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PREFACE.

Tuere are several reasons why an Ame-
rican, who writes a novel, should choose
his own country for the scene of his story—
and there are more against it. To begin
with the—pros—the ground. is untrodden,
and will have all the charms of novelty ;
as yet but one pen of any celebrity has
been employed among us in this kind of
writing ; and as the author is dead, and
beyond the hopes and fears of literary re-
wards and punishments, his countrymen
are beginning to discover his merit—but
we forget, the latter part of the sentence
should have been among the—contras.
The- very smo'ularlty of the circumstance
gives the book some small chance of being
noticed abroad, and our literature is much
like our wine—vastly benefited by travel-
ling. Then, the patriotic ardour of the
country will insure a sale to the most

A2
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humble attempts to give notoriety to any
thing national, as we have the strongest
assurances our publisher’s account of‘proﬁt
and loss will speedily show. Heaven forbid,
that this don’t prove to be like the book
itself—a fiction. And lastly, an Author
may be fairly supposed to be better able to
delmeate character, and to describe scenes,
where he is' familiar with both, than in
countries where he has been nothing more
than a traveller. Now for the contras—we
will begin by removing all the reasons in
favour of the step.  As there has been but
one writer of this ‘description hitherto, a
new candidate for literary honours of this
kind, would be compared with that one,
and uifortunately he is not the rival that
“.every man would select: Then, although
the English critics not only desire, but in-
vite works ‘that will give an account of
American manners, we are sadly afraid
they mean nothing but Indian manners ;
we are apprehensive that the same palate
which can relish the cave scene in Edgar
Huntly, because it contains an American, a
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savage, a wild cat, and a tomahawk, in a
conjunction that never did, nor ever. will
occur—will revolt at descriptions here,
that pourtray love as any thing but a
brutal passion—patriotism as more than
money-making—or men and women with-
out, wool. ;We write this with all due de-
ference to our much-esteemed acquaint-
“ance, Mr. Czesar Thoinpson, a character we
presume to be well known to the few who
read this introduction ; for nobody looks
at a preface until they are at a loss to dis-
cover from the book itself, what it.is the
author means. Then touching the reason,
which is.built on the hope of support from
patr.iotic‘ pride, we are almost ashamed to
say, that the foreign opinion of our love
of country is nearer the truth than we af-
fected to believe in the foregoing sentence.
As for the- last reason in favour of an
American scene, we are fearful that others
are as familiar with their, homes as we
are * ourselves, and that consequently.
the very,familiarity will breed contempt ;
besideS, if we make any mistakes, every
A3
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body will know it. Now we conceive the
moon to be the most eligible spot in which
to lay the scene of a fashionable modern
novel, for then there would be but very
few.who could dispute the accuracy of - the
delineations; and could we but have ob-
tained the names of some conspicuous
places in that planet, we think we should
have ventured on the experiment. 1t is
true, that when we suggested the thing to
the original of ‘our friend Cesar, he obsti-
nately refused to sit any longer if his pic-
ture was’ to be transported to any such
heathenish place. We combated the opi-
nions of the black with a good deal of per-
tinacity, until we discovered the old fellow
suspected the moon to be somewhere-near
Guinea, and that his opinion of the lumi-
nary was something like Iluropean notions
of our States—that it was not a fit resi-
dence for a gentleman. But there is still
another class of critics, whose smiles we
most covet, and whose frowns we most ex-
pect to encounter—we mean our own fair.
There are those who arc hardy enough to
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say that women. love novelty ; and a pro-
per respect to our own reputation for dis-
cernment compels us to abstain from con-
troverting. this opinion. .'The truth is, that
a woman is a bundle of sensibilities,. and
these are qualities- which exist chiefly in
the fancy. - Certain moated castles, draw-
bridges, and a kind.of classic nature, are
much required by these imaginative beings.
The artificial distinctions of life also have
their peculiar charms with the softer sex,
and there are many of them who think the
greatest recommendation a man can have
to their notice, is the ability to raise them-.
selves in the scale of genteel preferment ;
very many are the French valets, Duatch
barbers, and English tailors, who have
received their patents of nobility -from the
credulity of the American fair; and oc-
casionally we see a few of them, whirling
in the vortex left by the transit of one of
these -aristocratical meteors, across the
" plain of our confederation. In honest
truth, we believe, that one novel with a.
lord in it, is worth two without a lord,
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even for the nobler sex—meaning us men.
Charity forbids our.insinuating that any of
our patriots respond to the longings of the
other sex, with an equal desire to bask in
the sunshine of royal favour; and least of
all, may.we venture to insinuate, that the
longing generally exists in a ratio exactly
proportioned: to .the violence with which
they lavish their abuse on the institutions
of their forefathers.—There is ever-a re-
action in human feelings, -and. it ‘was
only when he found them unattamable '
that Asop makes the fox call ‘the . grapes
sour! « . 2 o ,
. We would not ‘be undelstood as throw-
mg the gauntlet to our fair countrywomen,
by. whose opinions it is that we expect to
stand or fall ; we only mean to say, that
if we have got no lords and castles in the.
book, it-is- because there are noue-in the
country. We heard there was a noble
within fifty miles of us,’and went that dis-
tance to see him, iitending to make our
hero look as much like him as possible ;
when we brought home his deseription,
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the little gipsey, .who sat for Fanny, de-
clared she would’nt have him if he were a
king. 'Then we travelled a hundred.miles
to see a renowned castle to the east,.but,
to our. surprise,” found it had so. many
broken windows, was such an out-door
kind of a place, that we should be want-
ing in Christian bowels to place any family
in it during the cold months: in short, 'we
were compelled to” let. the yellow-haired
girl choose her own suitor, and lodge the
Whartons in a comfortable, substantial,
and unpretending cottage. We repeat we
mean nothing disrespectful to the fair—we
love them next to ourselves—our book—
our money—and a few other articles. , We
know them to be good-natured, good-
hearted—aye, and good-looking hussies
enough : and heartily wish, for the sake
of one of them, we were a lord, and had
a castle in the bargain.

We do not absolutely aver, that the
whole of our tale is true ; but we honestly
believe that a good portion of it is; and
we are very certain, that every passion re-
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corded in the volumes before the reader,
has and does exist ; and let us tell them
that is more thau they can find in every
book they read. We will go farther, and
say that they have existed within the coun-
ty of West-Chester, in the State of New-
" York, and United States of America, from
which fair portion of the globe we send our
compliments to all who read our pages—
and love to those who buy them.

New York, 1822. h
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CHAPTER I.

And though amidst the calm of thought entire,

‘Some high and haughty features might betray

A soul jmpetuous once—’twas earthly fire

That fled composure’s intellectual ray,

As Etna’s fires grow dim before the rising day.
Gertrude of Wyommg

It was near the close of the year 1780,
that a solitary traveller was seen pursuing
his way through one of the numerous little
valleys ‘of West-Chester. The easterly
wind, with-its chilling dampness, and in-
creasing violence, gave unerring notice of
the approach of a storm, which,. as usual,
might be expected to continue for several
days: and the experienced eye of the tra--
veller was turned, in vain, through the

VOL. I. B ¢ :
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darkness of the eveuing, in quest of some
convenient. shelter, in which, for the term
of his confinement by the rain, that already
began to mix with the atmosphere in a
thick mist, he might obtain such accom-
modations as hisage and purposes requned 4
Nothing, however, offered, but the smail
and inconvenient tenements of the lower
order of inhabitants, with whoin, in that"
immediate neighbourhood, he did not think
it either safe or politic to trust ‘himself.

The county of West-Chester, after the
British had obtained possession of the
island of New-York, became common
ground, in which both parties continued
to act for thc remainder of the war of the
rev olution.- A large proportion of its inha--
tants either restrained by their attach-
ments, or intluenced by their fears, affected:
aneutrality they did not always fcel. The
lower towns 'w“ere, of course, more parti-:
cularly under the dominion of the crown,
while the upper, finding a security from
the vicinity of the continental troops, were
bold in-asserting their revolutionary opi-

-
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nions, and their right to govern tflemselves.
Great numbers, however, ~wore , masks,
which even to thisday have not been thrown
aside; and many an individual has gone
down to the tomb, stigmatized as a foe to
the rights of his countrymen, while, in se-
cret, he has been the useful agent "of the -
~ leaders of the revolution; and, on‘the other
hand, could the hidden repositories of
divers flaming patriots have been -opened
to the light of day, royal protections would
have been discovered, - concealed unde1
piles of British gold.

At the sound of the tread of the noble
horse ridden by the traveller, the mistress .
of the farm house he was passing at the
time, might be séen cautiously opening
the door of the building to examine the
stranger ; and, perhaps, with an “averted
face, communicating the result of her ob-
servations to her husbdnd who, in the
rear of the ‘bmldmg, was prepared to seek,
if necessary, his ordinary place of conceal-
ment in the adjacent woods.” The valley’
was situated about mid-way in the-length’

B2
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, of the county, and was sufficiently near to
either army to-make 'the restitution of
stolen' goods no uncommon occurrence in
that vicinity. ' It is true, the same articles
were not always regained, but a summary
substitute was generally resorted to, in the
absence of legal justice, which restored to
the loser the amount of his loss, with no
inconsiderable addition’for the temporary
use of his property. = - v

The passage of a stranger, with an ap-
pearance of somewhat doubtful character,
and mounted on an animal, which, although
unfurnished with any of the ordinary trap-
pings of war, partook largely of the bold
and upright carriage that distinguished his
rider, gave rise to many surmises among
the gazing inmates of the different habita-
tions; and, in some instances, where con-
science was more than ordmarlly awake,
to no little alarm. N

Tired with the exercise of a day of. un-
usual fatigue,' and anxious to obtain a
speedy shelter from the increasing violence
of the storm, that now began to change its
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character to large drops of driving rain, the

traveller determined, as- ‘a matter of ne-

‘cessity, to.tnake an apphcatlon for admis-

sion to, the next dwelling that offered., An V

oppon,tumty was not long wantmn‘; and,

riding through a pair of neglected bars, he'

knocked -loudly" at,the outer door ‘of a
building, of very humble exterior, without
quitting - his saddle. A female of middle
age, with an outward bearing but little
more prepossessing than her dwelling, ap-
peared to answer to his summons. The
startled woman half closed her dooragain,
in aflright, as she saw, by the glare of a
large wood fire, a mounted man so unex-
pectedly near its threshold; and an ex-
~ pression of terror, mingled with her natural
curiosity, as she required his pleasure.
Although the_door was too nearly closed

‘to admit of a minute scrutiny of ‘the ac-

commodations within, sufficient had been
seen to cause the horseman to endeavour,

“

once more, to penetrate.the gloom, with.

longing eyes, in search of a more promis-
ing - roof, before with an  ill-concealed
B 3
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reluctance, he stated his necessities and
" wishes. His request was listened to with
evident unwillingness, and while yet un-’
finished,, was. interrupted,” in a tone of
reviving confidence, and an air of pert vo-
lubility, as she replied, in a sharp key—

“ 1 can’t say I like to give lodgings to a
stranger in these ticklish times ; 1’'m no-
thing but a forlorn lone body ; or, what's
the same thing, there’s nohody but the old
gentleman at home ; but a half mile further
up the road, is a house, w,vhére you can get
entertainment, and that all for nothing—
I am sure ’twill be much convenienter to
them, and more agreeabler to me; because,
as 1 said befoxe Harvey is away —I wish
he’d take advice, and leave off wandering ;

“he’s. well to, do in the world by this tlme s
and he -ought to leave off 'his unsteady
courses, -and settle in life.—But Harvey
Birch will have his own way, and -diea
vagabond after all.” ‘

.. 'The horseman did not wait to hear more
th:m the advice to pursue his course up the
road ; but had slowly turned his horse to-

“
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‘wards the bars, and was gathering the’folds
of an ample cloak around him, preparatory.
to again facing the storm; when something
in the speech of the female suddenly ar:
rested the movement: ‘ L

¢ Is this, then, the dwellmrr of H‘uvey
Birch ?’” he inquired, in" an appalentlym-
voluntary. manner—checking himself;" as
he was about to utter more. YT
¢ Why, one can hardly say it is’ h:s '
dwelling,” replied the othex, drawing a
breath somewhat between a sigh and =a
groan; “ he is never in it, orso seldom;
. that' I hardly remember his face, when he
does thing it worth his while to show it to
his poor.old father. and——me. But it
matters little-to me, I’'m sare, if he ever
comes back again, or not-——tarn -in the
first' gate ‘on your left ;—no, ‘I care but
little’ for my part,” whether- Harvey " ever
shows his face again or not—no, not I;""—
and she closed the door abruptly on the
horseman, who gladly extended his- ride
a half mile further, to obtain lodgings]

g 4 '
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Whlch promised both’ more comfoxt and
, «rxeater security. AN SR

Suﬁimentllght)et remamed to enable thc
traveller to distinguish the improvements
" whichhadbeen made in the cultivation,and
general appearance of.the groufids around
the building to which he was nowapproach-
ing. The housé was of stone, long, low,
and with a small wing at either extremity:
A piazza, extending along the front, with
neatly turned pillars; together with" the
good order and. preservation . of its fences
and out buildings; gaveit.an'air altogether
superior to_the common farm houses of the
country. - After leading his horse behind
an angle of the wall, where hé as in some
degree protected from the wind and rain,
the traveller threw his valisse over his arm,
and knocked loudly at the entrance of the
building for admission. An aged black
soon .appeared ; and, without seeming to
think it necessary, under the circum-
stances, to-consult his superiors—first tak-
ing one pryinglook at the applicant, ‘by



9 »
the light of- the candlé in his hand—he ac-
ceded to the request for accommodations.
The traveller was shown into an extremely.

neat parlom where a fire had been- light-

ed; to cheer the dulness of an easterly
storm, and an . October evening. After
giving the valisse into- the keeping of his
civil attendant, and pohtely repeating his
request to the old gentleman who rose. to

N

receive him, and paying his compliments .-

to the three ledles who were seated at their”

needles, the stranger commenced laying
aside some of the outer garments whlch he
had worn in his ride. coTT
On takmg an extra handKerchief Trom hls
neck, and removing a cloak of blue cloth,
with a surtout of the same material, he ex-
hibited, to the scrutiny of the party within,

a tall and extremely graceful person, of

apparently fifty years: of age ;; his counte-
nance evinced a settled composure and.

dignity ; his.nose was straight, and ap-

proaching to Grecian; his eye, quiet;

thoughtful, -and rather melancholy ; the

mouth and lower part of his face expresswe
. B-D

-

/



10

of decision and much' character. His dress,
being suited to the road, was simple and
plain, but such as was worn by the higher
class of his countrymen ; .he wore his own
bair, dressed in a manner that gave a mili-
tary air to his appearance, and which was
rather heightened by his erect and con-
spicuously graceful carriage. His whole
appearance was soimpressive and decidedly
that of a gentleman, that as he finished
laying aside the garments, the ladies rose
* from their seats, and, together with the
master of the house, received anew, and
returned, the complimentary greetings
which were again offered. .

The host was by several years the senior
of the traveller, and by his manner, dress,
and every thing around him,.showed he
had seen much of life and the best society.
The ladies. were—a. maiden of forty, and -
two younger ones, who did not seem to
have reached half those years. The bloom
of the elder of. these ladies had'vanished,
but her eyes, and fine hair, -gave an_ ex-
tremely agreeable expression to her counte-
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nance; and there was a softiess and ‘affa:
bility in her “deportment, ‘that added’ &
charm many more juvenilé faces do mnot
possess. The sisters—for such the resem-
blance between the younger maidens de-
noted them to be—were inall the pride of
youth; and the roses, so eminently the
‘property of the West-Chester fair, glowed
with their richest colours’ on their chéeks;
and lighted their deep blue eyes with that
lustre which gives so much pleasure to the
beholder, and indicates so much intioceiice
and happiness in themselves. -There was
much of that feminine delicacy in the ap-
pearance of the three, which; in a great
degree, distinguishies the sex in this coun-
try; and, like the gentleman, ‘their de-
meanour proved them to be women of the
higher order of life. SRR '
After handing a glass ‘of ‘excellent Ma-
deira to his guest Mr. Wharton: 1esumed
his seat by the “fire, - with -another in his
own hand. For a moment he paused, ‘as
- if debating <with his politeness,. but, "at
: : .. B b6 Mo el

:
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length,, threw an .inquiring glance on the
‘ stranger, as he asked, w1th a formal bow—

“To whose health am_ T to: have the
honour of drinking 22’ .

The traveller had also seated hlﬂYSc]f
and sat, unconsciously gazing on the fire,
when Mr. Wharton spoke; turning. his
eyes slowly. on his hos,t,»wit'h a look of close.

. observation, he replied, bowing in his turn,
while a faint tinge gathered on hlskpale
features— . AT

““ Mr. Harpel.” ‘ SR

““ Mr. Harper ”” resumed the other, vnth
the formal precision of the day, -1 have
the honor to drink your health, and . hope
" you w1ll sustain no;injury;from the rain to
which you have been exposed.”

Mr. Harper bowed insilence to the com-
pliment, and soon resumed the meditations
from which he appeared to have, been in-
terrupted. . . . ' P

The young ladies had again taken thelr
seats. beside the wor_k s_tand whlle their
aunt, Miss Jeanette Peyton,” had with-
drawn, to superintend the preparations

’
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necessary to appease the hunger of their
unexpected visitor. _ A short silence’ pre-
vailed, durmg which Mr. Harper was ap-
parently enjoying the change'in his situa-
tion, when Mr. Wharton .again broke it.
by i mqumug, 1in the same polite, but fon-
inal manner,, whether smoke was dlsaﬁree-
able to, his’ companion ; to which he re-
ceived as polite 4 negative, and immediately,
resumed  the pipe he had laid aside at the
entrance of: the traveller. :
_ There was an evident desire on the part
of the host to enter into conversation; but
either from an apprehension of treading on
dangerous ground, or an unwillingness
to intrude upon the rather studied tacitur-
nity of his guest, he several times hesitated"
before he could venture to make any fur-
ther remark. At length, 'a movement of
Mr. Harper, as he raised hig*eyés to the
party in the room, encourawed him to*
proceed. B L S S

¢ I find it very dlﬁlcult » said Mr. Whar-
ton, ‘cautiously avoiding,” at first, such-
subjects as he wished to-introduce, * to
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procure that quality of tobacco for my
evenings’ ‘amusement, ‘to which I haVe
been accustomed v

““1 should think the shops in New-York
might furnish the best in the country,” re-
joined the other, with his usual gravity.
~ “ Why—yes,” returned -the host, in
rather a hesitating manner, lifting his eyes
to the face of Harper, and lowering them
quickly, under his steady look, “ there
must be plenty in town, but the war has
made any communications with'the city,
however innocent in themselves, too dan-
gerous to be risked for so trlﬂmg an article
as tobacco.” N ‘

“The box from whlch Mr. Wharton had
just taken a supply for his pipe, was lying
open, within a few inches of the elbow of
Harper, who took a small quantity of the
article, and applied it to his tongue, in a
_manner. perfectly natural, but one’ tlnl'
filled his companion with instant alarm.,
Without, however, observing - that the
quality was of the most approved kind, the
traveller rélieved -his host - by relapsing:
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again into his meditations. - Mr. Whartoun
now felt unwilling to lose the advantage
he had gained, and, makmg an effort of
more than usual vigor, he continued—
< 1 wish, from the bottom of triy heart,
this unnatural struggle was over, that we
might again meet our fuends and relatxves
iti peace and love.”’! e e B
¢ 1t is much to be desired;” said Harper,
emphatically, again raising his eyes to the
countenaince of his host.
- T hear of no movements ‘of ;:onsei
quence since the arrival of our néw allies,”
said Mr. Wharton; shaking the ashes from
his pipe, and turning his back to the other;
under the pretence of receiving a coal from
his youngest daughter. s
““ None have reached' the publlc yet, I
believe,” replied the traveller, crossing his
leg with steady composure.- S
" s it thought any important steps are’
about to be taken ?” continued Mr. Whar-
ton, still occupied «with his-daughter, "yét"
unconsciously suspending his employment
in expectation of a reply. . =
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““Is it intimated any are in agitation ?’%
inquired’ the *other, evasively, and;,in a
slight degree, adopting-the affected indif-
ference of Mr. Wharton’s maniier.

< Oh! -nothing in particular,” said the
host, hastily— but it is natural ‘to expect
something, you know, sir, from so power-
ful a force as the one under Rocham-
bean.” . . %

Harper made an assenting inclination
with his head, but no other reply to this.
remark ; while Mr. Wharton resumed the
subject by saying— \

‘“ They appear more active in the South
—Gates and Cornwallis’ seem w1lhr3g to
bring the war to an issue there.” -

The brow of Harper contracted ; and a
deeper shade: of melancholy crossed his
featureb—hls eye kindled with a transient’
beam “of fire, that spoke a latent source
of deep feeling. The: admiring gaze of
the younger of the sisters had barely time:
to read its ekpression, before it passed.
away, leaving in its room the acquired
composure which marked the ‘countenance

1

\
N
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of the stranger, and that impressive dig-
nity which so- consplcuously denotes the‘
empire of reason. P

The elder sister madé one.or two move-
ments in her chair, before she ventured to
‘say, in a tone, which partook in no small
measure, of trinmph— CERE T Sl
_““ General Gates has been less fdrtuﬁhte
with the Ear], than with General Burgoyne.”
- ¢ But General Gates is an Entrllshman,
Sarah,”” cried. the younger- lady, ‘with
quickness ; and then' coloring to the eyes
at her own boldness, she employed>her-
self in tumbling over. the contents of her
work-basket, silently hopmﬂ' her remark
would be unnoticed.. - Talea ol
" The traveller had turned his face from
one sister to the other, as they had spoken
in succession, and an almost imipercepti-
ble movement of the muscles of his inouth
betrayed a new emotion; as he inquired of
the.younwel sister, with ‘much" ‘courtesy ot
manner— | © .n o oty
““ May- I venture to ask what inferénce
you draw from'that fact?»~ =+ * "

L3
~
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Frances blushed yet deeper at this di-
rect appeal to her opinions, upon a sub:
ject on which she had incautiously spoken
in, the ppresence of a stranger; but, find-
ing an answer necessary, after some little
hesitation, and with a good -deal of stam-
mering in her manner, replied—

. 5 Only-—only-—-—sxr———my sister and my-
self sometimes differ in our opinions of
the prowess of the British.” A smile of
much meaning played-on a face of natu-
rally infantile innocency of expression, as
she concluded, in a voice,” that shared in
the covert humour of, the speaker.

: “ On what particular points of prowess
do you differ ?*> continued Harper, meet-
ing her look of animation with an open
smxle of almost paternal softness. .o

“ Why, Sarah thinks the Brltlsh are
never beaten; but I do not put so'much
faith in their invineibility.”— .

The traveller listened to her with that
pleased indulgence, with which virtuous
age. loves to contemplate the” ardour of
youthful innocence ;" but making no re-

~
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ply, he turned to the fire, and continued
for some time gazing on its embers in. si-
lence. : S
Mr. Whalton had in vain endeavoured
"to pierce the disguise of his guest’s poli«
tical feelings; but, while there was no-
thing forbidding in his countenance, there
was nothing communicative—it was- strik-
ingly reserved; and the master of the
house rose, in profound ignorance of what,
in those days, was the most material point -
in the character of his guest—to lead the
way into another room to the supper ta-
ble. Mr. Harper offered his'hand to Sarah
Wharton, and they entered the room- alto-
gether ; while Frances followed, greatly
at a loss to know whether she had not
wounded the feelings of her father’s in-
mate. . T T
‘The storm began (to rage with O'reat
violence wnhout, and the dashing rain on’
the sides of the building,” awakened that
silent sense ot enjoyment, which is excited
by such sounds in-a room of quiet com-
fort and warmth, when a loud summons at
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the outer door again called the faithful
black to the portal. In'a minute the ser-
vant retu‘med, and .informed his master
that another traveller, overtaken by the
storm, desired to be admitted to the house,
for a shelter through the night. ,

At the first sounds of the impatient sum-
mons of this new applicant, Mr. Wharton
had risen.from his seat in evident uneasi-
ness, and with eyes glancing with alternate
quickness, from his guest to the door of
the room, seemed to be expecting some-
thing to proceed from this second inter-
ruption, which was connected with the
stranger who had occasioned the first!
He scarcély had time to bid the black,
with ‘a fainti voice, to show this secound
comer in, before the door was thrown has-
tily open, and the intruder himself entered
the apartment. He paused a moment, as
the person of Harper met his view, and
then, in a ‘more formal manner, repeated

- the request he had before made through
the servant. Mr. Wharton and his family
disliked the appearance of this new visitor
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excessively’; but the inclemency of- the
weather, and the ‘uncertainty of the con-
sequences if he were refused the ‘desired
‘lodgings, compelled the old gentleman to
give a reluctant acqulescence

- Some of the removed dishes were re-
placed by the ordegb, of Miss Péyton,. and
the weather-beaten intruder .invited to
partake of the remains of the repast from
which the party had just risen. Throw-
ing aside a rough great coat, he very
composedly took the offered chair, and
gravely proceeded to allay the cravings of
an appetite, which appeared by no means
delicate. But at every mouthful he would.
turn’ an unquiet eye on 'Harper“‘ who
studied his appearance with a closeness of
mvequtratlon that was very embarrassmg
to its subject. At length, pouring out a
«rlass of wine, the new comer. nodded sig- -
mhcantly to his exammex, previously.to
swallowing the liquor,and said, with some-.
thing of bitterness in his manner—
1 drink to our better acquaintance,
sir,—1 believe, this is the first time we
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have . met.”—The quality of the wine
seemed greatly 'to his fancy, for, on.re-
placing the glass upon the table, he gave
his lips a smack, that resounded through,
the room ; and, taking up the bottle, held"
it between himself and the light for a mo-
ment, in silent contemplatlon of 1ts clear
and brilliant colour.. ’

‘.1 think, we have never met before,
" sir,” replied Harper, with a slight smile
on his features, as he observed the move-
ments of the other ; but appearing satis-
fied with his serutiny, he turned te, Sarah .
Wharton,  who sat next him, and re-
marked, ‘with much suavity—

“ You doubtless find your present abode -
solitary, after being accustomed to the
gaieties of the city.” ! :

“ Oh!-excessively so,” said Sarah has-
tily, ¢ I do wish with my father, that this
cruel war was at an end, that we might
return to our friends once more.” ’

“ And-you, Miss Irances, do you long
as ardently for peace as your sister?”

“ On many accounts, 1 certainly do,”””
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réturned the maid, vénturing_’td steal a
-timid _glance at her interrogator; and,
meeling the same,benevolent expression
- of feeling as before, she continued, as her
own face lighted into-one of its animated
and lovely smiles-of intelligence, “ but,
not at the expence of the rwhts of my’
countrymen.” . e el

.. Rights,” repeated her. -sister, impa-:
tlently, « wl‘ose rights can be stronger:
than those of a sovereign ? and what duty
is clearer,, than to obey those who have
natural right to. command
. ““ None, certainly,” said Frances, laugh-
ing with great pleasantry ; and taking the
hand of her sister affectionately within
both of her, own, she added, with a smile
directed tewards Harper—

“ I gave you to understand, that my
sister and myself differed in our political
opinions—but we have an impartial um-.
pire in my father, who loves his own!
countrymen, and loves the British, so sides"
with neither.” L



2%

- ¢ Yes,” saxd Mr. W'harton, in’ a llttle
alarm, eyeing first one guest,’and then the
other; 1 have near friends ‘in’ both ar-
mies ; and I'dread a victory by either, as
a source of misfortune to myself.”

¢ T take it, you have little reason to
apprehend much from the Yankees in
that way,” cried the guest at the table,
abruptly, as he coolly helped himself  to
another glass, from the bottle he had
admired. ‘ :

“* His majesty may have moreexperi-
enced troops than the continentals,” an-:
swered the host, féarfully, - but- the
Americans have met With distinguished
success.” % ‘

Harper disregarded the observations of
both ; and, rising, desired to be shown to’
“his place of rest. A small boy was directed
to guide him to his room ; and, wishing a
courteous good-night to the whole party,
the traveller withdrew. The knife and
fork fell from the hands of the unwelcome:-
mtruder, as the door closed oii the retreat-"
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ing figure of Harper ;—he-rose’ slowly
from his seat ;—listening -attentively, - he
approached the door of the room—opened
it—seemied to attend to- the retreating foot-
steps of the other—and, amldst the" pamc
and astonishinent of his compamons ‘closed
it afram -In an instant, -the red” wig,
which concealed his black locks<the larfre
patch, which hid half-his face from ‘ob-
servation-—the stoop, which had made him-,
appear fifty years of age, disappeared.-

“ My:father! —my dear father”—cried
the now handsome young man; ¢ and you,
‘my dearest sisters and aunt—have Iat last
met you acram?” B LA

«“ Heaven bless you—my Henry—my"
son,” ‘exclaimed the astonished, but de-
lighted, parent; while both his sisters:

sunk on his shoulders, dissolved in tears.” =

*The faithful old black,”who had ‘been
reared - from infancy -in the house.of his
present master, and who, as if in mockery -
of his degraded state, 'had been compli-
mented with the name. ofo Cesar, was the,
only other witness of this unexpected dis-

VOL. I. c
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covery of the son of Mr. Wharton, - After
receiving the extende& hand of his young
master, and 1mprmt1ng on it a kiss, and.
leaving on ita tear, Casar withdrew. The;
boy did' not re-enter the room; and the
black himself, after some time, ‘returned,
as the young British Captain e.xcl‘axmed—-‘
- But;.who is this. Mr. Harper ?—is he
likely to betray me?”
- “ No—no-—no—Massa Harry,” cried
the A_frican,, shaking his. head confidently,
“ I been to see———~MaSSa,jHarper on his
knees—pray to God—no. gentleman who-
pray' to God, tell of good son, come-
to see old father —Skinner do that—no.
\ christian.” - T - )
This:poor opinion: of the Skmners was
" nat confined to Mr—Casar Thompson,
as he called himself—but Casar Wharton,.
as he was styled, by the little world to
which he was known. The:convenience,
and perhaps the necessities, of* the-leaders
of the: American arms; in the neighbour-
hood.of New York, had induced “them to-
emplay: certain subordinate, agents, of ex- -

’
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tremely irregular habits; in executingtheir-
lesser: plans of anmoying the enemy. It
was not ai moment: for ﬁlstid'io’u@iinquiries
into abuses of any description ; and op-
pression  and “injustice were the ‘natural
consequences of the possession of power;
which was uncurbed by the restraints: of
civil authority. 1n time, a distinct order
of . the community was formed, whose' sole
occupation appears” to- have been reliev-
ing their fellow-citizens from any’ little
excess of temporal prosperity they might
be thought to enjoy, under the pretence of
patriotism; and the love of liberty. ‘

Occasionally,  the aid of military au-
thority was not wanting, in enforcing these
salutary distributions of worldly goods;
and a petty holder of a- commission, in the
state militia, was' to be seen giving the
sanction, of something like legality, to
acts of the most unlicensed: robbery—and
not.unfrequently, bloodshed. ° '

On the part of the British, the stimulus’
of loyalty was by no means: suffered to’
sleep, where so fruitful a field offered, on

c2:
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which it might -be éxpendéd. But their
freebooters were enrolled, and their efforts
more systematized. Long experience had
taught their leaders the efficacy of concen-
trated force; and, unless tradition’does
great injustice to their exploits, the result .
did no little credit to their foresight: . This
corps—we presume “from their known af-
fection to that useful animal—had receiv-
ed the swmﬁcant appellatlon of "¢ Cow-
Boys.” ' T,
Casar was, however, far too loyal to
associate men who held the commission of
George 11I., with the irregular warriors,
whose excesses he had so often witnessed,
and from whose rapacity, neither his: po-
verly, nor his bondage, had suffered even
him to escape uninjured. The Cow-Boys,.
therefore, did not receive their proper por-
tion of the severity of the black’s remark, -
yvhen he said, no Christian—nothing but.
« Skinner,” could betray a pious’ child,
“hlle honouring his father- w1th a visit,
full of perll and the danger of capt1v1ty
#g ~ f A
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CHAPTER 1I.

The rose of England bloom’d on Gertrude’s cheek—

‘What though these shades had seen her birth, her sire

A Briton’s indepéndence taught to seek

Far Western worlds ; and there his household fire®

The light of social love did long inspire, v

And many a halcyon day he liv’d to sce )

Unbroken, but by one misfortune dire, -

‘When fate had reft his mutual heart—but she

Was gone—and Gertrude climb’d awidow’d father’s knee. .
Gertrude of Wyoming.

Tue father of Mr. Wharton was a native
of England ; and of a family, whose par-
liamentary interest had enabled them to
provide for a_younger son, in the colony
of- New, York.. The. young man, like
hundreds of others in his situation,- had
settled permanently in the country. He
married, and the soleissue of his connexion
had been sent, early in life, to receive
the benefits of the English schools. . After
c3
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taking his degrees at one of the univer-
sities of the mother-country, the youth
had been suffered to acquire’a knowledge
of life, with the advantages of European
society. But the death of his father re-

* called him, after passing two years in' this
manner, to ‘the possession-of an honour-
able name, and very ample estate. -

It was much the fashib_q of that day, to
place the youth of-certain families, in the
army or navy of England, as the regular
stepping-stones to preferment. Most of
the higher offices in the colonies were fil-
led by men who had made arms their pro-
fession ; and it was no uncommon sight to
see a .veteran warrior laying aside the
sword, toassume the erming on the’benches
of the highest judicial authority.

In «éo_n’formity with this system, the se-
nior Mr.. Wharton had intended-his. son
for a soldier, but a natural imbecility of
character-in his child, had mterferad with
his wishes.

‘A twelvemonth bad been spent by the
.young man in weighing the advantages of

¥

&
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the different-description of troops; among
which he was to serve; 'when the: death of
his father occurred. The ease. of his sita-
ation, -and the -attentions lavished upon a
youth, in the actoal enjoyment of one of
the’ largest -estates 'in the colonies, inter-
fered greatly with his ambitious projects.
Love decided the matter—and Mr.. Whar-
ten, in becommg a ‘husband, ceased to
think -of- becoming =a soldier. For many
years he continued happy in his' family,
and respected by his countrymen as a man
of -integrity and consequence, when ‘all his
enjoyments vanished, as it were, at.a
blow. Hisonly son, the youth introduced
in the preceding chapter, had -entered the
army, and had arrived in his native coun-
try but a short time before the commence-
ment of hostilities, with the reinforcements
the ministry had thought- it prudent to
throw into the disaffected parts of North
America. Hisdaughters were just growing
into life, and their education required all
the advantages the city could afford. His
wife had been, for some years, in declining
c4
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health, and had barely time to fold her son
to her bosom,, and rejoice in the reunion of
ker family, before the revolution' burst .
forth, in a continued blaze, from Georgia
to Maine. The shock was too much for
the feeble condition of the mother, who
saw her child called to the field, to combat
against the members of her own family. in
the South and bhe sunk under the ‘blow.
There was no part of the continent
where the manners of England, and its
aristocratic notions of blood and alhances
prevailed with more force than in a certain
circle immediately around the metropolis
of New York. The custons of the early
Dutch inhabitants had, indeed, blended
in some measure, with the English man-
ners: but still the latter prevailed. This
was increased by the frequent intermar-
riages of the officers of the mother-coun-
try with the wealthier and more powerful
families of the vicinity, until, at the com-
mencement_of hostilities, their united in-
fluence had very nearly thrown the colony
into the scales, on the side of the crown,
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‘A few, however, of the leading 'families
espoused the cause of the people ; and ‘a
-gufficient stand was made against the efforts
'of the ministerial palty, to organize, and
aided by the army of the confederation, to
maintain an independent and repubhcan
form of government. ¢ - -
The city of New York, and the adjacent
territory, were alone exempted from the
rule of the new commonwealth; and the
royal authority extended no'further than
its dignity’ could be supported by the pre-
sence of an army.- In" this condition of
things, the loyalists, of consequence, adopt-
‘ed such ‘ineasures as best accorded with
their different characters-and situations.
Many bore arms in support of the ancient
laws; and, by their bravery-and exertion,
-endeavoured ‘to secure what they déemed
the rights of their prince, andtheir own
‘estates, from confiscation. Others left the
country ; seeking, in-that place: they em-
‘phatically called home, an asylum, as they
fondly hoped,' for a season only;tagainst
the confusion and:dangers of :war: : A
cbh '
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third, and more wary portion, reémained in
the place of their nativity, with a prudent
regard .fo their ample -possessions, and,
.perhaps, -influenced by their attachments
tp the scenes of their youth. Mr, Whar-
‘ton was of this description. After makmg
a provision against future contingencies,

by secretly transmitting: the whole of his
money to the B}'ltwh funds, this gentleman
determined. to continue in ‘the theatre of
strife, and to maintain so strict 2 neu-
trality, as to insure the safety of his large
éstate, whichever party- succeeded. He
was apparently engrossed in the education
of his daughters, when a relation, high in
office in the new. state, intimated, that a
residence in what was now a British camp,
differed but little, in the eyes of his country-
‘men, from a residence in the British capi-
tal. Mr. Wharton soon saw this was
‘an unpardonable offence in the existing
state of things, and instantly determined
to remove the difficulty by retiring to the
country. He possessed a convenient resi-
dence in the county of West Chester ; and

3
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having béen for many years in the habit
of withdrawing thither, during the heats
of the summer months, it was kept'fu-
nished, -and ready for his accommodation.
His eldest - daughter was already admitted
into the society of women ; but Frances,
the younger; required a year or two more
of the usual cultivation,. to appear with
proper eclat—at least so thought‘ Miss
Jeanette Peyton; and as- this lady, a
younger sister of their deceased mother,”
had left her paternal home; in the colony
of Virginia, with the devotedness and af-
fection peculiar to her sex, to superintend
the welfare of her orphan neices, Mr.
" Wharton felt her opinions were entitled
to profound respect. In conformity to her
“advice, therefore, the feelings of the pa-
rent were made to yield to the welfare of
his children. C

. Mr. Wharton withdrew tothe “ Locusts,”
thh a heart rent with the pain of sepa-
rating from all that was left to him of a wife
he had adored, but in obedience to a con-
stitutional prudence that pleaded loudly in

c6
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behalf of his worldly goods. His hand-
some town residence was inhabited, m the
meanwhlle, byhis dau ghters and their aunt:
The refrunent to which Captain Wharton
belonwed formed part of the permanent
garrison of the city, and'the knowledge of
the presence of his son’was no little relief
to the father, in his unceasing meditations.
on_ his ab;ent daughters. - But Captain
Wharton was a young man, and a soldier ;.
his estimate of character was not always
.the wisest,, and his propensities led him to
imagine, that a red coat never concealed a
dishonorable heart.

.'The_house of Mr. Wharton became a
fashlonable loun«re to the officers of the
royal . arimy, in ‘common with those, of
every other family, thought worthy of their.
notice. | The consequences of this associa-:
tion were, to some few of the visited, for-
tunate—to more, .injurious, by exciting
expectations which were never to be rea-
lized, and, unhappily, to no small number.
ruinous. The.known wealth of the father,.”
and, possibly, the presence of a high-spirit--



ed brother, forbid any apprehension of the
latter danger to the young ladies; but it
was impossible for all the admiration, bes-
towed on'the fine figure and lovely face of
Sarah Wharton; to be thrownaway: . Her
person was formed with the early maturity
of the climate; and a strict cultivation. of
the graces had  made her, decidedly, the
belle of the city. * No one promised to dis-
pute with her this female sovereignty, un-
lessit might be her younger sister. Frances,

however, wanted ‘some months ‘to the .

charmed age- of sixteen; and the idea of
competition was far from the minds of
either of the affectionate girls. Indeed,
next to the conversation of Colonel Well-
mere, the gredtes’t pleasure of Sarah'was
in contemplating the budding beauties of
the. little Hebe, who played aroundher
with all the innocency of ‘youth, with all
the enthusiasm of her ardent temper, and
with no little of the.archnéss of her native
humour. . Whether it’ was that Frances
received none of the compliments which
fell to the lot of her elder sister, in the often
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repeated dlscussmns on the meﬂts of the
war, ,between the mllxtdry beanx who fre-
quented the house, it is certain their effects
on the sisters were exactly opposite.: It was
much the fashion then for the British officers
to speak slightingly of their enemies ; and
Sarah took all the 'idle vapourings of. her

" danglers to be truths. « The first political -

opinions which reached the ears of. Fran-
ces, were coupled with .sneers on the
conduct of her countrymen. At first she
believed them ; but there was occasionally
a general, .who was obliged to do justice to
his enemy in order to obtain justice. for
himself, and Frances becamne somewhat
sceptical on the subject of her countrymen’s
nefficiency. Colonel Wellmere was among
~ those who delighted most in expending his
wit ot the unfortunate Americans, and, in
" time, Frances began to listen .to his elo-
quence with' great suspicion, and some
~ little resentment.

It was on. a hot sultry day, the three .
were sitting in the parlour of Mr. Whar-
ton’s house, the Colonel and Sarah, seated

v
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on a sofa, engaged in one of their combats
of the eyes, aided by no little flow of small
talk, and Frances, occupied at-her.tam-
bouring frame, in an opposite corner of the
room, when .the gentleman suddenly ex-
claimed— . S I :
: ““ How gay the arrival of the army under
General Bur, froyne will make the city, Miss
Wharton.” . ) Lo
£ Oh! how p]easa.nb it must be,” said
: the thoughtless Sarah, in reply ; “Tam
told there are many charming women with
that army ; as you say, it will make us all
life and gaiety.”" : L
Frances shook back the abundance of
her golden hair, and raised: from the work:
her eyes, dancing with the ardour of her
national feeling, and laughing, with a kind
of concealed humour, as she asked—
* Is it then so certain, that General Bur-
goyne will be permitted to reach the city ?”
"¢ Permitted!” echoed the Colonel, in
affected surprise ; ** who s there to prevent
it, if he wishes it himself, my pretty Mlss
Faony 27 . _



I%‘rances' was at precisely that age when
young people are most jealous of their sta-
tion in society ; neither quite a woman,
nor yet a child. The  pretty Miss Fanny”’
was rather too familiar to be relished ; and
she dropped her eyes on her work again,
with cheeks that glowed with crimson, as
she continued very gravely—

‘¢ General Stark took the Germans into
custody—may not General Gates'think the
British too dangerous to go at large

“ Oh! they were Germans, as you say,”
cried the Colonel, excessively vexed at the
necessity of explaining at all, *“ mere mer-
cenary troops; but, when the really British
regiments come in'question, you will see a
very different result.”. - o
¢ Of that there is no doubt,” crled Sarah,
W1thout in"the least partaking of the re-
sentment of the Colonel to her sister, but
‘hailing already in her heart the tnumph of
the British., "t

““ Pray, Colonel Wellmere,” said Flan-
ces, recovering her good humour, and

raising her_]oyous eyes once more to the
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face of the gentleman, ° was the Lord
Percy of Lexington a kinsman of him who
fought at Chevy Chase ?” ' v
““ Why, Miss Fanny, you are becoming
a rebel,” said the Colonel, endeavouring to
laugh away the anger he felt ; « what you
are pleased to insinuate as a chase at Lex-
ington, was nothing more than a JUdlC]OUS

’ retreat—a—-—kmd of—>

“Running—fight,” interrupted the good-
humoured girl, laym great einphaéis on
the first word. - L

““ Positively, youn«r lady—‘—” Colonel
Wellmere was interrupted -by-a laugh
from a person who had hltherto been un-
noticed. . 1

There was a small family apartment ad-
joining the room dccupied by the trio, and
the air had blown open the door communi-
cating between the two. A fine young
man was now seen sitting near the “en-
trance, and, by his smiling countenance,
evidently a pleaséd listener to the foregoing
conversation. He rose instantly, and com-
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ing through the door, with his hat in his
hand, appeared a’tall graceful youth, .of”
~dark compleuon, and sparkling eyes of
black,“from which the mirth . had not “yet
entirely vanished, as he -made his bow .to
the ladies. * - o e
“"Mr. Dunwoodie!” cried Sarah, in sur-
prise, “T was ignorant of your.being in
the house ; you will find 2 cooler seat in
this room.’ -
1 thank you,” replied the young man,
““but I must go and seek your brother, who
placed me there in ambuscade, as he called
it, with -a promise ‘of returning an hour
ago.” - Without making any further ex-
planation, he bowed politely to the young
‘women—distantly, and with hauteur, to
the gentleman, and withdrew. Frances
followed him into the hall, and blushing
richly, inquired, in a hurried voice—
" “ Bat.why—why do you leave us,
Mr. ‘Dunwoodie ?—Henry must soon re-
turn.”’ ¢ -
The gentleman cau O‘ht one of her hands
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countenance gave place to a 'look of ad-
miration, as he replied— '

“ You managed him famously, my dear
little kinswoman—never—no, never- for-
get the land -of your birth—remember,-

. Miss Wharton, if you are ‘he grand-
daughter of an Englishman, you are, also,
the granddaughter of a Peyton.” - .

“ Oh!” returned the laughing girl; < it
would be difficult to forget that, with the
constant lectures on genealogy before me,
with which aunt Jeanette favoms me—
but why do you go ?” L :

“1 am on the wing for..Virginia, and
have much to do”~he presqed her hand as
he spoke, and looking back, while in the -
act of closing the door, exclaimed; “ be
true to your.country——be American.” ‘The
ardent girl kissed her hand to him, as he
retired, and then instantly applying it with
its beautiful fellow.to her burning cheeks,
ran into her own apartment to hlde her
confusion. . . ‘

Between the open sarcasmn of Frances,

’
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and the ill-concealed disdain of the young
man, - Colonel Wellmere had - felt himself
placed in an awkward predicament’; but
ashamed to resent such trifles, and in ‘the
presence of his mistress—he satisfied him-
self with observmw aupermhouely, as Dun-
woodie left the roomn—; L

‘ Quite a liberty for a youth  in his si-
tuation—a shop- boy with a- bundle, ’
fancy.” _ :

The idea of plcturlno' the ele"‘ant and
graceful Peyton Dunwoodie as a shop-boy;
could never enter the mind of Sarah, and
she looked around her insurprise, when the
Colonél continued :(— |

¢ This Mr. Dun—Dun—"’

e Dunwoodle I—-Oh no—he is a relatlon
of my aunt’s,” cried the younglady, ““ and
an intimate friend of my brother ; they
were at school together, and only. sepa-
rated in England, when one went into the
army, and the other to a French military
‘academy.””;

‘¢ His money appearq to have been
thrown away,”. observed the Colonel,



showing the spleen he was uusuccessfully
striving to conceal. -t o
s YVe cught to hope so,” added Sarah;
with a smlle - for it'is said he'intends
joining the rebel army—he was brou«rht in
here in a'French ship, and has just- been
» exchanged——you may soon meet “him “in’
arms.” SR

“ Well, let him—1I Wlsh Washmgton
plenty of ‘such heroes”—and he turned to’
a more pleasant subject, by changing the
discourse to themselves. A few weeks.had
elapsed after this scene occurred, and the’
army of Burgoyne laid down their arms.
Mr. Wharton, beginning to think the re-
sult of the contest to be doubtful, resolved
to conciliate his Countryien, -and gratify.
himself, by taking his daughters into his -
own abode. Miss' Peyton consented to be
their. companion ; and from that tirne, until’
the .period at .which'we commenced our'
narrative, they had formed one family. -

‘Whenever the main army had made any
movements, Capt. Wharton had, of course,
accompanied it ; ‘and once or twice, under
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the protection of strong parties, acting in
the neighbourhood of thie Locusts, he had
enjoyed rapid and stolen interviews with
his friends. A twelvemonth had however
passed without his-seeing them; and the
impatient: Henry had adopted the disguise
we have mentioned, and unfortunately ar-
rived on the very evening an unknown and
rather suspicious guest was the inmate of
a house, that seldom contained-any others
than its. regular inhabitants. '

"« But, do. you think he suspects me ?”
asked the Captain, with' anxiety, after
pausing to listen to Caesar s opinion of the
Skinners. = - -

* < How should he ?" cried Sarah,  when:
"your sisters-and fa@her could not penetrate:
your disguise.”

“ There is- something mystemous in hns.
manner; his- looks are too prying for an.
indifferent observer,” continued ' young:
Wharton thoughtfully;, “ and his face:
seems. familiar to-.me—the: recent fate. of
André has, created much irritation on both:
sides. Sir Henry threatens retaliation for:

»
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his death ; and Washington is as firm as
if. half the world were at: liis command!
The rebels would think me a:fit subject for
their pl’ans just now, shouldI be!so un-
lucky as to fall into their hands.”

_“But, my son,” cried his father, in greaﬁ
alarm, ‘£ you are not a spy—you: are not
within the rebel—that is, the American
lines ;—there is nothing here-te. spy.”

“ That might be disputed,” rejoined
the young man, musing ; “ their picquets
were out at the White Plains wherc Irpassed
through: in disguise. It is true,. my pur=
poses are innocent ; but how. is: it! to ap-
pear? My visit to you would seem a cloak
to other deswns Remember; su‘ the treat-
ment received by yourself, not a:year-ago,
for sending me . a supply of f\ult’for. the:
winter.” o il

“ That- proceeded from:. thez misrepre-:
sentations: of my kind neighboeurs;”. sdid
Mr. Wharton, ‘< who. hoped,. by getting
my. estafe- conﬁecated to: purchase good!

“farms, at low prices,—Peyton Dunwoodie;!
however, soon obtained our:discharge—we
were detained but a- month,”’— . !
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“ We!” repeated the son, inamazement,
“ did they take my sisters also?—Fanny,
you wrote me nothing of this.”-

... I believe,” said. Frances, colouring

highly, “ I mentioned the'kind treatment
received from your old friend, Major Dun-
_woodie ; and- that he plocured my father’s

release.” | T

“ True ;—but were you with hun in
the rebel camp ?”—

. ““Yes,” said the father, kmdly, “ Fanny
would not suffer me to go alone. Jeanette
and Sarah took charge of the Locusts, and
this little rru*l was my companion in capti-
vity.” , .
-.““ And Fanny returned from such ascene
a greater rebel than ever,” cried Sarah, in-
dignantly ; ““ one would think .the hard-
ships her father suffered would have cured
her of such whims.”

“ What say you to the charfre my bonny’
sister ?” cried the Captain, gally ;— did
Peyton strive to make you hate your king,
more than he does himself?”’

“ Peyton Dunwoodie hates no one,”
said Frances, quickly ;-and, -blushing at’
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her own ardour, she added immediately,
““he loves you, Henry, 1 know, for he has
told me so again and again.”

Young Wharton tapped his sister on the
cheek, w1th a shrewd smile, as he asked
her, in an affected whisper,—* Did he tell
you also that he loved my little sister
Fanny?” h

“ Nonsense,” said Frances; and the
remnants of the supper table soon disap-
peared under her superintendance.

~

YOL. 1. D
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o CHAPTER 11
; e T

N 1i:

"T'was when the fields were swép%of ‘autumn’s store,
And growling winds the fading foliage tore, . :
Behind the Lowmon hill, the short-livd light, -
Descending slowly, usher’d in the night;
"When ‘from thé noisy town, with motrnful look, ***
His lotidly way ameag:re.pgdlar took. . . ... .o

| Wilson.

4

Il

A storm below the highlands of the
Hudson, if it be introduced with an east-
erly wind, seldom lasts less than two
days. Accordingly, as the inmates of the
Locusts assembled, on the following morn-
ing, around their early breakfast, the
driving rain was seen to strike, innearly
horizoutal lines, against the windows of
the building, and forbad the idea of ex-
posing either man or beast to the tempest.
Harper was the last to appear : after tak-
ing a view of the state of the weather, he

.

n
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‘apologized to Mr. Wharton for” the neces-
sity that existed, for his trespassing upon
his goodness for a longer time. ‘To ap-
pearances, the:reply was as courteous as,
the excuse; yet Harper wore a reSIgna-
tion in his deportment that was widely
different from the uneasy manner of the
father. Henry Wharton had resumed his
disguise with a reluctance amountlng to
disgust, but in obedience to the commands
of his parent: ~ No'other communications
passed between him and the stranger, af-
ter the first salutations of the morning
had:been paid-to him by Harper, in com-
mon with the rest of the family. Frances
had, indeed; thought there was something
like a- smile passing over the -features .of
the . traveller, when,-on entering the room,
he first confronted her brother ;. but it was
confined to. the eyes, seeming to want
" power: to -affect the muscles ‘of the face,
and was soon lost in the ‘settled and.be-
nevolent expression! which reigned in his
countenance, with a sway. but:seldom. in-
terrupted. The: eyes of the affectionate
D2

\
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.sister were turned, in anxiety, for a mo-
.ment, on her brother ; ‘and, glancing again
-on their unknown guest, met his look as
~ he offered her,, with peculiar grace, one of

the little;civilities of the table; and the
heart of the maiden, which" had begun to
throb with violence; regained a pulsation
as tempered as youth, health, and buoyant
spirits could allow. While yet seated at
the table, Casar entered, and, laying a
small parcel in silence by ‘the side of his
master, modestly retired behind his chair ;
_where, p]acmg one hand on its back, he
continued in an attitude half familiar, but
plofopndly respectful.

* What is this, Casar ?” inquired Mr.
Wharton, turning the bundle over in exa-
mination of its envelope, and eyeing it
rather suspiciously. ‘ . :

“The ’baccy, sir; Harvey, Birch, he
got home, and bring you a httle good
’baccy from York.”

¢ Harvey Birch,” rejoined the master
with great deliberation, stealing a look at
his guest. I do not remember desiring

-
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him to purchase any tobacco for me; but’
as he.has bought it, he must be paid for
his trouble.”

For an instant only; as the negro spoke
did Harper suspend his silent meal—his:
eye moved slowly from the servant to the’
master, and again all remained in its impe-
netrable reserve. . C -

. To Sarah Wharton, this intelligence
gave unexpected pleasure; rising from:
her seat, with impatience, she. bid the
black shew Birch into the apartment 5
when,. suddenly recollecting herself, she
turned to the traveller with an apologiz-
ing look, and added, “if Mr. ‘Harper will
excuse the presence of a pedlar.” ’
' The indulgent benevolence expressed-
in the. countenance of the stranger, as he
bowed in silent acquiescence, spoke more
eloquently than the nicest framed period,
and the young lady repeated her order
" with a confidence in its truth, that re-
moved all embarrassment. - ' v
¢ In the deep recesses of the windows of
the cottage, were. seats of panneled work ;-
p3
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and the rich damask curtains, that' had’
ornamented: the- parlour’ in- Queen street,.
had been transferred to the Locusts; and’
gave to the room that indescribable air.of
comfort, which so gratefully -announces:
the approach of a domestic winter: Into.
one of thesé recesses*Captain :Wharton:
now threw himself, drawing -the curtain:
before him in-such a manner as to conceéal
most of 'his -person from observation ;
while his younger sister{~ldsiﬁg' her natural
frankness of manner in an air of artificial.
constraint, sﬂently took possession of the:
other. . -~ T ', -
\ Harvey Birch had been a pedlar from his.
_ youth; atleast, so he frequently asserted,
and his skill in the occupation went far to
prove the truth - of the declaration. . He
was supposed to be a native of ‘one of the
Eastern Colonies ; and; from something of
superior intelligence which belonged to his
father, it ‘'was thought they had. known
better fortunes in‘the land of their nativity.:
Harvey possessed, -however, the common
manners of the ‘country, and was in mno.
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way distinguished from men of his class,
but .. by his acuteness—and the  mystery’
which- enveloped his: movements. ./Ten
years_before:they.had arrived together in:
the vale, and, -purchasing the humble
dwelling at which. Harper had made his:
unsuccessful application, continued peace-
ful . inhabitants, : but little noticed and but:
little known.: Until age .and infirmities
had prevented, the father devoted himself
to the cultivation of the small.spot .of
ground- belonging to his purchase, while
the son pursued with avidity his. humble
barter. Their orderly quietude had soon
given them so much of consideration in
the neighbourhood, as to induce a maiden
of five and thirty to forget the punctilio of
her sex, and to accept the office of presid-
ing over. their domestic comforts. . The
roses had long before vanished from the
cheeks of: Katy Haynes, and she had .seen
in succession, both-her male:and female
acquaintances forming the union so desira-
ble to her sex,” with -but little.or no hope
left for herself, when, with views of her
p 4
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own, she entered the family of the Birch’s.
Necessity is a hard master—but still Katy
was not wanting in some qualities, which
-made her a very tolerable housekeeper.
On the one hand, she was neat, industri-
ous, ‘honest, .and a good manager.—On
the other, she was talkative, selfish, super-
stitious, and inquisitive. ‘By dint of using
the latter quality with consummate skill,
she had not lived in the family but-five
years when she .triumphantly declared,
* that.she had heard, or rather overheard,
sufficient to say what had been the.former
fate of her associates.—Could Katy have
possessed enough of . divination to pro-.
nounce upon their future lot, her task
would haveseemed comparatively easy.
From the private. conversations of the
pairent and child, -she learnt that a fire had
reduced them from competence to poverty,
and at the same time diminished the num-
ber.of their family~to two. There was a
treinulousness in the voice of the father,
as he touched lightly-on the event, which
affected even the heart of Katy; but no
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‘barrier is sufficient to repel vulgar curiosity.
She persevered, until a very direct inti-
mation from Harvey, by threatening to
supply her place with a female a few years
younger than herself, gave her awful warn-
ing, that there were bounds beyond which
she was not to pass. From that period, -
the curiosity of the housekeeper had been
held in such restraint, that, althOUO‘h no
opportunity of listening was ever neg-
lected, she had been able to add but little
to her stock of knowledge. There was,
however, one piece of intelligence, and
that of'no little interest to herself, which
_she had succeeded in obtaining ; and; from
the ‘moment of its acquisition, she had
directed her energies to ‘the accomplish-
ment of one object, aided by the double
stimulus of love and avarice.

Harvey was in the frequent habit of
paying mysterious visits, in the depth of
the night, to the fire-place. of the apart-
ment, that served for both kitchen and
parlour. Here he was observed by-Katy ;
and, availing herself of his absence and

Db
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the occupations of the father, by removing
.one of the hearth-stones; she.discovered an
iron pot, glittering with a metal that sel-
dom fails to:soften the hardest heart:
_Katy; succeeded’. in replacing the  stone
Without discovery, and never: dared to
trust herself with another. visit. > From
that moment,- however, the heart of ‘the
virgin lost its obduracy ; and nothing .in-
terposed between Harvey and his happi-
ness, but his_own want of observation:
.The war did not interfere with. the
tmfﬁc of the pedlar, who seized on the
golden opportunity which the interzuption
. to theregular trade afforded, and appeared
absorbed in the one, grand- object- of
amassing money. Fora year or two his
employment was uninterrupted, and -his
‘spccess proportionate ; but, at length, dark
and threatening hints. began -to- throw
‘vsuspicion around his. movements,-and the
civil authority thought it incumbent on -
them to examine ﬁarrowly into his mode
of lee His imprisonments were not long,
thouo'h ‘frequent;, and his escapes from

Al
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the guardians of the:law.comparatively
easy, to.what he endured fromothe: per-
secution of the military: . Still. Birch- sur-
vived, and still he continued ‘his trade,
though compelled to be very guarded in
his movements, especially. whenever he
approached the northern'boundaries of the
county ; or; in other.words, the . neigh-
bourhood. of the American. ilines: His
visits .to.the Locusts had ‘become less *
frequent; and his appearance ‘at his own
abode so seldom, as to ‘draw. forth from
the disappointed Katy, in the fullness of
her heart; the complaint we have related,
in her reply to Harper. Nothing ‘seemed
to interfere with'the pursuits of this inde:
fatigable trader; and, with 'a view' to
dispose of certain articles which could only
find purchasers in the very wealthiest
families of the county, hé had now-braved
the fury of the tempest, for the half mile
between his own residence and the house
of ‘Mr. Wharton.: Coe T .

In a few: minutes after. receiving the
commands of his young’ mlstress ‘Ceesar

D. 6
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re-appeared, ushering into the ‘apartmerit
the . subject of the-foregoing “digression.
In person, the pedlar was. a man:of mid-
dle-height, . spare, -but full of bone and
muscle: at first sight, his strength seemed
unequal to manage the unwieldy burden of
his pack; yet he threw it on and off with
great dexterity; and with as much appa-
rent ease as if it had been feathers. . His
eyes were gray—sunken, restless, and, for
the flitting moments that they dwelt on
the countenances of those with whom he
conversed, seemed to read,the very soul.
They possessed, f'however‘, two distinct
expressions, which,- in.a great measure,
characterized the whole man.; When . en-
gaged in ftraffic, the intelligence of his
face appeared lively, active, and flexible,
{hoﬁgh uncommonly, acute ; if the conver-
sation turned on'thq-ordinary transactions
of life, his air became abstracted and rest-
less; but if, by chance, the revolution
and the country were the topic, his whole
system ‘seemed; altered—all his faculties
.were',,cgncent_ralte.d’—hg would, listen for a
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- great length of time, without speaking;
and’ then would ‘break: silence' by some
light and jocular:remarks;- that were - too
much at' variance with his-former - manner;
not to be affectation.. But -of the "war
and of his father, he seldom:spoke; and’
always from some apparent necessity.

~To a superficial observer, avarice would
seem his ruling passion—and, all things
considered, -he was as unfit a subject for
the plans of Katy Haynes as can be readily
imagined. On entering the room the ped-
lar relieved himself from his burden, which
as it stood on the floor, reached nearly to
his shoulders, and saluted the family with
modest civility. To Harper he made a
silent bow, .without lifting his eyes from
the carpet ; but the curtain prevented any
notice of the presence of Captain Wharton.
Sarah gave but little time for the usual
salutations before she commenced her sur-
vey of the contents of the pack; and,- for
several minutes, the two were engaged ‘in

- bringing to light the varied articles it"con-

tained. :The htables,‘ chairs, / anc} floor;
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were soon' covered with silks, .crapes;
gloves, muslins, and all the stock of an
ijinerant trader. Ceasar was employéd to.
hold open the mouth of the pack, as its
hordes were discharged, and occasionallly
aided' his, youpg. lady, by directing her
admiration to” some articles of finery,
which, from their.deeper. contrast.in co-
lours, he thought more worthy of her no-
tice. * At'.length, -Sarah having selected
several articles, and satisfactorily arranged
the prices, observed. in a cheerful voice— |
- ¢ But, Harvey, .'you have:told us no
news. Has Lord Cornwallis beaten the
rebels again 27 P .

» The question could not have beeir heard
fm the pedlar, burying his body .in the
pack, brought forth a quantity of :lace of
exquisite fineness, and, holding it ‘up to
view, required the admiration of the young
lady. Miss Peyton dropped the cup:she
was. engaged . in washing, from her hand;
and Frances .exhibited the whole of that
loyeiy face, which had hitherto only suf-
fered. one of its joyous eyes to be seen
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beaming ‘with a colour that shamed ‘the
damask, -which. enviously concealed her
ﬁtrure. K y - - G s ey o

The aunt quitted her employment and
Birch soon disposed of a'large portion of
this valuable article; ::The praises of the
ladies' had drawn the whole"person of the
younger sister into view; and Frances
was slowly .rising from the window, as
Sarah repeated her question, with an ex-
ultation in her voice,that proceeded more
from pleasure 'in ‘her purchase, than her
political “feelings. -The younger sister
resumed :her scat,” apparently examining

into the state of the clouds, while the ped--

lar, finding a reply was expocted, answered
slowly— ST A o

.« There is some talk below about Tar-
leton having defeated General Sumpter
on the Tyger river.’

Captain Wharton now involuntarily
thrust his head between the opening of
the curtains into the room; and Frances;
in turning her ear, in breathless silence,
noticed' the quiet eyes of Harper looking

/



64

at the pedlar, over the book he.was affect-
ing to read, with an.expression that de-
noted him a listener of no ordmary in-
terest. .

 Indeed! cried the exultmg Sarah
¢ Sumpter—Sumpter—who is he ? " I’ll not
buy even a pin, until you tell me all the
news ;”’ she :continued laughing, and
throwing down a muslin’ she had been
examining. :

For a moment the pedlar hesitated ; hlS
eye glanced towards Harper, who was yet
gazing on him in settled meaning: and
the . whole manner of Birch was altered.
Approaching the fire, he took from his
mouth a large-allowance of the Virginian
weed, and depositing it, with the super-
abundance of its juices, without mercy to
Miss Peyton’s shining andirons, returned
to his rroods and replied in a more hvely
tone— . i : p

»“ He lives. somewhere among the ne-
groes to the south.
. “ No more negur .than .be yourcelf
Mister . Birch,” interrupted Cesar tartly;

A}
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and dropping.the covermg of the goods i in
high displeasure. A -

- Hush, Caesar—-——hush——newer mind it
now,” said Sarah Wharton soothingly,.
waiting ‘with impatience to hear further. .-

» ““ A-black 'man as' good as white, Miss
Sally,”” continued -the offended African;
“ 50 long he behave himself.”.

“ And frequently much better ” rejom-
ed his mistress; “ but, Harvey, who is thls
Mr. Sumpter?”. .

-'A slight indication of humour shewed
itself on the face of the pedlar, as he con-
tinued—* As I was saying, he lives among
the coloured people in the south,”—-Casar
resumed his' occupation—“ and has lately
had a skirmish with this Colonel Tarleton.” -

“ Who defeated him of course,” crled

Sarah, with confidence. NS
- ““ So say the troops at Morrlsann ” re-
turned the other laconically.

¢ But what do you say?” Mr. Whaxton
ventured to inquire, yet speaking mvolum
tarily inalow tone. = © . - o

*
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< ¢ I repeat.but what I hear,’”: said Birch,:
offering a piece of cloth to the inspection.
of Sarah, ‘who" rejected it in'silence,” evi-
dently determined to hear more befone she
made any further purchases.

. ¢ They say, however, at the Plams 7 the
pedlar continued, after first’ throwing his
eyes again round the room, andletting
them rest.for an instant on Harper; ¢ that
Sumpter and one or two more were all that
were hurt, and that the rig’lers were all cut
to pieces, for the militia were ﬁxed snufrly
in alog barn.” . R h§1
e Not very probable - sald Sarah "con-
temptuously, “ though I make.no 'doubt
the rebels got behind the logs.” - . -.
+.%¢ 1 think;” said the pedlar coolly, again
offering the silk, “it’s quite ingenious to
get a log between one and a gun, instead
of getting between a gun and a log.”—
The eye of Harper dropped quiety on’the
pages of the volume in his hand; while
Frances, rising, came forward with a smile
in her face, as she inquired,-in atone .of

4

/ con
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affability. the pedldr had never. before wit-

nessed— 1. 1 o ol o ae 0
“ Have.  you more of the lace Mr.
Birch ?”2¢ ¢ .oi comi 1 oun 1,00 g

The desired article was immediately
produced;: and Frances became a purcha-
ser also ;. by her order. a. glass of liquor.
was offered to the trader, who took it-with
thanks, and, having paid his'compliments
to the master of the: house and the ladies;
drank the beverage. . . R

¢ So it is. thought’ that Colonel Tarleton
has worsted General Sumpter ?”*-said Mr!
Wharton,: affecting .- to ~be =employed " in:
mending the cup, broken by the eagemess

of his sister-in-law. .. .. .5 el
-4 Lbelieve they thmk soat Morrlsama >
said Birch drily. i . T

--¢“Have you any: other- news, friend 2.
asked. Captain’ Wharton, . venturing :'to
thrust his face without the curtains again. s
- *¢ Have you heard that-Major André:has
been hung ?” inquired the pedlar with em-
phasis, in reply. + - . : -
Capt. Wharton started, and for a mo-
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exchanged between him and the trader,
when he observed, with affected indiffer-
ence, “that must have been some ﬁwe
weeks ago.” ‘*

*““ Does his execution make much noise?”
asked the father, smvmg to make the bro-
ken china unite. . = . "

 People will talk; you know, Squ1re,
returned the pedlar, exhibiting his goods
respectfully to the young ladles '

1 ¢ Is there any probability of movements
below, my friend, that will make travelling
dangerous ?” ‘asked Harper,* looking stea-
dily at the other, in expectation of his reply.

Some bunches of ribbons fell from the
hand of Birch ; his countenance changed
instantly, losing its keen expression in in-
tent meaning,” as .he answered slowly.—
<1t is some time since the rig’lar cavalry
were out, and I saw some of De Lancey’s.
men’ cleaning their arms as I passed their
quartérs ; it would be no: wonder if. they
took the scent soon, for the Virginia horse:
are low in the county.”

¥
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-7 Are -they in much force ?” asked Mr.
Wharton, sﬂspendmo' all employment in
anxiety. - 3 v
"< I did not count them,” sald the ped-
lar, giving his attention to his trade again.

" Frances™ was “the only observer of the
change in the manner of Birch, and, on
turning to Harper, he had resumed his
book in'silence. The maid took some
of .the ribbons 'in 'her hand—Ilaid them
down again—and, bending over the goods,
so that her hair, falling in rich curls, shaded
her face, she observed, blushing with ‘a
colour that suffused her neck—

“1 thought the southern horse had
marched towards the Delaware.” -,

‘¢ It may be so,” said Birch, *“ I'passed
the‘troops at a distance.” PRI

Cesar had now selected a piece of ca-
lico, in which the colours of yellow and
red were contrasted on a white ground ;
‘and after admiring it for several minutes,
laid it down with a sigh, as he exclaimed,
“'very, pretty calico!” :

¢ That,”” said Sarah ; . yes, that would
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make a proper gown-for your wife, Caa--
SAT s 1ol ol {2 L TS
“ Yes, Miss Sally,” ‘cried the dello‘hted
black,: < make”old Dinah heart leap for
joy—so very genteel.”
+.% Yes,” "added the pedlar: quamtly,
¢ that would make' Dinah:look like a rain-
bow.” - A IR
- Ceesar eyed his ryoung mistress ‘eagerly,
until, laying it:down with a smile, she in-
quired-the price of Harvey. e
<% Why, much as I h«rht of chaps 7 eald
the pedlar. = [ . ¢
“ How much ?” demanded Sarah in sur-
prise.. < ¢4y 4w :
 According to my-luck in finding pur-
chasers—for . my. friend Dinah, you may

have it at four shillings:” - A
Jf<It is too'much,” said-Sarah, turning
to some goods forherself. + ¢ . .1 !

"* ‘Monstrous - price—for coarse calico,
Mister Birch," glumhled Ceasar, droppmﬂ'
the opening of the'pack again:. = = ' ¢

“ We will say three:then,”’ added the
pedlar, < if you'like that bettér,”
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-.“ Be sure, llke ‘em better,’; said Casar,
smiling good humouredly, re-opening. the
pack—<. Miss; Sally- likea .three-shilling
when; she give,’ and a. four- Shll]lﬂ"‘ when
she take.”” ol Jeae s e st
The; bargain was 1mmed1ately' con-
cluded ;./but:in measuring, the cloth want-
ed a little of  the well-known ten yards
required - by the dimensions of Dinah: *'By
dint of a strong.arm, however, it grew ‘to
the desired length, under the experienced
eye of the pedlar, wha conscientiously add-
ed a ribbon of corresponding’ brilliancy
with' the calico, and Cesar hastily. with-
drew, to communicate the joyful intelli-
‘gence to his aged partner. ol e
.During the movements created by the
-conclusion of the purchase, Captain Whar-
ton_had. ventured .to draw aside .the .cur-
tain, so as to admit a view of his. person,
and he now inquired of- the: pedlar, who
‘had begun to collect his scattered goads,
at what time he had left the.city, « .21 .. »
"< At early twilight,” was'the answer.
¢ 'So lately!”, cried- the. other” injsur-
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prise; and then correcting his manner, by
assuming a more guarded 2ir, he continued
~—“ Could you pass the’ plcquets at so late
an hour ?”’ ‘

‘¢ Idid,”” was the laconic reply.
- “ You must be well known by this time,
Harvey, to the officers of the British army,”
cried Sarah, smiling archly on the pedlar.

¢« 1 know some of them by sight,” said
Birch, glancing his eyes round the apart-
ment, taking in their course Captain Whar-
ton, . and restirim for an instant on the coun-
tenance of Harper. '

. Mr. Wharton had listened intently to
each speaker in succession, and had so far
lost the affectation of indifference, as to be
crushing in his hand the pieces of china
he had expended so much.labour in en-
dea\wourino’ to mend ; when, observing the
pedlar tying the last knot in his pack, he
asked abruptly— -

. “ Are we about to be disturbed again
with the enemy

“¢ Who do you ‘call the enemy?” said
the pedlar, raising himself erect, and giv-

-
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ing the other a look before whlch the eyes

of Mr Wharton sunk in instant confusion.
¢« All are -enemies who - disturb our
peace,’ said Miss Peyton, observing her
brother unable to speak. ‘ But are the ,
royal troops out from below ?*

““*Tis quite hkely they- soon may be
returned Birch, raising his pack from the’
floor, and preparing to leave the room.

* “ And the continentals,” continued Miss
Peyton, mildly, * are the continentals in
the county ?” o

Harvey was about to utfer something in
reply, when the door opened, and Casar
made his appearance, attended by his de-
lighted spouse.

The race of .blacks of which Casar was
a favorable specimen, is becoming very
rare. The old family servant, who, born
and reared in the dwelling of his master,
identified himself with the welfare of those
whom it was his lot to serve, is giving
place in every direction to that vagrant ’
class which has sprung up within the last ’
thirty years, and whose members roam

VOL. I. E
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through ghe."éoun,try, unfettered -by prin-
ciplés, or uninfluenced. by attachments,
For it is one of..the curses of slavery, that
its victims. become - incompetentto the-at-
trlbutes ofra . freeman.,; The short. curly
hair of Casar had acquired: from ;age: a co-
lourmg of gray, that added greatly to the
venerable cast of his; appearauce Long-
and uumteri upted applications of;the comb-
had stralghtened the .close curls of . his
fprehead until they, stood _erect.in a.stiff
and formal precision, that gave ‘at least
two inches to his. stature! The shmmﬂ'
black of his youth had lost its Gllstemng
hye, and had been. succeeded by a dingy
brown. His eyes, which stood ‘at.a-most
formidable distance from each other were
small, and characterized by an expression
of good feeling, occasionally interrupted by -
the petulance of an indulged servant :—they
howeve1 now danced with inward .delight.
His nose poqseSsed in an emment manner,
all, the reqmsltes for smellm but3W1th the -

most modest unobtlubxveness—-—lns,,nos—' ‘

tI'l]Q bemO' abundantly capacmus without
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thrusting -themselves i in the way of- thelr'
nelghbours His' iouth - capacmus“to a
fault, that was only tolerated “on adcount’
of thé double row ofpearls’ it contamed

In person ‘Ceesar ‘was short, and we ‘would’
say -square, had not all the angles and’
curves-of ‘his- figure bid defiance to ‘any
thing llke‘ mathematlcal symmetry. * “His’
artns wefe -lofig and muscular, and termi-’
niated by" two bony hands, that exhibited
on one side, 'a colourmO‘ of blackish gray,i
anid on fhe othér a' faded pink. “1t was i
his-legs- that nature” had mdulged in’ her‘
most capncnous humours. There’ was an
abundancé of the material, but it had béen”
lﬂJlldlClOllaly used ‘Thecalves Were neither
before nor- behmd but rather on the outeri
closé to- the knee as to render the free use
of that _]omt a’ sub|ect of doubt N In the
foot, con51dermﬁ' it as a base on WhlGh the
body'was to rest, Casar 'had'no ‘calise of
complamt ‘unless, indeed, it mlght be that’
the leg was placed so near the ‘centre, as to”
make it sometimes a matter of dispute,’

E 2
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whether he was not’ walkmO‘ backwards.
-But whatever mwht be the faults a- statuary
could dlscover in his person, the heart of
Caesar Thompson was in the right place,
‘and we doubt not, of very just dimen-
: smns . ey
Accompamed by his ancient compamon
Caesar now advanced; and paid his tribute.
of gratltude in words—Sarah recelved
thern with great complacency, and made
a_few compliments to the taste of the.
husband, and the probable appearance of
the w1fe Frances took. the hard and
wrlnkled hand of her nurse into her own ;
and with a face beammg with a, look of
pleasure that coxresponded to the smlhnO‘
countenances . of the blacks, offered the,
service of her needle i in ﬁttmg the admired.
caheo to _its future uses. The offer was,
humbly and gratefully accepted ,
. As Camsar followed the. pedlar and his,
wife from the apartment and was in the,
act of closing the door, he mdulged him-,
self in a grateful sollloquy, by saying .
aloud—— . e i vy

is
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“ Good little lady—Miss Fanny—take
care of old father—love to make a gown
for old Dinah.too.” What else his feel-
ings might have induced him to utter is
unknown, but the sound of his voice was
heard sometime after the distance had made
his words indistinct. .. 1 7

Harper, had- dropped his book “and . sat
an_admiring” witness. of the. scene; and
Frances exljoyed a double satisfaction, as
she received an - approvmo‘ smile, from a
face which concealed, under thetraces of
deep thought and engrossing care, the ex-
pression which’ characterlzes all ‘the best
feelings of the human heart. .«

[ .
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CHAPTER 1V,

¢ Tt is the form, the eye, the ‘wor'd

The beanng of that stranger Lord;

His stature, ma.nly, bold and tall,

Built like a castle’s battled wall,

Yet moulded i in Such j just degrees,

His gxant-strength seems hghtsome ease.

Weather and war their rougher trace Y

Have left on that majestic face j—

But ’tis his dlgmty'of eye! T

There, if a supphant, would I ﬂy,-

Secure, *mid danger, wrongs, nnd gnef

Of sympathy, redress, relief— !

That glance, if guilty, would I dread

More than the doom that spoke me dead !

#¢ Enough, enough,” the princess cried,

« *Tis Scotland’s hope, her joy, her pride !"
t Walter Scott.

o

TuE party sat in silence for ‘several mi-
nutes after the pedlar withdrew. Mr. Whar-
ton had heard enough to increase his un-
easiness, without in the least removmg his
apprehensions on behalf ‘of his son.” The

[N
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Captain was impatiently wishing Harper in
any other place, than the one he occupied
with such apparant composure ; while' Miss
Peyton completed , the disposal of. her
breakfast equipage, with the mild compla-
cency of ther.nature, aided a little by in-
ward satisfaction at her possessing so large
a portion of the trader’s lace—Sarah was
busily occupied in arranging. ‘her pur-
chases, and- Frances 'was kindly:assisting
her. in._the ‘occupation, disregarding her
own neglected bargains for. the moment,
- when the stranger:suddenly broke the si-

lence by saying— . . Co

¢ If-any apprehensions of me' induce
Captain Wharton to maintain his disguise, |
I wish him to. be undeceived—had. I ‘mo-
tives for betraying him, :they could not
operate under present circumstances.” "’

The younger sister.sunk into. her seat
colourless and.astonished. Miss Peyton
dropped: the tea-tray she was lifting from
the table; and Sarah sat with her pur-
chases unheeded. in her lap, in speechle'ss
surprise. Mr. Wharton was stupxﬁed but

E4
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the Captain, hesitating a moment for asto-
nishment,  sprang into. the middle of the
room, and;exclaimed, as he tore off the
mstruments of his dlso*mse—; s S

‘-1 believe you from my soul, and. thls
tiresome imposition shall continue no lon--
ger under the. roof of my-father Yetl
am at a loss:to conceive in what- manner-
you know me.” . . .. . : , .
~ “You really look so much better-in
-yom proper -, person, Captain Wharton,”
said Harperwith a slight smile,~ ““ I would
advise you never to conceal it.in future.
There is enough to betray you, if other
sources of detection were wanting :'as he
spoke, he pointed to.a picture suspended
over the mantle-piece, which exhibited the
British officer-in his regimentals. . »

“'I had. flattered myself,”. cried young
Wharton-with a laugh, . that I looked
better:on the canvass.than in masquerade
~—You niust be.a close observer, sir!, >
--ff Necessity has made me. one,” .said
Harper mildly; rising from his seat. ...
.. Frances met him.as.he was about to

/
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withdraw, and, taking his, hand- between
both her own;said with eamestness——her
cheeks mantling w1th their “richest, vermi-
lion— You cannot—you - will not,b_etray-
my brother.” = © rooov oy
For ‘an instant Hdrper paused m- sdent‘
admiration of the lovely pleader, and then,
folding her hands on his ‘breast, replied so-
']emnly——-“ I cannot, and I will not;”; he
released her hands, ‘and laying-his own on
her head gently, contmued--—“ If , the
blessing of a strano"ex can profit:you, re-
ceive'it.” He tumed _and” bowing ‘low,
1etued to his apartment T ‘
The whole _party were deeply 1mpressed ’
with the ingenuous-and- solemn maiiner of
the traveller, and all but the father found
immediate relief-in his declaration. - Some
of the caﬁt-oﬁ' clothes of the Captain, ‘which
had been removed with the goods from the
«city;"were produced;-and young Wharton,
released from the uneasiness of his disguisé,
began at last to enjoy a- visit which- had
been undertaken at so much personal risk
to'himself.~ Mr: Wharton retiring to his
ED



82

apartment in pursuance of his regular en-
«ragements the ladles with. the - youn0‘
man, -were left-to an’ umnterrupted com-
munication’ on such subjects as were most
agreeable. Even Miss Peyton was affected
with the épirits of her- -younger relatives ;
and they sat for an hour exgoymv in heed-
less confidence, the pleasures of an unre-
strained conversation, without reflecting on
any danger which might be impeiiding
over them. The city and-their acquaint-
ances were not long neglected ; for Miss
Peyton, who had never forgotten the many
agreeable hours of her residence within
its boundaries, soon inquired, among others,
after thelr old acquamtance Colonel Well-
mere.

“Oh!” crled the Captain gaily, “he yet
continues there, as handsome and as gal-
lant as ever.’ r

» Although a woman be not actually in
love, she seldom hears without a blush,
the name of a man whom she might love,
and who has been connected _with herself,
by idle gossips, in the amatory rumour of

P
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the day. -Such had been  the' case with
Sarah, and she' dropped her eyes on'the
carpet with a smile, that, aided by the blush
which suffused her cheek, in no degree de-
tracted from her native charms. .+ -

Captain Wharton, without heeding this
display of interest in his sister, immediate-
~ ly continued—* At times he is'melaiicho-
ly—we tell him it must belove.””” Sarah
raised : her eyes to the face of her brother,
and-was consciously turning them on the
rest of the party, when-she met those of
her sister, laughing with good-humour and
high spirits, as she cried, ¢ Poor man—
does he despair?” .~ . 7 1.

“Why, no—one would think he could
not—the eldest son of a man of wealth,” so
handsome, and a Colonel.”” ‘

“ Strong reasons, indeed, why he should
prevail,” said Sarah, endeavouring 'to
laugh,” “ more particularly the latter.” °

<% Let me tell you,” replied the Captain
gravely, ‘ a Lieutenant- Colonelcy in the
. Guards is a very pretty thing’’~ )

E 6



41 And, Colonel ‘Wellmere a very pretty
:man,’; cried Frances with a laugh., .~
¢ .‘¢ Nay; Frances,” returned, her : 51ster,
< Colonel Wellmere - was . never.a favorite
with you—he is too loyal to his Kmﬂ' to :be
agreeable to your taste.” . ., ... .
. Fran_c_e_s took the, hand of  her 51ster, as .

She sald-—“ and is_not Henry loyal to. hlS
King 2=

5

¢ Come, come,”, said sts Peyton, “no
difference of opimon about-the Colonel—he.
is a favourite of mine.” = . ... ...
., “.Fanny likes Majors. better cried the
brother, pulling her upon his knee. . .
“ Nonsense,” said the blushing girl, as
she’ endeavoured to extricate herself. from
the grasp of her laughing brother. . ', - -
““ It surprizes me,” continued the Cap-
tam “ that Peyton, when he procured the
1elease of my father, did not.endeayour.to
detain my sister i in therebel camp **, . -
i+ That; mwht have endan@ered hlS own
llbelty,;v,sald the. mald, smiling archly;
and resur\nmg her seat; ““’you know it.is

W
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_llberty for which }”\/Iajor Dunwoodie .is
ﬁcrhtm"‘ TR Lt maad
« leerty'” exclaimed Sarah, . very
pretty liberty—which exchanfres;one mas-
ter; for fifty.” + A DU A S
« The privilege of chancrmo* masters at
allis a liberty,” returned, the cher good-
~ humouredly: .o
: “ And-one you ladies Would sometimes
be 0*lad to exercise,” cried the Cd.ptam
“ We like, I believe, to have the; hberty '
of (.hoosmw who they shall be in; the first -
place,” said the langhing. girl;- “ don’t we,
aunt.Jeanette ?” - oL
“ Me!” : cried. Mlss Peyton startm
ff what do I know of. such things,: chlld?
you must. ask; some ;one else, if you wish
to learn such matters.” -
<o Ah" .returned. the maxd, . lookmn" ‘
. playfully at. her. aunt, *“ you would have
us think you:were never young—but what
am 1-to believe. of all the tales,-I have
heard about the handsome Miss Jeanette
-Peyton?”, “ ., I A

“ Nonsense—my dear—nonsense »’ said
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the aunt, ‘endeavouring to suppress‘a -
smile ; “it is very silly to believe all:you
hear 23 R - i ,

‘.. Nonsense ! do you call-it,”  cried the
Captain gaily: “to this hour General
Montrose toasts Miss Peyton; I heard
him within . the week, at Sir Henry’s
table” o ’

“ V\’hy, ‘Henry, you are as saucy as
your sister,”. returned. the lady ; “ and to
break in upon your folly, I must take you
to see my new home-made manufactures
in contrast with the finery of Birch.”. ,

The young people rose to follow their
aunt, in perfect good humour with each
other’ and the world.  On ascending
the stairs to the place of deposit for
Miss Peyton’s. articles of. economy; she
availed herself, however, of an.opportu-
, nity. to inquire of her nephew, whether
General Montrose suffered as much from
the gout, as he had done when she knew.
him. o 2

It is a painful discovery that we make,
as we advance”in life, that none of us are

-
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exempt from its frailties. When the heart
is fresh, and the. view of the future unsul-
lied by the blemishes which have been ga-
thered - from' the experience of . the past, it
is that our feelings are most holy—we love
to identify with the-persons of our natural
friends, ‘all those qualities’ to which -we’
“ourselves aspire, and -all those virtues we
have been- taught to revere. The confi-
‘dence with which we esteem seems a part
‘of .our nature; and there is a purity,
thrown . around the affections which tie us
to our kindred, that after life can seldom
hope to see.uninjured.- The family of Mr.
Wharton- continued to enjoy, for there- -
mainder of the day, a happiness to-which
they had long beenstrangers;: and one
that sprung, in its younger members, from"
the delights of the most confiding affection,
and the exchange of the most disinterested
endearments. -+ f- o o T
Harper .appeared - only at the. dinner
table, and retired with the. cloth, -under
the pretence of some engagements in his
own room. Notwithstanding ‘the. confi-

\
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‘dence created 'by his manrier, the family
felt-his absence'a relief; for the visit of
Captain Wharton was’ necessarily. to be
confined to a very few days, both from the
limitation to his leave of absence, and the
danger of a discovery. ' T

All “dread of - consequences " however,
were lost in the pleasure of the meeting.
Once or twice during the day, Mr. Whar-
ton had suggested-a doubt as to the cha-
Jracter.of his unknown guest, and the pos-
slblllty of the detection of his son proceed-
ing 'in some manner from his information::
but the idea was earnestly opposed by all
his children ; even Sarah united with her
brother and sister in pleading warmly in
favor of. the sincerity expressed in the out-
ward appearance of the traveller. )

“ Such appearances, my children,” re-
plied thedesponding parent, °“ are but
‘too often deceitful ; when men like Major
André lend themselves to the purposes of
-fraud, it is-idle to ‘reason, from qualmes
much less externals.”- : o*
+ “Fraud ! cried hlS son quickly ; « sure-

.
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ly; sir, .you forgot that ’\Idjbr"Aridre was
serving his kmg, and that the usages of
war justified the measure.” . 1 ;o o
“ And did not the usages of .war Justl-
fy his death Henry ?”” inquired Frances,
speaking in a low voice, unwilling to aban-
“don'what she' thought- the cause of her
country, and- yet unable to suppress her’
feelings for the man., ..o, oo DUE
- “ Never I exclaimed “the young man,
springing from -his -seat,"and - pacmg the
tloor rapidly—* Frances; you shock me '}
suppose it should be my,fate ‘even' now,
to fall into the power of - the rebels——-you
would vindicate - my - execunon——perhaps
exult in the cruelty of. Washington:” « . @
. ““ Henry !” said Frances'solemnly,. qui-
vering with emotion, and’'with a’ face pale
as death, << you little know my heart.”—
“ Pardon me—my sister—my little Fan-
ny,” cried the repentant.youth, pressing
her to his bosom, - and kissing off. the tears

which had burst in torrents from her eyes> -
Tt is very foolish to regard your hasty"
words, I.know,”, said F'rances, extricating -

\ '
v
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herself from his arms;. and . raising her yet
"humid eyes to his face with a smile—* But
reproach from those we. loye is most se-
vere, Henry—particularly—where we—we
think—we know, »—the .paleness of .the
maid: gradually gave place to the colour‘_'
of the rose, as she concluded in a low voice,
with her eyes directed to the carpet,—* we
are undeserving of it.”— :

Miss Peyton moved from her own seat
to. the one next her.niece, and, kindly
ta.kmg her hand, observed, you should
not suffer the nnpetuosxty of your brother
to affect you so-much—boys, you know,”
she continued with a smile, ‘¢ are prover-
blally ‘ungovernable,”

. “ And you might add cruel, from my
conduct »*,said the Captain, seating him-
selfon the other side of his sister ; ““ but
on the subJect of the death of André we are
all’ of -us uncommonly sensitive—you did
not know him—he was all that was brave
~—that . was accomphshed——that was esti-
mable ” Frances smiled faintly and shook
her head, but made no reply. Her brother,
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observing-the’ marks of incredulity in her
countenance, continued—‘-you doubt it
and justify his death ?”. . ¢ .

“ L.do not doubt his worth,” rephed the
maid mlldly, ““nor his being deserving of
@ more happy fate ; but 1 doubt the ‘im-
propriety of . Washmgtons conduct. I
know but little -of the.custons .of war,
and wish to .know less; but’ w1th what
hopes of success could the Americans con-
nted; if. they yielded all."the principles
which long use had established; to the ex-
clusive purposes of thé British ?” ’

“. Why contend at all ?” cried Sarah im-
patiently ; *“ besides, being rebels, all thelr
acts are illegal.”

*“¢ Women are but mirrors, Whlch reflect
the images before them,” cried the captain
good naturedly.— In Frances I see the
picture’ of MaJor Dunwoodle——and in Sa-
lah" ’ . . L o
*.““ Colonel Wellmere,”‘ nterrupted the
younger sister. laughing,”"and: blushmg:
crimson. ““ I must c5f1fess 1'am indebted

e
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to the Major: for. my- 'réasoning—;am‘ I not
aunt Jeanette ?’-. 1. ¢ . o

1 believe there is somethmg hke 1t
indeed, child,” replied Miss Peyton with
asmile, ““in hislast letter to me.’
- .“Yes, I plead guilty—and you, Sarah,
have not forgotten the.learned dlscussmns
_ of Colonel Wellmere.”— .
¢ Litrust I never forget the rlght"" sald
Sarah emulating her sister in colour, and
rising, .under the pretence « of avoiding the
heat of the fire.” . o R

Nothing occurred of any moment dur-
ing the rest of'the day ;: but in the evening
‘Ceesar reported  that. he” had -overheard
voices in the room of Harper, - conversing
in a low tone.  The apartment occupied
by the traveller was the wing at the ex-
tremity of the- building; opposite to the
parlour. in- which- the .family ordinarily
assembled ; and it seems, that Cesar had
:estabhshed aregular system of espionage,
‘with- a view to the safety of. his young
smaster.. This intelligence gave some un-

[y
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easiness to all the members of the family ; -
but the entrance of Harper himself, with:
the air of benevolence and sineerity which. -
shone through his reserve, soon removed.
the doubts from the breast of all but Mr.,~
Wharton. His children aund -sister be-
lieved: Ceesar to have been’ mistaken, and
the evening passed off w1thout .any addi- -
tional ‘alarm. e
- On the afternoon of the succeeding day,
the party were; assembled in- the, parlour
around thé tea ‘table of Miss Peyton, when .
_a-change in the weather occurred. The
thin ‘scud, that apparently floated -but a
short distance above the tops of the hills,’
began to drive from the west towards the
east in astonishing rapidity. The rain
yet continued to beat against the eastern
windows of the house with incredible-
fury : in that dlrectlon all was dark and
gloomy. Frances was gazing at the gcene "
with the desire of youth to .escape from,.
the tedium of confinement, when, as if by
magic, all was_still. . The rushing wmd:t\
had ceased the pelting of the storm was
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over—and, ~sprmrr1n<r to the window, the
mand ‘with dehght plctux‘ed in her-face,
saw- a ‘glorious ray of sunshine® llghtmcv
on the opposite-wood:: The! foliage “glit-
“ tered with the ‘chéquered: beauties rof - the
October leaf—reflecting * back from the
moistened - boughs the richest lustre of an:
American’autumn; - In an’ instant]" the
piazza, which- opened to the south; was
thlonged with'the inmates of the cottage,
The air was mild, balmy, and refreshing’
—in the east, clouds, which' might 'be-
likened-to the retreating masses of a-dis-
comfited army, hung around :the - horizon
~in awful and increasing “darkness.! ' At>a
little elevatlon above the cottage, the thin
and vapoury clouds were still rushing to-
wards the east with amazing:- velocnty ;.
while - in the west" the -sun- had broken'
forth in-all ‘his ma_)esty, and shed bis pait--
ing ‘rediance on the scene below; aidéd by
-the fullest: richnessof’ a clear: a’tmo“siihé‘ke'
and freshened’ hérbage.—Such ‘iioménts’
(f>é10f1g dnljfit()‘ the-climate of America; and’
are ‘enjoyed’in & dégree] proportioned to
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the suddenness of. the - contrast, and the
pleasure we experience’in escaping from
the:turbulence of the elements to the quiet
of a peaceful evemng, and. an air still. as:
the softest mornings in June. » .

“ What. a::magnificent scene! . sald
Harper in. a low tone ;. ““ how grand! how:
awfully sublime ! ; May such a quiet spee-
dily await the.struggle.in which my.coun-
try is engaged, and such a glorious evening
follow. the day- of her adversity.” -

Frances, who -stood next. him, alone.
heard the voice—turning in amazement’
from the view to the speaker, she saw him
standing bare headed,. erect, and with his:

eyes to heaven ;, there was no longer the. .

quiet which had seemed their characteris-.
tic, but they were lighted into something
like enthusiasm, and.a’ slight flush passed-
over his pale features: - ; '
_There can'be no danger apprehended
ﬁom such a man, thought Frances—such’
_feelings belong only to'the virtuous. "~ ..
/The musings of, the party. were nowiin-"

v
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terrupted by the sudden appearance of the
pedlar. - He had "taken advantage of the
first gleam of sunshine to hasten to -the.
cottage. - iHeedless of ' wet or dry as it lay’
in his path, with arms swinging to and.
fro, and.with his head bent forward of his
body several inches,, Harvey Birch: now
approached' the piazza,. with a gait pecu-.
liarly his'own—the quick, lengthened pace,
of a vender of goods. :

“ Fine evening,”. said the pedlar salut-
ing the' party: without raising .his eyes,
‘““quite warm and agreeable for the season.”
« Mr. Wharton assented to the remark, .
and inquired kindly after the health of his:
" father. Harvey heard him, and centinued:
standing for some time in moody silence;’
but the question being -repeated, he an-
swered with a slight tremor in his:voice—.

“ He fails fast; old age and hardships-
will do their:work.” The pedlar- turned
his body .from the view of most of the
family ; but Frances noticed his glistening
eyes and quivering lips, and, for the &e-
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cond-tine, Harvey rose in the estimation
of the maid. T 2T B )
The. valley in whlch was the reSIdence»
of Mr. Wharton, ran in-a direction .from!
North-west to South-east, and the house.
stood-on the.side of a hill which terminat-:
ed -its length in.the former. direction. A ‘
small opening, occasioned by.the receding -
of the -opposite - hill, and thé :fall of .the
land to the level of the tide water, afforded
a view of the Sound over.the tops:of the
distant woods on its margin. .- The surface
of the water, which had:so lately beén
lashing the shores with boisterous’ fury,
was already losing its ruffled darkness in
the long and regular undulations that suc-
. ceed a tempest, while.the light air from -
the South-west was gently ' touching their
sum}mta, lending its feeble. aid in stilling -
the waters: Some dark spots were now::
to be distinguished, occasionally rising
into view, and again sinking .behind the
lengthened waves which interposed them-
selves to the sight. .. They were unnoticed
by all but the pedlar. He had seated him-
VOL. I . F

~
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‘self on the piazza, at a Jdistance . from
Harper, and appeared to have forgotten
the object of his visit. His roving eye,
however, ‘soon caught:a glimpse of these
new objects"in the view, and he sprang
up with alacrity,” gazing intently to-
wards the water. ‘The juices of the to-.
bacco soon disfigured ‘the floor of Miss
Peyton—he moved- his place—glanced his
eye with marked uneasiness on Harper—
and then said with great emphasis— .

< ¢ The rig’lars must be out from below.’’

1*““Why do you think so ?*” inquired Cap-
tain Wharton eagerly.; “ God send it may
be true; Iwant their escort in again.”

-4 Those ten whale boats would not move

so fast,”” answered Birch drily, ‘ ‘unless
they were better manned than common.”
© * < Perhaps,” cried Mr. Wharton in alarm,
“they are—theyare contmentals returning

flom the island.”
++¢¢ They look like rig’lars,” Sald the ped—-

far with great meaning.
1<¢ Look!” repeated.the captam, “ there

is nothing but spotsto be seen.” ..+ .
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i Harvey disregarded his observation, but
seemed to be soliloquizing as he said, in
an under tone—‘* They came out before’
the gale—have laid ‘on- the island” these’
two -days—horse are on the road—there
will soon be fighting near us.” * During’
this speech Birch several times glanced his
eye towards Harper, with evident uneasi-
ness, but no corresponding emotion be-
trayed .any interest of that géntleman in .
the scene.—He stood in- silent contempla-
tion of ‘the view, and seemed enjoying the-
change in the air. As Birch concluded,
however, Harper turned to his host and
mentioned, that his business would not
admit of unnecessary delay; he would, -
therefore, avail himself of the fine even-
ing to ride a few miles on his journey.
Mr. Wharton made- many ’professions of.
regret at losing so agreeable an inmate :
but was too mindful of his duty not to
speed the parting guest, and orders were
instantly given to that effect.

= The uneasiness of the pedlar increased
in a-manner for which nothing apparent

F 2
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could. account ; his ‘eye was cdnstantly
wandering -towards the lower end of the.
vale, as ifin expectatlon of some interrup--
tion from that quarter. "-At-length Cesar,
appeared leading the noble beast which:
was to bear the weight of the traveller.,

The pedlar officiously assisted to tighten:
the girths, and fasten the blue cloak-and,
valisse to the mail straps. ., :

Every preparation being - completed
Harper proceeded to take his leave.-, To-
Sarah.and her-aunt he paid his compli-
ments with ease and kindness—but-when.
he came to Frances, he paused a moment,
while his face assumed an expression of;
more than ordinary benignity ;-his eye re-
peated the blessing which had before fallen®
from his lips, and the maid felt her cheeks
glow and heart beat with a quicker pulsa-
tion, as he spoke his adieus.- There, was
a mutual exchange of polite courtesy
between the host and his parting guest ;
but as Harper frankly offered -his hand to
Captain  Wharton,, he -remarked,; in ., a
manner of "'le‘lt solemmt}—- .

’
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“¢ The step you have undertaken is one
of much danger, and’ dlsafrreeable conse-
quences to yourself may result #rom it—
in such a case I may have it in my power
to’ prove the gratitude I owe your family
for its kindness.”

*¢ Surely, sir,” ‘cried the father, losing
sight of delicacy in ‘apprehension for his
child, *“ you will keep secret the discovery
which your being in my house has enabled
you to make.”

Harper turned quickly to the speaker,
‘and then" losing - the ‘sternness ‘which had
begun to gather on his countenance, he
answered mildly, I have learnt nothing
in your family, sir, of which I was igno-
rant before—but your son is safer from my
knowledge of -his visit, than he Would be
without it.” - -

He bowed to the whole party, and with-
out taking any notice of-the -pedlar other
than by simply thanking him for his atten-
tions, mounted his horse, and riding stea-
dily and gracefully through the little gate,

F 3 .
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was soon lost behind the hill which shelter-
ed the valley to the northward “
- The eye of the pedlar followed the re-
' tiring figure of the horseman so long as it
continued within view, and as it disap-
peared from his sight, he drew a long and
heavy sigh, as if relieved- from a load of
apprehension.  The Whartons had medi-
tated insilence on the character and: visit
of thelr unknown guest for the samepe-
riod, when the father approached ‘Bireh,
and observed-»-— A
- % 1 am yet your debtor Harvey, for
the,toba.cco you were so kind as to bring
me from the city.”” - * - ’ :

“ If it should not prove so good as the
ﬁxst,’,’ replied the pedlar, fixing a last and
lingering look on the direction of Harper’s
route, “ it is owing to the scarcity-of the
article.” . R .

“ 1. llke 1t much > continued the other, .
o but you have forgotten to name the
prlce P . '

The; countenance of the trader changed,

-
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and losing its expression of ‘deep care in a
natural acuteness, he answered— . ..
““ It is hard to say what ought to. be the
price ; 1 believe I must leave it_to your,
-own generosity.” - A Tt
‘Mr. Wharton had. taken a hand Well
filled with the images of CarolusTII. from
his pocket, and now extended it towards
Birch with three of the pieces between his
finger and thumb. Harvey’s eyes twinkled
.as he contemplated the reward ;' and rolling
over in his mouth a large quantity of the
article in-question, coolly stretched forth
his hand into which the dollars fell with:a
‘most agreeable sound; but not satisfied
with the transient music of their fall, the
‘pedlar gave each piecein succession a rmg
on the’ steppmg-stone to the piazza, be-
fore he consigned it to the safe keeping of
a huge deer-skin purse, whichvanished
. from the sight of the spectators so dex-
terously, that not one of them could have
told about what part of his person it was
secreted. . : Dol
\ F4
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This very material point in his business
so satisfactorily completed, the pedlar rose
from’ his 'seat-on. the floor ‘of the piazza,
-and, approached ‘where’ Captain Wharton
stood, supporting his sisters on either arm,
as they listened with the hvely mterest of -
aﬁ'ectlon :to his conversatlon b
* The agitation of the precedmg 1n01dents
‘had caused such an ‘expenditure of the
juices, which had become necessary to the.
mouthof : the pedlar, that a new supply of
the Weed was required before he could turn
his attention to busme;ss of lesser moment.
This done, he asked abruptly—-
‘ Captain Wharton, do you go in to
.mght 2 -
« ““No !” said the captam lacomcal]), and
_lookmg at his lovely burdens with great
affection. e Mr. Birch, would you, have
me leave, such company'so soon, when I
may never enJoy it again ?” . ‘
- “ Brother ! sa_ld Frances in a low tone,
“jesting on such a subject is cruel.”
“1 rather‘guess,” continued the pedlar,
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'coolly, “now the storm is over, the Skin- "
ners may bemoving; you had better short-
en your visit, Captam Wharton

«'Oh 1'cried the British officer, ¢ a few
gmneas will buy off those rascals’ at any
time should T meet them. No——no—Mr '
Blrch here I stay until mormng .

"<« Money could not liberate Major An—
dré ! said the pedlar drily. :
. Both the sisters now turned to the cap-
tain in alarm, and the elder observed—
. “You had bétter take the advice of -
: Harvey;rest'assured brother, his opinion
in such matters 0u0"ht not to- “be ‘dlsre-
garded.”” - R

“ Yes,” added the youno*er “if, as I
suspect, Mr. Birch assisted you to come
here—your safety—our happmess dear
Henry, requiré you to listen to him now.’

“I brought myself out, and can tal\e'
‘myself in,” said the captain positively ;
“ our bargain went no farther than to pro-
cure my disguise, and’let me know when
the coast was clear, and in the latter par-

ticular you were mistaken, Mr. Birch.”
FbH.
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el Was ;” said the ped]dl with some in-
' terest, « and the greater is the reason why
you should get_back to night—the pass I
.gave-you w1ll serve you but once.”.

- Cannot you forge another ?”

'The pale cheek of the trader showed an
unusual’ colour, but he continued  silent,
-with his eyes fixed to the ground, until-the
young man added with great positiveness

— here I stay thls night, come what
will”> - Tt

¢ Captain Wharton,” said’ the” pedlal
with_ great delibération and marked em-
_phasis,  beware'a tall Virginian, with
huge whiskers—he is below you to my
‘knowledge ; the devil can’t deceive him ;
I'never could but once myself.” =

“ Let him beware of me,” said Whar-
‘ton haughtily ; * but Mr. Birch, I exone-
.rate you from further responsibility.”

“ Will you give me that in writing ?”
_asked the cautious Birch. - :

“ Oh! ‘cheerfully,” cried the czxptdm
with .a laugh; « Casar! pen, "ink; and
paper, while I -write a discharge for my

-t

»
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trusty attendant, Harvey Blrch pedla.r,
&e. &e.? o, T d
The implements for writing:.were pro-
- duced; and the captain, with great gaiety; ‘
wrote * the desired 'acknowledgment in
language. of his own; which the pedlar
took, and, carefully depositing it. by the
side of the images of his Catholic majesty,
made a sweeping bow to the whole family,
and departed as -he had approached.-.He
was soon seen at a -distance stealing into
the door of his own humble dwelling.
The father and sisters of the captain were
too-much rejoiced in retaining the young
man to express, or even entertain, the ap-
prehensions his situation might reasonably
excite ; but on retiring to their evening
repast, a cooler reflexion induced the cap-
tain ‘to think of changing his mind—un-
willing to trust himself :out of the protec-
tion of his father’s domains, the young man
despatched Casar to desire another inter-
view with Harvey. The black soon return:
ed with the unwelcome intelligence'that it
was now too late. - Katyhad told him Har:
: F 6 N
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vey must. be.miles on. his road to the north-
~ ward, having left home at early. candle
light, with his. pack. Nothing now re-
mained to the captain but patience, until
the morning .afforded further opportunity
of decldmg on .the best course for h1m to
pursue.. . 2

‘ This Harvey Bu‘ch with his knowmfr
looks, and portentous warnings, gives me
more uneasiness than I am willing to own,”
said Captain Wharton, ‘rousing himself
from a fit of musing in which the danger of
his situation made no’ small part , of his
medltatlons. : ST 55

“ How is it, that heis able to tlavel to
- and fro in these dlfﬁcult.tlme 'without mo-
lestation 2 inquired Miss Peyton.

“ Why the rebels suffer him- to escape
so easily, is more than I can answer,” re-
turned the other; * but Sir Henry would
not permlta hair of his head to be 1nJu1ed

“ Indeed ! cried’ Frances with interest ;
‘f is he then known to Sir Henry Clinton ?”

"« At least he ought to Be,” said. the cap-
_tain, smiling significantly.
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Do you:think, my son,” asked Mr.
Wharton, °“ there is no dangerof his be-
traying you?”- -

*“ Why—no—TI reflected on that before
I .trusted myself to his power,” said the
Captain thoughtfully;;* ¢ he seems to be
faithful in matters of business. * The
danger to himself, should he return to
the city, would prevent such an act of
villainy.”

¢ 1 think,” said Frances, adopting the
manner of her brother, *“ Harvey Birch is
not witholt good feelings ; at least, he has
the appearance of them at times.”

“ Oh!” cried her sister exhltinglv, “ he
has loyalty, and that with me is a cardinal
virtue.”

1 am afraid,” said her brother laugh-
ing, “love of money is a stronger passion
than love to his king.”

““ Then,” said the father;. “ you cannot
be safe while in his power—for no love will
withstand the temptation of money when
offered to avarice.”

%
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¢ Surely, sir,” cried the youth recover-
ing his gaiety, * there must:be one love
that can resist any thing—is there 'not,
Faony ?” =

“ Here is your candle,” said the dis®
tressed maiden : ““ you keep your father up
beyond his usual hour.” -

‘ [y
.
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, CHAPTER V.

-Through Solway sands, through Taross moss,
Blindfolded, he knew the paths to cross ;
By w1ly turns, by desperate bounds, =~ .
Had baffled Percy’s best blood-hounds.
In Eske, or Liddel, fords were none,
_But he would ride them, one by one;
Alike to him was time, or tide, |
_December’s snow, or July’s pride 5
Alike to him was tide, or time,

Moonlebs mldmght or matin prime.
\

~

W alter Scott
t

Y

Avw the members of the Wharton family
laid their heads on their pillows that night,
-with' a fearful anticipation of some inter-
ruption to their ordinary quiet. -This un-
‘easiness kept the sisters from enjoying their
‘usual repose, and théy rose from their bed
on the following mor mng, unrefreshed, and
almost w1thout closing their eyes.

»
Y
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On taking an ecager and hasty survey of
"the valley from the. windows of their room,
nothing, however, but its usual Serenity
was to be seen—it was glittering with the.
opeuning brilliancy. of one .of those lovely
mild days, which occur about the time of
the fall of the leaf; and which, by their
frequency, class the American autumn with
the most delightful seasons in-other coun-
tries. 'We . have  no. spring—vegetation
here seems to leap into existence, instead of
creeping, as in the same latitudes of the old
world : but-how gracefully it retires! Sep-
tember—October—even November and
December compose the season for.enjoy-
ment in the open 'air—they have their
storms, but they are distinct, and not of
long continuance, leaving a.clear: atmos-
phere and cloudless sky.: o
As nothmfr could be:seen hkely to in-
- terrupt the enjoyments and harmony -of
such a-day, the sisters descended to’ the
parlour with a returning confidence in their
brother’s .security, and their own conse-
quent happmess e '
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«. The family were early in assembling
. around their breakfast ‘table; and Miss’

Peyton, with a little of that minute pre-
cision which creeps into. the habits of
single life, had pleasantly insisted the ab-
sence of her nephew should in no manner
interfere - with the regular hours she had
established—consequently, the party were
already seated when the captain made his
-appearance ; though the untasted coffee
sufficiently . proved, that by, none of "his
relatives was his absence disregarded. *

- ¢ 1 think I did much better,”” he cried,
taking a‘chair between his sisters, and re-
ceiving their offered salutes, ““'to secare a
2ood bed, and such a plentiful breakfast,
instead . of trusting to the hospitality of
that renowned corps, the Cow:Boys.”

“ If you could sleep,” said Sarah, *“ you
‘were more fortunate than Frances and my-
self—every murmur of the night airsound-
ed to me like the approach of the rebel
army.”’

¢ Why,” said the captain laughing,‘ “f
do acknowledge a little inquietude myself
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—but how was it with you ?” turning to
his_younger and evidently favorite sister,
-and -tapping her cheek; . did you see
banners in the «clouds, and mistake Miss
Peyton’s /Eolian harp for rebellious music?”
“ Nay, Henry,” rejoined the maid look-
ing at him affectionately, ¢ much -as’T love
‘my own _country, the approach of her
‘troops just now would give me great pain.”’
The brother made no reply, but return-
ing the fondness expressed in her eye by a
look " of - fraternial tenderness, he gently
pressed hér hand in _silence—whén Cesar,
‘who had participated largely.in the anxiety
of the.family, and who had risen with the
dawn, and kept a vigilant watch on the sur-
~rounding objects,. exclalmed, .as he stood
- gaziig from- one of ‘the windows— ;
. Run-~massa Harry—run—if loveold
Lzesar,.xun—here come the rebel horse,”
~added :the black, with=a face that ap-
proached to something like the hues of a
white man. _ )
“Run!” “repeated the  British officer,
gathering himself up in an air’ of military
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pride ; “no, Mr. Cesar, running is not my
trade”’~—~while ‘speaking, he walked de-
liberately to the window, where. the. f‘lmily
were already collected in the greatest con~

- sternation. ot

. At a distance of more thana mlle about
fifty dragoons ‘were to be seen, winding
down one of the lateral entrances to.the
-valley. -Inadvance with an officer, was a
man attired in the dress of a countryman,
who pointed'in the direction of the cottage.
A small party now left'the main body, and
inoved rapidly towards the object ¢ of their
destination. o Cv e
. On reaching the road which led through
- the bottom of the valley, they turned their
horses’ heads to the north,” The Whartons
continued chained in breathless silence to
the spot, watching their movements, when
the party, than‘ reached the dwelling: of
Birch, made a’'rapid circle: round his
grounds, and in an instant his house.was
surrounded by-a dozen sentinels.
‘T'wo or. three of the dragoons now
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dismounted and disappeared; in a few
minutes, however, theypre'tumed«to the
yard, followed by Katy, from whose violent
gesticulations it was evident matters of no
trifling concern were on the carpet. A
short communication with the loquacious
housekeeper followed the arrival .of the
main body of thetroop, and the advanced
party remounting,. the .whole moved to-
wards the Locusts with great.speed. . : .

" As yet, none of the family had sufficient
“presence of mind to devise any means of
‘security for  Captain -Wharton ; but the

danger now becameé too pressing to admit
of delay, and various means of secreting
‘him were hastily proposed, but they were
all haughtily rejected by the young man,
as unworthy of his character—it was too
late to retreat to the woods in the rear of
‘the cottage, for he would unavoidably be
seen, and, followed by a troop of horse, as
inevitably taken.

At length his sisters, w1th tlemblmg
hands, replaced his original disguise, the
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instruments of which had beéh'darefully
kept-at hand by Cesar, in expectatlon
of some apprehended danger.. -

This arrangement was hastily and im-
perfecﬂy completed, as the dragoons en-.

‘tered the lawn and orchard of the Locusts,

riding with'the rapldlty of the wmd and.
in their turn the Whartons were suuounded
_Nothing remained now, but to meet the.
impending examination with as much in-
difference as the family could assume..
The leader of the horse dismounted, and
followed by a couple of his men, approach-
ed the outer door of the building,which was
slowly and reluctantly opened for his ad-,
mission by Casar. The heavy tread of
the trooper, as he followed the black to
the door of the parlour, rupg in the ears.
of the females as it approached nearer and
nearer, and drove the blood from their
faces to their hearts with a chill that nearly
annihilatéd all feeling.
-A man whose colossal stature manifest-
ed the possession of vast strength, entered
the ‘room, and removing his cap, saluted
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‘the family with a mildness his appearance
did not. indicate as belonging to his.nature
—his dark hair hung around his brow
in profusion, unstained with the:powder
which was worn at that day, and his face
was nearly hid in the whiskers by which
it was disfigured—still the expression of
his eye, though piercing, was not. bad,
and his voice, though deep and powerful,
was not unpleasant. Frances ventured to
throw a timid glance at his figure as_ he
entered, and saw at once the man, from
whose scrutiny Harvey Birch -had warned
them there “was so much to be appre-
hended.. L ,

" % You have no cause for alarm, ladies,”
said the officer, pausing a moment, and
contemplating the pale faces around him
—<“ my business will be confined to a:few
questions, which;. if freely answered,. will
instantly remove us from your dwelling.”

¢ And what may they. be, Sir?” stam- -

mered Mr. Wharton, rising from his chair,
and waiting anxiously for the reply.

"¢ Has there been a:strange gentleman
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staying with you during the storm ?* con-
tinued the dragoon, speaking with interest,
and in some degree sharing in the ev1dent
anx1ety of the father : L

<« This: wentleman—-—here—-favoured us
with his company during the rain, and
has not. ye‘t‘depalted ;> answered the agl-
tated parent,, unable to look hlS mtelro-
gator.in the face, ., . -

« This gentleman o 1epeated the othex 5
turning to Captain,Wharton,. and contem-
plating his figure for a moment, until the
anxiety of his countenance gave place to a
lurking smile—he approached the: youth -
with an air of comic gravity, and, witha
low bow, 0011tinued—“ Tam sbrry for the
severe cold you have in your head, Sir.”

“Me!”, exclaimed the Captain in sm-
prlse, « I haveno cold i in my head.”

T fancied it then, from seeing you had
coveled such handsome aubum locks with
that ugly old wig,” re_]omed thq stranger ;
“it was my mlstake, you will please to
pardon it.” | ,

Mr Wharton groaned aloud but the,
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ladxes ignorant of the éxtent of their visi-
tor’s knowledge, remained in trembling
yet rigid 'silence The Captam himself
moved his hand involuntarily to his head,
and found the trepidation of his sisters had
left some of his natural hair exposed.: The
dragoon watched ‘the - movement with a’
continued smile, -when,- -seeming to recol-
lect himself, he proceeded turning to- the
father— - - :
““ Then, Sir, I am to understand there "
has not been a Mr. Har per here within the
week.” .
“ Mr Harper!” echoed the other, feel-
ing a load removed- from his heart—* yes,
Sir—1 had forgotten ;but he is'gone ; and
if there be any thing wrong in his charac-
ter, we are in entire 1gnordnce of 1t-—to
me he was a total stranger.” - :
" - You have but little to apprehend from
his character,” answered the dragoon dry-
ly; “but he is gone-—how-——when—and
whither ?” : '
“ He departed as he amved " said-Mr.
Wharton, gathering renewed confidence

~
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from the manner of the trooper,  on horse-
back last evening, and he took the northern
road.” ! :
. The officer listened;.to him. w1th in-
tense interest, his countenance gradually
lighting into.a-smile of pleasure ;. and. the
instant. Mr.. Wharton' concluded his .laco-
nic reply, he.turned on’ his heel and left
the apartment. -The Whartons, judging
from. his. manner, thought he was about
to proceed:in quest of' the .object of his
inquiries. On gaining the-lawn, they no-
ticed the dragoon in earnest, and apparent-
ly pleased conversation with his two subal-
terns. In afew moments orders were given
to-some of the troop, and.horsemen left the
valley, at full speed; by:its various roads.
The suspense of the. party within, who -

were all highly interested witnesses of the
scene, was.shortly terminated; for the
heavy tread of the dragoon ‘soon an-
nounced his second approach. , He bowed
again.politely as. he re- entered the rooin,
and walking up to-Captain Wharton, said,
with comic gravity— e S,

' VOL. L G ' '
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“ Now, Sir, my pr1nc1pal business done,
may I beg to .examine the quality of that.
wig ?” ’
© The British officer imitated the manner
qf the other, as he deliberately uncovered
his head,  and handing: him the wig, ob-
served, * I hope, Sir; it is to your liking.”
‘. I cannot, without violating the truth,
say it is, Sir,” returned the drawoon A |
prefer your auburn hair, from whlch you
séem . to. have combed-the powder with
great.industry—but" that must have been
a’sad hurt you have received under that
enormous black patch.”

“You appear 'so’ close an observer of
things, I should like. your opinion of it,
Sir,” said Henry, removing the silk, and
exhibiting his cheek free from blemish:

“ Upon my word, Sir, you improve most
rapidly: in externals,” added the trooper,
preserving his muscles in”inflexible gra-
vity: if I .could but persuade you to
.exchange this old surtout for that hand-
some blue coat- by your ‘side, I think I
never could witness a more agreeable me-

o Jdei T
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tamorphosis, since 1 was: chantred ‘myself
from a lieutenant to a captain.”; .7 @™

“Young Wharton:very, composedly did as
he. was reqmred and stood arn"extremely
handsome, Well dressed- young man. The"
dragoon . looked at him.for a ‘minute with
the drollery that charactemzed his' manner,
and then contmued— N
-« This is a new, comer in the scene—lt
is usual you know for strangers to bei in:
troduced—I am Captain Lawton of the
Vn‘glma horse. i A : Lot

“ And I—-—su'—-am Captaln Wharton, of
his Majesty’s 60th regiment of foot,”
turned Henry, bowinwétiﬂiy, and recover-
ing his natural manner.”

The, countenance of Lawton changed
instantly, and his assumed quaintness va-
nished. He viewed the figure of Captain
Wharton, as he_ stood proudly swelling
with a conscious pride that:disdained fur-
ther (concealment, and cried, w1th great
earnestness— . . o :

“. Captain Wharton—-—-ﬁom my soul 1
pity you.> , . B ) g -

PN s )
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¢ Oh! then,” cried the father, in agony,
“ if you pity-him; dear. sir; why molest
him—he is not a spy~nothing but a desire
to see his friends prompted him to venture
so far from the regular.army in disguise—
leave him'with us—there is no- reward, no
sum, which I will-not.cheerfully pay.”

“ Sir, your anxiety for your friend ex-
cuses your language,” said Lawton haugh-
tily’; ““¢ but you forget-I am ‘a Virginian,
and a gentleman.”’—Turning to the young
man, he continued— were-you ignorant,
Captain’ Wharton, that. our picquets have
been below you for several days 22 -

- ¢« T did not know: it until. I reached
them, and it was then too late to retreat,”
said Whartorrsullenly. © “ 1 came out, as
my father has mentioned, to see-my friends,
understanding your parties to be at Peeks-
kill, and near’ the Highlands, "or‘surely I
would not have ventured.” < o ¢ !

* ¢ All this may be very true,” said-Law-
ton musing ; ‘“ but the affair-of-André-has
made us on the alert.. When treasoir reaches
to the grade of general officers, Captain

« ?
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Wharton, it behoves the, frlends of - hberty
to be vigilant.”: ] Ty o . vla

- Henry bowed ‘to/this’ temark in dlstant
silence, -and -Sarah ventured to urge some-.
thing in -behalf .of ;her brother. The dra-,
goon heard- herpolitely,  and -apparently.
with commiseration ; but willing ‘to avoid.
useless and- embarrassing petltlons answer-,
ed: mlldly--— e L €D s Tl

¢ I am-not.the commander of- thé;party,
madam ; Major- Dunwoodie will :decide.
what must be -done' with your -brother ;
and, at. all ‘events, he will receive nothmg
but kind and gemle treatment.” N

“ Dunwoodie?!” exclaimed Frances, with
a facein which the roses contended with the
paleness of apprehensmn for the mastery ;
“thank God ! then Henry is: safe 2 oal.
- Lawton regarded-her witha mmgled ex-
pression-of pity-and admiration, then shak-
ing' his head,-doubtingly, continued— - '

“¢ I hope so; -aid with your permission
we will leave the matter for his decision.”
-+ The colour of Frances changed from the
paleness of fear to the glow of hope—=her,

' ¢3
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dread: on' behalf of her brother was "cer-
tainly greatly diminished ; yet her form
shook ; her: breathing -became short:and
irregular ; and her whole frame gave tokens:
of. extraordinary agitation—her eyes rose - -
from the: floortothe dragoon, and were
again fixed immoveably on the carpet—she
evidently wished to utter. something, but
was unequal to the effort.- Miss. Peyton
was a close observer of these' movements
of herniece, and advancmg with an-air of
feminine’ dlgmty, mqune G
., Theu; sir,'we'may:expect the pleasure
of Major Dunwoodie’s company shortly ?”
¢ ¢¢.Immediately, madam,” answered the
dxagoon :w1thdrawmg -his ‘admiring ' gaze
from the person of Frances ;' expresses
are already on the road to announce to him
our situation; and the’ intelligence -will
speedily bring him to this valley ;: unless,
indeed;” he continued, contracting his lips,
and. looking. droll,” as: he turned to Mr.,
Wharton,” ‘¢’some. private  reasons may
exist 6. make.a visit. partlculfulv un-
pleasant.’; .o v, o 0

(5
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<. I 'shall always be happy.to see Major
Dunwoodie,” said the father hastily,: ovér-
hearing the soliloquy of ‘the trooper. <

“ Oh! doubtless, sir,” said the_other,
dryly; “heisa general favourite—may I
presume on it so. far.as to ask leave to dis-
mount and refresh- my men; who compose
paxt-of his squadron L P

. 'There was'a manner about ‘the. trooper,
that would have made the omission of such
a request easily-forgiven by Mr.-Wharton;
but - he was’ fairly entrapped by his own
eagerness to conciliate, and ‘it was useless
to withliold a consent which.- he*thought
would probably be extorted—nhe, thérefore,
made the most of the necessity of the case;
and gave such orders:as would facilitate
the wishes of- Captain Lawton, - !

The officers were politely invited to take
their morning’s repast at the family break-
fast table, and.having first ‘made theirar-
rancvements w1thout the “ invifation - -was
‘frankly accepted. None ‘of the watchful-
‘ness, which was so necessary to then‘ situa-
tion, was neglected by the wary partizan.

- G 4
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"The patroles: were seen lon’ the distant hills,

taking their proteécting circuitaround their
comrades, who were enjoying, in the midst
- of dangers, a security that'can only spring
from- the indifference of ‘habit; -and 'the
watchfulness of discipline..

- The addition-to the party at Mr." Whar-
ton’s table was in number only three—and
these were all of them men who, under:the
rough exterior of actual and arduous ser-
" vice, concealed the manners of the highest
class of society. Consequently, the inter-
ruption to the domestic privacy of ‘the fa--
mily. was marked by the observance of
strict decorum. The ladies left the table
to .their. guests, who proceeded without
much superfluous modesty to do proper ho-
nours to the hospitality of Mr. Wharton. ,
.. At length, Captain Lawton suspended
for a moment his violent attacks on the
~ buck-wheat cakes, to inquire of the mas-
ter of, the house, if there was not a pedlar
of the name of Birch.who lived in the val-
ley at times ?

“ At-times only, I beheve, sir,” replied
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‘Mr,:Wharton quickly;: ©heds'séldom ?here

—1 may say I never see him.” %
.t/ That is strange,-too,”said:the trooper
‘looking at- the disconcerted, host:intently,
“ considering he is your next neighbour ;
he must be quite domestie, sir—and to the
ladies it must be somewhat inconvenient—
1 doubt not but that muslin’in the window-
seat costtwice as:much:as he WOlﬂd have
asked them for it.” .- ¥ [ - R
+ Mr. Wharton tumed in ‘coilsternation,
and saw 'some of the recent purchases SCat-
tered around the room.”. .
- "Thetwo subalterns smiled on each other
1gn1ﬁcant1y, but the Captain resumed -his
breakfast with-an agerness that created a
doubt whether. he “ever expected to enjoy
another. The necessity of a'supply from
the dominion of .Dinah scon,- however, af-
forded another: resplte “of which Lawton
availed himself to say-— .o: T
- I had a.wish to break ‘this Mr.. Birch of
‘his unsocial habits, and gave hirna call this
mornmfr-—had 1 found him thhm,"‘.[ should
have placed him where he would enjoy Tife.
¢bH'
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in the midst of sooxety, for a short time at
least.” il

. And 'where mlght that be sir asked
Mr. Wharton, concelvmg it. neceSaary to

.

say something. . I I S
“vThe -guard-room,” sald the! trooper
‘drlly g omrl . o :

- 7 ‘What'is the offence”of . poor. Birch?”
dsked Miss Peyton, handing ‘the’ drafroon
‘a fourth dish of cofiee. ".© "«
. ff Poor!” cried the captain; *if he is
poor—-John Bull must pay him-ill> © = =
“ Yes, mdeed > -said one of. the .subal-
terns, - Klng George owes him a duke—
dom” H . 'r ", e 4
i 13 And .congress- a halter,”. continued
the commanding officer, commencing anew
on a fresh supply of the cakes.” .~ crs
Sl .am sorry,” said Mr. Wharton, that
any newhbour'of mine should i incur the
displeasure of our~rulers R
~ < If T-catch. him,” cried the dl‘dU‘OOI]
while. buttering another; cake, *he;swill
dangle ‘frpi‘nf the limbs of one of - his name-
sakes.” . Ll . - Bt
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*“ He would make a very pretty. orna-
‘ment suspended from one of those ,locusts
‘before his own door,” added the. lleutenant
coolly. v oo . R R

- Never~ mind,” contmued the captain
emphatlcally, “I.will have hlm yet before
lmama]or N T

. As-the language -of these ofﬁcers ap-
peared to flow. from the strength:of their
feelings, the Whartons thought it. prudent -
to discontimie the subject. It was no new
intelligence to.any of -the family, -that
Harvey-Birch was distrusted, and greatly
harassed/by the Americau, officers. *~ His
escapes from their hands, not less than his
imprisonmenté, had been the ‘conversation
of-the country in too many instances, and
under circumstances of too great mystery,
to be easily:forgotten..! In- fact,.no.small
part of the bitterness expressed by Cap-
tain Lawton against the pedlar, arose from
the unaccountable disappearance:of the
latter when intrusted: to. the. custody of
two. of his most faithful dragoons..» ¢ .

‘A twelvemonth had not yet elapied,

¢ 6 )
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since Birch had been seen lmgermg near ihe
‘head-quarters.of the. commander—m chief,
and at a "time when; important movements
were expected hourly to occur. .So soon
as the .information of ‘this’ fact was com-
municated to the officer, whose duty it
was to guard the avenues to the American
camp, he dispatched Captain Lawton in
‘pursuit of the suspected pedlar. ;|

Acquamted with all the passes of" the
hllls, and indefatig able in the dlscharrre of
his duty, the Jtrooper had, with much
trouble and toil, succeeded. in effecting his
object, . The party had halted at:a farm
house for the purposes of refreshment, and
the prisoner :been placed in‘ a room:by
himself, - but under :the keeping of _the
two men before-mentioned—all that was
known subsequently is, that a woman was
seen busily engaged in .the employments
of the household near the sentinels, .and
- .was particularly attentive to the wants of
the captain, until he was deeply engaged
in the employments of the supper table.
' Afterwards neither woman nor pedlar
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were to be found.» .The pack, indeed, was
discovered, open,'and nearly empty, and a
small door ‘commumicating- with @ room
adjoining to:the onein which: the pedlar
had been secured; was also:open.: . - -

i ‘Captain Lawton never could forgWe thie
deception ; his antipathies' to his: enemies
swere not. very. moderate, -but . this<was
adding an -insult to his penetration that
rankled deeply: He .sat- ini.portentous
silence; brooding over this exploit of his
prisoner, . yet mechanically’ pursuing the
business before him, until after sufficient
time had past to make a very comfortable
meal,”aitrumpet suddenly., broke on. the
ears of ‘the party, sending.its martial tones
up the wvalley. in-startling melody. <. The
trooper rose instantly from the table, ; ex-
claiming— S

- Quick, gentlemen, to your horses—
there ’ comes Dunwoodle ;7 and, followed
by his officers, he prec1p1tately left the
room.

With the exceptlon of the cemmels left
to guard Captain Wharton, the dragoons
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mounted, and marched out to meet their
comrades.

-None of the watchfulness necessary it
a war, where similarity of language, ap-
pearance, and customs, rendered prudence
doubly necessary, was .omitted by ' this
cautious leader. "~ On’ getting sufficiently
near, however, to a body of horse of more
than double his own number,.to distin-
guish countenances, Lawton plunged his
rowels in his charger, and in a moment
was by the side of his commander.

The ground in front of the cottageiwas
again occupied by.the horse; and the
same precautions observed as before, the
newly arrived troops hastened to parti-
cipate in "the cheer. prepared for . their
comrades. o
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CHAPTER VI.

N

¢ Prepare thy soul, young Azim! thou hast brav’d
The bands of Greece, still mighty though enslav'd ;
Hast fac’d her phalanx, arm’d thh all its fame, )
Her Macedonian pikes and globes of flame;

All this hast fronted, with firm heart and brow,

But a more perilous trial waits thee now——
‘Woman’s bright eyes,” * . *
*  »

3

© & 6 and, let conquerors boast -

Thelr fields of fame—he who in virtue arms

A young, warm spirit against beauty s charms,

Who feels her brightness, yet defies her thrall, ’
Is the best, bravest, conqueror of them all.”’

PR

.

; M?ore.

Tue ladies of the Wharton family had
gathered around.a window, deeply inte-
rested in the scene we have related.

Sarah viewed the approach of her coun-
trymen with a smile’ of ‘contemptuous in-
difference for the persons and appearance
of mén; whom she thought ‘arrayed in’ the
unholy ‘cause of rebellion. Miss Peyton
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looked on the gallant show with an_exult-
ing pride which arose in the reflection,
that the 'warriors before her were the cho-’
sen troops of, her native .colony, while
Frances gazed with an intensity of in-
terest that absorbed all.other considera-
tions, :  cvno s e

Thie'two parties had not yet Jomed be-
fore her quickly glancmg eyes . distin-
guished one horseman in particular from
those around him."  Even the steed of this
~ youthful : soldier . seemed to be conscious
that he sustained ‘the” weight of no com-
mon man—his hoofs but lightly touched
the earth, .and his airy tread was the curbed
motion of a blooded charger.

The dragoon sat gracefully in his saddle,
with a firmness-and ease that showed him
master of both himself and rhorse—his
figure united: the -~just proportions: of
strength and :activity, -being . tall, round,
and muscular. It was to this officer Law-
ton made his report and side by side they
rode into-the field opposxte to the cottage.

flfhe heart of the maiden beat with-a
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pulsation 'nearly. Stlﬂl , as’ he paused for
a moment and took a Survey of the bmld- |
ing with an eye, whose dark and _sparklmo'
glance could 'be séen in' the distance -be-
tween them—nher colour changed, and for
an instant, ‘as she saw the youththrow
himself from his saddle, Frances Was com:
pelled to seek relief* to lier trembllng
limbsin a-chair. ; , 0 <17

The officer gave a few ‘hasty orders to
lllS second- in command;’ walked) rapidly
into'the lawn, arid- approached the cottage.
-—-Fannyroqe from her, seat, and vamshed
from the apartment.—The dragoon -as-
cended the steps of the piazza, and had
barely time to touch the outer-door when
it'opened to his admission. *

The youth of Frauces, when she left
the city, had prevented her sacrificing; in
conformity to the customs of that day, all -
her native beauties on the altar of fashion.
Her hair; which- was of wgolden nchness '
of colour, was left untortured to.fall in the
natural: rmglets of. her, ;infancy,” and shaded
a face which was glowing with the united

v
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charms of health, yoﬂth and artlessness—
her eyes spake -volumes,-but her tongué
was silent—her hands were inteilocked be-
fore her, and aided by her-taper form,
bending forward in an‘attitude of expec-
tation, .gave a loveliness and interest to
her appearance-that for a moment chained
her lover in silence to.the spot. ¢ ‘

Frances sxlently led the way into: the
vacant parlour +opposite  to the' one in
which the. family were assembled, and
turning to the soldier frankly, placing both
her hands in his own, exclaimed— . —
- «_Ah! Dunwoodie ! how happy, on
hahy accounts, I am to see you; 1 have
brought you in ‘here to prepare you to
meet an unexpected fnend in the opposite
room ‘ . P ‘ 3
¢ “'To whatever cause it may be owing,”
cried the youth;, pressing her hands to his
lips, ““I am happy too in being able to
see you alone.—Frances, the- probation
you have decreed to my love is cruel—V\;ar
and dlstance may shortly separate us for
ever.” : . S
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~ < We must submiit to the: necessity
which governs- us,’} said the maid, ‘losi;)g‘
the glow of :excitement in a.more melan-
choly feeling.. ¢ But it is not love speeches.
I would hear now : 1 have other and more
1mportant matter. for vour attention.””.
. “ What can be of miore 1mportance than
to make you mine by a tie that may be in-
dissoluble!. Frances, you are cold to me—
me—from whose mind days of service and
nights of alarm have never. been able’to
banish your image.” - s -t
“ Dear Dunwoodle » said Frances, soft-
ening nearly to tears, ‘and again extending
her-hand to ‘him, .as the Tichness of her
colour gradually returned, ‘°you know
my sentiments—this war once: ended, and
you may _take that.hand.for "‘ever—but. I
never can .consent to tie myself to you by
any closer ‘union than already exists, so
long as you are arrayed in arms against
my only brother—even now that brother
is awaiting your decision to restore him to
liberty, s or conduct him to a probable
death.” R
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'“ Your brother!” -eried Dunwoodie,
) startmg and turiing pale; ““ your: ‘bro-
ther? - explain yourself~~what dreadful
meaning is concealed in ‘your words?”
+= « Has not 'Captain ‘Lawton ‘told jou ‘of
the arrest’of Henry, as"a'spy, by himself
this ‘very morning ?” ‘continued ® Frances,
in‘a Voice barely audible, and fixing ‘on
her lover a look of the- deepest ahd most
anxious interest. R N
‘“ He told 'me of arresting a captain of
the 60th in disguise, biit without mention-
ing where or whom,” replied the major’in
a similar tone, and dropping his head be-
tween his ‘hands, he endeavoured to con-
ceal his feelings'from his companion. :
*“¢ Duhwoodie ! ‘Dunwoodie!” exclaimed
Frances, losing all her formeér ‘confideiice
“in‘the most fearful apprehensions, “*‘what
means this agitation ?” asthe Major slowly
raised his- face, in which was pictured the
most ‘expréssive ‘concern; she continued,
“ surely—-surely-—you will not betray your
friénd—~my brother—your brother—to an
ignominious death ?”
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¢ Frances " exclaimed the young man
in agony, ¢ what can. I do—what can. I
do?” o PSRV S
.. Do!” repeated the mzud gazing at
hlm wildly; < would. Major. Dunwoodie
yield his friend to his enemies—the. brother
of his betrothed wife ? . . .. . . .

« Oh! speak not so, unkmdly to me—"
dearest Miss Wharton-—my own Frances:
I would this. moment. die for. you—for
Henry—but cannot forget my duty—can-
not forget my honor—you :yourself would
be the first to despise me.if Idid™ ...

“ Peyton Dunwoodie !” said Frances,
solemnly, and with a face of ashy:paleness,
‘¢ you have told me—you have swarn, that
you loved me.” .. .« Dt
« 1 do—I do” mtenupted the soldler
with fervour ; but the maid, motioning with
her hand for. silence, continued, in a voice
that trembled with her emotions, . .’ -

“ Do you.think.I can.throw. myself in
the arms of a man whose hands are stained
with the blood of my. only. brother 2’
- Frances!” exclaimed:the Major: in
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agony, - you wring.' my ‘very .heart ;”
then . pausing for.a moment “to struggle
with his feelings, he endeavoured to force
a:smile, as he added; b:ut,,aftéi' all;” we
may be torturing ourselves with unneces-
‘'sary 'fears, and " Henry, when 1 know the
_ circumstances, may"be nothing more ‘than
a prisoner of war; in which case'I can
liberate him on parole.” ST
. There is no more delusive passion than"
hope; and it seems to be the' happy . pri-
vilege of youth to -cull all the pleasures
Wthh can be wathered from‘its indulgence:
It is when we are most- worthy of confi-
dence ourselves, that we are least'apt to
distrust, and what we- thmk ought to be
we are fond ta think will. :
© The half-formed expectations of the
young soldier were communicated. to the
desponding sister more by the eye than.
the voice, and she rose quickly from her
chair with a returning 'crimson to her
cheeks, as she cried— - ;e

“ Oh! there'can be no. just grounds to
doubt it: I knew-—I knew—Dunwoodie,
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you would never desert us in the hour of
our greatest need.” The violence of, her
feelings conquered, .and the afrltated girl
burst into a flood of tears. -
The office. of consolmo' those we love is
one of the dearest prerogatives of - affec-.
tion ; and Major Dunwoodie, although but
little encouraged by his own momentary
suggestion of relief, could not undeceive
the lovely woman who leaned on his shoul-
der, as he wiped the traces. of her agitated
feelings from- her face, with a trembling,
but reviving eonfidence in the safety of her
brother and the protection of her lover.
I‘rances having _sufficiently recovered
her recollection to command herself, now,
edgerly led the way into the opposite room,
to communicate to her family the pleasing
mtelhgence which she already conceived
- as certain. - . < )
. Dunwoodie followed her, reluctantly, and
with dreadful ’forebodmgs of -the, result:
but a few moments brought him into .the
presence of his relatives, and he summoned

L
S
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all his resolution'to meet the approachmw
. trial with firmness. = . . .
" The salutations of ‘the young men were
" cordial and sincere, and on- the part of
Henr); Wharton as collected'as if nothing
had occurred-to disturb his self-possession.
The abhorrence: of: bemfr, in any man-
ner; auxiliary to the arrest of his fnend
the danger to- the life of Captain Wharton,
and - the- heart- -breaking declarations of
Franees had, however, created an uneasi-
ness in the bosom of Major- Dunwoodie,
which all his efforts could not conceal.
His reception by the rest of the family was
kind and’ sincere, both from: old" regard,
and a-remembrance of former obligations,
helghtened by the anticipations they could
not fail, to read in-the expressive eyes of
the blushing maid by his side. -After ex~
changing greetings with every member of
the famlly, Major Dunwoodie beckoned to
the sentmel whiom the wary- prudence of
Captain Lawton had'left in charge of the
prisoner; to leave the room: Turning to

-

N s

\
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Captain ‘Wharton; with an air!of fixed re-
solution, he-inquired mildly— “y
“Tell me, Henry, the circumstances of
this- disguise,’ in- which .Captain” Lawton
reports you to have ‘been found, and.re-
member—remember—Captain Wharton—
your answers are entirely voluntary.””

“ The disguise was used by me, Major
Dunwoodie,” replied the English officer;
gravely, “ to enable me to' visit my friends,
without incurring the danger of becoming
a prisoner of war.”. - gt

“But you did not wear it until you'saw
the troop of Lawton approaching?” in-
quired the Major quickly. ot

““Oh, no,” interrupted Frances, ‘earger-
ly, forgetting all the circumstances’ in her
anxiety for her brother; ““Sarah and my-
self placed them on him when the dragoons
appeared—it was our awkwardness that
led to his discovery.”

The countenance of Dunwoodle bright-
ened, as, turning his éyes in fond admira-
tion on the lovely speaker, he heard her
explanation, and he added—

VOL. 1. H
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-““Probably some articles of your own,
’whxch were at hand, and were used on the
spur of the moment” . ;

«No,” said VVharton Wlth dxgmty, « the
clothes were worn by me from the 01tv-—
they were. procured for the purpose to
which .they were applled and I intended
to'usé them in'disguising n me m my return
this very day.”

The appalled Frances shr unk back from
between her brother and lover, where her
“ardent feelings had carried her, as the whole
truth glanced over her mind, and sunk into
a seat, gazing.wildly on the young: men
who stood before her. . . ., . ..
- ‘““But the. plcquets—-the party. at “the
plams '—added Dunwoodie, turning- pale,

I passed them .too in disguise,”- con:

tmued.VVharton, proudly; “1 made use
of ‘this pass for which I.paid; and, as it
bears the name of Washington, I | presume
is forged.” . x4 Yy

Dunwoodle caught the paper from his
hand eagerly, and stood,gazing.on.the
signature for some time in silence, during

i
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which the soldler gradually prevalled over
the- mah; when he’ tumed to the" prlsoner,
with'a searching look;r as he asked—-

¢ Captam Wharton Whence did you
'projcure this’ paper . S5 men

« That is a questlon T conceive, MaJor
Dunwoodxe has*no rlght to ask » sald the
_other, dlstantly ERNE .

“Your pardon sir,” returned the Ameri-
can oﬁicer' “my. feelmﬂ's may -have led
‘me mto an lmpropnety SR Y

Mr. “Wharton, who’ had been a deeply
mterested audltor to the conversation, now
so far’ conquered his feelings:as to say,
““Surely, Major Dunwoodie, the paper can-
‘not ‘be materlal-—such artifices are used
daily in war? "7 et P

“ This name is no counterfeit,” said
the dragoon, studying the characters, and
speaking in a low voice; “is 'treason yet
among us undiscovered >—The confidence
of Washington has.been abused, for the
fictitious name is in a"different hand from
the pass. - -Captain Wharton, my-duty will

H?2
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-not suffer me to grant -you a “parole: you

_must accompany_me to the Highlands.”

¢ “1.did not, expect otherwise, Major
I)unwoodxe 2 said_the prisoner haughtlly,
moving towards hlS father -and speakmg

vto himin a low tone

Dunwoodle tumed slowly towards the
s1sters When the ﬁcrure of Frances once
.more arrested his gaze ; 'she had risen from

‘her.seat, and stood again Wlth her hands

‘l
clasped before him in an a_ttltqde of intense
interest : feeling himself unable to contend

longer with his feelings, he made a hurried
_excuse ;for a temporary absence, and left

. ‘:the room. Frances, followed him, and,

obedient to the dlrectlon of her eye, the
soldier re-entered the apartment in which
had been their first interview. .

r 5 MaJor Dunwoodle ” said, Frances, in

‘a volce barely audlble, as she beckoned to
"_him to be seated ; her cheek, whlch had

been of a chilling whiteness, was flushed
w1th a SUHUSIQH that crimsoned her whole
gqupﬁenanee, she struggled with herself
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for a moment, and continued; “ I have al-
ready dacknowledged to' you my esteem—
even now, when'you most painfully disfréss
me, T wish not to conceal it. Believe me,
Henry is innocent of every thing but im-
prudence. Qur ‘country can' sustain-né
wrong;” again .she. paused, and "alifiost
gasped for. breath ; her colour charged
rapidly from red to white, until the blood:
rushed into her face, covering her features'
with the ‘brightest 'vermillion ; and ‘she
added hastily; in an under tone, ““ I have:
promised,. Dunwoodie, when peace is re-
stored to- our country, to! become your
wife—give to my brotlier his liberty on
parole, and I will this day go with you to
the altar, follow you to the camp—and, in -
becbmintr a soldier’s bride, . learn to endure.
a soldier’s privations.” °
Dunwoodie seized. the hand which the
blushing maid had in her ardour extended
towards him, and pressed 1t ‘for a moment
to his bosom; then I'lblﬂ“‘ from his seat
paced the room in excessive afrltatlon ‘as-
he exclaimed— - : :
H3:
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“¢ Frances—say no more—I conjure you,
unless you wish to break my heart.”

» “You then reject” my. offered ;hand 2
said the maid, with an air of offended deli--
cacy, rising with dignity, though her pale”
cheek and qulvermg Tip:plainly showed the
conflicting passions within.; > * = -

L ReJect it "> eried her lover with enthu-
siasm ;- have: 1 not. sought it with._en-
treaties—with tears® Has it not been the,
goal of all .y earthly wishes? But to-
take it under such conditions would be to
dishonour us both. -Yet hope for better
things.: Henry mustbe acquitted—perhaps
not tried!’/ No intercession of mine-will
be wanting, you must well know ; and be-
lieve me; Frances, I am'nqtzwithout favour
with Washington,” 1 ¢l o, ’

«That very paper, that abuse of his con-
fidence, to which you alluded, will steel him
to my brother’s sufferings.” If threats or’
entreaties could move his stern sense ‘of jus-
tice, would'André have suffered 7’ said the:
maid despairingly,as she flew from the room

to conceal the violence of her emotions.
/ .
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Dunwoodie remained for a minute near-
ly stupified, with the distress of his mistress
and the pain of-his own feelings ; and then
followed, with a view to vindicate himself
and relieve herapprehensions.. On . enter-
ing the hall that divided the two parlours,’
he was met by a small ragged boy, who:
looked one moment at his dress ; and plac-
ing a piece of paper in his hands in silence,:
immediately vanished through the outer,
door of the building. iThe bewildered
state of his mind, and the suddenness of
the occurrence, gave'the Major barely,
time to observe: the?messénger to be a
country lad, meanly attired, .and that he,
held in'his hand one of .those toys which
are to, be bought. in cities, and which he
now apparently contemplated , with the
conscious pleasure of ;having fairly ,pur-
chased, by the. performance of ;the service
required.” The soldier turned his eyes- to
the subject of the:note.. It was_ written’
on a piece of torn and soiled .paper, and in_
a hand barely. legible; but," after-some

H 4
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little: labour;  he: was'able to make out as
follows (=<7 1T LT f -
¢ «The: rlg’lars are’ at hanﬂ horSe and

foot.” « . r ot Tsooaer o
‘ - Dunwoodie started and forwettmg every"
thing in the duties of 2 soldier] précipitate-
' ly-left-the house: While walking rapidly
towards' the” troops; he'noticed on a’ dis:
tant hill a vidette rldmg with speed several
pistols were fired in quick succession, and
the next instant the trumpets of the corps
rung in his ears with the'enlivening strain
of ““to aims.”” By the time he had' reach-
ed ‘the ground occupied by his squadroén,’
the Major saw that every man' was in active’
motion> Lawton 'was already in’his sad-
dle, eyeing the opposite extremity of the’
valley with the eagerness of. expectation,
and crying to the musicians, in tones but-
little lower than their' own=—

“ Sound away, my lads, arid let these
Englishmen’ know thé Virginia horse are
betweén’ theni and the end of their jour-
ney.”
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The wdettes and patroles novt came

" pouring in, each mak ing in succession his

hasty report to the cominanding officer,
who' gave . his orders coolly, and with a
promptltude that made obedience. certain.

Once only, ashe, wheeled his horsé to ride’

over the ground in front, did Dunwoodie )

trust himself’ with’ 4 look at the cottage,
and his heart beat with™ an’“unusual rapi-
dlty as he saw a female figure standing,
with' clasped hands, at a window of the
room in which' he had met Frances. The
distance was"too’ great to distin‘g‘uish her
features through theé intervening object ;

but the soldier could not doubt that it was
his mistress. The. paleness of his cheek
aud the languor of his eye enduied but for
a moment longer. As’he rode-towards the

intended battle ground a flush of ardour .

began to show itself on his sun-burnt fea-
tures; and his’ dlawoons who studied the
face of their,leader, as the best index to
their own fate, saw again the wonted flash-

ing of the éyes, and cheerful animation;’

.

which they had so often witnessed on the

H D
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eve of battle. - By the additions of the
v1dettes and parties that had been out, and.
which now had all joined, the whole num-
ber of the horse was increased. to near two,
‘hundred There was also a small body of
mounted men, whose ordmary duties were
those of O‘LIIdeS ‘but who, in cases of emer-
geucy, were embodled and did duty as
foot soldiers : these were dlsmounted and .
proceeded by the order of Dunwoodle to,
level the few fences which might inter fere
thh the intended movements of the caval-
"The neglect of husbandry, which had
been occasioned by the war, left this a
) comparatlvely casy task. Those long lines ,
of heavy ‘and durable. walls, which now
sweep thro oygh every part of the county,
forty years ago were unknown ‘The slight .
'md tottering " ‘fences of stone were then
used more to clear the land fox the pur-
poses of cultwatlon, than as permanent
bal riers in the divi 151ons of estates, and re-
qu1red the constant attentlon ‘of the hus-
bandman, to preserve them "against the
fury of the tempests and the frosts of wm~
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ter. Some few of them had been -built,
w1th more care 1mmed1ately around the
dwelllno' of Mr. Wharton ; but those whxch’,
had intersected the vale below were now
generally a plle of ruins, over which the
horses of the Virginians would bound with
the fleetness of the wind. Occasxonally a
short - line yet pxeserved its erect appear-
anee, but:as none of these crossed the,
ground on which 'Dunwoodie mtended to:
act, there remained only the shohtel fencea
of rails to be:thrown down. Then‘ duty
was hastlly, but effectually pelformed
and the guides withdrew to the post assign-
ed to them for the approachm«r fight.
Major Dunwoodie had received from
his scouts all the intelligence concerning
his foe, which wasnecessary ta enable him
to make his arrangements.- The bottom
of the valley was an even plain, that fell
with a slight inclination from the foot of
the hills on either side, to the level of a
natural meadow that wound through the .
country on the banks of a small stream,
by whose waters it was often inundated
H 6

-~
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and feitilized. "' This brook was easily
forded in- any part of its course’; and the
only impediment it offéred ‘to the move--
ménts of the horse, was i a place where
it changed its bed from‘the western to the-
eéastern side of the ‘valley, dnd' where its’
baiiks were more steep and difficult of ac-
Cess' than’ common; here the “highway
crossed it By“ a’ rough wooden" bridge, as
it'did again at a distance of half a- mlle
- above the Locusts. b e s
The hills on' the eastern side df the' valley
were abrupt“ and' fréquently obtruded
themselves in- rocky prominencies into its
bosom; ' lesséning the width to half its
usual dimensions. One“of these projec-
tions was but a short distance in"the rear of
the squadron of dragoons, and' Dunwoodie
directed Captain Lawton to withdraw, with
two troops. behind- its cover, The officer
obeyed with a’kind of 'surly reluctance,
that was] however, somewhat lesséned by
the anticipations of’ the ‘effect his sudden'
appearance would make on his '’ enemy
Dunwoodie ‘knew’ his ‘man, and hadse-

¢
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lected the Captam tolead this service; both
because he feared his precipitation in the

field, and knew, when needed, his support
would never fail ‘to’ appear. ; It was only

in front of the enemy that gaptain Lawton®
was .haéty_ ;-at all other times his discern-

ment and self-possession were consum-
mately preserved ; but he sometimes forgot
them in his eagérness to engage. On thé

left of the ground on which Dunwoodie-

intended to meet his foe was a close wood,

which' skirted that side of thé valley 'fc‘)r"

the distance' of a' mile. Into this, then,
the guides retired, and took their station
near its edge, in such a manner as would
enable them to maintain a scattéring, but
effectual fire, on'the advancmo' column of
the enemy. ’

It cannot be supposed that all these pre-
parations were made unheeded by the in-
mates of the cottage: on the:contrary,
every feeling which can agitate the human
breast, in witnessing such a scene, was
actively alive. Mr. Wharton alone saw no
hopes to himself in the termination of the

-
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conflict. - If the Brmsh should prevail, his.
son. would be -liberated ; but what would.
then be his own fate!. He had hitherto
preserved his neutral character in ‘the’
midst of trying circumstances. The fact.
of his having a son in the royal, orasit.
was called, the regular army, had very.
brought his estates to the hammer. No-
thing had obviated this result, but the.
powerful interest of the relation, who held-
a high political rank in the state, and his-
own vigilant prudence. . In his heart, he
was a devoted loyalist; and when-the
blushing Frances had communicated to
him the wishes of ber lover, on their re-
turn from the American camp the pre-
ceding spring, the consent he had- given,
for her future union with a rebel, was as
much extracted by the increasing necessity
which existed for his obtaining republican
‘shpport,' than by any considerations for.
the happiness of- his child. Should his son
" now be rescued, he would, in the public -
mind, be united with him as a plotter
against the freedom of the ‘states; and
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should he remain a captive, and undervo
the lmpendmo' trial, the consequences
might be still more dreadful. Much as he
loved his wealth, Mr. Wharton loved his
children better ; and he sat gazing on the
movements Without with a listless vacan-
cy in his countenance, that denoted his-
imbecility of character.

Far different were the feehnO's of his
son. Captain Wharton had been left in
the keeping of two dragoons ; one of whom
marched to and fro the piazza with a mea-
sured tread, and the other had been di-
rected to continue in the same apartment
with his prisoner. The young man had,
witnessed all the movements of Dunwoodie
with admiration, for the ability he had dis-,
played, and some fearful anticipations of
the consequences to his friends. He parti-
cularly disliked the ambush of the detach-
ment under Lawton, who could be dis-.
tinctly seen from the windows of the
cottage, cooling his impatience, by pacing’
on foot the ground in front of. his men.
Henry Wharton threw several ha,sty,an(L
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inquiring glances afound, to see if no
.means of liberation would offer, but in-
varlably found’ the eyes' of his sentinel
fixed o1 him with the Watchfulness of an
Arrrus He lonO‘ed with' theardour of youth,‘
to join in the glouous fray, 'but was com-
pélled to remain a dlsbatxshed spectator of
a scene in which lie would so cheerfully
have been an actor. Miss Peyton and Sarah
continued gazmw on'the preparatlons with
variéd emotlons in which concern for the
fate of the captam formed the most proml-
nent feeling, unul the moment the sheddmg'
of* blood seemed approachmg, when with’

the tlmxdlty of their sex, they soufrht the
retiremént of an inner room. Not so
Frances—she had retumed to the apart—
ment where shé had left Dunwoodlé and,

from’ one of its Wmdows been a deeply
mterested spectator of all hlS movements.

The wheelmgs of the troops ‘the deadly .
preparatlons ,had all been unnotlccd the

maid saw her lover only, and’ w1th
mm‘rled emotlons of admlratlon and dread
that nearly cliilled hér. At one rhoment.



161

the blood rushed to her heart; as she saw
the young warrior rldm(r gracefully, and?’
with admlrable ‘skill, through his’ ranks;;
evxdently glvmg life"'and- courage to all
whom he addressed and the next,”it* cur-
dled with 'the thought, that the very gal-
]antry she' so much valued, mlfrht soon’
prove the means of placing the’ grave be-'
tween her and the objecét of her regard
Frances gazed untll she could gaze no
longer T : :

In a field on the left of the cott'm'e, and
at a ehorf. dlstance in the rear of * the’
troops were & small _group; whosé occu-'
patlons seemed 'to differ from all around
them. ' Timey were in number only three,
being two men and 4 mulatto: boy. The
prn’lcxpal personaﬂ'e of this party was a
man, whose leanness made h1s really tall-
stature appear excesswe——he wore’ spec-
 tacles—was unarmed, had dlsmounted and
‘seemed to be- d1v1dmg his attentlon be-'
tween a segar, a book,: and ‘the incidents
of the field before hinr: 'To this’ party
Frances determined to convey a note,

{

)
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directed to Dunwoodie. She wrote - has-.
tily, with a pencil, *;Come to me, Peyton,

if it be :but:for a’ moment ;”. ,and Cesar
emerged  from.. the cellar. kltchen, takmtr.
the. precaution to go by.the rear of.the
building,'-to’ avoid the sentinel. on the
piazza;.who had very cavalierly ordered all
the family to remain housed., i The black
delivered. the note to the gentleman, .with
a request it might be forwarded.to Major
Dunwoodie. It was the surgeon of .the
horse to whom Ceesar addressed -himself ;

and the teeth of the African chattéred, as
hesaw displayed upon the ground the seve-
ral instruments which were in preparation
for the anticipated operatlons The doc-
tor himself seemed to view the arrange--
"ment with great satisfaction, as-he de-
liberately raised his eyes frorp his book to
order the boy to convey the note to his
commanding officer, and then dropping
. them on the page, continued his occu-
pdtlon .Cesar was slowly, retiring, as the
third personage, who by his dress might_
be an inferior assistant of the surgical
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department, coolly inquired “if he would
have a leg taken:off.”. This question.
seemed to remind the black of the exist-
ence of those limbs, for he:made such use
of them as to reach the piazza at the same
instant: that'Major Dunwoodie rode, up at
half speed. . The brawny sentinel squared
himself, -and poised :his. sword with mili-
tary precision, as he.stood on:his post.
while his officer passed ; but no sooner had.
the door closed, than, turning to the ne-
gro, he said, with great deliberation— -

« Harkee, blackey, if you quit the house.
again without my. knowledge, I will shave
off one of those ebony ears with this razor.”.

Thus assailed in another member, Ceesar *
hastily retreated into his-kitchen; mutter-.
ing something, in which the words ** Skin-
ner;-and rebel rascal,” formed a principal”
part of his speech. . . ., . -

¢ Major Dunwoodie,” said Frances to
her-lover as he entered, “I may have.
done you injustice—if I-have appeared
harsh”— - T

s
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" The emotlons of the agitated girl: pre-
vailed, and shé burst into tears.’. :
-« Prances)” -¢iied. the soldier with
wainith,~  you are never harsh—never
tin_]ust—but when you doubt my love.”

«« Ah!’ Dunwoodlé,” added the now sob-
bing miaid; ‘you aré'about to risk your
life in battle~~remember that there is one
-heart whose happmess is built on your
safety—-braVe 1 know you are—be pru-
dent”—

“ For your sake ?” 1nqu1red the dehght-
ed youth. :

“ For my sake,” replied Frances, in
a voicé barely audible, and dropping on
his bosom. :

" Dunwoodie folded her to his heart, and
" was about to' spéak, as a trumpet sounded
in thé southern end of the vale. Imprint-
ing one long kiss of affection on- her un-
r’emstmtr lips, the soldier tore himself from
hiis mistress, and hastened to the scene ‘of
strife.

Frances threw herself on a sofa;, buried:
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her head under its cushion, and, with
her shawl drawn over her face, to ex-
clude as much of sound as possible, con-
tinued there until the shouts of the com-
batdnts the thundering of the fire-arms,
and the rattling -tread: of the horses had
ceased o .

iy



CHAPTER VL

In peace, there’s nothing so becomes a man,

As modest stillness, and humility ; ¢

But when the blast of war blows in our éars,

Then imitate the action of the tiger;

Stiffen the sinews, summon up the blood,

Disguite fair nature with hard-favoured rage ;—

I see you stand, like greyhounds in the slips,
Straining upon the start. The game’s afoot ;
Follow your spirit. And upon this charge

Cry— ; Shakespeare.

Tue rough and unimproved face of the
‘country, the frequency of covers, together
~ with the great distance from their own
country, and the facilities afforded them
for rapid movements to the different points
of the war, by the undisputed command
of the ocean, had all united to deter the
English officers from employing a heavy
force in cavalry, in their efforts to subdue
the revolted colonies. '
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Ouly one regiment of regular horse was
sent from the mother country during the
struggle. But legions and independent
corps were fmmed in different places, as
it best accorded with the views of the
royal commanders, or suited the exigen-
cies of the times. These were not un-
frequently composed of men raised in the '
colonies,” and at other times “drafts were
had from the 1e<r1ments of the line, and
the soldier was made to lay aside the mus-
quet and bayonet, and taught to wield
the sabre and carabine. One particular
body of the subsidiary -troops were in-
cluded in, this arrangement and the Hes-
sian yagers were transformed into a corps
of heavy and inactive horse. IR
.- Opposed to them were the hardjest spi-
' rits- of America. * Most of the cavalry re-
giments of -the continental army were led
and officered by gentlemen from the south.
The high and haughty courage of the
commanders had communicated itself to
the privates, who were men selected with

:
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care and attention to the service they were
mtended to perform. -

Whlle the British were conﬁned to theu
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