5 upon 4 rose—a {rue,
perfect rose—with all her beauties opening to the Jizht, all her

silken petals unfolding in rich profusion about her fragrant heart,






SUMMER.

Friday, June 1st.—Beautiful day. Pleasant walk. The whols
country is green at this moment, more so than at any other period
of che vear, The earth is completely decked in delicate verdure
of varied shades: the fruit-trees huve dropped their blossoms,
and the orchards and gardens are green ; the forest has just put
on its fresh foliage, the meadows are vet uncolored by the flowers,
and the young prain-fields look grassy still.  This fresh green
hue of the country is very chirming, rnd with us it is very fugi-
tive, soon passing away into the warmer coloring of midsummer.

The cedar-birds have been very troubleseme among the fruit
blossoms, and they “are still haunting the gardens. As they
alwavs move in flocks, except for a very short period when busy
with their young, they leave their mark on every tree they attack,
whether in fruit or flower, We saw them lnst week scattering
the petals in showers, to get af the heart of the blussom, which,
of course, destrovs the young fruit.  They are very much their
own enemies in this way, for no birds are preater fruit-eaters than
themselves ; they are even voracious feeders when they find a
berry to their taste, actunlly destroying themselves, at times, by
the numbers they swallow, '

There arve two closely-allied varieties of this bird, very similar
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in general appcarance aund chayacter, one coming from the ex-
treme north, while the other is found wnhin the tropics. Both,
however, meet on common ground in the temperate regions of
aur own country. 'The larger sort—the Bohemiun wux. wing—is
woll known in Europe, though soirregular in its flights, that in
former times its visits were looked upon by superstitious people
us the forerunner of some public ealamity.  Untl lately, this
bird was supposed to be unkioown on the Western eontinent ; but
claser observation has shewn that it is found here, within our own
Btate, where it s said to be inereasing, Tt bears a slrong yen-
eral resemblance to the cedar-bird, though deeidedly larger, and
differently marked in some points, It is supposed to breed very
far north in arctic countriea,  Doth birds are erested. nnd both
have a singular appendage to their wings, Little red, wax-like, tips
at the extremity of their secondary wing-feathers,  These vary in
nwnber, and are not found on all judividuals, but they are yuite
puvu]i:u‘ to themiselves.  The habits of the two vancelies are, in
many vespeets, simifar:, they are both berry-eaters, very aveguri-
ous in their Jubits, and particularly affectionate in their disposi-
tions toward one another; they erowd as near together as pos-
sible, half 0 dozen often sitting side by side on the sume hranch,
caressing one unother, and cven feeding one another out of pure
friendliness.  They have heen ealled chatterers in the Old World,
but in fuct they are very silent birds, though fussy und uctive,
which perhaps made people funey they were chatty creatures also.

The Bohemimn wax-wing s rather rare, even in Europe; and
yet it is believed that a smnll fluck were in our own neighborhood
this spring.  On two different oceasions we remarked what scemed
very large cedar-birds without the white line about the eye, and
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with a white stripe on tho wings; but they were in & thicket both
times, and not being at liberty to stay and watch them, it would
not do to assert positively that these were the Bohemian wax-
wing, Learned omithelogists, with a bied in the hand, have some-
times made great mistakes on such matters, and, of course, wn-
Jewrned people should be very modest In expressing an opinion,
especially where, instead of one bird in the hand, they can only
point to two in a bush.  As for the cedar-birds, everyhody knows
thom; they are common enough throughout the country, and are
also abundant in Mexico.  They are sold in the markets of our large
towns, in the autumn and spring, for two or three cents a picce,

Saturday, 2d.—Cloudy moming, followed h:rla eharming al-
ternoon.  Long walk. Touk a by-road which led us over the
hills to a wild spot, where, in & distance of two or three miles,
there is only one inhabited house, and that stands on the horder
of a gloomy swamp, from which the wood lis bren eut away,
while two or three deserted log-eabins along the road only muke
things look more desolate, We enjoyed the walk all (he more,
however, for its wild, rude charagter, so dilferent from var every-
day rambles,  Passed several beautilul springs in the burders of
the untenced woods, and saw several interesting birds. A hand-
some Clape, or golden-winged woodpecker, a pretty wood-pewee,
and a very delicate linde black-pell warbler, this last rare, and
entirely contined o the forest; it was hopping very Teisurely
among the flowery branches of a wild cherry, and we had an ex-
cellent opportunity of observing it, for on that wild spot it was
not on the look-out for human enemies, and we approached, un-
observed, placing ourselves behind a bush. These three birds
are all peculiar to our part of the worid.
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The rude fences about several fields in thess new lands were
pretily bordered with the Canadian violet, white and lilue; the

chinks and liollows of several old stumps were also well gurnished

Upon one of these vivlets we found a handsome colored spi-
der, one of the kind that live on flowers and take their color from
them; but this was unusually large, Its body was of the size
of u well-.grown pea, and of a bright lemon color; its legs wore
also vellow, and altogether it was one of the most showy colored
spiders we huve seeninalong time.  Searlet, or red ones still larger,
arc found, however, near New York. But, in their yavest aspect,
these creatures are repulsive. It gives one a chilling idea of the
gloomy solitude of a prisen, when we remember that spiders have
actually been petted by men shut out from betler companionship,
They are a very common insect with us, and on that aecount
mare anaoving than any other that is found here,  Some of them,
with great black bodies, nre of a formidable xize,  These haunt
cellars, and barns, and churches, and appear occasionally in in-
habited rooms.  There is a Black spidee of this kind, with a bedyv
suid to be an inch long, and legs double that length, found in the
Palice of Hampton Court, in England, which, it will be remembered,
helonged to Cardina] Wolsey, and (hese great ereatures are ealled
“ Cardinals’” there, being considered by some peaple as peeulivr
to that building. A huge spider, by-the-bve, with her intricate
webh und snares, would furm no bad emblem of a courtier and
diplomatist, of the stamp of Cardinnl Wolsey, He certainly took
« hold with his hands, in kings” palaces,” and did his share of
mischief there.

Few people like spiders. No doubt these insects must have
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their merits and their uses, since none of God’s crentures are
made in vain; all living things are endowed with instinets more
ot less admirable ; but the spider’s plotting, erceping ways, and a
sort of wicked expression about him, leud one to dislike him as a
nedr neighbor.  In a battle between a spider and a fly, one al-
ways sides with the fly, and yet of the two, the last is certainly
the most troublesume insect to man. DBut the fly is frank and
free in all bis doings; he secks his food openly, and he pursues

his pustimes openly ; suspicions of others or covert designs against
them ure quite unknown to him, and there is something almost
contiding in the way in which he sulls around you, when a single
stroke of your hand might destroy him.  The spider, on the con-
trary, lives by snures and plots; he is at the sume time very
designing snd very suspicious, both cowardly and fierce; he al-
ways moses stealthily, us thengh among encmies, retreating before
the least appearinee of dinger, solitiry and morose, holding no
eommunion with his fellows,  His whole appearance eorresponds
with this character, and it ts net surprising, therefore, that while
the fly s more mischievous to us than the spider, we yet look
upon the first with more favor than the last; for it is o natural
tmprul=e of the human heart 1o prefer that which is open and con-
fidimg to that which is wily and suspicious, even in the brute
creation,  The cunning and designing man himxelf will, at times,
find a feeling of respect and regard for the guileless and gen-
erous stealing over him, his heart, as it were, giving the lie to his
life,

Some two or three centuries sinee, when people came to this
contivent from the Old World i scarch of gold, oddly vnough,

it was cunsitlvied a goud sign of suceesy when they met with
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spiders! [t would be difficult te say why they cherished this
funey ; but accordiug to that old worthy, Hakluyt, when Martin
Frobisher and his party landed on Cumberland Island, in quest of
gold, their expectations were much inereased by finding there
numbers of spiders, “ which, as many atfirm, are signes of great
store of gold.”

They funcied that springs also were ubundant near mineruls, so
that we may, in this county, cherish great hopes of a mine—if
we choose.

Monduy, 4th.—Very warm yesterday and to-day. Thermometer
83 in the shade at noon,: Walked in the evening, The corn-fields
are now well garnished with scare-crows, and it is amusing to see
the different devices empfnyed for the purpose.  Bits of tin hung
upon upright sticks are very general ; lines of white twine, crossing
the ficld at intervals near the soil, are also much in favor, and the

crows are said to be particularly shy of this sort of network;
other fields are guarded by a number of little whirligiy wind-
mills.  QOne lurge field that we passed evidently belonged 10 a
man of great resourees in the way of expedients; for, among a
number of contrivances, no two were alike: in one spot, lurge as
life, stood the wsual man of straw, here was a tin pan on 8 pole,
there a sheet was flapping its full breadth in the breeze, here wus
a steaw bat on & stick, there an old flail, in one corner » broken
tin Dutch oven glittered in the sunshine, and at right angles with
it was & tambourine! It must needs be a bold crow that will

venture to attack such a camp.®*  Jtis strange how soon these crea-

* This ficid yielded ninety-ihres bushels of maize to the ware the following

autumn,
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tures find out where maize has heen planted, For two or three
weeks, at this season, they are very troublesome until the grain
has outgrown its seed character, and taken root. They do not
seem 1o aitack other graing much ;—at least, scdre-crows are never
seen in other fields. .

The chipmucks, or ground-squirrels, are also very mischievous
in the maize-ficlds; and the blue-jay follows the same bad ex-
ample occasiopally. In autumn, the king-birds, in addition to
the others, attack the ripe grain also, so that the maize has many
enemies.

A thunder-shower passed over the village in the afternoon, and
in the course of an hour the thermometer fell 20 degrees,

Tuesdny, 5th—Charming, cloudless day; fresh air from the
west rustling among the new leaves. Stroll in the woods; flow-
ers blooming abundantly, The wood betony, with its yellow
heads, makes quite a show this season; there is more of it than
nsual, and i is quite ornamental on that account. -

The different varetics of Solomon's seal—all elegant plants—
are now in bloom. The wise King of Israe]l must have set his
stamp upon many roots in these western forests; for the flowers
of the tribe are very numerous here, especislly the false spike-
nard, the delicate two-leaved Solomon’s seal, or bead-ruby, and
the Clintonia, with yellow lily-like flowers and large blue berries.
The tufted convallaria bifolis, or bead-raby, is one of our most
common wood plaats, very much like that of Europe, although
the flowerets are larger. It is singularly slow in the progress of
its fruit. The cluster of berries forms early in June, but requires
all suramer to ripen; at first they are green and opaque, like wax;
then, in July, they become speckled with red; in August the
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spots spread, and the whole berry is red; and, later still, in Sep-
termber, it tukes & benutiful ruby color, and is nearly tranzparent;
in which condition we have secen them as lute as the first of De-
cember.  The false spikenard goes through much the same pro.
cess, but its fruif is more frequently blasted, and the name of
bead-ruby is here confined to the smaller two-deaved plant,  The
Spretty litle lily of the walley, that charming flower of *he
gardens, grows wild in the Southern Alleghanies, but it is
" not found among the plants of these northernmost ridges of the .
chain.

We were walking in a beautiful grove where the wood had
been only partially cleared, leaving many fine trees standing, min-
gled with the stumps of others long since felled, The mossy
roots of these mouldering old stumps arc choice places for the
early flowers; one often finds the remains of an old onk, or pine,
or chestnut, encircled by a beautiful border of this kind, mosses
and flowers blended toxether in a way which art can never equal.
During many successive springs, we have been in the habit of
watching the flowers as they unfeld upon these mossy hillocks.
As usual, they are now daintily sprinkled with blossoms, for the
soi] is rich as possible in such spots, We amused ourselves with
counting the different kinds of flowers growing on several of these
little knolls. In one mstance, we found fifteen different plants,
besides the grasses, in & narrow circle about the swelling roots,
gix or eight feet in breadth; around another we counted eighteen
varieties; another showed twenty-two; and a fourth had six-and-
twenty kinds, The groundwork is usually made up of mosses of
three or four varieties and shudes, alt very beautiful, and biended
with these are the silvery leaves of the pearly everlastings. Vio-



WEKDS, Ins

lets, blue, white, and yellow, grow there, with ro::y gay-wings,*
cool-wort, fuiry-cup, or mitelly, low-cornel, May-stur, strwberry,
dew-drop, beud-ruby, syuaw-vine, partridge-plant, pipsissiwa,
pyrolas, Tuose-strife, ground-laurel, innoeenee, Michaelmas-daisies
of several kinds, perhaps the coptis, or gold-thread, and three or
four ferns. Such are the plants ofien found in these wild, posy
patehes, about old stumps, in hulf-cleared weods.  Of courxe,
they are not all in flower together; but toward the prime of the
spring, one may ag times find nearly a dezen kinds in blossom at
the saine moment. These are all native plants, gathering, as if
out of atfection, about the roots of the fullen furest trees,

Wednesday. 6th.—Coolish this moring, Chilly people have
lighted their purlor fires, Last year we had strawberries the 6th
of June, but the present season is more backward., Good walk-
mg weather to-day. I

It is a pleasing part of the elegance of May, in a temperate
climate, that few of the coarser weeds show themeelves during
that month; or, rather, at that carly duy, they do not appear in
their true character. They are, of course, very troublesome to
gardeners from the first, but they do not then obtrude themselves
upon general attention,  The season advances with great rapidity,
however, and already these rude plants are beginning to show
themselves in the frrms by which we know them,  The burdock
and nettle, and thistle, &c., &c,, are growing too pleatifully under

fences, and in waste spois; chickweed and purslane, de,, &e., .

* Gay-winga. Poly gala prucifilia; Cocl-wort, Tiarella cordufulia; Fairy-cup,
Mitilla dyphytin; May-star, Tricntalis Americana; Bend-ruby, Conveflariag
bifolia; Squaw-vine, Mitchella repens: Pavtridge piant, Guaitheria; Dow-drop,
Dalibarda.

B
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spring up in the paths and beds so freely aud so buldly, that it is
the chiaf Lbor of the month to wage war upon their tribe,

It is remarkable that these troublesome plants have come very
gencrally from the 0ld World; they do net belong here, but fol-
lowing the steps of the white man, they have erossed the ocean .
with him, A very large proportion of the most common weeds
i our fields and gardens, and shout our buildings, are strangers
to the =oil. Tt will be easy to name a number of these :—such,
for instance, as the duck and the burdock, found about every
bam and outbuilding ; the common plaintains and mallows —rey-

ular path-weeds; the groundsel, purslane, pigweed, woose-fout,

shepherd’s-purse, and lamb's-quarters, so troublesome in gardens ;

the chickweed growing everywhere; the prinpernel, celandine,
and knawel ; the ludy's thumb and May-weed ; the common netiles
and teazel; wild flax, stickseed, burweed, doorweed ; a1l the mul-
Jeins ; the most [Jesti];-nt thistles, both the comman sort and that
which is errencously ealled the Canada thistle; the sow thistles;
the chess, corn-eockle, tares, bugloss, or blue-weed, and the pigeon-
weed of the wrain-ficlds; the darnel, yarrow, wild parsaip. ox-cve
duisy, the wild garick, the acrid buttercup, and the acrid St
John's wort of the mendows; the nightshades, Fernzalem arti-
choke, wild radizh, wild mustard, or ehariock, the poison hemlock,
the henbane,—ay, even the very dandelion,® a plant which we
tread ander foot at every turn.  Others still might be added to
the list, which were enlively unknown te the red man, having
heen introduced by the Furopean race, and are now chaking
up all our way-sides, forming the vast throng of forciun weeds,

Bome of these have come from a great distance, travelling

* Dr. Torrey,
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round the world. The shepherd’s-purse, with others, & com-
mon in China, on the most eastern const of Asia.  One kind of
mallews belongs to the East Indies; another to the coast of
the Mediterranean. The gimson weed, or Datura, is an Abys.
sinian plant, and the Nicandrs came from Peru, 1t is supposed
that the amarunths or greenweeds, so very common here, have
also been introduecd, though possibly only frum the more south-
ern parls of our own country,

Some few American plants have been also carried to Europe,
where they have become naturalized ; but the number is very small,
The evening primrose, and the sitkweed, among others, have
sowed themselves in some parts of the Old World, trunsponed,
ny doubt, with the tohaceo, and maize, and potato, which are
now so widely diffused over the Eastern continent, to the very
heart of Asia.  But even at home, on our own suil, the amount of
pative weeds is stoull when compared with the throngs brought
from the Old World. The wild cucumber, 2 very troublesome
plant, the preat white convolvelus, the dodder, the ticld sorrel,
the pokeweed, the silkweed, with one or two plantains and thistles,
of the rarer kinds, ar¢ among the most important of those whose
origin is clearly settled as belonging to this continent. 1t is akbso
singular that amony those tribes which are of a divided nature,
some being natives, others introduced, the last are generally the
mest numerous; for instance, the mative chickweeds, and plan-
tains, and thistles, are less common here than tlie European
vavjeties,

There are other natwalized plants frequent in neilected spots,
about farm-houses, and along road-sides, which have niready be-

-

come 50 common as to be weeds ; the simples and medicinal herbs,
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used for nges by the goodwives of Englund and Holland, were early
broughi over, and have very generally become naturalized,—
eatnip, mint, horchound, tansy, balm, comfrey, elecampine, &e.,
&e,—immudiately take root, sprending fur and wide wherever
they are allowed to grow. It is surprising how soon they become
firmly establisiied in o new settlement ; we often observe them in
this new county apart from any dwellmg, At times we have
found them nearly & mile from either garden or houwse. The
sceds of naturalized plants seem, in many cases, to have floated
across our lake upon the water; for we have found the European
mint and catnip growing with the blue geutinn immediately on
the banks where the woods spread around in every direction for
some distance.

The word weed varies much with circumstances; at times, we
even apply it to the beautiful Hower or the useful herb, A plant
may be a weed, beeause it is noxious, or fetid, or wnsightly, or
troublesome, but it is rare indeed that all these faults are united
m one individual of the vegetable race. Often the unsightly,
or fetid, or even the poisonous plant, is useful, or it may be in-
teresling from =ome pvculi;lril_\'; and on the other hand, many
others, troublesome from their numbers, bear pleasing flowers,
taken sinely.  Upon the whele, it is not so mueh a natural de-
fect which marks the weed, as a certain impertinent, intrusive
character in these plants; a want of modesty, a habit of shoving
themselves forward upon ground where they are not needed, root-
g themsclves in soil intended for better things, for plants more
useful, more fragrant, or more beautiful.  Thus the eorn-cockle
bears a fine flawer, not wnlike the mullein-pink of the garden, bui

then it springs up among the precivus wheat, taking the place
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of the grain, and it is a wecd; the flower of the thistle is hand-
some in itself, but it is useless, and it pushes forward in throngs
by the way-side unti]l we are weary of seeing it, and everyhody
mikes war upon it; the common 5t John's wort, again, has a
pretty vellow blossom, and it has its uses also as a simple, but it
is injurious to the cattle, and yet it is so obstinatcly tenacious of
a place among the grasses, that it Is found in every meadow, and
we quarre] with it as a weed.

These noxious plants have come unbidden to us, with the grains
and grasses of the Old Werld, the evil with the good, as usual
in this world of probation—the wheat and tares together. The
useful plants produce a tenfold blessing upon the libor of man,
but the weed is also there, ever accompanying his steps, to teach
him a lesson of humility. Certain plints of this nature—the
dock, thistle, nettle, &e., &e.——are known to attach themselves
especinlly to the path of man; in widely different soils and cli-
mates, they are still found at his door.  Paticnt eare and toil can
‘alone keep the evil within bounds, and it seems doubtful whether
it lies within the reach of human menns entirely to remove from
the face of the carth one single plant of this peculiar nature, much
less all their varietics. Has any one, even of the more noxious
sorts, ever been utterly destroved?  Agriculture, with all the
pride and power of science now at her command, has appurently
accomplished but little in this way. Egyvpt and China are suid to
be countries in which weeds are comparatively rare; both regions
bave long been in a high state of cultivation, filled to overflowing
with a hungry population, which neglects searce a rood of the soil,
and yet even in those lands, even wpon the banks of the Nile, where
the crops succeed each other without any interval throughout the
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whole year, leaving no time for weeds to extend themselves; even
there, these noxivus plants are not unknown, and the moment the
soil is abandoned, only fur a scason, they return with renewed
vigor,

In thi= new country, with a fresh soil, and a thiner populatiop,
we have aot only weeds innumerable, but we observe, also, that
briers and brambles seem to acquire double strengeth in the neigh-
borhood of min; we meet them in the primitive forest, here and
there, but they line our roads and fenees, and the woods are no
sooner felled to make ready for cultivation, thun they sprirg up
in profusion, the first natural produce of the soil.  But in this
world of merey, the just curse is ever gracionsiy tempered with a
blessing ; many u grateful fruit, and some of cur most delightful
flowers, grow among the thorns and briers, their fragrance and
excellence reminding man of the sweets as well as the toils of his
task.  The sweet-hriur, move especially, with its simple flower
and delightful fragrance, unknown in the wilderness, but moving
onward by the side of the ploughmun, would seem, of all others,
the husbandman’s blossom,

Thureday, Tth.—There was an alum of frost last evening, and
cautions people eovered their tender plants, but no harm was
done, 1t happens frequently, that late in Muy or early in June,
we have a return of cool weather [ur a day or two, with an alarm
about frost, at a very criticud moment, when all our treasures are
Iving exposed ; some seasons, much mischief is done to the gar-
dens and crops, but frequently the slarm passes over and we are
spared the evil. Tt seldom happens, even after heavy frosts at
such unseasonable times, that the blight is half as severe as peo-

ple at frst suppose; things usually turn out much better than
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our fears, the plants reviving and yielding a portion of their fruits,
if not a full crop. Happily, this vear we have had nothing of
the kind—the cool moment came earlier—before vegetation was
suficiently advanced to be injured, To-day the air s very pleas-
ant and summer-like.

Walked on Hannal's Height ; gathered azaleas in abundance;
they are in their prime now, and very beautiful ; we have known
them, however, to blossom three wecks earlier. Our Dutch an-
cestors used to call these fluwers Plurter Blumejics, from their
being usually in bloom about Whit-Sunday; under this name,
they firured annuully at the great holvday of the negroes, held
in old coloninl times at Albany and New Amsterdam, The blacks
were allowed full liberty to frolie, for several days in Whitsun-
week, and they used to hold a fuir, building booths, which they
never failed to ornament with the Pinrter Blumcjies, The flowers
are very abundant this year, and their deep rose-colored clusters
seem to hight up the shady woods.

We were in goad luck, for we found also a little troop of moe-
casin plants in fower; frequently, the season has possed without
our secing one, but this afternoon we gathered no less than eigh-
teen of the purple kind, the Clyprepedivm acanle of botanists.
The small yellow, the large yellow, aud the showy ldyshipper
have ulso been found here, but they are all becoming more rare.

Friday, 8th.~—Rainy morning. It appears that vesterday we
missed a fine sivht 1 about dawn it was foruy; a luyge flock of
wild pigeons passing over the valley, became hewildered in the
mist, and actually alichted in the heart of the village, which we
have never known them to do belore,  The trevs in the ehurch-

yard, those in onr awn grounds, and several other gnrdens, were
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loaded with them; unfortunately, no one in the house was aware
of their visit ut the time. At that carly hour, the whole village
wis quict, und enly a few persons saw them. They were not
molested, and remuined some little time, Hutering about the trees,
or sctiling on them in large parties. When the fog rose, they
took flicht again, What a pity to have missed so unusual a
-sigght !

Saturday, 9th.—Charming day. Pleasant row on the lake,
which looks very inviting this warm weather; the views are al-
ways pleasing @ hills and forest, farms and groves, encircling a
beautiful sheet of water,

There is certainly no natural objeet, amonyg ull those which
make up a landscape, winning so much upon our affection, as
witter, [t s an essentin] part of prospects, widely different in
character.  Mountains form a more striking and imposing feature,
and they give to a country a chasacter of majesty which eannot
exist without them; but not even the meountains, with alf their
sublime prerogative, exn wholly satisfy the mind, when stripped
of torrent, cascade, or like; while, on the other hand, if there be
only a quict brook running through a meadow in some familiar
spot, the eve will often turn, uneonsciously, in that direction, and
Jinger with iuterest apon the humble stream.  Observe, also, that
the waters in themselves are capable of the hizhest derree of
beauly, without the aid of any foreizn element to enhance their
dignity ; give them full sway, let them spread themselves into
thelr widest expunse, lot them roll inte boundless seas, enfolding
the earth in their embrace, with half the heavens for their eanopy,
and assuredly they have no need to borrow from the mountain
or the forest. .
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Even in a limited water-view, there is a flow of life, a ceaseless
variety, which becomes a perpetual source of delight; every pass-
ing hour throws over the transparent countenance of the like, or
river, some fresh tint of coloring, calls up some new play of ex-
pression beneath the chanying influences of the sun, the winds,
the clouds, and we are all but cheated into the belief that the
waters know something of the sorrows und joys of our own hearts;
we turn to them with more than admiration—with the partislity
with which we turn te the face of a friend.  In the morning, per-
haps, we behold the waves churged with the wild power of the
storm, dark and threatening, and the evening sun of the same
day finds the flood lulled to rest, calmly reflecting the int‘clligont
labors of mun, and the sublime works of the Almighty, as though
in eonscious repose.

Our own highland lake ean lay no claim to grandeur; it has
no broad expanse, and the mountains about cannot boast of any
great height, yet there is a harmony in the different parts of
the picture which gives it much merit, and which must always
excite a lively feeling of pleasure. The hills are a charming set-
ting for the lake at their feet, neither so lofty as to belittle the
sheet of water, nor sc low as to be tame and commonplace;
there is abundance of wood on their swelling ridges to give the
charm of forest scenery, enough of tillage to add the varied in-
terest of cultivation; the lake, with its clear, placid waters, lies
gracefully beneath the mountains, flowing here into a quiet little
bay, there skirting a wooded point, filling its ample basin, without
encroaching on its banks by a rood of marsh or bog.

And then the village, with its buildings and gardens covering
the level bank to the southward, is charmingly placed, the waters
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spreading efore it, a ridge of hills rising on either side, this al-
most wholly wouded, that partly tilled, winle beyond lies a back-
ground, varied by nearer und farther heights.  The little town,
thouyh nn important fealure in the prospect, is not an obtrusive
one, but quite in proportion with swrrounding objects. It has a
cheerful, flourishing aspeet, yet rural and unambitious, not aping
the bustle and ferment of citivs; and certainly one may travel
many o mile without finding o village more prettily set dowa by
the watcr-side.

A collection of buildings always shows well rising immediately
from the water; the liquid plain, in its mobile play of expression,
and the massive piles of building, with the intricate medley of
outline which muke up the perspective of & town, when brought
niturally into one view, form an admirable contrast, the mind un-
consciously delighting in the opposite characters of these chief
objects of the scene, each heightening, and yet relieving, the
beauty of the other.

Mondey, 11th.—Warm: day, with soft, hazy sunshine ; this sort
of atmosphere is always especially fine in 2 hilly country, shading
all the distances so beautilully, from the nearest wooded knoll,
to the farthest height. Walked to the Cliffs; found the views
very fine. The woods are in great beauty, the foliage very rich,
without having lost, 8s yet, unything of its spring freshness, The
hemlocks are still clearly marked with their lighter and darker
greens of different years’ growth. The old cones are hanging on
the pines ; many of these remain on the trees all summer. There
were very few flowers in the wood where we walked, though I
do not know why this should be so; it was composed of fine
chestaut and beech, of primitive growth, mingled, as usual, with
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evergreens, The young seedling forest trees are now springing
up everywhere, taking the place of the fading violets.  Un sume
of the little beeches sand .aspens, the prowth of one or two sea-
sons, we found the new leaves colored in tender pink, or a shade
of red. which is remarkable in trees which do not show any traces
of this coloring at olher times; even in aulumn their brightest
tint is usually yellow.

The fire-flies ure gleaming about the village gardens this even-
ing—the first we have seen this year.

Tuesduy, 12th.—Fine day. The roses are opening at length ;
they are a fortnight later than last year. This morning we were
delighted to find a few May-roses in full bloom; by evening,
others will have unfolded—to-morrow, many more will have
opencd—and in a few days, the villige grardens will be thronged
with thowsands of these noble flowers.

How lavishly are the flowers seattered over the face of the
earth! One of the most perfect and delightful works of the
Creation, there is yet no other form of beiuty so very com-
mon.  Abounding in different elimates, upon varying svils—not o
few here 10 cheer the sud, & few there to reward the yood—but
countless in their throngs, infinite in their variety, the gift of
meisureless henceficence —wherever man may live, there grow the
fRowers,

Wednewdny, 13th,—ale, hazy sunshine, Heard of a dixh of
wild strawberries ; we have not yet seen them owrselves.

Thoerselan, 144h.—The whip-poor-wills are now heard every
evenine, from some pm'ticn]:lr lmints o the skirts of the \'illu_:_;-‘.
They arrive here about the first week in May, and continue their

peeudiar nocturnal aote until toward the last of June: ‘' most
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musical, most meluncholy ™ of night-sounds known in owr region.
Y¥rom some houses on the bank of the luke and near the river,
they are heard every night; probubly the sound comes over the
water from the wooded hills beyond for they are said 1o prefer
high and dry situations.  Once in a while, but not very frequent-
ly, they come inte the village, and we have heard them when
they must have been in our own grounds, It is only natural,
perhaps, that sume lingering shade of superstiion should be con-
nected with this singular bird—so often heard, so seldom scen ;
thowsands of men and women in this part of the world have lis-
tened to the soft wailing whistle, from childhood to old age,
through every summer of a long life, without baving once laid
their eves on the bird,  Until quite lately, almost every one be-
lieved the night-hawk and the whip-poor-will to be the same,
merily because the first is often seen by daylight, while the last,
which much resembles it, 18 wholly nocturnal, and only known to
those who search for him in the shady woods by day, or meet
him by moonlight at night,  These birds will soon cease their sere-
nading ; after the third week in June, they are mirely heard, in
which respeet they resemble the nightingale, who sings only for
afew weeks in May and June; early in September, they go to
the southward. Forty years since, they are sald to lhave been
much more numerous here than they are to-duy,

Friday, 15th.—Very wurm; various sorts of weather in the
course of the day, Cloudy morning, brilliant mid-day, and in the
allernoon a sudden shower, It rained heavily, with thunder wnd
lightning, for an heur, then cleared again, and we Tad a eharming
evening. ‘ .

SBuw u pumber of humming birds—they wre particularly prartial



HUMMING-BIRD=. 117

to the evening hours. One is sure to find them now toward
sunset, flutiering about their favorite plants; ofien there are sev-
ersl together umony the flowers of the same bush, betraying
themselves, though unseen, by the trembling of the leaves and
blossoms. They are extremely fond of the Missouri eurrint—of
all the early flowers, it is the greatest favorite with them ; they
are fond of the liacs ulso, but do not care much for the syringa;
to the columbine thej' are partial, to the bee larkspur also, with
the wild bergamot or Oswego tea, the speckled jewels, searlet
trumpet-lower, red clover, honeysuckle, und the Iychnis tribe,
There is something in the form of these tube-shape blossoms,
whether small or great, which suits their long, slender bills, and
pussibly, for the same reason, the hees cannot find such easy ac-
cess to the honey, and leave more in these than in the open tlowers,
To the lily the humming-bird pays only a passing compliment,
and scems to prefer the great tiger-lily to the other varicties ; the
rove he seldom visits ; he will leave these stately blossoms any
duy for & lhead of the common red clover, in which he especinlly
dehghts. Often of & summer’s evening have we watched the
- humming-birds flitting about the meadows, passing from one tuft
of clover to another, then resting a moment on a tall spear of
timothy grass, then off again to fresh clover, scarcely touching
the other flowers, and continuing frequently in the same feld until
the very latest twilight.
Mr. Tupper, in his paper on * Beauty,” pays a pretty compl-
ment to the bumming-bird. Personifying Beauty, he says, she

¢ Fluttereth into the tulip with the humming-hird.”

But, althrugh these little creatures are with us during the tulip
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sengon, it may be doubled if they feed on these gandy blossoms.
On first reading the passage, this association struck us as one wilh
which we were not familiar; had it bheen the trumpet-flower,
nuthing would have been move natural, for these duinty bivds are
furever fluttering about the noble scarlet blossoms of that plant,
as we all know, but the tulip did not seem quite in place in this
confiection,  Anxious to know whether we had deceived our-
selves, we have now watched the humming-birds for severa] sea-
sons, and, as yet, hive never scen one in & tulip, while we have
often observid them pass these for other flowers,  Possibly this
may have been aecidental, or other varieties of the humming-bird
may have a different taste from our own, and one cannot posi-
tively assert that this little ereature never feeds on the fulip, with-
out more general examination.  But there is something in the
upright position of that fluwer which, added 1o its size, leads one
to believe that it must be an ineonvenient Llossom for the hume
ming-bird, who generally seems to prefer nodding or drouping
flowers, if they are at all Jarge, alwiys feeding on the wing as he
does, and never alighting, hike Luttertlies and bees, on the petals.
Altogether, we are inclined to believe that i the diztinguished
author of ['roverbial Philosophy had been intimate with our little
neighbor, he would have placed him in some other native plant,
and not in the Asiatic tulip, to which he scems rather inditferent,
The point is a very trifling one, no doubt, and it is extrermely bold
te find fault with our betters ; but in the first place, we are busy-
ing ourselves wholly with trifles just now, and then the great
work in question has been a source of so mueh pleasure and ad-
vantige to lulf the world, that no one heeds the misplaced tulip,
unless it be some rustic lLird-fancier. By supposing the flower
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of the tulip-tree o be meant, the question would be entirely set-
tled to the satisfaction of author, reader, and humming-bird also,
who is very partial to those handsome blossors of his nutive
woods.

1t is often supposed that our little friend seeks only the most
fragrant flowers ; the blossoms on the Western Prairies, those of
Wisconsin at least, and probably others alse, are said to have b
little perfume, and it is ohserved that the humming-bird is u
strunger there, albeit those wilds we a perteet sen of lowers
during the spring and summer months,  But the amount of honey
in a plant has nothing to do with its perfume, for we dailly see
the humming-birds neglecting the rose and the white Iily, while
many of their most faverite flowers, such as the scarlet honey-
suckle, the columbineg, the lychnis tribe, the trumpet flower, and
speckled jewels, bave no perfume at all.  Other pet Llossoms of
theirs, however, are very fragrant, as the hizhlv-scented Missouri
currant, for instance, and the red clover, but their object scems
to be quite independent of this particular quality in & plant.

The fancy these little creatures have for perching on a dead
twig is very marked ; you scldom sce them alight elsewhere, and
the fact that a leafless branch projects from a bush, scems enough
to invite them to rest: it was but yesterduy we saw iwo males
gitting upon the same dead branch of a honeysuckle beneath the
window. And last summer, there chanced to be a little dead
twig, at the highest puint of & locust-tree, in sight from the house,
which was a favorite perching spot of theirs for some weeks; pos-
sibly it was the same hird, or the same pair, who frequented it,
but scarcely a day passed without a tiay little creature of the

tribe being frequently seen there, Perhaps there may have been
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a nest elose at hand, but they build so cunningly, making their
nests lovk o much like a common bunch of moss or lichen, that
they ure seldom discovered, although they often build about gar-
dens, and usually at no great height ; we have known & nest
found in & lilac-bush, and sometimes they are even satistied with a
tall course weed ; in the wouds, they are said to prefer a white oak
sapling, seldom building, however, more than ten feet from the
ground.

Though so diminutive, they are bold and fearless, making very
pond battle when necessary, and going about gencrully in a very
carcless, confident way. They fly into houses more frequently
than any other bird, sometimes attracted by plants or tlowers
within, often apparently by accident, or for the purpose of ex-
ploring.  The country people bave a saying that when a hum-
ming-bird Hies in at & window he brings a love message for some
one in the house; a pretty fancy, certainly, for Cupid himself
could not have desired a daintier evant conrier, Unfortunately, this
trick of flying in at the windows is often a very serious and fatal
one to the poor little creatures themselves, whatever felicity it
may bring to the Homeo and Julict of the neighborhood ; for they
usually quiver about against the ceiling until guite stunned and
exhausted, and unless they are caught and set at hiberty, soon de-
stroy themselves in this way.  We have repeatedly known them
found dead in rooms little used, that had been opened to air, and
which they had emtered unperceived.

They are not so very delicate in constitution as one might sup-
pose.  Mr. Wilson remarks that they are much more numerons in
this country than the common wren is in England. It is well

known that we have but one variety m this part of the continent ;
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there is anotlier in Florida, and there are several more on the Pacifie
coust, one reaching as far north as Nootka Sound.  They frequently
appear with us betore the chimney-swallows, and 1 have seen one
about our own flawer-borders, during a mild autumnu, as Iate as
the first of December; they asually disappear, howover, much
carlier, remuining, perhaps, 8 month or six weeks later than the
swallows,  They winter in the tropics, wnd are said to make their
loug journeys in pairs, which looks as though they mated for life,
like some other birds,

Satrrday, 1ith—Warm ; thermometer 79 in the shade at five
o'clork.  Long diive down the wvalley toward cvening. The
furms are looking very plensantly @ the youny grain waving in the
breeze is hearled, but not yet eolored | the meadows are becoming
tinged with their own proper blossoms, the red sorrei flowers,
golden huttercups, daisies, and cluver appearing  successively,
until the whole field is gay.  The crops generally look very well,
promising a good relurn te the husbandman for his kbor. In
low grounds, ubout the brooks, the purple fags are now bicoming
in profusion, and the thorn-trees are siill in Aower on many banks,

There is a tradition that during the war of the Revolution the
long spines of the thorn were occastonally used by the American
women for pins, none of which were munufactured in the country;
probubly it was the cockspur variety, which bears the longest
and most stender spines, and is pow in flower.  The peculiar con-
dition of the colonics rendered privations of this kind a great ad-
ditiomal evil of that memorable strugyle ; almost evervthing in the
shape of the necessaries and luxuries of lile came then from the
Old World, Several native plants were prepared at that time to

take the pleve of the prohibited souchong and bokea ; the “ New
8
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Jersey tea,” for instance, a pretty shrub, and the * Labrador tea,”
a low evergreen with handsome white flowers. Certainly it was
only fair that the women should have their share of privations in
the shape of pius und tea, when Washingtor and his brave army
were half clad, balf armed, half starved, and never paid; the
soldiers of thut remarkable war, both officers and men, if not lit-
erally using the spines of the thorn-tree, like their wives, often
went about looking something like Spenser’s picture of Despair :

Y His garments naoght bul many rageed clouts,
With thoras together pinned, nnd patched was.™

In some farm-houscs where much knitting and spinning is going
on, one occasionully sees a leatless branch of 3 thorn-bush hanging
i a corner, with a ball of yurn on cach spine: quite u pretty, ras-
tic device. We saw one the other day which we admired very
much,

Menddiey, 18th.——Lovely day ; thermometer 82 in the shade at
thaner-time,  The wild roses are in flower. We have them of
three varieties : the early rose, with reddish branches, which seldom
blooms here until the first week in June; the low rose, with »
few laree flowers ; and the tall many-flowered swamp rose, blooming
late in the summer. They are quite common about us, and ul-
though the hwnblest of their tribe, they have a grace all their
own there i, indeed, a peculiar modesty about the wild rose
which that of the gardens does not always possess,  There is one
capriee of the gurdening art to-day which a rustic finds it difticult
to admire, and that is the tall prafted tree roses taking a form
which nsture assuredly never yet gave to a rose-bush. The How-
ers themselves may be mugnificent as flowers, but one stares at

them with curiosity, one does not turn to them with affection;
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moreover, they leok as though they enjoyed being stared ag,
thereby losing much of their attractiveness ; in short, they are
not thoroughly rose-like, It is a cruel thing in a gardener to
pervert, as it were, the very nature of a plunt, and one could
sooner forgive the elipping a yew-tree into a peacock, according
to the quaint fancy of our forefathers, than this stiipping the mod-
est rose of her drapery of folinge—it reminds one of the pain-
ful difference between the gentle, healthy-hearted daughter of
home, the light of the house, and the meretricious dancer, tricked
out apon the stare to dazzleand bewilder, and be stared at by
the mob.  The rose has so lemg been an emblem of womanly
loveliness, that we do not Lke to see her shorn of one feminine at-
tribute ; and modesty in every true-hearted woman is, ke affee-
tion, a growth of her very nature, whose roots are fed with her
life’s blond.  Noj ygive back her leaves to the rose, that her
flowers may open amid their native branches,  This veil of ver-
dure, among whose folds the starry blossoms bud, and bloom, and
die, has heen given to every plant—the Jowly dew-drop, as well
as the gorgrous martagon; nay, it 15 the wiheritince of the very
rudest weeds; and vet the rose, the noblest flower on earth, you
would deprive of this priceless grace !

We are very fortunate in having the wild roses about our own
haunts ; they are not found everywhere. M, de Humboldt men-
tions that in his truvels in South America he never saw one, even
in the higher aud cooler regions, where other brambles snd plants
of a temperate climate were eommon.

Tuesduy, Oth—~ Fine strawberries from the ficlds this cvening
for tea. Warm, bright weather; thermometer 85—lovely even-

ing, but too warm for much exercise. Strolled in the laae, en-
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joving the fragrant meadows, and the waving corn-ficlds on the
skirts of the village.

A meadow near nt hand would seem to give more pleasure than
& corn-field.  Grain, te appear to full advantage, should be seen
at @ little distance, where one may note the changes i its eoloring
with the advanciny season, where one may enjoy the ply of light
when the summer elouds throw their shudows there, or the breezes
chase one anvther over the waving lawn. It is like a picce of
shaded sitk which the salesman throws off a litde, that you may
better appreciate the effeet.  But a meadow is a delicate ewbraid-
ery in eolors, which you must examine closely to understand all its
merits ; the nearer you are, the better.  One must bend over the
grass to find the blue violet in May, the red strawberry in June;
one should be close at hand to mark the first appearance of the
simple ficld-blussoms, clover, red and white, buttercup and daisy,
with the later lily, and primrose, and meadow-tult ; one should
be nigh to breathe the sweet and fresh perfume, which increases
daily wntil the mowers come with their seythes.

The grasses which fill our meadows are very many of them
forvign plants ; among these are the vernal-grass, which gives
such a delightfe} fragrance to the new-mown hay,  The timothy
ts also an imported grass; =0 is the meadow-grass considered
as the best of all for pasture; the orchard-grass mueh esteemed
- ulso; and the canary-grass, which vields u secd for birds,  Some
of the most troublesome weeds of this tribe are naturalized, as the
darnel in pastures, the chess or cheat of the grain-filds ; quaking.
gruss, quitch-grass, yard-gruss, and erub-grass, also,  Allogether,
there are some thirty varieties of these imported grasses enumer-
ated by botanists in this pa t of the country.
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A number more are common to both continents, like the Vanilla-
grass, often gathered for its perfume, and which in Northern Eu-
rope is called holy-grass, from its being scattered before church-
doors on holydays; and the mamna-grass, bearing sweet yrains,
which are eaten in Holland and some other countries; the dent-
grasses, also, good for cattle, several of which ure natives, while
others have heen intreduced.  There seem to be some twenty va-
rieties which thus helong to both continents.

In addition te the preceding, there are upwards of a hundred
more grasses belonging striclly to the soit; many of these are
mere weeds, though others are very uselul.  Ameng the nutive
plants of this kind are nimble-will, & great favorite with the Ken-
tucky farmers, and found as far enst as this Slate; several uscful
kinds of fesene-grass, and poa, one of which has something of the
fragrance of the vernal-grass, and the reed eanury-grass, of which
the ribbon-gruss of g_:_ll‘dt:ncm is a variety ; the salt grasses of the
eonst, alsu, very important te the sen-shore firmers.  Among the
native plants of this tribe we have the wild oat, wild rye, wild
harley, mountain tee, and wild rice, found in many of the waters
of this State, both fresh and bracki<h.

Altogether, of some hundred and fifty grasses, about one-fifth
of the number secm of foreign oricin; but if we eonsider their im-
pertance to the farmer, and the extent of cultivated soil they now
cover, we must take a different view of them; probably in this
sense the native graswes searcely rank more than as one to four in
our meadows and cuitivated lunds.

The clovers, alzo, though thoroughly naturalized, are most of
them imported plants: the downy “ rabbit-foot,"” or *stone-clo-

ver,” the common red variety ; the “zig-zag,” and the ““hop ¢ln-

-
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vers,” are all introduced. The queation regirding the white
clover has not been clearly settled, but it js wsually considered, 1
believe, as lndigenous, though some botanists mark the pont as
doubtiul.  The buflalo elover found in the western part of this
State, and common still farther westward, is the only undoubtedly
native variely we possens,

Wednrsduy, 2008~ ery warm day; thermoemeter 93 in the
shade at three o'clock.  The locust fiowers are perfuming the vil-
lage ; one pereeives their fragrance within deors, throughout the
house,  In muny parts of the country these beauntiful trees have
been very much injurced of lute years by a worm culled the borer,
which is very destructive wherever it appears.  In the pleasant
villages at the westward, where Jocusts are so mueh in favor for
planting in the streets, they have been very much injured, and
their blighted branches give quite a melanchuoly look to some of
these towns.  Fortunately for us, the trees in our neighborhood
are yot unseathed; these borers lave not, 1 believe, appeared
auywhere in the county.®

T hursday, 21st—Lxtremely warm ; thermometer 92, Ilap-
pily, there have been pleasant western breezes through these warm
days. Strolled about the villige in the evening; saw an old

neighbor of threescore and filteen at work in his garden, hoeing

" his dozen corn-hills, and weeding his euenmber vines.

One nlways loves a gurden ; labor wears its pleusuntest aspect
there.  From the first days of spring, to latest autumn, we move
nbout among growing plunts, puy flowers, and cheerful fruits;

and there is somue pretty change to note by the light of every sun,

* There barcrs are the youwug of different beetled, some of which live severnl

yeara in the wood before their transformation,
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Even the narrowest coltage patch looks pleasantly to those who
come and go along the highway ; it is well to stop now and then
when walking, and look over the paling of such little gardens, and
note what is going on there,

Potatoes, cubbages, and onions are grown here by every family as
first requisites,  Indian eorn and cucumhers are also thought in-
dispensable, for Americans of all clusses eat as much maize as
their Indian predecessors, And as for cucumbers, %y are re-
quired at every meal of which a thorough-going Yunkee partakes,
either as salad in summer, or pickled in winter. We sometimes

see men about the villages eating them unseasoned like apples,

Peus and beins rank next in favor; some of each are gencraily

found in the smallest gavdens. DBeets, turnips, and ecarrots are
not 50 very common ; they are not thought abselutely necessary ;
one sees gardens without them,  Radishes do not thrive well in
. this soil, but the lizht preen leaves of the lettuce are seen every-
where,  'There is usually 8 pumpkin-vine running about the eorn-
hills, its large yellow flowers and golden frut showing, as o
matter of course, below the glossy leaves of the maize; a part
of the fruit is made into pics, the rest goes to the eow or pig,
Sometimes you find squashes, also, in these small oardens, with
8 few tomatoes, perhaps; but these last are diflicult to ruise here,
on account of the occasional frosts of May,

Flowers are seldom forgotten in the cottage garden ; the widest
walk is lined with them, and there are others bepeath the low
windows of the house. You have rose-bushes, sun-flowers, and

holly-hocks, as & matter of course; generally a cluster of pinks,

bachelor's buttons, also, and a sweet pea, which is a great favor- -

ite; plenty of marigolds, a few poppies, large purple china asters,
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and a tuft of the lilac phlox, Such are the blossoms to be seen
before most doors ; and ench is pretty in its own time and place;
one has a long-standing regard for them all, ineluding the humely
sun-flower, which we should be sorry to miss from its old haunts,
Then the searlet Aowering bean, so intimalely connected with
childish reeslicetions of the hero Jack and his wonderful adven-
ture, may still be seen Hourishing in the cottage garden, and it
woulld secm to have fallen from a pod of the identieal plant ecle-
brated in nursery rhyme, for it bas a great inclination for elimbing,
which is generally encouraged by training it over a window. We
do aot hear, however, of any in these parts reaching the roof in
& single mght’s growth.  You must go to the new lands on the
praivies for such marvels now-a-days.  They tell a wonderful story
of a cucumber-vine somewhere beyond the greut lnkes, in the last
“new seitlement,” prabably 5 the seed having been sowed one
evening in 4 good bit of soil, the farmer, going to his work next
morning, found it not only eut of the ground, but zrown so much
that he was curivas to measure it;  he followed it to the end of
his garden, over a fence, along an Indian teail, through an osk
opening, and then sceing it streteh some distance beyond, he weat
back for his horse, but while he was sadédling old Bald the vina
had so much the advantage of him thut it reached the next clear-
ing hefure he did 5 there he left it to @o back to dinner ; and how
much farther it ran that day Ebenczer could not tell for cer-
tain,

We have no sueh wonders hereabouts ; and even the ambitious
bean seldom renehes higher than a low roof; nor s its growth
abways sulliciently luxuriant to shude the winduw, for it often

shares that task with a morning-glory. The plan of these leafy



THE COTTAGE GARDEN. 129
blinds is 4 pretty one, but they are too often trained in stiff and
straight lines; a poctical idea, tirie & guatre épinales. Frequently
we see a cottage with a door in the centre, and one window on
each side, and vines trained over the sashes in this way, which
gives it an odd lock, like a house in green spectacles, as it were,
When hop-vines are used for sereening the windows, which is
often the case, the plunt is not $0 casly restrained ; and throwing
out its Juxuriant branches right and left, it takes care of itscll,

Currants are almost the only fruit seen in the smaller gardens
of our peighborhond ; even gooseberries are not o general ; hoth
raspherries and strawberries grow wild hiere in such profusion that
few persons cultivate them.  Currants, by-the-by, both black and
red, are also native plants; the black currant is by no means rave
in this State, and very much resembles the varieties cultivated in
gardens ; the wild red currant is chicfly eonfined to the northern
parts of the country, and it is preciscly like that which we culti-
vate. Both purple and green gooseberrics are also found wild in
our woods,

It is often a matter of surprise and regret that fruit should aot
be mare cultivated amony us in gardens of all sizes; but the in-
different eommon cherry s almost the only fruit-tree found here
in cottage gardens. Even the farmers neglect cherries, and plums,
and pears, surprisingly, Teaches and grapes seldom ripen here
in the open air; they might probably be cultivated as wall fruit,
but it is s¢ easy now to procure them by milroad from other
counties, that few persons care to try experiments of this kind,
Peaches, and melons, and plums, brought from a distunce, are
carried about the village for sale, throughout the season, as a mat-

ter of course,
FH
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‘There is, unhappily, a very serious objection to cultivating fruit
in our villige gardens; fruit-stealing is a very common crime in
this part of the world ; and the standard of principle on such sub-
jeets is as low as it well can be in our rural communities. Prop-
erty of this kind is almost without protection among us; there
are Luws on the subject, but these are never enforeed, and of course
peaple are not willing to throw away money, and time, and
thought, to raise fruit for those who might easily raise it for them-
selves, if they would take the pains to do so. There can be no
doubt. that this state of things is a serious obstacle to the cultiva-
tion af choice fruit in our villages; horticulture would be in a
much higher condition here if it were not for this evil.  But the
impunity with which boys, and men, too, are allowed to commit ‘
thefts of this kind, is really a paioful picture, for it must inevita-
bly lead to inerease a spirit of dishonesty throughout the commu-
nity.

It is the same cise with Howers. Many people seem to con-
sider them us ﬁltl;]lnr property, though cultivated at private ex-
pense. 1t was bul the other day that we saw a little givl, one of
the villawe Sunday-scholars, moreover, put her hand within the
ruiling of a garden and Treak oft several very fine plants, whose
growth the owner had been watching with eare and interest for
muny wevks, and which had just opened to reward his pains,
Another instance of the sume kind, but still more flagrant in de-
gree, was abserved a short time since: the offeader was a full-
grown man, dressed in fine brondeloth to beot, and evidently a
stranger; he passed before a pretly yard, guy with flowers, and
unchecked by a single seruple of ood manners, or pood morals,

proceeded to make up a handsome hougquet, without so much as
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saying by vour leave to the owner; having sclected the flowers
most to his fancy, he armnged them tustefully, and then walked
off with a free and jaunty air, und an expression of satisfaction
and seif-complaceney truly ridicelous under the eircumstances
He hud nnde up his noseguy with so much pains, eyed it so ten-
derly as he carried it before him, and moved along with such n
very mineing and dainty manner, that he was prebably on the
wuy to present himscelf and his trophy to his sweetheart; and we
cin only hope that he met with just such a reception as was de-
served by a man who had been committing petty larceny.  Asif
to make the chapter complete, the very same afternoon, the vil-
Yuge being full of strangers, we saw severa} youny prirls, elewantly
flouneed, put their hands through the railing of another garden,
fucingr the strect, and help themselves in the same easy manner
to their neighbor’s prettiest flowers: what would they have
thought if some one had stepped up with a pair of scissors and
eut half a vard from the ribbon on their huty, mevely hecuuse it
was prelty, and one had a funey for it 7 Neither the little girl,
nor the strangers in broadeloth and fiowers, seem to have learned
at common school, or at Sundry school, or at bome, that respect
for the pleasures of others is simple good manners, regard for the
rights of others, common honesty.

No one who hud a8 fower border of his own would be likely
to offend in this way; he would not do so unwittingly, at least:
and if g\;i]t_v of such an act, it would be premeditated pilfering.
When peaple take pains to eultivate froits and flowers themselves,
they have some iden of their value, whick can only be justly
measured by the owner’s reqard for them,  And then. moreover,

wardening is A civilizing and improving ercupation in itself ; its in-
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fluences are all beneficial ; it usually makes people more indus-
triows, and more amiable, Persuade a carcless, indolent man to
take an inicrest in his garden, and his reformation has hegun.  Let
an idle woman honestly watch over her own flower-beds, and she
will naturally become more active.  There is always work to be
done in & garden, some little job to be ndded to yesterday’s
task, without which it is incomplete ; books may be closed with a
mark where one left off, needlework may be thrown aside and re-
sumed aguin a sketch may be Jeft half finished, a piece of music
half practiced ; even attention to houschold matters may relax in
some mensure for a while; but regularity and method are con-
stautly required, are absolutely indispensable, to the well-being of
a gurden.  The cceupation iself is so engaging, that one com-
mences readily, and the interest incresses so naturally, that no
great share of pemseverunce is needed to continue the employment,
and thus lubor becomes a pleasure, and the dangerous habit of
idieness is checked,  Of all faults of charneter, there is not one,
perhaps, depending so entirely uponlhabit as indolence ; and no-
where ean one learn & lesson of order and diligence more pret-
tily and more pleasantly than from a flower-garden,

But another common nstance of the good effect of gardening
may be mentioned :—it natwrally inclines one to he open-handed,
The bountiful relurns which are bestowed, vear after year, upon
our feeble labors, shame us into liberality.  Among ull the misers
who have lived on earth, probably few have been gardeners.
Some cross-gruined chur] may set out, perhaps, with a determina-
tion to be niggardly with the fruits and flowers of his portien;
but gradually his feelings soften, his views change, and before he

has housed the fruits of many summers, he sees that these good

-

-
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things are but the free gifts of Providence to himself, and he
learns at last that it iz a pleasure, as well as a duty, to ive.
This head of cabbage shall be sent to a poor neighbor; that
basket of refreshing fruit is reserved for the sick ; he has prety
noseerays for his female friends; he has apples or peaches for hit-
tle praple; nay, perhaps in the course of years, he st length
achieves the highest act of grenerosity—he bestows on some friendly
rival & portion of his rarest seed, & shoot from his most precious
root! Such deeds are done by gardencrs.

Horticulture is not carried on upon a great scale anywhere in
this county, We regret that this should be se. A large gar-
den, where taste and knowledge have full scope, is indeed & noble
work, full of irl:-itrll!;.‘tion and delicht,  The rare trees aud plants
brought with toil, and cost, and patience, from distant regions;
the rich variety of fruits and vegetables; the charming array of
flowers, are among the most precious and the most grueelul tro-
‘phies of commerce, and industry, and adventure.  Such gardens,
whether public or privite, are always desirable in a neighborhood,
They are among the best wifts of weulth, and scatter abroad too
many benefits to deserve the doubtful name of a luxury.  If we have
none near encugh to bring good to cur own rurad village, it is at
least pleasant to remember that other communities are more for-
tunate than ourselves.  When one eannot enjoy some particular
good thing one’s self, a very little charity, and a very little phi-
losophy, lend one to be glad, at least, that others may profit by it

A very striking preof of the civilizing effect of laree gardens
may be seen any day in the great towns on the Continent of Eu-
rope, whether in France, ltaly, Gefmany, &c., &c. In those old

countries, where grounds of this kind have heen mnre or less open
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to the public for generations, the privilege is never abused by
any disgraceful act.  The flowers, the trees, the statuary, remain
uninjured year afler year; it never seems to oceur to the most
reckiess and abundoned to injure them,  The general population of
those towns is, In many respeets, inferior to our own; but in this
particular point their tone of civilimtion rises far above the level
of this country.

Friduy, 224, —58til] vory wirm ; thermometer 00 in the shade,
Although the heat has been greater and more prolonged than usual
in this part of the country, still there is a sort of correclive in our
highland air which is a great relief; the same degree of the ther-
mometer produces much more suffering in the lower counties,
particularly in the towns. Extreme lassitude from the heat is
seldom felt here; and our nights are almost always comparatively

coul, which is a very great advantage,

(_‘

Setrnrdey, 23d.—Brirht, warm day ; thermometer 89.  Fine air
from the west.

Pleasant walk in the evening. Met a party of children coming
from the woods with wild fiowers. In May or June, one often
meets little people bringing home flowers or berries from the
hills; apd if you etop ta chat with them, they generally offer you
1. share of their noscgay or their partridge-berries; they are as
fund of these last as the birds, and they eat the young aromatie
leaves also.  Their first trip to the woods, after the snow has gone,
is generally in quvst.of these bervies; a week or two later, they
go upon the hills for our earliest flowers—ground-laurel and
syuirrel-cups; a little later, they gather violets, and then again,
" the azalea, or “wild honeysuckle,” as they call it, to which they
Are very partisl,
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But, though pleased with the Howers, the little creatures sel-
dom know their names.  Lhis scems a pity ; but we have often
asked them what they exlled this or that blossum in their hands,
and they seldom could give an answer, wunless it happened to be
& rose, perhaps, or o violet, or something of that sort, familiar to
every one.  But their elders are generally quite as ignorant us
themselves in this way ; frequently, when we first made acquaint-
ance with the flowers of the neizhborhood, we asked grown per-
sons—learned, perhaps, in many matters—the common names of
plants they must have scen all their lives, and we foumd they
were no wiser than the children or ourselves. It is really sur-
prising how little the country people know on such subjects.
Farmers and their wives, whe have lived & long lite in the ficlds,
can tell you nothing on these matters.  The men are even at fault
among the trees on their own farms, I these are at all out of the
common way; und as for the smaller native plants, they know
less about them than Duck or Brindle, their own oxen. Like the
children, they sometimes pick u pretty flower to bring honze, but
they have no name for it.  The women have some little acquaint-
ance with herbs and simples, but even in such cases they frequently
make strange mistakes; they also are attracted by the wild flow-
ers; they gather them, perhaps, but they cannot nume them.
And yet, this is a day when lower borders ave seen before every
door, and every young girl can ehatter largely about  howquets,”
and the “ Language of Flowers” to boot,

It is true, the common names of our wild flowers are, at best,
in a very unsatisfactory state,  Nome are miscatled after Euro-
pean plants of very different characters. Very numy have one

pame here, another o few miles oft, and others :|g=|ir| Lave acmall_v,
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as yet, no En glish names whatever, They are all found in botanical
waorks under long, clumsy, Latin appellations, very little fitted for
every-day uses, just fike the plants of our gardens, half of which
are only known by long-winded Latin polysyliables, which timid
people are afraid to pronounce. But, annoying as this is in the
garden, it is still worse in the fields. What has a dead language
to do on every-day ovcasions witk the living blossoms of the hour ?
Why should a strange tongue sputter its uncouth, compouand
syllubles upon the simple weeds by the way-side?  If these hard
words were confined to seience and big books, one would not
guarrel with the roughest and mest pompous of them all; but this
is 50 far from being the ease, thit the evil is spreading over all
the wonds and mendows, until it actually perverts our common
specch, und lbels the helpless blossams, turning them into so
many * precicuses ridicules,”  Huppy is it for the rose that she
wis named long ago; if she had chanced to live until our day,
by some prairic stream, or on some remote ocean island, she
would mast assuredly have been ealled Tom, Dick, or Harry, in
Greek or Latin.

Before penple weve overflowing with science—at a time when
there was some simpheity loft in the world, the flowers received
much better treatment in this way.  Prefty, natural names were
given them in olden times, as though they had been called over
by some rural party —cherry-checked maidens, and merry-hearted
hds—gone a-Maying, of a pleasant spring morning,  Many of
those old names were thorourhly homely and rustic, such as the
ox-eve, erow-foot, cowslip, butter-cup, pudding-gl'asa, which grew
in every mendow ; then there was the hare-bell, which loved to

hang its light blue bells about the haunts of the timid hare; the
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larkspur ; the bindweed, winding about shrubs and bushes; the
honevsuckle, which every child has stolen many a time from the
bees ; spivy gillilowers, a corruption of July-Howers, from the
month in which they blussomed ; datfudowndillies, r puzele for ety-
moloygists ;. pennyroval ; holly-hock, or holy-oak, as it was some-
times written ; paigle, uﬁolher mame for cowslips; primrose, from
the Pm'ly senson when the Hower blooms ; cartation, or “ coronu-
tion,” from the custom of wearing them in wreaths, These last
were also called 2ops-in-wine, from their being thrown into wine
to improve its flavor, n eustom which seems te have prevailed
formerly in England ; the old Greeks had a pructice of the same
kind, for 'Abbé Bartholemi tells us that they threw roses and
violets into their wine-casks, for the purpose of fluvaring their
wines, May not this ancient custom prove the origin of the com-
mon French phrase—/{e bowguet e vin f

There were other names, again, given to the plants in those good
old times, showing a touch of guaint hmnor—like Bouncing-Bet,
Ragged-Robin, bachelor’s-button, snap-dragan, foxglove, monks-
hood.  Others bore numes which showed there had been lovers
in the ficlds—like Sweet-Cicely, Sweet-William, beart's-case, pan-
gies, truclove,  Even mere personal names, such ns are so often
given to-day, were far better managed then—as for instunce,
Herb-Robert, Good King-Henry, Marictts, Buartram, Angelica.
Others, aguin, were imaginative or fanciful—as morning-ulory,
pight-shade, flng, loose-strife, wake-robin, simpler's-joy, thrift,
speedwell, teaveller's-joy, savw-drop, winter's pale foundling,
wiyfuring-tree, eve-bright, shepherd’s-pure, pink meuning exe,
in Duteh, like the French ovliet ; marigold, lady’s-smock—from

the white leaves of these {lowers blooming in the grass, like
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bleaching linen ; the wall-flower, which loved the shade of knight-
Iy banners and pennons, und sl clings faithfully to falling ruins ;
king's-spears, flower-gentle, goldilocks, yellow-golds, the flower
de luve, lower of light, which great painters have placed in the
hinds of saintly personages in miny a noble work of art; the
sweet-daisy or day’s-eye, the “exe of day,” as Chaucer has eall-
ed it. '

After such names as these, ought we not to be thoroughiy
ashamed of appeilations like Batschia, Schoberia, Buchnera, Good-
yeri, Brugmannsia, Teunchemn, Scheuzeria, Schizanthus, and as
many more {o muich as you pleise ? Names remarkably well
wilapted to crocodiles, und rattlesnakes, and scorpions, but little
suited, oue would think, to the flowers gentle of the field.

There is a modest litthe Blossom known to all the world as
having been hizhly honored in dilferent conntries,  La Morgue-
rite wis probably first named in the chansons of some lover trow-
badour, some poble brother-in-wrms, perhaps, of him who sang

Blanehe of Castille so sweetly :

t Last ai jravais pouveir d'oublier
S beaute, sun hien-dire
IZt on trisa-doux regarder,

Finirait mon martyre!

We may well believe it to have been some such knightly poot
wha first felt the charm of that simple flower, and blending its
name and image with that of his lady-love, sang: « 8i douce est
la Marguerite 7 8o long as knights wore arms, and couched
lances in bebalf of ladies fair, so long was la Marguerite a fa.

vored flower of chivalry, honored by all preuz chevalicrs ; knight

i e e i A
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and squire bore its fame over the sca to merry England, over
Alps and Pyrences also; m Spain it is still fo Meargerite ; in
Italy, fa Margheretting,  The Halins, by-the-by, have also a pret-
ty rustic name of their own for it, la prefetling, the Ltile Gelding,
And now, when the old towers of feudul eastles are fulling to
the ground, when even the moenumental statues of knight and
dame are erumbling into dust where they le in the churches, now
at this very dav, you may still find the name of fe Marguesite upon
the lips of the peusant girls of France; you may see them meas-
uring the love of their swains by the petuls of these flowers, pull-
ing them, one after another, and repeating, as each falls, un pra,
beancoup, passiondment, pus du towt ; the lust leaflet deeiding the
all-important question by the word that accompunies it ; alas!
that it must sometimes prove pes du fout! Oddly enough, in
Germany, the land of sentiment and Vergiessmeinnicki, this flawer
of Jove and chivalry has been degraded into~———shall we say
it,— Gitaseblme,—Goose-blossom ! Buch, at least, is one of its
names ; we hasten, however, to cull it, with others, Musliche, or
love-measare @ probably from the same fancy of pulling the petals
to try lovers” hearts by, In England, the Saxon daisy has always
been a great fuvorite with rural poets and country-folk, independ-
ently of its kuightly honors, as le Morguerite.  Chaucer, as we
all know, delighted in it ; he rose before the sun, he went a-field,

he threw himself on the ground to watch the daisy—

* To aeen this flour 80 yong, s fresh of hew,
— Lill it unclosed was
Upon the smal, soft, rwete gras.”

Now can ore believe that if the daisy, or the Marguerite, had
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been called Caractucussia, or Chlwdorigia, it would have been
sung by knightly troubadours and minstrels, in every corner of
fendal Enrope ? Can you faney this flower, “so youg, so fresh
of hew,” to have delighted Chaueer, under the title of Sirkum-
vlireydarin, or Sireidfiumberschellia, ov Doctorjolnsonia 2 Can

you imagine the gentle Emilie, in the garden gathering flowers—

* To moke 8 aotel padland Tor ber hed,

While aa nn angel, hevonlich, she song :—"

Can vou imagine this gentle creature, or any other, of whom it

mizht be said,

# Ier cheare was simple as bird in bower,

As white ns lilly, or rose in rise:”

Can you picture to yvourscl swch maidens, weaving im their
golden tresses, Symnphoricarpns pudyoris, Tricocklon, Trodeccantia,
Calopogon ? &c., ke, Or conceive for a moment some Perdita of

the present duy, singing in her sweetest tones ;|

*“ HMere's flowers for vou—
Pyxidanthara, Roudbeckin, Selerolepis,

Tachelizia, thut goea to bed with the wen,” e, &e.

Faney her ealling for fragrant biossoms 1o bestow on her young
maiden friends: ¢ Spargonaphorus, Rhododendron, Sabbatia, Schi-
zoa, Sehollern, Sehistidinm, Waldstetnin, and the tall Vernoua,
Noveborenees,” &e., &c. Do you suppose that if she had gone
on in that style, Florizel would have whispered: “ When you
spenk sweet, I'd have you do it ever ?”  No, indeed ! he would
nave stopped his ears, and turned to Mopsa and Dorcas, Fancy
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1

puor Ophelia prattling to Laertes about the wreath she had wo-
ven; instead of her “rosemary,” and “ pansies,” and * herb-
o'grace," hear her discourse about “ Plantunthera Blepharoglotiis,
or DPsycodes, Aperstum, Syntheris, Houghtoniuna, Danksia, and
Jeffersonia,” &e., &e.  Could her brother in that ¢ase have pos-
sibly called her O, rose of May, deur maid, kind sister, sweet
Ophelia 27 No, indeed!  And we may rest assured, that if the
duisy, the dvuce Marqguerite, had borme any one of these names,
Chaucer would have snapped his fingees at it We muy feel con-
fident that Shakspeare would then have showed it no mercy ; all
his fairies would have hooted at it; he would have tossed it to
Sveorax and Caliban; he would not have let either Perdita or
Ophelia touch it, nor Miranda, with her tres dowe regarder, look
at it once.

Neither daisy, nor cowslip, nor snow-drop is found among the
ficlds of the New World, but blossoms just as sweet and pretty
are not wanting here, and it is really a crying shame to misname
them. Unhappily, a larze number of our plants are new discov-
eries—new, at least, when eompared with Chaucer’s daisy, Spen-
ser's coronation flower, or Shakspeare’s “ pansies and  herb-
o'yrace "—and having been first pathered since the duys of Lin-
nicus, as specimens, their names tell far more of the musty hortus
siccus, than of the gay and fragrant Mav-pole.  But if we wish
those who crme after us to take a natural, unaffected pleasure in
flowers, we should bave names for the blossoms that mothers
and nurses can teach children before they are *in Botany ;" if
we wish that American poets should sing our native flowers as
sweetly and as simply as the daixv, and violets, and celandine
have been sung from the time of Chaucer or Hernick, to that of
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Burns and Wordsworlh, we must lock to it that they have natural,
pieusing niumes.

Monday, 23th.—Dleasant day ; much cooler; thermometer 73,
Yesterdity, Sunduy, we had a shower, which has very much re-
freshed the wir for us here, No thunder or lightning, however,
in spite of the previous heat,  Long walk this afternoon.  Pass-
ing through a wheat-field, heard a full chorus of erickets and
other jusects ; tlil‘y have begun their summer song in ewrnest,
Goldfinches were fiying about in little flocks ; they are very sociat
creatures, always pleased to be together,

Tursday, 26th.—Fine dav; solt breeze from the north, the

_wind much warmer than uwsund from that quarter.  Thermometer

78. Walked in the woods,  The degmackic is in fluwer, and be-
ing s0 comman, its white blossoms look very cheerfully in the
woods.  These flowering shrubs, which live and bloom in shady
groves, are searcely ever touched by the sunbeams; but they are
note the less beautiful for the subdued light which plays about
them. The dogmackie, like others of the same family, is also
called arrow-wood ; probably their branches and slems have been
empleyed, at some perlod or other in the history of arms, for muk-
ing arrows.  We have never heard whether the Indians used the
wood in this way,

Bt was a pretty sight, coming home, to see the women and ehil-
dren scattered about the meadows, gathering wild strawberries.
This delightful fruit is very abundant here, growing everywhere,
in the woods, along the road-sides, and in every mesdow. Hap-
pily for us, the wild strawberries vather increase than diminish in
cultivated lands; they are even more common among the foreign
grasses of the meadows than within the woods. The two
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varieties marked by our botanists are both found about our
lake,

This wild harvest of fruit, a blessing to all, is an espeein} ad-
vantage to the poor; from the first strawherries in June, there is
a constant succession until the middle of September.  In a week
or two we shall have raspberrics: both the red and the black
varieties are verv abundant, and remarkubly good,  Then come
the blackberries —plenty here as in the neighborhood of Falstafl;
the running kind, or vine-bluckberry, bearing the finest fruit of all
its tribe, and growing abundantly on Lony [sland and in West-
chester, is not, however, found in our hills,  Whortleberries
abound in our woods, and on every wiste hill-side.  Wild goosc-
berries are common, and st summer we met o man with a pail
of them, which he was carrying to the village for sule, Wild
pluras are also commen, and frequently brought to market.  'The
large purple flower of the rose-ruspberry yields a fruit of a bean-
tiful color amd pleasant, acid taste, but it is seldom eaten in guan-
tities, Wild grape-vines are very common, and formerly the fruit
used to be guthered for sale, but of late years we have not seen
any, All these lesser kinds of wild fruits, strawberries, ruspburries,
blackberries, and whaortleberries, are gathered, to a \'t'r_\: great
extent, for sale; wamen, chiklren, and oceasivazlly men also, find
-it a profitable employment te bring them o market; an industri-
ous woman has made in this way, during the fruit senson, thirty
dollars, without neglecting her family, and we have known an old
man who made furiy dallies in one summer; children ulso, if
well disposed, can easily support themselves by the sume means,

Strawberries sell in the village at a shilling a quart; blackberries
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far three or four cents ; ruspberries.'and whortleberries also, from
three to five cents a quart.

Wednesday, 27th.—Charming day ; thermometer 80. Toward
sunsct strolled in the lane,

The fields which border this quiet bit of road are among the
oldest in our neighborhood. belonging to one of the first farms
cleared near the village; they are in fine order, and to lovk at
them, one might readily believe these lands had been under cuilti-
vation for ages. But such is already very much the character of
the whole valley; a stranger moving along the highway looks in
vain for any striking signs of a new country; as he passes from
farm to farmy in unbroken succession, the aspect of the whole re-
gion i8 smiling and fruitful. Probably there is no part of the
earth, within the limits of a temperate climate, which has taken
the aspect of an old country so soon as our native land ; very
much is due, in this respect, to the advanced state of civilization
in the present age, much to the active, intelligent character of the
people, and somethinyg, also, to the natural features of the country
itself. There are no burren tracts in our midst, no deserts which
defy cultivation ; even pur mountains are easily tilled—-arable, many
of them, to their very summits -- while the most sterile among them
are more or less clothed with vegetation in their natural state.
Altogether, circumstances have been very much in our favor,

While observing, this afternoun, the smooth ticlds about vs, it
was easy, within the few miles of country in sizht at the moment,
to pick out parcels of land in widely different conditions, and we
amused ourselves by following upon the Jull-sides the steps of the
husbandman, from the first rude clearing, through every succea-
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sive stage of tillage, all within range of the eye at the same in-
stant,  Yonder, for instance, appeared an opening in the forest,
marking a new clearing still in the rudest state, black with charred
stumps and rubbish; it was only last winter that the timber was
felled on that spot, and the soil was first opened to the sunshine,
after having been shuded by the old woods for more ages than
one can tell.  klere, agnin, on a nearer ridge, lay a spot not only
cleared, but fenced, preparatory to being tilled; the decayed
trunks und senttered rubbish having been collected in heaps and
burnt. I'rebably that spet will soon be ploughed, but it fre-
quently happens that land is cleared of the wood, and then left
in a rude state, as wild pasture-ground; an indiiferent sory of
busbandry this, in which neither the svil nor the wood receives
any attention; but there is more land about us in this condition
than one would suppose. The broud hilk-side, facing the une in
which we were walking, though cleared perhaps thirty years
since, has continued untilled to the present hour.  In snother
direction, ayain, les a ficld of new jand, ploughed and seeded for
the first time within the lust few wecks; the young maize plants,
just shoating out their glossy Jeaves, are the first erop ever ruised
there, and when lurvested, the grain will prove the first fruits
the earth has ever yielded to man from that soil, afier lying fal-
low for thousands of sensuns.  Muny other Belds in sight lLuve
just gone through the usual rotation of erops, showing what the
s6il can do in vivdous ways; while the farm before us has been
under cultivation from the earliest history of the village, yielding
every season, for the last half century, Hs share of grass and
grain. To one fumiliar with the country, there is a certain

pleasare in thus behelding the agricultural history of the neigh-
7
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borhood unfelding before one, following upon the farms in sight
these progressive steps in cultivation.

'The pine stumps are probably the only murk of a new country
which would be observed by a stranger.  With us, they take the
place of rocks, which are not commen; they keep possession of
the ground a long while—some of those abuut us are known to
have stood more than sixty years, or froin the first settlement of
the country, and how much longer they will last, time alone can
tell. Ia the first years of cullivation, they are a very great blem-
ish, but after a wlale, when most of them hiave been burnt or
upronted, a gray stump here and there, among the grass of a
smooth field, does not ook so very much amiss, reminding one,
as it does, of the brief history of the counitry. DPossibly there
may be something of purtiality in this opinion, just as sume Jovers
hiave been found to admire a freckled fuce, because the rosy
cheek of their sweethieart was mottled witlh brown freckles; peo-
ple generally may not take the same view of the matter, they
may think that even the single stump had better be wprooted.
Severnl ingenious machines have been invented for getting rid
ut these enemies, and they bave already done goud service in the
county. Some of them work by levers, others by wheels; they
usually require three or four men and a yoke of oxen, or a horse,
to work them, and it is really surprizing what large stumps are
drawn out of the earth by these contrivances, the strongest roots
eracking and suapping like threads. Some diguging about the
stump is often necessary as a preliminary step, to enable the
chain to be fastened securcly, and occasionally the axe is wsed
to relieve the machine; still, they work so expediticusly, that con-
tracts are taken to clear lands in this way, at the rate of twenty

e i ——
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or thirty cents a stump, when, acearding to the old method,
working by hand, it would cost, perhaps, two or three dillars 10
uprost a large one thorouglly, In the course of & day, these
machines will tear up from twenty to fifty stumps, according to
their size. Those of the pine, hemlock, und chestnut are the
most difficult to manage, and these last longer than those of other
“trees.  When uprooted, the stumps are drawn together in heaps
and burnt, or frequently they are turned to account as fences,
being placed on end, side by side, their roots interlocking, and a
more wild and furmidable barrier about a quict field cannot well
be imagined. These rude fences are quite common in our neigh-
borhood, and being peculiar, one rather likes them; it s snid
thut they last mueh longer than other wooden fences, remaining
in good condition for sixty years,

But although the stumps remaining here and there may appoar
to a stranger the only sign of a vew country to be found here,
yet clozer ohservation will show others of the same churacter,
Those wild pastures upon bill-sides, where the soil has never been
ploughed, louk very dilferently from other fullows, lfere you
observe a lutle hillock rounding over u decayed stump, there a
petty hollow where some large tree has been uprooted by the
storm ; fern and brake also are seen in patches, instead of the
thistle and the mullein. Such open hill-sides, even when rich
and grassy, and entirely free from wood or bushes, bear a kind
of heaving, billowy character, which, in certain lights, becomes
very distinet; these ridges are formed by the roots of old trees,
and remain long after the wood has entirely decayed.  Even on
level ground there is always an elevation about the rout of an

old tree and upon a hill-side, these petty knolls show more clear-
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ly as they are thrown into relief by the light; they _ecome much
bolder,~also, from the washing of the soil, which accumulates
above, and is carried away from the lower side of the trank,
leaving, often, a portion of the root bare in that direction. Of
course, the older a wood and the larger its trees, the more clearly
will this billowy character be marked, The trucks of the eattle
ulso muke the formation more ridge-like, uniting one httle knoll
with anuther, for when feeding, they generally fullow one anotl.er,
their hends often turned in one direclion, and upon a hill-side
they naturally take a borizontal course, as the most convenient.
Altogether, the billowy face of these rude hill-sides is quite strik-
ing and peculiar, when secn in & favorable light.

But there are softer touches also, telling the same story of
recent culiivation. 1t frequently happens, that walking about
our farms, among rich ficlds, smooth and well worked, one comes
to a low bank, or some little nook, a strip of land never yet cul-
tivated, though surrounded on all sides by ripentir crops of east-
ern grains and grasses.  One always knows such places by the
preity native plants growing there. It was but the other day
we paused to observe & spot of this kind in a fine meadow, near
the village, neat and smooth, as though worked from the days of
Adam. A path made by the workmen and cattle crosses the
field, and one treads at every step upon plantain, that regular
path-weed of the Old World; following this track, we come to a
little runnel, which is dry and grassy now, though doubtless at
ong time the bed of a considerable spring ; the bunks are several
feet high, and it is filled with native plants; on one side stands
a thorp-tree, whose moming shadow falls upon grasses and clo-

vers brought from beyond the seus, while in the afternoon, it lies
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on gvromius and moose-flowers, sasaparillas and cahoshes, which
bloomed here for ages, when the cyve of the red man alone be-
held them.  Even within the limits of the village spots may still
be found on the bank of the river, which are yet unhroken by the
plough, where the truiling arbutus, and squirrel-eups, and May-
wings tell us so every spring; in older regions, these children of
the forest would long since have vanished from all the meadows
and villages, for the plough would have passed a thousand times
over every rood of such ground.

The forest flowers, the gruy stumps m our fields, and the heav-
ing surfuce of our wild hill-sides, are not, however, the only way-
marks to tell the brief course of eultivation about us. ‘These
speak of the fullen forest; but here, as elsewhere, the waters
have also left their impression on the face of the earth, and in
these new lands the marks of their passage is seen more clenrly
than in older countries. They are still, in muny places, sharp
and distinet, as though fresh from the workman's hand.  Our
valleys are filled with these traces of water-work; the most eare-
less observer must often be struck with their peculiar features,
and it appears remarkable that here, at an elevation so much
above the great western lukes, upon this dividing ridge, at the
very fountain head of o stream, runuing several hundred miles
to the sea, these lines are as frequent and as boldly marked as
though they lay in a low country subject to floods, Large
mounds rise like islands from the fields, their banks still sharply
eut; in other spots a depressed mendow is found below the level
of the surrounding country, looking like a drained lake, enclosed
within benks as plainly marked as the works of a fortification; a
ahrunken brook, perhaps, running to-day where a river flowed at
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some period of past time,  Quite near the village, from the lane
where we were walking this evening, one may observe a very bold
formation of this kind; the bank of the river is high and abrupt
at this spot, and it is scooped out into two udjoining basins, awt
unlike the amphitheatres of uncient times. The central homn, as
it were, which divides the two semicircles, stretches out quite a
distance into a long, sharp point, very abrupl on both sides, The
farther basin is the most regular, and it is alsp muarked by suc-
cessive ledges like the tiers of seats in those ancient theatres,
This spot. has long heen cleared of wood, and used as a wild pas-
ture ; but the soil has never yet been broken by the plough, and
we have often paused here to note the singular formation, and
the surprising sharpness of the lines, Quite recently they have
begun to dir here for sand; and if they continue the work, the
character of the plsce must necessarily be changed.  But now,
as we note the bold outline of the basin, and watch the lines
worked by the waters ages and ages since, still as distinet as
though made last year, we see with our own eves fresh proofs
that we are in & new country, that the meadows ahout us, cleared
by cur futhers, are the first that have luin on the lap of the old
earth, at this point, since yonder bank was shaped by the Aaocds.

Thursdey, 28th. —Thunder shower about sunrise ; it continued
raining until the afternoon. The shower was much needed, and
every one is rejoicing over the pleatiful supply.

Walked in the afterncon, though the sky was still cloudy and
threatening. Obliged to folluw the highway, for the woods are
damp and dripping, and the grass matted after the heavy rain,
But our walk proved very pleasant. It is not always those who

elimb in search of a commanding position, nor those who diverge
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from the beaten track at the beck of truant funcy, who meet with
the most enjoyment. The views beneath a sober sky were still
beautiful. The village lay reflected in the clear, gray waters, as
though it had nothing else to do this idle afternoon but to smile
upon its own image in the lake; while the valley beyond, the
upland farms of ligzhborough, epposite, and the wooded hills
above us, were all rich in the luxuriant greens and showery fresh-
ness of June. Many crows were stirring ; some passing over us
with their heavy flight, while others were perched on the blasted
hemlocks just within the verge of the wood. They are very par-
til io this eastern hill; it is a favorite haunt of theirs at all sea-
sons, Many of the lesser birds were also flitting about, very
busy, and very musical after the rainy morning ; they make great
havoc amony the worms and insects at such times, and one funcics
that they sing more sweetly of a still evening, after a showery
day, than at other moments, Some of the goldfinches, wrens,
song-sparrows, and blue-birds, seemed to surpass themselves as
they sat perched on the rails of the fences, or upon the weeds by
the road-side.

There was scarcely a breath of air stirring. The woods lay in
calm repose after the gratefu] shower, and large rain-draps were
gathered in clusters on the plants. The leaves of various kinds re-
ceive the water very differently: some are completely bathed,
showing a smooth surface of varnished green from stem to point
—-like the Jiluc of the garden, for instance ;—on others, like the
syringa, the fluid lies in flattened transparent drops, taking an
emerald color from the leaf on which they rest; while the rose
and the honeysuckle wear those spherical diamond-like drops,

sung by poets, and sipped by fairies. The clover also, rose among
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the grasses, wenrs her erystals as prettily as the queen of the
garden,  Of course, it is the different texture of the leaves which
praduces this very pleasing effect.

Friduy, 20th —¥ery pleasant.  Sunshine, with a warm mist
on the hills; most beautiful e¢ffects of livht and shade playing
ahout the valley.

The sweet-briar is now in full blossom. It is one »f the pleas-
anteat shrubs in the whole wide world, With us it is not so
very commen as in most of the older eounties, growing chiefly
at intervals along the road-side, and in fields which border the
highways. One never sees it in the woods, with the wild roses,
and other brambles.  The question as to its ongin is considered
as settled, T believe, by botanists, and, although theroughly natu-
ralized in most parts of the country, we cannot elaim it as a
native,

That old worthy, Captain Gaosnold, the first Englishman who
set foot in New England, landed on Cape Cod, as far back as
1602 ; he then proceeded to Buzzard Bay, and took up his quar-
ters, for a time, in the largest of the Elizabeth Islainds, where the
first building, raised by English hands in that part of the conti-
nent, was put together.  'The objeet of his voyage wis Lo procure

8 cargo of the sassafras root, which. at that time, was in high
repute for medicinal purposes, and a vulunble article of com-
moree.  In relating his voyage, besides the sassafras which he
found there in abundance, he mentions eother plunts which he

~had observed: the thorn, honeysuckle, wild pen, strawberries,
raspberries, nnd grape-vines, all endoubtedly natives ; but he also
names the eglantine, or sweet-hriar, and the tansy, bath of which

are generally looked upon as naturalized on this continent. Per-

e e ———
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haps the worthy captain had his head so full of sassafras, as to
care little for the rest of the vegetation, and he may have mis-
taken the wild rose for the eglantine, and some other plant for
tansy. Ilis wild pea was probably one of our common vetches.

Some of the most beautiful swect-briars in the world are found
growing wild ulong the road-sides about Fishkill, on the Hudson,
They are partinl to the neighborhood of the cedars which are
common there, and clinging to those trees, thay climb over them,
untrained, to the height of twenty feet or more.  When in flower
the effeet is very beautiful, their star-like blossoms resting on
the foliage of the cedars, which is usually so dark and grave,

Saturday, 30th—Charming weather. First dish of green peas
from the garden to-d;ly..

Came home from our walk with the village cows, this evening.
Sume fifteen or twenty of them were stragyling along the road,
going home of their own aceord to be milked. Many of these
good creatures liuve no regular pasture the summer throngh, but
are left to fornge for themselves along the road-sides, and in the
unfenced woods, They go out in the moming, without any one
to look aft;r them, and soon find the best feeding pround, gen-
crally following this particular road, which hus a long reuch of
open woods on either side.  We seldom meet them in any num-
ber on the other roads. They like to pasture in the forest, where
they doubtless injure the young trees, being especially fond of
the tender maple shoots, Sometimes we see them freding on the
grass by the way-side, as soon as they have crossed the village
bridge ; other days they all walk off in a body, for a mile or more,
before they begin to graze, Toward evening, they turn their
beade homeward, without being sent for, ocensionally walking at

[
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a steady pnee without stopping ; at other times, loitering and nib-
bling by the way. Ameng those we followed, this evening, wera
severnl old acquaintances, and prebably they all belonged to dif-
ferent houses; only two of them had bells.  As they came into
the village, they all walked off to their owners’ doors, some turn-
ing in cne direction, some in another.

Of course, those eows that feed in fenced pastures are sent for,
and it is only those who forage for themselves who come and go
alone, in this way.

Monday, July 2d —Clear, and cooler. New potatoes to-day.
Pleasant drive, in the afternoon, on the luke shore, The mid-
summer flowers are beginuing to open.  Yellow evening prim-
rose, purple rose-raspberry; the showy willow-herb, with its
pyramid of lilac flowers ; the red and the yellow lilies.  We ob-
served, also, a handsome strawberry blite, with its singular fruit-
ke erimson heads; this flower 1s not uncommon in new lands, in
the western part of the State, and is probably a native, though
precizely similar to that of Europe, The track over which we
passed this afterneon, and where we found the blite., has been
recently opened through the forest,

Observed many birds.  The goldfinches were in little flocks as
uswil, und purple-finches fiew across our rond more than once;
quarrelsome king-birds were sitting on the shrubs and plants
wlony the bank, watching the wild bees, perhaps ; for they are
said to devour these as greedily as those of the hive. Some of
them were skimming over the Jake in pursuit of other game, being
very parlial also to the tribe of waler inscets.  Saw another bird
- pot often met with, a red-start; unlike the Europcan red-siart,
which often builds about houses, the American bird of the sume
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tribe is very shy, and only seen in the forest. The one we ob-
served this evening was flitting about in & young grove upon the
borders of a brook; his red and black plumage, and flirting tail,
showing here and there among the foliuge.

Tresday, 3d.—* * % ¥ YWe had, for several weeks,

been planning a visit {0 Farmer B

's; our good friend, his
step-mother, having given us a very warm invilation to spend the
day with her. Accordingly, we set off in the moming, after
breakfnst, and drove to the little village of B

Green, where
we arrived about noon. Here the coachman stopped to water
his horses, and make some inquiries about the road.

“Do you know where B s folks live 2" he asked of a man

in the yard.

's folks live three milea from here.”

“Yes, sir; B

“ Which road must I take ?”

*Straight ahead. Twrm to the left when you come to the
brick school-house ; then take the right when you get to the gun-
smith’s shop, and any of the neighbors about will tell you which
isB

The dircctions proved correct. We soon reached the school-

’s house,”

house ; then came to the gunsmith’s shop, and a few more tum-
ings brought us in sight of the low, gray farm-house, the object
of our morning's drive. Here a very cordinl and simple greeting
awaited us, and we passed the day most agreeably,
* * * * »

How pleasantly things look about a farm-house! There is
always much that is interesting and respectable connected with
every better labor, every useful or harmless occupation of man.

We esteem some trades for their nsefulness, we admire others for
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their ingenuity, but it seems natural to like a farm or & garden
beyond most workshops, It needs not to be a great agricultural
establishmoent with scientific sheds and show dairies—for knowl-
edge and expericnee are necessary Lo appreciate the merits of such
a place ;—a simple body, who goes to enjoy and not to criticise,
will find enough to please him about any common farm, provided
the goodman be sober and industrious, the housewife be neat and
thrifty.

From the window of the room in which we were sitting, we
looked over the whole of Mr. B

'8 farm ; the wheat-field, corn-
> field, orchard, potato-patch, and buckwheat-field, The furmer
himsclf, with his wagen and horses, a boy and a man, were busy
in o hay-field, just below the house; several cows were feeding
in the meadow, and about fifty sheep were nibbling on the hill-
side. A pivce of woodlund was pointed out on the height above,
which supplied the house with fuel.  We saw no evergreens there;
the trees were chicfly maple, birch, cak, and chestnut; with us,
about the lake, every wood contains hemlock and pine.

Finding we were interested in rural matters, our good friend
offered to show us whatever we wished to see, answering all our
many questions with the sweet, old smile peculiar to herself,
She took us to the little garden ; it contained potatoes, eabbages,
onions, cucumbers, and beans; a row of currant-bushes was the
only fruit; a patch of catnep, and another of mint, grew in one
corner. Qur farmers, as a general rule, are proverbially indiffer-
ent about their gardens, There was no fruit on the place besides
the apple-trees of the orchard; one is surprised that cherdes,
and pears, and plums, all suited to our hilly climate in this coun-
ty, rhould not receive more attention; they vyield a desirable
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return for the cost and labor required to plant and look after
them.
Passing the barn, we looked in there also; a load of sweet hay

had just been thrown into the loft, and another was coming up

the road at the moment. Mr. B worked his farm with a pair
of horses only, keeping no oxen, Half a dozen hens and some

geese were the only poultry in the yard ; the eges and feathers

were carried, in the full, to the store at Green, or some-
times as far as our own village,

They kept four eows; formerly they had had & much larger
diiry ; but our hostess had counted her threeseore and ten, and
being the only woman in the house, the dairy-work of four cows,
she said, was as much ns she could well attend to.  One would think
80 ; for she atso did all the cooking, baking, washing, ironing, and
cleaning for the fumily, consisting of three percons; besides a
share of the sewing, knitting, and spinning. We went into her
little butter_\;; here the bright tin pans were standing full of rich
milk ; everything was thoroughly senured, beautifully fresh, and
neat. A stone jar of fine yellow butter, whose flavor we knew
of old, stood on one side, and severn] cheeses were in press. The
wood-work was all puinted red. .

‘While our kind hostess, on hospitable thought intent, was pre-
paring something nice for tea, we were invited to look abont the
little sitting-room, and see *farm ways” in that shape, It was
both purlor and guest-chamber at the same time. In one corner
stood & maple bedstead, with a large, plump feather bed on i,
and two tiny pillows in well-bleached cases at the head. The
walls of the room were whitewashed, the wood-work was un-.

painted, but =0 thoroughly scoured, that it had ncquired a sort of
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polish and oak color.  Before the windows hung colored paper
blinds. DBetween the windows was a fable, and over it hung a
small locking-glass, and a green and yellow drawing in water-
colors, the ¢ift of a friend. On one side stood a eherry bureau;
~upon this lay the Ioly Bible, and that its sacred pares had been
well studicd, our frivnd’s daily life enuld testify. Near the Bible
lay a volume of religious character from the Methodist press, and
the Life of General Maron. The mantel-picee was ornamented
with peacocks’ feathers, and brass candlesticks, bright as gold;
in the fireplace were fresh sprizs of asparagus.  An open cup-
board stood on one side, containing the eups and saucers, in neat
array, a preity salt-cellar, with several picces of cracked and
broken crockery, of a superior quality, preserved for ornament
more than use.

Buch was the **square room,” as it was ealled. It opened into
the kitchen, and as cor dear hostess was coming and going, di-
viding her time between ber biseuits and her guests, very impar-
tially, at last we asked permission to follow her, and =it by her
while she was at work, admiring the kitehien quite as much as we
did the rest of her neut dwelling, The Jargest room in the house,
and the one most used, it was just as neat as every other comer
under the roof. The chimney was very large, according to the
approved old custom, and it wns garnished all about with flat-
trons, brooms, brushes, holders, and cooking utensils, each in its
proper place. In winter, they used a stove for cooking, and in
the very coldest weather, they kept two fires burning, one in the
chimney, another in the stove. The wulls woere whitewashed.
There was a great deal of wood-work about the roma—wainsent-

ing, dressers, and even the ceiling being of wond—and all was

-
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painted dark red. The ceiling of a farm-kitchen, especially if it
be unplastered, as this was, is often a pretty rustic sight, a sort
of store-piace, all kinds of things hanging there on hooks or nuils
driven into the beums; bundles of dried herbs, strings of red
peppers and of dried apples hanging in festoons, tools of various
kinds, bags of diffcrent sorts and sizes, golden ears of seed-corn
ripening, vials of physic and nostrums for mun and beast, bits
of cord and twine, skeins of yarn and brown thread just spun,
and lastly, a file of newspapers. The low red eciling of Farmer

B

seen it at other times, still, it was by no means bare, the festoons

’s kitchen was not quite so well garnished in July as we have

of apples, red peppers, and Indinn eorn being the only objects
wanting. By the window hung an ink bottle and a well-fingered
almanac, witty and wise, as usunl. A year or two xince, an edi-
tion of the almanac was printed without the ususl prognostics
regarding the winds and sunshine, but it proved a eomplete fil-
ure; an almanae that told nothing about next year's weather
nobedy cared to buy, and it was found expedient to restore these
important predictions concerning the future snow, hail, and sun-
shine of the county. Public opinion demanded it.

A great spinning-wheel, with a basket of carded wool, stood
in a corner, where it had been sel uside when we arrived,  There
was a good deal of spinning done in the family; 21l the yarn for
atockings, for flannels, for the cloth worn'by the men, for the col-
ored woolen dresses of the women, and all the thread for their
coarse toweling, &e., dc., was spun in the house by our hostess,
or her grand-daughter, or some neighbor hired for the purpose.
Formerly, there had been six step-daughters in the family, and

then, not anly all the spinning, but the weaving and dving also,
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were done at home. They must have been notable women, those
six step-dnughters ; we heard some great accounts of day's spin-
ning and weaving done by them. The presses and eupboards of
the louse were still full to overflowing with blankets, white and
colored flannels, colored twilled coverlets for bedding, besides
sheets, table-cloths, and patched bed-quilts, all their own work,
In fuet, almost uil the clothing of the family, for both men and
women, and everything in the shape of bedding and toweling used
by the household, was home-made. Very few dry-gnods were
purchased by them; hats and shoes, some light materials for
eaps and eollars, a little ribbon, and a printed calico now and
then, seemed to be /ll they bought. Nor was this considered at
all remurkable; sueh is the common way of living in many farm-
ers’” familics. It has been caleulated that a young woman who
knows how to spin and weave ean dress herself with ense and
comfort, as rc;;;lr(ls c\'er_\'thing necessary, for twelve dollars a
year, inchuding the cost of the mw materials; the actunl allow-
ance for clothing made by the authoritics of this county, to farm-
ers’ daughters, while the properly remained undivided, has been
fifteen dollars, and the estimate is said te have included every-
thing neccessary for comfort, both winter and summer clothing,
The wives and daunghters of our farmers are very coften notable,
frugal women—perhaps one may say that they are usually so
until they go from home. With the young girls about our vil-
lages, the ease is very different ; these are often wildly extrava-
gant in their dress, and just as restless in following the fashions
ns the richest fine lady in the land. They often spend all they
earn in finery.

Very pretty woolen shawls were shown us, made by our friend’s



THE FARM-IiOUSE 181
step-dauchters, after Scotch patterns ; several families of Scotch
emigrants had settled in the neighborhood some thirty years since,
and had furnished their friends with the patterns of different
plaids ; whether these were Highland or Lowkind, we eould not
say. Some of their twilled flunnels were also remarkably good
in quality and eolor, but these are apt to shrink in washing, They
are quite skilful dyers in scarlet, orange, grecn, blue, and Rlac.
With the maple leaves, they dve a very neat gray for stockings,
but mast of their eeloring materials were purchased in the vil-
]ages', dye-stuffs being an important purt of the stock in trade of
all our conntry druguists,  Most of the spinning and weaving was
in cottan or wool; the clothing and bedding was wholly of cotton
or woolen materials. A certain amount of tow was used for tow-
eling, bagying, smock frocks and pantaluans, for summer working
ctathes for the men.  From time to time, o little flax was mised,
espeaally to make linen, ehielly for a few finer towels and table-
cloths, the luxuries of the household,

Those who live in our large towns, where they buy even their
bread and butter, their milk and radishes, have no idea of the
large amount of damestic goods, in wool and cotton, made hy the
women of the rural population of the interior, even in these duys
of huge factories. Witheut touching upon the subject of pulit-
teal economy, although its moral aspect must ever be a highly
important one, it is vertainly pleasant to see the women busy in
this way, beneath the fumily roof, and one is much disposed to
believe that the home system is healthier and safer for the indi-
vidual, in every way., Home, we may rest assured, will always
be, as a rule, the best place for a woman ; her labors, pleasures,
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and interests, should all centre there, whatever he her sphere of
life.

The fond of the family, as well as their clothing, was almost
wliolly the produce of their own farm ; they dealt but little with
gither grocer or butcher. In the spring, & calf was killed ; in
the full, a sheep and a couple of hogs; once in a while, at othet
seasons, they got a piece of fresh meat from some neighber who
had killed a beef or a mutton.  They rarely eat their pouitry—
the bens were kept chiefly for egus, and their geese for feathers,
The common piece of meat, day after duy, was corned pork from
their pork-barrel; they usunlly kept, also, some corned beef in
brine, cither from their own hetd, or a picee procured by some
Largnin with a ncighbor.  The bread was made from their own
wheat, and sn were the hoe-enkes and griddle-cakes from the In-
dian meal and huckwheat of their growth. Dutter and cheese
from their doiry were on table at every meal, three times a day.
Pies were eaten very frequently, either of apples, pumpkins, dried
fruits, or coarse minced-meat ; occasionally they had pie without
any meat for their dinner; puddings were rare; Yankee farmers
generally eating much more pastry than pudding, Mush and
milk was 2 common dish.  They ate but few eggs, reserving them
fur sale, Their vegetables were almost wholly potatoes, cabbage,
and onions, with fresh corn and beans, when in season, and buked
beans with pork in winter. Pickles were put on table at every
meal,  Fheir sugar and molasses was made from the maple, only
keeping a little white sugar for company or sickness. They drank
¢ider Yom their own orchard. The chief luxuries of the house-
hold were tes and coffee, both procured from the *stores,” al-
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though it may be doubted if the tea ever saw China; if Jike much
of that drunk about the country, it was probubly of furm growth
alsu.

While we were talking over these matters, and others of a
more personal nature, with our gentle old hostess, several visitors
arrived ;—probably, en this occasion, they came less to see the
mistress of the house than her carringe-load of strange company,
Be that as it may, we had the pleasure of making scveral new
aequaintances, and of admiring some very handsome strings of
gold beads about their necks ; a piece of finery we had not seen in
a long while.  Another fushion was less pleasing, We nhserved
that 2 number of the women in thut neighborhood had their hair
cropped short like men, a custom which seems all but unnatural,
Despite her seventy years and the rheumatism, our hostess had
ber dark lair smoothly combed and neatly rolled up under a nice
muslin cap, made after the Methedist pattern.  $he was not one
to do anything unwomanly, though all B—— Green set the
fushion,

A prand-daughter of our hostess, on a visit at the farm, had
been in the meadow picking strawberries, and now returned with
a fine bowl full, the ripest and largest in the field. The tahle
was set; a homespun table-cloth, white as snow, laid upon it, and
every vacant spot being covered by something nice, at four
o'clock we sat down to tew, Why is it that cream, milk, and
butter always taste better under the roof of & farm-house than
elsewhere ? They seem to lose something of their peculiar sweet-
ness and richnoss after passing the bounds of the farm, especinlly
if they have been rattied over the pavement of a large town to
market. Country-made bread, too, is pec-uliar; nat so light, per-
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haps, nor so white as that of the baker’s, but much swecter, and
more nourishing.  Our farmers’ wives ofien use a little potato or
Indian meal with their wheat, which gives the bread additienal
sweetness and Jody, as the gowrmels call it, in speaking of their
wines,  With such strawberiies and ercam, such bread and but-
ter, we could not de justice to half the good things on table,
The cup-cuke and ginger-bread, the biscuits and cheese, the vari-
ous kinds of sweetmeats and stewed apples, the broiled ha and
pickles, the apple-pie and mince-pie, were thrown away upon us.
Our hostess put the nicest bits on a whole row of little plates
and saucers before each guest, and after a long drive, one can
make a very substantial meal; still, we could not eat up all the
gand things, and our friend was searcely satisfied with the result,
although we flattered ourselves we had been doing wonders,
Tiut such strawberries and cream, sucl bread and butter, cught
to be encugh to satisfy any reasonable tea-drinker,

As we had a drive of several miles before us, we were obliged
to say good-bye early in the alternoon, taking leave of our vener-
able friend with those feelings of uufeigned regard and respect
which the goud and upright alone excite.

After xuch a pleasant day, we had a charming drive home, in-
cluding even the long and slow ascent of Briar Hill.  The birds,
perched on the rails and bushes, sung us cheerfully on our way,
As we stopped at the tavern, at the little hamlet of Old Oaks, to
water the horses, we found a long row of empty wagons and bug-
gies, drawn up before the house, betokening a rustic merry-mak-
ing in honor of the eve of the « Fourth.,” A fiddle was heard from
an upper room, and we had scarcely stopped belore a couple of

youths, in holyday attire, stepped to the carriage, offering to help
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s alight, “ presuming the jadies had come to the dunce” Be-
inr informed of their mistake, they were very civil, apologized,
and expressed their regrets,  “They had hoped the Jadies were
coming to the ball” We thanked them, but were on our way
to

They bowed and withdrew, apparently rather disap-
pointed at the luss of a whole earriage full of merry-makers,
whom they had come out to recelve with so much alacrity.
Dancing wus going on vigorously within; the dry, ear-piercing
scrape of a miserable violin was heard playing Zip Coon, aceom-

panied by a shrill boyish voice, half screaming, half singing out

) EH]

his orders: * Gents, forward !"—* Ladies, sume " —* Alla-maine
left 7'—« Sachay all!”— Swing to your partners!’— ling
vour ladies opposvte I”"— Prummena-a-de awl!” The direc-
tions were cbeyed with great energy and alaerity ; for the scrap-
ing on the floor equalled the scraping on the violin, and the
house fairly shook with the general movement.

Half an hour more, over a familiur roud, brought us to the vil-
lag(-, which we entered just us the sun set.

Wedneaday, 47 —Warm and pleasant.  The sun, us usuul on
this day, uxhered in by great firing of cannon, and ringing of bells,
and hoisting of flags,  Many people in the vilkyre from the country,
all in holyday trim. Public holydays, ouce in a while, are very
pleasant ; it dues one good to see everybudy lJuoking their clean-
est and gayest, It is really a cheerful spectacle to wuteh the
family partics in wagon-loids coming into the village at such
times 3 oid and youny, futhers, mothers, sons, dinghters, and ba-
bics, Certainly we Americans are very purtiul to gatherings of
all sorts; such an oceasion is never thrown away upon our good

fulk.

-
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There was the usual procession at noon: a prayer, reading the
Declurntion of Independence, & speech, and dinner. The chitdren
of the Bunday-school had also a little entertainment of their own.
Freguently there is a large pick-nick party on the lake, with dan-
cing, in hanor of the day, but this year there was nothing of the
kind. In the afternoon matters seemed to drag a little ; we met
some of the country peopie walking about the villaze, lonking in
rather a deubtful state of enjoyment; they reminded us of the
inquiry of a pretty litthe French ehild at a party of pleasure, where
things were not going off very briskly ; fixing her large blue cyes
carncstly on an elder sister’s face, she asked anxiously, « Eugenie,
div moi dune est ce que e m'ammnuse 7' About dusk, however, we
were enlivened by the ascent of a paper halloon, and fire-works,
rockets, serpents, fire-balls, and thouzh not very remarkable,
everybody went to see them. '

Thursday, 5th—Fine day., The locust-trees are in great
beauty. Their foliage never attains its full size untl the flowers
have fallen; it then has an altergrowth, the leaves become larger
and richer, taking their own peculinr bluish-green.  The lower
branches of a group of young locusts before the door are now
sweeping the yriss very beautifully, “These trees have never been
trimmed ; is not the common practice of trimming our locusts a
mistake, unless one wishes for a tall tree at some particular point ?
Few of rour trees throw out their branches so near the ground as
to sweep the turf in this way, and wherever the habit is nantural,
the effect is very pleasing.  With the locusts, it is their large pin-
nated leaves which cause the branches to droop in this way, or
perhiaps the ripening pods add their weight also, for it is only

about midsummer, or just at this season, that they bend so low as
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. to touch the grass ; the same branches which are now hunying over
the wurf, in winter rise two ot three feet above it.

The three-thorned acacia, or honey locust, as it s sometines
valled, if left to its natural growth, will also follow the sume
fashion, its lower branches drooping gracefully, until their long
leaves sweep the grass.  There is & young untrimmed tree of this
kind in the villaye, a perfect pieture inits way, so prettily branched,
with its foliage sweeping the ground. As a gencral thing, are not
all our trees too much trimmed in this country ?

Friduy, Gth—Warm, half-cloudy day ; light, fitful airs, which
set the leaves dancing here and there without swaving the
branches. Of a still, summer's day, when the folinge greneralty
is quiet, the eve is at times attraeted by a solitary leaf, or a small
twig dancing merrily, as thmlgh hitten by a tarantula, to sy nothing
of aspen leaves, which are never at rest. The leaves of the ma-
ples, on their lohg stalks, are much given fn this trick : so are the
white birches, and the scarlet oaks, and so is the fern also.  This
finttering is no doubt caused by some lizht puff of air setting the
leaf in motion, and then dying away without any regulur current
to follow its course; the capricious movement continues until the
force of the impilse is exhausted, and the piddy leaf has tired
itself out. At times the effect is quite singular, a single leaf or
two in rapid movement, all else stll sand calm; and one might
fancy Puck, or some other mischievous elf, sitting astride the stem,
shaking his sides with laughter at the expense of the bewildered
spectator.

Saturday, Tth.—Clear, warm weather. Thermometer 78 in the
ghadeé,

The rose-bushes about the village gardens are suffering from
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the same blight whieh attacked them last year; it has nol, how-
ever, done so much mischief this scason, nor have its ravages bren
go general. Those bushes which stand alone, swrrounded by
grass, escaped in mahy cases; those in our own garden have
been attacked, and the richer the earth, the more they seem to
have sullered. ]

Monday, $th.—DBrilliunt, warm weather. Thermometer 86 in
the shade, .

Walked in the woods ; went in search of the large two-leaved
orchis, u particular plant, which we have watched for several years,
as it is something of & rarity, having been seen only in two places
in the neighborhood. We found the large, shining leaves lying
flat un the ground, in the well-known spot, but some one had been
there before us and broken off the flower-stalk, 'Ihe leaves of
this orchis are amony the Lirgest and roundest in our woods.

The handsome, large purple-fringed orchis is also fuund here,
but we have not seen it this summer.  The countey people call it
* soldier’s plume; it is one of our most showy flowers.

Tuesduy, 10th —Warm, cloudless weather.  Thormometer 8¢
in the shade, IPleasant row on the lake toward sunscet,

The water is beautifully clear; as we rowed slong we could see
what was going on far below the surface, The fish kept out of
view ; we only ohserved & fow small perch,  'The soil of the lake,
if one muy use the phrase, vavies much o chavacler; along the
eastern shore one lovks down upon a puvement of rounded gray
stones, with here and there the wreck of a dead tree, lying beneath
the waves it onee shaded ; coasling the western bank, one finds
reaches of clean sand, with a few shells of fresh water muscles

scatiered about, and colorless leaves of last year's growth, oak
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and chestrut, lying near them still undecayed.  Then, aguin, in
other places, the bottom is muddy, and thickly covered with a
growth of aguatie plants of various kinds. There must Le a good
number of these plants in our luke, judging from these we have
already guthered or seen. They vary much in their construetion ;
all springing as they do from the same watery nursery, one might
expect them to be much Jike each other, and to dilfer decidedly
from those of the fields; but such is not the case. Some are
thick and rough. Hke the reeds, the water-lilies, and the pickerel-
weed ; but others are as fine und delicate in their foliagre as those
that grow in the air. Many of those which ruise their flowers
above the water hear handsome blossoms, like the lilies, the pur-
ple pickerel-weed, and the brilliant water-marigold, or Beck's-hi-
dens, which is found in Canaderaga Lake, about twelve miles from
us ; athers are dull and unsightly, and sume of these form an
ugly patch in shallow spots, near our wharf, for a few weeks in
August.

But this fringe of reeds and plunts is only seen here and there in
shallow spots ; a few strokes of the oar will curry a boat at ence into
water much too deep to be fathomed by the eve. The depth of
the lake is usually given at a hundred and fifty feet. It has no
tributaries beyond a few nameless brooks, and is chiefly fed by
springs in its own bosom.  Of course, where such is the case, the
amount of water viries but little ; it has never everflowed its banks,
and when the water is called low, a stranger would hardly pes-
ceive the fact. .

This afternoon we rowed acrose Black-bird Bay, and followed
the shady western bank some distance. Lunded and gathered

wild flowers, meadow-sweet, white silk-weed, clematis, and Alle- -
[}
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ghany vine, adiumia, This is the scason for the climbing plants
to flower ; they are usually later than their neighbors, The Alle-
ghany vine, with its pale pink clusters and very delicate foliage, js
very common in seme places, and so is the common elematiz.
Observed, also, severnl vines of the glycine, Apios tuberosa,
though its handsome purple fiowers have not yet appeared.  This
plant has been recently carried to Europe by 8 French gentleman,
sent out to this country by his government for scientific purpo-
sex. e supposes that 3t may be introduced as a common articie
of food, to take, in some measure, the plice of the potsto.  The
root has a pleasant taste, and is said to be much eaten by some
tribes of [ndians. A kind of one-seeded pea, growing in the west-
ern part of the county, Psorelea, was also carried to Franee, with

the view of turning it to account in the =ame way,  This last is

-not found in our neighborhaod 5 but the glveine, or ground-nut, is

not wneommon in our thickets,  Whether the plan of making
these u part of the eommon fund of France will sueceed or not,
time alone can decide. 1t usually tukes more than one genera-
tion to muke a change in national diet.  Potatoes were several
centuries coming into fuvor en the Continent of Europe ; and dur-
ing the last scarcity in Great Britain, the Scoteh and Enghsh did
not tuke very kindly to the Indian corn, although it is certainly
nne of the sweetest grains i the world.  After a change of this
Lind hias once been made, however, und people have become accus-
tomed to the novelty, whatever it may be, there is generally a
sort of reaction in its faver, until presently no one can do without
it. This has been strikingly the ease with potatoes, in the way
of foud, and with tea and coflee i the way of drinks,
Wednesdony, 114h,~—Very warm. Thermometer 89 in the cool-
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est positiom. Dright sunshine, with much air,  Long drive in the
evening. The ehestnuts are in flower, and lovk beawtifully, They
are one of our richest trees when in blossom, and being common
about the lake, are very ornamental to the country, at this sea-
son; they look as though they wore a double crown of sunshine
about their flowery heads,  The sumachs are nl=o in Lloom, their
regular yellowish spikes showing frum every thicket.

The hay-makers were busy on many farins after sunset this
evening. There are fewer mowers in the hay-ficlds with us than
in the Old World. Four men will often clear & ficld where, per-
haps, a dozgen men and women would be empleyed in France or
England, This evening we passed a man with a horse-rake
gathering his hay together by himself.  As we went down the
valley, he had just begun his task; when we returned, an hour
and a halt later, with the aid of this contrivance, he huld nealy
dune Lis job.

One day, ns we were driving along the bank of the ke, a year
or two since, we saw, for the first time in this country, several
young women at work in a hay-ficdd; they looked quite pictur-
esque with their eolored sun-bonnets, and probubly they did not
find the work very hard, for they seemed to take it as a frolie,

We also chanced, on one oceasion, to see a woman ploughing
in this counly, the only instance of the kind we have ever ob-
served in our part of the world.  Very possibly she may have
been a foreiymer, aceustomed to hard work in the ficlds, in her
own country. In Germany, we remember to have once seen a
woman and a cow harnersed together, dragging the plough, while
a man, probably the husband, was driving botl. T have furgot-
ten whether he had & whip or not. This is the only instance in
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which we ever saw 8 woman in barness, though in travelling
over Europe, one often sees the poor creatures toiling so hard,
and logking so wretched, that one’s heart aches for them. We
American women eertainly owe a debt of gratitude to our coun-
trymen for their kindness and consideration for us generally,
Gallantry mav not always take a graceful form in this part of the
world, and mere flattery may be worth as little here as elsewhere,
but there is a glow of genereus fceling toward woman in the hearts
of most American men, which is highly honorable to them as a
nation and asindividuals,  In ne eountry is the protection given to
woman's helplessness more full and free—in no country is the
ussistance she receives from the stronger arm so general—and
nnwhere does her weakness meet with more forbearanee and con-
sideration.  Under such cireumstances, it must be woman’s own
fault if she be not thorowghly respected also.  The position ac-
corded to her is favorable; it remains for her to fill it in a man-
ner worthy her awn sex, gratefully, kindly, and simply; with
truth and modesty of heart and life; with unwavering fidelity of
fecling and principle ; with patience, cheerfulness, und sweetness
of temper—noe untit return {o those who smooth the daily path
for her.

Thursday, 12th—VYery warm and brilliang weather. ‘Ther-
mometer 90 in the shade.  Drive in the evening over the High-
barough Hills ; the roads very dusty; fortunately, we left the
cloud “in our wake,” as the sailors sav. The young fruits are
getting their ruddy color in the orchards und gardens, and the
grain is taking its golden tinge. The fields are lodking very rich

and full of promise.
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Friday, 13th.—V¥ery warm. Thermometer 92 in the shade,
with much air from the south-west. Though very warm, and the
power of the sun yreat, vet the weather ias not been elose. We
have had fine airs constantly ; often quite a breeze, It is, Indued,
singular that so much air should eolicet no elouds,

Drive down the valley in the evening.  The new-shorn mead-
ows look bemmifully, bordered as they are in many places by
the luter elder-bushes, now Jorded with white flowers.  The ear-
lier kind, which blooms in May, more common in the woods, is
already ripening its red berries.

About eight o'clnck there was a singular appearance in the
heavens: & durk bow, very elearly murked, spanned the valley
from enst to west, commencing at the point where the sun had
just set, the <ky, at the same time, being apparently clondless,
At one moment two other fainter bows were seen; the prinecipal
arch was visible, perhaps, half an hour, fading slowly away with
the twilight. Neither of our party remembered to have seen any-
thing like it. In superstitious times it would doubtless huve heen
connerted with some publie calamity.

Saturday, 14th—A light shower this morning.  Just enough
to lay the dust apd vefresh the air, which now blows eoul and
moist from the northwurd. Shaded, vapory sky; most grateful
relief alter the hot sun and dry air of the last ten duys. No
thunder or lightning,

Monduay, 16th,—~Ilather cooler; thermometer 79, Fine day.
Walked in the woods.

Found many of the Philadeiphia, or orange lilies, seattered
about singly, as usnal, They like to grow in woods and vroves,

and are often found among the fern.  The Canadian, or yellow lily,
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is alse in flower, growing in Jower and more open grounds; a
bil of meadow-land, on the border of one of our brocks, 1 now
brilliantly colored with these handsome fliowers.  The very showy
Martagon, or Turk’s-cap lily, also belongs to our neighborhood.
Last summer a noble plant—a pyramid of twenty red hlossoms on
one stulk—was found growing in a marshy spot on the hill, at
the Chils,

Brought hume a beautiful bunch of these orange lilies, with
the leaves of the sweet-fern, and the white flowers of the fragrant
early wintergreen,

Tuesday, 17th.—Rambled about Mill Island and the woods
bevond.  The red wooden grist-mili. standing here, is the oldest
and most important of the neighborbood.  In dry seasons, when
witer fuils in the lesser streams, grain has been brought here
frons farms twenty miles distant. This present summer, however,
the waier bas been so luw, that the wheels have stopped.

The low saw-mill, on the farther bank, is one of half a dozen
within a few miles, ]t does a deal of ewark,  Some of the Jogr
flout down the fake and river; others are drawn here on the snow
in winter; but the basin above the dum is generally well filled
with them, As the stream runs a mere rivalet, now, niny of the
logs are lodged on the mud, and the mill is idle,  We rurely see
the river so low.

We are told that for some vears after the village was com-
menced, Mill Jsland was a favorite resort. of the Indians, whe, at
that time, came frequently in parties to the new settlement, re-
muining here for months together.  The island was then covered
with wouod, and they seem to have chosen it for their camp, in

reference to other situations.  Possibly it may have been a place
P h ] i
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of resort to their fishing and hunting parties when the country
wis a wilderness, Now they come very seldom, and singly, or
in families, craving permission to build a shanty of bonghs or
boards, in order to ply their trade of busket-makers, They no
longer encamp on the island itself, for the oak by the hridge is
wimost 1he only tree standing on it, and they still Jove the woods
but three out of the four familics who have been here during the
last ten yeurs, have chosen the neighbaring groves for their halt-
ing-place.

There arc already many parts of this ¢ountry where an Indian
is never seen, There are thousands and bundreds of thousands
of the white population who have never laid eves upon a red
man. But this ground lies within the former bounds of the Six
Nations, and a remnant of the great tribes of the Troquois still
linger about their old haunts, and occasionally crnss our path.
The first group that we chance to see strike us strangely, appear-
ing as they do in the midst of a eivilized community with the
characteristics of their wild race still elinging to them; and when
it s remembered that the land over which they now wander as
strangers, in the midst c;f an alien race, was so lately their own
-—the heritage of their fathers—it Is impossible to behold them
without a feeling of peculiar inferest,

Standing at the window, one summer’s afternoon, our attention
was suddenly fixed by three singular fizures approaching the
house. More than one member of onr household had never yet
seen an Indian, and unaware that any were in the neighborhood, a
second glance was necessary to convince us that these visitors must
belong to the red race, whom we had long been so anxious to see,

They came slowly toward the door, walking singly and silently,
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wrapped in blankets, bareheaded  and barefooted.  Without
knocking or speaking, they cntered (he house with a noiseless
step, and stood silently near the open door.  Wé gave them a
friendly greeting, and they proved to be women of the Oneida
tribe, belonging to a family who had encamped in the wonds the
day before, with the purpose of selling their baskets in the village,
Meck in countenance, with delicate forms and low voices, they
lind far more of the preuliarities of the red race about them than
one would look fur in a tribe long accustomed to intercourse with
the whites, and a portien of whom have become more thun hatf
civiized,  Only one of the three could speak English, and she
seemed to do so with effort and reluctance.  They were dressed
i gowns of blue calivo, rudely eut, eoarsely stitched together,
and so short as to show their broadeloth leguings worked with
beads,  Their heads were entirely bare, their straight, black hair
hanging loese about their shoulders, and, although it was mid-
summer at the time, they were closely wrapped in coarse white
Blankets,  We nsked ther names.  # Wallee” —+ Awa”—* Coot-
fee”

ply, in a voiee low and melancholy as the note of the whip-poor-

was the answer,  Of what tribe?  “ Oneida,” was the re-

will, giving the soft Italian sound to the vowels, and four syliables ’
to the word,  They were delientely made, of the usual height of
American women, and their features were good, without being
pretty. About their neeks, arms, and ankles, they wore strings
af cheap ernnments, pewter medals, and coarse glass beads, with
the additton of a few seraps of tin, the refuse of some tin-shop
passed on their way,  One, the grandmather, was a Christian;
the other two were Pagans. There was something startling and

very painful in hearing these poor ereatures within our own com-
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munity, and under our own roof, declaring themselves heathens!
They puid very little atiention to the chjects about them, until
the youngest of the three observed n small Chinese basket on a
table near her.  Bhe rose silently, tonk the basket in her hand,
examined it earefully, made a single exclamation of pleasure, and
then exchanged a few words with her companions in their own
wild but mnsieal tongue, They all seemed struck with this spe-
cimen of Chinese ingenuity. They usked, as usual, for bread and
cold meat, and a supply was cheerfully given them, with the ad-
ditien of some cake, about whick they appeared to care very
little. In the mean time a messenger had been sent te one of the
shops of the village, where toys and knicknacks for children were

sold, and he returned with a handful of copper rings and brocches,

pewter medals, and bits of bright ribbons, which wern presented -

to our guests; the simple creatures looking much pratified, as
well as surprised, altheugh their thanks were brief, and they still
kept up the true Indian etiquette of mastering all emotion.  They
were, indeed, very silent, and unwilling to talk, so that it was not
easy to gather much information from them; but their whole ap-
pearance was 20 much more Indian thun we had leen prepared
for, while their munners were se gentle and womanly, so free
from anything coarse or rude in the midst of their untutored ig-
norance, that we were much pleased with the visit,  Later in the
day we went to their camp, as they always eall their halting-
place ; here we found several children and two men of the fumily,
These last were evidently full-blooded Indians, with every mark
of their mce stamped upon them; but, alas! not a trace of the
* brave’ ahout either. Both had that heavy, sensual, spiritless

expresaion, the stamp of vice, so painful to behald on the human
R
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countenunce.  They had thrown off the Blanket, and were equip-
ped in ragged conts, pantaloons, and beavers, from the east-off
elothing of their white neighbors, with the stiiking uddition, how-
ever, of bits of tin to matel these of the squaws,  Some of these
seraps were fastened round their hats, others were sceured on
their breasts and in the button-holes, where the great men of the
Old World wear diamend stars and badyges of honor,  They were
cutting hows and arrows for the boys of the village, of ash-wood,
and neither of them spoke to ws g they dther did not, or weuld
not understand our companion, when addressed in English.  The
women amd childeen were sitting o the ground, busy with their
biskets, which they make very neatly, although their patterns are
all simple,  They generally dye the strips of ash with colors
purchased in the villages from the drugyists, using only now and
then, for the same purpose, the juices of leaves and herries, when
these are in season, ind easity procured.

Since the visit of the Oueida squaws, severil other ]_a:lrt'lt's have
been in the village,  The very nest season a family of three gen-
erations made their appearanee at the doer, chiming an hereditary
acquitintance with the master of the houwse.  They were much
less wild than our first ¥isitors, haviny disearded the blanket en-
tirely, and speuking English very well. The leader and patrizrch
of the purty bore a Dutch name, given him, probably, by some of
his fricnds on the Mohawk Flats; and he was, moreover, entitled
to write Beverend hefore it, being a Methodist minister—the Rev,
Mr. Kunkerpott, e was notwithstunding a full-blooded India,

‘with the regular copper-colored evmplexion, and high cheek-
bones ; the outline of his face was decidedly Ruman, and hix long,

gray bair had a wave which ix rare among his people; Iis muuth,
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where the savage expression is usually most strongly marked, was
small, with a kindly expression about it, Altogether he was a
strange mixture of the Methodist preacher and the Indiun patri-
arch. Iis son was much more savage than himsell in appear-
ance—a silent, cold-looking man; and the grandson, a boy of ten
or twelve, was one of the most uneouth, impish-looking creatures
we ever beheld.  He wore & long-tailed eont twice too large for
him, with boots of the same size, and he seemed particulurly proud
of these lnst, Jooking at them from time to time with great satis-
faction, as he went tottering along.  The child's face was very
wild, und he was bareheaded, with an unusual quantity of long,
bluack hair streaming about his bead and shoulders.  While the
grandfuther was conversing about old times, the boy diverted
himself by twirling round on one Ieg, a feat which would have
seemed almost impossible, booted as he was, but which he never-
theless accomplished with remarkable dexterity, spinning round
and round, his arms extended, his large black eves staring stu-
pidly before him, his mouth open, and his long hair iving inevery
direction, as wild & looking creature as one could wish fo see,
We expected every moment that he would fall breathless and
exhausted, like a dancing dervish, supposing that the child had
been taught this accomplishment as 2 means of pleasing his dvil
ized friends; but no, he wus only amusing himself, and kept his
footing to the lst.

Nome farther acquaintance with the Indiang, who still ocecupy
Junds rescrved for them by the government in the westemn part of
the Sicte, has only confirmed the impressions produced by these
tirst interviews.  Civilization, in its earliost approachcs.;ﬂems to pro-

duce & different effert upon the men and the women, the former
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losing, and the latter gaining by it. The men, when no longer
warriors and hunters, lose their native character; the fire of their
savage energy is extinguished, and the dull and blackened ¢mbers
alone remain. Unaceustomed by babit, prejudice, hereditary in-
stinct, to labor, they cunnot work, and very geucml]y sink into
worthless, drinking idlers,  Many of them are seen in this condi-
tion in the neighborhood of their own lands.  The woren, on the
contrary, have nlways been accustomed to toil while the warrioss
were idle, and it is much more easy for them to turn from field
labors to household tasks, than fur the men to exchange the ex-
citement of war and hunting for quiet, regular, agricultural or
mechanic pur:—su.itg. In the savage stale, the women appear very
infetior to the men, but in & half-civilized condition, they have
much the advantage over the stronger sex. They are rarely
beautiful, but often very pleasing ; their gentle expression, meek
and subdued manner, low, musicn] voices, and mild, dark eyes, ex-
cite an interest in their favor, while ove turns with pain and dis-
sust from the brutal, stupid, drunken countenances too often seen
amung the men, Many a young girl might be found to-day
among the holl-civilized tribes, whose manner and appesrance
would accord with once's idea of the gentle Pocuhontas but it is
rare, indecd, that a man is seen among them who would make a
Po.wh:ltt;m, a Philip, or an {'neas.  And yet, unfavoruble as their
appearance is, there ure few even of the most degraded who,
when aroused, will not use the povtical, igurative speech, and the
diguified, impressive gesture of their race.  The contrast between
the degraded aspect they bear every day, and these sudden in-
stinctive flashes, is very striking. Instunces ace not wanting,

however, in which men, of purely Indian blood, have con-
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quered the many obstacles in their path, and now command the
sympathy and respect of their white brethren by the energy and
perseverance they have shown in mastering a new position among
civilized men,

The dress of the women is also more pleasing than that of the
men, preserving as they do something of a characteristic costume,
They are generally wrapped in blankets, and bareheaded, or thase
of the richer fumilies wear a round Deaver, which makes them
look a little like the brown peasant girls of Tuscany ; they seem to
be the only females in the country who de not make a profound
study of the meonthly fashion-plates. The men are almost al-
ways dressed in shabby clothes, cut upon white patterns. The
women either dislike to speak English, or they are unable to do
so, for they are very laconic indeed in conversation; many of
them, slthough understanding what is said, will only answer vou
by smiles and signs; but as they do not aim as much as the men
at keeping up the cold dignity of their race, this mute language
is often kindly and pleasing. Many of those who carry about
their simple wares for sale in the peighborhood of their own vil-
lages would be remarked for their amiable expression, gentle
manner, and low, musical voices, They still carry their children
tied up in a bianket at their backs, supporting them by a band
passing round the foreliead, which brings the weight ehicfly upon
the head,

It is easy to wish these poor people well; but surely some-
thing more may justly be required of us—of those who have
taken their country and their place on the earth. 'Lhe time
seems at Jast to have come when their own eyes are opening to
the real good of civilization, the advantages of knowledge, the
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blessings of Christianity,  Let us acknowledge the strong claim
they have upon us, not in word ouly, but in deed also.  The
native ntelleet of the red men who peopled this part of Ameriea
surpussed thiat of muny other races laboring under the curses of
savage life; they have shown bravery, fortitude, religious feel-
ing. cloguence, imiyination, quickness of intelleet, with much dig-
nity of manner; and if we are true to our duty, now at the mo-
ment when they are making of their own aceord 1 movement in
the path of improvement, perbaps the day may not be distant
when men of Indian blood may be numbered amony the wise and
the good, laboring in behalf of our common ecuntry.

It ix puinful, indeed, to remember how little has vet been done
for the Dnlian during the three eenturies sinee he and the white
min first met on the Atlantic const,  But such is only the com-
mon course of things; asavage rce is almost invariably cormpted
rather than improved by its earliest contact with a civilized peo-
ple; they sufter from the vices of civilizwtion before they learn
justly to comprehend its merits. It is with nations as with in-
dividuals —amelioration is a slow process, corruption a rapid one.

Weldnexduy, 18t —Warm, brilliant weather, Thermnmeter 89,
with much dry air.  Walked in the woods.

That ghost-like plant, the Indian-pipe, is in flower, and quite
common here—sometimes grnwing singly, more froqm‘ntl_\' SOV
eral together. The whole plant, about a span high, is entirely
colorless, looking very much as if it were cut out of Derbyshire
spar; the leaves are replaced by white seales, but the flower is
Targre and perfect, and from the roat upward, it ix wholly of un.
tarnished white, One meets with it from June uniil Tate in Septem-

ber; at first, the flower is padding. when it really looks rome-
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thing lke the cup of a pipe; gradually, however, it ereets itself
as the seed ripens, and tarns black when it decays. [ have seen
a whole cluster of them bordered with black—in half-modrning,
as it were—though of a healthy white within this boe. It was
probubly some blight which had affected them in this way.

The pretty little dew-drop, Lnliburda repens of botanists, is
also in blossom—a deleate, modest little lower, opening singly’
among dark green leaves, which losk much like those of the vio-
let; it is one of our most common wood-plunts; the leuves fre-
quently remain green through the winter,  The name of dew-drop
bas probably been given to this fower from its blooming abuut
the time when the summer dews are the heaviest,

The one-sided wintergreen is also in blossom, with its lictde
greemish-white flowers all turned in the sume direetion; it is one
of the commonest plants we tread under foot in the forest. This

‘i.s a wintergreen region, ! the varietivs being found, 1 believe, in
this county,  Both the glossy pipsissimu and the pretty spotted
wintergreen, with its variegated leaves, are common here ;) so is
the frugrant shin-leaf ; and the one-flowered pyrola, mire in most
parts of the country, is also found in our woods,

Observed the yellow diervilla or bush-honeysuckle still in Hower,
The hemlocks stilt show the Hight preen of their young shoots,
which grow durk very slowly.

Thursday, 19 -—Warm, ¢lear day ; thermometer 85,

It happens that the fow humble antiquities of our neighbor.
hood are all found lying together near the outlet of the luke;
thev consist of a noted rock, the rains of a hridee, and the re-
mains of a military work.

The rock lies in the luke, a <lone’s throw from the shore ; it is
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& smooth, rounded fragment, about four feet high; the waters
somelimes, in very warm seasons, leave it newly dry, but they
have never, I believe, overilowed it.  There is nothing remarka-
ble in the rock itsclf, though it is perhaps the largest of the fow
that show themselves above the surface of our lake; but this
stone is said to have been a noted rallving-point with the In-
dians, who were in the habit of appointing meetings between dif-
ferent. parlies at this spot,  From the Mohawk country, {rom the
southern Iunfing-grounds on the banks of the Susquehannsh, and
from the Onvida region, they came through the wilderness to this
commaon rendezvous at the gray rock, near the outlet of the luke.
Such is the tradition; probably it s founded in truth, for it has
prevailed here sinee the settdement of the country, and i is of a
nature not likely to have been thought of by a white man, whe,
if given to inventing anyvthing of the kind, would hive attempted
something more ambitions,  Lts very simplicity gives it weight,
and it 1s quite consistent with the habits of the Indians, and their
nice observation; for the rock, though unimportant, is vet the
Jargest in sight, and its position near the outlet would make it a
very matwul wavmark to them. Sueh as it is, this, moreover, is
the only teadition, in a pesitive form, connected with the Indians
preserved amang us; with this single exception, the red man has
left no mark here, on hill or date, luke or <tream.

From traditisn we step 10 something more positive ; from the
dark ages we come to the dawn of history,  On the bank of the
river are found the ruins of a bridye, the tirg made at this point
by the white man. Among the mountuin streams of the Old
World ave many high, narrow, arches of stone, built more than a

thousand vears since, still standing to-day in differant stages of
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pieturesque decay.  Our ruins are more rude than those.  In the
summer of 1786, a eouple of emigrants, father and son, arrived
on the eastern bank of the river, intending to cross it; there was
no village here then—a single log-cabin and a deserted block-
house stood on the spat, however, and they hoped to find at least
the shelter of wnlls and a roof. HBut there was no bridge over
the river, nor bnat to ferry them ncross: some persons, under
such circumstances, would have forded the stream ; others might
have swam across; our emigrants took & shorter course—they
made a bridge.  Each carried his axe, as usual, and ¢hoosing one
of the tull pines standing on the bank, one of the old race which
then filled the whole valley, they soon felled the tree, giving it
such an inchination ax threw it across the channel, and their bridge
was built—they crossed on the trunk.  The stump of that tree is
stilt standing on the bank amomy the few ruins we have to huast
of ; it is fast mouldering awuy, but it has outlasted the lives of
bath the men wha felled the tree—the youmrer of the two, the
son, having died in advanced old age, a yoar or two since.

The military work alluded to was on a grester scale, and eon-
nected with an expedition of some importance. In 1779, when
Genoral Sullivan was ordered auninst the Indians in the western
part of the State, to punish them for the massacres of Wyoming
and Cherry Yelley, a detachment of his forces, under Generat
Clinton, was sent throuch this valley. Ascending the Mobawk,
to what was sometimes called the ' portage ™ over the hills to this
lakes they cut & road throueh the forest, and tmnsportinglthcir
bonts to our waters, launched them at the head of the lake, and
rowed down to the site of the present village.  flere they lay

encamped some little time, finding the river too much encum-

~
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bered with ficod-waod fo allow their boats to pass.  To remove
this diffieulty, General Clinton grdercd a dam to be built at the
oullet, thus rising the like so much, that when ihe work was
suddenly opened, the waters rushed through with such power,
that they swept the channel eleir; by this means, the troops
were enabled to pass in their boats from these very sourees of the
sirenm to the rendezvous at Tioza Point, a distance of more than
twa hundred miles, by the eourse of this winding river, Tlis
t+ the only incident which has counected our secluded luke with
histarical events, and it is helieved that upon no other oceasion
have traops, on a warlike errand, passed through the valley,
Probably in no other instanee have so large a number of boats
ever Hoated on our quiet lake, and we ean senrcely suppose that
a floot of this warlike character will ever again, to the end of time,
be collected here.  Some few traces of this military dam may
still be seen, though every vear they are beeoming more indistinet.

Fridey, 20th —Warm ; thermometer 85, with high wind from
the sonthward.  Light sprinkling showers through the day, barely
enourh to Ty the dust. No thunder or lyghtning.

The fire-fies Hitting abeut this evewing in the rain; they do not
mind a showery evening much ; we have often seen them of a
miny night, carrving their little lanterns about with mich uncon-
cern; itis only a hard nnd driving shower which sends them home.
These little crentures seem 1o have favorite grounds; there is a
pretty valley in the county, about twenty miles from us, where
they are very numerous ; one seex them dancing over those mand-
ows in larger parties than about our own,

Saturday, 21st.—Fine weather ; heat not so great; thermome-
tor 77,
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Our little fruit-venders are beginning to bring whortleberries to
market ; they ure very plenty on our hills, being common in the
woods, and abundant in half-cleared Jands,  This licde shrub, in-
eluding all its numerous varieties, spreads over a broad extent of
country, growing alike within the forest, in waste lands, wpon hills
and in swamps; it is well known that on this Western Continent
it fills the place held in Turepe by the heath.  Theugh much less
showy than the golden broom er the purple heather, the Euro-
pean plants of waste grounds, the whorticberry has the higher
merit of producing an edible fruit, which we still find very pleas-
ant, thourh now supplied with so many luxuries of the kind by
horticulture.  To the poor Inlli;mﬂ\the whortleberries must have
been very precious, vielling fruit for their benefit during three
muonths of the vear, more or less,

The northern lights are brilliant this evening ; for some months
they have been loss frequent than wsual.  We have them, at in-
tervals, during all seasous,

Moy, ‘.:‘:Id_—.f_i:.-_et at the point where the village street be-
comes u road and turns to climb the hill-side, there stands a group
of pines, a remnant of the old forest,  There are many trees like
these among the woods; far and near such muy be seen rising
from the hills, now tossing their azms in the stormy winds, now
deiwn in stifl and dark relief against the glowing evening sky,
Their gaunt, upright forms standing about the hill-tops, and the
ragged gray stumps of those which have fullen, dotting the
smoath fivids, muke up the sterner touches in a scene whose gen-
eral aspect is smiling.  But although these old trees are common
upon the wooded heights, yet the group on the skirts of the vii-
lage stands alone among the fields of the valley; their nearer



188 RURAL HOURS.

brethren have all been swept away, and these are left in isolated
company, dilffering in character from all about them, a monument
of the past.

it is upon a nurrow belt of land, a highway and a corn-field
on one side, a brook and an orchard on the other, that these trees
ave rooled ;oo strip of woodland connected with the forest on the
hills above, and suddenly cut off where it approaches the first
Buiklings of the village, There they stand, silent spectators of
the wonderful changes thnt have come over the vafley, Hun-
dreds of winters hive passed since the cones which contained the
sed of that grove fell from the parent tree; centuries have
elapsed since their hends emerged from the topmost wave of the .
son of verdure to meet the sunshine, and yet it is but yesterday
that their shadows first fell, in full length, upon the sod at their
funt.

Sixty vears since, those trees belonged to n wilderness; the
bear, the wolf, and the panther brushed their trunks, the ungain-
Iy moose and the agile deer browsed at their feet; the savaye
hunter evept stealthily about their roots, and painted braves pass-
ed noiseiessly on the war-path beneath their shade.  low many
suecessive generations of the red man bave trod the soil they over-
shiclowed, und then st down in their narrow gmves—hm\' many
herds of wild ereatures have chased each other through that wood,
and left their bunes to bleach among the fern and moss, there is
no human voice can tell.  YWe only know that the summer winds,
when they filled the canvas of Columbus mid Cabot, three hun-
dred years age, eame sweeping over these forest pines, murmur-
ing then as we hear them murmur to-duy.

There is nc record to teach us even the name of the first white



PINES. 189

man who saw this sequestered valley, with its limpid Inke; il wus
probably some bold hunter from the Mohawk, chasing the deer,
or i quest of the beaver.  But while towns were rising on the
Be, Lawrence and upon the sea-Loard, this inland region lay sull
unexplored ; long after trading-houses had been opened, and fields
had been tilled, and battles had been fought to the narth, south,
vast, ay, and even at many points westward, those pines stood
in the heart of a silent wilderness.  This little lake lay emnedded
in a forest until after the great struggle of the Revolution was
over, A few months after the war was brought to an honorable
close, Washingion made a journey of observation among the in-
land waters of this part of the country; writing to a friend in
France, he naumes this little lake, the source of a river, which, four
digrrees farther south, flows into the Chesapeake in near neigh-
borhood with his own Polomie,  As he passed along through &
half-wild vegion, where the few marks of civilization then existing
bore the blight of war, e conceived the outline of many of thuse
improvements which bave since been carried out by others, and
huve yiclded so rich a revenue of prosperity. It is a pleasing
reflection to those who live here, that while muny important
places in the country were never honored by his presence, Wash-
ington has trod the soil about our luke. But even at that late
day, when the great and gouod wan came, the mountuins were
still elothed in w;)od to the water's edge, and mingled with giant
oaks and ashes, those tall pines waved above the valley.

At length, nearly three long centuries after the (Qenoese had
crossed the geean, the white man came to plant & home on this
spot, and it was then the great change began; the axe and the

saw, the forge and the wheel, were busy from dawn to dusk, cows
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and swine fed in thickets whence the wild beasts had fled, while
the ox and the horse drew away in chaing the fullea trunks of the
forest. The tenants of the wilderness shrunk deeper within
its bounds with every changing moon; the wild ereatures fied
away within the receding shades of the forest, and the red man
followed on their track ; his day of power was gone, his hour of
pitifess revenge had pussed, and the last echoes of the war-whoop
were dying away forever among these hills, when the pale-fuces
laid their hearth-stones by the lake shore. The red man, who
for thousand= of years had been lord of the land, no longer treads
the soil ; Le exists here only in uncertain memories, and in for-
gotlen graves.

Such hes been the change of the last haif century. Those
who from childhood have known the cheerful dwellings of the vil-
Inge, the broad and fertile farms, the well-beaten roads, such as
they are to-day, can hardly eredit that this has all been done so
recently by a band of men, some of whem, white-headed and
leaning on their staves, are still among us. Yot such is the simple
truth.  This village lies just on the borders of the tract of coun-
try which was opened and propled immediaiely alter the Revolu-
tion; it was wmong the earliest of those little gulonies from the
ses-bourd  which struck into the wilderness at that faverable mo-
ment, and whese rapid growth and progress in civilization have
become a by-word. Other places, indeed, have far surpassed
this quiet boreugh; Iochesier, Buffulo, and others of a later
date, huve become great citics, while this remains a rural village ;
still, whenever we pause to recall what has been done in this se-
cluded valley during the lifetime of one geuneration, we must needs
be struck with new astonishment. And throughout every act of
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the work, those old pines aere there. Unchunged themselves,
they stand surrvunded by ubjects over all of which a great
change has pussed. The open vulley, the half-shorn lulls, the
paths, the fiucks, the buildings, the woods in their second growth,
even the waters in the different images they retlect on their bo-
som, the very race of men who come and g, all are different
from what they were; and those calm old trees svem to heave
the sigh of companionless age, as their coned heads rock slowly
in the winds, .

The aspect of the wood tells its own history, so widely does it
differ in character from the younger croves waving in gay luxu-
riance over the valley. In the midst of smooth ficlds it speaks
so clewrly of the wilderness, that it is not the young orchard of
yesterday’s planting, but the aged native pines which seem the
strangers on the ground. The pine of forest growth never fails
to have 8 very marked character of its own ; the gray shaft rises
clear and unbroken by bend or bough, to more than half its great
elevation, thence short horizontal liinbs In successive fan-like
growth surround the trunk to its summit, whieh is often erowned
with a low crest of upricht branches, The shaft is very fine
from its great beight and the noble simplicity of its lines; in col-
oring, it is 8 pure clear gray, having the lightest and the smooth-
est bark of all its tribe, and only secasionally mottled with patches
of lichens. ‘The white pine of this climate gathers but few mosses,
unless in very moist situations; the very oldest trees are often
quite free from them, Indeed, this is a tree scldom scen with the
symptoms of a half-dead and decaying eonditton about it, like so
many others; the gray line of a naked branch may be observed

here and there, perhaps, a sign of aye, but it generally prescrves
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to the very last an appearance of vigor, as though keeping death
at bay until struck to the heart, or laid low fromn the roots. 1t
is true, this appearance may often prove dccvpti\"e; still, it is &
peculianity of our pine, that it preserves its verdure until the very
last, unlike many other trees which are seen in the forest, half
green, half gray, and lifeless, i

The pine of the lawns or open groves and the pine of the foresy
ditfer very strikingly in outline; the usual pyramidal or conical
form of the evergreen is very faintly traced on the short, irregular
linbs of the forest tree; but what is lost in luxuriance and ele-
gance is more than replaced by a peculiar character of wild dig-
nity, as it raizes its stern head high above the lesser wond, far
overtopping the proudest rank of oaks.  And yet, in their rudest
shapes, they are never harsh; as we approach them, we shall al-
ways find something of the calm of age und the sweetness of na-
ture to soften their aspect; there is a grace in the slow waving
of their imbs in the higher air, which never fails ; there is a mys-
terious melody in their breezy mururs; thero is an emerald light
in their beautiful verdure, which lies in unfading wreaths, fresh
and clear, ahout the heads of those old trees.  The effect of light
and shade on the folinge of those older forest pines is indeed much
finer than what we see among their younger neighbors; the tufted
branches, in their horizontal grewth, are beautifully touched with
circlets of a clear light, which is broken up and lost amid the con-
fused medley of branches in trees of more upright growth.  The
Jong brown cones are chiefly pendulous, in clusters, from the
upper- branches:; some seasons they are =0 numerous on the
younger trees as to give their heads a decided brown coloring.

The grove upon the skirts of the village numbers, perhaps, some
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forty trees, varying in their girth from five or six to twelve feet;
and in height, from a hundred and twenty to a hundred and sixty
fect. Owing to their unsereened position anid their height, these
trees may be elearly distinguished for miles, whether from the lake,
the hills, or the rouds about the country —a land-mark avertopping
the humble ehurch-spires, and every object raised by man within
the bounds of the valley. Their rude simplicity of outline, the
erect, unbending trunks, their stern, changeless charucter, and their
scanty drapery of fuliuge, uneensciously lead one to faney them an
image of some band of savage chivfy, emerging in a long, dark line
from the glen in their rear, and gazing in wonder upon their former
hunting-grounds in its altered aspect,

The preservation of those old pines must depend entirely upon
the will of their owner ; they are private property; we have no
right to ask thut they muy be spared, but it is impossible to be-
hald their hoary trunks and crested heads without feeling a hope
that they may leng continue unscathed, to loock down upon the
village which has sprung up at their feet.  They are certainly
one of the most striking objects in the county, and we owe a debt
of gratitude to the hand which has so long preserved them, one
of the honors of our neighborhood, Tt needs but a few short
minutes to bring one of these trees to the ground ; the rudest boor
passing along the highway may easily do the deed; but how
many years must pass ere its equal stand on the same spot!  Let
us pause to count the days, the months, the years; let us num-
ber the generations that must come and o, the centuries that must
roll onward, ere the seed sawn from this year's gones shall pro-
duce a wood like that before us. The stout arm so ready to raise

the axe to-day, must grow‘weak with age, it must drop into the
]
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grave; its bone and sinew must crwmble into dust lony before
another tree, tall and great as those, shall have grown from the cone
in our hand.  Nay, more, all the united strength of sinew, added
to all the powers of mind, and zll the foree of will, of miilions of
men, can do no more toward the work than the poor ability of a
single arm; these are of the dceds which time alone can perform,
But allowing even that hundreds of years hence other trees were
at length to succeed these with the same dignity of height and
age, no other younger woed can ever eliim the same conneetion as
this, with a state of things now passed away forever; they cannot
have that wild, stern churacter of the aged forest pines. This
little town itself must fall to decay and ruin; its streets must be-
come choked with bushes and brambles; the fanns of the vafley
must be anew buried within the shades of a wilderness; the wild
deer and the wolf, and the bear, must return from beyvond the
great lakes; the bones of the savige men buried under our feet
must arixe and move again in the chase, ere trees like those,
with the spirit of the forest in every line, can stand on the
same ground in wild digmity of furm like those olil pines now
looking down upen our hemes,

Tuesdey, 24th —Thermometer 84 in the shade at three o'clock.
5till, clear, and dry; the farmers very anxious for rain.

Pleasant row in the afternnon ; went down the river. One can-
not go far, as the mill-dam blocks the way, but it is a preity little
bit of stream for an evening row. So near its source, the river iy
quite narrow, only sixty or cighty feet in breadth. The water is
generally very clear, and of greenish gray ; after the spring thaws
it sometimes has a bhuish tint, and I\ate in autumn, after heavy

raing, it takes a more decided shade of dark green. It is rarely
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turbid, and never pusitively muddy., It hus no great depth, ex-
eept tn spots; there are sume deep places, however, well known
to the bovs uf the village for frats of diving performed there, certain
lads priding themselves upon walking seross the bed of the river
throuwhy these deep spots, while others still more during are said

1

to have actunlly plaved a game of *lap-stane,” sitting in what
they call the * Deep Hole”  In general, the bottom is stony or
muddy, but there are reaches of =and also, The grm\'th of aqua-
tic plants is thick in many places, and near the bridge there is
a fine patch of waler-grasses, which have a beautiful effeet seen
from above, their long tufts fioating gracefully in the slow cur-
rent of the stream, like the locks of a troop of Mermaids.  One
of these plani=, by-the.hy, hears the name of the * Canadian
Water-Nvmph;” but it is one of the homeliest of its trtbe; there
are others much more graceful to which the nume would he bet-
ter adapred. It will be remembered that in the northern part of
the State there i quite a laree stream ealled Grass River, from
the great quantity of these grassy plants grovwing in its waters.

The older trees on the hank have lony since heen cut away;
hut m:in_\‘ voung clms, maples, ashes, amelanchiers, &e., stand
with their roots washed by the water, while grapevines and
Virginia creepers are climbing over them.  Wild cherries and
plums alsa line the course of our little river.  Sallows und alders
form close thickets lower than the forest trees.  All our native
willows on this comtinent are small; the largest is the black wil-
low, with a dark bark, about five-und - twenty foet high. Tt grows
some niles further down the stream. Qur alders also are mere
bushes, while the European alder is & full-sized tree, tall as their
elms or beeches.
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Welnesday, 25¢h,—Warm and clear.  Thermometer 83, with
fine air.

Long drive.  The roads very dusty, but the wind was in our
fivor, and it is such a busy time with the farmers, that there was
little movement on the highway. In the course of a drive of
several hours, we only saw three or four wagons,

The farms ook very rich with the nipening grains, but rain is
much wanted, The Indian eorn, and hops, and potatoes, have
hiad more sun than they peed. The grass also is much drier than
usual in this part of the country ; but the trees ave in great beauty,
lusuriantly” grevn, showing as yet ne evil effects from this dry
season, ‘Fhe maize is thought te have sullered most ; the furmers
say Lhe enrs are not filling as they ought to do; but the plants
themselves look well, and the yellow fowers of the pumphin-
vines lying on the ground help, as usuad, to make the corn-fields
among the handsomest on the furms

Vines like the pumpkin, and melon, und encumber, bearing
heavy fruits, show littde inclination for climbing ; it s well they
do not attempt to raise themselves from the earth, since, if they
did su, they could not support theic own fruit,  The fact tha
they do not seek to elimb is o pleasing instance of that beautiful
fitness and unity of character so stoking in the vegetable world
generilly ; the position in which they are content 1o lie s the
one best calenlated te mature their large, heavy gourds; the re-
flected heat of the earth abding the sun in the task, while the
moisture from the ground does not injure the thick rind, as would
be the case with fruits of 4 more delicate eovering,

Thursday, 26th,—Lawering, cloudy worning, with strong breeze

from the south-east; one of those skies which promise rain every



THI; WHEAT-FITLD. 197

ten minutes, Dark vapors cover the heavens, and sweep over

, aleams of sunshine gome and

the hill-tops, but the clouds open
go, and no rain falls.  Loong drive in the morning,  The mowers
are still at work here and there, for there is mueh iy cut in our
neighborhood.  The wheat harvest has also commenced, and the

crap is pronosnecd a very good one.

There are certuin fancies connected with the wheat-fields pre-
vailing among our farmers, which they are very loth to give up,
There iz the old notion, for instance, that a sinele barberry-hush
will blight aeres of wheat, when growing near the grain, an opin-
ion which is now, I believe, quite abandoned by persons of the
best judgment.  And vet you see frequent allusions to it, and
ocenstonally some one brings up an instance which he sarely
considers as unanswerable proof that the poor barberry is quilty
of thiz erime.  In this eounty we have no barberries ; they are 8
nuturalized shrub in Aweriea; at least, the varicty now so com-
mon in many parts of the country eame originally from the other
hemisphere, and they have not yet reached us. There is another
kind, a native, abundant th Virginia; whether this is also ac-
ensed of blighting the wheat, 1 do not know.

The deceitful ehess, or cheut, is another object of especial aver-
sion o the farmers, and very justly. It is not only a troublesome
weed among a valuable crop, but, looking so much like the grain,
its deceptive appearunce is an especial aggravation.  Many of our
eountry folk, maresver, maintain that this plant is nothing but a
sort of wicked, degencrate wheat ; they hold that a change comes
over the orain by which it loses all its virtue, and takes another
form, becoming, in short, the worthless chess; this opinion some

of them maintain stoutly against all opponents, at the point of
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scythe and pitehfork.  And yet this odd notion is wholly opposed
to all the positive Jaws, the noble order of nature; they might
as well expeet thelr raspberry bushes to turn capriciously into
blackboerries, their potatoes into beets, their lettuce into radishes,

Maost of the weeds which infest our wheat-fivlds come from the
GCld World.  This deeeitful chess, the eorn-cockle, the Caoada
thistle, tures, the voracious red-root, the blue-woeed, or bugloss,
with vthers of the same kind.  There s, however, one brilliant
but noxious plant found among the corn-fields of Ewrope which
is not scen in our own, and that is the gaudy red poppy. Our
farmers are no doubt very well pleased to dispense with it; they
are quite satisfied with the weeds already naturadized. But so
cnmmm:i is the poppy in the Old World that it is found every-
where in the corn-fields, along the luxuriant shores of the Medi-
terranean, upon the open, chequered plains of France and Ger-
many, and among the hedged ficlds of England.  The first wild
poppies ever seen by the writer wore gathered by a pariy of
American children about the ruins of Netley Abbey, near South-
ampton, in England,

Sn commaon is this brilliant weed among the European grrain-fields,
that there is a little insect, an ingenious, industrious little crea.
ture, who invariably employs it in building her cell.  This wild
bee, called the upholsterer bee, from its habits, leads a solitary
life, but she takes & vast deal of pains in behalf of her young.
About the time when the wild poppy begins to blossom, this little
insect flics into a corn-tield, locks out for a dry spot of ground,
wsually near some pathway ; here she bores a hale about three
inches in depth, the lower portion heing wider than the mouth;
and quite a toil it must be to so small a creature to make the ex-
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cavation ; it is very much as if a man were to clear out the cellars
for a large house with his hands onlv.  But this is only the be-
ginning of her task: when the cell is completed, she then flies
away to the nearest poppy, which, as she very well knows, cannot
be very far off in acorn-field ; she cuts out & bit of the scarlet fow-
er, curries it to the nest, and spreads it on the floor like a carpet;
agrain she returns to the blossom and brings home another piece,
which she lays over the first; when the floor is covered with sev-
eral layers of this soft searlet carpeting, she praceeds to line the
sides throughout in the same way, until the whele is well surround-
ed with these handsome hangings, This biilliant eradie she makes
for one little bee, laying only a single erz amid the flower-leaves,
Honey aud bee-bread are then collected and piled up to the heicht
of ar inch; and when this store is completed, the scarlet curtains
are drawn close over the whole, and the cell is closed, the careful
mother replacing the earth as neatly as possible, so that after she
has finally smoothed the spot. over, it is difficult to discover a cell
you may have seen open the day before.

This constant association with the wheat, which even the insects
have learned by instinet, has not remained unbeeded by man,
Owing to this connection with the precieus grain, the poppy of
the Old World received, ares ago, all the honors of a classical flow-
er, and beeame blended with the fables of ancient mythology;
not only was it given to the impersonation of Sleep, as one of his
emblems, from the well-known vareotic influences of the plant, but
it was also considered as sacred to one of the most ancient and
most important deities of the svstem; the very oldest statues of
Ceres represent her with poppies in her garlande, blended with
ears of wheat, either carried in her hand, or worn on her head.
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The ancient poets mingled the cars of wheat and the poppy in
their verses:

* The mennest coltager
His poppy growes among the corn,”

says Cowley, in his translation of Virgil; and in our own day Mur.
Hood, in his pleasing picture of Ruth, introduces both plants,
when deseribing her beautiful eolor :

< Aud o her eheck on gutomn flush,

Like poppics groen with corn.”

In short, so well established is this association of the poppy and
whent, by the long course of observation from tine immemorial to
the present season, that the very modistes of Paris, when they wish,
to trim a straw bonnet with field plants, are eareful to miangle the
poppy with heads of wheat in their artificial flowers, Fickle
Fashion hers¢lf is content to leave these plants, vear after vear, en-
twined together in her wreaths,

Dut in spite of this scneral prevalence of the poppy throughout
the grain-fields of the Old World, and its acknowledged claim to
a place beside the wheat, it is quite unknown here as a4 weed.
With us this ancient association is broken up.  Never having seen
it ourselves, we have frequently asked farmers from different parts
of the country if they had ever found it umonyg their wheat, and
thus far the answer has always been the sane ; they had never seen
the flower out of gardens,  Among our cottage gardens it is very
eommon. 14 is, however, niaturalized abount Westchester, in Penn-
sylvania, and may possibly be found in some other isolated spots;

but in all this range of wheat-growing country, among the great
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grain-fields of the Genesee, of Ohta, of Michigan, it is said to be
entitely unknown as a ficld plant.

Tt must be the compurative severity of the winters which has
broken up this very ancient conneetion in our part of the world;
and vet they have at times very severe seasons in France and Ger-
many, without destroving the field poppies,

Fridey, 37th.—Conler : a refreshing shower last evening ; a0
thunder or huhtaing,

The butterflies are very numerous now ; torfoise-shell, black,
and yellow, with here and there a blue ; large parties of the little
white kind, und the tiny tortotse-shell, also, are fluttering about
the weeds,  The yellow butterflies with pink markings are the
most common sort we hive here; they are regular roadsters. eon-
stantly seen on the bighway, Lust summer about this time, while
driving between Penn-Yan and Seneca Lake, we found these little
creatures more numerous than we hud ever vet seen them ; there
had Been a heavy rain the day before, and there were many half-
deied. muddy pools along the voud, which scemed to attract these
buttertlies more than the flowers in the meadows; they are al-
wavs found hovering over such spots in summer ; but on that oe-
casion we =aw =0 many that we attempied to count them, and in
half a mile we passed seventy, =0 that in the cowrse of a drive
of & couple of howrs we probably saw more than a thou-
sand of these pretty creatures strung along the hivhway in litle
flocks,

There is & singular inseet of this tribe, a kind of muth, seen
about the flower-beds in the summer months,  They are so much
like hwaming-birds in their movements, that many of the country

people consider them as a sort of eousin-german of our common
(1
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rubythroat. We have been repeatedly asked if we had seen these
“gmull humming-birds,”  Their size, the bird-like form of their
body and tail, the rapid, quivering motien of their wings, their
habit of feeding on the wing instead of aligghting on the flowers,
are indecd strangely like the humming-bird,  Nevertheless, these
are true moths, and there are, 1 believe, several species of them
flitting sbout our mendows and gardens.  The common green pn-
tato, or iobiceo-worm, is sad to become o moth of this kind ; and
the whele tribe of hawk-moths are now sometimes ealled hum-
ming-hird moths, from tiese same jusects. They are not peealiar
to this country, but wre well known also . Euwrope, though
not very common there.  Altoguether, they are sincrular little crea-
tures ; their tongues, with which they extract the heney from the
Howers, just as the humming-Lird does, are in some eases remark-
ably long, even longer than their bedies,  One of the tribe is said
to have a tongue six inches in leneth, and it eoils it up like &
watch-spring when not using it.

Saturduy, Q5th.-=Passed the aftermoon in the woods.

What a noble gift to man are the forests T What a deln of grati-
tude and admiration we owe for their utility und their beauty !

How pleasantly the shadows of the wood full upen our heads,
when we turn from the chitter and twrmoil of 1he world of man!
The winds of heaven seem to linwer amid  these balmy brinclies,
andl the sunshine falls Jike s blessing upon the areen leaves; the
wild b.eath of the forest, fragrant with burk and berry, fans the
brow with grateful freshiness ; and the beautiful wood-tight, neither
gavizh nor gloomy, full of caln and peaceful influences, sheds re-
posc over the spirit,  The view ix limited, and the objects abous

us are uniform in charanter ; vet within the hosmn of the woods



THE FOREST. 203
the mind readily lays aside its daily littleness, and opens to higher
thoughts, I silent conscicusness that it stands alone with the
works of God. The humble moss bencath our feet, the sweet
flosers, the varied shrubs, the great trees, and the sky gleaming
above in sacred blue, are each the handiwork of Ged. They were
all called into being by the will of the Creator, as we now behold
them, full of wisdom and goodness, Kvery ohject here has
a deeper merit than our wonder can fathem: each has a
heauty hevond our full perception; the dullest insest erawling
about these roots lives by the power of the Almichty: and the
discolored shreds of last year's leaves wither away upon the lowly
lLerbs in a blessing of fertility. But it is the great trees, strotch-
ing their arms above us in a thousand forms of grice and strength,
it is more especially the trees which ] the mind with wender and
praise.

Of the infinite variety of fruits which spring from the bosom of
the earth, the trees of the wond ace the greatest in dignity.  Of
all the works of the ereation which know the changes of life and
death, the trees of the forest have the longest existence,  Of all
the objects which crown the gray earth, the woods preserve un-
changed, throughout the greatest reach of time, their native char-
acter : the works of man are ever varving their aspect ; his towns
and his fiekls alike reflect the unstable opiniens, the fiekle wills
and fancies of ench puassing generation: but the forests on his
borders remain to-lay the same they were ages of years since,
.O1d ax the everlusting hills, during thousands of seasons they have
put forth, and laid down their verdure in calm obedicnee to the
decree which first bade them enver the ruins of the Deluge.

But, although the forests are great and old, vet the ancient
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{rees within their bounds must each bend individually beneath the
doom of every earthly existenee; they have their allotted period
when the mosses of Time gather upon their branches; when,
touched by decay, they break and crumble to dust.  Like man,
they are decked in living beauty; like man, they full & prey to
death; and while we admire their duration, so far bevond our
own brief years, we also acknowledge that especial interest which
can only Brlong to the graces of life and to the desolation of
denth,  We ruise our eves and we see eollected in one company
virorous trunks, the oak, the ash, the pine, firm in the strength of
maturity ; by their side stand a young group, ¢lm, and birch, and
maple, their supple hranches plaving in the brevzes, gay and fresh
as vouth itself; and yonder, rising in unheeded ¢loom, we behold
a skeleton trunk, an old fir, every branch bruken, every leaf
fallen,— dull, still, sad, like the finger of Death,

It is the peeuliar nature of the furest, that life and death may
ever be found within its bounds, in immediate presence of each
other : both with ceuseless, noiseless, advanees, niming at the mas-
tery ; and if the influences of the first be the most gencral, those
of the lnst are the most striking,  Spring, with all her wealth of
life and jov, tinds within the forest many a tree unconseious of
her appronch; a thousand young plants springing up about the
fullen trunk, the shagey ronts, seek to soften the gloomy wreek
with a semblanee of the verdure it bore of old ; but ere they have
thrown their fresh and graceful wreaths over the mouldering woed,
half their own tribe wither and die with the year. We owe to this
perpetund presence of death an impression calm, sotemn, almost

religious in character, a chastening influence, bevond what we find

in the open ficlds, But this subdued spint is far from gloomy or
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oppressive, since it never fails to be relicved by the cheerful ani-
mation of living beauty. Sweet flowers grow beside the fullen
trecs, among the shattered branches, the season through ; and the
freedom of the wouds, the unchecked growth, the careless posi-
tion of every tree, are fuvorable to a thousand wild heauties, and
funtastic forms, opening to the mind a play of funcy whieh is in
itself cheering und enlivening, like the bright sunbeanms which
chequer with golden light the shadowy groves, That charncter
of rich variety also, stamped on all the works of the creation, is
developed in the forest in clear and noble furms ; we are told that
in the fivld we shall not find two bludes of grass exactly alike,
thut in the garden we shall not gather two fluwers precisely sim-
ilar, but in those cases the lines are minute, and we do not seize
the truth at once; in the woods, however, the same fact stands re-
corded in bulder lines; we cannot fail to mark this great variety
of detail among the trees ; we see it in their trunks, their branches,
their foliage; in the rude knots, the gnarled reots; in the mosses
and liehens which feed upon theiv bark ; in their forms, their col-
oring, their shodows.  And within all this luxurianee of varied
benuty, there dwells o sweet quict, 8 noble harmony, a ealm re-
pose, which we seek in vain elsewhere, in so full a measure,

These hills, and the vallevs at their feet, Jax for untold centu-
ries one vast forest; unnumbered seasons, ages of unrecorded
time passed away while they made part of the boundless wilder-
ness of woods. The trees waved over the valleys, they rose upon
the swelling knolls, they filled the hollows, they crowded the nur-
row glens, they shaded the brooks and springs, they washed their
roots in the lakes and nivers, they stood upon the ixlands, they

swept over the broad hills, they crowned the lveads of 2li the moun- )
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tains,  The whole lund lay slumbering in the twilight of the for-
est. Wild dreams made up its half-conscious existence,  The
hungry cry of the beast of prey, or the fieree deed of savage
man, whoop aud danee, triumph and torture, broke in fitful bursts
upon the deep silenee, and then died away, leaving the breath of
life to rize and fall with the passing winds,

Every rocky eliff on the hill-side, every marshy spot on the low-
lands, vas veiled in living, rustiing folds of green, Here a dark
wave of pine, hoakiek, and balsam ran thireugh a ravine, on yon-
der knoll shone the rich glossy verdure of oak, and maple, and
chextnut; upon the breast of the mountsin stood the bireh, the
elm, and the axpen, in Lyht and airy tufts. Leaves of every tint
of green plaved in the summer sunshine, Jeaves fluttered in the
moonlight, and the showers of heaven fell everywhere upon the
green leaves of the unbroken forest.

Sixty vears have worked a wonderful change; the forest has
fallen upon the lowlands, and there is not & vallev about us which
has not been opened. Another half century may find the coun-
try bleak and bure s but ax vet the woods have not all been felled,
and within the eircle which bounds our view, there is no moun-
tain which has Deer wholly shorn, none presents a hald front o
the skv; upon the lake shore, there ave several hills still wap-
ped in wood from the summit to the baxe, lle who takes
pleasure in the forest, by picking his way, and following n winding
course, may yet travel many a long mile over a <hady pth, such
ns the red man loved.

The forest lands of * merica preserve to the present huur some-
thing that is characteristic of their wild condition, undisturbed for

ages. They abound in runs of their own.  Old trees, dead and
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dying, are left standing for years, untif at length they are shiv.
ered and broken by the winds, or they crumble slowly away to
a shupeless stump, There was no farester at hand to eut them
down when the first sizns of decay appeared ; they had no uses
then, now they have no value,  DBroken limbs and dead bodics of
great trees lie seattered through the forests; there are spots where
the winds seem to have battled with the woods—at every step
one treads on fallen trunks, stretehed in giant length upon the
earth, this still elad in its armor of back, that bLare and moulder-
ing, stained by green mildew, one a crumbling mass of fraements,
while others, again, lic shrouded in beawtiful mosses, long green
hillocks marking the grave of trees slowly tuming to dust. Young
trees are frequently found growing upon these forest ruins ; if a
giant pine or cak has been levelled by some storm, the mass of
matted roots and earth will stand upright for vears in the =ame
position into which it was ruised by the fuliimg trunk, and occa-
sionally & gaod-sized hemloek, or pine, or heeeh, is soen growing
from the summit of the mass, which in itself is perhaps ten or
twelve fect high,  We have found a stout tree, of perhups twen-
ty years’ growth, which has spruny from a chance seed, sown by
the winds on the prostrate trunk ol a fallen pine or chesinut,
growing until its roots have stretehed down the side of the moul-
dering log, and rezehed the earth on both sides, thus holding the
crumbling skeleton firmly in ils young embrace,  The decay of
these dead trees is straneely slow ;) prostrate pines have been
known to last fifty years, underayed. still preserving their sap;
and upright gray shafts often remain standing for vears, until
one comes to know them ax familinrly as the li\'ing trees.  In-

rtances are on record where (hev have thus remained ereet in
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death for & space of forty years.®* Amid this wild confusion, we
note here and there some mark left by civilized man; the track
af wheels, a rude rond sprinkled over by withered leaves, or the
mark of the axe, sharp and clean, upon & stump close at hand,
remineing us how freely and how yichly the forest contributes to
the wants of our ruce.

Perhaps two-fifths of the woods in our neighborhood are ever-
greens, chuefly pine and hemlock ; the proportion varies, however,
in difftrent spots ; oecnsionally you see a whole mountain-side
dirk with hemlock and pine, while other hills, again, wre abnost
entirely covered with deciduvus frees; more frequently, they are
Pleasingly mingled in the same wood.  Both hemlock and pine
grow in all positions, upon the hills, in the valleys, in dry seils,
andd upon the bunks of the stremms,  The balsam is less common,
geaerally found in marhy spots, In company with its kinsman,
of the tanurach, whicl: in summer, at Jeast, bas all the appearance
of anevergreen.  Fhe balsam is a beautiful tree : though nut aspir-
ing to the diguity of the pine and hemlock, it shoots ap in the
most perfect and gradual spive-like form, to a beight of thirty or
forty feet, remarkadle for its cleganee; the folinge is very rich
in eolor and quantity. It scems to delight in throwing its
image into the pools and tarns abeut eur hills, often standing
on their bunks, tinging the waiers with its own dark green,
There is ne cedar very near us; the white cedar, or cypress, is

found about eight ar nine mijes to the northward, and stil] far-

* The trees destroyed an the Missisippi by the enrthquake of 1811 are stawl-
ing today, when nearly forty years have elepsed (Dee. 1849). And many aimi-
lar instances might, no doubt, be found if people had watched these dead inhab.

itants of nur foreate,
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ther in that direclion it is very abundunt, but along the course
of the river, southward from the lake, o a distance of more thin
& hundred miles, we do not remember {0 have seen it YWe have
alxo but one pine, though that one is the chicf of its family ; the
noble white pine, the pride of the Allezhamies ; neither the yellow,
the pitch, nor the red pine is known here, so far as one cun dis-
eover.  The arbor vitie s also unknown., i has been thought by
some of our nelehbors that the evergreens dimini<h in numbers
as the old wuods are cut away, the deciduous trees gaining upon
them ; but looking albeut at the young thrifty groves of pine seen
in every dircction, there does not seem much reason to fear that
they will disappear.  Thev shoot up even in the cleared fields,
here and there, and we have observed i several instanees, that
in sputs where old pine wowds had been cut down, close thickets
of young trees of the same kind have succeeded them,

The ouk of several varieties, white, blaek, the scarlet, and the
red ; the beech, the chestuut; black and wiite ashes; the lime
or bass-wood; the white and the slippery elms; the common
aspen, the larce-leaved aspen; the downy-leaved poplar, and the
balm of Gilead poplur; the white, the yellow, and the bhlack
birches, are all very common,  The sumach and the alder abound
everywhere.  But the glossy leaves of the maple are more nu-
merous than any others, if we include the whole family, and with
the exception of the western ot ash-leaved maple, they all grow
here, from the fine sugar muple to the dwirf mountain maple :
including them all, then, perhaps they number two for one of any
other deciduous tree found here. They sow themsclves very
freely ; in the spring one tinds the lutle seedling maples coming

up everywhere,  With the exeeption of the chestnut, the nut trees
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are not so very common; yet the hickory is not rare, and both
the black walnut and the butternut are met with. The syea-
more, very abundant o the north of us, on the Mohawk, is rare
here; it 35 found on the baunks of a little stream two or three
ntiles to the southward, and that is the only spot in the neigh-
borhuod where it has been observed.  The pepperidge or sour-
gum ix found here and there only,  The tulip-tree, abundant in

most parts of the country, has not bren scen within fifteen miles

« of our Juke, The sweet-gum, or lguid-umber, is unknown here.

The sassafias, also, Is a stranger with ws.  That beautiful shrub,
the kel so very common on the ludson, is missed here; it

grows in the gounty, however, but more than twenty miles to the

“southward of our viilage. The handsome flowering dog-wood,

so ornwmental to the forests in other parts of the State, is also
rare in this neighborhood.

The tinest trees about the banks of our lake are remarkable
rather for their height than their girth, . Belonging to the old
forest race, they have been closely pressed on all sides by their
fellows, and the trunks rise in a branchless shaft to a commanding
height ; their fuliage erowns the summit in full masses, and if
never devoid of the native praces of each speeies, still it has not
all the beauty developed by the free growth of the open fields.
The older aslies, ¢lms, and ouks are striking trees, much more
stern and simple than their brethren of the lawns and meadows,
all benring the peculiar character of forest growth.  The younger
tribe of (e woods, from the same cause which gives a stern sim-
plicity to their elders, become, on the other hand, even more light
and airy than their fellows in the open ground; shaded by the
patrisrchs of the forest, they shoo up toward the light in slen-
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der gracile stems, throwing out their branches in light and diry
spray, S0 slight and supple are the stems of this younger ruce,
that trees of thirty and forty, ay, even fifty feet in heizht,
often bend low beneath the weirht of the winter's snow upon
their naked branehes ; some of them never regain their upright
position, others grmdually resume it as their tronks gain strengeth,
Upon a wikl wond-road near the luke shore there is a natural
green arehway, formed n this manoer by two tall young tiees
aceidentally bending toward each other from opposite sides of
the road, until their branches meet over the track ; the etfvet is
very pretty, one of those caprives of the forest world, which in
older times might have passed for the work of some elfin wood-
nm:n,

ftis to be feared that few among the vounger weneralion now
gpringing up will ever attain to the dignity of the old forest trees,
Very larze portions of these woods are alecady of a second growth,
and trees of the greatest size are becoming every vear more rare.
It quite ofien happens that vou come upon old stusps of much
larger  dimensions than any living trees about them ; some of
these are four, and a few five feet or more in diameter,  QOcen-
sionally, we still find a pine erect of this size; one was felled the
other duy, which meazured tive feet in dismeter.  There is an elm
about a mile from the villige seventeen feet in yirth, and not
long since we heard of a bass-wood or linden twenty-eicht fect
in eircumference,  But among the trees now standing, even those
which are sixty or eighty feet in height, many are not more than
four, or five, or xix feet in girth. The pines, especially, reach a
surprising elevatinn for their bulk,

As regards the ages of the luruer trees, one frequentiy finds
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stumps about two hundired years old: those of three hundred
are not rare, and necasionally we have seen one which we be-
lisved to claim upward of four hundeed rings,  But as a rule,
the largest trees arve singled out very ewrly in the history of a
settlement, and many of these older stumps of the largest size
have now hecome so worn and ragred, that it is seldom one can
count the circles aceurately.  They are often much injured by
fire immediately after the tree has been felled, and in nuny other
instunces deeny has bren at work at the heart, and one cannot,
perhips, count more than half the rings ; measuring will help, in
such eies, to give some idea ; by tuking fifty rings of the sound
part, and allowing the same distance of the decayed portion for
another fifty,  But this Is by ne means a sure way, since the rings
vary very much in the same tree, some being so broad that they
must have sensibly inervased the eircumierence of the trunk in
one year, Lo the exteat, perhaps, of an inch, while in other parts
of the same shaft vou will find a dozen circles crowded into thut
space,  In short, it is seldom one hns the satistaction of meeting
with a stwmp in which one mayv count every ring with perfeet
gecurney, It is said that some of the pines on the Pacitic coast,
thoss of Oregon and California, have numbered nine hundred
Fingrs 3 these were the noble Lambert pines of that region.  Prob-
ably very few of our own white pines can show more than half
that number of cireles,

1t is often said, as an excuse for leaving none standing, that
these old trees of forest growth will not live after their compan-
ions have been felled | they miss the protection which eone gives
to another, and, exposed to the winds, soon fali to the ground,

As o general rule, this may he true; but if one is inclined to be-
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lieve that if the experiment of leaving a few were more frequently
tried, it would often prove suceessful.  There s un elm of great
size now standing entirely wlone in a pretty ficld of the valley, its
girth, its age, and whoele appearanee declaring it a chicfiain of the
ancient mee—the * Sagamore clm,” as it is called—and in spite
of complete exposure to the winds from all quarters i the heav-
cits, it maintains its place firmly,  The trunk measures seventeen
feet in circumference, and it is thought to be a hundred feet in
height; but this is only from the eye, never having seen accu-
rately aseertained,  The shaft rises perhaps fifty feet withour a
branch, before it divides, according to the usnal growth of old
forest trees,  Unfortunately, gray branches are beginning to show
wmong its summer foliage, and it is to be feared that it will not
outlast many winters more; but if it die to-morrow, we shall
have owed & debt of many thavks te the owner of the ficld for
Laving lett the tree standing so long.

In these times, the hewers of wood are an unsparing race,
The first colonists lovked upon a tree us an enemy, and to judge
from appearances, one would think thut sumething of the same
spirit prevails among their descendants ut the present hour, It
is not surprising, perbaps, that a man whaose ehief object in life is
to make money, should turn his timber into bank-notes with all
possible speed ; but it is remarkable that any one at all aware of
the vulue of wood, should act so wastefully as most men do in
this part of the world.  Mature treex, young saplings, and last
year's scedlings, are all destroyed at one blow by the axe or by
fire; the spot where they have stond is left, perhaps, for a life-
time without any attempt at cultivation, or any endeavor to foster
new wood. One would think that by this time, when the forest
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has fullen in all the valleys—when the hills are becoming more
bure every doy—when timbef and fuel are rising in prices,
und new uses are found for even indifferent woods —some fore-
thought and eare in this respeet would be natural in people Jay-
ing claim to common sense.  The rapid consumption of the kurge
pine timber amony us should be cnough td;.lt(‘au:h & lesson of
prudence and economy on this subject. It has been caleulated
that 60,000 acres of pine woods are cut every year in our own
State alone; and at this rate, it is said that in twenty years, or
about 1870, these trees will have disuppenred from our part of
the country *  But unaceountable as it may appear, few Amer-
iean farmers are awure of the full value and importanee.of wood,
They seem to forget the relative value of the forests.  [U has
been reported in the State of New York, that the produce of
tilled Jands carvied to tide-water by the Erie Cunal, in une yoar,
amaounted to %%,170,000 dollurs worth of property; that of ani-
mals, or farm-stock, for the same vear, is given at 3,230,000 ;
that of the forests, lumber, staves, &o., &e., at 34,770,000, Thus
the furest yielded more than the stock, and more than half as
much as the farm lands: and when the comparative eXpense of
the two is considered, thetr value will be Lrought still nearer to-
gether.  Peltries were not included i this secount,  Qur peo-
ple scldom pemember that the forests, while they provide food
and shelter for the wildest savage tribes, make up a Lirge amount
of the wealth of the most civilized natinns, The first rade deviees
of the barbarian are shaped in wood, and the ecdar of Lebanon
ranks with the gold of Ogphir within the walls of palaces. How

* Dr. Torrey's State Botany.
+ Seo State Reports for 1835,
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much do not we ourselves owe to the forests as regrords cur daily
wants!  Qur fields ure divided by wooden fences ; wooden bridges
eross our rivers ; our village streets and highways are being paved
with wood ; the engines that carry us on our wuy by land und
by water are fed with wooud; the rural dwellings without and
within, their walls, their floors, stairways, and rvofs ure almost
wholly of wood ; and in this neighborhood the fires that burm on
our household hearths are entirely the gift of the living forest.
But independently of their murket price in dollars and cents,
the trees have other values : they are connected inmany ways with
the civilization of a country; they have thelr importince in an
intellectusl and i & moral sense. Afwer the tirst rude stage of
progress is pist in a new country—when shelter and fuod have
been provided—people begin to colleet the convenivnees and
plewsures of a permanent home about their dweliings, and then
the farmer generally sets out & few trees before bis door. This
is very desirable, but it is only the first step in the track; some-
thing more is needed; the preservation of fine trees, already
standing, marks a further progress, and 1his puint we have not
vet reached. It frequently happens that the same man who yes-
terday planted some half dozen Lranchiess saplings before his
deor, will to-day cut down a mible elm, ur ouk, only a few rods
from his house, an ubject which was in itself a bundred-fold more
beaatiful than any other in his possession,  In very truth, a fine
tree near u house is o much greater embellishment than the thick-
est coat of paint that could be put on its walls, or a whole row of
wooden columns to adorn its front : nay, a lurge shady tree in a
door-vard is much more desirable thun the most expensive ma-

hogany and velvet sofa in the parlor. Unhappily, our people
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generilly do not yet see things in this livht,  But time is a very
essentiul clement, absolutely indispensable, indeed, in true eiviliza-
tion; and in the course of years we shall, it s to be hoped, leam
farther fessons of this kind,  Closer observation will reveal 10 us
the beauty and excellence of stmplicity, a quality as yet too litile
vidued or understoud in this country.  And when we have made
this farther progress, then we shall take better care of our trees.
We sholl not be satified with setting out a dozen naked suplings
before our duor, beeause our neighbor on the left did so lust vear,
nor cut down a whole wood, within a stone’s throw of our dweil-
g, to puy for a Brussels carpet from the same piece as our
neighbor's on the right ; no, we shall not care a stiver fur mere
show and parade, in any shape whatever, but we shall lovk to
the generd propricties and fitness of things, whether our neigh-
bors to the right or the left do so or not,

How easy it would be to improve most of the farms in the
country by a Titile attention to the woods and trees, improving
their appearance, and adding to their market value at the same
time! Thinning woods and not blasting themn ; clearing only such
ground as is marked for immediate tillage ;. presecving the wood
an the hill-tops and rough sicle-hills 3 encouraging a coppice on
this or that knoil; permitting bushes and voung trees to grow at
will along the brooks and water-eourses ; sowing, if need be, a
grove on the bank of the pol, such as are found on many of our
farms ;. sparing an elm or two about the spring, with a willow
alx0 to averhang the well ; plinting one or two chestnuts, or ouks,
or heeches, near the gates or bars; leaving a few others scat-
tered about every field 1o shade the cattle in summer, as is fre.

quently done, and setting out others in groups, or singly, to shade
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the house—how little would he the Jabor or expenze required to
secomplish all this, and how desirable would be the result!  As-
suredly, the pleasing character thus given to a furm and a neigh-
borhood is far from being beneath the consideration of a sensible
mnan.

But there is also another view of the subject, A careless in-
difference to any good gift of our gracicus Maker, shows & want
of thankfulness, as any abuse or waste, betrays a reckless spirit of
evil, It is, inderd, strange that one c¢laiming to be a rational
creature should not be thoroughly ashamed of the spirit of de-
structiveness, since the principle itself is clearly an evil one.  Let
us remember that it is the Supreme Beinzx wheo is the Creator,
and in how many ways do we see his pracious providence, his
Almighty economy, deigning to work progressive renovation in
the humblest objects when their old forms have become exhaust-
ed by Time! There is also something in the cure of trees which
rises abnve the comumon lubors of husbandry, and speaks of a
generous mind. We expeet ta wear the fleeee from our flocks,
to drink the milk of cur herds, to feed upon the fruits of our
fields; but in planting a voung wood, in preserving u fine grove,
a noble tree, we look bevond ourselves to the band of household
friends, to our neizhbors—ay, to the passing wayfurer and stran-
ger who will share with us the pleasure they give, and it becomes
a grateful reflection that long after we are gone, those trees will
continue a good 1o our fellow-creatures for more years, perhaps,
than we can {ell,

Quite recently, dwo stances of an opposite character connected
with this subject have accidentally fallen under our notice. At

a particular point in the wilds of Oregon, near the bank of the
16 .
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Columbia River, there stoud a single tree of great size, one of the
majestic pines of that region, and long known as a landmark to
the hunters and emigrants passing over those solitary wastes,
One of the expeditions sent out to explore that country by the
government, arriving near the point, were on the watch for that
pine to guide their ¢ourse; they looked for it some time, but in
vain; at length, reaching the spot where they supposed it ought
to have stood-—a way-mark in the wilderness—they found the
tree lying on the earth. 1t had been felled, and left there to rot,
by some man claiming, no doubt, toe be a civilized being, The
man who could do such an aet would have been worthy o make
one of the horde of Atlilu, barbarians who delighted to level to
the ground cvery object over which their own horses could not
leap.

Opposed to this is un instanee less striking, but more pleasing,
and happily mueh nearer to our own neihlborhood.  Upon the
bunks of the Susquebannah, not far from the little villayge of
Baintwidge, the truveller, w he follows the road, observes a
very fine tree before Lim, and as he approaches he will find it to
be a luxuriant elm, standing actually in the midst of the high-
way ; its branches completely cover the bread track, sweeping
over the fences on either side.  The tree stunds in the very posi-
tion where a thorough-going utilitarian would doubtless quarrel
with it, for the road is turned a littlz out of its true course to
sweep round the trunk; but in the opinion of most people, it is
not only a very beautiful olyject in itself, but highly creditable to
the neighborhood ; for, not orly has it been left standing in its
singular position, but as far as we could see, there was not a sin
gle mark of abuse upon its trunk or branches.
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Monduy, 30th.—Very warm. Thermometer 80 in the house;
S0 in the shade without,

Walking in the Jane toward evening, saw a couple of meadow-
arks in great agitation ; perhaps some disaster had befullen their
joung ; it xeems rather late for them to have little ones, but they
raise two broods in the summer. They were flying from one
bush to another, and back again over the same ground, crying as
they went quite piteously, These birds build on the ground;
their nest is made of different grassy plants, quite eleverly con-
trived, and almost always placed in a meadow,  They are decid-
edly larger and handsomer than the European sky-lark, but their
simple note is not at all remarkable; the female sings a little as
she nses and fulls, like the wife of the ved-wing black-bird.  Their
fliyht is very diflerent from that of their European Kinsman, being
heavy and 1;|lmrim.1:'-; they like, however, to pereh om the very
highest branchies of trees, which is singular in birds living so
much on the ground, and mm'ir,g apparently with some effort,
Climate seems to affect thém but littde, for they veach from the
tropies to 537 north latitude, and they are resident birds in the
lower counties of our own State, though never remaining, T be-
lieve, nmony these hills.

It ix te be regretted that neither of the two great singing-birds
of the Old World is found in America; that both the sky-lark and
the nightingale should be strangers on this side the Atlantic, In
some respects the nightingale differs from the commoen notions
regarding it in this country. We have read so much of * pluin-
tive Philomel,” that most of us fancy a solitary bird, in the deep
recesses of the grove, chanting by moonlight an air “ most mu-

gical, most melancholy.” Tut this is far from being always the
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case; the birds sing by daylight at least as often as they do at
night, and of a pleasant morning or evening, one may hear &
whaole choir of them singing cheerfully together. It is said that
they never move about in flovks; this may be so, but they cer-
tainly live in close neighborhood—a number in the same wood.
In the months of Muay and June, at early dawn, just about the
time when the market people and chimney-sweeps are moving
about the streets of Paris, the nightingales we heard singing gayvly
envugh, 1 dazen at & time, perhaps, in the very heart of that great
ey, Fhey live in the smaronniers, and lindens, and elms, among
the noble gardens of the town, whether public or private, and
see o mind the neighborhowd of man as little as the greenlets
which fiit about the plane-trees of Philadelphia. It is true, that
at the sume season, you may, ff you choose, fake a moonlighs

walk in the country,

¢ And the mute silence hist along,
Leat Philomel will deign n song

In her awectest, sacddeat plight.”

And probably this =olitary song, ewing partly to the moonlight,
and partly te the stillness of night, will jproduce a much deeper
effect than the choir you heard in the morning, or &t sunsct.

It is suid that an attempt wus made, some years since, to intro-
duce the nightingnle into this country, & gentlemiun in Virginia
having imported a number und given them their liberly in the
woods.  Dut they seem to have all died ; the change of climue
and food was probably too great. They are delivate birds; they
are said tn be very rare in the northern counties of England, and
to avold aluo the western parts of the island. Still, the nightir
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gale is a bird of passage, and now that the sea-voyage is so much
shorter, pusaibly, if the experiment were repeated, it might sue-
ceed,  DBirds are great travellers, and they have undoubtedly
spread (themselves over the world us we now find them,  Within
our own short history, we know of well-nceredited instunces of
changes in their course, In this very State we now have the
singular Cliff-swallow, which a few years since wus entirely un-
known, and the first seen here were a solitary pair. The Cat- ¢
birds also are said to have been unknown on the Genesee until
several vears after the country had been opened,  Blue-birds
and rubins are far more pumerous than they used to be, while on .
the other hand several birds are known to have deserted our
neighborhood for regions more to their taste, such as the quail,
the kill-deers, the crested woodpeckers, &e., &e. ’
The sky-lark s more hardy than the nightingale, and possitily
might bear our clinuite better, though not o migratory bird, Of the
two, we should perhaps prefer the lurk. To the first place, he sings
more or less the whole year round, und never descrts his native
fields, while the nightingale is only in voice for a foew weeks in
May and June.  And then the habits of the lark are peeuliar to
himself.  There is no act of the cagle so noble i churacter as the
uptising of the lark to greet the sunj it is the very sublime of
action. We know nothing within the whele range of nature more
eloquent. 1f we may believe Lafontaine, this bird likes to build

s lowly nest in a grain-ficld—

* Les alousties font lear nid

Daxs les blis, quand ils sont en herbo.”

The lark of the fuble sings wittily, rather than lyrically; but
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all that the bonlonime does with the ereatures which people his
world of fancy, is so exquisite in its way, that we are entirely
satisfied with his bird in the homely, motherly character, 1t is
her husband who is the poet; it is ke who sings those noble sun-
rise odes; she herself is the clever, notable—mere de fumitfe—
who knows the world, though Lafontaine did not. When the
farmer talks of collecting first his neighbors, and then his rela-
tions, to cut the grain, she gives hersell no concern whatever—
why should she?  But when the good-man comes with his son,
and they decide to begin the work themsclves, the point is set-
tled, the tark family must take fligcht—

“Clest it e conp, qu'il funt décamper, mes onfanta,
Et low petits en mime temps
Veletants, so culehutants
Délogirent tous, sans trompotte.”

In this purt of the world, Lafontaine would have been com-
pelled to choose some gther mere humble bird, to teach us so clev-
erly the useful lesson of self-dependence ; but if he had chanced
to make acquaintance with the meadow-Luk, the grass-bird, the
bobolink, or even the modest little song-sparrow, he would have
tanght either of them, in a trice, to sing with more than all < I'es-
prit des Mortemars,”

Ihere is in this country a lark common to both continents—the

~horned-lark or shore-lark—a very pretty arctic bird, which in
winter goes as far south as Georgia, but we have never head of
it in these highlands. On the coast of Long Island it is quite
common. It is said alse to breed on the Western prairies.

Tueslay, 31st.—Refreshing shower in the morning; gentle

rain, no thunder o lghtning ; it is remarkable how little elec-
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trcity we have had this summer, We have often, in common
seasons, heavy shawers, with very sharp lightning, and thunder
which echoes grandly among our hills. We have known the
lightning to strike seven times in the course of an hour, in the vil
lage and the immediate neighborhood, twice in the luke, and five
times on the land ; but very happily, no sericus accident occurred
on that occaston, theugh ovne or two persons were stunned. This
summer we have hardly scen a flash.

First melons to-duy,

Wednesday, August 1st.—Pleasant; walked over Mill Bridge
in the afternoon.  Gathered a fine bunch of the crimson lobelia
by the river-side, What an exquisite shade of red lies on the
petals of this brilliant plant! It reminds one that the Russian
word for beauty and for red is said to be the same—~&rosnod, as
M. de SBégur gives it ; most of us would probably consider rose-
color or blue as more beautiful, but certainly the inimitable, vivid,
and yet delicate tint of the lobelia, may claim to be identical with
krasnoi, or beauty. The blue lobelia, alse very handseme in its
way, i not found here, though very common on the Mohawk.

Walking through a wood, found hawk-wort and asters in bloom,
also a handsome ratilesnake plantain, or Goodyera, with its veined
leaves and fragrunt spike of white flowers; this is one of the
plants formerly thought to cure the bite of the rattlesnzke, though
little credit is given to the notion now-a-days,

Thursday, 2d.—Long drive down the valley.

There is not a single town of any size within a distance of
forty miles, yet already the rural population of this county is quite
large, The whole country, within a wide circuit noith, south,
east and wesl, partakes of the same general character; mountain
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ridires, half tilled, half wood, screening cultivated valleys, sprin-
Kled with farms and hamlets, among which same pretiv stremn
generally winds its way,  The waters in our immediate neighbor-
Lood all flow to the southward, though only a few miles to Lhe
north of our village, the brooks are found running in an opposite
course, this valley lying just within the borders of the dividing
fi(!ge. The river itself, though farther south it pecomes one’ of
the great streums of the country, earmot boast of much breadth
80 near its source, and running quietly among the meadows, half
sereened by the groves and thickets, scarcely shows in the gen-
eral view,

The whole surfuce of the country is arable ; very little marsh
or bog is found in the lower lands, and there are no barren tracts
upon the hills, Rocks rarely break through the surface, except
here and there where a low cliff runs along the hill-sides, and
these are usually shoded by the forest, This general fertility,
this blending of the ficlds of man aud his tillage with the woods,
the great husbandry of Providence, gives a fine character to the
country, which it could not claim when the lonely savage roamed
threugh wooded valleys, and which it must lose if ever eupidity,
wd the haste to grew rich, shall destroy the forest entirvely, and
leave these hills to posterity, bald und bare, as those of many
older inds. - No perfection of tillage, no luxuriance of produce
van make up to a countey for the loss of its forests ; vou may turn
the sotl into a very garden erowded with the richest erops, if shom
ol wood, like Sampson shorn of his locks, it may wenr a florid as-
peet, but the noblext fruit of the earth, that which is the greatest
proof of her strength, will he wanting.

Cross-rourlds occur freqnuently, and many more are seen in the
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distance, winding over the hills toward other valleys and other
villawes,  Indeed, the number of roads by which the country is
cut up in every directiun, crossing each other at short intervals,
hither and thither, might alone lead a forcigner to suppose it much
older in civilization ; and when the great extent of the country and
the dite of its settlement are rememberad, these roads bear very
striking testimony {o the spirit and activity of the people. It is
true that many of them are very imperfectly worked, yet in sum-
mer and winter they are all in respectable condition, and many of
them as good as need be; these new plank roads, which are just
beginning, promixe, indeed, to be admirable, and the workman-
ship, filling ap hollows and geading hills, is often guite imposing,
It must also be remembered that the climate is mueh against us
in this respect, owing to the decp frosts of winter and sudden
thaws of spring, which are enough to injure greatly the best-made
roads in the world.

The soil, without being so rich as that farther west, is very
good, and the school of agriculture respectable, though scarcely
very scientific, A portion of the farmers are graziers and dairy-
men, and large herds are seen feeding in some pastures.  Wool
is also a staple of the county, und one cannut go very far without
coming upon a flock of sheep, nibbling quictly by themselves, un-
watched by dug or shepherd,  During the summer months, the
cattle of these valleys huve generally gr)nd' cause tu he satisfied
with their lot ; the grass seldom fuil+, and those excessive heats,
accompanied by long parehing droughts—almost a matter of course
in the lower counties—are seldem felt here; the continued warm
weather of this last surmmer has been something uncommon, But
though dryer than usual, our meadows are still greener than thosa

&
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in other parts of the State; we have just heard that two hundred
head of cattle, and two thousand head of sheep, have been driven
into our county from St. Lawrence, to be pastured here during
the drought,  Generally, our grass and foliage are refreshed by
passing showers, during the wurmest weather, and the beauty of
the verdure 18 a source of great pleasure to those who come from
the browen fields about New York and Philadelphia.

The crops are those which belong naturally to a temperate,
hilly eountry,  Wheat, oats, buckwheat, maize, potatoes, and bar-
ley are the most commaon, with some twmips and earrots for fod-
der,  Rye is rather rave,  Hop-grounds are frequent, for al-
though this is not much of a beer-drinking community, yet a
brge amount of hops is earried hience o the sea-ports for Euvo-
peun markets,  These ficlds are said to be very profitable for the
owners, bul they are by no means so pleasing in a landseape as
grain or pasture linds,  Those two vines, the hop ond the grape,
so Juxuriant and beautiful in their natwal state, alike lose much
of their peeuliay grace, when caltivated in the ¢common wayv;
at a distance, a hop-ground and a vinevard very much resemble
each other, though the hop is trained much hicher than the grape;
the polex and slikes in each case go far toward destroying the
beauty of the plants,  Both these vines, by-the-by, the grape
and the hop, are natives of this part of the country,

The new disease among the polatoes, which las already dene
so muieh mischicf in past years, has only shown itself this season
in same few ficlds.  Generally, the crop looks quite well in our
neighborhood,  This disease seems to be une of the most singular
on record in the vegetable world, unaccountable in its origin, and

0 very general in both hemisphares: is it not the anly instance
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of such a general and prolonged biight? Probably in time the
evil will mercifully be removed, for it scarcely belongs to the na-
ture of vegetable productions to perish entirely and become ex-
tinct like tribes of animals. .

About & eouple of miles from the village there is a very pretty
pool in a ficld near the road, covering, perbaps, an acre or more
of ground; marvellous tales were formerly told of its depth, and
for a long time peaple tricd to believe it unfathomable; but un-
fortunately, actual measurement has destroyed the illusion, and it
is found to be only five or #ix feet in depth! All agree, however,
that it has become much more shallow since the country has been

vpened and the woods cut away:

*% Befure these ficlds were shomm and tilled,
Full to the brin: our rivers fowed ;
The melody of waters filled
The fresh and boundless wood.
Axd torrents dashed, and rivulets played,
And fountains spouted in the shade.”

But now, as the old Indian sings, these things are changed :

*The springs are ailcnt in the san,
The rivers Ly the blackened shora

With lessening eurrent run.”

This littie lake, Pappoose Pocol, as it is ealled, looks very pret-
tily as one comes and goes alony the highway, with its border of
evergreens of varicus kinds sweeping half round it, and making a
fine background to the water, which they color with their dark
branches.

Presently, after passing this little pool, one comes to a factory

on the bank of a pretty stream of some wize, which received its
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name from the number of osks standing on its banks in former
times ; most of these have been felled years ago, and the river
now runs among open ficlds, just beyond the fuetory, however, a
few houry ald trunks are seen rising far nbove the younger trees
and shrubs; but these are sycamores, and with their white bark
and scanty branches, they look like lingering ghosts of the fallen
furest.  The banks of 1his stream are the only ground in the neigh-
borhood, T belivve, where sycamores are found, and there are but
a few, scattered here and there, along its track.

The factory, o stone building of some size, with its usual neigh-
hors, a mill and a store, muke up a little hamlet, with & cluster of
red wouden eottages, and a yellow house for the agent, A couple
of thriving maples, good-sized trees, bave been left standing in
the opun space crossed by the roud, much to the credit of those
who have sparcd them—* may their shadows never be less!” It
is a pity that a few more were not seattered about with a bench
or two  the shade; the spot would then make a neat hamlet
gl't.‘(.‘ll‘

Some people think that public seats would not arswer in our
part of the world; it js said that if made of stone they would be
cracked mmd broken, if made of wood chipped and defaced by
the knives of the thoughtless men and bovs of a eountry neigh-
horhood,  DBut surely it i time we began to learn a lesson of civ-
ilization in this respect; to put things to their proper uses is one
«f the first precepts of goud gense und good manmers,  Benches
were not made to be chipped, nor knives to muiilite and deface
with, One would like an experiment of this kind to be fairly
tried ; if it fuiled, then it would be time encugh to complain ; and

wherever it succeeds, it must be very creditable to the rural com-
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munity who carries it out. Iravellers in Switzerlund remember
with pleasure the seats placed at intervals along the road-side in
that country for the weury and wayfuring ; near Berne these seatsare
very commen indeed, and although they are often found in quiet,
secluded spots, the fear of their being injured by the people seems
never to have been suguested.  Canmot we in this country, where
schools, and books, and ehurches are so common, fullow, in this
respect, the pleasant, simple custom olfered by the example of
our fellow-republicins of Berne?  These public benches furm, in-
deed, only a part of a genernd system, the first step toward the
open green of (he village, the public walks of the larger towns,
and the neble gardens of great cities, su happily provided in most
countries of Eurupe, for the health and innucent recreation of the
prople.  Surely it would be very desivable to ntroduce all these
into gur own country, and here, where lund is cheaper, they ought
to be more vastly carried out than in the Old World, A bench
or two of this deseriptivn benenth g cluster of trees on a litle
green in any hamict, would have u good effect in bringing many
a mother out Into the open air, with her baby, at odd moments,
when it would be good for both to be there, such a play-ground
would be hetter than the dusty street for the children; and if
fathers and husbands were content to talk polities under the trees
rather thun in the smoky, drinking bar-room, it would certainly do
them no harm.

Besides this cotten factory ut the Twin-Maples, there is another
on the opposite side of the valley, upon the main stream ; several
others are found in different parts of the county, but they ure all
on a moderate scale.

Another large stone building is seen across the valley, on the
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brow of an abrupt bank, looking in the distance like an old French
auberge. It is the county poor-house, and rising in the midst of
a prosperous country, tells us that even under the most favora-
ble eircumstances, within a youny and vigorous society, there must
be poor among us, some the victims of their own follies or vices,
some the victims of those of others,

The valley hecomes broader and more level about four or five
miles from the village; a hamlet has grown up bere about an
Academy, fonnded ewdy in the history of the county, by a Lu-
theran elergvman, who has left his nume to the spot.  Farm-
houses and eottages are springing up bere along the highway in
close neighborhood, for a mile or more.  Many of these, painted
white, with green blinds, and pleasant door-vards, and & garden
adjoining, ook very neat and cheerful.  Green-house plants, ge-
raninms, callas, cuctuses, de., de, are seen on these cottage
parches at this season ; they are much prized during the long win-
ter, and something of the kind is found in many houses, A very
broad field, remarkubly level for this part of the world, lies on
one side of the highway; sugar-maples line the road here, and
they bear marks of having heen apped for the sap, thus serving
the double purpose of 4 pleasant, shady avenue, and a sugar-bush
where the trees are close at hand. A burying-ground lies at one
corner of the broad field, and a litlle meeting-house at the far-
ther point.  But the great edifice of the hamlet is of course
the Seademy, a brick bailding. eolored gray, flanked by wings,
with a green before its dours, and s double row of maples,
planted in & semicircle, forming its acaderic shades.  The in-
stitution was endowed by the Lutheran elerevman, a German by

birth, who was the original awner of a small patent eavering this

e —— e it
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spot ; the worthy man is said to have been an eccentric character,
but he was one of the first preachers of the Holy Gosple, per-
haps the very tirst, in this valley, and his preaching from a cart is
onc of the local traditions, A little i)al:‘sonnge close at hand is
occupied by the principal of the Academy ; with its garden, fiow-
ers, arbor, and bee-hives, it looks pleasantly from the rond-side.
Some years since it was 4 Swedish elergyman who officiated here.

From the summit of & hill on the left, crossed by a country
road, there is a fine view over the valley, and the lake in the dis-
tance ; there are also several little sheets of water, limpid, mount-
ain tarns, among those hills; the stream f'ﬁm‘ing from one of these
forms a modest little eascade. It is rather remarksble that we
have so few cascades in this county, abounding as it does with
bronks and streams, and lesser Jakes lying at different levels; but
the waters generally work their way gradually down the hills
without tuking any bold leaps.

On the opposite side of the valley, a mile or two farther down
the stream, there is a singular fissure in the rocks, a sort of ravine,
called « The Jambs,” where a gealogist might pavhups find some-
thing to interest him, if one ever found his way here. A low
barrow is also observed on that side of the valley, which some
persons believe to be artificial ; it hax very much the character of
the Tndian mounds in other parts of the countrr, very regular in
its outline, and not larrer than many which are known to be the
work of the red man ; occasiomally it is proposed to open it, but
no step of the kind has yet been taken.  “Uhere are, however,
very many low knolls about our vailey, near the banks of the
river, and it is sometimes difiicult 1o decide, from a partial exam-

ination, whether they wera raised by man, or shaped by floods.
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Friday, 3d.—Walked in the woods. QOur sweet-fern is a
pleasant plant; there i3 always something very agreeable in a
shrub or tree with fragrant foliage ; the perfume is rarely sickly ;
as oceasionally huppens with flowers, it is almost always grateful
and refreshing,  These aromatic lenves of the sweet-tern are fre-
quently used in rustic practice to stop bleeding; we have never
seen the remedy tried, but have often heard it recommended.
Some of our good-wives also make a tea of the leaves, which they
say 15 very strengthening, and good for hemorrhage of the lungs.
The plaat is also ased in home-mide beer.

Srietly speaking, the botanists do not call this a fern, but it
looks very much as if Adam moy have -called it so. It is the
only plant of the kind, in temperate climates, with & woedy stem.
The butanical name of Comptonia was given it, after a bishop of
London, of the last century, who was a great botunist.

In some of the northern counties of New York, Herkimer and
Warren, for instance, acres of wild lands, whole mountain-sides,
are covered with this plant, even to the exclusion, in many places,
of the whortleberry ; in that part of the country it also grows as
a weed by the roud-side, ke the thistles and moulleins, In our
own neighborkoud it is chiclly contined to the woods,

Suturdoy, 4th—Fleasant day. At nine o’clock in the evening
set out for & mwonlight walk on Mount ——.  Deautiful night;
the rising moun shone through the branches, tilling the woods, as
it were, with wild fantastic fornys never seen by day; one seems
at such moments to be moving in w new world, among trees and
plants of unother ereativn,  The brake had a very peculiar aspeet,
& faint silvery light lay upon its fronds, even in the shade, giving

the idea that in the sunshine they must be much paler in color
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than their neighbors, which is not the cuse; the same sort of
pale, phesphoreseent light gleamed about other plants, and upon
the ¢hips and stones in the path,

The views, after leaving the woods, were beautifully clear und
distincl. The refieetions in the lake below were strangely perfuct
for a night seene; village, woods, and hills Jay softly repeated on
the bosem of the flowd, as theugh it were dreuming by wight
of objects dear and familiar by duy.  One might have counted
the trees and the fivlds; even the yellow coloring of the grain-
fields beside the green meiduws was distinetly given.

As the night winds rese and fell with a gentle murmuring
sough, the deep bass of the frors, and the hicher notes of the in-
sect throng, continued in one unbroken chaunt.  What myriads of
those Httle creatures must be awake and stirring of a tine surnmer
night! DBut there is & larger portion of the great family on carth
in movement at night, than we are apt to remember; because we
sleep ourselves, we funey that other creatures are inactive alse,
A number of birds fiy at nighit besides the owlx, and night hawks,
and whip-poor-wills ; very many of those who come and go be-
tween our cooler elimate and the tropies, make their long journeys
lizhted by the moon or the stars.  The beasts of prev, as is well
known, geoerally move at pight.  Of the Jarger quadrupeds be-
lenging Lo this continent, the bears, and walves, and foxes, are
often in motion by starlight ; the moose and the deer frequently
feed under a dark sky; the punther is almost wholly nocturnal ;
the wary and industrinus beaver also works at night; that singu-
lar creature, the opossum, sleeps in his tree by duy and comes

down ai night, The pretty Ltile flying-squirrel wakes up as twi-
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fight drmws on; our Amerivan rabhit alse shuns the day; that
pest of the farm-yard, the skunk, with the weasels, rove about on
their mischicvous errands at night.  Bome of those animals whose
furs are most valued, as the ermine and sable, are nocturnal ; so
is the black-eat, and the rare wolvenne alsno.  Even our domestic
cattle, the cows and horses, may frequently be seen grazing in the
pleasant summer vichts,

Monday, GH:A——lir'i‘r__-j]n, wirm d:l_\'. Thermometer %4,

Icard an orivle among some elms on the skirts of the village

this nisrniner

=y

i is rather late for them.  We generally see little
of them after July ; when they huve reared their family, and the
yoang have come to duys of discretion, these brilliant birds seem
to beeome more shy; they are \‘1'r)'.apl, to leave the villages ahout
that time for the woods.  Some few, however, oceasionally remain
Jater, But toward the lust of this month they already tuke their
flisht senthward. :

A change has come over the bobulinks also—in July they lose
those chwerful, pleusant notes with which they enliven the fields
earlier in the season; it is true they are still seen fiuttering over-
the meadows from time to time, with a peeuliae cry of their own,
and the vounr males acquire a pretty note of their own, which
they sing in the morning, but they are glready thinking of mov-
ingg, They are very cheerful birds, and one misses them when
they disuppear.  We seldom see them here in those large flocks
common cliewhere ; those about us are probably all natives of
our own meadows, They travel southward very gradually, visit-
ing first, in large partics, the wild rice-grounds of Pennsylvania
and Maryland, where they remain some weeks ; in October, they
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sbound in the cultivated rice pluntutions of Carolina, where they
also Hnger a while, but finally they retreat to the tropical islands,
Altogether, few birds are so long on their progress southward.

Tuewday, Tth.—Walked in the Great Meadow,  The old trees
which bordered this fine ficld in past years ave fast fulling before
the axe, A few summers back, this was one of the most beautiful
meadows in the valley - a broad, grossy lawn of some twenty
acres, shut out from the world by a belt of wood sweeping round
it in a wide circle; it was favorite ground with some of us, one
of thase spots where the sweet quict of the fivlds, and the deeper
calm of the forest, are brought together,  On one hand, the trees
were of a younger growth, lusuriint and grove-like in aspeet, but
bevond, the wood rose from the bauk of the river in tall, grand
eolumns, of lighter and darker shades of gray,  Nothing can be
more different than the leafy, bowery border of a common wouod,
where one 5(‘&1!’&('1_\' sees the trunks, and the bounds which mark
a breach in the ancient forest.  The branchless shafts of those
aged ouks, pines, chestnuts, hemlocks and ashes, are very im-
pressive ohjects, forming in sueh positions a8 nable forest portal,
We have frequently stood upon the highway, perhaps half a mile
off, to admire these great trunks liyhted up by the sunshine, with
which they had so lately made acquaintance ; there are fow such
forest eolonnades left in our neighborhood, and this is now fulling
rapidly before the axeman,

The houry trunks of the ashes are particulurly fine in such situ-
ations; they are the hshtest in eoloring amang our larger trees,
as the shaft of the hemlocks is the darkest. The ashes of this
country very frequently grow in low grounds on the banks of
tivers. We have many varieties of this fine tree in the United



a3 BURAL BOURA

Stales : the white, the red, the green or yellow, the blue, and the
Llack, besides the small and very rare flowering ash, only twenty
feet high,  Of these ditferent kinds, only the white and the black
are understood to belong to our highland county ; both these are
common here, and both are handsome and valuable trees, vsed
for very many mechanical purposes, The white ash, inderd, is
suid to be as desirable as Gie Mekory—our American tree being
eonsidered supertor for timber to that of Europe, which it much
resemibles,  When used for fuel, it has the peculiarity of burning
nearly as well W a green state as when dry, and the timber 2lso
seareely reguires any seasoning,  The Dblack ash, more vspecially
a northern tree, is abundunt here; it is smaller than the white, and
3 much used by the Indin basket-makers, being thought rather
preferable to the white for thlleir purposes, It is wnusing to re-
mumber that the small bows and arrows made to-day by the rov-
ing Indians as playthings for cur bovs, are manufuctured out of
the sume wood used for the arms of herves in the ancient world ;
many o greut warrior besides Achilles has reecived his death-
wound from an ashen spear; ashen lances were shivered in the
tournaments of ehivalrous days, by the stout knights of the mid-
dle aues, the Richards and Bertrands, Oliviers and Edwards, At
the present day the ash is still used, with the becely, to arm the
reciments of modern lancers,  Bows, alse, were made of the ash,
as well as of (he yew, in ancient times,  Forall we know, the bow
of William Tell may have been an ashen one,  There is one very
remarkable association connected with the European ash, which
i a hardy tree, clinging to the rocky mountauins of Northern Eu-
rope, It figzures largely in Scandinavian myiholoey,  The ash-
tree, Yyrudrassil, was their tree of life, or an emblem of the world,
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1t is singular that a sacred tree should be found in the my T.hololgy
of several diiterent. nations of the East; India, Persia, Egyvpt, and
Assyria. Wearenot told that any particular kind of tree is speci-
ficd in Lastern mythology ; the Seundinaviun Sugus, however, are
very particular in pointing out the ash as their sucred tree, Ygu-
drassil.  Major Frye, in Lis transiations of (Ehlenschleeyer, quotes
the following passage from the Kdda, describing this great ash;
“This ash is the first and greatest of all trees, which spreads its
brauches over the whole earth. It springs from three roots. Near
one of these roots, whieh pushes the trunk and branches toward
“Asagard,* flows the fountain of Urda, which contains the water of
wisdum, and of which Mimert is the guardian. The gods often
descend to this spot to sit in judgment on the actions of mankind,
and of one another,  They interrogate Urduf The second root
of Ygudrassil stretehes towurd the region of the Hrimthusser§
frost-giants of Vtgard.| The third root extends below, as far as
Nitfelheim,® and is continually gnawed by the dragon Nidhog.**
“ On the brunches of this ash dwells an eagle; he knoweth
much, and between his eves sits a Hawl, called Vaderfulner, A

syuirrel, ealled Ratatosk, runs up and down the trunk of the ash-

* Asagurd, the eonntry of the goda.

+ Mimter, the god of cloquence and wisdom.

3 Urda, the Norna, or destiny of the past.

§ Hrimthuszer, frost-demens ; hrim, or frost, ia the origin of our English word
rime, for hear frosl ; and thuss, or demon, is suppoacd by Major Frye to be the
origin of the Koglish word deser, thongh the dictionaries give another derivation,

| Utunrd, lond] of piants,

M Nigetheim, Jand of fog.

** Nidhog, » monstor dragon.—{(See Major Frye's Transiationa of the * Goda
of the North.™)
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tree, and endeavors to excite discord between the eagle and the
dragon Nidhog, who dwells at its root. Four stags spring round
he ash-tree and bite its branches : their names are, Dainn, Dvalen,
Dunneyr, and Durathzor,”

Many versions of this allegory have been given by different
Northern writers, and any one who pleases may try his inge-
nuity on it, us he sits in the shade of the ash-tree. They are all
connected with the goud and evil in man; with the aood and evil
above, and about him,—faint gleams of great truins,

Wednresday, 8th—Yery wiarm ; thermometer 86, It is sad to
see linw many of our springs ure wasting away from the drought ;
in some places where we are accustumed to meet the limpid waters
flowing cheerfully through the fields and woods, we now find &
parchied and thimsty track; at other points, not entirely dry, an
umple fountain has dwindled away to a meagre, dropping nll.
Rain is much needed.

Thursdey, 9th—VYery warm; thermometer 90, Passed the
afternoon and evening on the lake. - Land and water were both
in great beauty ; the lnke was in that sweet mood when it seems
to take pleasure in reflecting every beautitul object; all the dif-
ferent fields, and buildings, and trees, were repeated with fidelity,
while the few white clouds floating ubove were also clearly given
below. The waters of our narrow lake are more frequently seen
reficeting the village, the hills, and the woods, than the clouds ;
in still weather they receive much of {heir coloring from the shores,
But thi: afternoen we uoticed several of these vistonary islands
lying on its bosom, and whenever seen hore, they are the more
pleasing from our having nothing more substantial in this way;

our islands are all of this shadowy character.
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On the larger lukes further westward, and in still weather, these
cloud islands are often very beautiful ; in that more level region
the broad expanse of Cayuga and Seneeca is very much colored
by the skics. Some people find fault with the great size of those
isluindiess lakes ; but assuredly, living water is never to be quarrelled
with in & landscape ; smuller basins with ligher banks ave no doubt
more picturesiue, but thuse ample, impid lakes are very fine in their
way. There is a noble simplicity i their every-day aspect which,
on so great & seale, is in itself imposing,  The high winds so fre-
quent in that part of the country having full scope over their
broad bosoms, often work out fine storm views, while on the other
hand the beautiful sunscts of that level regrion color the waters
excjuisitely. .

Landed at Signal-Oak Point; the noble spring here was quite
full, though so muny others have failed ; while standing near the
little fountain, one of our party had the good luck to discover an
Indian relic in the gravel, a flint arrow-head. [t was very neatly
cut, though not of the largest size,  One would like to know ils
little history ; it may have been dropped by some hunter who
hud come to the spring, or been shot from the wood at some
wild creature drinking there at the moment.  Another of these
arrow-heads was found a while since in the gravel of our own
walks ; they are occasionally turned up in the village, but are
already more rare thun one wounld suppose.

Gathered several Awrust fluwers on the banks of the brook ;
the yellow knot-rout, or Collinsuniu, with its horned blessom;
yellow speckled-jowels, more rare with us than the erange kind ;
purple asters, and a handsome bunch of red berries of the cranberry-
tree. We have frequently found the blue gentian growing here, but
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it is not vet in flower, and the plants have been 50 much gathered
that comparatively few are left.

There is the skeleton of an cld oak lying on the gravells beach
of this point, which was well known in the eardy years of the
little eolony.  Deer were very common here at that time, and of
course they were much hunted ; these poor creatures, when pur-
sued, alwnys take refuge in the water, if there be a lake or river
at hand ; and when a party wus out hunting in the hills it was s
comman praclice 1o station some one in the old oak at this spot,
which overhung the water, and commanded a view of the luke in
its whole length; & set of signals having been agreed on before-
hand, the scout in the tree pointed out to the hunters, by this
means, the direction taken by the game.  Bome few yoeurs since
this signal-ouk fell to the ground, and a fragment of it now lies
on the shore. This whele grove was formerly very beautiful,
composed chifly of noble ouks of primeval growth, many of
them hung with grape-vines, while a pretty clump of wild roses
grew at their fect ; some of the vines and many of the rose-bushes
are stil left, but the trees are fullmg rapidly.  They have
been r(’ck]t-ssly ahused by l-:in(.lling fires apainst their trunks,
using them as chimney shafts, whick of cowse must destroy
them. In this way, oaks that might have stood vet for centuries,
with increasing beauty, have been wantonly destroved,  Not a
season passes that one does not fall, and within the lnst few
vears their number has very sensibly diminished.  The spot is
but a wreek of what it was,

It is a long time sinee the signal-ouk was needed by the hunt-
ers, the deer having disappeared from these woods with wonder-
ful rapidity. Within twenty years from the foundation of the
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village, they had already become rare, and in & briefl perivd later
they had fled from the country. One of the last of these beauti-
ful eratures seen in the waters of our lake occasioned a chuse
of much interest, though under very different circumstanees from
those of a reyular hunt. A pretty little fiwn had been brought
in very young from the wouds, and nuwrsed and petted by a ludy
in the villyre until it had become as tame as possible. It was
grueefud, as those litle ereatures always are, and so gentle and
playful that it became a preat favorite, following the differvnt
wembers of the family about, caressed by the neighbors, and
welecome everywhere.  One morning, after gambolling about as
wsual until weary, it threw itself down in the sunshine, at the feet
of one of its friends, upon the steps of a store.  There came
along & countryman, who for several years had been a hunter
by pursuit, and who still kept several dogs; one of his hounds
came to the village with him on this occasion. The dog, as it
approached the spot where the fawn lay, suddenly stopped ; the
lintle animal'saw him, and started to its feet. It had lived more
than half its life among the dogs of the village, and had appar-

- ently lost all fear of them; but it seemed now Lo know instinct-
ively that an enemy was ad hund.  In an instunt a change cume
over it, and the gentlerman who related the incident, and whe
was standing by at the moment, gbserved that he had never in
hia life seen a finer sight than the sudden arcusing of instinet in
that beautiful crealure. In a second its whole character and
appearance seemed changed, all its past habits were forgotien,
every wild impulse was awake ; its head erect, its nostrls diluted,
its eye flashing, In another instant, before the speclators had

thought of the danger, before its friends vould secure it, the fawn
1i
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was Jeuping wildly through the street, and the hound in full
pursuit. The bystanders were eager to save it; several persons
nstantly followed its track, the friends who bad long fed and
fondled it, culling the name it had hitherto known, but in vain,
The hunter endeavored to whistle back his dog, but with no
better success. In half a minute the fawn had tumed the first
comner, dashed onward toward the Inke, and thrown it~elf into
the water. DBut if for a moment the startled creature be-
lieved itself safe in the cool bosom of the Iake, it was soon un-
deceived ; the hound followed in hot and eager chase, while a
dozen of the villuge dogs joined blindly in the pursuit, Quite a
crowd colleeted on the bank, men, women, and children, anxious
for the fate of the little animal known ta them all ; some threw them-
selves into boats, hoping to intereept the hound before he reached
his prey; but the plashing of the oars, the eager voices of the
men and boys, and the barking of the dogs, must have flled
the beating heart of the poor fawn with terror and anguish, ns
though every creature on the spot where it had once been ca-
ressed and fondled had suddenly turned into a deadly foe. It was
sooh seen that the Jitile animal was directing its course acrass a bay
toward the nearest borders of the forest, and immediately the owner
of the hound crossed the bridge, running at full speed in the same
divection, haping to stop his dog as he landed. On the fawn
swam, a8 it never swam before, its delicate head scarcely seen
above the water, but leaving a disturbed track, which betrayed its
course alike to unxious friends and fierce encmies. As it approached
the land, the exciting intcrest became intense, The hunter was
already on the same line of shore, calling loudly and angrily to his
dog, but the animal seemed to have quite forgotten his master's

— e



A CHASE. 0948
voice in the pitiess pursuit,  The fawn touched the Jand—in onc
leap it had crossed the narrow line of beach, and in another in-
stant it would reach the cover of the woods. The hound fol-
lowed, true to the scent, #iminyg at the sume spot on the shore;
his master, anxious to meet him, had run at full speed, and wis
now coming up at the most eriticul moment; would the dog
hearken to his veice, or could the hunter reach him i time to
geize and control him? A shout from the village bank prociaimed
that the fawn had passed out of sight into the forest ; at the same
instant, the hound, as he touched the land, felt the hunter’s strong
arm clulehing his neck.  The worst was believed to be over; the
fuwn was leaping up the mountain-side, and its enemy under re-
struint.  The other dogs, secing their leader cowed, were casily
mannged, A number of persons, men and bovs, dispersed them-
selves through the woods in search of the litle ercature, but with-
out success; they all returned to the village, reporting that the
animal had not been seen by them.  Some persons thonght
that after its fright had paxsed over it would return of its own
accord. It had worn a pretty enllar, with its owner’s name en-
graved upon i, so that it could casily be known from any other
fawn that might be straying about the woods.  Defore many
-hours had passed o hunter presented himself to the lady whose
pet the litile creature had been, and showing a collar with her
name on it, said that he lind been out in the woods, and saw a
fawn in the distunce; the little animal, instead of bounding away
os he had expected, moved toward him; he took aim, fired, and
shot it to the heart. When he found the collar about its neck he
was very sorry that he had killed it. And so the poor little thing
died ; one would have thought tbat terrible chase would have
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made it ufraid of man; but no, it forgot the evil and remembered
the kindness anly, and cume to meet as a friend the hunter who
shot it. It was long mourned by its best fiiend.

This, i not the last chuse in our waters, was certainly ene of
the very latest.  The bay crussed by the frightencd ereature has
been called “Fawn Bay,” and the fine spriug in the ficld above
also bears the name of * Fawn Spring.”

Friday, 1ith —Very warm ; thermometer =8, The village has
not been so dusty for years; of course, walking and duving are
less arreeable than wsual; and yet the country fuoks o beauti-
{ully that one is unwiliing to remain long within doors.

This afternoon, by striking inte & narrow cross-roud which ear-
ried us over the hills, we had a very pleasant drive; the truck
was quile grassy in places, the shady boughs of an unfenced wood
overhung the carringe, and pretty ghimpses of the ke and hill-
sides opened as we slowly ascended. It may be well at times to
come ﬁ\l{ldenly upon a beautiful view : the excitement of surprisc
adds in many instances to the enjoxment,  Where the country is
level and commonplaee, the surprise becomes an important. efe-
ment from being less ensily uttained ; after driving througha tame,
uninteresting country, if we come suddenly upon a wild nook, with
its graves, and brook, and rocks, we no deoubt enjoy it the more
from the clinrm: of contrast. \\'}u-.r(; the landscape depends for
its merit upon one principal object, s a cascade, & small lake, &
ruin, &c., &c., the effeet is the same, and it is generally dexirable
that the best view be seen at once.  But as regards hills and
mentaing, the case is very ditferent, fur the yradual ascent is in
itself a full source of enjovment ; every turn we reach in the climb-

ing path, everj rood we guin in elevation, opens some fresh object
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of admiration, or throws what we have already seen into a8 new
light ; the woods, the farms, the hamlets, ay, whaele valleys, great
hills, broud rivers, ohjects with which we are already familiar per-
haps, are ceaselessly assuming novel aspeets.  Even the minuto
beauties which we note one by one along the ascending pathwuy,
the mountain fower, the solitary bird, the vare plant, ali contrib-
ute their shure of pleasure ; the very obstacles in the track, the
ravine, the precipice, the torrent, produce their own impression,
and add to the exultation with which we reach at length the
mountain-top, bringing with us a harvest of glowing sensations
gathered by the way, all forming delightful accessories to the great-
er and more exalted prospect awuiting us at the goud.  Between
an isolated view, though fine in its way, and the gradual aseent
of a commanding heizht, there Hes all the difference we find in the
enjoyment of a single ode and that which we derive from a great
poem ; it is the Lycidas of Milton buside the Othello or Lear of
Shakspeare ; a sonnet of Petrarch compared with the Jerusalem
of Torquato, Bo at least we thought this afterncon, as we slowly
ascended our own modest hills, and remembered the noble mount-
ains of other lands,

The country is loaking very rich ; the flowery character of sum-
mer has not yet faded. Buckwheat erops, in white and fragrant
bloom, are lIying on half the farms; the long leaves of the maize
are still brilliantly green, and its yellow flowers unblighted; late
oat-tirkds here and there show their own pallid green beside
yocentlv-cut stubble, which still preserves the golden eolor of the
ripe wheat.  In severnl meadows of the valley mowers were busy,
bay-cocks stood about the ficlds, and loaded carts were moving

about, carrying one back to the labors of midsummer, but these
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were doubtless crops of seed grass, timothy and cluver, and not
hay for fodder.  The glowing August sunshine was just the light
fur such a scene, gilding the hanging wood, and filling the valleys
with warmth, while a soft haze gave distance and importanee to
every height,

From the most elevated point erossed by the read we looked
over two different valleys, with their several groups of broad hills,
and many a swelling knoll. Locking down from a commanding
position upon a mountaineus country, or looking upward at lh_c
same ebjects, leave very different impressiuns on the mind,  From
bedow we see a group of mountains as pictures in one aspect only,
but looking abroad over their massive forms from an adjoining
height, we comprehend them mueh more jusily; we feel more
readily how much they add to the grandeur of the carth we live
on, how much they incrense her extent, how greatly they vary her
charncter, climates, and productions.  Perliaps the neble ealm of
these mountain piles will be more impressive from below; but
when we behold them from a higher peint, blended with this ma-
jestic quict, traces of past action and movemaent are ohzerved, and
what we now behold seems the repose of power and strength ufter
a preat conflict.  'The most lifeless and sterile mountain en earth,
witl the unbroken sleep of ages brooding over its solitudes, still
bears on its silent head the emotion of a mighty passion, 1t is
upon the brow of man that are stamped the lines worn by the
care and soitow of a lifetime ; and we behold upon the ancient
mountains, with a feeling of awe, the record of earth’s stormy
history. There are scars und furrows upon the giant Alps unsoft-
encd by the beaming sunlight of five thousand summners, over

which the heavens have wept in vain for ages, which are unetfa-



~

|l

L
-
-t

. MOUNTAINS.

ced by all the influences st the command of Time. 7This enar.
acter of former action adds inconceivably to the grandeur of the
mountains, eonnecting them as it does with the mystery of the
past; upon a plain we are more apt to see the present only, the
mental vision seems confined to the level umformity about it, we
need some ancient work of maa, some dim old history, to lead
the mind backwurd ; and this is one reason why a monuinent al-
ways strikes us more foreibly upon a plain, or on level ground ; in
such a pusition it fills the mind more with itself and its own asso-
ciations. DBut without a history, without a monument, there is
that upon the face of the mountains which, from the earlicst ages,
has led man to hadl thewm as the ** everlasting hills.”

In ancient times, this expression of individual action in the
mountains was acknowledged by seer and poet. The fabled wars
of the Tituns, with the uptorn hills they hurled in their strife with
the gods, may probably be traced back to this source, and sim-
ilar fables in the form given them, by Seandinavian Sagas, are
but a repetition of the same idea. We who have the most Holy
Iible in our hands, muy reverently reud there also imagery of the
like character. We are told by those familiar with the ancient
tongues of the East, that in the enrly ages of the world the great
mountains were all called the * mountains of the Lord.” The
expression occurs repeatedly in the Pentateuch. Dut after the
supermatural terrors which accompanied the proclamation of the
Law in the wilderness, the same idea of mountains paying especial
homage to the power of the Creator, seems to have become
blended among the Hebrews with recollections of the quaking of
Binai. In the 68th Psalm, written by King David, when the ark
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wan transporied to Mount Zion, there are two different passages
in which this grand image oceurs:

“The earth shook, the heavens also dropped, at the presence
of Gad; even Sinaiitself was moved at the presence of God, at
the presence of the God of Israel.”

“Why leap ve, ye high hills? This is the hill which God
desireth to dwell in; yen, the Lord will dwell in it forever.”

The 1141k Psalm, supposed to have been composed by a dif-
ferent prophetic writer, is a sublime ode, expressive throughout,
in brief and noble langunge, of the power of God, as shown in
the deliverance of the Israelites, and in the miraculous ministry
of the carth herself, her floods and her hills, in their behalf;

« The seu saw it, and flod ; Jordan was driven back,

“ The mountains skipped like rams, and the little hills like
larubs.

“What ailed thee, O thon sea, that thou fleddest? Thou Jor-
dan, that thou wast driven back ?

“Ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams, and ye little hills
like lambs?

*Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of God ; at the presence
of the God of Smai!”

" The lowly hills about us are but the last surges of a billowy
sea of ridees stretehing hundreds of miles to the southward,
where they rise to a much more commanding elevation, and
attain to the dignity of mountains. But even standing upon the
humble hills of our own county—all less than a thensand feet in
beight—we see some of the sights, we hear some of the sounds,

we breathe the air, we feel the spirit of a mountain land ; we have



BIRIxS. © 2490

left the low couniry; the plains lie beneath us; we touch at
lenst upon the borders of the “ everlasting hills.”

Suturday, 12th—"Thermometer 87, The birds seem to mind
the heat but hittle, True, the full gush of summer song is over,
and the elange is decided from May and June; but muny of the
little creatures sing very sweetly yet. A wren guve us this mom-
ing as fine a song as one could wish for, and all his fumily sing
yet, The song-sparrows also are in voice, and so are the green-
lets. The goldfinches also sing; we heard one this afternoon as
musical as in May ; generully, however, their note diffirs at pres-
ent from what it was carlier in the season. Their families are
now roostly at lnrpre, and one sees the birds moving idly about, as
if no longer thinking of the nest. At this moment their fiight is
maore irregular than at first; they rise and they drop carclessly,
with closed wings, moving hither and thither, often changing their
course eapriciously, and while in motion, they repeat over and
over again a series of four notes, with the emphasis on the first.
In short, rnmly.of our little friends are seen about the ficlds and
gardens yet, and the country is by no mesns silent, though the
most musical season is over, Perliaps one enjoys these oceasional
songs all the more from their being heard singly, having become
more of a favor than in June. But certainly August is not the
voiceless month some people seem to funey it.

Monday, 14th—Very warm. Thermometer 83 in the shade.
It is not often that this valley suffers so much from drought; the
lnst month has been unusually dry. This morning a few light clouds
were seen about suntise, and they were anxiously watched, with
the hope of a shower; but as the sun rose, they melted away.

"There i1 no walking out of the waods, and even in the shade of
11
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the trees it is elose and sultry,  Many of the furest trees are
getting a parched Jook, and even the littde wood-plants, screened
from the dircet influenee of the sun, looked thirsty and feeble this
afternoon,

But if vegetation suffer, the inseet world rejoices in this dry,
warm weather.  Day and night, in the hot noontide sun, and
in the hrilliant moonlight, there i9 an uncensing hum about the
fields and woods, much fuller in tone thin usunl.  This is very
Pleasant in its way ;—all the more so from being, like the songs
of Lirds, & proof that the little ereatures ave happy in the poss-
g hours. We are told that insects have, in truth, ne voices,
and that the sountls we hear from them are produced generally
by friction, or by striking together hard substances of different
purts of their bodies. DBut the character of the sound remains
the same, however it be produced,  No doubt the fly enjoys the
jdle buzzing of its own wings, the bee the hum which accompa-
nies its thrifty flight, and the Joud chirrup of the Jocust is prob-
ably as much an expression of ease and pleasure, as the full gush
of song from the breast of his neighbor, the merry wren.

There are suid to be very many varicties of locusts in this coun-
try. We have but few i our own neighborhood compared with the
grest aumbers found in other counties of this State.  The large
trec-locusts are only heard with us in the warmest weather,

The Katy-did also, a very common mnsect elsewhere, is rare
here. We have only a few, and their pleasant ¢ry is seldom
heard excepting in very warm evenings, During this last week,
however, we have been preeted by the Jocust® and the Katy-did

alsa,

* The Cicads, ar erent harvest-fly.
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Tuesday, 1oth —Very suliry ; thermometer 95 in the shade.*
The sun rose cleanr and bright; but soon after a few clouds gath-
ered on the hills, and hopes of rain were again awakened,  Many
anxivus eyes were cast upward, but the clouds dispersed, and
the heat continued unrclenting.

The geometrie spiders are weaving their neat and regular webs
about the gardens and out-buildings. The pea-brush and bean-
poles are well gurntshed with them.  The earth also is covered
with webs, as usual at this season. In Frunce the peasants eall
these, as they lie sprend on the grass, fifs dr JMurie—Mary's
threads—from some half-religivus fancy of olden times,

Sitting in the shade this afternoon, we watched a fierce skirmish
brtween a black wasp and a large spider, who had spun its web
among the tendrils of a Virginia ereeper, The wasp chanced to
alight on the outskirts ef the spider’s dumain, where lis leys be-
came partially entangled ; he had scurcely touched the leaf when
the watchful creature made a mpid dash at him, The antagn-
nists were placed face to face; whether the wasp wounded his
encmy one could not say, but after the firsi touch, the spider in-
stantly retreated several inches, still keeping, however, a bold,
undisguised position, her great fixed eyes stariuy fiercely at the
intruder. The wasp was getting more and more entangled
the web; be grew angry, moved bhis wings and legs rapidly, bui
to no purpose, Seeing his situation as clearly as the spectator,
or probably more so, the spider made another attack, and the
adversaries closed in a fierce strugyle. The wasp seemed anxions
to bring his sting to bear upon the enemy; the spider equally

* W have known it 07 in the village ; 104 s said to be tha higbest it has ever

resched ip the State, and that was in Orange County.
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determined to wound her long-fegged foc on the head, probably
by a bite witht her poisonous fangs; now the wasp seemed the
sulferer; now again the spider relaxed her hold o little. A fresh
assault of the spider was followed by a violent struggele of the
wus, when, suddenly, whether by good tuck or good manage-
ment one could not see, the web broke, the wusp's wings were
free; he rose from the leaf, and he carried the spider with hin,
whether as & captive or & pertinacious encmy, one could not de-
termine ; they were soon out of sight.  Perhaps the wasp found,
before he alighted, that ke had “eaught a Tartar,”  About five
minutes after the disappearance of the combatunts, a wasp alighted
on the very same spot where the joust had taken place, and he
had a sort of agituted, eager flutter about him, It was either the
same individual who had been engaged in the fray, or else &
gtranger, whe, by seent or otherwise, discovercd traces of the con-
test. 1€ it was the bero of the fight, possession of the ficld of
buttle and the enemy’s country, established his claim as vieter;
hut if only an ally, the fortune of the day still remains in the
dark, nnd, like many other great battles, may be claimed by both
partics. ]

Some of our American wasps are said to hunt spiders, and
then enclose them in the cell with their young, who feed upon
them, But in the battle this afternoon the spider was clearly the
aggressor. These Dattles botween the two races ave frequent ;
but the bees and spiders seem to keep the peace.

We have but few wasps here; our must common kind is this
black variety; the large, brown wasps, so abundant clsewhere,
are scarce ahout the villawe, A smaller variety, called hornets

here, are not uncommon. But fortunately for us, the pleasant,
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thrifty bees far outnumber the other members of their family
about our Iake,
Wednesday, 1Gth. — Thermometer 92, The whole country

" pining for rain; not a drop has fallen here since the last of July,

During these prolonged heats the cattle suffer more, probably,
than man. In suruner they love the cool shade and refreshing
waters, but now the sweet pustures, to which they are aceustom-
ed, are Dlighted and parched, while many 4 litle pool and spring
about the fields, well known to them, and where they go of their
own accord to drink, they now find entirely wasted away, Itis
touching to see their patience; snd yet, poor creatures, unlike
marn, they know nothing of hope and their Maker’s merey.

Thursday, 17th.—Rain at last, to our great joy. This morning
the sun rose clear; but light clouds were soon seen gathering
slowly about the hills, then spreading graduwally over the whole
sky, and veiling the valley in gratefu} shude, About noon the
first drops fell ; the hum of insects, so loud during the lust fort-
night, suddenly ceased, and was succceded by the refreshing
sound of the rain-dreps pattering among the leaves. Most per-
sons thought the long drought and great heat would have been
followed by a scvere gust and thunder-shower, which is usually
the case, but the blessing fell gently and mildly upon us this
morning. About a quarter of an hour after it had commenced
raining, the sunshine broke through the clouds, and it was feared
the sky would clear; happily, another and a fuller cloud came
slowly down the luke, pouring a plentiful supply upon us, and it
has continued raining all day.

Friday, 18th—Decidedly cooler. Everything much refreshed
by the shower. Still mining this morning.
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Saturday, 19th.—Decided change in the weather; thermonme-
ter 62, with cool, north wind. This sort of atmosphere is very
unfavorable to the scenery ; it lowers the hills, narrows the lake,
and altogether, the familiar objects of the landscape do not ook
half so well as when & soft haze hangs upon the hills.  The nat-
ural features of the country are not on a scale sufficiently grand to
rise superior above such accidents of light and shade. Most sum-
mers, we have a touch of this sort of weather —sometimes in July,
sometinies in August—this sert of coul, matter-of-fast atmosphere,
when things Jook unenjoyable without, and people feel cross at
having to elose their doors and windows, and sometimes light &
fire.

Saw a large flock of barn-swallows hanging in clusters npon
the mullein-stalks in a waste field.  They are thinking of moving,

Monday, 21st.—Very pleasant again. Walked some distance.
The grain harvest is now over, very generally, and cattle are seen
feeding amony the stubble on many farms.

In this part of the world, aithougzh we have once seen & woman
ploughing, once found a party of girls making hay with the men
of the family, and occasionally ebserved women heeing potatoes or
corn, we have never yet seen a sight very common in the fields of
the Old World: we have never yet met a single gleaner. Prob-
ably this is not entirely owing to the prosperous state of the coun-
trv, for there are many poor ameng us. * The poor ye have with
you always, and whensoever ye will, ye may do them good.” In
the large towns, who has not seen the wretched creatures who
pick up the filthy rags from the rubbish and mud of the streets ?
Where human beings can eam a livelihood in this way in the

cities, gleaning in the felds of the country ought nat o surprise
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one. Even about our villages there are not only many sersons
in want, a number supported by the public, but there are usually
others, also, who may be called regulur beggars; men, and wo-
men, and children, who had rather beg than work, Let not the
accusation be thought a harsh one.  There are, even in our small
rural communities, fathers and mothers who teach their children
to beg, alas ! who deliberately encourage their children in thiev.
ing and lying, and vice of the foulest kinds, \Where such things
exist, it cannot be the great prosperity of the country which keeps
the gleaner from following in the reuper’s steps, Probably there
are several reasons why gleaning is not practiced here. Food is
comparatively cheap; our paupers are well fed, and those who
ask for food, are freely supplied by private charity. Wheat
bread, and meat, and butter, and sugar, and tea, and coffce, are
louked upon as necessaries, openly asked for by the applicant, and
freely bestowed by the giver. This comparative abundance of
food in the early davs of the different colonies, and the full de-
mand for labor, were probubly the reasons why the custom of
gleaning was broken up on this side the Athntie; and the fact
that it is not customary, is one reason why it is never thought of
to-day. Then, aguin, our people, generally, are not patient and
contented with a little; gleaning would not suit their habite
Many of them, probably, had rather beg than glean.

But although the practice is entirely nbandoned on this side the
ocean—in our part of the eontinent, at least—it prevails very gen-
eruily in the Old World.  In some countries it has been regulated
by law; in others it is governed by long-established usage. In
some villuges of France and Germany, a cenwin day is fixed in

the commune, when the gleaning ix to begin; sometimes the
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church-bell rings, in other villages the beat of the drum calls the
gleaners to the ficlds; peasant mothers, with their little children,
boys and girls, old and infirm men and women, are seen in litle
parties moving toward the unfenced fields, and spreading them-
selves through the yellow stubble, In 8witzerland, parties of the
very poor, the old and the little ones who cannot earn much,
come down from the mountain villages, where grain 15 not reised,
into the more level farms of the lower country, expressly to glean,
One aever sees these poor ercatures without much interest ; moth-
ers, childven, nnd the aged make up the greater number of their
bands, and humble as the occupation may be, it is yet thoroughly
honest, and, indeed, ereditable, so far has it xhows a willingness to
undertitke the lowiiest task for a livelihnod, rather than stand by
whelly idle,

There is no country in Burope, I believe, where gleaning is not
a genern] custom, from the most northern grain-growing valleys,
to the luxuriant plains of Sicilv.  Even in fertile Asia, and in the
most ancient times, gleaning was a common practice.  The sign
of the Zodiae, called the Virgin, is said to represent a gleaner,
and that carries one back very far.  The Mosale laws contain mi-
nute directions for gleaning, While the children of Israel were
yet in the wilderness, before they had conquered one field of the
Promised Land, they received the following injunctions :

“And when ve reap the harvest of vour land, thou shalt not
whelly reap the corners of thy field; neither shnlt thou gather
the gleanings of thy harvest,  And thou shalt not glean thy vine-
yurd, neither shalt thou gather every grape of thy vineyard ; thou
shult leave them for the poor and the stranger: I am the Lord
your God."—T.ev. xix
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“When thou cuttest down thine harvest in thy field, and thou
hast forgot & sheaf in the field, thou shalt not turn ayain to fetch
it: it shall be for the stranger, for the futherlexs, and for the
widow : that the Lord thy God may bless thee in all the work of

thine hands,”—Deat. xxiv,

Whiether a custom of this kind alveady prevailed in the ancient
world before the days of Maoxes, we canaot determine, sinee the
Pentateuch is the oldest authority extant.  The earlier books of
the sacred writings, Genesis and Exodus, contain nething on the
subject.  Some of the precepts of the Mosaie code, however, are
knowa te be merely a confirmation and repetition of those given
still earlier, such as thuse which enjoin sacrifice and cirenmeision,
&e., &e. Many others deubtless flowed fisst, at the period of the
Exodus, from Almighty wisdom and merey, like the raising of
the tubernacle, the establishment of the Levitieal Priesthoud, &e.,
&c. The protection of the gleaner may have belonged to either
elass of precepts; but its minuteness partakes very much of the
charncter of the Tlchrew law, and it is guite possible that it may
have been first inculeated from the lips of Moses in the wilder-
ness,  Whitever be the origin of the custom, it hus since spread
fur and wide; it was a simple form of charity, natural to & primi-
tive age, and during thirty-three hundred vears at feast, it has
prevailed in the world,  There is, [ believe, no part of the OId
World where it hias not been more or Jess practiced, whether in
Asia, Africa, or Earope; and it is possible there may be some
portivns of this continent also where it is customary, though we
have never seen any allusion to it by travellers, cither in North
or South America, Within the limits of our own country, it is
believed to bo entirely unknown.
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One never thinks of gleammyg without remembering Ruth.
How' wholly beautiful is the narrative of sacred history in which
we meet her! One of the most pleasing pictures of the ancient
world preserved to our day, it is at the same time delightful as a
compeasition,  Compare it for a moment with the celebrated epi-
sofe in the « Seasons,” and mark how far above the modern poet
stunds the aneient tlebrew writer,  Undoubtedly, Thomsen's
imitation ts an elegunt, grueeful, polished pastoral, in charmingly
fowing verse, but, as Palemon himscll expresses it, the tale
is rather “romantic.”  Lavinin, though “beauty's self,” and
charmingly modest, is yet, alas! rather doll-like; one doubts if
she really sutfered very much, with that < smiling patience ™ in
her look, and those *“ polished limbs,” “veiled in a simple robe,”
And Palemon,  pride of swains,” © who led the rural life in all
its joy and eleganee,” * amusing his fancy with sufumoaal scenes”—
we have always had certain misgivings that he was quite a com-
menplice young squire. It is unwise to be very critical in read-
ing, fur one loses much pleasure and instruction hy b('iug over-nice
and fault-finding in these as in other matters: but really, it was
such a bold step in Thomson to remind one of Ruth, that he
himself is to blame if the comparison inevitably sugyests itself,
and as inevitably injures his pretty little English lass.  We never
ook into the Seasons, without wishing that Crabbe had written
the gleaning passages.

As for Ruth, the real Ruth, her history is all pure simplicity,
nature and truth, in every line. Let us please oursclves hy dwell-
iny on it & moment, Let us see Naomi, with her hushand and
sons, driven by famine into the country of the Moabites; let us

hear that the two young men married there, and that, at the end
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of ten years, the mother and fwr davghiters-in-law were alike wid-
owed. Nuaomi then determines to relurn to her own country ;
buth her daughters-in-liw set out with her. Orpah ard Ruth
bad alike been faithful to the Jewish fumily : “The Lord deal
kindiy with you ns ye have dealt with the dead, and with me,”
says Nuomi, as she wges them to leave her and go back te their
own fifends.  Both the young women wept, and both answered,
“ Burely we will return with thee unto thy people.” Naomi again
urges their leaving her: < Turn again, my daughters, why will
ye o with me?  “And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but
Ruth elave unto her.”  This is the first sentence that betrays the
difference between the young women; both had been kind and
dutiful to their husbands and mother-in-law, but now we sec one
turning baek, and the other efegeing to the poor, and aged, and
sulitary widow. ~ No positive blame is attached to Orpah, but
from that instant we love Kuth. Read over her passionate re-
monstrance with her mother-in-law: “Thy people shall be my
people; thy God my God. Where thou diest wiil I die, and
there will T be buried,”  We follow the two women to DBethle-
hem, the native town of the family : « And al] the ¢ty was meved
about thent, and they said, Is this Naomi?” “And she said, Call
me not. Naomi, eall me Mara, for the Almighty linth dealt very bit-
terly with me: I went out full, and the Lord hath brougsht me home

" It was at the beginning of the barley hurvest when

again empty.’
they came to Bethlelem, and now we find Ruth preparing to
glean.  Probably pleaning was at this time a custom among the
neivhboring nations also, for the proposal comes from Ruth her-
self, and not from her Jewish mothor-in-law, who merely signifies

Ler assent: “ (1o, my daughter” The voung widow went, and
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“Ner hap was, to light upon a part of the ficld belonging ‘o Boaz.”
An absolete word that, *“her hap,” for she happened.  Presently
we see the owner of the field coming from Bethichem, and we
hear his salutation to the reapers: * The Lord be with you; and
they answered him, The Lord bless thee.”

Donbikess, in those ancient times, the people all lived together
in towns and villagzes for mutual protection, as they did in Europe
during the middle ages—as they still do, indeed, to the present
hour, in many countries where isoluted cottages and furm-houses
ave rarely seen, the people going out every morning to the ficlds
to work, and returning to the villages at night,  While looking
over hig reapers, Boaz remarks a gleaner, a young woman whom
he had not yet seen; the other faces were probably familiar to
the benevolent man, the peor of his native town, but this was a
stranger,  Now, it is nowhere said that Ruth was beautiful ; very
possibly she was not so; we have always been rather disposed to
believe that of the two Qrpah may have been the handsome one.
The beauty of many women of the Old Testament is mentioned
with commendation by the different writers of the sacred books,
as that of Sarah, Rebeeca, Rachel, and a number more; but we
are nowhere told that Ruth was ¢ well favored.”” We read of
her devolion to Naomi; of her gentleness, her humility ; of her
modesty, for she did not *follow young men,” and all the peo-
ple knew she was “a virtuous woman;” but not a word is
wttered as to her being fair to look at.  The emission is the more
marked, for she is the principal eharacter in a narrative of four
chapters.  With the exception of Sarah and Esther, no other
womin of the Old Testament fills so large a space; and it will be
remembered that the beauty of both Sarah and Estheris distinetty
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mentioned.  Nej with Ruth the attention is wholly fixed on the
mori] qualities, and the sacred historiun has thus assigned her &
pluace beside the Christisn women of the New Testament, where
personal appearance is in no instance even alluded to. May we not,
then, please ourselves with believing that Ruth was not beauliful ;
that she had merely one of those faces which come and go with-
out being followed, except by the eyes that know and love them ?
Buaz no sevner tearns who she is than he gives her o most kindly
welenme ¢ Hearest thou not, my daughter? (o not to glean
it another field ; neither go from hence, but abide here fast by
my maidens.  Have I not charged the young men that they shall
not touch thee?  And when thou art athimsi, go unto the vessels
and drink of that which the young men have drawn.” We are
rot wld that Boaz was an old man, but it is implied in several
places.  He calls Ruth “ My daughter,” and he is mentioned as
a kinsman of Naomi’s husband ; he commends her for not follow-
ing * young men, whether rich or peor,” and there is a certain
catmness and dignity in his munner and conduct throughout the
nurrative, such as one would naturally connect with the idea of
an elderly man, The genervus kindness and the upright sim-
plicity of his conduct toward Ruth are very beautiful. When the
voung widow, “failing on her face,” asks humbly, « Why have
I found grace in thine eyes, that thou shouldst tske knowi.
edye of me, seeing I am a strunger?” He answers, it hath
fully been showed me all that thou hast done unto thy mother-
in-law, since the death of thy husband;”—¢“a full reward be
given thee of the Lord God of lsrael, under whose wings thou
art come to trust.” Ruth was peor, and had doublless met with

neglect and harshness. She was generous and wa::m-hearted
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Berself, and could justly value the kindness of others ; she thanks
the owner uf the field, » for that thou st eomforted me, and for
that thou hust spoken friendly unto thine handmuid,”  The word
given here as friendly, is rendered in the margin “to the heart.”
'The phraze may be & eemmon Hebrew expression, but it has a
strength of fecling ebaracteristic of the speaker.  Blessed, indeed.
are the lips that “speak to the heart” of the alflicted ; and bless-
ed i the sorrowing soul who hears them!  Boaz asks the youny
widow to cat with his people at meal-time: - Eat of the breud,
aud dip thy morsel in the vinegar”  “And she sat beside the
reapers, and he reached her parehed corn.”  The vinegar men-
tioned here is supposed to mean a kind of acid wine frequently
named by ancient writers; and the parched corn was probubly
half-ripe enrs of wheat or barley roasted in this way; a common
article of food in the East during all ages,  ** And when she was
risen up to glean, Boaz commanded Iis young men, saving, Let
her gleun even among the sheaves, and repronch her not. And
tet fall some of the handfuls of purpose for her, and leave them
that she may glean them, and rebuke her not. B she gleaned
in the field vntil even, and beat out that she had gleaned ; and it
wits about an ephah of bwrley,”  An ephah was about a bushel
of our measure ; and bacey was a grain highly valued in Judea,
where it was much used for food, A bushel scems a large quan-
tity ; but it is surprising what full sheaves some of the gleaners
will carry home with them, now-a-davs, and in ficlds where no
bandfuls are drepped on purpese, ]t was only when Ruth told
her mother of her good suceess that she learned that Boaz was a
near kinsman of her former husbaud, and, consequently, accord-

ing to the Jewish law, one upen whom she might have claima,
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Naomi bids her folluw the reapers of Bowz acecrding to his wisk;
and she did se “through the harley-harvest, and through the
wheat-harvest, and she dwelt with her mother-in-law.” It was
ut the close of the harvest that Ruth, following Naomi's direc-
tions, lnid herself down at night, at the fect of Boaz, as he slept
on the threshing-floor ; an act by which she reminded him of the
law that the nearest of kin should marry the childless widow
This act has been very severcly commemded on. Upon this
ground only, M. de Yoltaire has not scrupled to apply to Ruth
one of the most justly opprobricus words in humun lungunge;
and several noted skepties of the English schuol have given this
as one amony their objections against the oly Seriptures.®  As
theugh in a state of society wholly simple and primitive, we were
to judge of Ruth by the rules of propricty prevailing in the
courts of Charles I and Louis XV. Tuth and Doaz lived, in-
deed, among a race, and in an age, when not only the daily
speech, but the daily life also, was highly ficurative; when it was
the preat object of language and of action to give foree and ex-
pression 1o the intention of the mind, instead of applving, as ina
later, and a degenerate society, all the powers of speech and
action to concealing the real object in view. The simplicity with
which this peculiarly dewish part of the narrative is given, will
rather appear to the impartial judge a merit.  But the Christian
has double grounds fur receiving this fact in the same spirit as it
is recorded, and upon those grounds we may feel confident that,
had Ruth been a guilty woman, or had Binz acted otherwise than
uprightly toward the youny widuw, ncither would have been

spared the open shame of such misconduct. The Book of Ruth

* See Latiers of the Jews to Voltaire.
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has always been received by the Church, both Jewish and Clhns-
tinn, a5 & part of the inspired Scriptures; it must, therefore, he
essentiadly true, and no cvil word or deed finds a place in the
narrative. Then, agin, the Impurtiality of the snered biographers,
from the first to the lust bouks of the Holy Scriptures, is so very
striking, so very peculiar to themselves, so widely ditferent from
the eulogies or apologies of uninspired men under similar cirenm-
stances, that reason alune r(-quims us to receive cach narrative
simply as it is given,  We read with a feeling of awe of the oc-
casiona} failings und sins of such men as Noah, Abraham, Aaron,
and David ; the whole natlure of man stands humbled bufure us,
while the merey of our God rises, indecd, exalted above the
heavens!  Wo feel that these passages are laid open to us by the
same Omnisciont Spirit which searches our own hearts by the same
just hand which weighs our own words, and thoughts, and deeds
in the balance.  And if such men as Abraham, and Anron, and
Duvid were not spared by the duspired pen, why should it sereen
the Moabitish widow, and the compuaratively unimportant Boaz ?
The writer of the narrative has not, by one word, imputed sin to
either.  How dare the mind of the reader do s0?  One muy add
aword for the skeptie, since this pussage has been made a pointed
subject of objection by men of that sehoul. There are but three
positions which the infidel can take upon the subjeet: he may,
with the Christian, believe the Book of Ruth to be true, in which
case lie is bound te receive the facts as they are given; he may
hold the narmtive to be a eompound of fiction and truth, and
then plain Justice requives that those points upon which the
Scriptural writers have alwiys shown such marked impartiality be
charged 1o the side of truth, and e is at liberty to doubt any

other passage of the book rather-than this particular one; he
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may, lastly, declare the book to be, in his opinion, whally feti-
tious ; in this ease he is bound, by commaon sense, to recvive the
narrative precisely as it i3 written, since it is a broad absurdity to
judge fictitious eharacters otherwixe than as they are represented,
if he suppese one aet or one view bevond what the writer pre-
sents or implies, he may a3 well sit down and compose an wntire
fubric of his own, and then the world will have one Book of Huth
in the 1loly Thble, and another among the works of Mr. A, B,
or C,

When Boaz found Ruth lying at his feet, he immediately ander-
stood the aetion as figurative.  “ And it came to pass at midnight
that the man was afraid, and turned Iumself, and belold a woman
tay at his feet.”— And he swid, Who art thou?  And she an-
swered, I am Ruth, thine handmaid ; spread therefore thy skirt,”
or wing, *“over thy handmaid, for thou art a near kinsman,”  Her
whole auswer is figurative, like the act.  Spreading the skirt, or
wing, was a convmon lichrew phrase, implving preteetion, and it
is said to he, to 1his duy, a part of the Jewish marriage ceremony.
Boaz well knew that the action and the words were intended to
remind him of the law, that the  near kinsman” should nrey
the widow,  “ And now, my dunghter, fear not; 1 will do thee
all that thou requirest : for all the city of my people doth know
that thou art a virtuous wonrn.,  And now it is true that 1 am
thy near kinsman, howbeit there is a kinsman nearer thar I Tarry
this night, and it shall be in the moming, that if he will perform
unto thee the part of & kinsman, well; let him do the kinsman's
part: but if he will not do the part of a kinsman to thee, then
will [ do the parl of a kinsman unto thee, as the Lord liveth : lie

[

down until the morning.’
12

** And she lay at his feet until the momn-
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ing.” When, ut dawn, she is gang, he bids her bring her veil, and
measures six measures of burley in it, saying, “ Go not empty unto
thy mother-in-luw."  ‘The cceurrences in the concluding chapter,
at the gate of the town, are strikingly ancient, oriental, and Jew-
ish.  The nearer kinsman declines ¢o fulfill the duties enjoined by
the law, he does not wish to buy the ** parcel of lund,” or to marry
Ruth, *lest he mar his own inheritavee ;” he makes over the duty
10 Bunz, giving him his shoe as a token, a singular and very prim-
itive custom ; but we are reading now of times before the date of
the Jrojan war, ehronelegy having placed these incidents in the
fourteenth contury before Christ.  Duaz then calls upon all preseut
to be witnesses to the contract by which he enpaged to buy the
land, and to marry the widow. * And all the people that were in
the gate, and the elders, suid, We are witnesses, The Lord muke
the woman that is come inte thine house like Ruchel, and like
Leah, which two did build the house of 1xmel: und do thou wor-
thily in Ephratah, and be famous in Lethlehem,”  Probably be-
fore the six mensuves of batley were eaten, Ruth entered the
house of DBuoaz as s wife,  Naomi went with her; and in time
Ruth gave a grandson to the aged widow @ * And Naomi took the
child, und Luid it in ber bovoin, and became nurse unto it.” * And
the women suid unto her, He shall be unto thee the restorer of thy
life, and a nourisher of thine old age, for thy duughter-in-lnw whick
loveth thee, which is better ta thee than seven sons, hath borme
him.”  This dhild beeame in the course of years the grandfather
of David; Ruth received the honor coveted by every Jewish
woman—she was one in the line between Sarah and the Dlessed
Virgin, the mother of our Lord, 1t was undoubtedly te record

her place in the sacred genealogy, or rather for the sake of that
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genealogy, that the buok was written, and 2as received a place in
the Holy Scriptures.

We have meanwhile strayed a wide way from our awn unglean-
ed fields; but the history of Ruth is in itself so very beautiful,
and itis so full of interest, as connected with a very remote an-
tiguity, beyond the reach of the cldest Greek literature, thut one
never turns to it without pleasure.  While plodding on our daily
round of duties, if the eve fall by chance upon a picture of
some great old master, we gladly linger 4 moment to enjoy iis
beauty and excellence ; and thus the noble devotion of Ruth, seen
amid the ancient frame-work of the sacred higtorian, never fails to
delight the imagination, to refl‘("sh the mind, to strengthen the
heart, whenever we twrn to 3t from the cares of cur own path
through life.

Tuesday, 22d, —Pleasanl ; walked in the woods.  Gathered a
fine bunch of ferns.  All the plants of this kind growing I our
neighborhood belony, [ believe, to the common sorts. We have
none of the handsome elimbing-fern here, with its palmate leaves ;
it is found nearly as far north as this, but nearer the coast, and on
lower ground.  The walking-fern, also, another singular vuricty,
rooting itself like the bavyan, from the ends of its long entire
leaves, is o stranger here, theugh found within the Stare.  The
maiden-linir, with its very delwate foliage, and polished brown
stem, is the pretliest varety we have near us.

Wednesduy, 23d.—The swallows have left the chimneys, “This
evening they were fiving over the grounds in parties, as though
preparing to take leave,  There waus something peculinr in their
movement ; they were flving quite low, through the foliage of the:

trees, and over the roof of the house, returning again and aguin,
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upon their former track.  We watched them for more than an
hour, while they kept up the same evolutions with mueh more
veculanity than wsual; perhaps they were trying their wings for
the journey southward.

[Lis amusing to look back to the discussions of naturalists
during the last eentury, vpon the subjeet of the migration of
swallows: a number of them maintained that these active birds
Iy torpid during the eold weather in caves and lollow trees;
while vthers, still more wild in thetr theories, supposed that swul-
lows woent wnder witter and passed the winter in the mud, at the
buttom of rivers and poels! Grave and learned were the men
who ook sides in this question, for and against the torpid the.
ory. Oue migit suppose that it would have required a great
umount of the clearest evidence 1o support a notion so opposed
1o Lthe gun(*ml habits of those actve birds: but the facts that
amotye the myriads of swallows .ﬂitliug abuat Europe, une was oe-
castonalty found chilled and torpid, that swallows were frequently
seen near the water, and that dering the mild davs of awunn a
few stragulers appeared again, when they were supposed Lo re-
vive, made up the chicf part of what was urged in favor of these
notiens. it would be diflicult to understand how sensible people
could be led to maintain such opinions, were it not that men, both
learned and unlearned, often show a sort of antipathy to simple
truths, Thomsen, in the Seasons, alludes to this strange notion ;

speaking of the swallnws, he says:

“ Warn"l of apprenching winter, gathered, play
The swallow peaple s and toss’d wide around
(Ver Lhe exlm sky, in coavolution swift,

The feather'd pddy fAoata ; rejuicing once
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Ere to their wintry shembors they retire;

In clusters chung, beneath the men-dd’ring bunk,

Anel where, wnpiceed fayfms!, the cirvern poeats.

Or rather bulo warmer elimes convey'd

With other kimlred binds of sonzon,

There they twitter cheerful.™
He seems rather to have clined himself to the better opinian,*

In apcwnt times the swallows were very naturally meluded

amony other migratory birds; there s sd to be an old Greek
ode in which the return of the swallow is mentioned.  The
Prephet Jereminh has an allusion to the wandering of the swal-
low, which he includes among other migratory hirds: * Yen, the

L]

stork in the heavens knoweth her appuinted times, and the turtle,
und the crane, and the seoffow, sbserve the time of their coming ;
but my people know not the judgment of the Lord.”—Jer., viii,
7. Indeed, it is but just to the common sense of man to say that
the obvious fact of the migmtion of those swift-winged birds
seems ouly to have been doubted during a century or so; and
among the achievements of our own age may be numbered that of
arefurn to the simple truth on this point of ornithulegy. We hear
nothing now-a-days of the mud or cave theories,

Thursday, 23th —DBrilliaut day.  Passed the afternoon on the
lake. The views were very beauntiful.  Downy seeds of varioes
kinds, thistle, dundelion, &e., &c., were thiekly strewed over the
hosam of the lake ; we had never before observed such numbers
of them lying on the water,

Baw a crune of the largest size flying over the luke, & mile or

* It is eaid that Linnecus firmly believed that the swallows went under water
during the winter ; and even M. Cuvier declared that the benk swallows hind

thin bwbit. At present the idea is quito abandoned for want of proof,
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two to the northward of our boat. A pair of them have been
about the lake all summer; they are said to be the lTarge brown
erane.  We found one of their young this afternoon lving dead
upon the bank of a brook, to which we gave the name of Crane
Brouk on this oeension, It was a good-sized bird, and scemed to
have been killed in & fight with some winged enemy, for it had
nut heen shot.  As for the boldness of calling the hrook after it,
the pretty littde stream had no namebefore ;. why not give it one ?

Lust summer a pair of eagles built their nest on one of the
western hills, which we ventured to eull Eagle Hill, on the same
principle.  These noble birds are oecasionally seen hovering over
the valicy, though not often,

Mcasured an old grape-vine in the glen, near Crane Brook; it
proved to be sever inches in cireumference, b

Friduy, 25th—-QOlbserved the ¢himney swallows again this even-
ing wheeling in & low flight uver the roof, and through the foliage
of the trees. 1t looked as though they were taking leave of us,
They have deserted the chimneys, but we have not discovered
where they pass the night,  Perhaps in the hollow trecs in the
woods, for there are many such at hand, My, Wilson says, it fre-
quently happens that these birds muke their general rendezvous
when they first come, and just before they leave, in the chimneys
of the Court-House, if there be one in the place; they seem to
find out that such chimmeys are little used. But we have never
heard of the swallows honoring our own Court-House in this way.

Saturdey, 26th—Again we observed the chimuey swallows,
flying over the house and throngh the trees, just as they have
done these four or tive cvenings. Perhaps there is some particu-

Iar inscet nmong the leaves which attracts them just now,
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Saw a few barn-swallows also, this afterncon ; but most of these
seem to have left us already,

Mondey, 28th.—About sunset this evening observed many
night-hawks flying over the village.

We happened once to see a large flight of these birds. We
were travelling a short distance north of the Mobawk, at this very
date, the 23th of August, when, about an hour before sanset, a
number of large birds were seen rising from a wood to the east-
ward, all moving slowly in a loose, straguling fieck, toward the
south-west. They proved to be night-hawks; and they continucd
passing at intervals until an hour after sunset, They seemed to
heed each other very little, being seldom near together, but all
were: aiming in the same direction. We must have seen several
hundreds of them, in the course of the two hours they were in
sight,

Tresday, 29th.—The swallows have moved their parade-ground
this evening. We misced them about the house, but found them
wheeling over the highway, near the bridge, the very spot where
we first saw them in the spring.

Wednesday, 30th.—Walked in the woods. Observing an old
branchless trunk of the largest size, in a striking position, where
it looked like a broken column, we walked up to examine it. The
shaft rose, without a curve or a branch, to the height of perhaps
forty feet, where it had been abruptly shivered, probably in some
storm. I'he tree was a chesinut, and the bark of a clear, unsul-
lied gray ; walking round it, we saw an opening near the ground,
and to our surprise found the trunk hollow, and entirely charred
within, black as a chimney, from the root to the point where it

was broken off. It frequently happena that fire steals into the
12+
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heart of an old tree, in this way, by some apening near the roots,

and burns away the inside, leaving mercly a gray outer shell,

One would not expeet the bark to be left in such cases, but the )
wuod at the heart seems more inflarnmable than the outer growth,
Whautever be the enuse, such shalts are not uncommon zhout our

hills, gray without, charred within,

There 1s, indeed, much ehiarred wood in our forests ) fires which
sweep over the hills are of frequent occurrence here, and at times
they do much mischicl, If the flames are onee fairly kindled in
dry weather, they will spread in all dircetions as the wind varies,
burning sometimes for weeks together, until they have swept over
miles of woodland, withering the verdure, destroying the wood al-
ready cut, and greatly injuring many trees which they do not con-
sume. Several years since, in the month of June, there was quite
an extensive fire on the eastern range of hills; it lasted for ten
days or & fortnight, spreading severul miles in different directions.
It wus the first important fire of the kind we had ever seen, and
of course we watehed its progress with much interest; but the
spectacle was a very different one from what we had supposed.
1t was much less terrible than the eonflagration of buildings in a
town; there was less of power and ficree grandeur, and more of
treacherous heanty about the fames as they van hither and thither
along the moutain-side, The first night after i broke out we
looked on with adauration ; one might have thought it a generul
illumination of the forest, as the flames spread in long winding
lines, gatuing upon the dark wood every moment, up and
down, und aeress the hill, collecting bere and there with greater
brillianey sahout some tall old tree, which they hung with fire like

a giant lnstre.  But the next day the sight was & sad one indeed :
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the deceitfu] brilliancy of the flames no longer pleased the eye;
wreaths of dull smoke and hot vapors hung over the blighted
trees, and wherever the fire had wandered there the fresh June
folinge was utterly blasted. That night we could no longer take
pleasure in the spectacle ; we could no longer fancy a jovous il-
lumination. We seemed rather to behold the winding ceils of
some fiery serpent gliding farther and farther on its path of evil;
a rattling, hissing sound aceompanying its movement, the youny
trees trembling and qui\‘ering with agitation in the heated cur-
reat which proclaimed its approach.  The fresh flowers were all
blighted by its scorching breath, and with its forked tongue it fod
upon the pride of the forest, drying up the life of great trees, and
without waiting to consume them, hurrying onward to blight other
groves, leaving a bluckened track of ruin wherever it passed.

Some ifty years since a fire of this kind is said to have spread
until it enclosed within its lines the lake and the valley, as far
as one could see, surrounding the village with a network of flame,
which at night was quite appalling in its nspert. The danger,
however, was not so pgreat as it appearad, as there was everywhere
a cleared space between the buming forest and the little town.
At times, however, very serious accidents result from these fires;
within a few days we have heard of a small village, in the north-
em part of the State, in St, Lawrence county, entirely destroyed
in this way, the flames gaining so rapidly upon the poor people
that they were obliged to collect their families and cattle in boats
and upon rufis, in the nearest pools and stream-,

Of eourse, more or bess misehief is always done ; the wood anid
timber a]rﬂad_\' cul are dnsh‘rl_\'Pd. fences are hurnt, many treesare

killed, viliers wre much injured, the folinge ix more or less blighted

1z
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for the senson ; the young plants are killed, and the earth looks
black and gloomy, Epon the whele, however, it is surprising that
no more lurm is done. On the oceasion of the fire referred to
in these wouwls, we found the traces of the flumes teo disappear
mnch sooner than we had supposed possible.  The next season
the smualler plants were all replaced by others; many of the
younger trees seemed to revive, and a stranger ],n.using over the
groand to-day would scarcely believe that fire had been feeding
on those woods fur a firtnight only a few scasons back, A group
of tall, blasted hemlocks, on the verue of the wood, is the most
striking momument. of the event,  'The evergreens generally suffer
more than other trees, and for some eause or other the fre con-
tinzed busy at that point for several days, We repeatedly passed
along the highway at the time, with the flames at work on either
side,  Of course, there was no danger, but it Jucked oddly to 'he
driving quictly alony through the fire.  The erackling of the
flames was heard o the village, and the smell of smoke was oc-
ensionally quite unpleasant,

A timely ruin generally puts & stop to the mischief ; but par-
ties of men are alxo sent out into the woods to * fight the fire.”
They tread out the fames ameng the dry leaves by tmmpling
them down, and they rake away the combustible materials, to
confine the enemy ta its old arounds, when it soon exhausts itself,
The flames spread more frequently along the carth, than from tree
to tree.

Thursday, 31at.—The water-lilies ave still in blossumn ; opening
quite early in the season, they continue to fluwer until the frost
cuts them off, We found numbers of them in Black-bird Bay
this evening.
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Our watcr-lilies in this lake arc all of the yellow kind, The
fragrant white lily is not known to grow either in the lake, or in
any of the little pools and marshy spots very near. 1t is, how-
ever, to be found a short distance to the northward of our own
waters.®* The yellow variety is eommon enough about the neigh-
berhiood.

The raots of this yellow lily were a favorite repast with the
moose, and no doubt those great, unwieldy animals have often
stood in the shaliow water of the little bay we now call after the
black-birds, fecding on the lilies, which must have always grown
there.d The beaver, also, was very partial to these plants, and as
he was ne stranger here in Indian times, probably he may often
have been at this spot taking his share of the lilies.  But it is now
more than fifty years since these plants have bleomed only for
mun, and the bees, and the bluck-birds, The last, probably, heed
them very little, although they are near neighbers, gencrally
haunting the low point which forms the bay, whenever they visit
our neighborhood. ’

One of the noblest plants of our country belong to this tribe
of the water-hlies: the Nelumbo, or sucred bean, or water-chin-
quapin, as it is sometimes ealled. [ts great leaves are from one
to two feet broad, and its pale yeliow blossom about half a foot
in diometer, It is ehiefly in our western waters that the Nelumbo
is found ; in this part of the country it is much more rare, There

is, however, one locality in our own State where it grows; and that

* We huve recently heard of a white lily gathered from the lake about two
years since, hut have never spen one ourseives, Formerly, they are sid to havs
Beon more common here.

t The deer are also very fond of the waterdilies.

-
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is on the northern frontier, Sodus Bay, Lake Ontario. Ii is also
found at one point in the Connecticut, and in the Delaware,
below Philadelphia.  Wherever it is seen, it attracts attention,
from the great size of the leaves and the blossom,

This noble flower belougs to & very celebrated family ; it calls
cousin with the famous Hindoo and Egvptian Lotus, being one of
the varicties of that tribe, 1In Iindoo and Egyplinn fable, these
plants were held very saeved, as emblems of the creation. In
Hindostan, the lotus was an attribute of Ganga, the goddess of
the Ganges, and was supposed to have been produced by Vislm,
before the earth was created, and when its fimst petals unfalded,
they discovered the deity Brama lying within. In Egypt, the
flower was sacred to lsis, believed to have been given her by
Osiris, and was associnted with their own saered river, the Nile;
it was also the emblem of Upper Egvpt, as the papyrus was of
Lower Egvpt.  Vervy many traces of these ancient superstitions
are still seen blended widh the architecture, bas-relicfs, paintingss
&e., &c., and whatever rering to us of these nations.  There
appear to hiave been several kinds of lotus represented on the an-
cient Fayptian monuments, (e was white, with a fruit like that
of the poppy; another bore blue flowers, with the same fruit;
the third, and the most colebrared, is mentioned by Herodotus as
the Lly-rose, and was also called the flower of Antinous ; the
blossom was of o beautiful red, and the fruit like the rse of a
watering-pot, with large seeds like filberts. These are all said to
be found at prescnt in Indis, but what is singular, the finest, the
lily-rose, las now disappeared from Fgypt, where it was for-
merly in such high consideratien. The blue variety js still found
there.
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At the present day, the lotus is more honored in Asia than in
Egypt. The Hindoos still consider it a sacred flower, In Cey-
lun, they have & varicty which they eall Nelumbo, whence our own
natme. A number of varieties are said to be found in China,
where it is alse sacred; this dogs not prevent the Chinese from
eating it, however, and it is much cultivated by them as an arti-
cle of food. The seeds of the Lien Wha, as they call it, are of
the form and size of an acorn, and are considered mare delicate
than almonds ; the ront, also, is beiled ; or sliced raw, and served
with ice in summer; or laid upin salt and vinewar for winter use,
These fine plants seem to have an aversion to the soil or climate
of Europe; it is sald that the ancient Romans attempted to culti-
vate them in [taly, withont success, and that modern European
horticulturists have also failed in their efforts to cultivate them in
hint-houses,  And yet, in this part of the world, the Nelumbn
grows in the icy waters of Lake Ontario. Both the large seeds,
and the root of cur American variety, are said to be very p!c.'aﬂ:mt
to the taste—the latter is not unlike the sweet potato,
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Friday, September 13t.—Glorious night.  The moon rose early
in the evening, with unusual splendor, ascending inte a cloudless
sky, with & brilliancy and power in her light quite remarkable,
The stars were all pale and dim.  The blue of the sky und the
green of the trees were clearly scen; even the charaeter of the
foliage on the different trees was plainly marked. The lake and
hills might have been almost as well known to & stranger as by
day. The whole village was like a brilliantly-lighted room; one
knew their acquaintances in the street, and could distinguish their
different dresses,  Within doors, the moonbeams puoured a flood
of silvery light through the windows; lamps and candles scemed
needless; one could go all about the house without their assist-
ance, and we read both letters and papers with euse,

The frogs were singing in full chorus, and the insect world was
wide awake, humming in every field. Tt seemed really a shame
to close one’s eves upon such anizht, Indeed, there was nothing
this evening of the ealm, siill, dreamy character of commen moon-
light, but rather an animuting, exciting power in the fullness of
light, which seemed to rival the influence of the busy day.

Saturduy, 2d —Buw u few burn-swallows about a farm-yard,
some miles from the village. The chimney-swallows huve not

yot disappeared, The goldfinches are scouring the fields and
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gardens in flocks, feasting upon the ripe seeds; at this moment,
they have a little chatty note, which is very pleacant, though
searerly musical; but as they all seem to be (alking at once, they
make a cheerful murmur about the thickets and ficlds,

Monduy, 4th—Many of the maphe leaves are now covered with
brilliant erimson patches, which are guite ormamental ; these are
not the autummal change in the color of the leuf itself, for that
has not yet commwnced, but little raised patches of crimson,
which are fuite common upon the foliage of our muples in Au-
gust and September,  Many persons suppose these 1o be the
egrys of some inseet: but they are, T believe, a tiny pamsilic veg-
etable, of the fungus tnbe, like that frequently seen on the bar-
bervy, which is of a bright orange color. The insects who lay
their egwus in leaves, pieree the cutiele of the leaf, which distends
aod swells over the youny insect within; but the tiny parasitic
plants alluded to are not covered by the substance of the leaf,
they rise abave it, and are quite distinet from it. Those on the
mapie are the most brilliant of any in our woods,

* The leaves of the wyeh-hazel are frequently covered with large
conical excrescences, which are doubtless the eradie of some in-
rect; over these, the cuticle of the leaf itself rises, until it grows
to a sharp-pointed extremity, Some leaves show a dozen of these
excrescences, and few bushes of the wych-huzel are entively free
from them, Oceasionally, one finds a good.sized shrub where
almost every leaf has been turned to account in this way, the
whole falinre bristling with them.  Indeed, there is no other tree
or bush in our woods so much resorted by by insects for this puar-
pose ng the wych-havel; all the excrescences Lear the same Forme,

8o that they probably belong te the siwe inseet, which must he
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a rery common onc, judging from the provision made for the
voung. Dut so little attention has yet heen paid to sntomology
in this country, that we have not been uble to discover, from any
books within reach, what little creature it is which erowds the
wych-linzel leaves in this way.

Those excrescences made by insects are probably always inju-
rious to the plant, the little ¢reatures generally feeding on the
juices of the foliage, which they often destroy ; but the tiny para-
sitic plunts of the dleidium tribe are comparatively harmless,
and they are frequently ornamental.

Tuesday, 5th.—A party of chimney-swallows were seen wheel-
ing over the highway, near the bridge, this afternoon.*

Wednesday, 8th—Delightful weather, Long walk. The Mich-
aelmas daisies and golden-ruds are blooming abundantly in the
fields and woods. Both these common flowers enliven the au-
tumn very much for us, rowing freely as they do in all soils and
sttiations, for, unlike the more delicate wild fowers of spring, they
are not euslly driven fram the ground, growing as readily in the
fields among foreign grasses as in their native woods, By their
profusion, their variety, and their long duration, from midsummer
to the sharpest frosts of autumn, they console us for the disap-
pearance of the earlier flowers, which, if more beautiful, are more
fragile also.

The golden-rod is a fine showy plant in most of its numcrous
forms. There are said to be some ninety varieties in North Ameri-

ca, and about a third of these belung to our own part of the eon-

tinent, the Middle States of the Union, Of this number, one, with

* Thoso were the last swallowa seen that season in our neighborhood.
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a pyramidal head, has frugrant leaves,  Another is common to
both Europe and America; thisis one of the emaller and insignfi-
cant kinds, but the only plant of the family found on both conti-
nents,  Pechaps the golden-rods are not quite so luxuriant with
us, and in the lower counties; the larger and more showy kinds
scem mure abundant in the valley of the Mohawk than upon our
hills.  Still, they are common enoueh here, lining all the fences

~just now,  The silver-rod, or Soliduge bicolor, abounds in our
neighborhwod ; the bees ave very fond of it; at this season, and
even muah later, vou often tind them harvesting the honey of this
flower, three or four hees on one spike.

As fur the Michaclmas duisies, they can scarcely thrive better
anywhere than in our own region—common as possible in ali the
fields and woods.  There would seem to be a greater variety
amony these flowers than in any other family except the grusses;
botanists connt some hundred and thirty American asters, and of
these, sbaut ane-fourth helung to this puart of the country, The
dillerenee between many of these is very slight, scurcely percep-
tible to the casual observer; but others, ag:in, are very strongly
marked.  We all note that some are quite tall, others low ; that
some hear very smull blossoms, others large and showy flowers ;
some are white, others pinkish, others grayish, those purple, these
blue.  Their hearts vary also in eolor, even upon the same plants,
according to the age of the different flowers, the centre being
cither yeliow, dark reddish purple, or pale green; and this enli-
vens the clusters very much.  The leaves, also, are widely differ-
ent in size and form, Al this variety, added to their cheerful
abundance, gives interest to this common flower, and makes it a

favorite with those who live in the country. They remain so Jong
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in bloom, that toward the close of the season, the common sorts
nuiy all be found together.  Some of the handsomer kinds, large,
and of a tine purple eolor, delight in low, moist spots, where, car-
ly in September, they keep company, in large patches, with the
great bur-marigold, making a rich contrast with those showy
gelden blossoms.

It is well known that both the golden-rods and asters are con-
sidered characteristie Awmerican plants, being so much more nu-
merous on this continent than in the Old World,

Another flowey, common in our woods just now, is the Bird-
bell, the Nabalus of botanists, There are several varicties of
these; the taller kinds are fine ‘plants, growing to a height of
four or five feet, with numerous clusters of pendulous, straw-col-
ored bells, strung along their upper branches,  If the color were
more decided, this would be one of our handsomest wild flowers ;
its numerous blossoms are very prettily formed, and hung on the
stulks with peculiar grace, but they are of & very pale shade of
straw color, wanting the brilliiney of warmer colnving, or the
purity of white petals.  These plants are sometimes called lion's-
foot, rattlesnake-ront, &ec,, but the na;n{'. of Bird-bell is the maost
plensing, and was probably given them from their flowering about
the time when the birds eollect in flocks, prepuritory to their
flight southward, as theuyh the blossoms rung a waening chime
in the wouds, to draw them together, The leaves of the Bird-bell
are strangely capricious in size and shape, so much so at times,
that one can hardly eredit that they belong to the same stalk;
some are small and simple in form, others are very larze and ca-
pricious in their broken outline.  Plants are sometimes ziven to

caprices of this kind i their fohiage, but the Bird-bell indulges in
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fur more fancies of this sort than any other with which we are
acquainted in this neighborhond,

Yellow Gerardias are in flower still in the woods, and so is the
Ilawk-wort,  The blue Gentian is also in bloom now; though
not eommen, it is found in sputs about the lake.

We guthered, this afternvon, seme fowers of the partridge-

berry and squaw-vine, the only spring blossons still found in the

woolds,  Direetly in the path, as we were going up Mount , W
ulso fuund & large deagon’s-claw, or corallarhiza ; its brown stalk
and flowers measured about filteen inches in height, and it was
divided into cight leatless branches.

Thursduy, Tth.— Cooler, Went down to the great meadow for
lady’s tresses, which grow there plentifully, Pretty and frayrant,
these flowers are not unlike an avtuma Bly of the valley; one is
puzzled to knuw why they should be ealled lady's tresses—possi-
bly from the spiral twist of the flowers on the stalk. Gathered
also a fine buneh of purpie asters, and golden bur-marigolds ; these
last were slivhtly fragrant.

This evening we kindled our autumn fires,

Friduy, 8th.—Lovely day ; warm, silvery mist, gradually clear-
ing to soft sunshine. Passed & charming morning at the Clifs,
The wych-hazel is in bloom; brown nuts and vellow flowers on
the same twig, Gathered some speckled-jewcls, partridge-berry,
and squaw-vine blossoms, Found a purple rose-raspberry in flow-
er; it is always pleasant to mect these late flowers, unlooked-for
favors as they are, A year or two since the wild roses on this
roid flowered in September, a second bloom; and the same sea.
son & number of our earlier gardea roses bore flowers the second
time as late as the 16th of September.



BERRIES. 285

Blackbemrtes still very plenty, and sweet ; they have not brought
any to the village lntely, people seem tired of them. Found also
a few red raspberries, whortlcberries, and the acid rose-berry.
This is a land of berries; a large portion of our trees and plants
vicld their seed in this form.  Among such are the several wild
cherties, and plums, the amelanchiers and dog-woods, the meuntiin
ash, the sumachs, and the thorns; all the large bramble tribe,
with their pleasant frults, roses, raspberries, the binckberry, and
the gooseberry ; the numerous whortleberries, and bilberries, vi-
burnuris, and huneysuckivs, spikenards, and cohoshes ; pokeweed,
the trilliums, the convallanias, and the low cornel, clintonia, and
mudeolas the strawberry, the partridge plant, and squaw-vine, &e.,
dre. These are all common, and very beantiful while in season.
Witheut going at all out of our way this moming, we gathered a
very handsome bunch of berries, some of a dark purple, others
tiwht, waxy green, these olive, those white, this scarlet, that raby
eour, and others erimson, and pale blue, The berry of the round-
leaved dog-wood is of a very delieate blue.

The snowberry, s¢ very common in our gardens, is a native
of this State, but I have never heard of its being found n this
county,

The birds were feusting upon all these berries at the Cliffs ; saw
quite a gathering of them in a sumach grove, robins, blue-birds,
sparrows, goldfinches, cat-birds, wild pigeons, and  woodpeckers;
there were several others also perched so high that it was not ensy
to decide what they were. 'The little crentures were all very sc-
tive and cheerful, but quite songless; a chirrup, or & wild cull,
now and then, were the only sounds hweard among thera.

Saturday, $th.—Pleasant morning in the woods, Much amused
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by squirrels, First found a little chipmuck, or ground squirrel,
sitting ot & pile of freshly-cut chestnut rails, as a wild spot in
the heart of the wouds,  The Hale crcature saw us as we up-
prosched, and took a seat not far from him; he moved guickly
a few yards and then resumed his sitling position, with his face
toward us, 56 us to walch our movements.  He was holding some-
thing in his fore paws, which he was eating very busily ; it was
aimusing to watch him taking his dinner; but we were puzzled to
know what he was 1.-:uing, for it was u\'idvml}' no chestnut, but
covered with down, which he brushed away from his bLwe, now
and then, guite angnly.  For nearly ten minules he sat there,
locking towird us from time to time; but we were curious Lo
know what he was eating, and moved toward hing, when he van-
ished amony the rails; he 1eft a bit of his diuner, however; this
proved to be the heart of & head of hall-ripe thiste, in which the
seed had not yet formed ; it looked very much like o minigure ar-
tichuke, and he seered to enjoy it exceedingly,  Returming to our
seat, he reappeared again upon the rds. Presently a beautiful
red squirrel made his appearance, in the noteh of a tall old pine,
perhaps Gfty feet from the ground ; a hemlock had been uprooted,
and in falling its head had locked in this very noteh, its root was
neitr the spot where we were sitting,  This squirre] is very fond
of the cones of the hemlock, and other firs, and perhaps he had
run up the half-prostrate trunk in quest of these ; at any rate, he
ook this rond dewnward.  He paused every few steps to utter
-the peeudier ery whicl bas given them the nume of chickaree, for
they often repeat ity and ave noisy litte creatares, He came de-
liberately down the whole length of the trunk, chutting and wav-

ing his beautiful tail ns he moved along.  After leaving the tree
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he played about, here and there, apparently in yuest of nuts, and
be frequently came very near us of his own aecord; unce we
might have struck him with ease, by stretehing out owr parasols.
His large eves were beantiful.  ‘This kind of squirrel cats most of
our grains, wheat, rye, buckwheat.  He swims quite well, and is
found s fur south as the mountains of Curolina.  1is fur is thought
the best amonyg s tribe,

Passing under a chestnut-tree by the yoad-side, we had farther
acetsion to observe how fearless the squirrels are in their inter-
views with mankind. A little fellow was cutting off chestnut
bure with his teeth, that they might drop on the ground ; he had
already dropped perbaps a dozen bunches ; after a while he came
down, with another large eluster of green burs in his mouth, with
these he darted off into the woods, to his nest, no doubt.  DBut
he soon ciume back, and tuking up ancther large cluster from the
ground, ran off again,  This movement he repeated several times,
without being at ull disturbed, though he evidently saw us stand-
ing a few yards from lim. These gray squirrels are common in
every wood, and they say that one of them is capuble of cating
all the nuts yielded by a large tree; one of them had been known
to strip a buiternut-tree, near a house, leaving only a very meagre
gleaning for the family. These little ereatures sometines under-
take the most extraordinury journeys ; large fiocks of them set out
together upon a general migration, Some forty years since a
great migration of this kind took place among the gray squirrels,
in the northern part of this State, and in crossing the Hudson
above Albany, very many of thein were drowned.  This was in
the vear 1808,
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There 15 another kuger gray squirrel not so common, called the
fox squirre], messuring two and a half feet in bength,

The black squirre]l s small, only a foot long; its fur is of a
glossy jet black. We saw one this summer, but at a distance
from our luke. They are nowhere very common, and are rather
a northern variety, not seen svuth of Pevnsvivania, There is a
deadly feud between these and the gray squirrels, and as their
enemies are the largest and the most numerous, they are invariably
driven off the nutting-grrounds when both meet,  The two kinds
are said never to remain long together in the same peighborhoud,

These. with the flving squirrel, make up all the members of
thetr family found in our State.  The pretty lintle fiying squirrels
are quite =nwll, about nine inches long.  They an: found here and
there through this State, and indeed over the Union, and in Mex-
ico also, They live in hollow trees, but we have never had the
good luck to meet one o our rambles.  They ure seldom seen,
however, in the daytime, dozing awiy until gwiliela,

Sowedey, Y1th,—Chareh-yards are much less common in this
vountry than onc might suppose, and to judge from the turn
things are taking now, it seems probable this pious, simple cus-
tom of burving ubout our churches, will soon beeome obsolete.
As it is, the good people of many rural neighborhoads must make
a d:l_\":-: juurnv}' befure they ean find a eountry church-vard in
which to rend Gray's Elegy. A great proportion of the places
of worship one sees here huve no graves near them.  In the vil-
luses they make part of the crowd of buildings with little spuce
about them ; nur does it follow that in the open country, where

land is cheaper, the case is altered; you pass meeting-houses
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standing apart, with broad fields spreading on adl sides, Lut no
graves at hand.  SBome distance bevomd, peshiaps, vou will come
to a syuare enclosure, opening into the highway, and "this is the
eemetery of the vongregation. Small Sonily burving orounds,
about the ficlds, are very common ; sometines it is a vetived spit,
nn-aill_\' enclimed, or it muy be only a row of graves in one corner
of the meadow, or orehanl. Walking in thie fiekls a while sinee,
we were oliliged to elunb a stone wall, ad on jumping down into
the adjoining mcadow, we found we had alichud ona grve § ose
were several others Iving arvant mesr the fenee, an unbewn stone
at the head and oot of eaeh nonble illoek., This custom of
burving on the farmx hal its nrigin, no duubt, i the peewliar eor-
cumatances of the carly population, thinly scuttered over a wide
country, and separated by distance wnd bad romds from any place
of public worship.  In this way the custom of muking the graves
of a family wpon the homestead grasduslly found favor among the
prople, and they learned to book upon it as a1 melancholy gratifi-
cation to make the tuinhs of the departed members of a family
near the dwelling of the hiving.  The inerease of the population,
and the improvement of the roads on one hand, with the changes
of property, and the greater number of villages on the other, are
now bringing about another stale of things. Dublic cemeteries
for parishes, or whule communities, are beeoming commoen, while
the molated burial-places about the farms are more rare thun they
used to be.

The few church-vards found mmong ws are usually seen in the
vlder purishes ; phioes of worship, recently buitt, sery mrely lise
o oyard attached to them,  The parvow, crowded, abundoned
church-yurds, still scen in the heart of our older towns, have be-

i
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come, in the course of time. very striking monuments to the dead.
Kowhere is the stillness of the grave su decply Impressive; the
feverish taurmoil of the 1]\'illg. made up of pleasure, duty, labor,
folly, sin, whirling in ceaseless movement about them, is less than
the passing winds, and the drops of rain to the tenants of these
grouwnds, as they lie wide by side, i erowded but unconseious
company, The present, so full, so fearfully abserbing with the
living, to the dead is a mystery ; with those moeuldering rematus
of man the past and the future are the great realities. The still-
ness, the wselessiexs if you will, of the old chureh-vard in the
heart of the bustling city, renders it & more striking and impres-
sive meinento mord than the skull in the cell of a homit,

We hear from time fo time plans for chunges which include
the breaking up of those old church-vards i the towns, We are
told thut those old gruves are unsightly cobjects; that a new
square on the spot would be more agrecable to the neighborhood ;
that a sieeet at this particular point would be a very convenient
thoroughfure, and would make A, B, or C richer men by some
thousands, Such are the motives wsually wrged in delence of

the act :—embellishment, convenience, or wain,  But which of

%
these is of sufficlent foree to justify the deseeration of the tomh?
Assuredly necessity alone cun excuse the breach of equity, of
decency, of good faith, and good fecling involved in such a step.
Man is the natural guardian of the grave; the remams of the
dead are a solemn deposit entrusted to the honor of the living,
In the hour of death we commend our souls into the hands of
our Maker; we leave our badics to the care of our fellow-crea-
tures. Just so long, therefore, as each significant mound bears o

trace of its solemn character, just so long should it be held sacred
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by the hiving.  Shall we, in a Christian land, elaim to bave less
of justice, less of decency and natural fecling, than the rude
heathen whose place on the earth we have taken; a ruee who
earefully watched over the buarial-places of their fathers witl un-
wavering fidelity T Shall we seek to rival the deed of the brutal
wreeker whe strips the corpze of the drowned man on the wild
ehore of the ocean when no honest arm i near?  Shall we fid-
low in the steps of the eowmrdly thief whe prowls in the duwrk-
ness about the field of battle to plunder the Tifeless brave 2 Sliad
we ecase 1o teach our children that of aill covetousness, that which
would spoil the helpless is the most reveling 2 Or, in short, shall
we sell the ashes of our fathers that a little mare enin may jingle
in our own pockets ?

It matters ittle that a man say lie should be willing his own
grave should be broken up, his own bones seatiered to the
winids; the dead, wham he would disturly, might tell a dilerent
tule could their erumbling skeletons rise up before him, endowed
once more with speech. There was 2 pereat man whe, i we may
believe the very sotemn words on lus tomb, has spoken in this
nstance, as in ten thousand others, the strong, natural lancuage
of the liuman heart :

# {iaod friend, for Jesus® sake forbeare
Toalig vhie dust enelosed liere ;

Blest b he ihat sparea rhese slones,

And curst be hie that moves iny bunes”

In this new state of society—in thix uhlitariun ape—it behooves
us, indeed, to be especinlly on our guard against any attack upom
the tomb; the same spivit which, to-day, stands ready to break

open the graves of a past generation, to-morrow, by earrying out
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the same principle, may deny deeent burial to a brother. 1t may
sev wseless expense in the shrowd, waste of wood in the coftin,
wsarpation of soil in the nurrow eell of the deevased.  There is,
indeed, o morul prineiple connected with the proteetion of the
grave, which, i given up, must inevitably recoll upon the socicty
by whom it has been abandoned,

The character of a pliwe of burial, the considerition or neglect

. receives, the nature of the attention bestowed on 3, are all in-
timately comnected with the state of the public mind o many
important subjects. There is very Jittle danger in this country of
suprerstitions connected with the grave. What peril there is lies
on the other side,  Is there no tendeney toa eotd and chilling in-
difference upon such subjects among cur people?  And yet a
just considerntion of Death is one of the highest Tessons that
every man needs to learn,  Christianity, with the pure wisdom of
Truth, while it shields us on one bl from abjeet, cownrdly fear,
on the other hand s cver warning us alike aguinst brutal indif-
ference, or the confidence of blind presumption,  With all the
calmness of Fuith, with all the lowliness of {lwmility, with all the
tenderness of Charity, und with the undying light of heavenly
Hope at her heart, the Chiistian Chareh sits watebing beside the

graves of her clitldren.

The oldest tomb belonging o the goud people of this lintle
town lies within the bounds of the Episeopul Church-yird, and
“bears the date of 1792, Tt was w ¢hild who died of the small.
pox. Close nt hand is another stone bearing o date two years
later, and marking the grave of the first adule who fll amony
the Little band of eolonists, & younyg man drowned while bathing

inthe like—infancy and youth were buried before old age. A4
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the time these graves were dug, the spot was in & wild eondition,
upon the border of the forest, the wood having been only partially
eut away.  In a few vears other members of the Jittle community
dicd, one after another, at intervals, and they were also buried
here, until the spot had gradually taken its present character of a
buryving-rround, The rubbish was cleared away, place was made for
those who must fullow, and ere many vears had passed, the brick
walls of a little church rose within the enclosure, and were con-
secrnted o the worship of the Almighty, by the venerable Bishop
Moore. And thus this piece of ground was set apart for its
sofemn purposes, while shaded by the woods, and ere it had been
appropriated to comumon uses : the soil was first broken by the xpade
of the grave-dizyer, and Death is the only reaper wha has gathered
his harvest here.  The spot soom lost its forest character, however,
for the older trees were all felled; possibly some among them
may fuive been used as timber in building the little chureh. Ilap-
pily, at the time of elearing the ground, a few young bushes were
spared from the axe, and these having been left te grow at will,
during the course of half a century, have become fine flourishing
trees,  The greater number sre pines, and a more fitting tree for
& Christian church-yard than the white pine of Amcrica eould
gearcely be named.  With all the gravity and unchanging char-
acter of an evergreen, they have not the dull gloom of the crpress
or the yew; their growth is noble, and more than any other va-
riety of their tribe, they hold murmuring eommunion with the
mysterious winds, waving in tones of subdued melancholy over
the humble graves at their feet. A few maples and clms, and a
fine amelanchier, appear among them, relieving their monotonous

character, Some of these have been planted for that purpose,
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but the pines themselves ace all the xpontaneous growth of the
soll.  Judgivg from thelr size, and what we know of their
hiztory, they must have sprung up from the sced about the time
when the first eolonizts arrived — contempaoraries of the little town
whose graves they overshadow,

The tembs themselves luve all o natural ionterest for the peo-
ple of the place, but there are none te attract the attention of &
gtrmger,  One of the earlier Missionurios in these parts of the
country is buried here among his flock; he came into the woods
& youny man, pa:&scd a ]ung life n ]lI‘t‘:lChillg the G’l’).‘-ipt'l iamong
the different hamiets alout, and died at last much respected and
estacmed for his simplicity of cluracter and fuithlel performance
of the duties of lis sacred oftice. * One day, as he was walking
through the church-vard with a brother clergyman, he pointed
out a spot beneath two pines, expressing a wish to Lie there,
when the work of life should be over.  Years afler this comver-
sation, he died in another parish, and was buried there; but he

as nomunal reetor of this church at the time, and his fricnds
woere aware thut he wished his body removed to this ground.
Steps were aceordingly taken, his remains were brought here, and
Juid in a grave scelected by one of the vestry. A simple monu-
ment of white marble was raised to his memory by the different
parishes he liad founded in the county,  Some vears later, the
clergyman to whom the old Missionary had pointed out the spot
where he wished to be buried, happened to preach here, and
passing through the chureh-vard, he pansed to look at the monu-
ment, observing that he was pleased to find his friend lad been
laid in the very spot chosen by himself so long before ; and it was
onjy then the parish learned that their old rector had pointed out
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this same position for lis grave, o vestryman faving chosen t
without buing aware of the fact Thus the wish of the old ser-
vant of God wus unconsciously fulfilled by those who were gno-
rant of it,
** The dewd in Chrish, ther rest in bope,
And o'er their sleep sublinge,
The ahadew of the sieeple moves,
From morn, to vesper chime.
O every mownd, in solenin shiade,
Its imnged eross duth lie,
A goes the sunlight to the weat,

Ut rides the wnoon on high.™

Tuesday, 12th.—Delightful walk. Many flocks of birds in
movement, wheeling in the sunshine, or alighting upon the trees
and fences. Saw a lurge hawk in full flight before a few king. -
birds—a common sight encugh, Crows, alsn, wher they meet
the stout-hearted king-birds in the corn-ficlds, which they fre-
quently do at this season, are sure {o retreat before their spirited
enemy. Even the eayle is worsted by them at times, and keeps
out of their way.

The butterfiies were enjoying the bright, warm day. We ob-
served one, & common yellow butterfly, who had been soaring
very high; he came down from the top of a tall pine, growing on
high ground, and made a long descent to the glen below, without.
pausing. Generdlly, these little creatures fiy low.  In Enulund,
they have a handsome butterfly, which they call the « Emperor;”
he lives entirely on the tallest forest trees, and never descends to
the ground, his exalted position having been the canse of his re-
ceiving the title; 1 do not knaw whether we have any in thit
country with the same habits.
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The woods, wenerally, are green as midsummer—bat a small
shrub here and there s fintly tonehed with autumaal eolors,

Wednesdon, 134 —Brighi andd plensant,  Shight touch of frost
in the clear moonlicht of st nieht, the first we have had this
autumn. It has left no trces, and secms 0!1]}' to have fullen in
spols 3 even the tomate-vines in the garden are untouched,

Ax we were standing on the wharf, we observed bur-narigolds
growing in a spot uswatly covered with water the vear ronmd. The
lake has been very low Tately, but thix particular spat can only
have been out of water three or four weeks at the utmost, and
here we lave plants already grown ap and in flower,  They are
annuals, [ befieve,

Thursday, 14th —TRainy, cheerless day,  Short walk toward
evening. Saw a conple of wnail-shells, in a tuft of fern, by the
rond-side,  How much less common are these Innd-smails in our
part of the werld than in Europe; in the Old World, vou find
them in the ficlds and g:ir(h-ns at every turn, but hire we nn]y
see onc now anid then, mul chicfly n the wools,

Fridey, 1hth. —8tomg wind from the south, rustling with a
full, deep souch through the trees. The loeusts, as their hranches
bend before the wind, show their pods pretiily—some clusters
bright yellow, others a handsome red, as they are more or less
ripe, The Virginia crecpers are turning cherry eolor; they are
alwuys the first lenves to change.

Saturdey, 160h.—Pleasant, soft weather, The farmers are
plotghing and sowing grain, and have been doing so for some
divs  they are cavlier than they used to be with their antwnn
seed-time. The buckwheat fields ave turning red, and will soon

be cut. The maize-stalks are drying and withering as the cam
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ripen ; on same farms, they are harvesting both erops—red buck.
wheat sheaves, and withered corn-stalks, are standing about the
fields. Al through the summer months, the maze-fields are
beautiful with their Jong glossy leaves ;) but when ripe, dry and
eolorless, they will not compare with the waving lawns of other
gr;lins. The gnldcn ears, however, afler the husk has been taken
aff, are perhaps the noblest heads of grain in the world 5 the rich
piles now Iving about the fields are a sight to rejoice the farmer’s
leart,

The great pumpkins, always grown with maize, arc also Iving
ripening in the sun; as we have had no frost vet, the vines are
still green. When they are harvested and guthered in heaps, the
pumpking rival the yellow corn in vichness; and a farm-wagon
carrving a load of husked eorn and pumplins, bears a3 handsome
a Joud of produce as the country yields. It is a precious one, too,
for the farmer and his flocks.

Cattle ure very fond of pumpking; it is pleasant to see what a
feust the honest creatures make of them in the barn-yurd  they
evidently consider them o great duinty, far superior tu common
provender.  Dut in this part of the world, not only the cattle, but
men, women, and children—we all eat pumpkins.  Yesterday, (he
first pumpkin-pie of the scason made its appearance on table, It
seems rather strange, at & first glance, thut in & country where
apples, and plums, -and peaches, and cranberrics abound, the
pumpkin should be held in high favor for pies, But this s a
taste which may probably be {riced back to the early colonists ;
the first housewives of New England found no apples or quinees in
the wilderness : hut pumpking may have been raised the first sum-

mer after they landed at Plymouth, At any rute, we know that
13%
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they were soon turned to wccount in this way.  The old Holland-
er, Yan der Donck, in bis aceount of the New Netherlunds, pub-
lished in 1636, mentions the pumpkin as being beld in high favor
in New Amsterdam, and adds, that the English coloni=ts—mean-
ing those of New England—“use iv also for pastry”  This*is
probably the first printed aflusion te the pumpkin-pic in our an-
nals. Even at the present du)‘, in new Western settlements, where
the supply of fruit is necessarily small at find, pumpkins are
made into preserves, and as nrueh pains ave ke i preparinge
them, as though they were the finest peaches from the mnrkets
of Philadelphia und Baltimore.  When it is onee proved that
pumpkin-pies were provided for the ehildren of the first colonists
by thetr worthy mothers, the fuet that a partiadity for them con-
tinued long after other good things were provided, s not at all
gurprising, sinee the grown s will very generally be found to -
cherish an exalted opinion of the pies of his ehildhood.  What
bread-and-milk, what rtec-puddings, can possitly oqual the bread-
and-milk, the riee-puddings of the sehool-boy T The noble sex,
erpecially, are much given to these tender memorics of youthful
dainties, and it generally happens, too, that the pie or pudding so
aﬂblrlirm:ltv]_\' remembered, was home-made ; Yvou will not often
find the confectioner’s tart, bousht with sispence of pocket-money.
so indelibly stanped in reeolleetims of the past. There is at all
times a peeuliur sort of interest about a simple home-made meal,
not felt where n cordon-blea presides ; there is a touch of anxiety
in the breast of the }mllﬁl-kw’p(‘t‘ as to the fute of the baled and
roast, 1he bread and piste, preserves and other eates, which now
changes to the depression of a fuilure, now to the triamph of bril-

lisut success, omations which are of course shared. in a wreater or
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less degree, by all who purtake of the viands, according to the
state of the different appetites, and sensibilities, But this ghost
of the school-bay pie, this speetral plum-pudding, sitting in judg-
ment upon the present genermirm of pies and puddings, when it
takes possession of husband, brother, or father, has often proved
the despair of a housekecper, In such & case, no pains-taking
tibors, no nice mixing of ingredients, no eareful injunctions to couk
or buker, are of any use whatever; that the pie of tn-d:t)‘ cin
vyuat the pie of five-and-twenty years since, is a pure impossibili-

tv.  The pudding is tulerable, perhaps—it does pretty well—they

are much oblized to you fur the pains you have taken ves, they

will take a little more

another spoonful, if you please— «ill, if
they must speak with perfect frankness, the rice-pudding, the

e, will no more com-

mt

plum tart, the apple-pie they are now catin
pare with the puddings, and tarts, and pies eaten every day in
past times at their good mother’s table, th;m—l;mgun;__;a- fails to
express the breadth of the comparison!  RKuoch being man's na-
ture, apropos of pies and puddings, it follows, of eourse, that the
pumpkin-pins eaten by the first tribe of little Yankee bovs were
never equalied by those made of praches and plums in later years,
and the pumpkin-pie was aceordingly promoted from that period
to the first plice in pastry, among all good Yuvnkees.  Probably
the first of the kind were simple enougl ; egygs, cream, brandy,
rose-water, rutmeys, gingvr, and cinnamon, are all used now to
flavor them, but some of these ingredients must have been very
precious to the early colonists, ton valuable to he thrown into
pies.

Probably there was also another reason why the pumpkin-pie

was »0 much in faver in New England : it had aever made part
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of Cliistmas cheer: it was not in the least like the mince-pie,
thut abomination of their stern old fathers. We hardly know
whether to langh or to ery, when we remember the fierce atticks
niwde upon the roasted boar’s-head, the minee-pics, and other
wuod things of that kind, by the early Purituns; but when we
recolleet the reason of this enmity, we mourn over the evils that
prejudice brings about in this warld.  Strange, indecd, that men,
endowed with many Christian virtues, should have ever thought
it n duty to oppose so bitferly the celebration of a festival in honor
of the Nutivity of Christ! Happily, Time, the great ally of Trath,
has worked a change in this respect; Christmas is kept through-
out the country, and mince-pics are eaten with a quiet conscience
and very good appetite by evervbady.  And what is vastly to the
credit of the community, while all have returned to the minee-piv, all
are quite capable of deing justice to a good pumpkin-pic also, and
by a vor:y happy state of things, the rival pastries are found on
the same tables, from Thanksgiving to Ash-Wednesday,  Mince-
pics ure even more in favor in this country than in England ; some
people eat them all the yeur round ; T have been offered a slice
on the eve of the 4th of July. Those made by the farmers’ wives
about the country are, however, very coarse imitations of the real
thing ; their paste is made with lurd, md always heavy; coursely-
hashed meat, and apples, and suet, with a little spice, are the ehief
ingredients, and a dish more favorable to dyspepsin could not
easily be put together.

Monday, 18th.— A pair of the golden-winged woodpeckers, or
-+ clapes, as many persops call them, have been on the lawn all the
afternoon,  These large woodpeckers often come into the village,

especially in the spring and autumn, and they ave frequently seen
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on the ground, running their bills inte the grass in quest of ants
and their cges, which are favorite food with them,  They are
hinid=eme birds, differing in some respreets from the other woud-
peckers, and ]:L'culi:lr to North America, nhhough two kindred
varicties of golden-winged woodpeckers are found about the Cape
of Good Hope, DBut they have no bird in Europe at all like
ours,

Besides the clape, we frequently see the downy woodpecker,
and the hairy wooidpecker, in the village s the first is the smalless
of its tribe i Amcaica, and the second, which is a litde lareer,
dfers from it ehiefly in the red Land on its head. Doth these
birds muke holes innumerable in the trunks of many trees, not
only for insects, but for the sake of the sap ulso, wlhich they
drink ; they are ealled sap-suckers by the country peaple, on that
account,  Frequently one sees a tree completely riddied, by a
succession of these holes, whieh go round the trunk in regulae
rings, many of the circles Iying elose together; Mre, Wilson suys
that they are often so noar together, that ane may cover eight or
ten of these holes with a silver dellur.  Both these smaller wood-
peckers are often seen on the ruils of fences hunting for insects ;
and both remnin here through the winter,

The handsome red-head, one of the migrutory wood peckers, is
much more rare in our neighborhood than it used to be, bat it is
still found here, and we have seen them in the village,  They are
naturally sociable birds. A hundred miles to the westward, they
#Te very numwrous, even at the present day.

The large pileated woudpecker, or log-cock, a resident in

L ]
Pennsylvania through the winter, is said to have beew occasion-
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ally scen here of late years; but we have never observed it
ourselves. [t s quite a forest bird,

Besides these, there are the red-bellied, and the vellow-bellied,
coming from the south, and rarely seen in this part of the State,
The arctic and the banded woodpeckers, coming from the nurth,
are oceasional visitors, but we have never met them.

Drvgday, 1oth—Mild, soft weather lately ; to-day, high gust,
wilh rain,  "Fhose leaves that had at all loosened their hold, locusts
and Virgrinin erecpers, are flying before the wind,  The apples,
tlown off, are Iving under the trees, seattered in showers over the
[reen grass,

Saw a flock of wild pigenns ; they huve not heen very numer-
ous in our neighborheod lately, but every vear we have a few of
them,  These birds will go a grent distanee for fuod, and their fliglt
is astonishingly rapid, A pigeon of this kind is said to have been
killed in New York during the rice season, with undigested Care-
lina rice In its erop; wid as they require but twelve hours for di-
gestion, it is supposed that the bird wus only a few hours on his
journey, breakfasting on the Santev, and dining on the Hudson.
At this rate, it has been ealeulated that our passenger-pigeon
might po to Europe in three days ; indeed, 8 stmgyler is said to
have been actually shot in Scotland, 8o that, whatever disputes
may arise as to the rival merits of Columbus and the Northmen,
it is very proluble that Ameriean pigeons bad diseovered Eurape
Jung befure the Europeans discovered them.

Thursday, 21st—Equinox. Wum ; cthowery as April.  Sun-
shine, showers, and rainhows suceeeding each other through the

day. Beautiful effect of light on the hills; a whole mountain-
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tide on the lake shore bathed in the tints of the rainbow, the col-
ors lyving with unusual breadth on’its wooded breast.  Eten the
ethereal green of the bow was elearly seen ubove the darker ver-
dure of the trees.  Only the lower part of the bow, that which
lay upor; the mountain, was eolored ; above, the clouds were just
tinged where they touched the brow of the hill, then fading away
into pale gray.

lee at table still. We Americans probably use far more ice
than most people; the water for drinking is regulurdy iced, in
many houses, until late in the autumn, when the frost cools the
springs for us out of doors.

Friday, 22d —Mushreoms are springing up by the road-side
and in pasture-grounds ; they are not so numerous as last year,
however, when the fungus tribe abounded. Mushroums are not
mueli eaten in our country neizhbarhooed ; people are afraid of
them, and perhaps they are vight. Certainly, they should never
be vaten uniess gathered by a person who understands them thor-
oughly, In France, they are not allowed to be offired for sale, I
believe, until inspeeted by an officer appointed for the purpose,
There is a good old Irish mother who supplies one or two houses
in the village when they are in scason, and she understands them
very well.

The Indians of this j_mrt of the continent ate mushrooms. Poor
creatures, they were often redueed to great extremities for fund,
from their want of forethonsit, feeding upon lebens, ripe de
roche, and evervthing edilde which grew in (he forest,  But
mushrooms seem to have been considered by them as a great
delicacy. A Chippewa, when speaking with Major Long on the

subject of a future life, gave the fulliwing aceonut ol the opamons



304 RURAL HOURS

prevailing among his prople:  In this land of souls, all are treat-
ed according to their merits,” ¢ The wicked are haunted by the
phintoms of the persons or things they have injured; thus, i a man
has destroyed much property, the phantoms of the wreeks of this
property obstruct his passage wherever he goes; if he has been
eruet to his dugs, they also torment him ofter death ; the ghosts
of those whom during hiz lifetime he has wronged, are there per-
mitted te avenge their wrongs.”  «Those who bave been good
men are free from pain; they have no duties to perform ; their
time is speat in dancing and singing, and they feed wpon swush-
" pooms, which are very abundint,”  Thus, mushrocms appear to
be the choice food of the Chippewa heroes in the happy hunting-
grounds,

Saturday, 23d.—Lovely evening ; soft and mild, windows open;;
the sun throwing long shadews on the Lright grass of the Tawn,
But for a light touch of autemn here and there, we might have
believed ourselves ot midsummer.

The last melons were eaten to-day,  The grapes are ripening ;
many years we lase them hy frost, cither in the spring, or early
in the autumn.  Cold iujures them less, however, at this season
than in spring.

A Jarre flock of blaek and white ereepers running about the
apple-trees, up and down, and around the trunk and branches ;
they are pretty, umusing little ereatures, like all birds of that
habit.

Monduy, 26th—Showery ngain.  The woods are still green,
but some trees in the village are beginning to look atumn-like.
And yet we have had ne frost of any consequence. Theugh an

active agent in effecting the heautiful autumaal changes in the fo-
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Faga, frost does not seenn imcdispeasible ) one finds that the Jeaves
turn @t a eertiin time, whether we have Lad frost or not. The
single trees, or groves, and (he Lorders of a wood, seem to be
touched first, while the forest genemlly sl preserves its ver-
dure. ‘The Virginln creepers, whether triined wpon our walls,
hanging ubout the trees in the woods, or tangling the thickets on
the banks of the river, are always the first to show their livht,
vivid crimson, among the green of the other folinge, A maple
here and there generally keeps them company, in searlet ang vel-
low.

The pines are thickly hung with diwrk-brown eanes, droaping
from their higher branehes.  This ix also the moment when their
old leaves fll, and there is more vellow among their folinere this
autumn than usual, probably owing to the div weather we have
had. Near at hand, these rusty leaves impair their be:mt_\', but
at a little distance, they are not obsrved. The hemlocks offect
the change in their foliage impereeptibly, at least they seldom at-
tract attention by it ; nor do their falien leaves lie in rusty, bar-
ren patehies on the earth, bencath the trees, like thuse of the pine.

Saw a pretty sight: a partr of robins alighted oo the topmost
boughs of & group of voung locusts near the house, and «ipped
up the rain-drops gathered on the lenves; it was pretty to sce
them drinking the delicate drops, ene after another. Smaller
birds joined them—sparrows, probably, and drank alse.  Rirds
ofien drink in this way, but one seldom sees a wlhole fiock spping
al the xame time, It is «nid that the fine pinnated grouse, now
beeoming & very rare bird in this State, drinks only in this way,
refusing water from & vessel, or & spring, but enygerly drinking

when it trickles down in drops.
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Tuesday, 26¢h— A fine bunch of woodeoek, with several par-
tridges, and & brace of wood-ducks, brought to the house.  The
woodeock 15 Jess common here than the partridge, or the ruffed
grouse rather, as we should call it ; but all our game-birds are rapid-
Iy diminizhing in numbers, By the Taws of the State every county
i cnabled  to protect its own property of this kind, by including
any wildl animal, er Lird, or fixh within the list of ihase whieh ean
emly Le destroved ad eerlidn seaseis ) the county courts deciding
the guestion in euclenze,  Hitherte more attentioa has been paid
to the preservation of game on Long Isdand than in any other
part of this Btate ; and although so near New York, although the
laws uze very imperfeetly ndministered in these, ss in some other
respeets, yet the efforts of the Long Islanders bave succeeded in
nodegree at least. The deer, for instanee, are said to be actu-
ally increasing there, and until lately they have preserved more
game-birds thun i mest other eounties ; they =6l have, or had
quite Jately, o few of the fine pinnated grouse.  In this eounty
very little attention has been puid to this subject, and probably
everything of the kind will soon disappear from our woods,
The reckless extermination of the game in the United States
would scem, indeed, without a precedent in the history of the
world.  Probably the buflidoes will be entirely swept from prairies,
onee eovered with their berds, by this g{-nemtion.*

The wood-ducks brought in this morning were both drakes,
but young, and consequently they had not acquired their heauti-
ful plumage. We had one for dinner; it was very delicate; a

* In Wes Chester County, they have recently had the good senss to extend

the protection of the game laws to many birds of the smaller kinda, nseful to the

gardanir == farmer, such na the robins, which destroy wany troublesmne inscta
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canvas-back could searcely lave been more so. These ducks
are summer visitors to our ke, Unlike others of their family,
they build nests in trees.  They are said to be one of the two
most beantitul species in the world, the other being the Mandarin
Duck of China.  Ours are chiefiy confined to the fre<h waters of
the interiar, being seldom found on the sea-shore.  They are said
frequently to build in the same tree for several seasons,  Mr,
Wibun gives a pleasing seeount of a nest he had seen on the
hanks of the Tuckshoe Liver, New Jersey :—' The tree was an
vld gratexque wh'!te oak, whose {op had been tom off by a storm.
In this hellow and broken top, and about six feet down, on the
soft, deeayed wood, Iny thirteen egirs, sougly covered with down,
doubtless taken from the breast of the bird.  The eges were of -
the Lighest polish, fine in the grain, grewdy resembling old pol-
ished ivory.  This tree had Leen oecupied, probably by the same
p:lir, for four successive years in bl'veding-lime; the persun who
pgave me the informaton, and whoese house was within {wenty or
thirty yards of the tree, soid that he had seen the female, the
spring preceding, carry down thirteen young, one by one, in less
than ten minutes.  She eaught them in her bill by the wing, or
the back of the neck, and Tanded them safely at the foet of the
tree, when she afterward led them to the water.  Under this
sume tree, ut the time { visited it, a large sloop lay on the stocks,
nearly finished ; the deck was not more than twelve feet distant
from the nest, yet notwithstanding the presence and the noise of
the workmen, the ducks would not abandon their old breeding-
place, but eontinued to pass out and in, as if no person had been
near. ‘The male usually perched on an adjoining limb, and kept

watch while the female was laving, and alo often while she was
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sitting. A tame goose had chosen o hollow space at the root of
the =ame {ree, to lay and hateh her young in.”

The feathers of these beauntul birds are said to be frequemly
used by the Indiams to ornament their calumet, or Pipe of Peace;
the head and neck of the wood-duck are frequently seen eovering
the stem of the pipe.

Owing to the riclmess of its plumage, Linnweus gave this hird the
name of the Bridal Duek, Lins Sponye, und it is :-aingular that the
bird which approaches nearest to owrs, the Mandarin Duck of
China, figures regularly in the marvriage procession of the Chinese ;
not, however, from its beauty, but ws an cmblem of conjugnal
fidelity, for which good quality they are remarkable. A storv is
told of a female in the aviary of & Kuropean gentleman at Macno,
who all but starved hersell to death when her husband was ear-
ried off, und would probubly have died had le not been found
and restored to her. The juy of both at meeting was extreme,
and the husband celebrated his return by putting to death a rival
drike who had been trying, but in vain, to console his mourning
pariner. We have never heard whether our own birds are re-
markable for the same good qualily or not, but their returning to
the same nest for years, looks, at least, nx if they mated for life,

Wednesduy, 27tk —Tecided white frost last night.  The trees
show it perceptibly in a heightened tint of colering, rising Tire
and there; some single maples in the village streets are vividly
erimson.  But the general tint s still green,

Many birds Aving about in partics,  SBome of the goldfinches
still wear theiv summer colors, vellow and black. Walking in
the lane, we came upon a large mixed flock, feeding on the
thistles and silkweed of an adjoining field which is overrun with
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these weeds,  There were goldfinchies, blue-binds, sparrows,
robins; and perched in a tree, at no great distanee, were several
meadow-larks apparently attracted by the erowd, for they sat
quietly looking on,  Ahwgether there must have been several
hundreds in the flock, for there were frequently six or cight
hanging upan one thistle-stalk.  Some were feeding busily ; others
were flittinge about, now on the fenees, now in the road. 1t
was 4 way, pre(ty sight. We disturbed them, of course, passing
in their midst ; but they did nod seem much wdarmed, Tiking
Hight, as we came close upon them, they alighted again on the
rails and weeds, a0 few yards bevond, repeating over and over
the same movement as we walked slowly on, until more than
hulf the flock had actually aceompanied us in this way a good
ptece of roud, ealled near a quarter of a mile. They seemed
half convineed that we meant no harm to them,  As we reached
the end of the lune und turned into the highway, some went back
to their feast ; others, as it was near sunset, tlew away in partios,

The numbers of these autumn focks vary very much with the
sensons ; some years they are much more numerous than others,
After 8 cold, late spring, we have comparatively few, Many
birds at such times, prabably, stop short on their spring journey,
rvln:lining farther south; and others, nlas? are destroyed by a
severe untimely frost,  Not Jong since, early 3o the season, a
large party of blue-birds arrived in the village,  We watehed them
with much interest; their brilliant plumage of silvery blue show-
g beautifully as they flitted about in the sunshine ; mmd added to
their wentle, hurmless character and pleasant note, this makes them
very desiruble birds t6 luive ahout a house and on a liwn. We

ohserved no less than three pairs building under the caves, at the
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time referred to, passing up and down before the windows twenty
times a duy, and several others were wolug in and out of holes
nnd chinks of the trees in sight.  One night there came a hard
frost, fullowed by a full of snow ; the next day six of these pretry
blue-birds were picked up dead i one cluster in our own garden,
and seversl others were said to be ving about the grounds. They
seemed to have collected together to warm themselves,  That
summer we siuw very fow blue-birds, and the following autumn
there was searevly a large flack of them seen in the neighibor-
hood,

Fine sunset; the evening still und guict. The Jake beauritul
in its reileetions of the skv.  Saft biorred elouds were fouting
ghove the hills, and the eolor of each lay fithfelly repeated an
the water ;—pink, violet, gray, and Ulue in suceessive fichds,

Thursday, 28th.—In our walk, this afternoan, observed a
bread field upon a hill-side covered with ihe white s‘il\'(-r_\' heads

of the everlastings. The country people sometimes call these

. plants “ moonshine,” and really the cfleet in the evening upon =0

broad a field reminded one of moonlizht. These flowers deserve

the name of “ everlasting ;

Fa)

in the spring, and they continue in blossom until the latest days

“seme of them begin to bloomn early

of autumn.  They are extremely common liere; one of our ehar-
aclerisiic plants.
A noisy flock of blue-jays eollected in the wood behind us as

we were standing on Mount . They were hunting for nuts,
and ehattering like monkevs,  Their ery is anything but musical,
but they are certainly very handsome birds.  There is another
kind of jay—the Canada juy—sometimes seen in this State ; it is

not so fine a bird as the common sart. These birda are said to
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eat all sorts of things ; Just now they ave Ireguently mischivvons
in the maize-fields. They are good mimicx, when trained, and a
littie given to thieving, like the magpiec.  We do not quarrel with
them, however, for they are one of the few birds that puss the
winter in our woods: at least, seme of their flocks reman here,
(though others probably go off teward the coust.

Friday, 20th —Great ehange in the weather.  Chilly, pinching
day, The county fair of the Agricultural Society is now goinyg
on jn the village, which is thronged with wagons and chilly-
looking people.  Three or four thousund persons, men, women, and
childrrn, sometimes attend these fairs ; Lu-d:i_\' the village is llu‘;ug]lt.
more crowded than it has been any time this vear; nvither the
eircus, nor menagerie, nor election, has collected so many people
us the Fair.

The eattle-show is said to be respectable | the plonghing match
and’ speech were also pronounced creditable to the oceasion.
Within doors there is the usual exhibitivn of fairm produce and
manufactures. The first department consists of butter, cheese,
maple sugar, honey, & noble pumpkin, about tive feet in circum-
ference ; some very fine potatoes, of the Carter and pink-vye va-
riettes, looking as though there were no polato-diseuse in the
world ; some carvots and turnips also.  Apples were the only
fruit exhihited. Some of the butter and cheese was proncunced
very gnod ; and both the maple sugar and honey were excellent,
Ailtogether, however, this part of the show was meagre ; assuredly
we might do much more than has vet been done jn this county,
with our vegetubles and fruits, And a little more attention to the
arrangement of the few cbjects of this kind exhibited at the Fair,

is desirable ; people take great puins in arranging & room for a
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pubdic ball or dinner; but an exhibition of this kind is of fur more
real interest and importance than any meeting for mere wimuse-
nunt. These agricultural fairs are among the most pleasing as
well us most important gatherings we country people know of,
The eattle and the domestic manufuctures furm much the must
important features in our fairs.  The stock of this eounly is not
thought remarkable, [ believe, vither one wuy or the other: bul
some prizes from the State Society have been distributed wnong
us.  Qure domestic manufactures, however, are really very i.l.lll'I'-
esting, and  highly creditable to the Tousewives of the county,
Some of the flanmels und carpeting are of excellent quality, A
very short titne sinee, Defore imported woullens were reduecd as
low in price s they are to-day, & large amount of carpeting was
made by fwnilics in the inland eountivs, und some of the best
houses were furnished throughout witl domesiic manvfuctures,
the wool being raised on the farm, and spun, dved, and woven in
the liouse, or in the immediate neighborhoed, At this moment
many such carpets are fonnd in our county, and wre probully
thought imperied by those who are not awure how mueh work of
the kind is done among cur rural population.  Some are made on
the Venetian patterns, like stair carpeting, bui others ur-l:‘ imitstions
of ingrain,  There is still apother kind of carpeting, more hum-
ble in quality, much used in the country, g earpeting, some of
which may be seen in every farm-house, and commnn in the vil-
lages also; strips of colton, woollen, or linen are cut, sewed to-
gether, and dyed of differeut eolors, when they are woven with a
warp of tow, in Yenetion patterns. Some of these e very pret-
ty and neat.  One of the best und lugest country inns in the in-

terior of this State is ulmost wholly carpeted in this way. In
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Europc these rag earpels wre not seen, ut least nol on the common
track of travellers, and possibly they are an lnventiva of our greal-
grundmothers after they had crossed the ocean, Or it may be
that they are found in English farm-houses off’ the common route,

Besides execllent flannels and carpeting, we saw very good
shawls, stamped table-covers, blankets, shirting and sheeting,
towelling and talije linen ; eather and morocea ; woollen stockings,
mittens, sloves, and soeks ; very neat shoes and boots, on Daris
patterns ; embroidery, and fancy work of several kinds; some very
gnud briadeioth ; pretiy plaid and striiu-d woollen nnterinls, fur
dresses; handsome bed-quilts, of unusually pretty patterns, and
well quilted, de., de. Altogether this was the most creditable
part of the in-door exhibition.  Esery one must feel an interest
tn these fairs; and it is to be hoped they will become muwe and
more a source of improvement and advantage in evervtling con-
neeted with fﬂrming. g:lrdeniug, |lalir)’-wurk, m;muf;lclm'ing. me-
chanical, and household fabors,

The butter and cheese of this county ought 1o be of the very
highest quality, That of our best daivies already communds a high
price in the large towns; but with plenty of grass, good spring
water in abundanee, and a comparatively cool summer climate,
there ought not to be a pound of dad butter ta be found here,
Unfortunately, & great deal of a very indifferent kind is made
and eaten: and vet bad butter s almost us iojurious to health
as bad air, of which we hear so much now-a-days. At the tuv-
erns it is seldom that one mects with tolerable butter,

Seaturdiy, 30th,—Milder agaitn.  There are stll many grass
hoppers threnging the fields and road-sides of warm days, The

14
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turkeys, however, make great havoe among them; these birds
fatten very much on the grasshoppers of Beptember.

Mowday, October 2d.—8Boft, half-cloudy day; sumething of
spring in the atmosphere. The woods also are spring-like in their
appearance tu—du)‘ I many trees are j\l:\l v the yerge of tuming.
colored in light, delicate yreens of every tint; the effect s very
beauliful, und steangely like Miy.  But here and there, amid these
pleasing varictics of verdure, we tind a brilliant flash of scarlet or
crinson, reminding us that we ave near the elose of the year, un-
der the influence of Liaght autuam, and net of gentde spring.

Drive and wulk.  Sat upon the ¢litls enjuying the view,  The
day was perfectly still, the lake calm and placid, the veflection of
its banks more (han usuull'\' ]u\'vl.\' I is clearness and teeurey ;
the chungiug woods, cach brilliant tree, the hills, furns, and build-
ings were all repeated wich wonderful fidelity, and 2l the sweet-
ness of the natural kadseape.

Gathered guite a pretty bunciv of Howers ;| asters, everlastings,
golden-rods, bird-bell, innocence, pink and vellow fuinitory, and a
bunch of white blackberry flowers, bluoming vat of senson,
Found some of the fruit, also, guite eatable sl & rose-berry
also, here and there.  Some of the jeaves of these bushes, the
rose-raspherry, are very large, amonyg the largest Jeuves we have ;
measured one this morning of unusual size, twelve inches and a
half in breadth,  The bush grew i a moist, slady spot,

Muny butterdlies sailing over the fickls.  The vellow buttertlies
are the earliest to come, and the last to leave us; they seem more
social in their hobits than most of their kind, for you generally see
them in parties, often in the meadows, often vn the highways,
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Not long since we suw & troop of these littde creatures, n dozen or
more, fluttering over a mudidy spot in the road, as they ofun do,—
whether to drink or not, 1 do not know ; there was a cottage and
a blacksmith-shop close nt hand, and a pretty white kitten had
strayved out to sun herself,  As we came to the spot puss was in
the midst of the butterflics at yuiet, g(’ntfc play with them; they
did not seem to mind ber good-natured tups at ull, a\-éldialg ihem
by fhtting about, but without any signs of alarm, still hovering
over the same spot; we watched them a moment, and then, fear-
ful that puss might wound some of her little play-fellows, we took
her up and sect her on the fence.

leard a ent-hird and jays in the woouds, Heard a gun als,
boding mischief to partridges or pigeons.

Sat down to lonk at the water, and a bit of pebbly shore, many
feet below.  Counted the flowers of a tall mullein spike, which
measured thirty-three inches in leagtl; it bore five hundred and
seventy flowers, or rather sevd-vessels, for it wins out of bloszom ;
cach of these seed-vessels was filled with tiny dark seed, proba-
bly by the hundred, for 1 had not the tine or patience to count
these, No wonder thut mulivins sre common ; they must yield fruit
ten thousand-fold ! The birds do not scem to ltke iheir sved ;
they are uot seen feeding en the mullein stalks, as we see them
on the thistles every day.

Wednesday, 3d.—Pleasant, The varied greens of yesterday
are already gome ; light, delicate yeliows prevail to-day, and the
groves remind us of what we read of the gelden gardens of the
Incas, in the vale of Cuzen.  Reurlot and erimson are increasing
also; it seems singular, but the sumachs, which a few duys since

were a dark reddish purple, are now taking a bright scarlet, a
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much lighter tint, while the usual progress with the eoloring of
the folinge is from lizht 1o dark,  The Virginia crveper is vivid
cherry color, as weual, and its Ieaves are abready dropping; they
are abways the tirst to fall. The birches are yellow, more siv than
uswil ; the ehms ulso; the lime-trees decep orunge. The aspens
are quite green still, as well as the Lombardy puplars, and the
willows,

They are digging the potatoes; the crop 3 not a bad one in
this neighborhood 5 some of the Carters, especially, ae very fine,
Lree and meady 3 and there is generaily but litde of the decay
vet.  Some of the furmers expeet to lose only a fourth of the
erop, others more, some foew even less,  But the discaze often
shows itself after the potatovs are in the cellar,

Wednewduy, 4th—8ky soft, but cloudy,  How rapid are the
changes in the foltage at this season ! One can almest see the
eidors growing brighter,  The yellows we more decided, the
searlet and erimson spreading further, with a0 pink flush vising on
many Lrees where }'t-]]nw prevaily, espeeially ameng the lu:lph's.
Still there is a clear vein of green pereeptible ; not the verdure
of the pine and bemlock, but the lighter greens of the wspens and
beeches, with seine ks and chestnts nat yet tauched.  Indeod,
the wouds e very Leautilul, ll}-d;l}'; the weneral «ffeet i charm-
ing, while here and there we nole a searlet maple, o golden bivel,
so brilliantly vivid that we are rexlly amazed at the richness and
beauty of their coloring.

The ehildren ure out nutting & it is the chestnuts which are the
ehiel attraction with them—they are very common here. A
merry group of boys and girls were ehattng away in the < Chest-

nut Grove”™ s afternoom, ws we passed, Black walnuls are not
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50 frequent, and the butternuts in this immediate neighborhowd
are rare; in some parts of the county they abound.  Beech-nuts
are plenty,  Hazel-nuts are yare, and our Lickory-nuts are not as
goud as ' Thiskytoms” should be. Siill, ail things with kernels ave
“nuts” to boys, antl the young rogues make furious attacks upun
all the chestnut, walnut, and bickory trecs in the neighborhnod ;
they have already stripped the walirut-trees about the villige of
all their leaves; these are disposed to full early, but the boys
beat the branches so unmercifully that they beeome guite bave ns
soon as the fruit is ripe,

A large purty of pretty lutle wrens were feeding on the haws
of un old thorn-tree by the road-side.  Perhaps they were winter
wrens, which are feund in this Ste, and remain hepe through
the vear. We do not remember, however, to liave cver seen i
wren in this county, duriny our coldest manths,

Lhursday, 5th —The woods are very fine, wnder the clondy
sky, to-duy.  Searlet, erdmson, pink, and dark red inereasing
rapidly—gaining upon the vellows. So mueh the better ;) seisons
wiwere yellow prevails are far from being our finest autumns,  The
more crimson and searlet we have to blead with the orange and
straw colors, the gaver we are.  Still, this scems rather a yellow
year; for the elms and hickories—which often wither and turn
brown, without much beawty—are very handsome just now, in
clear shudes of yellow, fluttering in the brecze like gold-leaf;
while: the chestnuts, birehes, wyeh-hazel, and many maples, 1
usual, wear the same colurs. Although there are certain general
rules regarding the coloring of the trees, still they vary with

ditferent seasois ; some which were red lust year may be vellow
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this autumn, and others which were dull russet may be bright
gold eolov. The other day we found a wood-path strewed, at one
spot, with pink aspen-feaves; but the general eolor of this tree is
a decided yellow, nor do T ever remember to have seen its foliuge
pink before this instance ; still there was no mistake about the
maiter, the leaves b(-longod o the ]urgc aspen, and they were
clewrly pink. They Ineked, however, as if they had first turned
yillow, and then a coat of rich wurm luke bad been laid on afier-
ward,  Maples frequently go throuch the same process,

Bome of the aaks are turning deep red, others sewrlet,  The
ashes are afrcady dark purple. But while most of the loliage is
gaining in brillianey, bare Embs are adready seen here and there ;
the Virginia ereepers are all but leatless, so are the black walnuts;
and the bulm of Gilead poplar is losing its large leaves,  Such is
Autumn : prodigal in her magmificence, seattering largesse with a
Liberal hand, she is vet careless, and regardless of fnish in the
lesser details ; she flings eloth of gold over the old chestnut, and
Tyrian purple upon the cak; while the neichboring grape-vine
hangs w dull and blighted garland of russet upon the furgotten
aspen, still green, Spring has a dainty hand, & delicate pendl ;
no single tree, shrub, plunt, or weed, is left untouched Ty her;
but Autumn delights rather in the breadth and grandeur of her
labors, she is careless of detuils, Spring works lovingly— Autumn,
pmu(]ly, m:l;;nifiwntf.\'.

Friday, Gth.—Beautiful day.  House-cleaning going on in the
villae ; happily, the labors of the (ask at this season are less
tremendous and overwhelming than in spring ; it is a matter of
two or three days, instead of weeks.
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The wasls are britliant in the sunshine.  There i still a vein
of green, however, running through the forest, independently of
the pines and firs.

In our stroll this evening we saw several flocks of birds, water-
fowl and ether smaller birds, moving stendily to the southward.
These flocks give much interest to the autumn sky ; they are often
seen now, but are not common at other seasons—unless, indeed, .
it be in picture-books, where every landseape s provided with &
nondeseript flock of its own, quite iz a matter of eourse.  Through
the spring and summer, the birds live with us, in our own atmo-
sphere, among our own groves and plants, everv-day companions ;
but at. this seasen they soar above us, and we look up at the little
creatures with a sort of respect, as we belold the wonderful
powers with which they are endowed, sailing in the heavens, aver
Rill and dule, food and town, toward lands which we may never
hope to sce.

Suturday, Tth.—Chamming weather. The wouds on the hills
ure glorious in the sunshine, the golden light playing about their
leafy erests, as though it took pleasure in kindling such rich eolor-
ing. The red of the oaks grows deeper, the chestnuts are of a
brighter gold eulor.  8ill & touch of green in the woods: the
folizge of the becch struggles a long time to preserve Hx verdure,
the brownish ycllow creeps over it very slowly; most trees turn
more rapidly, as though they took pleasure in the change,

Butterflies fluttering about in the sunshine; dragon-flies alsn,
“la demoisclle doriee,” as the French eall them—strange, that
what is & young huly in France should become a dmgon across
the Channel! Many grasshoppers by the road-sides. Small gnat-
like flies abound, in flocks,
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“ barme alaft,

Or ginking., ns the Yight wind lives or dics.”

Beautiful maonlicht this evening, with a decided frosty feeling
in the air.  The mom was determined to show us what she could
do toward lighting up the autumn folinge af night ; the effect was
singular, as seen in the trees ahout the Jawn, A dreamy fugitive
coloring of searlet and vellow scemed to be thrown over the
sumachs and maples, near the house 5 and even upen the Wills, in
gputs where the Hoht foll with all its power, the difference between
the colored belts of yellow or searlet, and the durker evergreens,
was quile pereeptible,

Mondoy, 3rh.—As the sun rose the lake lay buried in mist,
which gradunlly rolled away, with sea-like glimpses of the water.
The leaves of the locusts are shrivelled by the frost, and droppung
rapidly and silently from the branches; several trees on the Jawn
will be all but bare to-night.  "The falinge always falls as much
after a sharp frost as from the effect of a high wind ; such morn-
Ines as this the leaves drop calinly and silently to the earth, but
the sturmy winds tear them angrily from the trees, and drive them
wildly from grove to grove, from field to field, ere they rest
beneath their sheawd of snow,

The air is quite sharp this merning, and the birds coma flutter-
ing about the windows, as though it were more chilly than they
liked out of doors; we saw several robins, sparrows, and gold-
finehies about the windows in different parts of the house, A
culdiineh, in full eolor, flew against the glass pane.  One would
gladly upen to the Tittle ereatures, but if we approach the window
they are frightened, and fly off again; it is a pity we cannot
make them understand they would be very welcome to warm
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themselves and then fly away at will. Probably they take the
house for a respretable sort of cave, where they mean o shelter
themselves from the frosty air a while ; but as they never come antil
toward the lust of the season, it looks very much as if they wished
to say goud-bye, and inguire ¥ we lave any messages for our
friends in Carolina, _

A bhandsome Antiopa butterfly, brown and buff, ulso cime
fluttering about a window of the sccond story several times in
the course of the morning, coming and going, as if anxious te find
its way in. At last we opened the window, but it was frichtened
by the noise, and fAuttered awny. These large and handsome
butterflies are longer-lived than many of their companions ; they
outlive the winter, by clinring to the rafters of barns and out-
buildings, or concealing themselves in sheltered ereviees of walls,
where they remain in a torpid state until the mild weather in
spring, when they come out again, and may oceasionally be seen
flittingr about among the leafless and flowerless shrubs of Mareh
and Aprit.

Fursday, 10th—Mild, Bhowery morning, bright alternonn,
Pleasant walk on the lake-road.  The pines are elear green again,
having st thelr rusty leaves. A few cones alse are dropping,
but many hang on the trees through the winter,

A few years since, those who followed this road, alony the lake
shore, frequently met un old man, coming and going in this diree-
tion, whose venerable appearance would probably have attracted
a stranzer’s attention,  His head was white with the honors of
fourscore and upward, yet his tall, slender firure was ercet
and active, showing few marks of age; and his fuce was remark-

able for a kindly, benevolent expression, a bright, healthy eve, and
P4t
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ruddy eomplexion.  Fhis oll man led a singular life, partaking
of the retirement and simpheity of that of a hermit, with the
active benevolence of a diffirent ¢lass of men. With children
Tiving i the village, and L':lilin:__-; the house of n d:mghtc]' his hone,
he loved the quict solitede of the fields; and, unwilling to be idle,
0 longe us he had strengeth to work, the good old man applied 1o
the owner of the Jand in this direetion for a spot to (il his
rugquest was complied with, and lie ehose a little pateh within
short walk of the village,  Early in the moming, before sunrise,
he would goe out into the woeods, frequently remuaining out the
whole day, only hr‘mling his steps homeward toward evening.
Often he might be seen at work with his spude or his e, about
the Bittie field which he was the first man to till; lie made u fence
of the decayed logs Iving about, collected the rubiish and brush-
wuod and burned it, then plosched, and planted maize and
putatoes.  Often, when missed from his field, he has been found
sittig among the bushes reading lix Lible or his hymn-book,
or kneeling in praver.  On the Will-side, at no great distanee from
his little clearing, theve 3s a shallow cave, well known in the nejgh-
herhond, and nENY & summer 111(:1'11]1”_:, hefore the \'illugn hell
has rune for sunrisze, the good old man has been knceling there,
in earnest prayer for the people of the sleeping town at his feet.
Much of lhis time was passed in prayer, in reading the Huoly
Beriptures, and singing pious hymas, with his pleasant old voice.
He always had g smiling, friendly grecting for his acquaintances,
and expressed a very warm iuterest in the children and grand-
children of those he had knewn in carlier days; he never met a
young person of his acquaintance without some solemn words of

good advice, and a blessing, given with eurnest sincerity,  Oera-
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stonutly he would visit his different friends in the village, and
although his object was penerally of a charituble ar religious
nature, vet he loved to talk of past times with those whose meme-
ries went back to the first vears of the little eelony,  He had been
a miller by trade, and came into the eounty at an early day, and
of course knew much of the history of this rural community,
But he had also other recollections of a more ambiticus nature ;
for Ire had begun life ns a soldier, during the troubles of the Reve-

lution, having belonged to the *Jersey line;” aund it was with
~some latent pride that he would relate liow he had, more than
once, stood semtinel before the tent of General Washingtan, and
seen *“ Hix Execelieney” go in and out.  His recollection of the
battle of Long Island, and the celebrated retreal scross the Kast
River, was particutarly good ; his old check would flush, and his
mild eye grow brighter, as he told the incidents of that day and
night ; while the listener must needs smile to see the young
soldier thus getting the better of the peaceful eld solitary.  His
activity was unusual for such advanced vears: a crent walker, he
never used horse or wagon if he could help it; and at the age of
eighty-two he walked forty miles in one dav, to visit a friend in
the next county. He ate only the simplest food, and never drank
anything but water, or a bowl of milk now and then; and this
temperance, wdded to regular exercize and lipht Iabor in the ficlds,
with a mind at peace, were no doubt the eause of the good health
and activity e enjoyed so late in life.  ‘This excellent man was a
striking example of what the Holy Scriptures alone muy do for
the honest, simple heart, who endeavors faithfully to carry out
the two great commandments —loving our Maker with all the

heart, and doing unio others as we woundd have others do to us.
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Full of simple piety and benevolenee, temperate, frugal, and indus-
trious, singlgminded, and upright in word and deed, his conduct
in all these respeets wias sueh s to commund the respeet and
veneration of those who knew him, It was like 8 blessing to meet
g0 good A mian inone’s daily walks,  Such an instance of honor-
able integrity and simple piety was a strong encourngement to
perseverance in duty, among the many examples of a very oppo-
site charneter—examples of weikness, folly, and sin, which hourly
crossed one’s patl,

Nat long sinee, during the eold weather in winter, the village
heard with regret that their venerable old neighbor had fullen on
the e, and broken a leg ; from that time he has been compelled
to yive up his fivld labors, having become quite infirm.  Dowed
down with age and debility, his mind often wanders; but on
the subject nearest his heart, he s stifl him=c}f.  He may be secn
sccasionally, of a pleasant day, sitting alone il‘l the iane near hs
dauglier's door, searcely heeding what passes before him; his
eyes closed, his hands clasped, and bis lips moving in praver.  1f
one stops to offer him a respectful greeting, he shakes his lead,
acknowlediing that memery fails him, but he still hestows a bless-
ing with his feeble voice and dim eye—= Giud bless you, my
friend, wheever you be !

The little pateh of ground enclosed by logs, just within the
cdue of the wood, and the frequent tuming-point in our walks,
was the goud man's clearing. Tt now lies waste and deserted.
A solitary sweet-brinr has sprung up lately by the road-side, be-
fore the rude fence,  This delightful shrub is well known to be a
stennger in the forest, never appearing until the soil has been

broken by the plough: and it xeems to have ~prung up just here
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expressly to mark the good man’s tillage.  Tall mullein-stalks,
thistles, and weeds G the place where the old hushandman gath-
ered his littde crop of maize and polatoes; evely senson the
traces of tillage become more and more faint in the little field ; o
portion of the Jog fence hus fullen, and this sumner the fern has
gatned rapidly upon the mulleins and thistles,  The silent spirit
of the wouds seems ereeping over the spot again,

Wednrsduy, 11th.— Autumin would appear o have received gen-
erally a dull charaecter from the poets of the O1d World ; probally
if one eould pacher all the passages relating to the season, scat-
tered amuony the pages of these writers, a very lurge propartion
would be found of a grave nature.  English verse is full of sad
images applied to the season, and often more particularly to the
foliage, -

* The chifting anlenm, angry winter,™
are linked together by Shakspeare,
* Tl aerfline avtunn Giils thy laps with leaves,”™

writes Collins,

0 pensive autumn, low I grieve
Thy sorrowing Tace 10 sce,
When languid runa aro taking leave

OF every drooping tree !
says Shenstone.
“ ¥a treea that fade when autumn heals retnoye,™
says Pupe,
'* Antumn, melsncholy wight ™

exclatms Wordsworth.  And hundreds of similar lines might he
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given; for very many of the English poets seem to have felt &
November chill at their fingers’ ends when alluding to the
subject,

The writers of France tell much the same tale of Autumn,

across the Channel,

** Plus pile, que Ia pale automne,”
says Millevoye, in bis touching lament.

g pikle Automne
Iune muin languissante, effouiliant sa couronne ™

writes Delille; and again,

¢ Dirai-je i quels desaatres,

De I'Automne oragenx nous exposent los patres 1
And again,

# Voyer comment 1" Automne nébuleux

Tows les ans, ponr gémir, nong amisne en cen lienx.”

8t. Lambert tells us of fogs and mists, in his sing-song verses, his

“ ormeanx, et rameaus, ¢t hameaux,”

** Cea voiles suspendus qui eachent 3 1a terre
T ciel qui la couronne, ct Pastre qui I'éclaire
Préparent les mortels au retour dox frimas.
Muis la feuille en tombant, du pampre dépouille

Découvee 1o misin, de rubis emaillé.™

Observe that fre was the especiar poet of the seasons, and bound
to fidelity in their behalf; and yet, pointing Autumn during the
vintage, he already covers the sky with clouds, and tatks of

“ frimas,”’
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# Zalet, bois couronnés d'en reste da verdure

Feuilluge, jaunuissant pur les gazona éparm,”

writes M. de Lawmartine, in his beantiful but plaintive verses to
the seasomn,

In Germany we shall find much the same tone prevailing.
= in dea Herbstes welkem Kranze,”
says Schiller; and again,

“ Wenn der Frishlings Kimler aterben,
Wenn vom Nomle's kaltern Hanch
Blatt und Plume sich entfirben—"

As for the noble poets of Ttaly, summer makes up half their
vear; the character of autumn is less decided 1 she is searcely
remembered until the last days of her reign, and then she would
hardly be included amwng i mesi guil”

In short, while gay imagery has been Iavished upen Spring and
Summer, Autuma lus more frequently received a sort of foudfle
morte drapery, by way of contrast,  Ameng the older poets, by
which are meant all who wiate previously to the lust hundred years,
these grave touches, in connection with autunin, are particularly
common; and instances of un opposite character are compara-
tively seldom met with.

There were exceptions, however.  Buch glowing poets as
Spenser and Thomson threw a warmer tint into their piclures of
the season.  But, strange to say, while paving her this compli-
ment, they becume untrue to nature —they robbed Summer to
deck Autumn in her spoils,  They both—Dritish poets, as they
were—put off the prain-harvest watil September, when in truth tha

wheat-sheaf belongs espreially to August. in England 5 that month
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is given up o its lubors, and it is only the very last sheaves which
are gathered in September. Yot hear what Spenser says
“ Then eame the Automne, all in yellow ¢lad,

As though she joyed in Lier plenteons store,

Laden with fruit Lhat wnonde her laueh full glad ;

Ipon ker hend & wreath, which was enrolde

With eares of corne of every sort, she boro,

And in her hand a sickle she (did halda,

To reap tho ripened fruits the enrth 4id yolde™

The eurs of com, and the sickle, were certainly the rightful
praperty of Sumimer, who had already been spending weeks in
1he harvest-field,

Thomson first introduces the season in very much the same
livery as Bpenser, as we may all remember:

Srown witl e piekde, and the selivatten n’am_f.
MWhile Autnmn, naldiang o'er the yellow plaia,
. Cunes jovial on g . . - . .
. . . . broad and brown, helow,
Tixtensive harvests hang the Teavy hewd :—7

In elassie days Spring was seen erowned with flowers ;. Sammer
with grain: Awumn with freits; and Winter with reeds. Al
the four seasons, the Anni of Roman mythology, took a maxeu-
line form.  Trees of this may be found in the gender given to
the different seasons, grammatically speaking, in the principal
modern tongues of Europe, for they are chiefly masculine.  In
Ttalian, spring, fo primevera, is fominine Pestate, Fantwmuo, Uin-
vrrno, ave museuline ; in verse, i verno is ovcasionally used for
winter; and the gender of summer is sometimes ehanged to a
fumivine substantive, fa state. 1o German, der Frildiow, der

Searmer, der Winter, der Horbst, are sl musewline, and so is the
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more poctical word, der Lenz, for spring ; but the Germans,
as we all know, have peculinr notions on the subject of gen-
der, {or they have made the sun feminine, and the moun
masculine.  The Spaniards have adopted the same words us
the Italians, with the same genders—le poimercre, o vernno
or el extio, el otofo, el fwvicens, spring alone being feminine.
In French, we have them all masculine, strictly speaking, fe prin-
tomps, ety Pevtomne, liver ; but h)’ une of the very few licenses
permitted in French grammay, sutumn oecasionally becomes femni-
nine, in a sense hall poctieal, half cuphoniead. Streietly speaking, we
are taught that, with an adjective preceding it, autumn, in Frencl,
is always masculine,
" Ou guand sur les eiteans f eigaeens Automne
Titalait sex ruising dont Bacehns se cowronne 37

while with the ﬁlijt't’ti\'l.‘ enming after, it ix feminine: “une
automne dolicieuse,” savs Madame de Rivien,  But this rule is
often nealected In verse, by the sume writers who are queted as
authority for it, as we have seen in “la pile automne™ of Delille;
the feeling and tact of the individual seem o decide the question ;
and this is one of the very fow instanees in which such Tiberty is
allowed to the French puet. As might be supposed, the variation
becumes a grace ; and probiably il sometling more of the same
freedom were generully diffused through the Tanguagre, the poetry
of France would hive more of that life and spirit which is now
chiefly confined to her greater writers In verse. In that case, we
should have had move than one Lafontaine to delight us,

In English, thanks to our neuter gender, poets are allowed to do
as they choose in this matter ; and in many cases they have chosen

to represent all three of the earlier sossons in a feminine form—
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nul only spring and sumnicr, bt sutumn also—as we have just
seen in the case of Spenser,  Thomson, however, has made Sum-
mer a youth, a sort of Apollo:

Ul of the Sun, refulgent Suminer eomes

1le eomes attended by the sultry haouwes,

Anid ever fauning breezes on hiv war.”

And hix autumn also, * erowned with the sickle and the wheaten
sheaf,” searcely looks like a female,

In climates still warmer than those of Greece and Rome, the
ears of grain might eovrectly have been woven into the wreath of
May. Ruth must have gleaned the ficlds of Boaz during the
month of May, or some time-hetween the Passover and Pentecost—
festivals represented by our Master and Whitsunday —for that was
the harvest-time of Judea.

Many of the pocts of cur mather-speech have, however, {ol-
lowed the examples of Sjpenser and Thomson, in representing
antumn as the season of the grain-harvest in ¥ngland.  Among
others, Keats, who also gives a glowing picture of the season, in
those versey, full of poetical images, boginning—

* Senson af mists, wnd melluw fruilfulness !
Cloae hosom friend of the maturing sun.*

He then asks, ** Who has not often seen thee -

LI . #itting carelesa on a granary Aoor,
Thy bnir aoft-lified by the winoowing wind ;
Or on a hall-reaped furrow lain asleep,
Drows'd with the fume of pappies 3 while thy hook
Spures the next swathe, and all ita twined flowern ™

But while such poets as Spenser and Thomson give a warmer
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picture of the season than many of their contemperaries, on an-
other point, ut which we are looking just now, they do not differ
from others—neither of them sees any beauty in the fulinge of
the season, It is true, Thomson speaks, in one Jine, of

# Autumn beaming o'er the yellow waods,™

B

but this seems an accidental epithet, for it does not ocour in the
descriptive part of the season,  When he is expressly engaged in
painting autumn for us, he tells us of the *“tawny copse.”  An-
other passace of his commences in a way which at first leads one
to expect some praise of the autumn fuliage, for he speaks of the
“ many-colored woods.”  To an American, this immediately sug-
gests the iden of searlet and golden tints; but he proceeds in a

very different tone—Nis “many-eolored wonds ™ are all sad,

¢ Bhade deep’ning over shade, the country reund
Imbrown : nelonded unbrage, dusk and dun,
Of cv'ry hne, from wan deelining groen
Teo sooty dark.”

Sober enough, in gaod seoth.  And then he strips the trees amid
gloomy fogs and ris(=:
“ And o’er the sy the leafy deluge streams ;
Till chod’d and matted with the dreary shower,

The forest walka at ev’ry r'ving gale

Rull wide the wither'd weste.™

It would require a general and accurate knowledge of English
verse, and & very currect memory, to say positively that no allu-
sion to the beauty of the autummal wonds may be found in the
alder poets of England ; but certainly, if such are to be met with,
they do not lie within the range of every-day reading.  Are there
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any such in Milton, skillful us he was in picturing the groves and
bowers of Kden ?

 Thicl as autumnal leaves that sivew the hraoks

in Vallumibeosa,'

will neene to the memory; but we have no eoloring here, I
there a single Hoe of this nature in Shakspeare, among the innu-
merable cotyparisons in whieh his faney luxariated 7 Shall we find
one i the wlowing pages of Spenser? In Dryden?  In Chaueer,
so minute in description, and delichting so heartily in nature—
from the humble daisy to the great euks, with < their leaves
newe 7" One is almoxd eonfident that in these, und every other
instance, the answer will prove & negative.

Much the boldest touck of the kind, remembered at present. in
Furopean verse, is found in @ great Freneh rural writer, Dolille ;
spuiking of the woads in Autumn, he says:

L porpre, Tarangeé, opale, Pinesraat,
Bio leurs riches couleurs otnlent Malomlinee.™

Dut these lines stand almost alone, dilfering entively from other
deseriptions of the seasem by Dimself and mwany of his country-
men, with whom it has very generally been « lo pale autumne”
Prodably in these lines Delille had some particular season in
view,  Furopean autumn is net always dull © she has her brighe
dayvx, and at times & degree of Deaaty in her _fu]i:lge. Trom the
more northern countries, as far south of ltaly, one may ocension-
ally see semething of this kind, reminding one of the season in
America. More than a hundied vears sinee, Addi~on afluded
briefly, in bis travels, to the beauty of the autumnal wusds in

Southern Germany, where, indeed, the folinge s said to be finer
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than in any other part of Europe ; but nowhere, 1 bolieve, has hie
given the colored Jeaves & place in verse.  Delille, it must be
remembered, was o more modern poct, writing at the elose of the
last and the commencement of the present eentury; and just
ahaut that time allusions of this kind were finding their way ino
the literature of Europe,

A very decided change in this respect has indeed tuken place
within the last fifty or sixty years, Englisi writers, particularly,
seem suddenly to have discovered Autumn under a new eharue-
ter; two very different pictures are now given of her; one is still
“ Autumin, melancholy wight I while the other hears & much
gaver expression.  Just now allusions to beautiful “ autumnal
tints” have beeome very mueh the fashion in English books of il
sorts 3 and one might think the leaves had been dyed, for the first
time, to please the present generation. Tn reality, there can hardly
have been any change in this respect since the days of Chaucer;
whence, then, comes this altered tone ?

Some fuundation for the chiange may doubtless be found in the
fact, that all deseriptive writing, un natural objects, is now much
less vague and general than it was formerly 3 it has heeome very
much more definite and accurate within the last half century.
Some persons have attributed this change, so far as it regards
England, to the taste for lindscape puinting, which has been so
generally eultivated in thut country during the same pm'iud
Probably this has had jts effeet. The partiality for a more natural

tvle in gardening may also huve done semething toward bringing
the public mind round to a natural taste on all rural subjects. It
= Isseldam, however, that a great changze w pablie taste or opinion is

produced by u sinzle dircet cause vnly 5 Uiere are gemevally many
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lesser collateral causes working together, niding and strengthening
cach other meanwhile, ere decidud resubts are prodouced.  This is
pereeptible in small matters, 15 well as in matters of mportance.
Sumething more than a mere partiality for landscape painting has
been at work ; people had grown tired of mere vapid, conventional
repelitions, they felt the want of something move positive, more
real; the head ealled for more of truth, the heart for more of life,
And so, wrilers began to look out of the window more freguently ;
when writing a pasturnl they turned away from the little porecldin
sheplierds and shepherdesses, standing in high-heeled shoes and
powdered wizs upon every mantel-piece, and they fixed their eves
upnn the real living Roger and Dolly in the hay-field,  Tlen they
came to see that it would do just as well, nuy, far better, to sent
Roger und Dolly under a hawthorn, or an itk of merry Englond,
than to paint them beneath a lwurel, oran ilex of Greeee or Kome ;
in short, they learned at lengih to look at smture by the liht of the
sun, and not by the glimmerings of the poet’s lamp. And o great
Btep this was, not only oart, but in moral and intellectual prog-

ress.®  One of the first among the later English poets, who led

* Nore.—This spwned comrse in truthiul deseviption shonld not stop shert
at inauttnnte tatore.  There is =01 ferther progress whick remains to be effeet-
o 3 the spine care, fhe same altention, the same seraples should, most gsseraily,
be shown by the conscientions mind, in writing of var fllow-ereatures, 1§ we
seck Lo give a correet pictore of o landscape, o tree, g boibliog, how much roore
anxious shoohl we e never willingly lo give o disteiol ve perverted view of any
felinw-man, or class of e 5 of any fael hearivg apon the weitare of our felluw-
erealures, or of any eluss of fets with the some bearing ! We elnim, in this age,
to be mare capecintly in quest of troths—how, then, shnll we ever fod them, if we
are &l buzy In threwing obstneles ineach oilur’a wox T Even in fetion, nay, in
gatire, in cwricature, theee wre just propertions which it is eriininal whaelly 0
pervert. 1o snch cusey, politicsl writers are often avowedly withoul shome ; and,
olaa? how often do Ubristinn writers conform, in this way, to the world aboot
them! Perbape there is no other commandment of Holy Scripture mare boldiy
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the way back into the track of truth, was the simple, kindly, up-
right Cowper; and assurediy it was » task worthy of a Clristian
poet—that of endeavoring {o paint the works of the Creation in
their native dignity, mther than tricked sut in conventional devices
of mun.

Suill, all this might have taken place without producing that
especial attenlion to autumn, perceptible in later Enelish writers ;
that very frequent mention of its softer davs amd varied folire,
which marks a change of feeling from the © chifling auturn™ of
Shakspeare, and the folige “ dusk and dun” of Thomsen.  One
is led to believe that the American autumn has helped te set the
fashion for the sister senson of the Ol World ; that the attention
which the seasen commands in this country, has opened the eves
of Europeans to any similar graces of the sime months in their
own climates ; the gloom s less hewded by them, while every
Pleasing touch is noted with gratification.  In the same way, we
now see frequent allusions to the “ [ndian summer” by Englishmen,
in their own island, where this last sweet smile of the deelining
year was entirely unheeded until its very nmunked character in this
conntry had attraeted admiration.  Qur nanive writers, as soon as
we had writers of our own, pointed out very t.*:lr])' both the swoeet-
ness of the Indian summer, nnd the magnificence of the autumnal
changes. In fact, they must have been dull and blind not to

have marked both these features of the season, as we usually

trampled on, in 2pirit at lenst, at the prexent day, than the ninth, ** Thou shalt
not bear fulse witneas againat thy asighbor.”  Jt is o be feared that the present
e i5 more capecially & slanderous one ; sluclerons not only apon individuals,
bat upor claswes. Where shall we find the olitical party, the schoul of pdi-
Insophy, the religious sweet or purty, whodly puee from this poison T These are
among the facts which teach cur -aee & leseon of perpelual humility.
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enjoy them.  And here, indecd, we tind the preciee zetent of the
differenee between the relative beauty of autumn in Europe and
in Amerien s with us #is quite upussible to overlook these pecu-
Line charms of the autwnnal months ; while in Europe, though ot
wholly wanting, they remained wnnoticed, unobserved, for ages,
Had the same soft atmesphere of the « Indian summer” warmed
the wonds of Windsor, year after year, while Geoffrer Chancer
roamed among their glades, the English would have had a ward
or a phrase toexpress the charm of such days, before they ber-
rowed voe from wnother continent. Had the maples, and ouks,
and ushes, on the banks of the Avon, colored the waters of that
stream, year afler year, with their own searlet, and erimson, and
purple, while Will. Shakspeaze, the builiff’s son, was shooting his
arrows on its banks, we should have found many a rich and ex-
quisite image comeeted with antumnal hours hovering about the
footsteps of Lear and Hamlet, Mirnnda and Imogen, and Rosa-
lind,  Had the woods of England been as rich az our vwn, ther
branches would have been interwoven amang the masques of Den
Jonson and Milton; they would have had a place in more thaa
one of Spenser's beantiful pictures.  All these are wanting now,
Perhaps the void may Le in a measure filled up for us by great
pocts of our own; but even then one charm will faill-—the mellow
light of eld, which illumnes the page of the old poet, will be
missed ; for that, like the rich flavor of old wine, is the gift of
Time alone.

In the meanwhile, however, the mareh of Autumn through the
Jand is not a silent one—it is already acecmpanied by song.
Searce & poet of any fiune among us who lias not at least sone

praceful verse, sonwe alowing imare connected with the season;
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and year alter yeur the song must beecome faller, and sweeter, and
clearer.

In those parts of this continent which answer to the medium
¢limates of Europe, and where Autumn has a decided churacter
of her own, the scason is indecd a noble one. Rich in bounty,
ripening the blended fruits of two hemispheres, beauty is also her
inalienable dower, Clear skies and cheerful breezes are more
frequent throughout her course than storms or clouds,  Fous are
rare indeed., MNild, balmy airs seem to delight in attending her
steps, while the soft haze of the Indinn summer is guthered like a
chotee vei} about her braws, throwing a charm of its own over
every feature. The grain-harvest has been given to Summer ; of
all its treasures, she preserves alone the frygrant buckwheat and
the golden maize. The nobler fruits are all hers—the finer
peaches and plums, the choleest apples, pears, and grupes, The
homely, but precious root-harvest, belongs to her—winter stores
for man and his herds.  And now, when the year is drawing toa
close, when the blessings of the earth have been gathered and
stored, when every trec and plant has borne its fruits, when every
field has yielded its produce, why should the sun shine brightly
now?  What Las he more {o ripen for us at this late day ?

At this very period, when the annual labors of the husbandman
are drawing to a close, when the first light frosts ripen the wild
grapes in the wouds, and open the husks of the hickory-nuts,
bringing the latest fruits of the year to muturity, these are the
days when, here and there, in the groves you will find amaple-tree
whose leaves are touched with the gavest colors; those are the
heralds which announce the approach of a brilliunt pagent—the

moment chosen by Autumn to keep the great harvest-home of
15
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America is at hand.. In a few days comes another ynd a sharper
frost, and the whole face of the country is changed ; we enjoy,
with wonder and delizht, u natural spectagle, gréat and beautiiul,
be;'und the reach of any human means,

- We are naturally accustomed ro associste the idea of verdure
with foliage

feaves should surely be green!  But now we gaze
in wonder as we behold colors so brilliant and so varied hunyg upun
every tree.  Tints that you have admired among the dinker talips
and roses, the richer Dlies and dahlias of the flower-garden—colors

that have pleased your eye among the fine silks and wools of a

lady’s delicate embroidery—dyes that the shopman shows off with
complaceney amuny his Cashmeres and velvets—hues reserved by
the artist for his proudest works —these we now see fluttering i
the leaves of old oaks, and tupeloes, liquid ambers, chestnuls,
and maples !

We belold the green woods becoming one mass of nich and
varied coloring. 1t would seem as though Autumn, in honor of
this high holiday, had ecollveted together all the past glories of
the year, adding them to her own; she borrows the gay eolors
that have been lying during the summer months among the Jow-
ers, in Lhe fruits, upon the plumage of the bird, oh the wings of
the butterfly, and working them together in broad and wlowing
masses, she throws them over the forest to grace her tricimph.
Like some great festivid of an Nalian city, where the people bring
rich tapextries and hang them in their streets ; where they unlock
chests of heir-looms, and bring to light brilliant draperies, which
they suspend from their windows and balconivs, te gleam in the

gunshine,

The banging woods of a mountainous country are especially
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beautiful at this senson; the trees throwing out their branches,
ene above another, in bright variety of coloring and outline, every
individual of the gay throng having a fancy of his own to humor.
The oak loves & deep, rich red, or a warm scarlet, though some
of bis family are partial to yelfow, The chestouts are all of one
shadeless mass of gold-color, from the hizhest to the lowest
branch, The buss-wood, or linden, is orange,  The aspen, with
its silvery stem and brunches, flutters in a lighter shade, like the
wrought gold of the jeweller.  The sumach, with its long, pinnated
leaf, is of a brilliant searlet.  ‘The pepperidge is almust purple,
and some of the ashes approach the same shade during certain sea-
sons.  Other ashes, with the birches and beech, hickery and
elmis, have their own tints of yellow. That beautiful and common
vine, the Virginia ereeper, is u vivildd cherry-color, e sweel-eum
s vermilion. “The YViburnum tribe amd dog-woods are dyved in lake,
As fur the muplt‘-.&', t]uz_v ubwivs rank first amony the show ;o there
s no other tree which contributes singly so much to the beaaty
of the season, for it unites mure of briltinney, with inwre of varicty,
than any of is cumpaniuns; with us 1t s also more eommaon than
any other tree,  Here you have a soft mapde, vivid seaddet from
the highest to the lowest leaf; there is another, a sugar maple,
# pure sheet of gold § this is dark crimson like the ouk, that
vermilion ; another Is parti-colured, pink and yellow, green and
red ; yonder is one of a deep purplish hue; this is still green, that
is mottied in patches, another is shuded ; still another blends all
these colors on its own branehes, in caprivious ennfusion, the dif-
ferent limbs, the separvate twigs, the single leaves, varying from
each other in distinet cvlurs, und shuded tints. And in every

direction a repetition of th 's magniticent picture meews the eye: in
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the woods that skirt the dimpled merdows, in the thickets and
copses of the fields, in the bushes which fringe the brook, in the
trees which line the streets and road-sides, in those of the lawns
and gardens—brillinnt and vivid in the nearest groves, gradu-
ally lessening in tone upon the farther woods and successive
knolls, until, in the distant back-ground, the hills are colored by
a mingled confusion of tints, which defy the eye to seize them,

Among this brilliant display, there are usunlly seme few trees
which fude, and wither, and dry inte 8 homely brown, without
appearing to feel the general influence; the svemmores, the
locusts, for instance, und often the elms wdso, have litde beanty to
attract the eyve, seldom niming at more than a tolerable vellow,
though at times they may be brighter.

Imported trees, transplanted originally from the Old World,
preserve, as a rule, the more sober hahits of their ancestral woods ;
the Lombardy poplar and the weeping willsw are only pale vel-
low ; the ul}ple and pear trees, ;md some of the garden shrobs,
lilacs, and syringas, and snow-balls, gencmlly wither, ®ithout brit-
liancy, though once in & while they have a fancy for something
rather pgayer than paie yellow or russet, and are just touched
with red or purple.

Other trees, ngain, from some accident of position or other
cause, will remain a elear green, weeks afier their companions of
the same species are in full color,

But amid the general gayety, the few exceptions are scarcely
observed, unless they are pointed out, and the beautiful effect of
the great picture remains unbroken,

One observes also, that the spirit of the scene is carried out in

many lesser details, for which we are scarcely prepared. Walking
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through the woods and ficlds, you find many of the smuller shruhs
very prettily colored, listle annuaks also, and the scedlings of the
forest-trees, The tiny maples especudly, not longer than your
finger, with half a duzen Jitle leaflets, ure often as delicately
eolored as blossoms, pink, and red, and vellow. Some of the
flawering plants, also, the sarsaparillas and May-stars, with their
finely-cut leaves, are frequently of a soft, elear straw-color.  One
may mike very handsome bunches of these bright leaves; a
branch of the golden chestout, or aspen, or birch, a crimson twig
from n young ok, anather of scarlet maple, a long, plume-like
leaf of the red sumach, with some of the lesser secdlings, and the
prl'll.iest of the wood-plunts, nutke up a bouquet whicl almost
rivals the dahlias in brilliancy.

Some persons pecasionally eomplain that this peried of the vear,
this brillint change in the foliage, causes melaneholy feclings,
arousing sad and sorrowful ideas, like the Hlush on the heetic
cheek.  But surely its more natural meaning is of 4 very ditferent
import, Here is no sudden blight of youth and beauty, no sweat
hopes of life are blusted, no generous aim at usefulness and ad-
vuneing virtue is eut short; the yvear is drawing to its patural
term, the seasous have run their usual course, all their blissings
have been enjoyed, all our precions things are cared for; there is
nothing of untimeliness, nothing of disappointment in these shorter
days and lessening heats of autumn.  As well may we mowrn over
the gorgeous enloring of the ¢lowds, which collect to pay homage
to the selting sun, because they procluim the close of day; as
well may we lnment the brilliancy of the evening star, and the

silvery brightness of the crescent moon, just ascending into the
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heavens, because they declure the approach of night and her
shadowy train |

Mark the broad land glowing in a soft haze, every tree and
grove wearing its gorgeous autumnal drapery ; observe the vivid
freshiness of the evergreen verdure; note amid the gold and
erimson woods, the blue lake, devper in tint at this seusun than at
any other; see & more quiet vein of shading in the paler lawns and
pasturesy and the dark-brown earth of the freshly-plouglied ficlds ;
rise yowr eyves to the elowdless sky ubove, filled with saft and
pearly tints, and then say, what has gloom to de with such a pic-
ture 7 Tell us, rather, where else on earth =hall the human eve
behold caloring so magniticent and so varied, spread over a ficld
86 vast, within one noble view 2 In very truth, the glory of these
Just waning days of the season, proclims a grandeur of beneficence
which should rather make our poor hearts swell with gratitude at
oach return of the beautiful amtumn aceorded (o us,

Thursduy, 12th.—Rather coul 1his afternoon,  As we were
walking to and fro, about twilight, a bat came flickering across
our path several times. 1t wus quite a small one, and perhaps
inexpervienced in life, for most of his Kind have already disappenred
—we have not seen one for some weeks,  There are snid to he
five different kinds of bats in this State, and we have a gond share
here.  One evening in the month of Aumust, there were o loss
than five of these creatures in the house at the same time; afier
a prolonged fight, twe of them were routed ; the other three kept
possession of the ground all night.

Friday, 13th—Delightful day. Long walk in the woods,
Found & few asters and golden-rody, silver-rods, and everlastings,

scattered about, The flowers are becoming rare, and chary of
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thelr presence; siill, so long as the green grass grows, they lie
seattered about, one here, anothier there, it may be in the shady
wons, or it may be in the flower-border ; remindling one of those

precicis things which sweeten the field of life killdi_y fevlings,

holy thoughts, and just deeds—which may still be gleaned by
those who earnestly seek them, even in the latest days of the

great pilgrimage.

The woods are very beautiful; oa Mount the ground-
work of the forest was colored red by the many little whortleberry
bushes growing there—they are hrighter ithan usual.  Here and
there we found fresh berrics on them, and a white flower among
their red lenves,  Some of the wych-bazels have lost their foliage
entirely, the yellow blossoms banging on leafless branches,

A number of the trees, in low situations and along the shores of
the lake, are quite green still. The alders are all unchanged.
8o are the apple-trees, lilacs, syringas, the willows und aspens,
The poplars are beginning to fum yellowish on their lower
branches, their tops are still elear green.

Saturday 14th,—DPleasant day. Walked some distance along
the bank of the river, Gathered handsome berries of the cran-
berry-tree.  Fouud many vines aleng the bank in that direction ;
bitter-sweet, with its red berries; hairy  honeysuckle; green-
briars, with their dark-blue berries, busides muny Virginia creepers
and grape-vines. Observed several soft maples of a clear gold-
celor throughout, while others near them were bright crimson ;
they are not sc often variczated as the sugar maple. Saw a
handsome thorn-tree vivid red. Fhe large leaves of the moose-
wood are yellow. The mountain maple is pinkish red, Plums
and wild cherries reddish, A handsome dog-wood, nf the altemnate-

~
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leaved variety, deep lake; it was quite a tree.  The Viburnums
are generally well eolored at this season; the large leaves of the
hobble-bush especially are quite showy now, This is the American
“way-faring tree,” bul on several accounts it scarcely deserves
the name ; though pretty in its way, it is only a shrub, and in-
stead of giving pleasure to the wanderer, it is frequently an
obstacle in his path, for the long branches will somctimes Toot
themselves anew from the ends, thus making a tangled thicket
about them ; this habit, indeed, has given to the shrub the name
of “ hobble-bush,” The blackberry-bushes ure a deep brownish
red ; the wild raspberries purplish red,  Altogether, the shrubs
and bushes strike us a5 more vividly colored than usual,  Every
season hus some peculiarity of its own in this way, the trees and
bushes varying from year to year, which is an additional source of
interest in the autunmmal pageant. A particular maple, which for
years has turned a decp purple erimson, is now vellow, with a flush
of scirlel.  Ohserved several ashes yellow shaded with purple, the
two colors being very elvarly marked on the same tree,

Mondiry, 16th—Charming weather; bricht and warm, with
hazy Indian summer atmosphere. They are harvesting the Just
maize-fields ; some farmers “ top” the stalks, that is to say, cut
off the upper balf, and leave the lower ears several weeks longer
to ripen.  Gthers cut the whale crop at once, wathering the ewrs
first, then cutting the stalks and leaving them to stand in sheaves
about the ficlds for a few duys, The muize harvest is usually
several weeks golng on, ns some farmers are much earlier with the
task than others. The red buckwlwat sheaves are also left stand-
ing about some farms much longer than others ; they are seen in

many fields just now, in neizhborhood with the mnize-stalks,
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The birds are quite numerous still; many robins running about
the lawn, Guoats and gray flies, innumerable, are dancing in the
sunshine. Saw yellow buticrflies. Heard a few field-crickets
chirruping cheerfully.

Tuesday, 17th—In our walk this morning, cbserved a large
stone furm-house, with maples grouped about in 120st brilliant
color; a party of men were husking maize in the foreground ; a
group of cows grazing, in one direction, and a cart with a pile of
noble pumpkins lving in the other. It would Lave made a good
picture of an A merican auntumn scene, The coloring of the trees
was just what one eould wish for such a purpose, and the con-
trast with the stone house and gray barns wus all that could be
desired.

It is to be regretted that we have not more superior pictures of
autumnal scenes, for the subjects are so fine that they are worthy
of the greatest pencils. Tt is true, Mr. Cole, and some niliers of
our distinguished artists, have given us a few pictures of this kind ;
but in no instance, I believe, has a work of this nature been yvet
considered as a chef-d’euvre of the puinter. XNo doubt there
must be great difficulties, as well as great beauties, conneeted with
the subject, There is no precedent for such eoloring as nature
requires here among the works of old masters, and the American
artist must pecessarily become an innovator ; nuy, more, we are
all of us so much accustomed to think of a landscape only in its
spring or.summer aspeets, that when we see a puinting where the
trees are yellow and scarlet, and purple, instead of being wreen,
we have an unpleasant suspicion that the artist may he imposing
<n us in some of his details. This is one of those instances in

which it requires no little daring simply to copy nature  And
I5%
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then there are other dificultivs in the necessary studies ; three or
fuur weeks at the utmost are all that isallowed 1o the painter from
year to year; und from ene sutumn o another he may almost
persuade himself that he was deceived in this or that tint, pre.
served by his sketches. In short, to become a superior and
faithful painter of autumn in this country, must require a course
of study quite peculiar, and prolonged over half a lifetime.  Sull,
some lundseape Rubens or Titian may yet, perhiaps, arlse among
us, whose peneil shiall do full justice to this beautiful and peculiar
subject.

Independently of this higher branch of art, one wounld gladly
see the beauty of our autumnal foliage turned to account in many
other wavs; as yet it has searcely made an Impression upon the
ornumental and useful arts, for which it is admirably adupted.
What beautiful arabesques might be taken from our forests, when
in brilliant color, for frescoes or paper-hanugings ! What patlerns
for the dyer, and weaver, and printer; what modeds for the ard-
ficial-flower makers and embroiderers ; what designs for the richest
kind of earpeting ! Bufore long, those beautiful models whieh il
the land every autumn, must assaredly attract the attention they
deserve from manufacturers and mechanics; that they have not
alrendy done sa, is a striking prool of cur imitative habits in every-
thing of this kind, Tiad the woods about Lyons been filled with
American maples and crecpers, we mnay rest assured that the
shops in Broadway und Chestnut street would long since have
been filled with ribbons, and silks, and brocades, copied from
them.

Wednesday, 18th.—Rainy, mild, The woods, alas 1 are beyin-

ning to fade. Many trees are losing something of their vivid
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soloring, and others are rapidly droppiug their leaves. Deople
observe that the forest has not remained in full color as long as
usual this fall. The last twenty-four hours of rainy weather has
had a great effect. A week or two earlier, min will often height-
en the eoloring, but after the leaves begin to lose their Jife it
hastens their decay.

The larches are just touched with yellow; hitherto they have
been clear green, The willows and abele-trees are unchanged.
The shrubbery is getting quite gay, the rose-bushes turning scar-
let and yellow. The wild roses are generally vivid yellow. The
sweet-briars are already bare of leavex. ‘The snow-ball is pur-
plish ; seme of the lilacs ure more yellow than common, while oth-
ers are withering slowly, in green, as usual.  Some of the sear-
let honeysuckles show quite handsome branches, red, wnd yellow,
and purple, in the same large leaf.  Suw a wild gooscherry in
the woods, with leaves as brilliant as those of a maple.

A mumber of birds about the house; passengers on their way
south, or winter hirds coming in from the wonds, Snow.hirds, chie-
adees, crested titmice, and sparrows,  Also observed a eross-look-
ing butcher-bird sitting by himself; this is the bird which impales
grasshoppers And insects, fastening them upon the thorns and
twigs about the bushes; probably he does it from that sort of
instinet which makes the dog bury a bone, mul the squirrel lay
up nuts ; having eaten enough for the present, he puts this game
of his by for another oceasion.  We have never heard, however,
whether they return to feed upen these impaled insects.  The
habit has a cruel lock, certainly, and no wonder the bird is rather
out of favor. Mr. Wilson says the German farmers in Pennsyl-
varia call him Neuntadter, or Niackiller, beeause they helieve
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that he allows himself to impale nine grasshoppers dai]y;'thcy
ilso aceuse him of devouring their peas, or those honey-loving
inseets which live in hives, ealled dees by most of us,

Thursdey, 19th,~—The fulling leaves are still brightly colored,
strewing the paths and village side-walks m many places; one i3
often tempted to stoop by the brillianey of some of these fallen
leaves, it scems a pity to leave them to wither in their beauty,
Wihien dried they preserve their colors a long time, especinlly
when vamished ; of course they lose a degree of brilliancy, but
much less than the lowers,

The brooks and streams are often yayly strewn with the fallen
folinge ; the mill-dam at the Red Drook was sprinkied this afrer-
noon with hright leaves, red and yellow, like a guy fleet from
fairy-land.

Friduy, 20¢h.—Rain. Many trees in the village losing their
leaves very pereeptibly 5 those that are yet in leaf have faded de-
cidedly within the last thirty-six hours.  The woods are still in
color, however.  Larches turning yellow rapidly.  Willows un-
changed.  Evergreens in great beauty, The bare locusts brown
with pods, | Grass, bright green, well sprinkied with colored
leaves.

Robins and a few ather birds flitting about ; saw sparrows, and
several blue-hirds, with them.

Satrrduy, 215t.—Mild, light rain; gaats dancing in spite of the
rain-drops,  Gray brauches becoming more numerous every hour,
Woods generally fading, thouch some trees brilliant stil), red onks
and yellow birches; along the lake shore the trees are quite gay
yet. The poplars in the sillage are heginning to drap their leaves.
They first become bare below. while their upper branches are in
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full leaf, untike most other trees, which lose their foliage from
above, downward.

Monday, 23d.—Clear and cool. Light frast last night, the first
we have had for a fortnight.  Bright leaves here and there sail-
ing in the light noon-day air, looking like large butterflies ; some
of them, after being severed from the branch, will sail about a
minute or two before they touch the enrth.  But the woods are
growing dull.  Willows and abele-trees, with a few garden plants
and hedyes, are ali that is Ieft of green among the deciduous fo-
liage. ‘l'he apple-trees are losing their jeaves; they scldom have
much coloring, and often wither from green to russet without any
gay tiat at all.

Saw a few musquitoes in Lhe woods, We have very few of
these annoying insects in our neighborhood. In the village we
seidom see one; in the woods they sometimes attuck us.

* The summer birds are rapidly deserting the village; the last

few days have thinned their numbers very muck. We have not

seen one to-day.

Tuesday, 24th.—Mild rain. The chicadees are guthering nbout
the houses again; these birds are resident with us through the
year, but we seldom see them in summer; uatil the month of
June they are often met flutiering about the proves near at hand,
but from that time until the autumn is advancing, perhaps you
will oot see one.  'We have frequently watched for them in vain
during the warm weather, not only near the village, but in the
woods also, and we have never yet seen one at midsummer. This
morning there was a large flock in the grounds, fluttering about
among the hali-naked branches. One is pleased to see the merry
little creatures again,
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The snow-birdx are also resident in our hills through the year,
but unlike ihe chicndecs, they show themselves at all seasons.
You ean hardly go inte the woods witheut meeting them ; many
are seen running in and out aboutl the fenees, and they may al-
most be called village birds with us; at all scasons you may find
them about the gardens and lawns, and I have no doubt some of
them have nests in the villige, ‘The greater namber, however,
retire to the fields and hill-sides, At one moment this afternoon
there was 8 meeting in our own trees of two large flucks, chica-
decs and snow-birds ; they were all in fine spiiits at the approach
of winter, restless and chirping, flitting hither and thither with
rapid, eager movements.  Among the throng were two little birds
of another kind, much smaller in size, and of a pliin plumage ;
they were evidently strangers, possibly on their way southward ;
they perched on a high twig apart from the flock, and sat there
quietly together, side by side, as if weary; they remained on the
same branch more than a quarter of an hour, just turning their
little heads occasionally to lock with amazement at the flirting,
frolicksome chicadees.  They were about the size of wrens,
but were perched toe high for us to discover of what species they
ware.

Wednesday, 25th.—Pleasant.  Long drive.  Calm, sweet day.
Here and there dashes of warm coloting still in the woods, al-
though in other plices they are dull, and nearly bare. The ever-
greens of atl kinds are in triumph ; their verdure is brilliantly fresh
and vivid, in their untarnished summer growth, while all other
foliage is fading, and falling from the naked branches.  The
Lirches look prettily ; a fow doys sinee they were entirely greeﬁ,

but anw they are whally yellow. though in full leaf, which, from
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their evergreen form, mttracts the more attention. The abele-
trees look oddly, with their ﬂutteriﬁg leaves, silvery on one side,
and pold-color on the reverse,

A robin flew past us on the bighway ; how often one meets them
alone at this scason, as if they had been left behind by their
companions.

Tharsday, 26tk —Cloudy, but mild. Long drive by the Jake
ehore. Bky, water, and fields alike gy, Womls getting bare,
yot vivid touches of yellow lere and there, the orange of the
birch, or lighter yellow of the aspen, enhivening the decpening
grays. The village still looks leafy from the distance, chieliy from
its willows. We passed & group of fine native poplars, very lurge.
and quite green still; what is singular, a very lurge muple near
them was also in full leaf, and partially green, though very many
of its brethren are quite bure.  These trees stood near the luke
shore. The whole bunk between the road and the water was sl -
gay, with a fringe of underwood in color,  Many asters of the
commoen sarts were growing here, with zolden-rods also, and a
strawberey blite in erimson flower,  The asters, and golden-ruds,
and nabali, and hawk-worts, along this bank have been innumera-
ble through the season, und now that they are in seed, their
downy heads look prettily mingled with the plants still in blos-
som, and the bushes siill in leaf; the weather Ins been quiet, and
the ripening blossoms, undisturbed by the wind, preserve the form
of their delicate hends perfectly, some tawny, some gay, some
silvery white, powdered flowers, as it were, like the powdered
beauties of by-gone fashions, The pyramid golden-rod is reully
very pleasing in this airy. gossumer state. A laree portion of our

later flowers seem to ripen theiy seed in this mamer.  The gos-
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samer of the willow-lerb and that of the siik-wort are perhaps
the most beautiful kinds, so purely white, but the down lies con-
cealed within the pods, and as soon as these are opened the seeds
escape, flying off on their beautiful silvery plumes, The down
of the asters and golden-rods, however, remains & long time on
the plants; and so does that of the fire-weed, which i very
white,

What ugly things are the shrivelled thistles at this season! they
lonk utterly worthless, more like the refuse of a past vear thun
plants of this summer’s growth; and yet there is life in their
withered stalks, for here and there o purple blossum s trying to
tlower among the ragred branches,

A vory large flock of wild ducks, flving northward over the
lake, alizhted on the waler within half & mile of us; there musl
have been a hundred of them, if pol more. We seldom see so
many together in our waters. «

Friduy, 27th—At ewrly dawn this merning, just as the sky
was becoming flushed with sun-rise colors, we saw a large flock
of wild geese fiying steadily to the southward.  They moved in a
r{'gul:lr \\'cdge-shnpﬁd phalanx, as usuad, with their luder a linle
in advance.  Perhaps they bad pussed the night in our lake;
they arc frequently scen here, though rarely shot by our « gan-
ners.”  They seem often to travel by daylight.  The ducks are
said to migrate penerally at night, especially the Mallard or com-
mon wild duck. It was a beautiful sicht to see the flock, this
morning ; it reminded ene of Mr, Bryant’s noble « Water-fowl,”
simply, however, becnuse one never sces the wild fow!] travelling
through the air, spring or autumn, without thinking of those fine

verses. In the present case it was morning. and u whale flock



MIGRATION OF BIRDS. 353

were in movement ; Mr. Bryant suw his bird in the evening, and
it was alone, still the lines would recur to one:

AW hither, "midst falliog Jow,
Whils glow the hearons with the Inst steps of day,
Far through their rosy depths, dost $hou pnrsue
Thy =olitary way.”

A flock of migratory birds cun never fail, indeed, to be a beas-
tifut and striking sight. The proud ships erossing the vast ocean,
with man at the helm, are not a more Impressive spectaele than

these lesser creatures travelling through

# The desert and illimitohle air—

Lone, wandering, bat not lost.*

Doubtless the flocks which now puss over the valley are nas
nothing compared with the threngs that went and came when the
red man hunted here; still, we néver fuil to see them spring and
fall. Many are the different varieties which come and go, and
various are their habits of travelling. Some fly by day, others at
night; some are silent, others utter loud and peculiar cries ; these
move in a regular phalanx, these in a careless crowd ; some have
leaders, others need none; these move vapidly, and divectly to-
ward their goal, others linger weeks on the way.  Some travel in
flocks, others in pairs; with these the males fly first, with those
all move tegether; some follow the coast, others take an inkind
course, :

And how much pleasure the birds give and receive by their
migrations ! This singular instinct implanted in the breast of the
fowls of the air, is indeed a very touching instance of the tender-

ness of Providence, who not only bestows what is necessary on
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His ereatures, but adds to the cup of life so many innacent pleas-
ures, Some birds are stationary, and, doubtiess, it would hare
been easy 10 have ordered that all should be so; but now we
find that many of the most beautiful and pleasing of the raco
pass and repass annually ever a broad expanse of the earth, giv-
ing and receiving enjoyment as they move onward.  Many of
those which are the most cheering and delightful spread them
selves over hall the curth: among these are the delicate wrens
and humming-birds, the gay swallows, those noble singers, the
thrushes; while the larger and more dungercus bieds of prey
are few in numbers, and chiefly confined to particular regions.
No doubt the change of food, of air, of climate, is a source of en-
joyment to the birds; nay, the very effrt of the journey itseif
is probubly accompanied with that gratification which is usually
comiceted with the healthful, natwral exercise of the higher pow-
ers of every living being.  And*how much delight do they afford
munkind!  Their first appearance, with the hopeful hours of
spring 5 their voices, their pleasing forms, their eheerful move.
ments, nay, their very departure in autumn, all bitng to our hearts
some plensures, and thoughts, and feelings, which we should not
know without them,  Wanderers though they be, yet the hirds of
one’s native ground are a part of home to us,

Perhaps the birds generally follow the saree course, year after
vear, in their annual journeyings.  There are facts which lead one
to believe so. It is already proved that the same individunls, of
various tribes, will return 1o the same groves for many suceessive
geasons.  I{ has also been observed that certain birds are seen to
the north and sauth of a particular region every year; but within

certain limits they are never met with.  Like the house-wren, for
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instanee, which avoids Louisiapa, and yet Jisses farther to the
svuthward every autum= _ tber cases 6t the same kind might be
named. A well-ualhenticated story is also told by Mr. Wilsan
of a wild goose which had been tamed on Long Island, but the
fallowing spring flew away to join o passing flock on its way to
the northward, The suceeeding autumn, as the farmer was stand-
ing in his barn-yard, he observed a flock of wild geese on the
wing; one of these left the flock and uhyhted near him, proving
to be his old pet. Now, the party which the goose joined was
probubly the same as that with which she returned, and here
they were passing directly over the same furm, going and coming,

The flocks that pass over our own little luke note it, perhaps,
as the Iast in the long line of inlund waters, the thousand lakes
of all sizes passed on their way from the arctic seas.  There is no
shect of fresh water of any size to the southward and eastward of
our own, Possibly, the celebrated canvas-bucks pass us every
year on their way to the Chesapeake, for the mouth of our own
river is favorite ground with those celebrated birds,  Very few of
the canvas-backs remain in this State; only a very small num-
ber are seen oceusionally in the Hudson.

Saturdey, 28th.—The woods are fading fusk, losing their leaves
rapidly. Here and there, however, we yet see & birch or aspen,
perhaps on the lake shore, perhaps on the mountain-side, still
" vividly yellow. Seen thus amid the dull and dreary woods, they
Jook like forgotten torches, burning among the wrecks of past
revels.

Monday, 30th,— Mild, gray day; air soft and spring-like,
Taward evening walked to the gl =, along the Green Bronk.  Met,
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a solitary robin. T Jducks of summer birds have now entirely
disappeared; only a few amerlers awe geen, shy and solitary, as
though they had been forgotten.  We fl'cqu'f‘m}_\‘ throw out seeds
ond crumbs for the birds at this season 5 but it is seldom, indeed,
one has the pleasure of secing the little crestures eat them. As
long as there are berries on the vines and bushes, and seeds on
the flowers and weeds, they prefer to formgre for themselves.
They often alight near the birds-seed and bread thrown on the
gravel, without tonching a crumb; and the provision thrawa out
for them will lie unhiceded wntil the snow falls upon it.  Having
made up their minds to leave us, they are not to be conxed into
staving by any frtendly attentions, erhaps our robin, in par-
ticular, may be more shy than that of Europe.  We hear of the
European red-breast beinyg frequently fed upon erumbs about
farm-houses in cold weather, Christiung, in the Pilgrim's Prog-
ress, thought thoy lived entirely on such food: “Then, as they
were coming in from abrond, they espied a robin with a great
spider i kis mouth: so the Interpreter said, *Look here!” 8o
they luoked, and Merey wondered ; but Christiuna said, * What a
disparagement it is to such a Bttle pretty bird as the robin red-
breastis ! he being alse a bird above many, that loveth to maintan
kind of sociableness with men. | had thought they had lived
upon crumbs of bread, or upon other such harmless matter. T
like im worse than 1 did.” ™

We have no right to complain, however, if robin prefers spiders
to bread, since we in our turn are cupable of making a very good
meal of robin himself ; and so, after abusing him for neglecting

the ¢rumbs, we give a pretty anecdote, much to his credit ; it ia
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found in the “ Gleanings” of Mr. Jesse, occurred in England, and
s vouched for by Mr. Jesse himscll. A gentvman had directed
a wipron to be packed with hampers and boxes, inlending to
send it some distance; its departure was delayed, however, and
it was placed under a shed, pucked as it was,  While there, says
Mr. Jesse, “a pair of robins built their nest among some straw
tn the wapon, and had hatehed their youny just before it was sent
awity, Ore of the old birds, instead of being frigltened away
by the motion of the wagon, only left its nust from time to time,
for the purpose of flying to the nearest hedue for food, for its
young; and thus alternately affording warmth and nourishment
to them, it arrived at Worthing,  The affection of this bird hav-
ing been observed by the wayoner, he tovk eare, in unloading, not
to disturb the robin's nest; und my readers wili, 1 am sure, be
glad to hear that the robin and its young ones returned in safety
to Walton Heath, being the place from whwenee they had set out.
Whetlier it was the male or the female robin which kept with the
wagon, | have not been able to ascertain, but most probably the
tatter, s what will not a mother's love and u mother's tenderness
induce her to perform?  “The distance the wagon went i going
and returning could not have been less than one hundred miles.”

Tuesduy, 31st,—About a mile from the village, there runs a
little stream whose waters are dzu-ker in color thar others in the
neighborhood, and called, on that account, the Red Brook—the
first humble tributary of a river which may boast many & broad
and flowing branch, ere it reaches the occan. [t comes toward
the highway through « narrow ravine thickly shuded by forest-
trees, and then passing beneath a bridyge, winds through open

meadows until it joins the river. This little stremm turns & saw-
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mill on one side of the highway, and or the other fills the vats of
8 tannery ; several roads draw loward the point from ditferent di-
rections, and a little hamlet is springing up here, which has been
chusen as the site of a school-house.

The building itself, standing within bow-shot of the suw-mill, is
of stone, and one of the best in th = neighborhood,  The situation
is good, and the spot might easily bave been made very plessant
by merely leaving a few seattered trees here and therve; but toey
have been all swept away to feed the saw-mill, and the bunks of
the ravine, beantifuily shaded eniy a short time since, are pow be-
coming cvery day more bare. A spring of water, where the chil-
dren fill their pitchers, falls with a pleasant trickling sound into a
rude trough hard by; a single tree, with @ bench in the shady,
would have given a friendly, rural look to the spot, but neither
shade nor seat s there,  Even n tuft of voung hemlocks, which
stood on the bank near the spring, have been reeently cut down.

The smaller towns and villiges of this country have generally
a pleasing character, a cheerful, flourishing aspeet, with their trecs,
their gardens, and weat door-yards, which give them an advia-
tage aver the more close and conlined villages of the O1d World.
But with the hamlet, the mere cluster of a dozen buildings, the
case is different.  The Buropenn hamlet is often a very pictur-
esque spot, for it frequently happens that the enttages have grown
up about some half-ruined towcr, or ancient bridge, or old well,
or a quaint-looking mill, or perhups some old religious stone,
With us the central puing of 8 hamlet can seldom buast of more
attractions than a smithy, or 4 sl store and post-office, or a
nsked school-house, while the spint which takes pleasure in local

public improvement, seems to lie dormant uniil aroused by the
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ambition of becoming a greater “settlement ;” it is oaly then that
trees which a few years before were all blindly cut away, are
now carefully replaced by regular plantations, and the penernd
aspect of things is brought under consideration,  Dul the hamlet
at the Red Brouk has nut vet reached this point of progress. Many
trees have been cut down, searce onc sct out.  There is not even
8 classic birch within shading distance of the school-house; one
looks in vain for the

¥ —— Dirchen tree

Which learning near lier little dume did stowe,”

The “birchen twig,” that whilome seeptre of power in the hial
of dame or master, is, however, no lenger an essentin) purt of the
school-louse furniture; like Solomon’s rod, it Las well nigh be-
comee a mere tradition.  The red-cherry ruler s o modern times
the ensign of office.

Many, indeed, are the changes that have taken place, without
and within the school-house walls, since the days of Slirnstune
and the dame who taught him bis A B C, a hundred years ago.
1t is no longer a “matron old whem we school-mistress name,"
who is found presiding there; and all that part of the deseription

which refers to her, has become quite obsolete

« Albeit ne Aottery did eorenpt her trath,
Ne pompous title died denadel her gar,
Craaly —gomd-winnan—gusdp—n"nunt, forsoul't,

O dume, the soly adilitiony <he did henr.”!

Aun elderly person acting us master or mistress of & cominon
schoal, is an unheard of circumstance throughout the country ; it
may be doubted if such an individual could be found between the
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Bt. Croix and the Colurado. It is even rare to meet ene whe Las
decidedly reached the years of middle life ; while nothing is more
common than to see very vouny persons in this post of authority,
In most situations, & young cottnlennace is a pleasant sight ; bat
perhaps there is searecly anvther position in which it appears to
so little advantiage, as sole ruler in the school-house. Young

o

pecple make excellent assistants, very good subuordinates in a large
estublishment, but it is to be regretied that our common schools
should so often he under their government, subject only to a su-
pervision, which is frequently quile nominal.  They may know as
much of books as their elders, but it is impossible they shounld
know as much of themselves und of the children; where siher
points are equal, they cunnot have the same eip('i'icnce, the shme
practical wisdom. Ilitherto, among us, teaching in the publie
schools lms not been looked upon as a voeation for life; it has
been almost always taken up as a job fur n year or twe, or even
for a single seasen; the aim and ambition of thase who resort to
it, too often e bevond the sehool-bouse walls.  The young mun
of eighteen or twenty means to po into business, or to buy a farm,
or ta acyuire a profession; he means anyihing, in short, but to
remain a diligent, faithiul, persevering schoolmaster for any length
of time. The youny girl of seventeen or eighteen intends, per-
haps, to learn  trade next year, or to go inte & factory, or to pro-
cure an outfit for her wedding ; never, indeed, does the possibility
of teaching after she shall have reached the years of caps and
gray huirs occur to her even in a nightmare.  And vet nothing
can be move certain than that those young people have undertaken
duties the most important man or woman can discharge; and if

they persevere in the eccupation, with a conscientious regard to

PR
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its obligations, they will be far better qualified for the same situa-
tion twenty years hence, than they are to-day,

The metamorphosis of

“I hooke of stature small,

Which, with pellucid horn secured, are ¥

into Dictionaries, and volumes on Science, is quite as suriking as the
change from old to young, in the instructors. The very nime of
a horn-bock is never heard to-day, nod perhups there are not half v
& dozen persons in an Ameriean country schoul district who know
its meaning. In this respect, our ehildren of the present day have
greatly the advantage over their predecessors; few thinge are
cheaper and more common now than hovks,  Possibly fingers are
also more clean, and do not necd the sheath of horn to protect
the paper; though, upon eonsideration, it seems by no means cer-
tain that the hands of modern hittle folk arve su mueh better washed
than those of their grand- parents, since it will be remembered that
the dame’s little troop for  unkempt hair,” were “sorely shent,”
and where the hair was required to be nicely combed, it is but nat-
ural to suppose thut faces and hands were well washed.

The flock that came tripping out of the Red Brook schovl-house
this afternoon was composed of boys and girls, varying in sycs
and sizes from the little chubby thing, half boy, half baby, to the .
elder sister, just beginning to put on the firsi nirs of wnmnnhuod.‘
Different codes of manners are found to prevail in different school-
houses about the country: sometimes, when the children are at
play before the door, or trudging on their way to or from home,
the little girls will curtsey, and the boys bow 1o the passing siran-

ger, showing that they have been taught to male tleir manners;
1&
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but—alas, that it should be so—there are other unruly flocks
where the boys, ay, and even the girls, too, have been known to
unite in hooting and making faces at the truveller, a disgruce to
themsclves and to their instructors.  But the children at the Red
Brook behaved very properly, albeit they were not so polished as
to bow and curtsey, They told their names, showed their books,
and [;oinl.nd cnt their different roads home in & civil, pretty
way. Indeed, those instances of unmanmerly eonduct allwded to
above did not oceur in the same neighborhood, but were observed
at some little distance from this valley,

The appearance of most of the little people was credituble ;
they looked cleandy and simple.  Many of the ehildren weve bare-
footed, ns usual in warm weather,—almost all the bovs, and a
number of the givls.  In winter they are all provided with shoes
and stockings, Here and there amone the givls there was some
show of tawdry finery : ribbons that were no longer elean, ylass
jewcls, and eopper rings; and eme of the older girls had a «lk
hat, which looked both het and lheavy, beside her companions”
nice sun-bonnets; it was timmed inside and out with <habby ar-
tificinl flowers.  But then, as an olfsct to these, there were several
among the hitle ];eople whose clothes, well washed and roned,
showed a pateh here and there. Now there is nothing in the
world which earries a mare respectable look with it, than 4 ¢lean
coat or frock which has been nicely patched ; when, wnited witl
cleanliness, the pateh tells of more than one virtue in the wearer:
it shows prudence, simplicity, and good sense, and industry ; it
shaows that he or she is not ashamed of honest poverty, and doees
not seek to pamde under false colors. There are twe situations

in which patched clothing excite an especial feeling of interest and



THE SCHOOL-HOUSE. 363
respect for the wearer; and these are, in church and at school.
At a time when a gay dress is thought as necessary at church as
in a ball-room, when consthnt excuses are made by women who
have not much moncy to spare, mothers and daughters, that
they cannot go to church _fb(‘causc they have no “anew hat,” no

“new dress,” when husbands and sons require new beavers and
new broadcloth for the same purpose, it is honomble to that inan
or woman to whom Providence has appointed the trial of poverty,
that a patehed coat or :‘.; faded gown dues not keep them from
going to the house of Ged.  And when one sees a family of chibi-
dren going to school in clean and well-mended clothing, it tells a
great deal in favor of their mother; one might vouch that those
children learn some valuable lessons at home, whatever they may
be taught at school.

One can never look with entive indifierence upon a flock of ehil-
dren; those carcless little ones have a elaim upon us all, which
makes itself felt as we listen to their prattle and watel their busy,
idle games.  As much variety of churacter and eountenince may
be found among them, as exists in their elders, while the picture
is so much the more pleasing, ns the Lues are always softened by
something of the freshness of childiiood.  This sweet-faced little
girl, that bright-cyed boy, this laughing, merry young regue,
yonder timid, gentle child, this playful, kitten-like creature, that
frank and manly lad, will each in tarn attract attention; ay, even
the dull, the cold, the passionate, the sullen, are not forgotten ;
so long as they show childish faces, we look at them with an espe-
cial interest, made up of hope as well as fear,  Ench has its eluim,
It will often happen that the most intelligent countenance is con-
nected with ill-formed featur s, that the best expression of kindly



354 KU isL HolUl=

fecling, or generous spirit, heams over the homely face,  Aod
then we know but too well, with the futal knowledge of datly ex-
pericnce, that yonder bright-eyed boy, by abusing the talent en-
trusted to him, may fall with the evil-deers. We Lknow that
yonder cherub-faced girl may sink to the lowest degradation of
corruption, unless she Jearn betimes to cherish womanly modesty,
and fear of sin.  And, thanks be to God, we know also, that
the ¢old heart may learn to feel, the sullen temper may clear, the
passionate may become cool, the wavering firm, by humbly taking
to heart the lessons of wisdom, and earnestly, ceaselessly, seeking
a blessing from their Maker and Redvemer.

Some persons, in walching & party of children, have pleased
themselves by drawing an imaginary horoscope for each of the
group ; adding a score or two of years to cach young life, they
parcel out honors, and wealth, and fame, and leaming to some;
care, and trouble, und disappointment to others ; to these they
give distinetion, to thuse obscurity ; appoiuting the different lots,
perhaps, with as much judgment und impartislity as the world
will show in hestowing them at w later day,  But T <hould care
little to know which of those lads will count the highest number
of thousands, 1 should not ask which will boast the readiest
tongue, the sharpest wit, which will acquire the most learning, or
which will fill the lighest place, There is another guestion to
be answered ; B question of deeper import to the individual him-
self, and to his fellow-creatures,  True, it does not involve either
wealth, or honors, or fume; but it is much more closcly connected
than either of these with individual happiness, and with the well-
being of society. I would ask, rather, which of those bovs now
making trial of the powers with which their Maker has endowed
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them, will employ thoze powers, both of body and mind, ta
the best, the most just, the most worthy purposes 2 That boy,
though his talents may be few, his lot buwble, will do more for
himaclf, more for the reil good of others, than either of his com-
panions ; his will be the healthful, quiet conscienee, bis that con-
tentment which “is great gnin 7 his will be the example must
needed in the day and society to which he belongs.  The precise
amount of abilities is a point of far leas importance than the enls
to which those abilitics are devoted ; wealth s daily won by evil
means, honors are daily purehused at a yile price, and fume is
hourly trumpeting falsehoods through this world; but neither
wealth, nor honors, nor fame ean ever hrlng true health, and
peace, and contentment to the heart, e who endeavors faith-
fully and humbly to use his faculties for truly good ends, by
plainly goold means, that man alone mukes a fiting use of the
great gift of life; however narrow his sphere, however humble his
lot, that man will taste the hetter blessings of this world, the best
hopes for the world toward which we are alt moving.  That man,
that lad, commands our unfeigned respeet and admiration, what-
ever be his position in life.

Te a lovker-on—and one very sincerely interested in the sub-
ject—there appewrs a ehief error I Ameriean edueation under
most of its forms, the neglect of systematic training in eliildhond and
youth. There are two great principles whiclt make up the spirit
of all education—imputse,if we may apply the word in this sense,
and restraint.  These are not equally attended to among us,
though both are clearly essential to the good of the individual,
and of society.  There is no want of intellectual activity in our

syster ; there is no fear that the children in the district school-
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house will be cramped by contining their energies within toe nar-
row a field, ne fear that thar faculties will remain dull and be-
numbed for the want of impulse.  Everything lies open before
then ; and motives for action are ceaselessly urged upon them by
the most animating, pay, even exciting langzuage, 1t is the oppo-
site principle of restraint which scems to receive less considemtion
than it deserves. Tt is not wholly neglected, God in merey forbid
that it ever should be ; but does it meet with that full, sericas at-
tention which is needed 7 Is it not too often rendered subservient
to the former principle of impulse, and setivity 2 And yet, letit
be remembered that it is this prineiple of restraint whieli is more
especially-the morul point in edoeation; where it fuils, discipline
and self-denial are wanting, with all the strength they give to in-
tegrity, and honor, and true self-respect, with all the decencies of
good manners which they infuse into our daily habits. That must
ever be the soundest education in which the proportions be-
tween the different parts are most justly pre<erved.

Let it be remembered, also, that the more knowledae is inereas-
ed, so much the more Linding becomes the oblication to keep up
the just proportions between moral and intellectual Instruction,
We have thrown aside the primer and horn-bouk, et us hear in
mind that every new science introduced into the school-roum
brings with it an additional weight of moral responsibility.  And
instead of the amount of intellectunl culture bestowed being an
excuse for the negleet of religious and moral instruetion, this very
amount becomes in itsel{ an imperative demand for more earnest,
energetie, hearty effurts on those vital points.  In a Christian
community assuming their education, the children have a clear

right to plain, sound, earnest lessons of piety, truth, honesty,

— —m—
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justice, and self-diseipline. . Negleet of these points becomes
treachery to them, treachery to our God,  And without these,
though complets in every other point, what is the education of an
individual ?  However showy in other respeets, withont these
what is the eduention of a nation ?

November, Wednesduy, 1st.—Decided frost Just night ; yet very
mild this moming, Bright, cloudless day. Long walk en the
hills, The woods are getting bare; evén the willows and abele-
trees are thinning. The larches are deep orange; their éverpgreen
forms look oddly in this bright color.

The lake ultramarine blue.  Saw several butterflics and parties
of gnats. A {ull flock of snow-birds were feeding befure a cot-
tage door; and amony them was a large, handsome fox-colored
sparrow, one of the handsomest birds of its tribe, 1t scemed quite
at ease among the snow-birds. '

Phursday, 2d.—Very pleasant.  Delightful walk in the woods.
Some of the forest-trees are budding again.  Found pipsissiwa
and a ground-laure], with their flowers in bud : the first plant blooms
regularly about Christmas in some parts uf the country, but 1 have
never heard of its flowering here in winter. Gathered 2 pretey bunch
of bead-ruby ; the transparent berries quite perfect, und the cluster
uousually Jurge. The mosses in flower in some spots; e hand-
some Hypnum gplendens, with its red stems, and sowe of the other
feather mosses, Hypnum crista-castrensis, dc., de. Ferns, sheliered
by woods, in fine preservation. The carth thickly strewed with
fallen leaves, completely covering the track, and in many places
burying the lesser plants—a broad, unbroken carpeting of russet,
This was especially the case where chestnut-trees were numerous,
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for the fullxge seems to fall in fuller showers in such spots,  The
beeeh-trees are dotted with nuts.  The wych-huzel has opened its
husks, and the yellow flowers are dropping with the ripe nuts
from the branches. Acorns and cliestnuts are plentifully scut-
tered beneath the trees which bore them, How much fruit of this
sart, the natural fruit of the carth—nuts and berrics—is wasted
every year; or, rather, how bountiful is the supply provided for
the living ereatures who need such food !

Friday, 3d.—Very pleasant morning ; the sun shining with a
mild glow, and & warm air from the south plaving over the fad-
ing vallex. Long walk to & neighboring hamlet, ‘

The farmers are busy with their luter autumn tasks, elozing the
work of the present year; while, at the same time, they are al-
ready looking forward to another summer.,  There is something
pleasing in these mingled labors beneath the waning sun of
Nevember, It is autumn grown old, and lingering in the fieid
with a kindly smile, while they.are making ready for the yvoung
spring to come,  Here a farmer was patching up barns and sheds
to shirld his flocks and stores against the winter storms.  There
ploughmen were guiding their teams over a broad field, turning up
the sad for fresh seed, while ather Jaborers were putting up new
fenees about a meadow which must lie for months beneath the
snow, ere the youny grass will need to be protected in its growth.
Several wagons passed us loaded with pumpking, and apples, and
potataes, the last erops of the farm on the way from one granary
1o another. Thus the gond man, in the Iate autumn of life, gathers
cheerfully the gifts which Providence bestows for that day, de-

spising no fruit of the season; however simple or homely, be re-

.
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ceives each with thankfulness, while, looking forward beyvond the
coming snows, lie sees another spring, and prepares with trustful
hope for that brighter season.

Haulf an hour’s wulk upon a familiar track brought us to a gate
opening inte an old by-road which leads over the hills to the little
village where we were bound ; it was formerly the highway, but
a more level track has been epened, and this is now abandoned,
or only used as a foot-path.  These lanes ace charming places for
8 walk; there are cross-roads enough about the country in every
direction, but they are' all pretty well travelled, and itis a pleasant
varicty, once in a while, to follow a silent by-way lke this, which
is never dusty, and alwavs quict. It earried us first overa rough,
open hill-side, used s a sheep-pasture; a large flock were nib-
bling upen the scraps of the summer’s gruss among the withered
mulleins ; we went quirtly on our way, but as usual, our approach
threw the simple creatures into a panie, disturbing their neon-day
meal,

Having reached the brow of a hill, we turned to enjoy the view;
the gray meadows of the valley luy at our feet, and cattle wers
feeding in many of them, At this season the tlocks and herds
become a more distinct feature of the landscape than during the
leafy luxuriance of summer; the thickets and groves ne longer
conceal them, and they turn from the sheltered spots to seek the
sunshine of the open fields, where thuir forms rise in full and
warm relief upon the fuding herbage, The trees have nearly lost
their leaves, now scattered’in russet showers, about their roots,
while the branchies are drawn in shadowy lines by the autumn
sun upon the bleached grass and withering foliage with which it
is strewn. The woods are not absolutely bare. however, there are

I+t
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yet patches in the forest where the warm colormg of October has
darkened into o reddish brown; and here and there o tree still
throws a fuller shadow than belongs to winter.  The waters of
the river were glenming through the bare thickets on its banks, and
the pretty pool, on the next farm, lovked like a clear, dark agale,
dropped amid the gray fields. A colunm of smoke, rising slowly
from the oppesite hill, told of a wood which bad fallen, of trees
which had scen their last summer.  The dun stubble of the old
grain-ficlds, and the darker soil of the newly-plonghed lands, varied
the grave November tints, while here and there in their midst lay
a lawn of young wheat, sending up its green blades, soft and
fresh as though there were no winter in the year, growing more
clear and life-like as all else becomes move dreary—a ray of hope
on the pile brow of resignation,

So culm and full of repose was the seene, that we turned from
it unwillingly, and with as much rearet ns thouch it were stifl
gay with the beauty of summer.

Just bevond the hrow of the hilk the road enters a wood ; here
the path waus thickly strewn with fullen Jeaves, still crisp and
fresh, rmlling al every slep as we maved among them, while en
cither side the trees threw out their branches in bare lines of gray,
Ol chestuuts, with blunt and rough natehes ¢dms; with graceful
waving spray ; vigorous maples, with the healthful, upright wrowth
of their tribe; the glossy beech, with friendly nrms stretelied out,
as i to greet its nelghbors, and among them all, conspicuous us
ever, stond the delicate biveh, with igs alibaster-like bark, and
branches of a porphyry eolor, so strangely different from the
parent stem.  Every year, as the folinge falls, and the trees re-

appear in their wintry form, the eye wondors a while at the change,
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just as we look twice ere we make sure of our acquaintance in
the streets, when they vary their wardrobe with the season,

The very last flowers are withering.  The beautiful fern of the
summer lies in rusty patches on the open hill-side, though within the
woods it is still fresh and green. We found only here and there
a solitary aster, its head drooping, and discelored, showing but
little of the grace of & flower. Even the hardy little balls of the
everlasting, or mocnshine, as the country people eall it, wre get.
ting blighted and shapeless, while the haws on the thorn-bushes,
the hips of the wild rose and sweet-briar, are already shrunkea
and faded. It is singular, but the nattve flowers seem to wither
earlier thun those of the garden, many of which belong to warmer
climates, It is not uncommon to find German asters, flos adonis,
heart’s-ease, and a few sprigs of the monthly honeysuckle, hers
and there, in the garden even later than this; some scasons we
kave gathered quite n pretiy bunch of these fowers in the fist
week of December. At that time nothing like a hlossom is to be
found in the forest.

There once stood a singular tres in the wood threugh which we
were passing. Wonders are told of its growth, for it 1s now some
years since it disappeared, and its existence is heecominy a tradition
of the valley, Some lovers of the marvellous have declured that
upon the trunk of a hemlock rose the head of a pine; while others
assert that it was two trees, whose trunks were so elosely joined
from the roots that there uppeared but one stem, although the
two different tops were distinetly divided ; others, aguin, living
near, fell us that it was only a whimsical hemiock.  In short,
there are already as many different variations in the story as

are needed to make up a marvellous tale, while al} agree at
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least that a remurkable tree stood for vears after the settlement
of the country on this hill, so tall and se conspicuous in its posi-
tion as fo bhe seen at some distance, and well known to all who
passed along the road.  Its fate deserves to be remembered more
than its peeuliarity. On inquiring what had become of it, we
learned the history of its fall. It was not blasted by lightning—
it was not laid low by the storm—it was not felled by the axe,
One pleasant summer’s night, a party of men from another valley
came with pick and spade and laid bare its roofs, digying for
buried treisure. They threw out so much earth, that the next
winter the tree dicd, and soon after fell to the pround. Who
would have thought that this old crazy faney of digging about
remarkable trees for hidden treasure should still exist in this
school-going, lecture-hearing, newspaper-reading, speech-making
community ?

“ But it was probably some ignorant negro,” was observed on
hearing the story,

“Not at all. They were white men”

“ Poor stupid bours from Europe, perhaps—"

* Americans, born and bred.  Therough Yankees, moreover,
originally from Massachusetts”

“But by whom did they suppose the money to have been
buried ? They must have known that this part of the country
was not peopled until after the Revolution, and consequently no
fear of Cow-Boys or Skinners could have penetrated into this wil-
derness. Did they suppose the Indians had gold and silver coin
to conceal 7"

“No. They were digging for Captain Kidd’s money.”
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“Captain Kidd ! In these {orests, hundreds of miles from the
coast I

Incredible as the folly may seem, such, it appears, was the
notion of these men. According to the computation of the
money-diggers, Captain Kidd must hiave been the most successful
pirate that ever turned thief on the bhirh seus, and have buried
as many treasures as Criesus displayed. It has been quite com-
mon for people to dig for the pirate’s treasure along the shores of
Long Island, and upon the coast to the northwird and southward ;
but one would never have expected the trees of these inland
woods to be uprooted for the same purpose.  But men will seck
for gold everywhere, amd in any way.

This is the third instance of the kind accidentally come to vur
knowledge. The scene of one was in the heart of the eity of
New York, and the attraction a singular teee, ‘growing in the
yard of a house in Broadway, whose occupant wus repeatedly
disturbed by applications to dig at its roots, The other two
cases occurred among these hills; and on one of these nceasions
the search was declared to be commenced at the instigation of n
professed witeh, living in 2 neighboring village, and  regularly
armed with a twig of wyeh-luzel!

But there is more superstition left among us than is com-
monly supposed. There are stili signs and savings current among
the farmers, about the weather and the erops, which they by no
-means entirely discredit; and there are omens still repeated by
nurses and gossips, and young girls, about deuth-beds, and cra-
dles, and dreams, and wedding-days, which are not yet so
powerless but that they make some timid beart beat with hope or
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fear, most days that pass over us. Most of these are cornected
with rural life, and have doubtless come from the other side of the
occan ; one of the pleasantest, however, may possibly be traced
back to the Indinns—the humming-bird and its love-message,

In pussing through the woods, we looked about for the ruins
of the old tree, but nune of our party knew exactly where it had
stood. We had soun crossed the lill, and Oukdale, with its tittle
hamlet, opencd before us,  Its broud shallow stream turns several
mills, one of them & paper-mill, where mgs from over the ocecan
are turned into sheots for Yankee newspapers,  One of the few
sycamores in the neighborhood stands by the bridge.

Suturday, 4th—Cloudy, and toward evening rainy; 1 fear our
pleasunt weather is over.

Monduy, 6th—Mild.  Heavy rain all night, and mining still
this morning.  About 10 o'clock some flikes of snow mingled
with the rain—then sleet—then, rather to our surprise, a regulae
fall of snow, continuing until afterneon. The whole country white
with it, to the depthof aninch or two.  Yet the air is mild to-day,
Thus it is: the leaves have hardly fallen belore winter advanees ;
shreds of colored folinge are still hanging on some trees and shrubs.
The Little weeping-\\.‘rllm\' is 1 full leaf, h('uding under the snow.,

Fuesiduy, Tth.—Eleetion duy.  The flags ure flving in the snow,
which still falls in showers, with intervals of sunshine,  The eloe-
tion goes on very quictly in the village; four years ago there was
rather more movement, and eight years sinee, there was a very
great fuss with hard cider, log-cabins, and election songs to all
tunes.  This afternoon there are scarcely mare people i the
streets than usual, and very little bustle,

The shrabbery beneath the windows was enlivened to-day by



GOLDEN-CRESTED KINGLETS. 375
a large flock of very pretty Lttle birds, the golden-crested king-
lets, with greenish-yellow und brown bodies, a brilliant earroine
spot on the head, encircled with a golden border, and then a
black one, They are very small, decidedly less than the common
wren, and only a size or two larger than the humming-bird, In
this State they are rare birds.  They are hardy little creatures,
raising their young in the extreme northern parts of the continent,
and are chiefly seen herc as birds of pussaye, though remaining
through the winter in Pennsylvania.  They are indeed great trav-
ellers, frequenting the West Indies during the winter months. 1t
is the first time we have ever observed them here, although their
kinsmen, the ruby-crowned kinglels, are very common with us, es-
pecially in the spring months, when they linger Jate amoung our
maple-blossoms.  The flock about the house to-duy was quite
Jurge, and they showed themselves several times in the course of
the morning, flickering about the lilne and syringa bushes, and
hanging on the leafless branches of the creeper trained agninst
the wall. ’

They bave a bird in Europe all but identical with ours, the
difference between the two varieties being so slight that for along
time the best ornitholugists were unaware of it.  The European
gold-crests winter in England and Germany; in the last country
they are very numercus, and although so diminutive, they are
brought to market, being esteemed a great dainty 5 about Nurem-
burg, in Bavaria, they are particularly abundant, and se much
prized for the table that they command a high price. When
broiled their bodies can searcely be as ln rge as o French chestinut !
What should we think of a dish of humming-birds ?

Tt is this little bird which is alluded toin Lafontaine's clharming
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fable of the Oak and the Reed; this is the tiny roitelet which tha
Oak pronounces & heavy burden for the Reed:

= Pour vous un eoitelot est un pesant fardeaa.”

Wednesday, 8th.—November is considered one of the best
months for fishing in our lake; all the more important fish are
now taken in their best state.

We have one fish peeuliar to this lake; at least, the varety
found here is very clesrly marked, and differs fiom any vet dis-

covered elsewhere. It is a shad-salmon, but is commonly called

" the * Otsego Bass,” and is considered one of the finest fresh-wa-

ter fish in the world,  In former years they were so abundunt
that they were eaught by the thonsand in seines; on one occasion
five thousund are suid to have Leen taken; the peaple in the vit
Inere scarcely knew what to do with them : some were salted, oth-
ers thrown to the hogs.  They are still drawn in the seine, beinr
seldom taken by the hook, but their munbers, as might be sup-
prsed, have very much diminished.  An attempt was recently
mude to protect them for three vears, to allow them to inerease
geain, but after & few months the law was repealed. The best
meonths for the bass-fishing are April, May, and June, and in au-
tumn, November and December; they are caught more or less
through the winter, but not during the heats of summer; or, if
oceasionally one is taken in warm weather, it is out of the usual
course of things, The largest buss known here have weighed
seven pounds, but they do not often exceed three or four pounds
at prosent.  They have a very swest, fine, white meat, with a dark,
gray skin.

The lake trout, or salmon-trout, taken here are also of a supetior
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quality ;*this same fish, in many other lakes, is eonsidered coarse
and tasteless, but here it is frequently met with very delicate and
rich, and it finds great favor with epicures, It varies very muely,
however, with individoals, one being very fine, anuther quite in-
different.  The salmon-trout, in the form we know it, is said to be
almost peculiar to sur New York lukes ; at least this same varicty
is not found in Cunada, nor further south thun Silver Lake, just
berond the borders of Pennsvlvanin*  Our fishermen way the
best time for trout fishing is during the last ten days of Novem-
ber ; they are tuken, however, at all seasons, hut are more common
in cool weather. The largest taken here ix said to have weiched
thin}' pounds, and others t\\‘onl_\'-ﬁ\'o and twenty-seven pm1n<].~=;
within the last dozen years we have seen them weighing sixteen
and twelve pounds, but fish of this size have now become very
rare, They are caught with the seine ar with baited hooks, and
are sometimes speared.  Some veurs since, seven or eight hun-
dred were 1aken at ane haul of the siine.  Tn winter, the Inke is
well sprinkled with baited hooks, sunk through small openings in
the ice, and fine salmon-trout are often tiken in this way,

The pickerel fishing ulso becomes more active at this senson
]ight.s are-seen NOW, oVery e\‘t-ning, p:lssing to and frn :tlnng the
ghores, to attract the pickerel, and a very pretty sight they are.
The pickerel is said not to extend beyund the (reat Lakes.  The
largest caught here have weighed seven pounds.

The pereh—the yellow perch—is also common in our lake; the
largest are said to have welghed between three and four pounds.

Besides these our fishermen tike eels, dace or roach, suckers, eat.

® Dr. e Kny's Report on the Fishes of Now York.

=
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- fish, and bull-pouts. Formerly, when the river was not obstructed
by 5o many mill-dams, the herring used to visit this inland lake
every yeur, following the stream, many a long mile from the
ocean ; they were a very acceptable variety to the common fare
in thuse days, and were so0 numerous that they were frequently
fished up in pails by the first colonists.

Thursduwy, 9th,—~At sunrise the thermometer had fallen to 16
above zeto.  8new sill lying on the ground, though hittle of it.
Gloomy, dark duy. People are taking out their winter clothing,
and asking each other if this ean possibly last ? if winter is coming
fn earnest, and so suddenly 2 Dreary walk, so different from thosc
of lust week; the rond hard and rowgh; had the highway quite
to myself; in the distance of more than a mile, did not meet a
living creature.

Another visit from the little kinglets—quite a party of them in
the bushes beneath the windows,

Friday, 10th.—Thermometer only 6 above zero, at seven o’clock
this morning.  “ Don’t be comeerned,” say the farmers, < we shall
have our Indian summer yet!” One would like to feel sure of it;
the very idea wurms one such a day as this.

Saturday, 11th—VYery cold. The thermometer very near
zero,

Monday, 13th—Mild agnin.  Yesterday, Sunday, there was
unother light fall of snow.

Tuesday, 14th—Soft, mild day; but it has scarcely thawed
out of the sunshine for the last week. Snow still lying on the
ground, though very little of it ; At no time has there been enough
for sleighing. .

Wednesdny, 15th—There is a strange story gomg about the
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village: it is said that sevein] respectable persons have had
glimpses of a panther in cur hills during the last two months!
Praobably they have been deceived, for it seems all but incredible
that one of these wild creatures should really have appeared in
our woods, It is between forty and fifty years since any punther
has been heard of in this neighborhood.

Thursday, 16th.—Lovely day; bright sir and soft sky. Per-
haps the farmers will prove right about the Indiun summer, after
all.  The walking is very bad; the lite snow and last night's
rain making & sad muss.  Still, those who delight in the open air,
may verify the old proverb: * Where there is a will thereis a
way ;" one may pick out spots for walking, here and theve,

The new-fushioned plank-walks have not yet become general
here; they are conventent in maddy weather, though very ugly
at other times,  The neutest side-walk for a village or rural town
geems to be a strip of brick, or stone pavement, three orfour feet
wide, with a broad border of gruss on each side, wheve trees are
planted, such as they have them in some of the Western villages,
The plank roads and walks will probably be introduced here be-
fare long ; they will use up an immense amount of timber, and
one would think that this must eventually put a stop to them,
It is said that the hemloek timber, which is used for the purpose,
never attains to any greut size in ils second growth; such is the
opinion here; whether it be correet or not, T do not know. There
seems no good reason why it should not grow out of the old for-
ests, as well as the pine,

The roads are at their worst just now; the stage-coach was
ten hours yesterday coming the twenty-two miles from the rail-
road. That particular route, however, crossing the hills to the
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reilway and canal, is the worst in the county. In summer, our
roads are very good; but for two or three weeks, spring and au-
tummn, t]u‘_\' are It a terrible state,  And yet ﬂ'!f‘_\' have never been
quite so bud as those in the clay soils of the western part of the
State; the year before the rallrond was completed between Go-
neva and Canandsigua, a gentleman of the first village having
business of eonsequence at the latter town early in the spring,
was gnxious {0 keep his appointment on a particelar day, but he
was obliged to give It up; the rond, only sixtevn miles, was so
bad, that no carringe would take him. Ile made a particular
application to the siage-conch proprictors; they were very sorry,
but they could not accommodate him; it was quite ont of the
guestion: “ We have twelve sl:lg_;c-cn:ldu's, at this very moment,
gir, Iying in the mud on that picea of road!” Now we never
hieard of a coach being actually left embedded in the mud on this
road of ours, bad as it is; the passengers are often obliged to get
out, and walk over eriticad spots; the male passenzers are often
requested to get out “and hold up the stage for the ladies ;" often
the conch is upset; frequently couch, passengers, and 41l sink into
the slough to un warming depth, whea rils are taken from the
fences to * pry the stage out;” but, by dint of working with &
good will, whitt between the efforts of coachman, horses, and pas-
sengers, the whole party geonerally coutrives to reach its destina-
tion, in a better or worse condition, somewhere within eighteen
hours, They sometimes, however, pass the nicht on the road.
Fridey, 17th.—Although the history of this county is so short,
it has yet had several architectural erns. Without including the
Indian wigwum, which has become only a tradition, specimens of

half a dozen different styles are seen among us to-duy. First in
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order of time ranks, of course, the log-cabin, such as are siill
seen to-day in the hills, or on the skirts of the woods: low, sub-
stantial, and rustic; when well put together, and inhabited by
neat and thrifty people, they look very snug and comfertuble, and
decidedly picturesque, also. Not long since, we passed one a
few miles from the village, which had as pleasant a cottage lovk
as possible; it was in excellent order, in & veat little vard, with
flower-borders under the windows, a couple of very fine balram-
firs before the door, and a row of half a dozen luxuriant hop-vines
just within the fence.  Another, near the Red Brook, attracted our
attention more than once, during our summer walks: everything
about it was so snug; the little windows looked bright and clean,
as though they belonged to a8 Dutch palace; the rose-bushes
standing in the grassy yard were flourishing and luxuriant ; a row
of tin milk-pans were usvally glittering in the sun, and a scythe
hung for several weeks beside the door; it would have made a
preity sketch.  One dark cloudy afternoun, we also passed an-
other of these log-cottagres, of the very smallest size ; it was old,
and much out of repair, and stood directly by the roud-~ide, with-
out any yard at all; but everything about it was very neat: a
tub and pails were piled under a little shed at the deor, the small
window was bright and well washed, and a clean white curtain
within was half drawn to let in the light upon a tabie on which
lay a large open Bible, and a pair of s'pectac]es; twice, toward
evening, we cbanced to see that little curtain half drawn, to let in
the light upon the Holy Book; doubtless some aged Christian
lived there. The bailding is now turned into a shed ; we did not
know who lived there, but we never pass it without remembering
the little table and the Bible. Unhappily, all log-cabins have not
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such tenants; where the inmates are idle and shiftless, they are
wretched holes, full of disorder and flth,

Next to the log-cubin, in our architectural history, comes its
very opposite, the lank und lean style, the shalfow order, which
aimed at rising far above the lowly log-cottage ; proud of a tull
front and two slories, proud of twice too many windows, but quite
inditterent to all rules and proportions, to all appearance of com-
fort and snugness; houses of this kind look as if the winter wind
must blow quite through them, The roof presses directly upon
the upper tier of windows, and leoks as though 3 bad been
stretehed to meet the walls, searcely projecting enough, one would
think, for safcty, enves being thought a useless luxury; the win-
dow-frames are as seant as pl}:aslhl(‘, md set on the very surface
of the building, and there is ncither pofeh nor piazza at the door.
Buch is the shallow in its simplest form, but it s often seen In a
very elaborate state—and to spuik frankiy, when this is the case,
what was before unguinly und comfortless in aspect, beeomes glar-
ingly ridiculous, In instances of this kind, we find the shellow-
ernate sssuming the Grecian portico, running up sometimes one
wing, sometimes two; pipe-stem columns one-fiftieth of their
height in diameter, and larger, perhaps, in the centre than ag
either extremity, stand trembling beneatly a pediment which, pos-
stbly, contains a8 good-sized bed-room, with a window in the apex.
Such buildinga are frequently surrounded with a very fanciful
puling of one sort or other.  One lovks inte the bam-yard of such
a house with anxicus imisgivings, lest the peese should be found
all neck, the cocks all taif, the pigs with longer noses, the ponies
with longer ears than nre usually thought becoming.

Succeeding to the common shallow, and 20eval with the shal



RURAL ARCHITECTURZ 343

low-ornate, dating perhaps forty years back, appears the plun,
straightforward style, with its square outline, its broader founda-
tions, respeciable from a pervadiag character of honest comfort,
sithough capable of many improvements. Sometimes houses of
this kind have & wing, sometimes two, but more frequently the
addition is put up with an eve to convenience rather than sym-
metry, and & long, low building, containing the kitchen, wood-shed,
&e., &c., projects from the rear, forming with it, at right sngles
with the house, two sides of 8 yard. These dwellings are seen
in every direction, rather more comwmon, perhaps, than any uther,
and where things are in good order about themn, they bave a
pleasant, cheerful look. ‘This plain, straightforward style has,
however, reccived a certain development within the last ten years
which, when not carried to extremes, s & progress for the belter:
the foundation is broader, the elevation of the building luwer, the
roof projects further, the cornices and all parts of the frame-work
are more substantial, the porch or verandah is in better propuortions,
and the whele has a look of more finished workmanzhip. A farm-
house of this homely, substantinl kind, standing beside one of the
common shallow, or a starved Grecian edifice of the shelfow-ornate
style, appears to great advantage, and speaks encouragingly for
the growth of common sense and googd taste in the community,
Still more recently, however, thix substantinl schiool bas been
somewhat abused. You see here and there new wooden cottages,
which, in the anxiety of the architect to escape the shallow, err
in the oppovite extreme, and lovk oppressively heavy, as though
the roof must weigh upon the spirits of those it covers. The cor-
nices and door-frames of these small coitages would often suit
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buildings of twice their size, and, altogeilher, they belong to the
punderous style.

It is amusing, in passing from one hamlet to the other, to observe
how imitative the good people are; for there is generally some
one original genius in every neighborhood who strikes out a new
variation upon one of the styles ulluded to, and whether the
novelty be an improvement, or an unsightly oddity, he js preuy
sure of being closely fullowed by all who build about the same
time, One ofien sces half a dozen new houses in close neighbor-
hood precisely on the same pattern, however grotesque it may
chance to be.  This imitative dispusition shows itself also in the
coluring of the houses ; for of course here, as elsewhere through -
out the country, they change their colors every few vears with
the last coat of paint. Many are white; many uthers yellow and
orange ; some are red, others brown; green, blue, and pink may
also be found in the county; but these last shades are more rare,
not having taken generally.  Two or three years sinee, black was
the hue of the scuson, but at present gray is all the fashion. It
is by no means uncemmon to tind a house under different shades,
front and rear, and I have scen a small furm-house with o differ-
ent color on cach of its four walls ; yellow, red, brown, and white,
We have also scen red houses with brimstone-colored blinds.
But this Harlequin fancy seems to be subsiding, and as it has al-
ready been ohserved, sober gray und drabs are the colors in favor
to-day, as though all the houses in the land were turning Quaker.

The ““ruml Gothic” and * Elizabethan,” which have grown
rapidly iute favor about the suburbs of large towns, have scarcely

as yet made any impression here, There are, probably, not more
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than huif a dozen houses of the kind in the whole county. The
rounded, double-pitched roofs, so common in the older parts of
the country, and the shingled walls, also, found so frequently on
old farm-houses of Long Island, New Jersey, and the neighbor-
hood of New York, are very rare here; probably there we not #
dozen double-pitched roofs in the county, and we do not know of
one building with shingled sides.

Certuinly there i3 not much to beast of among us in the way
of architecture as yet, either in fown or country; but our rural
buildings are only seen anud the orchards and ficlds of the farms,
or surrounded by the trees and gardens of the villages, so that
their defects are, perhaps, less striking, relieved, as they gener-
ally are, by an air of thrift and comfor!, and softencd by the
pleasing features of the surrounding landseape,

Saturday, 18th,—Although the fulinre has now eutirely falien,
yet the different kinds of seeds and nuts still hanging on the noked
branches give them a fuller eharacter than belongs to the depths
of winter, The catkins oa the different birches thicken the spray
of these trees very perceptibly; these ave of two sorts, the fer-
tile ones are more full thun the sterile heads; both grow teo-
gether on the same branch, but in different positions,

There are as muny as six kinds of birches growing in this States
the canoe birch, the largest of all, somelimes seventy feet high,
and three feet in diameter, mnd which grows as far south as the
Catskills ; the Indians muke their eanoes of its bark, sewing them
with the fibrous roots of the white spruce.  The eherry birch, or '
black birch, is also 4 northern variety, and very common lere ; it
is used for cubinet work, 'Then there is the y:tiow birek, nnother

northern variety, and a useful tree. The red birch, also a tree
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v of the largest size, is the kind used for brooms. The white birch,
a smull tree, is of less value than any other; it 5 quite com-
mon in our Reighborhood ; we have understood, indeed, that all
the birchies are found in this county, except the little dwarf birch,
an Alpine shrub, only a foot or so in height.

Monday, 20th.~—"The potato crop is quite 8 good one this year,
in our neighborhood, though a portion of it will be lost.  Lut the
disease has never been as {alal here as in some other places, and
the farms of the county have always yiclded more than enousrl
for the populalivn, Home ten years since potatoes sold here for
twelve and a half cents B bushel; since then they have risen ut
the worst season to seventy-five eeats. They have been consid-
ered bigh at fifly cents for the lust year or two, and are now sell-
ing at thirty-one cents a bushel,

Tursduy, 21st.—Again we hear of the panther story. ‘e
crerture is said to have bren actually seen by two respectable
persons, in the Beaver Meadows ; a wonan who was out gather-
iug blackberries saw & large wild animal behind a fullen tree ; she
was startled, and stopped ; the animul, which she believed to be
a catamount, got upon the log, and bissed at her like a cat, when
phe ranaway., A man also, who was out with his gun in the woods,
a few days later, near the same spot, saw a large wild crenture
in the distance; he fired, and the animal leaped over a great pile
of brush and disappeared. [t would be pussing strange, indeed,
if a punther were actuaily roving about our woods. !

Wednesday, 22d.—Very pleasant day. There is still & sprink-
ling of snow in some woods, for the weather has been cool and
dry, but the country generslly is quite brown again. The western

hilis are entirely free from snow, while those of the eastern range
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are all thinly sprinkled yet, Can this diference be owiny o the
greater power of the morning sun?

Pleasant walk, Stopped at the mill to order sump, or cracked
corn. It is always pleasant in a mill; things look busy, cheer-
ful, and thrifty theve. ‘The miller told us that he ground more
Indian corn than anvthing else; nearly as much buckwheat, and
less wheal than either; scarcely any rye, and no oatmenl at all.
The amount of wheat ground at our mills is no test, however, of
the quantity eaten, for a great deal of wheat four is brouglht inty
the county from the westward,

They grind buckwheat at the village mill all through the sum-
mer, for a great deal of this flour is eaten here. In maost fun-
ilies of the interior buckwheat cakes are a regular breakfust dish
every day through the winter.  In many houses they are calen
in the evening also, and amonyg the farmers they frequently make
part of every meal. This is the only way in which the floar
is used with us—it 1l tukes the form of < buckwhent cakes.
'The French in the provinces cat geletfos of the same flour; they
call it there ble de Surazin, as though it had been introduced by
the Saracens. [t came originally from Central Asin,  Montes-
quieu speaks of these l'rench buckwheat eukes as a very good
thing: * Nos galettes de Sarrazin, hkumecties fontes brufuntes
de ce bon beurre du Mont &'Or ctaient, pour nous, le plus frois
regal”

It appears that the Chinese eat much buckwheat also; they
wake it up there in the form of dumplings, and Sir George Staun-
ton speaks of these as a very common dish in China. .

Indian corn differs from the buckwheat in being prepared in

many ways by cur housewives: we have supuen, or hasty-pud-
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ding ; griddle-cakes, made with egus and milk; hoe-cake, or In-
dian bread, baked in shallow pans; samp or homiay, corn coarse-
ly broken and boiled ; Jonikin, thin, wafer-like sheets, toasted on
a board ; these are ull enten at breakfast, with butter. Then we
have the tender young ears, builed as a vegetable ; or the young
grain mixed with beans, forming the common Indian dish of suc-
eofash  the kernel is also dried, and then thorowsghly boiled for a
winter vegetable,  Again, we have alse Indian puddings, and
dumplings, and sometimes lighter ¢akes for more delicate dishes,
The meul is also frequently mixed with wheat in country-made
bread, making it very sweet und outritivus.  Besubes these differ-
ent ways of cooking the maize, we should not forget parched or
“popped” corn, in which the chiidren deliglt =0 much; and a
very nice thing it is when the right kind of corn is used, and the
glossy yellow husk eracks without burning, and the kernel bursis
through pure, and white, snd nicely tomsted, A great deal of
" popped corn is now used in New York and Philadelphin by the
confectioners, who make it up ite swrae-plums, like prafines
Acres of “popping corn™ are now raised near the large towas,
expressly for this purpose ; the wvirietics cadled vice corn, amd
Egyptian corn, are used, the lust kind being a native of this coun-
try, like the vthers.

The word supaen has sometitmes been supposed of Indian oriyin.
it is ot found in any dictionary that we know of, though in very
comman use in some parts of the country.  Vinderdonek speaks
of the dish:* <Their common fond, aad for which their mea] is
generally used, is pap, or mush, which in the New Netherlands is
named sapaen. This is s0 common amung the Indians that they

* In 1653.
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seldom pass a day without it, unless they are on a jowrney, or
hunting.  We seldom visit an Indian bnlye at any time of the
day without seeing their sapaen pi‘t‘p:'l]'il.lg, or seeing them euting
the same. It is the eommon food of all; young and old eat it;
and they are so well accustomed to it, and fond of it, that when
they visit our people, or each other, they consider themselves new-
lected unless they are treated to sepeen.”  Maize seems, indeed,
te have been the chief article of food with those Indians, at Jeast,
who lived upen the hanks of the Hud-on, or in the New Nether-
lands.  Vanderdunek, in describing their food, does not, T helieve,
once mention the potato, at least not in the parts of his works
which have been translated. e speaks of beans as a favorite
vegetable of theirs, and one of the few they cultivated, planting
them frequently with maize, that thé tall stalk of the yrain migs
serve as & support to the vine, He observes, they bad several
kinds of hesns—probably all the native varicties, of which we
have several, were cultivated by them,  Squashes he mentioned
as peculiar to them, and called by the Duateh Quaasieny, from o
similar Indian word.  Pumypkins were also cultivated by them,
and calabashes, or gourds, which, suys he, “are the common wa-
ter-pails of the Indian<™  Tobacco s also named as cultivated
by them. DRut, as we have alreacly observed, in his secount of
their ficld and garden produce, he says nothing of the potata,
which is quite remarkable,  “Tlie maize, on the contrary, scems to
have been eaten at every meal:  Without swpeeen,” he continues,
“they do not eat a satisfuctory meal,  And when they have an
opportunity they boil fish of meat with it, but seldom when the
fish or meat is fresh—but when they have the articles deied hard

and pounded fire. * * They nlso use many dry heans, which
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they consider dainties, * % When they intend to go a great
distance on a hunting expedition, or to war, * * they pro-
vide themselves scvel':ilI)" with a small Lag of parched corn or
meal; * * g quarter of a pound is suflicient for a day’s sub.
sistence.  When they are hungry they eat a small handful of he
menl, after which they take a drink of water, and they are so well
fod, that they can travel & day.  Whoen (hey caa obtain fish or
meat to eat, then their meal serves them as well as fine bread
would, because it needs no bakine.”  Speaking of their feasts, he
savs: “On extraordinary oceasions, when they wish to entertam
any person, then they prepare beavers’ tails, bass-heads, with
parched corn-meal, or very fat meat stewed, with shelled chest-
nuts, bruised."—Not a bad dinner, by any means,  Fhus we see
that while they relied on the maize in times of scarcity and fatiyue,
it made a principal purt of their every-day fare, and entered into
their great feasts also; but potatoes do not appear at zll.

In using the word sopeen, Vanderdonek leads one to believe it
either a provincialism of the New Netherlands, or an Indinn word,
Very possibly it may have been borrowed from the red man, like
the quuasicns or squosh,  Thera is, however, 8 word which eor-
responds to our English swp, to swallow without muastication,
which in Saxon is zepan; the Dutch are snid to have o word sim-
ilar to this, and seperen may prove a provincialism dedived from it,
A regular Hollunder could probably decide the question for us.
Samp for erncked corn: heminy for grain more coarsely ceacked ;
and suceotash for beans and maize boiled together, are all consid-
ered as admitted Indinn words.,  Mush is denved from the German
Musse, for pap, and prabably has reached us through the Duteh.

Thorsdan. 2348 —Thanksgiving-day.  Lovelv weather : bhenu.
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tiful sky for a festival, Pleasant walk. As we came back to the
village the bells were ringing, and the good people, in their Sunday
attire, were going in different directions 1o attend public worship.
Many shop-windows were half open, however; ane eve closeil in
devotion as it were, the other looking to the main chance.

This is & great day for gatherings of kith and kin, throughout
the country ; and many a whle stands at this moment fonded with
good things, for family guests and old family friends to make
merry, and partake of the gnod cheer togather.  Few househnlds
where something especially nice is not provided fur Thanksgiving -
dinner ; for even the very poor, if known to be in want, gencrally
receive something good from larders better filled than their own.

It was one of the goed deeds of the old Puritans, this revival
of & Thanksgiving festival ; it is true, they are suspected of favor-
ing the custom all the more from their opposition te Christmas ;
but we ought not to gquarrel with any one Thanksgiving-day, much
less with those who have been the meuns of adding another
pleasant, pious festival to our ealendar; so we will, if you please,
place the pumpkin-pie at the head of the table to-day.

Surely no people have greater cause than ourselves for public
thanksgivings, of the nature of that we celebrate to-day. We
have literally, from generation to generation, “* eaten our bread
without scarcencss,”  Famine, to us, has been an unknown evil:
that fearful scourpe—one of the heasiest that can fall upon a na-
tion, accompanied, as it is, by a long train of ghastly woes—that
scourge has never yet been laid upon us; the gloomy anxiviy of
its first approaches, the enfeebled body, the wasting eneryies, the
bitterness of spirit, the anguish of heurt which attend its course,

these have caused us to weep for our fellow-heings, but never yet
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for eurselves ; the general distress, dismay, confusion, and suffer-
ing—the excess of misery—which follow Iis paralyzing progress
through a country, ave only known te us as evils which our felluw-
men bave sullered, and from which we, and those we love most
warmly, have ever been graciously sapared. Year after year, from
thé emrly history of the country, the land has yielded her
inerease in cheerful abundunce ; the Belds have been flled with
the finest of wheat, and maize, wnd rice, and sugar ; the orchards
and gardens, ay, the very woods and wastes, have viclded all
their harvest of grateful fruits; the herds have fod in peace within
& thousand quict valleys, the flocks have whitened ten thousand
green and swelling hills; Jike the ancient people of Ged, we may
say, that fountains of milk and heney have flowed in upon us;
the humming of the cheerful bee is heard through the long sum-
mer day about every path, and at eventide the patient kine, yield-
ing their nourishing treasure, stand lowing at every door.

General scarcity in anything needful hus been unknown amony
us; now and then the failure of some pacticular crop has been
foretold by the fearful, but even this partial evil has been averted,
and the prognustic hus passed away, leaving no trace, like the gy
clond overshadowing but for an instant the yellow harvest-field,
and fullowed by the genial glow of the full summer sunshine, In
this highland valley we often hear fears expressed of this or that
portion of the produce being cut off by the frosts belonging to our
climate ; now we are concerned for the maize, now for our stock
of fruits, and  yet how seldom has the dreaded evil befulien us!
What good thing belonging to the climate has ever whelly fuiled ;
when have we wanted fuor maize, when have we suffered from lack

of fruit? Every summer, curranis have dried on the bushes,
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apples have lain rotting ou the prass, strawberries have filled the
meadows, raspberries and blackberries have grown in every lhicke-t,
while the richer fruits of warmer elintes, orangres, and peaches,
and water-melons, have been selling for copper in our streets,

The only approach to unything like scarcity known here since
the full settlement of the county, occurred some ten yeurs since;
but it was owing to no failure of the erops, no ungenial sewson, no
untimely frost.  During the summer of 1838, wheat-flour became
scarce in the country, and all that could be procured here was
of a very indifferent quality—grown wheat, such as we had never
eaten before, It was during the period of infatuation of Western
speculation, when many farmers had left their fields untilled, while
they followed the speculating horde westward, At that moment,
many houses in the counly were seen deserted; some closed,
others actually fulling to ruin, and whele farms were Iving
waste, while their owners were running mudly after weulth in the
wilds of Michigan and Wisconsin.  The same state of things was
general throwshout the country, and, united to speculativns in
wheat, was the oeccasion of a temporary diffieulty.  As vet, this
bas been the only occasion when anything like seareity has beén
felt here, -

Well, indeed, does it. become us to render thanks for mercies so
great, wholly unmerited as they are,  As we pass from valley to
valley, from one range of highlands td another, from broad and
heaving plains to plains still broader, from the fresh waters of
great rivers and inland seas to the salt waves of the ocean, every-
where, on either hand, the bounties of Providence fill the land ;
the earth is teeming with the richest of blessings. And vyet, in

what part of this broad land, from one utmost vergs to the other,
171%
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shall we find the community that may justly elaim the favor of *
the God of truth and holiness? Which great city, which busy
town, what quiet village, what secluded hamlet, has deserved the
blessing of leaven on its ficlds 2 What city, or borough, or vil-
lage, or hamlet, can say : * There 15 no sin here, there is no frand,
no deceit, no treachery, no drunkenness ; no violence, rioting, im-
purity ; no eavy, no covetousness, no injustiee, no slander, no
ful<chood, no insubordination among us @ none of those evils declared
hateful in the eves of the God we worship, are guing to and fro in
our slreets, upon our highwu_\‘s. silting du\\"n and ri.uing up unre-
buked and unrepented of—these things are unknown here—we are
wholly elean?  The heart recoils from the very idea of such
presumption, and we bow our heads to the dust in deep acknowl-
edgment of our unworthiness, as individuals, as communitics, as a
pation.  “ What is man that Thou visitest him, or the son of man,
that Thou so regardest him "

Happy, indeed, is it for the ehildren of men, that the long-suf-
fering God sendeth his rin upon the ticlds of the just and the
unjust, and maketh his sun te shine upon the garden of the
sitiner with that of the righteous.  Well, indeed, does it become
us to render heartlelt, humble thanks to the God “who feedeth
all flesh; for his merey endureth forever,”

It may prove of some interest to pause a moment and look
back at the Jewich festival® of thawksgiving for the fruits of the
aarth, whence our own has been devived. [t i+, indeed, remark-
able, that while the Jewish law was, in its general character, se-
vere and stern, as compared with the milder and more mereiful
nature of Christianity, its worship gave such full and frequent

expression to the heamiful spirit of thankfulness.  The faithful
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Jew, obedient to the ritual of his church, would scarcely be guilty
of the sin of inzratitude; just as it is difficult that the Christian,
who, at the present hour, faithfully keeps the higher festivals of
the Church, should he thankless and forgetful of alf the mercies
of his Almighty Father.

In the Jewish Church there were, hesides the weekly Sabbaths
and other lesser festivals, three great feasts of chiefl importance,
the Passover, Pentecost, and the Feast of Tabernacles, At each
return of these, every male among the Twelve Tribes was com-
manded to go up to Jerusalem, and there to worship Jehovah,
The women were allowed to accompany them, and were often in
the habit of going, as we learn from Scripture history; but the
journey was not obligatory with them. [t is easy to see the
many advantages that must have resulted to the different tribes
from this g{\-neml intercourse, hallowed by duty and religious ser-
vices as it was. The Passover, as we aull koow, commemorated
the deliverance of the Jews on that fearful night in Exvpt, when
“ there was not a house where there wis not one dead ;™ but like
all the greater points in the Jewish ritual, it was also typical and
prophetic in character, foreshadowing the salvation of the Christian
Church by the death of the true Paschal Lamb, our Blessed
Lord, who was sacrifeed at thaf festival fome sixteen centuries
after its institution.  For us, therefore, the Possaver has become
Easter.

The second great festival of the Jews was called by them the
“ Feast of Weeks,” because it was kept seven weeks after the
Passover; and from its following on the fiftieth day from that
feast, it has received the more modern name of Pentecost. To

the Jews it commemarated the proclamation of the Law on Mount
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Sinai, an event which took place {ifiy days after their departare
from Egvpt. To the Christian Church this has also been a high
festival, for on that duy took place the mimculous outpouring of
the loly Bpirit upon the Church at Jerusalem, as recorded in
the Acts,  And this is the Whitsunday of our own Calendar,
The third great festival, the Feast of Talbernacles, wus entirely
Tewish, und peculiar to themselves.  As the Passover occurred
in spring, Pentecost in summer, so the Feast of Tabernacles was
heid in the autunm.  On some aecounts, it was the most import-
ant of all their festivals; it fell during the seventh month of their
ecclesiastical veur, which commenced at the Passover; but this
was also the first month of their civil vear, answering to our
October, and a period of peculiar importance fur the number of
religious observances which fell during its course.  The first of
this month was their New-Year's day, and kept by a very singu-
lar cuxtom, the priests blowing a solenmin blast on the trumpets,
whenee it was called the Feast of Trumpets, and they believed,
on traditional anthority, that the world was ereated at this season,
Ten days after the Feast of Trumpets followed the great national
fast, or day of atonement.  But it was the third week of the
same month that concluded the greater festivals of the year hy
the Feast of Tabernacles, one of their most peeuliar and most
jovous celebrations.  They were enjomed to live in hooths for a
week, to renund them of the tents of their ancestors, wanderers
imr the wilderness tor forty vesrs.  These booths, or tents, or tab-

ernacies

for such is the mport of the latter word —were crdered
to be made of branehes * with bouglhs of goodly trees, branehes
of palm-trees, ind boughs of thick trees, and willows of the brook.”
But while thus commemorating the poverty and hardships of
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their ancestors in the wilderness, they were also enjoined, at the
same time, to * rejoice before the Lord their God,” and celebrate
his infinite mercies te an unworthy race by especial thanksgivings.
The last, or eighth day of the celebration, * that great duy of the
feast,” as St John calls it, was particulurly devoted to thanks-
givings for the “in-gathering” of the fruits of the earth. This
was, indeed, the great harvest-home of Judea.

Each of these three greater festivals to which we have partieu-
larly alluded, the Passover, Pentecost, and the Feast of Taler-
nacles, independently of other associations, bud alse a conncetiom
with the mercies of (od, in hestowing uponman the fruits of the
earth, Their harvest was selemnly commenced the day afrer
the Passover by a peeuliar religious chservance : three sheaves of
barley were gathered in three different fields of the territory of
Jerusalem, and carried to the temple, where thev were threshed
in the court, and were then solemuly oftered to the Lord by the
priest, in the name of the nation, This eeremony was enjoined
in Leviticus, and before it had been performed, no man was al-
lowed to put the sickle to his barley, the first groin reaped. At
Pentecost again, when the wheat harvest was over, twe loaves
were offered in the temple by the priest, in the name of the na-
tion. And the Feast of Tabernacles, as we have alreudy seen,
concluded with especial offevings and sacrifices, and thanksgivings
for the great national hurvest, now fully completed. -

But independently of these gencral public observances, there
were athers enjoined upon the Jews of a private nature.  Iivery
vne was commanded to offer personally the first-fruits of his own
portion to the Lord. The women, when making the bread of (he

family, set apart a portion for the Levite, which was considered
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as an offering to the Lord, the priests having no lands or harvests
of their own. The fortieth or sixtieth pertion of the dough knead-
ed at the time was reserved for this purpose, And then, again,
the tirst-fruits of every private harvest, not only of the grain, but
of the fruits also, were offered at the temple with a soleran and
very touching ceremony. The time for this private observance,
and the amount offered, were left to the judgment of each indi-
vidual. For this purpose, the Jews, at the canclusion of their
harvests, used to colleet in little parties from the same neighbor-
hood, four to twenty persons together.  They were preceded by
an ox appointed for smerifice, with & erown of olives on his head,
and bLis Borns gilded, with a player on the flute before bim; and
thus they walked in company to Jerusalem. The offerings were
carried in baskets, and consisted of wheat, barley, grapes, figs,
apricots, olives, and dates. From the fortieth to the sixtieth of
the crop was offered. Each one bore his own basket; those of
the rich were made of gold, those of the poor of wicker-work,
When they arrived at Jerusalem, their friends came out to meet
them. On reaching the temple, every man, the king himself, if
he were there, took his basket on his shoulder and earried it into
the court, where the Levites received the party, singing the xxx,
Psalm: 1 will extol Thee, O Lord,” &c., d&e, After this, the
form and ceremony enjoined in Denteronomy were complied
with :

« And it shall be, when thou art come into the land which the
Lord thy God giveth thee for an inheritance, and possessest it,
and dwellest therein, that thou shalt take of the first of all the
fruit of the carth, which thou shalt bring of thy land that the
Lord thy God giveth thee. and shalt put it in a hisket. and
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shalt go unta the place which the Lord thy God shalt choose to
place his name there.

“ And thou shalt go unto the priest that shall be in those days,
and say unto him: ‘I profess this day unto the Lord thy God,
that T am come unto the country which the Lord sware unto our
fathers for to give us.’ ]

¢ And the priest shall take the basket out of thine hand, and
set it down before the altar of the Lord thy God.

* And thou shalt speak and say before the Lord thy God, < &
Syrian ready to perish was my father, and he went down into
Egypt, and scjourned there with a few, and sbecame there a na-
tion, great, mighty, and populous ;’

“<And the Egyptians evil entreated us, and afflicted us, and
laid upon us hard bondage,

«r And when we cried unto the Lord God of our fathers, the
Lord heard our voice, and locked on our afflictions, and our labor,
and our oppression :

¢« And the Lord brought us forth out of Egypt with a mighty
band, and with an outstretched arm, and with preat terribleness,
and with signs, and with wonders:

¢ And lie hath brought us inte this place, and hath given us
this land, even a land that floweth with milk and honey, )

“ ¢ And now, behold, I have brouuht the frst-fruits of the land
which thou, O Lord, hast given me.’

“ And thou shalt set it before the Lord thy God, and worship
before the Lord thy God.

* And thou shalt rejoice in every good thing which the Lord
thy God hath given unto thee, and unto thine house ; thou, and the

Levite, and the stranger that is among vou.” —Tleut, xxvi., 1-11,
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A beautiful ceremony, indved.  Thus we sce how full of this
acknowledgment of the mereies of God in feeding his people, was
the Jewish ritual, The Christian, in the same spirit of constant.
dependence upon Almighty Providence for lile of bedy and soul,
has also been taught by Divine authorily, whellier rich or poor,
hu.nbly to pray for the boun of his daily bread.

Friduy, 24th—FEvening ; 0 o’clock.  The lake has been very
beautiful all day.  In the morning, light gleaming blue ; soft and
still in the afternoon, swertly colored by reflections of the hills
aund skv; and this eveming it is quite illuminated by an unusual
number of fishing lights, moving slowly under the shores and across
the littie bays,

Saturduy, 25th. —Looking over the eountry from a height, now
that the leaves have fallen, we found the fences attra(‘ting our
attention,  They are chielly of wood in our neighborhood ; ziyg-zag
enclosures of rmils, or worm-fenees, s they are called. We have but
few stone walls here ; stump-fenees are not uncommon.  The rails
used for the worm-fenees ure often of chestnut, which is conzider-
ed the best wood for the purpoese.  Foreigners from the Continent
of Eunrope uswally quarrel with vur fences, and perbaps they are
right ; they ook upnn thix custom s _a great and needless waste
of wood. They say they wre ugly in themselves, and that an
open ecountry, well cultivated, but free fram these lines, givps the
idea of a higher state of civilimation, thun lands where every half
dozen ueres are guarded by enclosures.  (General Lafayette, when
sitting in his tower at Lagrange, in the midst of his fine farms of
Brie, used 1o say that he eould not like vur fences, and thought
we should vet learn te d> without them: he believed the cost of

the wood, and the trouble and expense of putting them ap and
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keeping them in order, might be disposed of to greater advantage
in othce ways. Hedyes, it is 1o be feared, will never soit our
climate—in this State, al least—unless it be our own evergreen
shrubs. The hemlock is now coming into use for this purpose,
in some neighborhoods,  As regavds appearances, hedgés, close
at hand, are very pleasing; but at a little distunce, they are
scarcely an improvement upen the fenee: they are sull dark, stiff
lines, crossing the country with a net-work of vuclosures,  DProba-
bly we might at least do with much less fencing in this country ;
it often strikes one that ficlds are unkecessarily eut up in tids way,

Mouday, 27th—There is an insecl very common in the lower
parts of the State, which we never sce here : the ball-rolling beetle, ¥
so much resembling the sacred scarabarus of the Egvptiuns. One
observes them on all the roads about New York and on Long Tsl-
and, but we have never yet seen them in this county, I they
exist here at all, they must be very rave.  The sacred beetle of
the Egyptians is said to have been rather larger than our insect
of the same Kind.

Tuesduy, 28th—Very pleasant, mild wenther.  Charming to-
day; walking excellent, - The farmers were right : we have had
very pleasant weather after those cold davs early in the month.

Wednesduy, 20th.—Very pleasunt; observed gnats in some
places this afternoon.

Thursday, 30th.—Pleasant, Long walk in the bare, open

woods ; neither heard nor saw a bird.

t Lo bocoge etait sans mystére

Le rossignol £tail sana voiz.”

The long yellow petals have fallen from the wych-hazel ; the
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nut is beginning to form, the heart sluwly becoming a kernel, and
the small yellow flower-cups turning gradually into the husk, On
some bushes, these little cups are still vellow and flower-like; on
others, they have quite a husky look. It takes these shrubs a
full year to bring their fruit to matwnty, .

The green wheat-fields look vivid and bright Iving about the
gray farms, The luke is deep blue just now; it seems to be more
deeply blue in the autumn than at other scasons; to-day, it is
many shades darker than the sky, almost as blue as the water in
Guidao’s Aurora,



WINTER.

December, Friday, 13t —Again we hear strange rumors of the
panther. The creature is now reported {o have been in Oak-
dale, having crossed the valley from the Black Hills, We hear
thata mun went out of afarm-house, about dusk, to pick up chips
from a pile of freshly-cut wood at no great distance, and while
there, he saw among the wood a wild animal, the like of which
he had never seen before, and which bhe believed fo be a cata-
mount ; i‘s eves glared upon him, and it showed its teeth, with a
hissing kind of neise, This man guve the alsrm, and for severul
nights the animal was heard in that neighborhood ; it was tracked
to & swamp, where & party of men followed it, but aithough they
heard its eries, and saw its tracks, the ground was so marshy, that
thev did not succeed in comine up with it. Such is the story
from Qakdale. Strange as the tale scems, there is nothing ahsn-
lutely ineredible in it, for witd animals will oceasionally sty to
a great distance from their wxual haunts.  About fifteen yenrs
since, & bear was killed on the Mohawk, some thirty miles from
us, And so late s five-and-forty vears ago, there was an alarm
about a panther in West Chester, only twenty or thitty miles
from NewYork!

Numbers of these animals are still found in the State, partion-

aarly in the northern mountainous counties, They are algo ocen
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sionally seen to the scuthwand among the Catskills, where they
were formerly so numerous as o have given a name to the stream,
and the mountains whenee it lowsa,  The Duteh ealled this ereature
 Het Cat,” or « ITet Catlos,” whiel, says Judye Benson, was + also
their name for the domestic cat.”  Kater is the male; but in the
Benson Memir, the word is not spelt with the double ¢, Kveters-
kill, as we frequently see it now-a-days, when few of us speak
Duteh.  Catskill, or Katerskill, however, would appear to be
equally correet, and the Jast has the nrerit of greater p(-c‘uli:lril-\.‘.
The old Iullanders hind very formidable ideas of these anmimals,
which they believed at first to be Lons, from their skins, aud the
representations of the Indians.  Their eolor is tawny, or reddish
gray. When young, they are spotted ; but these marks are sup-
Jpused to disappear when the animal sheds 3ts hair for the fist
time, The tail is darker at the extremity ; the ears are blackish
without, light within, The largest panther presur\'ed among us
is found in the Museum of Utica, and was killed by a hunter
in Herkimer county; it measured eleven feet three inches in
length.  Their usual length is from seven to ten feet ®

They are said generally to frequent ledges of rocks inuccessible
* to man, and called pantbier ledyes by the hunters; but they will
often wander far for food. They are decidedly noctumal, and
rarely move by davlight. They prey upon dver, and all the lesser
quadrupeds,  They seem rather shy of man in general, but are very
eapable of destroying him when aroused,  An instance of a very
fierce attack from a panther is given in the Penny Mayazine ; and a
man was killed by a “ cataroount,” in this county, sume tifty years

ago. It is now more than forty years since any animal of the

* Dr. De Kay's Loalogy of New York.
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kind has been heard of in our part of the country, until within
these last few weeks.  DProbably, if this creature prove veally to
be a panther, it has strayed from the Catskills,

Saturdny, 2d.—Very mild, Unusually dark at eigrht o’clock,
High wind, with heavy, spring-like showers. About noon the
sky eleared, and the afternoon wus delightful, with a high south-
west wind, and a bright sky. A high wind is very pleasant now
and then, more especially where such are not commen. This
eveting we enjoyed the breeze very much, as it fiew rustling
through the naked branches, tossing the evergreen limbs of old
pines and hemlocks, and driving bright clouds rapidly across the
heavens,  Despite the colorless fuce of the country, everything
looked cheerful, as though the earth were sailing on a prosperous
voyage before a fresh, fair breeze, '

The sun has nearly reached his journey’s end.  There is & jow
tidge sloping away into the valley, about half a mile to the south
of us, over which he passes completely in bis annual voyage,
Every clear winter’s evening there is a glowing sky beyond i,
gerainst which the old pines, with their dark and giant forms, look
grandly, adding, as they do, perhaps, a hundred feet to the
height. The sun has nearly cleared this point now, and as he
turas northward immediately after pussing over it, the height is
cadled Sunset Hill in the village.

Monduy, 4th,—Charming day. Light sprinkling of snow in
the night; but it has already disappeared. The grass on the
lawn is quite green again, A light fall of snow, without a hard
frost, always brightens the grass, perhaps more even than a spring
shower. It often snows here without freczing.

Tuesday, 5th.—Rainy day; but not at all cold.
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* Among the interesting birds of this part of the world, there
are & number which, though not often seen in our State, are yet
oceasional visitors, or else resident here in very small numbers, The
nobie wild turkey, for instance, is still found in small parties in
the wilds of Bullivan, Orange, and Roekland counties, and also
farther westward, in Alleghany and Cattaraugus; formerly it was
known in large Backs from Mexico to Canada.

The fine, peculiar, Pinnated Grouse, though rapidly disappenr-
ing, is still seen in very small partics in Orange county.

The Mocking-bird is found on Long Island and in Rockland
county. This bird, indeed, is said to mange from 23° south of the
equutor, to 44 north, They are rure in our State, however,
though a few arrive in the lower counties toward the last of
May. *

The brilliant Cardinal Grosbeak, with his scariet coat, breeds in
our State, and is said to be found in a county adjoining our

own,

* Wa are nong of ud very knowing abowt Lhe Lirds in this country, vualeds it e
those scientific genticmen who have deveted their attention espeeiaily to such
subjects.  The sama rewmark applies in aome weasure to our native trees and
plants ; to our butterfiics and insects.  But iittle attention has yet been given by
our people genetnlly, to these anbjcets.  In Europe such in not the caze ; many
mersona thore, among 1he differest clossey of socioty, are familiar with these sim-
ple mntters.  Fad works of this Kind been 22 common in America ns they arein
England, the velume now in the reader’s hands would not have been printed, and
many obeervalions found in its pages would have been unnecessury.  lut
such as it ia, written by & learuer onl¥, the hook s wflered to thomse whose inter
vst in ruval subjects has been awakencd, a sort of rusiic primer, which may lead
them, if they choose, to something higher,

i it will not be eonaidered an assunption of imgerlaree, in & volume of the chit-
chat, common-place character of that now before the veader, the writer will ven.
ture to express her thanks to Dr. De Kay and Mr. Downing, not only for their

published works, but slsc for their kindneas in directing her courss on sevaral oc-
onaions.
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The equally brliiant Scarlet Tanager, or black-winged red-bird,
as it is familiarly called, is found in the lower counties, though not
numerous,

The summer Red-hird, also, quite a tropical bird, is occasionally
seen near New York; we once ehanced to meet guite a flock of
them on Long Island,

The Blue Grosbeak, and the Rose-breasted Grosbeak, both
handsome birds, are also found in the State.

The Crossbills, again, are scen in our northern counties,

The Cuckoo of this part of the world is interesting from the ns-
sociations connected with the cry of the same bird in Europe—and,
indeed, in Asia also—it is everywhere in the Old World lovked
upon as & harbinger of spring. The oldest song in the English
language, said to date as far back as 1250, bas a refrain in honor
of this bird :

“ Sumer ia yeumen in ;
Lbude sing cuceu ;
Growath sed, and bloweth med,
And springeth the wde ou :
Ning cuceu !
Awe bletelh after lomh ¢
Lhouth after calve cn;
Merrio ning cucen,
Cucen, cueca !
Wel ainges thou cucey,

Ne gwik thee nauer.”
The Chinese call it by much the same name as the Europeans,
And so did the ancient Greeks, We have the bird, but it attracts
with us comparatively little attention; the robins. and .blue-
birds, and song-sparrows, are much more thought of ; they arnve

earlier, and are more common. The American cuckoo is much better
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behuved than his brother of the Old Yorld; he has no nauginy
habits ; he builds a nest of his own, and he is very faithful to his
wife and children. Qur cuckoos are of two kinds, the vellow-
billed and the black-billed ; both differ shightly from that of Eu-
rope. ‘They arrive in May, and pass the summer with us,  Their
nests are sald to be rather carelessly built, as theugh they had
not thorougldy learned the art.

It is singrular, that while the cuckoo of this part of the world
pairs and builds its own nest, like most of its tribe, we have
another bird who has the carcless, reckless habits of the European
cuckoo. It is well known that our cow-pen black-bird lavs her
eggs in the nests of other birds ; and it is remarked that she gen-
erally chooses the nest of those much smaller than herself, like
the summer ycllow—bird, the blue-bird, song-spurrow, among our
nicest and best-behaved birds.  Cne might ulmost faney, that like
some unhappy women who have trifled with their own eharacters,
the cow-bird is anxious that her daughters should be better be-
haved than herself, for she is eareful ta chooze them the best fos-
ter-mothers ; happily, such a course has often succerded with hu-
man mothers, but with the bird it seems to fuil. There is no
such thing as reformation amony ther.

Wednesday, 6th.—Mild rain again,  We have a word or two -
more to say about our rare birds, or at least thuse which are less
common than our every-day flocks.  Among these are & number
besides the euckoo, in which we feel an interest, ehiefly on account
of their European ussocintions.

Let us begin with the chattering Maypie—< la wazan Ludra™ —
whose naughty ticks, and noisy tongue, are well known 10 us by
reputation at least. ‘T'hey are very rare indeed in this State, but

-
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a few are occasionally seen near Niagara; strange ground, indeed,
for such vapid, thoughtless birds. There is said to be a natural
antiputhy between the blue-jay and the magpie, just as twe great
buman talkers ure apt to dislike each other, and keep out of each
other’s way ; these two birds, at least, are observed rarely to fre-
quent the same region.  The American magpic is more common
west of the Mississippi, but even there it is much more rare than
in Europe. It closely resembles that of Europe.

The Falcon is another bird of note, from its old feudal associa-
tions ; and strange as it may appear, the Duck-hawk of this part
of the world is no other than the full brother of the famous Per-
egrine Falcon of Europe, It is said to be only the older birds
which wander about, and as they live to n great age, some of
them have been noted travellers. Ia 1703, a hawk of this kind
was caurht at the Cape of Good Hope, with 1 collar bearing the
date of 1610, and the name of King James of England ; so that
it must have been at least 183 vears old, und have travelled thou-
sands of miles. Another, belonging to Henri I1. of Franee, flow
away from Fontaineblean one day, and was caught at Malta, the
next morning.  ‘The male bird i smaliev and less powerful than
the female, as frequentiy happens with birds of prey; it was
called, on that sceount, a Tiercel,—a third,—and caught partridges
and small birds. It was the larger female who pursued the hare,
the kite, and the crane, These birds will not submit to be en-
slaved ; they never breed in a domestic state, and the stock was
repluced by tuking new birds captive, Hawking is sald to have
been derived from Asta,—where & is still pursued, in Persia,
and China.

Other kinds, besides the Peregrine Falcon, were trained for
15
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aport; the Gyrfslcon, for instance, an extreme northern bird,
taken in [celand, whence they were sent to the King of Derroark ;
a thousand pounds were given for & “cast” of these hawks, in
the reign of James the Firmst. Mr. Nuttall says that oceasionally

a pair of Gyrfulcons are seen in the Northern States, but they are

- very rare.  ‘L'he Duck-hawk, or PPeregrine Falcon, is chietly founcl
¥ ;

"

on the const, where il makes great havoe among the wild ducks,
and even attacks the wild geese, The Gyrfalcon is twa feet lony ;
the Pert'gl'ine Falcon of this country twenty inches, which is
rather larger than that of Eurepe. We luve also the Goshawk,
another esteemed bird of sport, of the same tribe ; it is rare here,
and is larger than that of Europe. The Gyrfaleon and the Per-
egtine Faleon are birds that vever touch carvion, feeding only
on their own prey; these belonged to Faleonry proper, which
was considered the nobler branel of the sport,  Among the birds
used for Hawking, strietly speaking, were the Goshawk, the Spar-
row-hawk, the Buzzard, and the Harpy,

The Cormorant is annther bird of which we have all heard a
greal deal, without, perbaps, having a very clear idea regarding
it. They are uncouth, aquatic birds, of the largest size—about
three feet in length—very expert fishers and divers, and voracious
feeders. In England, they formerly used them for fishing, and®
the Chinese still do so. They are found en owr ceast, though
rather rare; a few breed in Buston Bay, The double-crested
Cormorant ts the most commen on our coust.

The Pelican, agnin, is allied to the Cormorant, though distin-
guished from most other birds by their extraordinary pouch eon-
nected with the gullet. 7There are two kinds: the large White,
and the Brown Pelican. They are scattered all over the world.
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The White is the largest of all water-fowls, ubout six feet in length.
They are common in the Souh of Europe, particulnrly on the
Danube, and also throughout Judea, Egypi, &e., &e.  They fre-
quent alike the sea-shore and rivers.  These birds were formerly
common or the Hudson and the inland lukes of our own State,
and it Is quite probuble they have been seen in these very waters
of ours; but they have now entirely disappeared.  'They are rare
everywhere in the Union, except in Louisiana and Missomi. They
are partial to the eddies about waterfalls, It is wud that they
live to a great age. They are capable of carrving twelve qmm;
of water in their pouch! The Brown Pelican is still an occasional
visitor an the sea-shore of Long Island; farther seuth, it is very
common. It is & smaller bird than the White, measuring four feet
in lengtls,

Wild Swans are still found in the secluded northern Jakes of
this State, where they remain the whoele year round. Large
flocks, however, come from stiil farther north, and winter in the
Chesapeake, They have a whistle, which distinguishes then from
the mute species, which is much the most graceful. The lce-
landers are very partizl to the whistle of the wild swan, perhups
ecause they associnte it with the spring; and Mr. Nuttail sup-

- poses that it wns this note of theirs which led to the elassic fancy
of the song of the dying Swun. These birds are widely spread
over Europe and America, though our own variety differs slightly
from that of the Old World.

The Eider-Duck is another celebrated fowl with which we have
a passing acquaintance in this State. In very severe winters, a
few find their way from the northward, as far as the coast of
Long Island. They breed from Maine, north. They are hand.
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some birds, with much white in their plumage, nnd are very gen-
tle and familiar. Dr. De Kay thinks they might easily be do-
mesticated in this part of the country, The female plucks the
down from her own breast, for the purpose of muking a sofl nest
for her young; but ufter she hns laid a number of egys, these
and the dewn are both removed, the egos being very palutable.
The puatient ereuture then re-lines her nest with the last down on
her breast, and lays a few more egas; again both down and egpa
nre tuken by greedy man; the poor mother has now po more
down to give, so the male bird steps forward, nd the nest is
lined a third time, Two or three eggs are then Inid, and the
poor creatures are permitted to raise these—not from any kindly
fecling, but to lure them back to the same xpot agam the ful-
lowing year, for they like to haunt familiar ground,  Their nesis
are made of sea-weed and moss; Mr. Audubou saw many of
thene in Labrador. When the young are haiched. the mother
frequently cwrries them on her back to the water; and when
they ure once aflont, none of them return permancutly to the
land that season, The down is so very elastie, that a ball of it
‘held in the hand will expand and fill a foot-covering for u larpe
bed. It is always taken from the jive birds, if possible, that from
the dead bird being much less elustie; and for this reason, they
are seldom killed,

"Ihere are still two or three birds of old Furopean fume, or
otherwise interesting, found oceasionally in our neighborhoed : to
these we must give a8 word or two when we have leisure.

Wednesday, Gth.—Green and reddizh leaves are yet hanging
on the scarlet honevsuckles, the Greville und Beotch roses; and
8 few are also lefL on the little weeping-willow,
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The locust-trees are, as usual, full of brown pods: one of the
handsnmest in the village, & fine trec in size and form, might Le
supposed in withered lenf at a litide distance, every branch and
twig being loaded with pods. A drawing, taken at this mement,
would give the idea of a tree in leaf.  What a luxuriant mass of
flowers it must have borne last June! A good portion of these
pods will remain nn the tree all winter, for they fall very relue-
tantly ; and occasionally these old rusty shreds of a past year are
found among the fresh summer blossoms.  They have eertainly
no beauty, and yet they are rather pleasing in winter, reminding
one of the flowers the tree has borne,  The pods of the Avacix,
frequently called the Honey-locust, are handsome and very Jarge,
though the fower itself is instenificant: they are of a rich glossy
brown, with a spiral, curling turn, and twelve or filteen inches
long ; there are few on the tree, however, compared with the
common locust, and they full early.  The bids do not seem fo
eat the seed in these pods, which s a pity; they would be a tine
winter harvest for them about the villiges,

The old brown chestout-burs tipping the naked twigs here and
there, the blick shell of the hickory, also the open husk of the
stnall beech-nut dotting the trees, the swinging hulls of the sye-
amore, the sealy tufts on birch and alder, though dull and out
of season, are also pleasing from nssociation, and though claiming
little beauty in themselves, vary the naked branches agrecally.

A flock of wild ducks flew over the village to the lake, the only
birds we have seen for a fortnight.

Thursday, Fth—Mild rain again, with daork, dull sky.

Friday, Bth—Yery mild, and cloudy, but without rain.  In-

deed, it is almost warm ; people are complaining of lassitude, the

-
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air quite oppressive, and thermometer at $4, The grass quite green
again, in patches | cows feeding in some pastures,

Setrnrduy, 0th-—84ll same mild weather, with dark skies.

Alarge flock of tree-sparrows about the house this morning.
These birds come from the far north to winter here: they are not
so comupon with us, however, as the sno’wl)ird and the chicader,
The little crestures were looking for seeds and inseets amung the
bushes and on the ground, and they scemed to pick up glean-
ings here and there.  Though eunstantly Auttering abuut angeng
the honeysuckles, they passed the berries witheut tasting them;
and often, when birds have been flitting about in autunm when the
fruit of the honeysuckle looked bright and temipting, T bave oh-
served that it was left unlouched.  The birds do not like 3t The
blue bevries of the Virgisin creeper, on the eontrary, are favorite
food with many bivds, though puisenous to man.

The trev-sparcow i one of the Turgest and handsomest of s
tribe, its head being marked with o brichier bay than athers,
Upon its breast s & dark spot, as though it bore its eseutcheon
there.  When it first nrrives in November, it has a pleasant, lew
warble, and it may very possibly sing well in #ts summer haunts,
But our spurrows generally are not musical birds; the song-spar-
row is the most marked exception

This dull, cheerless winter day, while watching the sparrows
searching for food among the bare and naked branches, and on
the brown, eold earth, 1 was strongly impressed with the recol-
lection that these little creatures were chosen by their Maker to
teach us a most impertant lesson. The passage in the Holy Gus-
pelin which they have a place is very remarkadle, and is piven
to us by 8t. Matthew and 8t, Luke. The Evangehsts tell us that
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a great multitude of people were collected, and our blessed Lord
was pleased to address his disciples in their hearing. A caution
agunst hypoerisy was given, followed by a most solemn injunction
to fear God, and not man.

* But | will forewarn you whom ye shadl fear: Fear lim which,
after he hath killed, hath power to cast into hell; vea, I say nto
you, Fear him, Are not five aparrows s6id for two furthivae? gnd
not oue of them is forgotten before God, Bt ecven the very hairs
of your head are all numbered.  Fear nwot, therefure, ye are of
more palue than many sparrows.”  Such is the passage in the
Gospel of 5t. Luke.

In the Gospel of 8t. Matthew the same ncident is thus re-
lated ;

“ And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to
kill the soul, but rather fear him which is able to destroy both
soul and body in hell. .Are not two sparrotes sold far one furthing
and one of them shall not full to the ground withont your Father,
But the very hairs of your head are all numbered,  Fear ye not,
therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows.”

What a sublime view does it give us of the providence of God,
that not one of these little birds should fail to the ground un-
known to the Almighty Creator, that each one of these little
creatures, the humblest and most insianiticant of their race, is
heeded and remembered before God! This revelation of the direct
nature of Divine Providence is, indeed, mast precious and consol-
fog ; it is impossible to possess a stronger assurance of the merey,
and wisdom, and power of God, as exercized toward us, than is
given in these words of our Redeemer; and there is no other pas-
sage on this subject in Holy Seripturc so full and clear. K
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is one of the most extravagant follies of man that he constantly
avows opinions of the attributes of his Maker fashioned by his
own misvrable, puny faculties,  As if it were possible that we
should know aught of the Supreme Being bevend what He is
plensed to reveul to Tis creatures; and as i it were not a most
plain and rational daty te believe «ff that is revealed with our
whale powers of mind and soul!  Even sincere Christians, with
the weakness and nconsisteney of human nature, are too often
piutially guilty of the sume folly ; we are all wo often disposed in
practice, if not in theory, to measure the power, and wizdom, and
justice, and merey, ind love of our God, by our own pitful stand-
ard ; and yet, meanwhile, the blessed light of the Gospel is s<hin-
ing in all its fullness upon us, revealing great truths connected
with this most sacred subject, in the plainest words. Happy
would it be for man were he always content to know his gracious
Ged, only as he has made himself known to us, to reject every
iden of 1lis attributes which is not derived from Seripture, and to
cling with every energy of soul and body to the holy truths of
this nature vouchsafed to us in His word. This simple assur-
ance of the fullness and direetness of God's providence would,
in that case, prove n most blessed source of comfort to every
Christian heart, amid the trinls and sorrows of life; but it is
with this as with so many other instances, the boon is offered by
Ged, but # % rejected or neglected by man.  * The very hairs
of vour head are all numbered™—a stronger expression of tender
watehfulness could not be framed in human language; it convers
an idea quite bevond the reach of all human power.  And such
were the words of the Deity to sinful man: it was the holy voice

of the Redeemer which gave them utterance. It is true, this lan-
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guage was addressed to the first chosen disciples, men far holier
than we ; but all have been redeemed by the precious death of
Christ, and every human soul, therefore, may justly feel itseli to
be “of more value than many sparrows ;" not one is © forgolten
hefore God.”  We all, the most humble and insignifieant, may
find comfort in the pussage. Tt is remarkable that this revelation
of the direeiness of the providence of God, the oversight and
care bestowed by the Afmichty on the meanest of his ereatures,
and his tender watchfulness over his servants, shonld have heen
given when foretelling the grievous trials und persecutions which
awaited the chosen diseiples of the Lovd.  The same Gaod who
feeds the young ravens that ery unto him, sees also the falling
sparrow ; he sees the ovil, but permits it ; when sorrows and tronb-
les eome, they must be necessary in his sight for some good and
wise purpose—it may be that the evil we mouwrn is needed fo
some immediate personal end which we are too blind to pereeive,
or it may be required to strengthen, in the sight of men and
angels, some one of those great truths by which n universe is
governed. In either case, well does 1t bocome the sinful child of
man to suffer meckly : alas, that it should be =o difficult to “1ot
pitience have her perfect work!”  Let us at least always repel
the false, unfaithiul notion that we are ever, under the darkest eir-
cumstances, left to the blind dealings of chance, or fate, that we
are ever forgotten hefore our God!

It is very possible that the litle sparrows of Judea were flit-
ting about in the presence of our Lord at the moment thise gra-
cious words were spoken: ** Not a sparrow falleth to the ground
without your Father,—fear not, therefore, ye are of more value

than many sparrows.” These hirds were sold for less than one
1%
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cent of our money each; the Roman coin mentioned in the orig-
inal being in value one cent and a haif of our own copper, and
LWO Sparrows were sold for one of these, or, as St. Luke tells us,
five spavrows were sold for two farthings, Sparrows are sup-
posed to have been used in the temple for the eeremony of puri-
fring from leprosy, and were sold for that purpose.  This rits
was a singu]m‘ one: two birds were required ; one was killed with
peeuliar circumstances, the living bird dipped in its blond, and the
bloud then sprinkled seven times on the leper, after which the
priest *shall pronounce him clean, shall let the living bird loose
inta the open field.”  The flying away of the live bird, with
the blood upon bim, is supposed to be a tvpe of the Monement,
like the seape-goat driven inte the wilderness with the curre for
gin on his head.  Singular and obscure as some of these old Jew-
ish rites appear to the ]1::]\|1'u'1‘ Chrtstian, untlling can be more
clear than that cach beeame of high import and dignity from the
noment it was ;tppoinl\-d hy Divine suthority ; and if no common
sparrow falls to the ground witheut our ather in heaven, eore-
monies expressly ordained by Ifim, in which the humblest birds
were emploved is a means, must have heen of grave im[ml‘mnce.
and blessed effect to all who faithfully kept them. It has been
si[posed, that after healing the leper, as recorded by St Matthew,
chapter vill,, our Lord was pleased to order the man he had mi-
raculously cured, 1o fulfill this same ceremony, when lie bid him
“ Qo show thysell to the priest, and offer the gilt commanded by
Moses.™

The sparrvws of thix cantineni dilfer more or less from those
of the Old World, although, as a common, humble bird, their

character is very similar.  The Exropean sparrow is. at times, mis-
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chievous and troublesome, differing in this respect from ours,
which are all very harmless littte creatures.  With us they have
no price; they are neither bought nor sold ; their plumage, voies,
and flesh, having little to recommend them to the dangernus
favor of man, We have many varieties belonxing to different
seasons and situations ; all varying from the Eastern bird of the
same family.  ‘The plain little chipping-spatrows are good friends
with us all, found through the summer about every garden in the
eountry, the very tamest of our birds, ranning in the paths we
tread oursclves, and scarrely maving out of our wayv, ns we coms
and ga. The song-sparrow, very like the chipping-hird in size
and plumage, is ane of the enrliest of our singing-hirds,  We are
all familiar with its pleasing note; it is the enly one of it2 tribe
that has a fine voice. 7Then there is the swamp-sparrow, which
passes the summer along the water-courses of the Northern States,
and winters on the rice plantations of the South, The Savanaah,
or coast-sparrow, again, is chiefiv found near the sea-chore. 1t
is a pretty bird, but unknown among our hills.  The yellow-wing
is & small species, with a faint note, said to be the lenst nwmersus
of its family ; this autumn, however, we saw a litlle fluck flitting
about for half an hour among the shrubbery.  The feld-sparrow
is the smallest of all its tribe, and a migrtory bird here; it lives
more in the apen felds, and lesx along fences and hediges, than its
brethren.  The bay-wing, or grass-hird, agnin, is only seen in our
meadows in ﬁlln‘;n)l‘l’, though found theough the winter near New
. York. Al these varieties either nwer in smull parties in the
lower counties during the enld weather, or procecd to the South-
ern States, whence they return to as in the spring. HBut there

are four other species which come from the northward to winter
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with us, and return to still ecoler regions as the warm weather
approaches.  These are the white-throat, & pretty bird; the
white-erowned sparrow, more rare ; the fox-colored sparrow ; and
the tree-sparrow, like those we saw this morning. Thus at all
ceasoms these little creatures are nenr to tell us of the dircct and
immediate eare of Providence ; they run about our doors as we
come in and go out; they rise from their grassy nests in the open
fielld ; they sing to us from the thickets and bushes: we find
them by the bank of the river; on the sea-shore; and as one
party goes with the falling leaves of autumn, they are sueceeded
by others who perch among the naled branches, and remain
through the cheerless winter.  Each of these humble flocks as it
erosses our path, whether in the storm or in the sunshine, may
remind us of the same sublime truth, that they and we are ever
under the eare nf our merciful Father in heaven, never forgniten
helure God.

AMonday, 11th.—Very mild, A dull day closed with a cheer-
ing sunsct; the elouds, in waving folds of gray, covered the whole
heavens; but us the sun dropped low, he looked in upon us, and
immediately the waves of vapor were all tinged with red, dark
and rich beyond the pines of Sunset [ill, and paler, but stilt
flushed, to the farthest point of the horizon.

Another litle sparrew flow past us, ss we were walking this
afternoon.

Tuesday, 12th—ld, but cooler; frost ln:i night. Long
walkin the woods.  Much green fern still in many places, although
itis no longer erect. We have had only one fal of snow, and
that a light one; hut the fern is already tying on the ground,

prostrate, as in spring.  Adjoining these fresh leaves of the dif-
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ferent ferns, there are large tufts of the same kind completely dry
and withered, though it is not easy to see why there should be
this differenee.  Can it be the younger fronds which are more
tenactous of life? Gathered a fine bunch of the searlet berries,
of the dragon-arom, as bright as in September. The ground-
laurel 38 in flower-bud, and the buds are quite full.  Many trees
and plants are budding.

An old hemlock had fallen across the highwuy very near the
same spot where another large tree fell also across the road, not
long since.  There are so many dead and decaying trees in our
Ameriean woods, that, of & windy duy, they often fall.  Home
persons are afraid {o go in the forest when there i a high wind,
but often as we walk there, .we have never seen one fall.

Wednesday, 13th.—Lovely dav: mild and cloudless,  Walked
on Mount

The lake very beautiful as we louked down upon
it; clear light blue, enciveled by the brown lulis,

No birds, At this season one may often pass through the
wools without seeing a feathered thing; and yet wuodpeckers,
blue-jays, and crows are there by the score, besides snow-birds,
chicadees, sparrows, and winter-wrens, perhaps: but they do not
seem to cross one's path.  The larger hirds are pever active at
this season, but the snow-bird and chicadee are full of life,

Thurelay, 14th.—Mild, plensant day, Aguin we hear news

of the panther: a very respectable man, a farmer, livine a mile

that he
was returning quite late at night from the villice, when he was

or two from the village, on the luke shore, tells

startled by hearing a wild sort of cry in the wonds, above the
road, sounding as though it came from Rock Hill; he thought at

first it was & woman crving in a wailing kind of way, and was on
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the poiat of turning back and following the sound, but the ery
was repeated several times, and hie thought, alter all, it was not a
woman's votee, A few duys later, as his litde boys were eross-
ing & picce of wonds on the top of ClLfl {lill, they heard n
strunge cry at no great distance, sounding comething like a wo-
man's volee | they answered the voice, when the sound wis ye-
prated several times in a strange way, which disturbed the little
fellows so effectually, that they turned buek and ma nearly a
mile, until they reached the farm-house, very mueh frightened.
Both the farmer and the bovs, in this case, are a very quict. steady
set, not at all likely to tnvent a tale of the kind. b really looks
as if the creature were in the neigliborhoud, strange s it may
seem. It so happened, that only & day ar two hefore the boys
heard the ery in the Cliff woods, we were erossing that very ground
with one of them, never dreaming of a panther being near us;
if it were readly there at the time, one would have liked to have
eaught a glimpse of it—just near enouvh to decide the point,
and to boast for the rest of one's days of having met & real
live panther in our own woods! Dad as their reputstion is,
they seldom, I believe, attack human heings unless exasperated ;
and of course we should have been satisfied with a distant and
brief interview; for no doubt we should have been very heartily
frightened.

Friday, 15th.—We return to the birds of more than commen
interest,

The Bald Eagle ean searcely he catled n mwve bird with us, for
in some parts of the country it is very common; at other points,
however, i is not often seen.  We Americans all have a national

interest in this pawerful bird ns the emblem of aur country, and
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yet few among,us know much about him, He is frequently sup.
posed to be peculiar te this continent : according to ornithologists,
such is not the ease; heis found in the porthern purts of the
Old Hemisphere also.  He is much more rare, however, in lu-
rope than in the Western World, and what is sinzular, he is chietly
confined there to extreme northern l'l-_r,;inns,.\\'hile it s rather the
temperate and warmer ¢limates of this continent which he affeets,
Only two instances are known where this eagle has visited Centeal
Europe ; in America, they are found from Labrador to the Gulf
of Mexico, but they are most. common within the milder Intitudes
of that space,

The Bald Eagles are mnre numerous alung our eeast than in
the interior; their fondness for fish draws them to the sea-shore,
Their singular habit of exacting tribute from the Osprey is well
known, and is a speetacle very frequently seen along the enast,
where the Fish-Hawks are most ecommon.  The Eagle sit< wateh-
ing upon a naked timb of some tall tree near the water, while the
Fish-Hawk is soaring at the height of a hundred feet or more
above the waves in quest of prey; as soon as the Hawk has dived
and nrizen with a fish in its talons, then the Eagle leaves his perch
and pursues the luckless Osprey, with threats so well understood,
that the fish is dropped, the Eagle sinks, und seizing it as it falls,
carries it off to bis haunts in the woods, where he mukes his meal.
In New York, the Bald Lagle is mast eammuon along the Sound,
on Leng Island, and also abeut Ningarn: but he is no stranger
to any part of the country, They are lrequently seen sornng
over the Highlands near West Point,  Now and then one is ob-
served hovering over our own little lake, Their fisherman, the

Oaprey, also visits the interior, following our larger rivers to their
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head-waters; but here, one of their nests is a rarity, while on the
coast, Mr. Wilson once counted twenty within a mile,

The Bald Eagles build their nest in a tall tree, perhaps a pine,
or farther south, it may be a cypress.  They first lay a sort of
floor of large sticks severul feet in length; over this are placed
sods of earth, hay, moss, sedge-grass, pine-tops, &c., &c. This
eyry continues to be used as long as the tree lusts, and when their
old homestend has been destroved, they will often take possession
of an adjoining tree, rather than abandon the neighborliood. They
resort to their nest constantly as a dwulling, at all times, r('p:liring
it when necessary, until the pile rises to the height of five or six
feet, with a breadih of four or five feet.  The mother-bird begins
to lay i February; und it is said that while the first brood is half
fledued, she Jays other egas, which the youny birds help to hateh
by their warmth.  Whether this is really true or not, one cannot
Sﬂ_".

Besides fish, these Eagles prey upon ducks, geese, gulls, nnd
all kinds of water-fowls; at times, they feed upon lambs, pigs,
fawns, and even dreer. Mr. Awdubon gives a very spirited ae-
count of their hunting the wild swan, the male and female in com-
pany. Two instunees are recorded in which infants liuve been
seized by these powerful hirds, one accurring i Georgia, and
given by Mr. Nattall, the other huppening in New Jersey, and
related by Mr. Wilson.  In the fimst instance, the child is said to
have been carried five miles, Lo (he evTy of the bird ; it was im-
mediately followed, but the poor creature was afready dead.  n
the last ense, the child was seized as it was plaving by its moth-
er's side, while she was weeding in her garden; a sudden rushing

sound, and & scream from the child, alarmed the woman: she
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started up, and saw her baby thrown down and dragged several
feet by a Bald Eagle, when happily the infant’s dress gave way,
and the bird rose, carrying off a frugment of it in his tulons. The
length of these birds is three feet; extent of wings, seven feet
The female, as usual with birds of prey, is the Jargest and most
daring.  They are not at all baid, as their name would imply,
but, in fact, hoary-headed : the plumage of the whole head and
neck being white; the tail and wing-coverts are also white; the
rest of the plumage is chiefly brown; the legs and bill are of a
golden yellow.

There is anolther gigantic fishing Eagle, called the Washington
Eayle, a very rare bird, deseribed hr Mr, Audubon as decidedly
larger; its length is three fect seven inches; extent of wings, ten
feet two inches. They build upen the rocks along the Upper
Mississippi.

Long may the Bald Eagle continue to be the national emblem
of a vigorous and a united people, as long as the bird soars over
the broad land! Tt must prove a dark hour for the country when
either wing is maimed, There are aiways, in every communiiy,
in public as in private [fife, thase wha are not afraid to assume n
character which the wize man has declared * an ahomination ™ in
the sight of their God ; yes, this churacter “doth the Lord hute”
—he that soweth discord among brethren.”

If, in the subject of a monarchy, loyalty to the sovereign be n
just and & generous sentiment,—and most assuredly it is so,—still
more noble in character is the nature of that lovalty which has
for object a sacred bond, uniting in one family the beating hearts,
the active spirits, the iniclligent minds of millions of men; breth-
ren in blood and in faith!
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Shall such & bond be severed by distempered passions 7 Let
us be on aour guard, lest the evil be brought about by small an-
tagonist parties whose sympathies are not loval to the nation at
lavge,  History may teach uvs that small parties are often very

dangerous, and nowhere more so than in republics,

* £ - * * * *

It is well known that we have in the scuthera parts of the
country & member of the Parrot tribe, the Carolina Parakeet,
It is a handsome bird, and interesting from being the only one of
tts fumily met with in a temperate elimate of the Northern Hemis-
phere.  They ave found in great numbers as far north as Virginia,
on the Atlantic coast; bevond the Alleghanies, they spread them-
selves much further {o the northward, being frequent on the
banks of the Chio, and in the neighborhood of 8t. Louis.  They
are even found along the Hlinois, nearly as far north as the shoves
of Lake Michican.  They fly in flocks, noisy and restless, like all
their brethren ) their coloring is green and orange, with a shade
of red about the head. In the Southern States their flesh is
enten, Greatly to the astonishment of the good people of Al-
bany, a largre Hoek of these hirds appeared in their neighborhood
in the year 1705. It is 8 well-anthenticated fact, that & flock of
Parikeets were observed some twently-five miles to the northward
of Albany during that vear; so that we have a rizht to number
them among our rare visitors, They have been repeatedly seen
tn the valiey of the Juniata, in Pennsylvania.  Birds are frequent-
ly carricd about aguinst their will by gnles of wind ; the Stormy
Petrels, for instance, thoroughly aquatic as they are, have been
found, occasionally, far inland. And in the same way we must
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account for the visil of the Parakeets to the worthy Knickerbock-
ers about Albany.

But among all the birds which appear from time to time within
our horders, there is not one whicl, in its day, has atteacted so
much attention and euriosity as the [bis—the sacred 1bis of Egvpt,
There were two birds of this family worslipped by the Egvptians
~—the white, the most sacred, and the black.  Yor a lony time,
the fearned were greatly puzzled to identify these birds ; but at
length the question was fully settled by MM, Cuvier and Savig-
ny; and we now find that the lhis of both kinds, instead of being
peculiar to Egvpt, extends far over the world, There ure two
old paintings discovered amung the ruins of Herculineum, repre-
senting Egyptian sacrifices of importance, and in ench several
Ibises ave introduced close to the altar and the priest.  The rev-
erence in which the 1bis was hield in Egvpt seems, indeed, to have
been carried as far as poassible: it was declared pre-cminentiy
sacred ; its worship, unlike that of other divinitics among them,
wus not Jocal, but extended throughout Evvpt; the priests de-
clared that if the Gods were to take a mortal form, it would be
under that of the lbis that they would appear; the water in the
temple was only considered fit for religious purpeses after an Ihis
had drunk of it. These birds were nurtured in the temples, and 11
wias death for a man to kill one.  Even their dead hodies, as we
all know, were embalmed by the thousand,  The motive for this
adoration was suid to be the great servics rendered to Egvpt by
these birds, who were supposed to devour certiin winged ser-
pents, and prevent their devastating the country. M. Charles
Bonaparte supposes that this fable arose from the fact that the

1bis appesred with the favorable winds which preceded the raing
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and inundation of the Nile, So much for the fables which con-
ferred such high honors upon the Ihis,

In replity, these birds, so far from heing confined to Egvpt,
are found in various parts of the world. In the Southemn States
of the Union, particularly in Florida and Louisiuna, they are quite
numercus ; and they are found aceasionally as far north as the
shores of Long Island.  They are said to iy i .arge flacks, and
feed upon eray-tish and =small frv. Ornithologists place them
between the (Curlew and the Stork, It is sad that sometnmnes,
during o gale or a thunder-storm, large flocks of them are secn
in movement, turning and wheeling in the air, when their brilliant
“white plumage produces a very fine effect amid the dark clowls,
The While 1his is twenty-three inches in length, and thirty-seven
neross the wings,

The Black 1his was considered as confined to particular spots in
Egvpt.  1n reality, however, this hird is much the greater wan-
derer of the two; it is found in Europe, Asia, Afriea, Aus-
tralia, and Ameriea. Tt is said to be more rare on the coast of
this Mate than the White This, Their annuad migration over Eu-
rope is described by the Prince of Canino as extending usually
from the 8. W_ to the N. E_; they pass from Narbary to Corsien,
and through Italy, toward the Caspian Sea, where they breed.
In the nortl: and west of Europe they are rare, though for several
seasous & flock has bred in the Baltic.  In Fyvypt it remains from
Qctober to Mareh, and, ne longer sacred, they are sold there in
the markets. The Glossy, or Black [bis, is twenty-three inches
in length,

These Ibises are said to be all dull. stupid birds, quite harmless,
and not timid. They live in flocks, but puir for life. They have
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an'expert. way of tossing up the sheli-fish, worms, d&e., &c., npon
which they feed, and catching the object in their throat as it
falls. Their stomachs have greater strength than their bills, for
they swallow lurge shells which they cannot break. 'The nest is
built oa high trees ; the female alune sits on her two or three egr,
but the male feeds her, and the young ulso, the lust requiring
eme a long time, Their gait is said to be cigmified; large par-

_ties often moving together in regular order. Their flight is heavy,
but they soar high, and remain long on the wing,  The first ob-
served on our coast was shot at Great Egg IHarbor, in May,
1817; since then others have been killed from time to time,
as far north as Boston. So much for this noted bird, worshipped
by that * wisdom of the Egyptians” in which Moses was nstruct.-
ed, and which he rejected for that purer faith whick each of us
should bless God for having preserved among men, in &pite of the
weak and wavering apostasy to which our fallen race is proue,

It is rather singular that we should bhave within the limits of
this northern provinee three noted objects of Eovptian adorstion,
at least in each instance we have a elosely-allied species : the Lbis,
both white and black, among their sacred birds; the Nelumbo,
akin to the Lotus, among their sacred plants ; und the humble,
ball-roiling beetle, closely allied to their Scarabzeus.

Suturday, 16th.—Very mild, but half-cloudy day. We have
had rather more dark skies this last weck or two than is usual
with us. The mornings have often been gray and lowering until
eight o'clock, though we have never kaown candles used here
after sunrise, even during the darkest days.

It is a busy time with the fainers, who are killing their pork,
which makes a great deal of work within doors also; housekeep-
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ers have many things to lock after just now, The position of an
Americun housewife s rarcly, indecd, a sinecure, but in the
country there is always a much larger share of responsibility at-
tached to the office than in towns, In rural life, baking and ¢l
ing, the pastry and cukes, curing hams, and preparing sausages,
pickling and preserving, laying down egos and butter, and even
making the coarser soaps and candles of the family, are included in
her department.  In towns all these things ure found for eash or
credit, at the groeers, or bakers, ar confectioners.  Of course,
when the pork s brought in, there is & great deal to be done:

some pork is to be corned ; hams, and jowls, and bacon are to be

“looked after; suusigre mont, head cheese, and soused pigs’ feet,

must be prepared,

Balt and smoked meats of ull kinds are very much used in
this country, more so, probably, than in any part of Europe at the
present day, This sort of food made a large portion of the houses
hold stock in former ages ; four or five hundred years ago fresh
meat was only eaten at certain svasons,  Beef, and mutton, and
even peese, were regularly killed for salting in the autwmn, and
laid by &y winter provisions. .\t present the umount of salted
and smoked food eaten in Europe is much smaller.

With us, purticularly in the eountry, few meals are made with-
out some dizh of this kind, either breakfust, dinner, or tea:
amoked fish, ov broiled or cold ham, for instance, in the morning ;
ham, or bucon, or tongue, or corned beef, or it may be corned
pork, for dinner; und chipped smoked beef, or tongue, for tea,
Towards spring, in many villages and hamlets, it is not easy to
procure a supply of fresh meat; and sait provisions of all kinds

become not only the morcean de résistance, but also the hors
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douvre, It is talked of, in village parlance, as the Aumi-und-cqg
season, because at this time butchers are not ta be depended on,
A few years since such was the case here, hut af prescnt we
are better supplicd. As for country taverns, it may be doubt-
ed if they ever set a table without ham, broiled or fried, with
egyes also, if possible,  During an excursion of ten days, the sum-
mer before i.;ml, in the southern counties, we had but one meal
without ham, and frequently it was the only meat on table.  The
Wandering Jew would have fured badly in this part of the world,
especiully if Le moved out of sight of the railroads,

There are snid to be more hogs in the Umited States than in
all the different countries of Europe together, w0 that a traveller
cuglit not to be surprised when he meets these saimals in the
handsomest streets of our largest towns, as he may do any day.
Probably we should be a more healthy nation if we were to eat
beef and mutton, where we now cat pork.

It is not improbable that this taste for sult and smoked food
generally, may be owing to the early colonial habits, when the
supply of fresh meats, with the exception of game, must have
been small; and the habit once formed, may Lave becore hered-
itary, as it were.

Monday, 18th, T o'clock, a. sm.—Lovely, soft morning. The
valley lies cool and brown in the dawning light, a beautiful sky
hanging over it, with delicate, rosy, sun-rise cluuds loating here
and there amid the Iimpid biue. 1t will be an hour yet before the
sun comes over the hill ; at this season its rays scarcely touch the
village reofs before eight, leaving them in shadow again a little

after {our.

How beautiful are the larger pines which crown the eastern hill at
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this moment! ‘Thess noble trees always look grandly against the
morning ind evening sky; the hills stand so near us on either
side, and the pines are of such a height and size, that we sce
them very clearly, their limbs and foliage drawn in dark relief
against the glowing sky.

Tuesday, 10th,— Most charming day; all but too warm,
Thermometer 66.  Long walk over the hills. The farmers say
winter never comes unti] the streams are full; thev have been
very low all through the autumn, but now they are filled to the
brim. The river shows more than usual, winding through the
leafless valley.  This is in truth a protracted Indian summer: mild
airs, with soft, hazy sunshine. Dandelions are in full flower by
the road-side ; cows and sheep are feeding in the pastures.  They
are ploughing on many farms ; the young wheat-ficlds are beau-
tiful in vivid verdure.

In the wouds we found many green things ; ull the mozses and
little evergreen plants are beautifully fresh; many of the feather
mosses are in Aower,  The pipsissiwa and ground-laurel are in
bud; the last bas its buds full-sized, and the ealyx opening to
show the tips of the flowers, but these are only faintly touched
with pink on the edye; unfolding them, we found the petals stifl
green within. 1t is very possible that some violets muy be in
flower here and there, although we did not see any; but the au-
tumn before last violets were gathered here the first days in De-
cember, though generally, this month is whelly flowerless in our
neighhorhood.

We passed a cart standing in the woods, well londed with Christ-
mus grreens, for our parish church.  Pine and- hemlock are the

branches commenly used among us for the purpose; the hemlock,
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with its flexible twigs, and the grayish revorse of its foliage, pro-
duces a very pretty effect. We contributed a basket-full of
ground-pine, both the erect and running kinds, with some glitter-
ing club-maoss, and glossy pipsissiwa, for cur share; it is not every
year that we can procure these more delicate plants, as the snow
is aften too deep to find them. Neither the holly, the cedar, the
arbor vitee, the eypress, or the laurel, grows in our immediate
neighborhood, so that we are limited to the pine and hemiock,
These two trees, however, when their branches are Interwoven
are very well adapted for Christmas wreaths.

Wednesduy, 20th.—Cooler ; the air more chilly, Walked in
the afternoon. Gray gnats were stil dancing here and there.
Found a merry party of chicadees in the onk by the mill bridge;
their cheerful note falls pleasantly on the ear at this sileat senson,

Thursduy, 2tst. —Mild, but snowing & little; we may yet have
steighing for Christmas.

Tt is a very busy time within doors just now ; various important
labors connected with Christmas cheer are going on.  Cake-jurs
are filling up with crullers, flat, brown, and erisp; with dough.
nuts, durk, full, and round; with raisined olecckes, with spicy,
New-Year cookies, all cakes belonying to the season. Waflles,
soft and hard, make their appearance on the tea-tables ;| mince-

pies, with their heavy freight of rich materials, are getting under :

way : and cranberries are preparing for tarts, Ducks and tur-
- keys arc fattening “in the poultry-yards ; inquiries are heard after
any grouse or woodeock that have been shot on the hills; after
any salmon-trout, or bass, that muy have been caught in the
luke. Calves-head soup and calves’-foot jellies are under con-

sideration ; and fresh oysters are arriving in the villawe from the
19



484 RURAL HOURS.

coast by scores of kegs; in shorl, the activity in the rural house
keepers's department is now 3¢ its height.  But at this busy sea-
son, during these Christmas preparations, the female Vatel is sup-
ported and cheered by a sort of heliday feeling which pervades the
whole house ; there is 8 dawn of the kindliness and good-will belong-
ing to Christmas perceptible in kitchen and pantry; the eyws are
beaten mare briskly, the sugnr and butter are stirred more readily,
the mince-meat is chopped more heartily than on any other ne-
casion during the year. A pleasant reflectinn this, and one upon
whicl it is sometimes necessary to fall back for consolation when
the pies are a little burnt in the buking, and the turkey proves
rather tough after boiling.

But the larder, though an impartant item, is very far from be- -
ing the only ahject of attention in these Christmas tuxks,  Greens
are put up in some houses.  Santa Claus must also be looked
after. His pouch und pack must be well filled for the little peo-
ple. Hoary heads, wise and gray, are just now constdering the
merits of this or that mursery-book; weighing sugar-plums and
candies ; examining puppets and tovs,  Dolls are being dressed by
the secore, not only your wux and paste-board beaunties, such as
may be scen in every toy-shop window, but also other members
of the doil family which are wholly of domestic wanufacture, such
as those huge babies of cotton and linen, almost as arge as the
live baby in the ¢radle, with pretty painted faces, and soft, supple
. Jimbs. These *“rag-babies,” as they are sometimes called in the
nursery— Moppels, as we are instructed to name them by great
dictionaries — are always pets with little mammas; no other
dolls are loved so dearly and so constantly as these. Look a1 some

motherly little creature as she pets and fondles this her chief-
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treasure ; note her agony as that teasing young rogue of an eldor
brother threatens death and torlure to her darling, and you will
soon discover that, of all her numerous family, shapeless, elumsy
Moppet has the Jargest place in that warm little heart of hers,
Next to these great cloth babies, black Dinalis are the greatest
pets in the nursery. It is surprising what a fancy children have
for a biack fece; nay, it is more than a funcy, it is a very positive
affection.  Whether it is that the negroes, with the checful
kindliness which uswally marks their good-hearted race, have an
art of their own in winuing little hearts or not, one eannot say ;
but it is well known that & black nurse is almost always a fuver-
ite, These Dinahs of black moroceo are, thercfore, cherished
among the doll family as representatives of the dark face children
fove so well; they are supposed to be takivg vers good cire of
those white linen babiss in the little cmadle,

But it is not ouly older fingers which are at work ; many little
slips of womankind are now busily engnged upon some nice pieees
of work for papas and mammas, grandfithers and grandmathers,
Many are the deep mysteries concerning such matters cleverly
concealed just now under an innocent expression— mysteries which
Christmas-eve will unfold.  And now, as the day draws on apace,
all sorts of work, bugs, purses, slippers, mittens, what-nats, &e.,
&ec., are getting a more finished look every hour. The work-table
is getting more and more crowded.  Things wear a very different
aspect from the languid, listless, make-believe appearanee of sum-
mer labors of the same kind; all are in earnest now, great and
small, old and young; there is not & moment to spare, Christmas
is at band! And the thoughi that it is so,
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"L . . fets s keener edge
On female indudlry ; the threaded steel
Flica swiftly, and unfielt the tazk proceeds.”

Friduy, 224 —It is snowing decidedly. We shall doubtless
have sleirhing for the holidays.

Saturduy, 23d.—Winter in its true colors at last; a brighe,
fine day, with a foot of snow lIving ou the earth. Last night the
thermometer foll to 82 above zero, and this morning a narrow
border of ice appeared along the lake shore.

Sleighs are out for the first time this winter; and, as usual, the
good people enjoy the first sleighing extremely,  Merry bells are
jingling through the village streets; cutters and sleihs with guy
parties dashing rapidly about.

It is well for Santa Claus that we have snow, [f we may be-
lieve Mr, Moore, who has seen him nearer than most people, he

travels in & mininture sleigh “ with cight tiny rein-deer:”

B Now Dasher, now Llancer!  Neow Prancer, nuw Vizen!
On Cupid, on Cornet ! On Dunner and Rlixen!
Now dnzh away, dash away, desh away oli!
A leaves, that before the wild arricane fy,
When they meet with an obstacle mount to the sky;
So up to the house-tnp the eoursers they flew,
With Ihe sleigh full of taye, and 3t Nicholns too:
Apd then in & twinkling T heard on the raof,
The pawing aud prancing of ench little hoof.”

The domain of Santu Claus has very much extended itself since
his carliest visits to the island of Manhattan, when he first alighted,
more thun two hundred years ago, on the peaked roofs of New
Amsterdam, and made his wity down the ample chimneys of those
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days. In this part of the country he is very well known,  One
has regular applications on Christinas-eve for permission to hang
up stockings about the ehbimney for Santa Claus to fill; Sunday- 1
scholars and other little folk come stocking in hand as a matier of
course, and oceasionally grown persons fullow their example, It
seems at first rather singular that Santa Claus should especially
favor stockings and chimneys; one cannoct casily acerunt for the
fancy; but a notion of this sort has spread far and wide. In

"France the children put their shoes on the hearth Christmas-eve,
with the hope that during the night they will be filled with sugar-
plums by the *Bon-Homme Noel,” who is evidently a twin
brother of SBanta Claus, But these are matters in which experi- i
ence scts reason at defiance.  The children will all tell you that
Santa Claus comes down the chimney—in this part of the world
he will even squeeze through a stove-pipe—and that he fills
stockings with good things, always looking after that particular
part of their wardrobe, though swhy he should do so remuins a
mystery yet unfathomed, Tt seems a silly notion, perhaps, 1f
you belong to the wondrous-wise school, you will probably de-
spize him for it ; a sensible man, vou will say, would put the sugar
plums in the ehild’s pocket, or lenve them with the parents, No
doubt of it; but 8anta Claus is not a sensible man; he is o funny,
jolly littie old Dutchman, and he and the childien understand each
other perfectly well. Some of us believe that he comes down
the chimney expressly to make wise people open their eves at the
absurdity of the thing, and fills stockings beeause you would
never dream of doing so yourself; and there caunot be a doubt
that the little people had much rather receive their tovs and

sugar-plums by the way of the chimney than through the door,
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and that they find 2 far more delighiful to pull treasure after
treasure from the stocking thun to take them in a matter-of-fact
way from the hands of their respected parents.

SBome people use barsh language toward our old friend ; they
call him an impostor, and even nceuse him of being, under fulse
eolors, an enemy of the little folk; they say he misleuds (hem.
Not he, indeed; e s just as fur from desiring to deceive his lictde
friends as Mother Goose, or the historian of Jack the Giant-killer,
and little Red Riding Hood; such an idea never enters his head,
Moreover, if he tried it, he would fuil.  Children are not so easily
deceived as you think for; in all simple matters, all that comes
“within their own sphere of judgment, the little ercatures have a
remarkable instinet which guides them with the nicest tact in
deciding upon the true and the false.  They know, for instance,
who loves them, and who only makes believe; they understand
fully thut this friend must be respected and obeyed. while that

one can be trifled with all day longe; they feel they can trust A——

with the whole confidence of their Ioving little hearts, and B
is an individual of whom they have a very indifferent opinion,
thourh they do not choose, perhaps, to express it n words,  As
for Santa Cla-us, they understund him well enough; they fecl his
kindness and they respect his reproofs, for these are alwayvs made
with justice; they know he is a very great friend of clildren, and
chief counsellor of papas and mammis; they are perfectly sure
he will come to-night, and that their stockings will be filled by
him. Tom is a little afraid he will bring & new birch twig with
him, and Dessie has some feiars of a great bitter pill to cure her
of erying; still, they would not have him stay away for the

f-)

world, and they go to sleep to dream of him,  Bul at this very
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moment, i vou were Lo siepinto the narsery and tell Tom and
Bessie that Santa Claus is in the next room, and wishes to see
them, they would not Lelieve you.  If you were to repeat the
assertion, it is probuble that Bessie would reprove you for telling
a story, and FTom might go so far as to enter into a logical dis-
quisition on the subject, informing you that nobady ever seces
Santa Cluus, for the reason that there is no such person; who
ever heard of an old man’s driving up the side of & house, over
the roof, and down the chimney! Buch things can’t be donc;
he knows it very well, Neverthe}éss, next year Tom and Bessie
will be just as eager as ever for a visit from Santa Claus, and they
will continue to think his sugar-plums the sweetest, and his toys
the most delightlul of all that are given to them, until they have
quite done with toys and sugar-plums—with those of the nursery,
at least, Happy will it be for the little people if they never have
a worse encmy, 8 worse friend either, among their acquuintances,
whether real or fictitious. In fact, there is no more danger that
the children should believe in the positive existence of Santa
Claus, than there is a probability of their believing the Christmas-
tree to grow out of the tea-table. We should be careful, how-
ever, to make them understand every Christmas, that the good
things they now receive as children are intended to remind them
of far better gilts bestowed on them and on us.

But most of the wisest people in the Jand know little moro
about Santa Claus than the children. There is a sort of vague,
moonlight mystery still surrounding the real identity of the ol
worthy. Most of us are satistied with the authority of pure un-
alloyed tradition going back to the burghers of New Amsterdam,

more especiully now that we have the portrait by Mr. Weir,
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and the verses of Professor Moore, as eonfirmation of nursery
lore. Itis only here and there that one finds a ray of light fall-
ing upon something definite.  We are told, for instance, that
there was many lundred years agn, in the aze of Constantine, a
saintly Bishop by the name of Nicholas, at Putara, in Asia Minor,
renowned for his picty and charity, In the course of time, some
strange legends spraug up concerning him; among other acts of
merey, he was supposed to have restored to Iife two lads who
had been murdered by their treacherous host, and it was probably
awing to this tradition that he was considered the especial friend
of children. When the Dominican fraternity arose. about 1200,
they selected him as their patron saint. He was also—and is,
indeed, to this day—held in great honor by the Greek Church in
Russia. He was considered as the especial patron of scholars,
virging, and seamen, Possibly, it was through some connection
with this last class that he acquired such influence in the nur-
serics of Holland.,  Among that nuutical race, the patron samnt of
sen-faring men must have been often invoked before the Reforma-
tion, by the wives and children of those who were far away on
the stormy seas of Africa and the Indies, The festival of St,
Nicholus fell on the 6th of December, but a short time before
Chriztmas, Tt seems that the Duteh Reformed Church engaged
in a revision of the Calendar, at the time of the Reformation, by
a regular court, examining the case of each individual canonized
by the Church of Rome, something in the way of the usual pro-
ceedings at a canonization by that Church.  The claims of the
individual to the honors of a saint were advanced on one hand,
and opposed on the other. It is said that wherever they have

given a decision, it has always been against the claimant,  But in
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& number of instances they have left the case still open to mves-
tigation to the present hour, and amony other cases of this kind
stands that of Sanctus Klass, or St. Nicholus. In the mean
time, until the question should be finally settled, his anniversary
was to be kept in Holland, and the children, in the little hymn
they used to sing in his honor, were permitted to nddress him as
“ goedt keyligh man’—good holy man. It appears that it was
not 5o much at Christmas, as on the eve of his own festival, that
he was supposed to drive his wagon over the roofs, and down
the chimneys, to fill littke people’s stockings, For these fuets,
our authority is the Benson Memoir. A number of yeurs stnee,
it may be thirty or furty, Judgo Benson, so well known to the
old New Yorkers as the highest authority upon ull Dutch chip-
ters, had a quantity of regular ' cookies' made, and the little hymn
said by the children in honer of St. Nicholus, printed in Duteh
and sent a supply of each as a Christimas present to the children
of his particular friends. DBut though we have heard of this
hymn, we have never yet been able to meet with it.  Probably it
is slill in existence, amonyg old papers in some garret or store-
room.

Strange indeed has been the two-fold metamorphosis under-
gone by the pious, ancient Bishop of Patara. We have covery
reason to believe that there once lived a saintly man of that name
and charitable character, but, as in many other cases, the wonders
told of him by the monkish legends are too ineredible to be re-
ceived upon the evidence which nccompanies them. ‘Then later,
in & day of revolutions, we find every claim disputed, and the
pious, Asistic bishop appears before us no longer a bishop, no

longer an Asiatic, no longer connected with the ancient world,
1o
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but a sturdy, kindly, jolly old burgher of Amsterdam, balf
Dutchman, half “spook.”™  The legend-mukers of the cloister
on one hand, the nurses and gossips of Duteh nurseries, black
and white, on the other, have made strange work of it, It would
be difficult to persunde the little people now that * Santa Claus”
ever had a reul existence; and yet, perhaps, we ought to tell
them that there was once a saintly man of that name, who did
many such pood deeds as all Christians are commanded ta do,
works of love and mercy. At present they can only fancy Sun-
ta Claus as Mr. Moore has seen him, in thase pleasant, funny

verses, which are so highly relished in our nurseries :

“ Hia ayes, how they twinkled ! flis disoples, how moerry !
His cheeka were like roses—his nose like a cherry;
His droll litlle wouth wawk drawn up like o bow,
And the beanl on his ehin was as white 23 the snow.
The atump of & pipe e hebd tight i Lis tecth,
And the smoke it cncireled lis head like a wreath,
He had o broad fhee, and a liktle, round belly,
That shook, when be Jaughed, like & bowl full of jelly 3
He was chubby amd plorop, o right jolly old eIf;
And I laughed, when I saw him, in spite of myself.”

Monday, 25th, Christmas-day.—There is & saying in the vil-
lage that it always rains here on Christmas ; and, as if to prove it
true, there is a heavy mist hanging upon the hills this morning,
with rain falling at intervals in the valley, But even under a
cloudy sky, Christmas must always be a happy, cheerful day ; the
bright fires, the fresh and fragrant greens, the friendly gifts, and
words of good-will, the “ Merry Christmas’ smiles on most faces
one meets, give a warm glow to the day, in spite of a dull sky,

and make up an humble accompaniment far the exalted assockn.
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tions of the festival, as it is celcbrated in solemn, public worship,
and kept by the hearts of believing Chiistians.

The festival is very generally remembered now in this country,
though more us a social than a religious holiday, by all those who
are opposed to such observances on prineiple, In large townsitis
almost universally kept. In the villuges, however, bui few
shops are closed, and only one or two of the half dozen places of
. worship are opened for service, 8till, everybody recollvcts that
it is Christmas ; presents are made in ali families ; the children go
from house to house wishing Merry Christmas; and probably few
who call themselves Christians allow the day to pass withont
giving a thought to the sacred event it commemorates, as they
wish their friends & * Merry Christmas.”

Merry Christmas! Some people have found fault with the
phrase, they consider the epithet of merry as ill-judged, when
applicd to this great holiday; but that is a notion that can only
arise from a-false conception of its meaning ; to quarrel with it,
they must supposc it to convey the idea of disorder, and riot,
and folly. 1t is, however, i‘ll‘l fact, a good Saxun adjective, used
by some of the oldest and best writers in the langunge, as a
synonyme for sweet, pleasant, chicerful, gladsome ; Cluucer and
others apply it in this sense, Hundreds of years ago our English
forefathers talked affectionately of their native land as * merrie
Englande,” and we cannot suppose that they intended to give the
idea of a country of confusion and riot, but elaimed for their isl-
and-bome a cheerful character,  Again, the poets sung the
“merrie month of May,' a delightful, jovous season, assuredly;
but who shall dare to see disoerder and folly in the harmony and

sweetness of that beautiful period of the vear?
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It is true that this good and hearty word of olden dnys has

been partially abused in later times, as men have discovered

¢ How mirth may into folly glide,
And fully inte ein.*

But if we were to reject everything pood and desirable in itself
because it has been abused by mankind, we should soon discover
that we had deprived ourselves of every blessing, not only tem-
poral, but spiritual alsa,  If we were to give up sll terms that
have been perverted from their true and natural meaning, we
shauld soon condemn oursclves to a silence more absolule than
that of the followers of Latrappe: only too many of the best
words in every languace have suffered grievously from bad usage.
There is an old adjective of the same date as that under discus-
gion, which comes, perhaps, nearer thun any other to pgiving a
true idea of meery in the sense we understand it, and that is 8lithe ;
and having been less tarnished by common uses, it still bears a
charming meaning. Bul few amoag us, when looking at this sub-
ject, will be disposed 1o dispute the authority of our own trans-
lation of the Holy Bible, which is generally admitted t0 be a
model of good, sound English; now the words merry and wirth
oceur quite frequently in the pages of the suered book, and the
following are some instances of the application they have res
ceived. Mcrr-'y is applicd to feasting in Genesis, when relating
the joyful meeting between Joseph and his brethren in Egypt;
mirth is applied to laughter in the book of Proverbs; it is oppos-
ed to mourning in Ecelesiastes, and it is connected with laughter
and plensure in the same book; in Isuiah it is connected with
thanksyiving, with joy, with music ; the sigh of the merry-hearted
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is given as & token of general afifliction, In Jereminh the term
oceurs repeatedly as applied to rejoicing: “the voice of mirth,
and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bride, and the vuice
of the bridegroom.” And again, in another chapter, in a must
beautiful passage, giving a prophetic pleture of a land in utter
desolation: =1 will take from them the voice of mirth, and the
voice of gladness; the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of
the bride; the sound of the millstones, and the light of the can-
die.” None but a very gloomy, or a very presumptunus mind,
would tzke upon itseif Lo say, that in either of these instances,
anything unbecoming, or evil, is implied by the words mirth and
merry ; to most persons the impression would be of an opposite
character ; seemly gayety and cheerfulness would be the idea sug-
gested.  In the transiation of the Psaims as cortained in the
Prayer Book, the word merry is used on one oceasion in a very
exalied conneetion ; the 47th Psalm is held to have been written
either on the removal of the ark to Mount Zion, by King David,
or a few years later, on its final progress from the Tabernacle to
the Temple of Solumon. The fifth verse & thus translated ; « God
is gone up with & merry noise, and the Lord with the sound of
the trump.” Here we have the word applicd to religious joy
upon a sigaal occasion, It is also remarkable that this Psalm is
one of those appointed for public worship on Aseension-Day, from
the application of this same verse to the Ascension of our Lord;
and shall we, then, object to employing the same word in connee-
tion with the Nativity? In the translation of the Holy Bible,
made a century later, the same verse is rendered as follows:
“ God is gone up with a shout; the Lord with the sound of a
trumpet.”
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But as if expressly to decide the question, we find in the
prophet Hosen the word mirth direetly applied to rligious festi-
vals,.  When rebuking the idolutry of the Jews, and proclaiming
the punishments which should in consequence fall upen them, the
prophet, speaking in the name of the Almighty, declares that the
land shall be deprived of her festivals:

“I will also cause ali her mirth to coase; her feast-duys, her
new moons, and her Sabbaths, and all her solemn feasts.”

Here we have the very word in dispute applicd to the great
reliyrious festivals of the Jewish Chureh.  The learned theologians
whao transiated the Hebrew Seriptures, held it s fitting term in
connection with festivals of divine appointment, and coming from
the lips of an inspired prophet; those holy days are spoken of us
% blessing, os the mirth of the lund, which the idolatrous tribes
no lunger deserved, and of which they were to be temporarily de-
prived, as a punishment for their sins.  After this passage, it were
worse than idle to cherish scruples aguinst using the word in the
same seuse ourselves. Let us, then, with every return of the
festival, gladly and heartily wish our neighbor, all fellow-Chris-
tians, the whole broad world, a right « Merry Christmas,”

It is, in good sooth, Merry Christmas! The day is bright with
blessings ; all its hours re beaming with good and kindly feclings,
with true and holy joys, Probably a fuller, purer incense of
prayer and praise ascends from earth to Ieaven, upon this great
festival, than at other pericds of the year, Thousands and ten
thousunds of knees are bowed in aderalion, from the remotest
cousts of heathen Asia, to the farthest isles of the sea; thewsands
and ten thousands of voices are raised among the rejoiving na-

tions, repeating the sublime hymn fisst. heard upon the hallowed
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hills of Bethlehem, and borne onward from that hour through the
lapse of ages, unbroken, unceasing, by every successive generi-
tion of the redeeted :

“ Glory to God in the highest; and on earth, peace, good-will
to men.”

It is Merry Christmas, indeed! Every beautiful festival we
hold in religious reverence, is connected with this greater festival;
they all, laden with blessings and graces, follow in the tram of
this holy day. Ay, it is the rising of the Sun of Righteousness on
Christmas morn, which has even softencd the Jewish Sabbath,
and given us, with every successive week, the milder, purer liglt
of the Lord’s day. What better joy have we, indeed, from the
first {0 the last hour of every passing year of life, which does not
flow from the event we this day bear in fervent, thankful re-
membrance 7 Every mercy of the pust dutes from the advent we
joyfully eclebrate to-duy. Every hope for the future fooks to the
same great mystery. Every praver oflfered to tleaven, becomes
an acceptable prayer only through faith in the same most holy
Name. Every exalted apticipation of final rclease from sin and
sorrow, of attainment to the unspeakable joys of purity and wis-
dom, obedience and peace, is utterly groundless, save as it is con-
nected with the Nativity hymned this day by the Christain Church
Catholic.

It is, in truth, Merry Christmas! Peuace or earth, good-will to
man, sang the heavenly host; and, as if even the sotemn
recoliection of the holy words were nccompanied by a blessing,
we find that the sweet charities, the betler feelings of the heart,
become more active on this holy day. There is nothing more

striking in the daily course of the world, thun the recklessness
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with which men trifle with the precious boon of pence, the rery
sunshine of life; perhaps there i3 no one folly which so generally,
g0 frequently, and so Jamentiably reminds us that we are indeed
“very far gone from original rightecusness.”” But, on this holy
day, when we especially celebrate the Nativity of the Prince of
Peace, the solemn import of that high event, the perfect meek-
ness, the pure humility, the unfsiling fountains of patience and
charity revealed to us in His sacred character, are not so easily
forgatten as at other times; our cold hearts ure touched, our im-
patient spirits are calmed, our evil passions are lulled to pioms
quict by the noble devotions of the dav. Probably, of all those
who on this festival gathier in the places of Christian worship,
there are none, unless it be the wholly blind and unbelicving, who
leave the house of God without sume touch of pure and healtliful
influences ; carrving with them, for a while at least, something
mure than usual of the light of Truth. Upen this holy day,
there is indeed an increasze of « peace on earth ;™ these who love
already, love more truly, with more of that « pure and fervent
affection” enjuined by the Apostle; friends draw nearer; and
even those who in the struggle of Jife have held themselves as
enemies, look with a milder exe upon each other—they feel, per-
haps some drop of better feeling, falling like oil on the stormy
wuves of evil pussion.  In short, on this day of blessing, the
Chiristinn mects no fellow-creature with absolute indifference, he
parts from none with heartless carelessness,

Merry Christmus!  Throughout Christendom, wherever the
festival is observed —nnd there arc now few communities where
it is entirely forgotten—alms and deeds of charity to the poor

and afflicted make a regular part of its serviees, prociaiming
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“ good-will to man,”"  The poor must ever, on this day, put in a
silent but eloquent appeal for sucenr, in their Master’s name ; and
those who have the means of giving, open more freely a helpful
hund to their atlijcted brethren. The hungry are fed, the naked
are elothed, the cold are cheered and warmed with fuel, the deso-
inte and houseless are provided for, the needy debtor is forgiven,
an hour of ease and reliefl is manuged for the weuary and care-
worn, innocent gratifications are contrived by the liberal for thesc
whose pleasures are few and rare. Doubtless there is no one
community within the broad borders of C‘hrisle‘ndom, where the
poor and necdy reccive, even on this day, 8 moiety of what should
be given them, if we bore more faithfully in mind the precepts of
our Master ; nevertheless, were the whole amount of the charities
of this festival 1old and numbered, it would assuredly prove larger
than that of dny ather day of the year; and the heart rejoices that
it is so; we Jove to remember how many sad spirits huve been
cheered, how many cares lightened, how many fears allaged by
the biessed hand of Christian Charity moving in the name of her
Lord.

Merry Christmas! What a throng of happy children there are
in the world, to-day! Tiis dt-lighlftﬂ to recollect how many little
hearts are beating with pleasure, how many chillish lips are prat-
tling cheerfully, lisping their Chrisimas hymms in many a different
dialect, according to the speech the little ercatures have inherited,
These ten thousand childish groups scattered over Christendom,
are in themselves & right pleasant vision, and encugh to make one
merry in remembering them,  Many are gathered in the crowded
dwellings of towns, others under the rustic roof of the peasant ;

some in the cabins of the poor, others within roval walls; thexe



450 RITRAL HOTLS,
are sitting about the hearth-stone on the shores of arctic Iceland,
others are singing in the shody verandahs of Hindostan | some
within the bounds of our own broad land, are playing with ever-
blooming flowers of a tropical climate, and others, like the little
flocks of this highland neighborhood, are looking abroad aver the
" pure white snows, Secarce a child of them all, in every lund
where Christmas Hymns are sung, whose heart is not merrer
than upen most days of the year, Itis indeed a very beauiiful
part of Christmas customs that children come in for a share of
our joys to-day; the blessing and approbution of our gracious
Lord were so very remarkably bestowed on them, that we do
well especially to remember their claims in gelebmting the Nativ-
ity ; at other festivals they are forgatien, but their unfeigned, un-
alloyed gavety help, indeed, to make Christmas merry ; and their
simple, true-hearted devotions, their guileless Hosannas, must as-
surcdly form an acceptable offering to ilim who Himself coude-
seended to beecome a little child, and who has said, « Sufter the
little ehilidren to cotne unto me, and forbid them not, for of such
is the kingdom of heaven,” Other religions have scarcely
headed children; Christianity bestows on them an especial bless-
ing; it is well, indeed, that ﬁlcy rejuice with us to-day,

Merry Christmas! The words fall idly, perhaps, from too many
eaveless lips; they are uttered by those who give them no deeper
meaning than a passing friendly salutation of the moment ; and
yet every tongue that repeats the phrase, bears unconscious wit-
ness to the power of the Gospel—those goad-tidings of great joy
to all mankind. From the lips of the most indifferent, these
words seem {0 éarry at lenst some acknowledgment of the many
temporal benefita which Christianity has shed over the earth,
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those cheaper gifts of hers which are yet incaleulable in their
vilue, They tell of ald to the needy, of comlort to the prisoner, of
shelter to the houscless, of care for the sick and helpless; they
tell of protection 10 the feeble, to women, to children; they tell
of every natural affection purified and strengthened ; they tell of
kinder parents, of children more dutiful, of husbands more gener-
ous and constant, of wives more faithful and truc, of the Righ
bond of brotherhood more clukuly knit; they tell of milder gov-
ernments, of laws more just, of moral education; they tell of a
worship holy and pure,  “The fear of the Lord maketh a merry
heart,” says the wise son of Sirch,

Tuesday, 26th.—Cold ; but the lake is still open. It has often
beautiful moments at this season, and we wateh it with increasing
tterest as we count the days ere its icy mask will creep over it.

Wedneyday, 27 th.—This evening's pupers tell us of a panther
actually killed on the Mohawk, immediately to the northward of
our own position, within the last weck! Theanimal was shot near
the river by the eaptain of a Syracuse canal boat, and there seems
very good reason 1o believe that it is the same creatire who passed
some weeks among our own hills.  According to the reports
brought inlo the village, the panther, when in our neighborhood,
wus taking a northerly course ; during the last fortnight or three
wecks nothing has been heard of him; and now we hear of an
animal of the same kind recently killed about twenty miles to the
northward of us, upon ground where it excited as much wonder
as in our own valley.

Tt is rather mortifving that he should not have been killed in
this county, where he chose 1o show himself repeatedly ; but in

fact, our sportsmea were too much afraid of being hoaxed to go
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out after him; they only began to believe the truth of the story
whien too late,

Thirsitay, 28th —S8now again. Rvportls from Albany say the
Hudzan is probubly closed, and navigation broken up for the win-
ter,  The river usually freezes some time before our lake.

Friday, 20th.—Snow. A darker sky than usual.

Suturday, 30th.—8Lll, half-cloudy day.  Snow eighieen inches
deep ; a fidl of several inches during the pight. The airis always de-
lightfully pure after a fresh fall of snow, and to-day this sort of win-
try prefume is very marked. Long drive, which we enjoved extreme-
Iy, Wu huve put on our winter livery in earnest, and shall prob-
ably keep it, with & brunk here and there, perhaps, until the spring
equinox, It is, indeed, a vast change from grass to snow; things
wenr a widely different aspect from what they do in summer. All
color seems blenched ocut of the ehrth, and what was a few weeks
since a glowing landscupe, has now become a still bas-relicf.  The
hills stand unveiled ; the beauntiful leaves are gone, and the eve
secks in vuin for & teace of the brilliant drapery of autumn—oeven
its discolored shreds e buried beneath the snow.  The fields are
all alike: meadow, and corn-field, and hop-ground, lie shrowded
and deserted ; neither laborers nor cattle ure seen a-field during
three months of cur year. Gray lines of wooden fences, old
stumps, and scattered leafless trees are all that l;)reuk the broad,
white waste, which & while since hore the harvests of summer.

There is, however, something very fine and imposing in a broad
expanse of snow : hill and dale, farm and forest, trees and dwell-
ings, the neglected waste, and the crowded streets of the town,
arc ull alike under its influence ; over all it throws its beautiful

vesture of purer white than man can bleach ; for thousands and
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thousinds of miles, wherever the summer sunshine has fullen,
there lies the snow,

The evergreens on the hills show more white than verdure to-
day, their limbs are heavily laden with snow, espeeially those near
the summits of the hills, Saw & couple of crows in & leatless
elm; they looked blacker than ever,

The lake is fine this afterncon, entirely free from ice. When
we first went out it was a deep, mottled, lead-color: but the sky
cleared, and toward sunset the waters bucame burnished over,
changing to & warm golden gray, and looking beautifully in their
setting of snow and evergreens,

January, Monduy, 1st.—New Year’s. Light, half-cloudy day;
very mild, The luke quite sitvery with reflections of the snow;
much lighter gray than the clouds.  Excellent sleigrhing.

The usual visiting going on in the village ; all gallunt spirits
are in motion, from very young gentlemen of five or six, to their
grandpapas, wishing “ Huppy New Year” to the ladies,

 In this part of the world we have & double share of holiday
presents, generous people giving at New Year's, as well as Christ-
mas. The village children run from house to house wishing
“ Happy New Year,” and expecting a cookie, or a copper, for the
compliment. This afterncon we saw them running in and ocut of
the shops also; amony them were a few grown women on the
same errand. These holiday applicants at the shops often re-
ceive some tritle, a handful of raisins, or nuts; a nbbon, or a
remnant of cheap ealico, for a sun-bonnet.  Some of them are in
the habit of giving a delicate hint as to the object they wish for,

especially the older girls and women: “ Happy New Year—and
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Swelll take it out in tew” —* or sugar”~—" or ribbon,” as the case
mity bo, ’

Tuesduy, 24, —Windy, bright and cold. Thermometer fallen
to 2 sbove zero. The blue waters of the Iuke are smoking, a lnw
mist constantly rising twe or three feet above them, and then dis-
appearing in the clear atmosphere—a sign of iee.  Colid within
doors; the frost has found its way into the house; people’s ener-
gies are all directed to keeping warm such days as this,

Wednesday, 3dd.—Cold, but less severe,  Hall a mile of iee on
the luke; the waters gray-blue beyond this puint.  The wind
raises the fresh, dry snow from the earth in clouds, and sweeps
the forest branches, bearing the flukes upward toward the
sky aguin, ere they have touched the carth. A wintry cloud of
this kind is now whirling to 2 great height above the hills at the
head of the lake.  These whirling snow-clouds, borne aluft from

> the earth, are what ihe * voyageurs” call & « pouderie””  Several
times this morning they have been colored with & golden tint, by
the sun, like sand of gold,

Excellent sleighing, but too cold te enjoy 1t. The driver of the
stage-coach beeame so chilled Jast night, that in attempting to
wrap a blanket about Iis body, the reins dropped from his stiff
ened hands, the horses ran, he was thrown from his seat, and the
sleigh upset ; happily no one was seriously injured, though some
persons were bruised, -

The mails are very irregular now ; the deep snow on the rail-
roads retards them very much. This is winter in earnest,

Thursday, 4th—Much milder, Light showers of snow, falling
from time to time through the day. We have had little bright

wf Wamom
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weather for the last week or two. The lako is still more than
half open, A pretty flock of sparrows came to cheer us this
afternoon.

Friday, 5th.—A very stormy day; cold, high wind; saow
drifting in thick clouds. Yet strange to say, though so frosty and
piercing, the wind blew from the southward, Our high winds
come very generally from that quarter; often they are sirocco-
like, even in winter, but at times they are chilly;

All the usual signs of severe cold show themselves: the smoke
rises in dense, white, broken puffs from the chimneys; the win-
dows are glazed with frost-work, and the snow ercaks as we move
over it.

Saturduy, 6th—Milder and quieter, Roads much choked
with snow-drifts ; the mails irregnlar; travelling very difficult.
Lake still lying open, durk, and gray, with ice in the bays. There
was a pretty, fresh ripple passing over it this morning.

It is Twelfth-Night, an old holiday, much less observed with
us than in BEurope; it is a great day with youny people and
children in France and England, the closing of the helidavs, 1t
is kept here now and then in some familics,  But what is better,
our churches are now open for the serviees of the Epiphany, so
peculiarly appropriate to this New World, where, Gentiles our-
selves, we are bearing the light of the Gospel onward to other
Gentile races stilt in darkness.

Monday, 8th—Cold night. The lake is frozen. We huve

seen the last of its beautiful waters for three months,* or more,

* The lake opened the fullowing spriog just thres months from the day it closed
~—m the Bth of April.
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One abways marks the ice gathering about them with regret. No
change of wind or weather short of this enn destroy their beauty.
Even in December, when the woods are bare and dreary, when
the snow Jies upon the earth, the Jake will often look lovely as in
summer—now clear, gay blue; now still, deep gray; then agsin
varicd with delicate tints of rose and purple, and green, which we
hiad belicved all fled to the skies,

At 7 o'clock this morning the thermometer was three degrees
above zero; this evening it has risen to twenty-six degrees.

Tuesduy, oth.—Much milder ; no more frost-work on the win-
dows.  Spwrrows flitting about. We have seen more of them
than usual this winter,

The hens are beginning to Juy ; & few egps brought in from the
poultry-yard. The egus of this eounty have a great reputation
among the dealers whe supply the large towns, They nure can-
sidered superior to those of other enuntivs, probably from their
size ; no other eggs but those of Canada rank ns high as ours in
the city markets.

Wednesday, 10th —Bright, eold day. Thermumeter 67 below
zero this morning,

The Culifornis gold mania Tns broken out smong us. Two
months since we knew nothing of these mines,  Now, many of
our young men, ay, and ofd men, teo, have their heads full of them,
eagrer to be off, A company for emigration js forming in the
county, and the notices sre posted up on the village trees inevery
direction,

How fortunate it was, or, rather, how clearly providentiai, that
those tempting plerers were not found on the Atlimtie caoast by our

ancestors ! Well fur thim, and for us their deseendants, that the
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rich gold mines were found in Mexico and Peru, and not in Vir-
ginia or Massachusetts, the New Netherlands, or Peonsylvania.
Well for the nation that the Indians spoke the truth when they
pointed farther and farther to the westward for the yellow metal.
Well for the people that they had to work their way across the
continent before touching that dangerous ground.  Had the plu-
vers of California lain in the Highlands, in the White or the Blue
Mountains, we should now, in all probubility, lave belonged to
enfeebled, demoralized colonies, instead of oceupying the high
and hopeful ground where we now stand, and which we may,
by the grace of Providence, continue to hold, if true to our God,
true and united among ourselves,

Thursday, 11th.—Clear, and severely cold, Thermometer 16
below zero at daylight this merning. Too cold for sleiyhing ; but
we walked as usual.  So cold that the children lave given up
sliding down hill—the winter pastime in which they most delizht.
The lake is a biilliant field of wnsallid white; for & light full of
snow covered it us it froze, greatlty to the disappointment of the
skaters.  The fishcrmen have already taken possessinn of the ice,
with their hooks baited for pickerel, and salmon-trout,

Men are driving about in fur over-coats, louking like very good
representations of the four-legued furred ereatures that formerly
prowled about liere, Over-cuats of butlulo robes are the most
common ; those of fox and gray rabbit, or wolf, are also fre-
gucnlly seen,

Friday, 128h —Severcly eold. Thermometer 17 below zero at
suniise.  Clear, bright weather, White frost on the trees this
morning ; the sign of & thaw, Few sleighs in motion; only s

woocd-sled here and there, bringing fuel to the village.
20
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Such severe weather as this the turkeys can hardly be coaxed
down from their roost, even to feed; they sometimes sit thirty-
six hours perched in a tree, or in the fowl-house, without touch-
ing the ground. They are silly birds, for food would warm
them.

Saturday, 13th.—Quite mild; bright sky; soft air {rem the
southwest. Pleasant walk on the lake; just enough snow on
the ice first formed, for o mile or.so, to make the footing sure.
Beyond this the ice is clear, but unusually rough, from having
frozen of a windy night when the water was disturbed.

The clear, icy field, seen in the distance, might almost chest
one into believing the luke open; it is quite blue this afternoon
with reflections of the sky. But we miss the .clmrming plav of
the water,

Monday, 13th—Yesterday was a delichtful day; solt and
clear. To-day it rains. We always bave a decided thaw this
month ; *the January thaw,” which is quite a matter of course.
The lake is watery from the rain of Salwrday night, which has
colleeted on the ice, luke above lake, as it were,  The hills and
sky are clearly reflected on this walery surface, but we feel rather
than see, that the picture is shallow, having no depth.

Tuesday, 160h.—The days are growing, as the country people
say, very perceplibly, It is surprising how soon one abserves &
difference in this respect. According to the almanac, we have
caly gained a few minutes merning and evening—scarcely enough,
one would think, to make any impresston—but one marks the
lengthening afterncons at once, We seem to have gained half
an hour of daylight at least, This is always the first pleusant
change in the new year.
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Wednesday, 17th.—Pleasant weather. Good sleighing yet.
Troops of boys skating on the lake, The ice is a fine lizht blee
to-day ; toward sunset it was colored with greea and yellow;
those not familinr with it might have funcied it open; but there
is & fixed, glassy look about the ice which betrays the deception,
and reminds one what & poor simile is that of a mirror, for the
mobile, graceful play of countenance of the living waters, in their
natural state.

'The fresh, clear ice early in the season is often tinged with
bright reflections of the sky.

Thursday, 18th.—1It is snowing a little.  The children are en-
joving their favorite amusement of sliding to their bearts’ content
boys and girls, mounted on their little sleds, fiy swiftly past you
at every turn,  Wherever there is a slight descent, there you are
sure to find the children with their sleds ; muny of these are very
neatty made and painted ; some are named, also—the “ Gazelle,”
the « Pathfinder,” &e,, &e.  Grown people onee na while take

a frolic in this way ; and of a bright meonlizht night, the young

men sometimes drag a large wood-sled to the top of Mount ’
or rather to the hig.hest point which the rond crosses, when they
come gliding swiftly down the hill ta the village bridyge, a distance
of just one mile—a pretty shide that—a very respectable smon-
tague russe,

Friday, 19th—Cold. The evergreens make less difference
than one would suppose in the aspect of the country. DBeauliful
in eummer, when all about them is green, they never strike one
as gloomy ; those which are natives of this climate, at least, ave
not of a sombre character. DBut as winter draws on, and the
snow falls, they seem to grow darker; seen in the distance, in

oy
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contrmst with the white ground, their verdure becomes what the
shopmen call an ' invisible green,” darker than their own shad-
aws lying on the snow, They seem at this moment to have put
on & sort of half-mourning for their leatless companions,  But let
the snow melt, let the brown earth reappear, and their beauty
returns—they are green again,  There are many days in our win-
ter when the woods of pine and hemloek look all but black, The
trees taken singly, however, are always beautiful,

Saturduy, 20th.—A erust has formed on the snow afler the
fate thaw, so that we were enabled to leave the track this afler-
noon, [t is very seldom that one ean do this; there is rarely any
erust here strong enough to bear a growa person. . We are whally
confined to the highways and village strects f.or winter walks.
One may look up never so lungingly to the hills and woeds, they
are tabooed ground, like those inaccessible mountiins of fairy.
land guarded by genii,  Even the gardens and lawns are trick-
less wastes at such times, erossed ouly by the path that leads to
the duorway, .

Occasionally, however, a prolonged thaw carrics off the snow,
even from the ills, and then one enjoys a lon;_;' wilk with redunb-
led zest.  Within the last few years we have breen on Mount ——
every month in the winter; one season in December, nnother in
January, and & third in February. DBut such walks are quite out
of the common order of things from the first of December to the
fifteenth of March, During all that time, we usually plod hum-
bly along the highways.

Meanday, 22d.—The Albany papers give an extract from a pa-
per of St. Lawrence county, which mentions that an animal be-
coming rare jn this State, has recently been killed in thay pant of

L4
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the country. A moose of the largest size was shot in the town b
of Russell, nenr the Grass River. Tt is described as «standing
considerably more than six feet in height, with monstrons horns
to match.” It was frozen in a standing position, and exhibited
85 a curiosity in the same part of the country where it had been
shot; many people went to lovk at him, never having seen one
before,  He was supposed to have strayed out of & large truet of *
furest to the southward, called the “ South Wood.”

These large quadrupeds are still rather nunterous in the north-
ern forest counties of New York; their tracks are frequently seen’
by the hunters, but they are so wary, and their senses are so
acute, that it requires great art to approacl: them. It is chiefiy
in the winter, when they herd together, that they are shot,

They are ungninly ereatures, with long legs, and an ill-shaped
head, heavy homs, and a huge nose.  The other animals of their
tribe are all well formed, and graceful in their movements; but
the meose is awkward, also, in his guit,  His fong Jews enable him
to fued on the branches of trees, whenee his e of moose, from
the Indian musee or siusw, wood-eater. Tt is well known that our
striped maple is a great favorite with him,  Te is partial, aiso, to )
aquatic plants, the pond-lily in particular. Tt will also eat bark, '
which it peels off from old trees, In winter, these animals herd
together in the hilly woods, and they are said to show great sa-
gacity in treading down the snow to form their moose-yards,  Tn =
summer, they visit the lakes and rivers. At this season they nre
light brown; in winler they become so much darker, that they
have been ealled the Black Elk,  As they grow old they gener-
ally becume, indeed, almost black.

Dr. De Kay believes our moose 1o be identical with the elk of
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Northern Europe. It is from six to seven feet in length, and
has & mane, Their horns are flat, broad, and in some instances
four feet from tip to tip. They have occasionally been domesti-
cated in this State, for they are easily tamed.

"The moose is decidedly a northern animal; they mage on this
continent from the Arctic Sca to 43° 30" in the State of New
York.

We have in the United States six varieties of the Deer family;
of these, three are found in New York: the Moose, the Ameri-
can Deer, and the American Stag.

The Deer is the smallest and the most common of the three.
On Long Island, thanks o the game laws, they are thought to be
increasing, and in other southern counties they are still numerous,
particularly about the Catskills and the Higllands. They are
about five or six feet in length: of & bluish gray in autumz
and winter, and reddish in the spring. They belong rather to a
wirm or temperate climate, extending from the Gulf of Mexico to
Canada.

The Stag is larger than the Deer—nearly seven feet in length,
and about four feet eight inches in height to the fore-shoul-
ders.  Its color is veddish in spring, then yellowish brown,
and in winter gray. The Stag is now verv rare in this Stale,
though still found in the northern and southwestern counties, It
is frequently called the Red Deer, and the Round-homed Eik
in fact, it would seem often to have been called more particularly
the Ell, under which name it was described by Jefferson. There
is & little stream in this county called the Elk Creek, and it was
probably named from this animal. It differs from the Stag of
Europe. fits horns are round, nover patmated,
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Besides these three varieties, Dr. De Kay is inclined to believe
that the Reindcer was once found in this State, and that it may
even possibly still exist in very small numbers in the recesses of
our northern forests. 1t is said to have been known in Maine
and at Quebee ; and laler still, in ¥ermont and New Ilampshire.
It is about the size of the common deer, the color varving from
deep brown to lizht gray. Both sexes have horns, which is not
the case with other species. -

Tuesduy, 23d.—Pleasant, mild day. Just on the verge of a
thaw, which is always the pleasantest of winter weather, Walk
on the lake. Quite slippery, as the ice is only dappied with
patches of snow here and there; between these patchesit is hare,
and unusually clear and transparent. Indeed, it is just now dark
almost to blackness, so free from any foreign substance —no snow
being mixed with it. We never saw it more dark and pure; of
course it is the deep waters beneath, shut out from the light as
they are, which give this grave color to the ice as you look down
upon it.

Troops of boys skating. There were no very scientific per-
formers among them, nevertheless we followed them with interest,
their movement was so easy and rapid. Most of them appeared
to greater advantage on skates than when moving in their shoes.
Some of the little rogues, with 1he lauduble desire of showing off,
whirled to and fro abeut us, rather nearer than was ayreeable.
“Where's your manners, I'd like to know ! exclaimed an older
lad, in an indignant tone, for which appeal in our behalf we were
much obliged to him,

Ladies and little girls were walking about. some sliding also,
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their sleds drawn by gallant skaters.  Altogether, it was a gay,
checerlul secene,

The view of the village was very pleasing, the buildings show-
ing against a bricht sunset sky., They are cutting, or rather
sawing ice, to supply the village next summer; the blocks are
about ten inches thick. It is said that from ecighteen to twenty
inches is the greatest thickness of the iee observed here.

Wednesday, 24th.—VYery mild —thawing—the snow going rap-
idly. The hills are getting brown and bare again, and the cesrse
stubble of the maize-fields shows plainly through the snow.  Saw
a winged insect by the rond-side, a very rare sight indeed in our
winters, T do notl know what kind it was,

Met a number of teams drawing pine logs to the saw-mill. The
river runs dark and gray; it never freezes near the village ; the
eurrent, though not very swift, seems suflicient to prevent the iee
from covering the stream. lIce often forms wlong the banks, but
it is soon broken and carried awax, and we have never seen it
streteh acrose the river.  Very pleasant it is, in the midst of a
scene 0 still and wintry, to watch the running, living waters ¢lid-
ing aleng with a murmur as low and gentle as in June.

Thursday, 5th—ainy day.  Tligh south wind.  The Jocust
pods are seattered about the Inwn on the d.rvgs of the snow, vet
the number on the trees seems searcely diminished,

They are cutting ice ; the sleds and men moving about in the
water which lies above the ice, look oddly enough ; and, like the
swan of 8t. Mary’s, they move double zlso—sleds, men, and oxen
reflected as elear as life,

Fridoy, 26th—Beantiful morning ; charming sunrise, warm
clouds in a soft sky. The lzke rosy with reflections. -
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Saw a couple of flies sailing slowly about the room; they are
seldom seen here in winter.  The «piders, so common in the au.
tumn, have either been killed by the eold, or lie stowed away
until spring.  The whole inseet world is silent and invisible, save
the ericket.  This is the only ereature of its kind heard about the
house during our long winters. We have one just now living
somewhere about the chimney, which sinrs with a very clear,
spirited note, especially of an evening when the fire burns bright-
ly. Itis said that our erickets in this country are all field crick-
ets, which have found their way into houses by uccident; they
seem to like their lodgings very well, for they chirrup away gayly
at all seasons, even when their companions in the ficlds are huried
deep under the snow. They do well to haunt our houses in this
way, for it makes quite different creatures of them, adding ano-
ther, and apparently a merry, cheetful, half to their lives.  They
do not seem to require the annual sleep of their companions ool
of doors.  The true honse-cricket of Eurepe is not found in Amoer-
ica. Whether the voices, or rather the chirrup, of both is pre-
ciscly alike, we cannot remember; probably there is net much
difference, if any. It is well known that the sounds made hy
these little creatures are produced by plaving their wing-covers;
80 that, in fact, they rather fiddle than sing. It is the male only
who is the musician, the females are quiet,

We owe the Mice and Rats which infest our dwellings, en-
tirely to the Old World. The common brown rat, already so numer-
ous here, is said to have come from Asia, and only appeared in Eu-
rope about the beginning of the seventeenth century, or seme two
hundred and fifty years since,  "The English say it came over with

the Hanoverian kings. The German mercenaries, the « Hessiang,"”
DT 3
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of populur speech, are supposed to have brought it to this coun-
try.  The Blek Rat, smaller, and now very rare, is said to have
also come from Europe,  We have, however, one native rat in this
part of the world, —the American Black Rat —differing from the
other species, und very rure indeed,

The common Mouse, also, is an emigrant from Europe.

We have very many field-mice, however, belonging to the soil,
Among these is the Jumping-Mouse, which builds its nest in trees,
and is common through the country.  The tiny tracks of the Field-
Mice are occasionally seen on the suow in winter.

There is another pretty littde animal, ealled the Deer-Mouse,
which, strietly speaking, is not considered a mouse, s bady is
only three inches lung, while its tail is cight inches. 1t takes leaps
of ten or twelve feet, 3t is a northern animal, nocturmal, and
rarely seen, but nut uncommoen ; they are frequently found iu
ploughud grass-lands,  They feed chielly on grass and sceds,

Seefurduy, 27th.—NVery fine day; quite & full market-day in
the village ; many people coming in from the country.

The word store has been declared an Amerneanisim, but it is not
alwuys easy to decide what words snd terms have actuadly been
coined on this side the Mlantie, so many of those which pass for
Yunkeeisms being found in the best English writers, like tho
stege of Sterne, and the pretty considerable of Lurke, for instance,
Many uvther words and phrases of this dixputed nature were un-
deniably brought over by the original colonists, and have been
mercly preserved by their desecndunts, while vur English kins-
men have forgotten them, 1§ is quite possible that the word
“store " was first brought inte common use when there was bt

one store-house in every new colony, and al} the different wants of
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the little commrunity were supplied from the same establishment.
Although circumstances have so much changed since those days,
although the catalogue of necessarivs and luxuries has been so
much inerensed, yet the country store still preserves much of this
character, and would secem to deserve a name of its own. 1t is
neither a shop devoted to one limited branch of trade, nor a ware-
bouse implying the same branch carried out on a greater seale,
nor is it a bazaar where muny different awners offer goods of va-
rious kinds within the same walls. The store, in fact, has taken
its peculiar charaeter, as well as its name, from the condition of
the eountry ; and the word itself, in this application of it, might
hear a much better defence than many others which have found
their way into books.

Now-a-days there are always, however, more than one sture in
cvery village. Indeed, you never find one of a trade standing
long alone anywhere on Yankee ground. There is no such man
in the country as the village doctor, the baker, the lawyer, the
tailor ; they must afl be marshalled in the plural number. We
can understand that one doctor should need another to consult
and disagree with; and that one lawyer requires another with
whom he may join issue in the ease of Richurd Roe vs. John Doe,
but why there should always be two barbers in au American vil-
lage, does not seem so clear, since the cut of the whiskers is an
arbitrary matter in onr day, whatever may be the uncertuinties of
science and law, Many trades, however, are carried on by threes
and fours ; it strikes one as odd that in a little town of some 1400
souls, there should be three jewellers and wutchmakers. There
are also some score of lailoresses—and both trade and word, in

their feminine application, are saic to he therqughly American,
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Then, ngain, there are seven taverns in our village, four of them
on quite a lurge scule,  As for the ealing-houses—independently
of the taverns—their number is quite humiliating ; it looks as
though we must needs be a very gormandizing people : there
are some dozen of them —Lunches, [lecesses, Restauraots, &c.,
d&e., or whalever eise they may be called, and yet this little place
is quitc out of the world, off the great routes, It is, however, the
county town, and the courts bring people here cvery few weeks,

Nut to return to the “store;” there are halfl a dozen of these
on fquite & large seale. Tt is amusing to note the variety within
their walls.  Barrels, ploughs, stoves, brooms, rakes and piteh-
forks ; muslins, Bannels, Taces and shawls ; sometimes in winler,
& dead porker is hung up by the heels at the door; frequently,
frozen fowls, turkeys and geese, garnish the entranece,  The shelves
are filled with a thousand things required by civilized man, in the
long list of his wants.  Tlere you see a display of glass and crock-
ery, imported, perhaps, directly by this inland fiem, from the Eu-
ropenn manufacturer; there vou observe a pile of silks and satins;
this is & roll of earpeting, that & box of artifivial Aowers, At the
same counler you may buy kid gloves and a spade; a lace veil
and a jug of molasses ; a satin dress and a broom ; looking-glasses,
gruss-seed, fire-irons, Valenciennes lace, butter and egas, embroid-
ery, blinkets, candlus, cheese, and a faney fan,

And yet, in addition to this medley, there ure regular milliners’
shops and groecries in the place, and of a superivr class, too. ot
so leng as & village retains its raral character, se long will the coun-
try *store " be found there; it is only when it has become a young
city thut the shop and warehouse take. the place of the conveniont

Htor ¢ where s0 many wants are s;uppliod on the same spnt,
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It is amusing once in a while to look on as the different cus-
tomers come and go.  Some people like shopping in a large town,
where all sorts of pretty novelties are spread out on the counters
to tempt purchasers; but there s much more real interest eon-
nected with such matters in a large country store, whatever fine
Indies tossing about laces and gnuzes at Beck's or Stewart’s may
faney. The country people come into the village not to shap, but
to trade ; their purchases are all & mattar of positive importance
to them, they are all made with due forethought and duliberation.
Most Saturdays of the gear ene meets furm-wagons, or lumber.
sieighs, according to the season, coming into the village, filled
with family parties—and it may be a friend or two besides—two
and three seats crowded with grown people, and often several
merry-faced little ones silting in the straw. They generally
make a day of it, the men having, perhaps, some businesa to
look after, the women some friends to hunt up, hesides purchnses
to be made and their own produce to be dispesed of, for they
commonly bring with them something of this kind ; s or but-
ter, maple-sugar or molasses, feathers, varn, or homespun eloths
and flannels. At an early hour on pleasant Saturdays, summer
or winter, the principal street shows many such customers, being
lined with their wagons or sleighs; in faet, it is a sort of mar-
ket-day. Tt is pleasing to see these family parlics making their
purchuses, Sometimes it is a mother exchanging the fruits of
her own labors for a gay print to make frncks for the cager, earn-
est-looking little girls by her side ; often the hu-band stands by
holding a baby—one always Jikes to see a man carvying the baby
—it is a kind actLwhile the wife makes her chaice of tencups or

brooms ; now we have two female friends, country neighbors,
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putting their heads together in deep consultation over a new
shawl.  Qceasionally a young couple appear, whom one shrewd.
ly puesses to be betrothed lovers, from a peculiar expression
of fulieity, which in the countenance of the youth is dashed,
perhips, with rustic roguery, and in that of his sweetheart with
a mixiure of coquetry and timidity ; ir gencral, such couples are
& long while making their choice, exchanging very expressive
lnoks and whispers while the bargain is going on. 1t sometimes
happens that a busband or father has been either charged with
the purchase of & gown, or a shawl, for some of his womankind,
or else, having made a particularly gond sale himself, he deter-
mines to carry a present home with him; and it is really amusing
to lnok on while he makes his selection —such close examination
as hie bestows on & shilling print is seldom given to a velvet or a
satin | he rubs it together, he passes his hand over it with pro-
found deliberation ;. he holds it off at a distance to take a view of
the effect; he lays it down on the eounter; he squints through it
at the light ; he asks if it will wash—if it will wear well-—if it's
the fashion? One trembles lest, requiring =0 much perfection,
the present may after all not be made, and frequently one is
obliged to leave the shop in & state of painful uncertainty as to
the result, always hoping, however, that the wife or daughter at
home may not be disappointed.  But male and fenmale, old and
young, they are genernlly a long time making up their minds. A
while sinee we found a farmer’s wife, a stranger to us, looking at
a piece of pink ribbon ; we had several errands 1o attend to, teft
the shop, and returned there agnin nearly half an hour later, and
still found our friend in & state of hesitation ; a strenm of persua-

sive words from the clerk showing fhe ribhen, seemed to have
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been quite thrown away. But at length, just as we were leaving
the shop for the second time, we saw the ribbon cut, and heard
the clerk observe— Six months hence, ma'am, youll come into
town expressly to thank me for having sold you three vards of,
that ribbon !

. frequently happens, if you are standing at the same counter
with one of these hesitating purchasers, that they will appeal to
you for advice as to the merit of some print, or handkerchief,
dc., &e.

Monday, 20th —Mild, with lieht rain, 8leighing gone ; wheel-
carriages out to-day.

The Crows are airing themselves thiz mild day ; they are cut
in large flocks sailing slowly over the valley, and just rising above
the crest of the hills as they come and go; they never seem o
sour far above the woods, This afternoon a larme flock alighted
an the naked trees of a meadow south of the village ; there were
probably a hundred or two of them, for three large trees were
quite black witle them, The country people say it is a sign of
pestilence, when the crows show themselves in Jarge flocks in
winter ; but if this were =0, we should have but an unhealthy cli-
mate, for they are often seen here during the winter. This
year, however, they apprar more numerous than common,  The
voice of our crow is so different from that of the European hird,
that M. Charles Bucnaparte was led to believe they must be
another varicty; upon examination, however, e decided they
were the same.  The habits of our crow, their collecting in large
florks, their being smaller, and living so mueh on grain. are sail

rather to resemble these of the European Rook:
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¢ The shortening winter’s day is near a close,
The miry beasts returning frae the plough,
The blackening truins o Craies, to their repose,

The toil-worn Colter frae his labor goes,"—

says Burns, in the * Cotter’s Saturday Night,” and he alluded to
the rook, for the European crow is not gregarious. Our birds
are very partial to evergreens ; they generally build in these trees,
and roost in them ; and often at all seasons we see them perched
on the higher hranches of a dead hemlock or pine, looking over
the country.

The Raven is rave in this State; it s found, however, in the
northern counties, but is quite unknown on the coast. About
Niagara they are =aid to be common. They do not agree with
the common erow, or rather where they nbound the crow seldom
shows itself ; at least such is observed to he the eize in this
country. I Sweden, also, where the rven is commeon, the crow
is rare,  The raven is much the largest bird, nearly eight inches
longer, measwring tweuty-six inches in length, and four feet in
breadih ; the erow measures eighteen and a half inches jn length,
and three feet two inches in breadith. Beth the crow and the
raven mate for life, and atfain to a great age.  Thex both have
& habit of carrving up nuts and shell-fi<h into the air, when they
drop them on rocks, for the purpose of brenklng them npen.

It is said that the Southiern Indians invoke the Raven in be-
half of their sick.  And the tiibes on the Missourl are very par-
tial to Ravens’ plumes when putting on their war-dress.

Tuesdey, 30th.—Cooler. Wood-piles are stretehing before the
village doors ; the fuel for one winter being drawn, sawed, and piled
away the year before it is wanted  They are verr busy with this
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task now; these piles will soon be neatly stowed away under
sheds, and in wood-houses, for they arc all obliged to be re-
moved from the streets, enrly in the spring, by one of the village
laws.,

Wood is the only fuel used in this eounty. In such a eold
climate we need 8 large supply of it. Five years since it sold
here for seventy-five cents a half cord ; it now costs a dollar the
hulf gord, lron stoves are very much used here; they ure con
sidered cheaper, warmer, and safer than fire-pluces.  Dut how
much less pleasant they are! The smell of the heated iron is
alwavs disagrecable, and the close atmosphere they give to a
room must necessarily prove unhealthy. A fine, epen, wood fire
is undeniably the pleasantest mode of heating a room; far more
desirable than the coal of England, the peat of Ireland, the delicate
laurel charceal and bronze brazier of Italy, or the unseen furnace
of Russia, The very sivht of & bricht hickory or maple fire is
almost encugh to wara one ; and what se cheerful as the glowing
coals, the brilliant flame, and the star-like sparks which enliven
the household hearth of a brucing winter’s evening as twiliyht
draws on! Such a fire helps to Hght as well as Leat a room ; the
warm glow it throws upon the walls, the flickering lights and
shadows which play ihere as tho dancing flames rise and full, ex-
press the very spirit of cheerful eomfort. Flie erackling, and
rattling, and singing, as the flame does its cheerful work, are
pleasant houschold sounds. Alas, that our living forest wood
must ere long give way to the black, dull coal; the grnerous,
open ohimney {o the ¢lose and stupid stove!

Wednesduy, 81st.—Cold.  Walked in the afterncon. 1t besan

to snow while we were out; but eoe minds the falling snow very
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littte; it is no serious obstucle like rain. The pretty, white
spanyles, as they fell on our muffs, in their regular but varied
shapes, recalled a passage in Clarke’s Travels in Russia, where he
admires the same delicate frost-work as a novelty. It is common
encugh in this part of the world. Since Mr. Clarke's day these
pretty spangles have received the compliment of a serious exam-
ination, they have actually been studied, and drawn in all their
varicties.  Like all natural objects, they are very admirable in
their construction, and they are very beautiful also,

February, Fridey, 1st.—Stormy day. A flock of sparrows
passed the night in a bulsam-fir near the house, and this morning
we amused ourselves with watehing their lever, We finst saw
them uhout seven o'clock, closely huddled tegether under the
thickest of the branches; then a movement began, some of thera
enme to the outer branches, and shook themselves; but they
soon retired awain to more sheltered ground, for the tree was cov-
ered with hoar-frost, and sleet was falling at the time.  One would
think the lictle ereatures must have been covered with jce them-
selves, and half frozen.  They were a long time making up their
minds to get up such = stormy morning ; then they busied them-
selves with preening and dressing their feathers; and at length,
when it was near nine o'clock, they made a genern] movement,
and flew off together in the midst of the sleet and snow.

The Chicadees and Snow-birds scarcely mind the cold at all;
on the eontrary, you often see them active and merry in the midst
of the whirling snow and wind, Probably all our winter birds
lodge at night in the evergreens.

Friday, 2d.—Milder; a little snow. This climate of ours s &
trying one for the architect. In a mechanical sense, the severs
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frosts, and accumulated snows, and sudden thaws of our winters,
make up 2 season which tries men's walls, and roofs, very thor-
oughly. Dut in another wuy, also, our winters are a severe test
of architectural merit ; the buildings stund before ane naked and
bare, not only deprived of all the drapery of summer foliage, but
rising from a ground-work of snow, they seem to stand out with
peculiar boldness, and every defect challenges atteation, One
may feel assured that a building which bears the serutiny of a
snow climate in winter, will look like & perfeet model at other
seasons. ‘There is a certain fitness in some styles of architecture
which adapts them to different climates ; a Grecian edifice never
uppears to advantage surrounded with snow ; there is a sort of ele-
gance and delicaey in its Jines which seem to require softer skies,
and verdure for its accessories. A Gothie pile, on the contrary,
bears the snow well; it does not look ¢hifled ; it wus not built of
a summer’s day, it was made to brave the storma and tempest of
northern lands.  This connection of climate and architecture would
seem to have not yet recoived all the attention it deserves, more
especially in our own country,

Saturday, 3d.—Dlustering day. Among the numerous ever-
greens of this State are several which are interesting from Euro-
pean associations, and from their being rather rare in our woods,
many persons believe them to be wholly wuating.

The Holly is found on Long Island, and on the iland of Man-
hattan, and a little farther south it is very common. It grows
from ten to forty feet in heizht, and very much resembics that of
Europe, though not precisely similar.

The Yew ir only seen here ss a low trailing shrub, from four to
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gix feet high, It is found in the Highlids, and is not uneommoen
northward.

Fhe Juniper, or Red Cedar, is common enough in many parts
of the country. Desides this variety, which is a tree, there is
another, a low shrub, trailing on the ground, found aleng the
great lakes, and among our northera hills, and this more elosely
resembles the Buropean Juniper, whose berries are used in gin.®

Among the trees of nole in this part of the country are also
several whose northemn limits ch'ca‘l_\' extend be_vnnd this State,
aml which are vare with us, while we are familiar with their
numes through our friends farther south,  The Ligud Amber, or
Sweet-Gum, is rare in this State, though very commen in New
Jursey ; and on the coast it even reaches Portsmouth, in New
Hampshire.

The Persimmon grows an the Hudson as far as the Highlands,
and in the extreme southern countivs. [t is rather & handsome
tree, its lenves are large and glossy, and its fruit, as most of us
are aware, is very good indeed, and figures often in fuiry tales as
the medlac.

The Magnolins of several kinds are occasionally met with. The

> small Laurel Magnolia, or Sweet Bay, is found as far north as
New York, in swampy grounds, The Cucumber Mumnoha grows
in rich woods in the western part of our State; and there is one
in this village, a goud-sized tree, perhaps thirty feet high; it s
doing very well here, though the Weeping Willow will not bear

our climate. This tree, in favorable spots, attains a height of

* Sir Choarles Lyel supposes the American white edar, nr Cypress, 30 com-
mou oo the Mohuwk, Lo have been the food of the Mastodon, from sn examing
tion of the conkonts of the stomach of one of these animals.
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ninety feet. The Umbrelln Magnoiia, 8 small tree, with lurge,
white flowers, seven or eight inches broad, and rose-colored fruit,
is suid also to be found in our western counties.

The Papaw, belonging to the tropical Custard-apple family,
grows in rich soil, upon the banks of the western waters of New
York, which is its extreme northern hmit,

The Kentucky Cotlee-tree, with its peculiar blunt branches, ia
nlso found in rich woods, on the hanks of the rivers of our west-
ern counties. It is a rough, rude-lovking tree, with rugeed bark,
and entirely without the lesser spray one usually finds on trees,
We have one in the villyze, and it has attained to a good size,
though scurcely forty years old,

Monday, sth.—Fine dny.  Saw a Waoodpecker in the village;
one of the arctic woodpeckers, which pass the winter here. They
are not commoen in our neighborhood.

Duesduy, 6th.—Rubbits brought to the house for sale. They
are quite numerous still about our hills; and although they are
ehicfly nocturnal animals, yvet one occisionally erosses our path in
the woods by day. At this sesson our rubbits are grav, whence
the name zoologists have given them, the American gray rabbit;
but in summer they are yellowish, varied with brown,  They ditfer
in their habits from those of Europe, never burrowing in the earth,
sa that & rabbit warren could searcely exist in this country, with
the native species, at least.  Qur rabbit would probably not be
content to be confined to a sort of garden in this way, Like
the tlare, it makes a forn for its nest, that is to say, a slight de-
pression in the ground, bencuth some bush, or wall, or heap of
stones. [t is found from New Hampshire to Florida,

The Northern Hare, the variety found here, s much larger
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than the rabbit, [t measures from twenty to twenty-five inches
in lengll:; the Gray Rabbit measures only fifteen or eighteen
inches. The last weighs three or four pounds; the first six
pounds and & half.  In winter our hare is white, with touches of
fawn-color; in summer, reddish brown ; but they differ so much
in shading, that two individuals are never found evactly altke,
The flesh is thought wnferior to that of the gruy rabbit.  The bare
lives exclusively in high forests of pine and fir; it is conimon here,
and is said to extend from Hudson's Bay to Pennsylvania.  There
are a number of other hares i diffurent parts of the Union, but
this is the only one known in our own State, It is said to make
quite a fierce resistance when seized, untike the timid hare of Fu-
rope, although that animal is now thought to be rather Jess cow-
ardly than its eommon reputation,

Weidnesday, Tth—Was there ever a region more deplorably
afflicted with ill-judired names, than these United States ?  From
the title of the Continent to that of the merest hamlet, we are
unforfunate in this respeet; our mistakes began with Americo
Vespucei, and have continued to increase ever since.  The
Republic itself is the grest unnamed; the States of which it
is composed, ecounties, cities, boroughs, rivers, lakes, mountains,
all partake in some degree of Lhis novel form of evil. The
passing traveller admires some cheerful American village, and in-
quires what he shall call so pretty a spot; an inhabitant of the
place tells him, with a flush of mortification, that he is approach-
ing Nebuchndnezzarville, or South-West-Cato, or Hottentop-
olis, or some other monstrously absurd combination of syllables
and ideas, Strangely enough, this subject of names is one upon
which very worthy people seem to have lost all ideas of fitness
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and propricty ; y:u shall find that tender, doting parents, living
in some Horridville or other, will deliberately, and without a
shadow of compunction, devote their helpless offspring to lasting
ridicule, by condemning the innoeent child to carry through the
world some pompous, heroie appellation, often misspelt and mis-
pronounced to boot; thus rendering him fur life a sort of peripa-
fetic caricature, an ambulatory laughing-stock, rather than eall
him Peter or John, as becomes an honest man.

It is true we are not entirely without good numes; but & dozen
which are thoroughly ridiculous, would be thought too many in
most countries, and unfortunately, with us such may be counted
by the hundred. DBy a stroke of gnod luck, the States are, with
some exceplions, well named,  Of the original thirteen, two only
bore Indian names: Massachusctts and Conneclicut ; six, as we
all remember, were taken from royal personages: Virginia, from
Queen Bess; Maryland, from Henrietta Mania, the Freneh wife of
Charles I.; New York, from the duchy of James 115 Georyia,
called by Gen, Oglethorpe after George L1, and the two Caro-
jinas, which, although the refuge of wany Iuguenot families, so
astrangely recall the eruel Charles IX. and the wicked butehery of
St. Bartholomew’s, Of the remuining three, two were named
after private individuals—New Jerser, from the birth-place of its
proprietor, Sir Greorge Curteret, and Pennsylvania, from the cele-
hrated Quaker, while New Hampshire recalled an English county ;
Muine, the former satellite of Massachusetts, was named by the
French colonists after the fertile province on the banks of the
TLuoire, and Vermont, which stood in the same relation to New
York, received its French title from the fancy of Young, one of
the earliest of our American poets, who wrote * The Conquest of
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Quebee,” and who was also one of the fathers of the State he
numed, Louisiana, culled after the great Louis, and Florida, of
Spanish origin, are both good in their way.  Hapypily, the remain-
ing mumes are all Indan words, admirably suited to the purpose;
for what can be better than Alabama, lowa, Missouri, Kentuckr,
Tennessee, &e., &c. ?

New York, at present the most populous State in the republic,
is in this respect the most afflicted part of the country. The
name of the State tself is unfortunate in ity association with the
feeble James, while the combinanon of the adjective New, with
the brief old Saxon word York, seems particularly ill-judged. Ta
make the matter worse, the fuult is repeated in the uile of the
lurgest town of the Union, both State and city bearing (he same
name, which is always 8 great mistake, for it obliges people, o
writing and speaking, Ito specify whieh of the two they mean,
when either is mentioned.  In fact, it destroys just half the ad-
vantege of a distinctive name. The Duteh were wiser: they
called the town New Amsterdam, and the provinge New Nether-
fands. 1n old times, when the eapita]l town ruled a whole de-
pendent country, it was naturl that the last should be known by
the name of the first; Rume and Carthage, Tyre and Adhens,
could each say, “L'elat, ¢'est moi!” and move receutly, Venice,
Genea, Florence, Bern, and Geneva, might have made the same
boast ; but we Yaukees have different notions on this point:
cockneys and countrymen, we all have the same rights, and the
good city of New York has never yet elatmed to eclipse the whole
State.  The counties of New York are not guite so badly served :
many of them do very well; but a very large number of the towns

snd villages are miserably off in this respect, and as for the town-
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ships into which the counties are divided, an outrigeously absurd
jumble of words hins been fastened upon too many of them, It
ought to be u erime little short of high treason, to give such
names to habituble places; we have Ovids and Milos, Sparias
and Hectors, mixed up with Smithvilles, and Stokesvilles, New
Palmyras, New. Herculuneurns, Romes and Carthages, and all
these by the dozen; for not content with fixing an ubsurd name
upon one spot, it is most carefully repeated in {wenty more, with
the ugyravating addition of all the points of the compass tacked
to it.

We cannot wonder that such gratuitous good-nature in provid-
ing a subject of merriment to the Old World should not have
been thrown away. 'The laugh was carly raised at our expeuse,
As long ago as 1825, some lines in heroie verse, as o model for
the imitation of our native poets, appuired in one of the English
Reviews,

“ Ye plains where aweet Lig-Muddy rolis along,
And Teapot, one day to be found in song,
Where Swans on Biscuit, and on Grindstone glide,
And willews wave upon Good- Woman's side ™
. . [ . * * .
“ Blest barda who in ¥our amorous Ferves call
Ou murmuring Pork, and gentle Cannon-Badl,
Split-Roek, and Stick-Lodge, and Two-Thousand-Mile,
White- Lime, and Cupboard, and Bad-Humaored Isla.”
. L] L) * L L] L]
* Igis with Bum aud Onien 1aust uot vie,
Com shall resign the pulm to Blowing-Fly,
And Thames snd Tagus vield to Great-Big-Little-Tiry ™

Retaliation is but ae indifferent defence, and is scldom needed,
21
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except in & bad cauwse. A very good reply, however, appeared
in an American Review, and it is amusing, as it proves that we
came very honestly by this odd fancy for ridiculous names, hav-
ing inherited the taste from John Bull himself, the following being
a sample of those he has bestowed upon his discoveries about the
world :
# Uh, could I seize the lyre of Walter Soott,
Then wmight [ sing the terrors of Blaok Pot,
Black River, Black Tail,
Long Nose, Kever Fail,
Black Water, Hlack Bay,
Black Point, Popinjay,
Pointa Sally nnd Moggr,
Twa-1ieaded and Fogpy,
While merrily, merrily bounded Coule’s bark,
By Kidnapper's Cape, and old Noah's Ark,
Round Hog laland, [og's-Hewls, and Hog-Lyes,
Hog-Bay snd log John, Tog's Thily, and Hog-Sties.”

* * - [ ] [ [ [

Perbups this taste is one of the peeubarities of the Anglo-Saxen
race, about which it is the fushion to wlk so much just now.
The discoverers from other nations do not seem to Iave laid
themselves open to the same reprouch. ‘The Portuguese names
for the Cape of Good lope, Labrador, Buenos Ayres, &e., are
very good ; both themselves and the Spariards gave roany re-
ligious names, but the navigators of these nations also left maoy
Iadian words wherever they passed. M, Von Humboldt observes
that Mantanzas, massacre, and Vittoria, eicfory, are frequently
scattered over the Spanish colomies. ‘The Itallans have madae
little impression in the way of names, though they have supplied

noted chiefs to many w fleet of discovery; probably, however,
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many words of theus would have been preserved on the Lemi-
sphere bearing an Italian nnme, if the language had been spoken in
any part of the continent, by a colony of their own.  As a peuple,
they have produced great leaders, but o colonists.  The French
have generully given respectable names, cither repetitions of
personal titles, or of locsl nanes, or else descriptive words  la
Loutsiane, les Carolines, le Maine, Montreal, QGuebee, Canada  for,
as we have already observed, leaving a good Indian name is equal
to giving one of our own, [t may also be doubted if the Freneh
have placed one really ridiculous word on the map.  The Duich,
also, have shown themselves trustworthy in this way ; their namnes
are rarely poetieal, but they are never pompous or pretending,
They are wsunlly simple, homely, and hearty s the Schuylkill,
or Hiding-Creek ; Reedr Isand; Boompties-Hoeck, Tree-1oint;
Barnewat, the Breaker-Gut; Great and Litde Ecee Harbors 3 Still-
water; Midwout, or Midwood ; Flachtebos, or Flatbush ; Greone-
bos, Greenbush ; Hellegat 1 Verdreitige Tk, Tedious Point ;) [u-
verstroo, or Qal Straw ; Yuonker's Rill, the Youny-Lord's-Creck;
Blovimen’d Dul, Bloomingdale, nre instanees. Among the most pe-
culiar of their nines, are Spyt-den-duyvel Kill, a Jittle stream,
well known to thoze who live on the lsland of Manhutian, and
Poliepel Lsland, a familiar object to all whe go up and down the
Hudson ; [n-spite-of-the-devil-ereek is u transhtion of the name
of the stream; formerly theve was a ford there, and the spot was
called Fonteyn, 8prings.  Pollepel means a Jadle, more especially
the ladle with which wafes were made, 8o suys Judge Denson,

In short, it would not be ditficult to prove that, happily for the
world, other nations have shown more taste and sense in giving

names than the English or the Yankees. 1t s remarkable, that
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both the mother country and her daughter should be wanting in
what would seem at first a necessary item in national exisience. a
distinetive name. The cltizens of the United States are compelled
to appropriate the title of the continent, and call themselves
Americans, while the subjects of the British Empire spread the
name of England over all their possessions; their sovereiygn is
kuown as Queen of England, in spite of lier heralds; their armics
are the armies of Englind, their flects are English fleets, and the
peaple are considered as Enghshmen, by their neighbors, whether
~ born in the Hebrides, or at Caleutta, at Tippevary, or the Cape
of Good Hupe.

Fortunately for us, the important natural features of this coumry
had already been well named by the red man,  The larger rivers,
for instance, and the lakes, are known by tine Indian words, unit-
ing both spund and meaning, for the Indian, the very opposite of
the Yankee in this respect, never gives an unfitting name to any
object whatever. As the larger streams of this country are among
the finest waters on the earth, it is indeed a happy circumstance
thut they should be worthily named ; .o words cun be better for
the purpose than these of Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio, Alabatha,
Altamaha, Monongahela, Susquelsumah, Potomae, &e., &e.  The
lakes, almost without an exeeption, are well named, from the broad
inland seas of Huron, Michigan, Frie, Outurio, te the lesser sheets
of wuter which abound in the northern ditudes of the Union it
is only when they dwindle into the mere pond of a neighborhood,
and the Indian word has been forgotten, that they are made over
to the tender merecics of Yankee nomenclature, and show us how
fortunate it is that we escaped the honor of naming Niagara and
Ontario,
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There are many censons for pre<eryving every Indian name which
can be aceurately placed; generally, ey are recommended by
their beauty; but even when harsh in sound, they have still a
elaim to be kept up on account of thetr historieal intorest, and
their connection with the dianlecets of the ditferent tribes, A name
is all we leave them, let us at lenst preserve that monument to
their memory ; as we trave] threugh the country, and pass river
after river, lake after lake, we may thus learn how many were the
tribes whe have melted away before us, whose very existence
would have been utterly forgotten but for the word which recalis
the nume they once bore.  And possibly, when we note how many
have been swept from the earth by the vices borrowed from civil-
ized man, we may become more carncst, more zealous, in the en-
deavor to aid those who yet Hnger among us, in reaping the bet-
ter fruits of Christian eivilization.

It is the waters particularly which preserve the recollection of
the ved man.  The Five Nations are ench commemorated by the
principal likes and the most important stream of the country
they onee inhabited,  Lakes Cavuga, Oneida, Onondags, and
Seneca, each recull a great tribe, as woell as the river Mohawk,
further eastward. There is & sound which, under many combi-
nations, seems to have been very frequently repeated by the Jro-
quois—it is the svlluble Ca.  This is found in Canada: it is pre-
gserved in two branches of the Mohawk, the East and the West
Canada, Lake Cunaderagua, to the south of the same stream ; Ca-
nandaizua, and Canadaseago, and Canajoharie, numes of Indian
towns; Cuyuwra, Candaia, Cayuta, Cayudutta, Canndaws, Cassa-
daga, Cassassenny, Cashaguash, Canasawacta, Cashong, Catto-

tong, Cattaraugus, Cashagua, Canghnawura, and Canarisugo,
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&e., &, are cither names still found in the froquois country, or
which forinerly existed there, Fhis syllable Ca, and that of Ot and
Os, were us common at the cummencement of A name as egua,
aqya, oqua, were at the conclusion.

Frum the roving life lead by the Tndians, hunting and fishing
in different places, according to the changes in the seasons, they
have left but few names to towns and vitlages, and seareely any
to plans and valleys, Nor does ¥ seem always easy to decide
whether they gave their own names to the lukes and rivers, or re-
ceived them from the streams ; in very many cases in this part of
the continent the lust would seem to have been the cuse, espe-
cially in the subdivisions of the clans, for seurce a river but what
had a tribe of its own fishing and huniing upon its banks, Their
names for the mountains have only reached us in a general way,
such as the Alleghany, or Endless-chain, the Kiwatinny, &e,
&e. Perliaps the faet that the mountains in this region lie chietly
in ridges, unbroken by striking peaks, may be one reason why
single hills have not preserved Indian names; but in many in-
stances the earclessness of the first colonists was probably the
eause of their buing lust, since uere ind there one of a boider
oulline than usual must have altructed the attention of such an
observant ruce.

Our own success in numing the hills has been indifferent; the
principal chains, the DBlue, the Green, the White Mountains, the
Catsberyrs, the Highlands, &c., de., do well enough in the mass,
but as regards the individual Julls we are apt to fail sadly. A
large number of them bear the patronymic of conspicuous po-
litical men, Presidents, Governors, &c., &o6. That the names of

men honorably distinguished should oceasionally be given to
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towns and counties, or to any mark drawn by the hand of so-
ciety upon the face of a country, would seem only right and
proper; but except in extraordinary cases growing out of some
peculiar connection, another class of words appears much bettor
fitted to the natural features of the land, its rivers, lukes, and
hills. There is a grandeur, a sublimity, about 8 mountain espe-
cinily, which should ensure it, if pussible, a poetical, or at least
an imaginative name. Consider 8 mountamn peak, stern and sav-
age, veiled in mist and cloud, swept by the storm and the torrent,
half-clad in the wild verdure of the evergreen forest, and say if
it be not a miseruble dearth of words and ideas, to eall that grund
pile by the name borne by sume honoruhle gentieman just turning
the corner, in ** honest broadcloth, close buttoned to the chin”
Indeed, if we except the mar in the moon, whose face is made
up of hills, and that stout Atlas of old, who bore the earth on
his shoulder, no private individual would scem to make out » very
clear claim to bestow his name upon a vast, rocky pile.  Perbaps
a certain Anthony, whose nose mests us so boldly in more than
one place, might prove a third exception, provided cne could
clearly make out his identity, But generally it must be admitted
that this eonnection betwesn a mountain and a man, reminds one
rather unpleasantly of that hetweeu the mountain and the mouse,

Doubtless it is no easy task to name a whole country. Those
gentlemen who devote themselves to making geographical dis-
coveries, who penetrate into unknown deserts, and cross seas
where pilots have never been before them, encounter se many
hardships, and have so many labors to occupy their attention, that
we cannot wonder if they are generally satisfied with giving the
first tolerable name which oceurs to them; and it is perhaps only
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& just reward of theh exertions that the names given by them
should be preserved.  But this privilege can only be claimed in
the earliest stages of discovery, Those who come after and fill up
the map, have not the same excuse. They have more time for
reflection, and a botter oppertunity for learning the true character
of a country in its details, and consequently should be better
judges of the fitness of tlniﬂgs.

And yet it is & mortilying fact that in this and in some other
points, perhaps, public taste has detertorated rather than improved
in this country ; the eurlitr names were better in their way than
those of a later date. The first colonists showed at least common
sense and shimplicity on this subject; it was a natuml feeling
which led them to eall their #rude hminlets along the shores of the
Chesapeake and Massachuselts Bays after their native homes in
the Old World; and although these are but repetitions, one would
not wish them ehanged, sinee they sprang from goad feeling, and
must always possess o certain historiead inferest.  But a continued,
frequent repelition not only wears away all meaning, but it also
hecomes very inconventent,  After the Revolution, when we sot
up for ourselves, then was the moment to make a chunge in this
respeet 3 the old eolonial feeling had died away, and a good op-
portunity offered for giving sensible, local names to the new towns
springing up throughout the country; but alas, then came the
direful invasion of the ghosts of old Greeks and Romans, headed
by the Yankee schoolmaster, with an Abridgment of Anecient Histo-
Ty in his fmckut It was then your Froys and Uticas, your Tullys
and Seipios, your Romes and Palmyras, your Homers and Virgils,
were dropped about the country in scores.  As a proof that the

enrlier names were far better than most of those given to-day, we
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add a few taken from the older counties of this State Coldspring,
the Btepping-Stones, White Sione, Riverhead, West-Furms,
Grassy Point, White lains, Canoeplace, Oakbill, Wading River,
Old Man's, Fireplace, Stony Brook, Fonda's Bush, Fish-house, &e.

Long Lsland shows an odd medley of names; it is in itzelf a sort
of historical epitome of our career in this way ; some Duteh names,
some [ndian, others English, others Yankee, with a sprinkling of
Hebrew and Assyrian.  Leng Island was the comman Duteh
name, The counties of Rings, Queens, and Suffolk eame, of
course, from England, sfter the conquest of the colony under
Charles IL; then we have Setauket, and Patchogue, Peconie,
Montauk, and Ronkonkoma, which are Indian, with many more
like them ; Flushing, Flatbush, Gowanus, Breuckelen or Brook-
lyn, and Wullabout, are Dutcli: Hlampstead, Oyster Bay, Near
Rockaway, Shelter Island, Far Rockaway, Gravesend, Bav Side,
Middle Village, and Mount Misery, ave eolonial; Centrevile, Fasg
New York, Meeluniesville, Hicksville, with others to mateh, ara
clearly Yankee; Jerusalem, we have always bulieved to be Jow.
ish ; Jericho, is Canaanitixh, and Babylon, we understand to be
Assyrian,

There is Jess excuse for the pompous fellv commiitted by giving
absurd names, when we remember that we are in fuct no more
wanting in good leading ideas for such purposes, than other peo-
ple. After the first duty of preserving as many Indinn words as
possible, and after allowing a portion of the counties and tewns
for monuments to distinguished men, either as local benefuctors
or deserving well of the country generaily, there would no doubt
still remain a large number of sites to be named. Tt we need

not set off on a wild gnose chase in quest of these, Combina-
ne
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tions from different natural objects have been hitherte very little
used in this cmmtr}',. and yet they are always very pleasing when
applied with fitness, and form a cluss almost jnexhaustible from
their capahility of variution.  Broadmcadows, Brookficld, River-
mead, Oldoaks, Nutwoods, Highborough, Hillhamlet, Shallow-
ford, Brookdale, Clearwater, Newbridue, &c., &e., are instunces
of the class of numes alluded 1o, and it would be easy ta coin hun-
dreds like them, nlways bearing in mind their fitness to the nat-
ural or artiticial features of the spot; springs, woods, lLieights,
dales, rocks, pustures, orchards, forges, furnaces, fictories, dc, &e.,
are all well adapted to many dilferent combinations in this way.

Another large and desivable class of numoes may be fonud in
those old Saxon words, which have been almust entirely over-
lovked by us, althouzh we have n perfectly good right 10 use
them, by descent and speech. They will bear connection either
with proper names or with common nauns. A number of these
may be readily pointed ont,  There s An or home, and borount,
also, which have cceasionally, thuugh rarelv, been used. We
give others of the xume kind ;

Rrry, meuns a town or a hamlet ; Seabury would therefore
suit & town on the sea-shure ;. Woodbury another near a wood,

Aise, speaks for itself, as rising ground,

Wick, has a twofold signitiention @ either a village, or o wind-
ing shore, or bay,  Sandwich would suit another village on the
shore ; Dushwick for & bushy spot upon some river,

Stead, and Stowe, and Stock, have all three the same generl
signification of a dwelling-place.  Thus, Newstead means also
Newtown ; Woodstock means a place in the wouds,

Burn and Bonrve, sienify either n stream or a boundarv, and
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would, with other words, either proper or common, suit many vil-
lages ; thus, Riverbourne, where two States or counties are di-
vided by a river. Alderbuim, for a village on a brook where
alders grow ; Willowburn also,

Shire, means a division.

Condbe, means a valley ; Meadowcombe, Longcombe, Beaver-
combe, are instances,

Ness, is a promontory or headland ; as Cliffness.

Wark, means a building ; like Newark.

Worth, means a street or road, or a furm, and combined with
otber words, would be adapted to many s hamiet; as Longworth,
Hayworth, Hopworth, &ec., &e.

Werth, Wearth, and Wyrth, with the same sound, have the
same meaning as Wortk,

Hurst, is a thicket of young trees; Elmhurst, Hazelhurst, Mu.
plehurst, are examples of its application,

Holt, is a wood. Gi'a.yhﬁ]t would do for a hamlet near an old
forest, Greenholt for a younger one; Beech-holt, Firholt, Aspen-
holt, are other examples,

Shaw, is also 8 wood, or 2 marked tuft of trees; Cedarshaw,
Shawbeech, Oakshaw, are examples.

Weald, also signities 2 weod ; Broadweald, Highweald, Pine.
weald, would make good names.

Weld, on the contrary, is & plain or open country, little wooded,

flithe, is a smal) haven or port.

Moor, is & marsh or fen,

More, on the contrary, and Moreland, signify hilly grounds.

Mere and Pool, Wuter and Tarn, are of conrse suitable for
small lakes,
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Thorpe, is a village ; Newthorpe, Valleythorpe, Hillthorpe, are
examples, .

Iy, is a hedge, and would suit a small hamlet where hedges
are found.

Iaw and Ileugh, mean small meadows,

Cott, or Cote, applies to cotiages, and would suit many hamlets,

By, as a termination, means a dwelling-place ; Iy or ligh, a
ficld,  Croft, a small enclosure,

Now woulidl not most of these, and others like them, answer
much better than the constant repetition of eiffe or town?  Let
us suppose o smull village ta spring up in a new country ; one of
its most pronuinent inhabitants, bearing the name of Antoninus
Smith, has shown much interest in the place, and contributed in
virious ways to its advancement.  lis neighbors are well aware
of the fact, and wish to express their sense of his merits by nam-
ing the little place afier lum.  Some, accordingly, propose An-
toninusville, others prefer Smithville ; one admires Smithopolis,
anothor Aatoninustown.  They are soon agreed, bowever, for
names are amohyg the very few subjects which it is not thought
necessary to submit to diseussion in (his wordy land of ours. A
pust is put up at the st crossing  the highway—-+ To Smith-
ville, 2 miles.”  Now weuld not Smithstead, or Smithbury, have
answered much better, showing that something may be done with
the most unpromising nume without tacking a mille to it ?

Then, again: if there be several places of the same name in
one neighborhood, as frequently happens, they are distinguished
by East, West, North and Souih; as for example : Scienceville,
East Sciencevilie, West Scicnceville, Scienceville Centre.  Now,

it happens that a fine grove of onka stands on a point guite near

m . m———
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the principal village; let us, therefore, change the name to Oak-
hurst, and instead of the pyints of the compuss, to distinguish the
difterent hamiets, let us call therm Upper and Lower, High and
Nether, Far and Near Oakharst, and would not most people de-
clare this an impravement ?

The very fact of our motley origin as colonists should provide
some good materials for naming new towns and villages.  Not by
weak and absurd repeiitions of all the European capitals in the
shanties of Amurican backwoods, but by adopting those termina-
tions peeuliar to ench nation which will bear an English pronun.
ciation. Buch may casily be found. Fflim, and Hensen, and
Daorf, and Feld, ave German words, well suited to many places in
Pennsylvania, Wyek, and Dual, and Dorp, are Duteh words,
which will bear the same conneetion with proper names of Duteh
origin.  The Huguenots from France may employ dnean, and
cote, and champ, and roche, and pline in the same way,  Some
Swedish and Norwegian words of the same kind would be weil
placed among the honest Seandinavian colonists wha have Jately
gone out upon the praivies of Wiseonsin and Towa. A it selee-
tion from Scotch, Irish, and Welsh words of the same class may
well be preserved among the deseendants of emigruants from those
countries, Now and then it would not be amiss if some of the
smaller lakes und pools, which are now worse than nimeless, were
to become loch Jeanie, or loch Mary, loch Davie, or loch Willie.
In short, if we would but think so, we have by far too many re.
sources in thisway, to be driven perpetually to the Clissical Dic-
tionary for assistance, :

Thursday, 8th.—Cool and blustering day, with sunshine in the
merning.
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The sleighing very go:;(l, thougl we have but little snow on
the ground,  Walked near (he village ; a solitary bird flew past
us, a sparrow, 1 believe; generally in winter most birds move in
flocks.

Friduy, 9th.—The papers this evening give an instance of a
man recently killed by panthers near Umbagog Lake, a large
sheet of wuter on the borders of New Humpshire. A bunter left
home one m:}rniug o Jouk after lus traps, as usual ; at night he
did nut return, and the next day his friends went out to ook after
him, when his body was found in the woods, manygled and torn,
with the tracks of  two punthers about the spot.  So fur as the
mirks in the snow could tell the sad history, it was believed that
the hunter had come suddenly on these wild ercutures ; that he
was afraid to fire, lest he should exasperate one animal by killing
the other, und had thought it wiser to retrace his steps, walking
backward, as was shown by his fout-prints; the panthers had fol-
lowed as be retreated with his fare toward them, but there were
no signs of a strugple for some distance.  He had, indeed, re-
turned half & mile fram the point where he met the animals, when
he lad apparently taken a misstep, and fallen backward over a
dead tiree; at this moment, the wild beasts would seem 1o have
sprung upon him.  And what a fearful death the poor hunter
must have died! DPanthers, it is said, would be very likely to
have taken advantage of such an accident, when they might not
Tuwve nttacked the man had he continued to fuce them without in
his ture attacking them. The body, when found, was torn and
mangled ; the hunter's gun, loaded and eocked, lay where it had
fallen ; but the creatures had left the spot when the friends of the

poor man came up, They were followed some distance by thewr
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tracks, and their crivs were distinetly heard in a tnisget ; but it
seems the animals were not attacked. Perhaps the men who fol-
lowed them were not armed, What a moment it must have been,
when, slon¢ in the forust, the poor hunter fell, and those fierce
beasts of prey bath leaped upon him!

Saturday, 10th.—Pleasant day, though coldish. We have
had no very severe davs, and no deep snow, since the first week
in January. ‘I'he season is considered a decidedly cold one; but
it hus been comparatively much more severe in other parts of the
country than in cur own neighborhuod.  Qur deepest snow has
been eighteen inches; we have known it three feet on a level,

Monday, 12th—1t 8 snowing this morning. Brook Trout
brought to the house. They are found in many of cur smaller
streams.  We received a very fine mess not long since; the two
largest weighed very nearly a pound; there are but few of that
size now Jeft in our waters. [t would seem that our Brook Trout
is entirely a northern fish.  Dr, De Kay observes that he hns
never heard of its being found north of the forty-seventh or south
of the fortieth pavallel of latitude.  In Olia, it is only known in
two small streams.  There is another viriety, the Hed-bellied
Trout, found in our northern mountain streams, a targe and beau-
tiful fish, of a dark olive-green color, spotted with salmon eclor
and erimson. The Hesh when covked is also of & bright red, ap-
proaching carmine.

Tuesdey, 13th—Fine day.  The good people are Leginning to
use the lake for sleighs : it is now crossed by severul rouds, run-
ning in different directions. In passinyg along this afternoon, and
looking at the foot-prints of herses, axen, and dogs, on the snow-

covered ice, we were reminded what different tracks were seen
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here only #venty years since.  Moose, stags, deer, wolves must
hive all passed over the lake every winter. To this duy, the
ire on the northern waters of our State is said to be strewed
with carcasses of deer, which have been killed by the wolves. In
former times, when the snow lay on these hills which we now
eall our own, the Indians by the lake shore must have often
watched the wild creatures, not only moving over the ice, but
along the hill-sides also, for at this season one can see far into the
distunt hanging woods, and a living animul of any size moving
over the white ground, would be plamly observed. To-day the
forests are quite deserted in winter, except where the wood-cut-
ters are at work, or a few rabbits and squirrels are gliding over
the snow,

It would seem that althourh the wild animals found in these
regions by the Duteh on their arrival, hiave been generally driven
ot of the southern and eastern eounties, al) the ditferent species
may vet be found within the Hmits of the present State. | Their
aumbers have been very much redueed, but they Dave not as yet
been entirely exterminnted.  The onty exceplions are the Bison,
which is credibly supposed to have existed here several centuries
since, and perhaps the Reindeer,

Bears were once VIV munerous in tlis pirt of the ecountry, but
they are now confined to the wilder districts.  Oceasionally, one
will wander into the cultivated neighborhoods,  They are sull
numerons in the hilly counties to the southward of our own, and
they do not appear te be very soon driven away from their old
grounds; within forty-five years, s bear has wintered in a cave on
a petty stream a eouple of miles from the village. They retire

with the first f2ll of snow, und pass three or four months in their
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annual sleep, living, meanwhile, upon their own fut; for they
never fail to carry a good stoek to bed with them in the autumn,
and they wake up very thin in the spring. Their flesh is said
to taste kike pork, They live on all sorts of fiuits and berites,
wild cherries, grapes, and even the small whortleberries.  Tloney
is well known as one of their grentpslt delicacies.  They also like
potatoes and Indian corn.  ‘They eat insects, small gquadrupeds
and birds, but prefer sweet {ruits to any other food. They are
from four to six feet in Jength, and three feet m heizht to the fore-
shoulders,

The moose, the stag, and the deer we have uiready noticed as
still found within our borders.

The panther, slso, it would seem, has made us quite & recent
¥isit.

Next in size to these larger quadrupeds comes the Wolf, The
American species measures four or five feet in length, and is rather
more robust thar that of Europe. Formerly it was helieved to
be smaller. We have two varieties in Kew York, the black and
the gray, the first being the most rare.  They are quile commion
In the northern countics, and are said to destray great numbers of
the deer, hunling them in packs of eight or ten.  They are par-
ticularly successful in destraying their prey in winter, for in sum-
mer the deer take to the water and eseape; but In winter, on the
ice, the poor ereatures are soon overlaken.  The hunters say that
the wolves destroy five deer where one is killed by man.  Some
years after this little village was founded, the howl of the wolf,
pursuiug the deer on the ice, wns a common sound of a winter's
night, but it is now many vears, half a century, perhaps, since

ove has been heard of in this neighborhond,
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Foxes are still to be found within the county, though not com-
mon. Two kinds bhetong to cur quadrupeds: the Red and the
Gray.  The red is the kugest, about three or four feet in length ;
there are two varieties of this fox which are less common, and high-
ly valued for their furs.  One is the Cress Fox, beavng the mark
of a dark cross on its back : this sells for twelve dollars, while the
common fox sells for twe dollars. 1t is found throughout the
State.  The Black Fox, aguin, s extremely rare ; it is almost en-
tirely black, and only secn in the northemn counties ; the fur is
considlered six times more valusble than thut of any other animal
in Amerea. '

The common Gray Fox, again, is a different species, smaller
than the red, and more daring. This is a southern animal, not
seen far north of 427, while it extends to Florida. Both the red
and the gray probably exist in this county, but as this is net a
sporting regiom, wee hear little of them.  Some skins of the red
fox are, however, sold every year in the village.

Beavers have become extremely rire in New York. They no
Ionger build dams, but are found only in families in the northemn
countivs, Three hundred beaver skins were taken in 1815 by the
&t Regis Indiins, in 8t. Lawrence county ; since then the animals
have become very rare,  They were furmerly very common here,
as in moest parts of the State; there was a dam at the outlet of
our lake, and another wpon a little stream about a mile and a half
Afrom the village, at a sput still bearing the name of Beaver Mead-
ows. These antmals are two or three feet long, of a bay or brown
color. They are nocturnal in their habits, and move on land
in successive lenps of ten or twelve feet. 'They are said to ent
fish as well as aquatic plants and the bark of trees. Old Van-
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derdonck declares that 80,000 heavers were killed annually in this
part of the continent during his residence here, but this seems
quite incredible.  Dr. De Kay has found, in a letter of the Duteh
West India Company, the records of the export of 14,891 skins
in the year 1635. In ten years, the amount they exported was
80,108, the same number which the old chronicler declares were
killed in one yeur. ‘The flesh was considered the greatest of dain-
ties by the Indians, the tail espeeially ; und in this opinion others
agrecd with them, for it is said thut whenever a beaver, by rare
good Tuck, was caught in Germany, the tail was always reserved

for the table of the Emperor.  The Russians, it seems, were great
admirers of beaver fur, and the New Netherlanders shipped their
skins to that country, where they were used as trimmings, and
then returned to the Dutch, after the hair had worn away by use,
ta be made into hats, for which they were better adapted in this
condition than at first.

Otters are now very rare indeed ; they were once very common
on our streams.  Their habits are much like those of the beaver,
but they are decidedly Jarger, measuring from three to five feet
in length, Their fur is vulued next to the beaver for hats and
caps, and is in great request, selling at eight dollars & skin.  These
animals have one very strunge habit: it is said that they actually
slide down hill on the snow. merely for amusement ; they come
down head foremost, and then, like so many boys, climb up for
the pleasure of the slide down again. They will amuse them-
seives for hours in this way. And even in summer, they pursue
the same diversion, choosing a steep bank by the side of a stream,
which gives them a dip as they come down, One would like to
see them nt their play  *“The Otter,” would be a very good
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name for one of the sirds used by boys for he same amuse-
ment,

Fisher is another name for the Black Cat, an animad nearly
theee feet in lewrth, which was formerly very numerous. [t is
nocturnal, eats small quadrupeds, and climbs trees, Tt feeds on
fisb also, stenling the bait and destroving traps, whence its name,

The Sable, or Marten, is a small hrown animal, about twn and
a half feet in length. It is nocturnal, and ‘fives entirely in the
trees of onr northern forests.  To procure this valuable fur, the
hunters will sometimes stretch a line of traps seross sixty or sev-
enty miles of country, allowing six to ten trups for each mile!
Every trup is visited zbout once in a fortnight. Dr. De Kay sup-
poses that cur Sable is ¢uite distinet from the European Pine Mar-
ten, to which it s allied.

The Ermine of New York is a small ereature, about one or two
feet in Jength ; in winter, it Js pure wiite, but brown in summer.
It is nctive and nocturnal.  Our people sometimes call it the Cata.
nHngo.

Then there are two Weasels, confounded at times with the Er-
mine, and about twelve inches in length, .

The Mink lives on fish, haunting ponds. [t is aboul two feet
in length, ‘

The Skunk we all know only too well. There is one in the
village now. which hus taken possession of the cellar of one of the
handsomest houses in the plaee, and ail but driven the family out
of doors, For several months it has kept possession of its quar.
ters with impuuity ; our friends being actually ofva’d to kill it,
lest its death should be worse even than its life.

The Welverine is another nocturmal ereatuce, about two feet

e
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and o hallin length, 1t destroys numbers of small animals, Its
color varies from eream to dark drown,  Jt is very troublesume
about the hunters’ traps, stealing their bait, but fortunately it is
rave. ‘The Indians ealled it Gwing-gwub-gay,” a tough thing. T
ts now unknown south of 42° though formerly extending to Cur-
olina,

Raccoons are found all over North America; they are about
the size of the Wolverine, two or three feet in length.,  We saw
une not long sinee, cuught in the neighhorhoad, and living in a
cage,  Their color varies: gray, mixed with black, 1t has been
describued as having  the limbs of a bear, the body of a badger,
the head of a fox, the nose of o dog, the tail of & cat, and sharp
claws, by which it elimbs trees like a monkey.” It is very par-
tial to swamps.  The flesh, when goung, i siid to taste like that
of a pig.  He cats not only fowls, but Indian corn, so that the
farmer has ae great partiality for him. The fur is valuable for hats.

There is ulo a sort of Marmot in this State, and quite a com-
mon amimal, too : the Woodehuck, or Ground-heg ; it is a social
creature, laying up stores of provisions in its burrow, It is about
twenty inches in length. Il is a great enemy to clover, upon which
it feeds.  They are found alike in the forest and upon the farm,
muking deep and lonyg burrows. '

The Muskrat, or Musqguash, is an aguatic creature, about eigh-
teen inches in length ; quite commeon,

The Opossum is alko found within our limits, in the southern
countics. Tt lives in trecs, feeding on birds” egys und fruits, Tt
is nocturnal, measures ahout two feet in length, and is of a gray-
sl white enlor,  East of the 1udson it s not found.

The Porcupine is nbout two and a half feet in length, a yentle,
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harmiess creature, thouch forbidding in its aspeet. It feeds on
the bark nnd leaves of the hemlock, ash, and basswood. Tn our
northern counties, they are still quite numerous.  They leave their
gpines in the bodies of their enemics, but are easily killed by a
blow on the nose.  The Indians of many tribes seem to have had
& geeat funey for the porcupine quills, showing much ingenuity in
using them for ernamental purpuses,

Such, with the rablit, and hare, and the squirrels, wre the more
important guadrupeds of this part of the country ; all these were
doubticss much more numerous in the time of the Hed man than
to-dav, and probably many of the species will entirely disappear
from our wouds and hills, in the eourse of the next century, Ther
have already become so rare in the cultivated parts of the coun-
tey, thut most people forget their existence, and are more familiar
with the history of the hall-fabulous Unicorn, than with that of
the American panther or mouse,

Weduesday, 14th.—Cold day.  Quite a rosy tlush on the lake,
or rther on the ice and snow which cover it ; there are at times
singular cfects of light and shade upon the lake at this season,
when passing clouds throw a shadow upon it, and give to the
broad white field very much the look of gray water,

It is 8t. Valentine’s duy, 2nd valentines by the thou-and are
passing through the post-ofiices all over the country.  Within the
last few years, the number of these letters is suid to have become
really astonishing; we heard that 20,000 passed through the
New York post-office last year, but one cannot vouch for the pre-
cise number.  They are guing out of favor now, however, having
been much abused of lute years,

The old Dutch colonists had a singular wag of keeping this
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hotiduy ; Judge Bensun gives nn account of it [t wis called
Vreoutwen-Dagh, or womans day. © Every mother’s daughter,”
says the Judge, * was furnished with a picece of eord, the size
neither toe large nor too small; the twist aeither too liurd nor too
loose ; & turn round the hand, and then a due length left to serve
as a lash,”  On the moraing of this Veouwen- Dugh, the little girls
—and some lurge ones, oo, probably, for the fun of the thing—
sallied out, armed with 'just such & cord, and every luckivss wight
of a lad that wax met received three or four strokes from this
ferninine laxh, It was not- ¢ considered fair to have a knot, but
fuir to practice a few days ta acguire the shioht”” The boys, of
course, passed the day in a state of more anxiety than they now
de under the auspices of 3t, Valentine ; “ never venturing to turn
a corner without first listening whether no warblers were behind
it.” One can imagine that there must have been some fun on
the occasion, to the lookers-on especially ; but a strange custom
it was. We have never heard of anything like it elsewhere. The
boys insisted that the next day should be theirs, and be called
Mannen-Dagh, man's day, *but my masters were told the law
would thereby defeat its own purpose, which was, that they
should, at an age, and in & way most likely never to forget it, re-
ceive the lesson of Manfiness, never fo sirdee,”  As the lesson has
- been well learnt by the stronger sex in this part of the world, it
is quite as well, perhaps, that the custom should drop, and Vrow-
wen-Dagh be forgotten.  But after this, who shall say that our
Dautch ancestors were not & chivalrous riace ?
Thursdoy, 15th.—Very cold.  8ull, bright duy ; thermometer
8° below 2cro this morning at sunrise.. ‘I'he evergreens feel this

severe weather, especially the pines ; when near them, one ob-
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serves thut their long slender leaves are drawn closer together,
giving a pinched look to the tufls, and the yoﬁng twigs betray an
inclination to droop, 'The hemlocks also lose something of their
brilllaney.  The bulsams do not seem to feel the cold at all.

Friduy, 166h.—Very cold, cloar day., 'Fhermometer 5° below
zero this morning again,

Looking ubroad through the windows such weather as this, in
a climale so decided as ours, one might almost be persuaded that
grivss, and foliyre, and fowers are dreamy fancies of ours, which,
hke the jewel-bearing trees of fairy-land, have never had a posi-
tive, real existence.  You Jook in vain over the gardens, and lawns,
and meadows, for any traces of the roses and vivlets which de-
lighted you lust summer, and which you are beyinning to long for
again.  But twrn your eves within doors, and  here vou shall God
the most ample proofs that leaves and hlossoms really grow upon
this earth of ours; here, within the walls of our dwellings, we
need no green-house, or conservalory, or flower-stand to remind
us of this fuet.  Here, winter as well as summer, we find traces
enough of the existence of that beautiful purt of the ereation, the
vegetation ; winter and summer, the most familiar objects with
which we are surrounded, which houtly contribute to our conve-
nience and comfort, bear the impress of the plants and flowers in
their varied forps and colors.  We seldom remember, indeed,
how large a portion of our ideas of grace and beauty are derived
from the plants, how constantly we turn to them fof models. It
is worth while to look about the first room you enter, 10 note how
very many proufs of this you will find there.  Searcely an article
of furniture, from the most simple and homely to the most ele-

gant and elaborate, but carries nbout it some imitation of this kind,
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either in its general outline, form, or eolor, or in some lesser de-
tails. Look at the chair on which your friend is sitting, at the
carpet bencath your feet, at the paper on the walls, at the cur-
tains which shut out the wintry landscape, at the table near you,
at the clock, the eandlesticks, nay, the very fire-irons—or it may
be the iron mouldings upon your stove—at the picture-frames,
the bock-case, the table-covers, the work-box, the inkstand, in
short, at all the trifling knick-knacks in the room, and ot all these
you may see, in bulder or fuinter lines, a thousand proofs of the
debt we owe to the vegetable world, not 0nly for so many of the
fabries themselves, but also for the beautiful forms, and colors,
and ormaments we seek to wnitate. Branches and stems, Jeaves
and tendrils, flowers and fruits, nuts and berries, are everywhere
the models,

As for our clothing, in eoloring as in its designs, it is & studied
veflection of the flowers, and fruits, and folinge ; nay, even the
bark, and wood, and the decayed leaves are imitated ; fenille
morle was a very fashionable color in Paris, once upon a time,
Midame Cottin, the authoress of the Exiles of Siberia, had a
“feuille morte” dress, which figured in some book or other,
thirty or forty years ago.  The patierns with which cur dresses
and shawls are stamped or woven, whether fiom the looms of
France, Italy, or Persia, are almost wholly taken from the fields
und gardens, Qur embroidery, whether on lace, or muslin, or
silk, whether it be the work of a Parisian, » Swiss, a Bengulce, or
a Chinese, bears witness to the same fact. OQur jewelry shows
the same impression. Tn short, the richest materials and the
cheapest, the lightest and the heaviest, are nlike covered with

blossoms, or vines, or leaves, in ten thousand varied combinations,

2y
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And such bas always been the case; the rudest savage, the
semi'- barbarian, and the most highly civilized races have alike twned
to the vegetation for their models,  Architecture, as we all know,
has been borrowed aimost wholly from the forest, not only in its
wrandur forms, but also in its lesser ornumental parts; the lotus,
the loneysuckle, and the acantlius, are found carved on the most
ancient works of man yet standing upon the cartlhi—the tombs and
temples of Iindostan, and Egvpt, and Greece  In short, from
the most precious treasures of ancient art, down to the works of
our vwn generation, we ind the same desiuns ever recurring.  The
most durable and eostly materials the earth helds in her bosom,
stone and marbie, gold, and silver, and gems, have been made to
assume, in a thousand imposing or graceful forms, the lines of the
living vegetation,  How very many of the proudest works of art
would be waunting, if there had been no grace and dignity in trees,
no beauty in leaves and Howers !

Probably the first rude attempts at poltery were mode,llcd upon
the rounded forms of the Eastern gourds. The rinds of vegeta-
bles of that kind were doubtless the first vessels used by man in
antediuvian times.  Wherever they are found, they are employed
tn this way by the savage mces of the present day.  ‘The Indians
of this purt of the world were using the rind of gourds as waler-
vessels in their wigwams, when the Dulch came among them ; the
colonists also borrowed the custom, glad to turn the  calabash™
te account in this way, since crockery and other hardware were
not easily procured. Before tin-ware and crockery had become
=0 cheap, calubashes or gourds were constantly seen in American
farm-houses, as waler-vessels, in common use; very possibly &
few nuy yet be found here and there, in rural, inland districts, at
the present hour.
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Among the remains of Aztec pottery, preserved in the Museum
at Mexico, therc are vessels in imitation of fruits, QOthers, how-
ever, are in the form of shells, a natural device for people living
between two oceans.

There is a design of art very coramon among us to-day, which
carries one far back into the forests of primeval ages, when hant-
ers were heroes.  Look at the tea-table beside you: if it he one
of neat workmanship, you will probably find that the legs are
curved in imitation of the claw of a lion, a device so common for
such purposes, that a villaygre workman will offer to cut it for you
in the black walnut, er bird's-eve maple, or mihogany, of a con-
tinent where no lion has ever been found! When first carved, in
Egvpt, or Asia, or Greece, it probably recalled some signal eon-
test within the bounds of the primeval forest, hetween the fiercest
of savage animals and some local Hercules.  From the dignity of
the animal, and the renown of the hunter, the device was pre-
served ; and it has been handed down by the most polished art-
tits of successive ages, until it has reached our own Western
World. Tt is very often found carved in marble, or moulded in
brenze, and generally, the acanthus leaf makes part of the design,

Saturduy, 17th— Bright, clear sunshine. Thermometer 4° be-
low zero at sunrise.

Sunday, 18k, —Cold and bright duy. Thermometer 2° below
zero at surnrise.

Monday, 19th.—Very cold ; bright weather; thermometer 12°
below zero at seven o'clock. We have had a week of scvere
weather ; generally, the ertreme cold does mot last longer than
three days at one time. There is a white frost, however, this
morning on the trees: the forerunner of a thaw, Walked, aa

uzual, though act far; in such weather one dues aot care to he
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out Tong at o time. It is something of nn exertion 1o leave the
fireeside and face sucl o sharp Trost.

Tuesday, 20tk —Growing milder,  Cloudy; thermometer above
zero at sunrise ; at two o'clock it had risen to twenty.,

Amused ourselves this evening by laoking alittle into the state
of things in our own neighhorhooed, as reported by the last ywen-
eral Cenxus ;. eomparing the eondition of our own vounty with that
of athers in the suae Swate, The growth of the inland region, to
which our valley belongs, will prove, in most respects, a goud ex-
ample of the state of the country generally.  The advance of this
eounty has alwavs heen steady and healthful | things have never
heen pushed forward with the annatural and exhausting impetas
of speenlation, to he followed by reaction.  Neither do we pos-
sess 1 rallroad or o canal within our Limits.  We have not even
a navigahle river within our bounds ; steamboats and ships are as
gr(‘at‘ strangers as the locomotive. Tt will be seen, therefore, that
we claim no striking advantages of our ewn, und what prosperity
we enjov, must flow from the general condition of the countre,
und the industry of our population, Improvement, indeed, has
here gone on steadily and gradually, from the time when the val.
ley was shaded by the forest, some sixty-five years singe, to the
present hour.  And now let us see what has been done in that
time.

The county is ove of fifty-nine in this State; its area is 832
square miles, thut of the State is 45,658 miles, The population
of the county in 18540, the date of the following estimates, was
49,628 souls, that of the State, 2,138,292 souls. This is the
nineteenth county in the State for extent, und the thirteenth for
pojralation. The people are seattered over the hills and vallevs,
i furm-houses and cottages, or collected in villages and hamlets ;
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the largest town in the county contained, at the date of these es.

timates, 1,300 souls,

First ot us look at the state of things in agricultural matters,
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We turn to the proceeds of the forest:

No, Val
ue, Keoin | Neo.. Valoe, e, fn]| Ouepo Co. aeXiog se—
Lounmy, Hinte.

Eumber, value, 30031 Valoe £3,591.302 | X XTIV,

Pt el Penrl Ashen, tans, 122 7613 XX,

Hkins aunl furs, | none  jAm. 15,530 | ——

Various other items siand as follows :

Caur-iren Furnarea, 7! Na, 19511V
Mauchinery medt™d, mluc. 24,750 | Am't  $2RO5317iIXNXNVI
Hordware L Sy T ‘1‘74’\\[{
Srll Arins wnft'd, Mia E

Preciogs Motaly ¢ 230 ¢

Grnunige and Marbie, &R Tang

Variona Motals, $21.00m |

Tiriek and Stove Houﬂes, 1| No.

Woaden 1310 =

Upon some occasion, when assailed by the statisties of his op-
ponents, Mr. Canning is said to have quietly observed, that * fow
things were more false than flgures, unless it be fucts,” an asser-
tien no doubt as true, as it is witty, There are probably many
errors in all these tables; perhaps one might point out two items
which are not strietly accurate in the statement of things in our
own county, It is suid, for instance, thut no flax is manufactured
here, while there is very frequently a little used in this way in
home-made manufactures, Then, again, no furs and skins are
reported : but a few fox skins are sold in the village, probably,
every year. Still, the genern] view is sufficiently accurate to be
very interesting. What & striking difference there is already, for
instance, in this new county, between the produce of the forests
and that of manufactures and agriculture! Furs and skins have
entirely disappeared, and in the place of the beaver and deer, our
valleys now feed & greater number of sheep than any other county
in the State. 'The produce of the lumber is already less than
that of the orehards.  The value of the maple sugar nearly equals
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that of the lumber. Tt will be cbserved, that for wool, hops, full-
ing-mills, and grist-mills, we are the first county in the State.
For wax we are the second ; and doubtless for honey also, though
honey is not specified in the table. For neat cattle we are the
third. For wheat the twenty-third ; thirty-five years ago, this
was one of the greatest wheat regions in the whole country, but
the weevil made its appearance, and became so mischievous that
our farmers have changed their wheat-ficlds into hop-greunds,

Oddly enough, for tobacco we are the second county, although
that does not say much, since only 744 lbs. are raised in the State,
and probably most smokers would think that amount more than
enough, for the quality must be very indifferent. But here and
there a little is raised by the farmers for their own uses, and per-
haps to fill a pipe for their wives now and then; quite a number
of country women in our neighbarhood are in the habit of smok-
ing, and occasionally, young women, too. Not that the habit s a
general one, though in rustic life, more women smoke than is
commonly believed. Formerly, there was probably much reore
tobacco raised in this State than at present, for in old times, when
we still had slaves among us, it was a general rule that every
head of a family among the blacks had a little patch of land al-
lotted to him expressly for the purpose of mising breom-corn and
tobaccot the corn he made up into brooms ard sold to the family,
the tobacco he kept for himself and his wife.

Observe that the woollen and cotton goods manufactured in this
State are nearly equal in value; the cotton goods amounting to
#£3,600,000, the woollen goods %3,500,000. The amount of home-
made goods exceeds either by a million, $4,600,000, The value

of the lumber, for the same year, was less than that of the home-
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made grml]ﬁ, and rather more than the value of the eotton man-
ufactures, £3,300,000, The dairy produce is very valuable,
£10,400,000.

It will be seen that there are a Jarge number of horses in this
county ; and nearly a hog for every human being, babies and all,
One howse in fourteen, amung thise built that year, was of stone
or brick, The proportion in the State generally, was one in six.

Wednesday, 21st.—The fullowing are the premiums allotied by
the County Agriculturnl Bociety for the best crops, at the last
Tarvest :
ezt nere of Wheat, . . ., . . Rbushels, , . . . . Prize 00
Seoonnd hest  do. e e e s M de. ... L, do. &3 00
Tiest aere of Hye, P e e . . 3B do e e e e . do. W

test do. Duckwheat, . . 2 de. . . . . . do. KW
Heet do.  Darley, . . . . . 4l do. e e .. do. W

Liest do.  Cats, P | do. . . . . . do. g3
Sopumil hest do. . 1 | do. e e e . de. 2
Third beat  do. F ] | do, - L I
Lest acre of Maizge, . . . . . . H¥ do. e s o do. 8400
Aecond Liest o, P - 1§ do. . . . . . do. W
Third et ddn. P L F e e e . dee g2
Nist hall aere of Petatoes, e X8 dee Lo L L, den g
Seenml host  da, da. R ] dn, e e e s . do, BION
Best ball acee Mareowfat Pess, . . 2 do. . . . . . de. @00
et ten rods of Corrota, e e o T3 do. e e e . do. @1MM
Seeond best tlo. do. .. . #6 do. .. ., . do. kIO
Dest ton roda of Manpgel-Wurzel, . . 81 do. Y (TR = W £
Beat speciinen of Apples, . . 0 0 . L L 0 . o . ddee g0
Beeond hest da. do. e [ R
Third best do.  do. T S 3 A H

Thursduy, 22d.—Quite milci again, Cloudy, Soft, bluish
haze on the hills, :

Walked about the village this afternoon, looking at last sum-
mer's birds’ nexts. Many nre «till left in the trees, and just now
they are capped with snow. Some birds are much more careful
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architects than others. The robins generally build firmly, and
their nests often remain through the winter,  The red-eyed viree,
or greenlet, or fly-catcher, as you please, is one of our most skill-
ful builders; his nest is pendulous, and generally placed in a
small tree—a dng-wood, where he ean find one ; he uses some
odd materinls : withered leaves, bits of hornets’ nests, flax, seraps
of paper, and fibres of grape-vive bark; he lines it with eaterpil-
lars’ webs, hair, fine grasses, and filres of bark.  'These nests are
so duruble, that a yellow-bird has heen known to place her own
over an old one of a previous year, made by this bird; and ficld-
mice, probably the jumping-mice, are said frequently to tuke pos-
sesston of them after the viveo and its brood ave gone,  But the red-
eved greenlet is rather & woud-bird, and we must not lovk for his
nestin the village. Llis brother, the white-eyed greenlet, frequently
builds in towns, even in the ornamental trees of our laroest eities,
in the fine sycamores of the older streets of Philadelphia, for, in-
stance, )
The nests ubout our village door-yurds and streets are chiefly
those of the robin, goldfineh, yellow-bird, song-spurrow, chipping-
bird, oriole, blue-bird, wren, Phoebe-bird, and cat-bird, with now
and then a few greenlets; probably some snow-birds also, ubout
the gardesr hedges or fences, This last summer it looked very
much as though we had also purple-finches in the village ; no
nest was found, but the birds were repeatedly seen on the garden
fences, near the sime spot, at a time when they must have had
young. 'Humming-birds doubtless build in the village, but their
nests are rarely discovered ; und they are always so small, and such
cunning imitations of tufts of lichens and mosses, that they are

ag#
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unobserved.  As for the numerous swullow tribe, their nests are
never found now-s-days, in trees,

Of all these regular summer vistors, robin builds the largest
and most conspicuous nest; he will often pick up long strings,
and strips of cloth or paper, which he interweaves with twigs and
grass, leaving the ends hanging out carelessly ; I have seen half
& dazen paper cuttings, eighteen inches long, drooping like stream-
ersin this way, from a robin’s nest.  The pensile nest of the oriole
is more striking and peeuliar, as well as much more neat than any
other. Specimens of all the various kinds built in trees are now
plainly seen in the branches; many have no doubt fallen, but a
good number have kept their place until to-day, through all the
winter storms. We amused ourselves this afteimoon with looking
after these nests in the trees as we passed along the different streets
of the village.

All these village visitors seem & very sociable race: they gen-
erally collect in little neighborhoods, half a dozen families in ad-
joining trees, leaving others for some distance about them unten-
anted. It is pleasant, alsa, to notice how frequently they build
near houses, ahout the very doors and windows, as though out of
friendliness to man, while other trees, quite as good as those cho-
gen, are standing vacant & lJittle farther off. In severa] instances
this afterncon, we saw two, three, and even four nests in one tree,
shading the windows of a house ; in very many cases, the three or
four trees before a house were all tenanted ; we cbserved a cot-
tage with three little maples recently planted in the door-yard,
and so much trimmed that they could scarcely boast a dozen
branches between them, yet each had its large robin's nest, The
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birds seem to like to return fo the same trees—some of the okder
elms and maples are regularly occupied every summer as a mat-
ter of course.

Theve is another favt which strikes one in looking at these nests
about the village : the hirds of different feathers show a very
marked preference for building in maples. It is true these trees
are more numerons than others about our streets, but there
are also elms, locusts, and sumachs mingled with them, enough,
at least, to deeide the question very clearly, This afterncon we
counted the nests in the different trees as we passed them, with &
view to this parlicular puint, and the result was as follows: the
first we cnme to were in a clump of young trees of various kinds,
and here we found nine nests, one in a locust, the other eight in
maples.  Then following the street with trees irregularly planted
on either side, » few here, a few there, we counted forty-nine
nests, all of which were in maples, although severnl elms and
locusts were mingled with these; frequently there were sev-
eral nests in the same maple. Next we found one in an elm;
then fourteen more in maples, and successively as follows: one in
a yellow willow ; eleven in maples; six in a row of old elms reg-
ularly inhabited every season, and as usual, an oriole nest among
these ;: one in 2 lilac-busk ; one in a mountain-ash ; eleven in ma-
Ples; one inan elm; one in a locust; six in maples; onein a
balm of Gilead ; two in lilac-bushes ; two in elms, one of them
an oriole nest, and ten in maples. Such was the state of things
in the principal streets through which we passed, making in all
one hundred and twenty-seven nests, and of these, eighteen were
in various kinds of trees; the remaining one hundred and nine

were in maples.
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One can easily understand why the orioles should often
choose the drooping spray of the elm for their pendulous nests—
theugh they build in maples and locusts also—but it is not easy
to see why so many different tribes should all show such a very
decided preference for the maples, It cannot be from these trees
coming into leaf earlier than others, since the willows, and pop-
lars, and lilacs are shaded before them. Perhaps it may be the
Inxuriant foliage of the maple, which throws a thick canopy over
s limbe,  Or it may be the upward inclination of the brunches,
ind the numerous forks in the young twigs, Whether the wood
hirds show the same preference, one eanmot say.  Dut along the
roads, and near farm-houses, one observes the same decided par-
tinlity for these trees; the other day we cheerved a maple not
fur from a farm-house, with five nests in it, and a whole orchard
close at hand, untenanted. ‘The sumachs, on the contrary, are
not in favor; one seldom sees a nest in their stag-horn branches.
Neither the growth of their limbs, nor that of their foliage,
scems to suit the birds

Friday, 23d.—VYery mild, sunshiny day; quite spring-like.
We have just now soft, thawing days, and frosty nights, the first
symptoms of spring,  Cocks are crowing, and hens cackling about
the barn-yards, always cheerful rustic sounds.

Saturday, 24th—Very mild and pleasunt.  The chicadees are
hopping about among the branches, pretty, cheerful, fearless little
creatures ; I stood almost within reach of a couple of them. as
they were ghiding about the lJower Jimbs of & sugar-maple, but
they did not mind me in the least.  They are regular tree birds,
one tarely sees them on the ground. The snow-birds, on the con-

trary, are half the time running about on the eartl. '
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The arctic or Lapland snow-bird is not unfrequent in this State
as a winter visitor, bul we have never scen it, or heard of it, in
this county. Prebably when it comes thus far south, it sceks
rather & milder climate than ours, for it has been secn even in
Kentueky and Mississippi.

The white snow-bird, a pretty little creature, with much white
in its plumage, is also, I believe, a strunger in our neighborhood,
never having seen it or heard of it here. A few are said to breed
in Massachusetts, and they are not rare in winter, in parts of this
State.  All these birds live mueh on the ground, and build their
nests there, and for & very good reason, since in their proper na-
tive country, in arctic regions, trees are neither very common nor
very tndl.  One of the north-western travellers, Capt. Lyon, once
found & nest of this bird in a singular position ; his party came acei-
dentally upon several Indian graves: « Near the large grave was a
third pile of stones, covering the body of a child, which was ¢oiled
up in the same manner. A snow-bunting had found jts way
through the looxe stones which eompased this little tomb, and its
now forsaken, neatly-built nest, was found placed on the neck of
the child.”

Monday, 26th.—Pleasant day, Long drive of six miles on the
lake. The snow is all but gone on shore, though it still lies
on the ice to the depth of several inches; it aceumulates there
more than upon the land, seldom thawing much, except in miny
weather. Two very large cracks cross the luke at prexent, nhout
five miles from the village; the ice is wpheaved at those puints,
forming a decided ridge, perhaps two feet in height ; it will doubt-
less first give way in that direction. The broad, level field of
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white looks beautifully just now, when the country about is dull
and tarnished, only partially covered with the dregs of the winter
snow. We met a pumber of sleighs, for the roads ave in a bad
condition from the thaw; indeed, wagons are out in the village,
During the kst week in February, and in Mareh, the lake is gen-
erally more used for sleighing than at any other period ; we have
seen heavily-loaded sleds, carrying stone and iron, passing over
it at such times, The stage-sleighs, with four horses and eight or
ten passengers, perhaps, oceasionally go and come over the ice at
that season. Our people are sometimes very daring in this wav;
they seldom leave the lake until some horse or sled bas been lost;
but happily, althougl there have been narrow escapes of this
kind, no lives have yet been Jost,

Puesday, 27th.—Lovely day, Out on the ice again. Drove
under Darkwood Hill; the evergreens looked sombre, indeed, all
but black. On most of the other hills, ene could see the ground
distinetly, with fallen timber lying like jackstraws scattered about.
But the growth of evergreens on Darkwood Hill is so dense, thas
they completely screen the earth.  Went on shore for a short dis-
tance near the Cliffls. It is pleasant driving through the woods,
even in winter; once within their bounds, we feel the charma of
the forest again. Though dark and sombre in the background,
yet close at band, the old pines and hemlocks are green as ever,
with lights and shadows playing about them, which in the dis-
tance become imperceptible, The trunks and limbs of the leafless
trees, also, never fail to be a source of much interest. The pure
wintry air is still touched with the fragrance of bark and ever-
greens, and the woods have & winter-light of their own, filled with
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psle gray shadows fulling on the snow.  The stillness of the for-
est is more striking and impressive at this season than at any
other ; one may glide along for miles over some quiel wood-read,
without secing or hearing a living thing, not even a bird, ora
chipmuck. The passing of the sleigh seems ajmost an intrusion
on the haunts of silence.

Dead and shrivelled leaves are still hanging on some trees, here
and {here; not all the storms of winter have been able to loosen
their hold on the lower Iimbs of the beeches; they cling, also, at
this late day to some oaks, and hickories, and maples, The wych-
hazels are oddly garnished, bearing, many of them, their old
leaves, the open husks of last year’s nuts, and the shrivelled yel-
Josr flowers of autumn. Within these lies the young fruit, which
has made but litile progress during the last three months, .

Wednesduy, 28th.—Delightful day, Pleasant drive on the inke.
Went on shore at the Cliffs for egrgs; the poultry-yard had quite
a cheery, spring look.

Our winters are undoubtedly cold enough, but the weather is
far from being always severe. We have many moderate doys,
and others, even in the heart of winter, which are soft and balmy,
a warm wind blowigyg in your face from the south until you won-
der how it could have found its way over the snow without being
chilled. People always exclaim that such davs are quite extraor-
dinary, but in truth, there never passes a year without much
weather that is unsensonably pieasant, if we would but remember
it. Andif we take the year throughout, this sort of weather, in
all its varieties, will probably be found more favorably divided for

us than we fancy. Mt is true theve are frosty nights in May, snme-
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times in June, which are mischievous to the erops and gardens.
But thei it frequently happens, also, that we bave charming duys
when we have no right whittever o expect thermn ; delightful No-
vembers, soft, mild weeks in December, pleasant breaks in Jan-
uary and  February, with early springs, when the labors of the
husbundman commenee much sooner (han usuad,  We have seen
the fields in this valley plonghed in February ; and the canle
grazing uutil late in December,  Every year we have some of
these plensant momenis, one season more, another less 3 but we
soon forget theny.  ‘the frosts and chilly days are remembered
much longer, which does not seem quile right.

It is an additional charm of these clear, mild davs in winter,
that they often bring very beawtiful sunsets.  Not those gorgeous
piles of clonds which are seen, perhaps, as frequently after the
summer showers, as at any other period; but the sort of sunset
one would not look for in winler—some of the softest and sweet-
est skies of the year.  This evening the heavens were very beau-
tiful, ns we drove homewnrd over the jee; and the same effect
muay frequently be scen in December, Junuary, or February, One
of the most beautlul sunsets ] have ever beheld, oceurred here
several years since, towurd the last of February, At such times,
a warmer sun than wsual deaws from the yielding snow o mild
mist, which softens the dark hills, and nising to the sky, livs there
tn Jong, light, cloudy folds,  The choicest tints of the heavens ure
seen at such moments; tender shades of rose, lilac, and warm
gold, opening to show beyond a sky filled with delicate green
light,

These ealm sunsets are much less fleeting than others: frum
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the moment when the clouds flush into color at the approacit
of the sun, one may watch them, perhaps, for more than an
hour, growing brighter and warmer, as he passes slowly on his
way through their midst; still varying in ever-changing beauty,
while he sinks slowly to rest; and at last, long after he bas drop-
ped beyond the farther hills, fading sweetly and imperceptibly, ag
the shadows of night gather upon the snow

THE EXND,
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