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v FREFACE-

We would openly and loudiy condemn the
maudlin patrictism Lhat is sensitive about the
honour of cats nod dog; 1bat fancies it ne~
tionelity to extol inferior things merely be-
cnuse they happen to be our own; that sets
up the extravaganl doctring, [one so Dew in
the arnals of literature as to find ita only
apelogy in the poor explanation of o miserakle
provincialism,) that vice, folly, wulgarity and
ignotence should ot be rebuked because they
happen ta be American vice, folly, vulgarity,
and ignorance—the bent pomible remson why
they ought te be rebuked by all American
pens; and which reverses the liberality of
Domitian, who tolerated even Juvenal while
he counfined himself to satire on the public at
large, and banished him from Rame ooly when
he descended to privere calumny.  The ides,
tooy that works of fiction mwust be written
solely in reference 1o the country of one's
birth, is another provineial prejudice, that

eould mot exist in a nation of confirmed cha-
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rcter and enlsrged views; for which we eo-

tertain as little reverence as for the indiscri-

Jarl, Y

Just i :

minate properly
but cur own feelings may fnirly be adduced
= w motive for doing that which, efier all,
must, more or less, depend on & writets
personul inclivatione  We had a wish to ut-

wempt Lhese pi » und the disponition is a
tolerably safe guide in watters of the ime-
gination.

Nevertheless, the American who would fain
woite about feets, must be contenl to desert
the flag. An American fleet Dever Yet assem-
bled.  The republic p the ial

swch & phb but has

F

for

ever seemed to be wenting in the willl A
wrange and dengerous reluctsnce to creste
wen the military rank that is indispensable
to the exercise of & due wuthorily over such
4 force, han existed in the councils of the
state; and had the name of this work been
“The One Admiral,” instead of %The Two
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beg the gentlemen comnecied with thepe iwo
grenl publishing bouess not 4o be backward or

1 on the jon, but o
freely whatever Lhey iy happen to know, to
all applicants

We hope the reader will do uw Lhe justice to
regard * Tae T'wo Apuikils™ wa & g0 2lory,
and not as & fove stary.  Our Admizals are our
heroes; and an there wre 1wo of them, thase
who are particularly fastidious on such subjects,
are quite weleome o ierm one the hercine, if
they sce it We entertain no niggardly love
of exclusion on Lliis head, and leave the selection
entirely to themselves.

With these brief explanetions, we launch our
flects, commilting them 1o the winds and waves
of public opinion, which wre nat unfrequently
as bolnteroua and adverse a3 thowe of the ocean,

und imes quite as

Krw Yorr, Mancn, 1842,
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CHAPTER L

“ Then, if be wepe my broter's,
My brother might not cleim bi ; por yoor father,
Being none of his, refuse bim : This concludes—
My methers pon Sid get your fathery beir;
Your father's beir must have yoor falher's land."”
King Jon.

THE events we are about 1o relate occurred
vear the middle of the last century, previously
even to that sruggle which ir is the fashion
of America to call “ihe old French War”
The opening scene of cur tale, however, must
be sought in the other hemisphere, and on
the coast of the mother countrs. In Lhe
middle of the eighteenth century, the American
colemies were models of loyalty ; the very war,
@ which allusion has juat been made, cavsing

oL, b »



2 THE TWO ADMIRALS.

the great expenditure that indueed the min-
isiry to hawe recourse to the system of taa-
tien, which terminated in the Revolution. The
family quarrel hed not yet commeoced. In-
tensely occupied with the conflict, which ter-

j not more gloriously for the British
arme, than advantagecuely for the British
Aumerican possessions, the inhabitants of the

provinces were perhaps uever better disposed
to the metropaliten state, than at the very
period of which we are about ta write.  All
their early predilections seemed to be gaining
strength, instead of beconnng weaker; and,
4t in nature, the calm s known te succeed
the Lempest, the blind attachment of the colony
to the parent country, was but a precursor
of the alienation and viclent disuuion that were
sa son to follow.

Although the superiority of the English
seaman wne well established, in the conflicts
that taok place between the year 1740 and
that of 1763, the naval warfare of the period
by no means possessed the very decided cha-
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eacter with which it became stamped, & quarter
of & century ister. In our own times, the
British marine appears to have improved in
quality, as jte enemics’ deterforated- In the
year 1812, howeser, * Greek met Greek," when,
of a vority, came %the tug of war” The
great change thet came over the other navies
of Hurope, wes metely a consequence of the
revalutions, which drove experieneed men inta
exile, and which, by rendering armics all-
important even to the existence of the dilferent
states, threw nautical enterprises jate the shade,
wd gave an engrossing direction to cournge
and talent, i snother quarter.  While France
was struggliog, firet for indepeodence, and
next for the mastery of the Continent, a marine
was a pecondary object: for Vicnna, Berlin,
tod Morcow, were as easily eotered without
s with its aid. To these, and other gimilar
whuses, must be referred the explanation of
the seeming {nvincibility of the English arms at
way during the late preat conflicts of Eurcpe ;
w ineincibility that was more apparent than
L3
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real, hewever, a3 many well established defeats
werg, even then, intensingled with her thou-
sand victortes,

¥rom the time when her numbers could
fumnish succour of this natlure, down to the
day of separation, America had her full share
in the expleits of the Koglish marine. The
gentry of the colonies willingly placed their
st in the Royal Navy, and wany a bit of
square bunting has been flying 8t the royal-
mast-hrads of King's ships, in the nineteenth
cenlury, 18 the distinguishing syinbels of feg-
officers, wlio had to leok for rheir birth-places
among ourseleea,  ITn the course of a chequer-
ed life, it which we have been brought in
collislon with an great a diversity of rank,
professions, and characters, as often falls to
the lot of any one individoal, we have been
threwn into contact with ne less than eight
Ebglish admirals, of American birth; while,
it has never yet been our goed fortune to meet
with o countrymon, who has had this rank
bestowed oo him by his owa Government. On
one occesion, en Mnglishman who had filled
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the higheat civil office connectad with the ma
rice of his nation, observed to ua that the
‘only man he then knew, in the British Wavy,
ie whom he should feel an entite confidence
in intrusling an imporiant command, was one
of these translated adminls; and the though
unavoidably passed through our mind, that
this favourite communder had done well in

adhering to the conventional, instesd of <ling-
iog to his satum! allegiance, inasmuch 85 he
might have wiled for half & century, in the
wrvice of his native land, and been rewarded
with & rank thet would mercly put him on =
level with a eclanel in the ermy | How much
longer thin short-sighted policy, and grievous
igjustios, sre to cuntinue, no man cao sy ;
but it is eafe to believe, that it is to last until
wme legislator of influence learn the simple
truth, that the fancied reluctance of popular
copstituencies to do right, ofiener exists in the

pprehensions of their rep tiven, than in
reality.—But to aur tale.

¥ongland enjays a widewpread reputatian for

her fugre 3 bt litle do they know how much a
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fog may add to natural ecenery, who never wit-
nexsed ita magical effects, gs it has caused a
beautiful landscape o eoquet with the eye,
in playful and capricious changes Our open-
ing scene la in one of these much devided foge;
though, lst it always be remembered, it was 2
fog of June, and not of Nevewber. O a high
head-land of the coast of Devonshire, stood a
little station-houss, which hod been erccted
with a view to communicate, by signals, with
the ahipping, that eometimes ny at anchor in
an adjacent roadstead. A litite inland was a
village, ar hamlet, that it suits our purpases
o eall Wychecombe; and at no great distance
from Lhe hamler jtself, surtounded by a wmall
park, stood & house of the age of Henry V11,
which was the abode of Sir Wycherly Wyche-
combe, & baronet of the creation of King James
I, and the possessor of an improvable estate of
some three or four thousand a year, which had
Leen transmitted 1o him, throwgh g line of an-
cealors, that sscended an far back as the time
af the Plantagenets. Neither Wychecombe,
nor the head-land, oor the anchmagc,.wu a
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place of note; for much lurger and more fa-
woured hamlets, villzges, and wowns, lay scat-
tered about that fine porlion of Ebglund:
much better radsteads and bays could gene-
rlly be used by the coming or the parting ves-
=l; snd far more important aigoal - stations
were 10 be wmet with all along that coast.
Nevertheless, the readsiead was entered wheo
alta or adverse winds rendered it expedient;
the hamlet had its conveniences, and, like most
Eoglich hamlets, its beauties; and Lthe hall and
park were not without their claies to state and
rural magmificence, A cenury since, whatever
the table of precedency or Blackawone may sy,
an English baronet, particularly cme of the
date of 1611, was n much greater personage
than he is to-day; and sn estate of $000L a
year, more eapreially if nov cack-rented, was of
a0 cxtent, aod necessarily of a local conse-
quence, equal to one of near, ot quite three
Gmes the same amount in our ewn day.  Sir
Wycherly, however, enjoyed an advantage that
was of still greater importance, and which was
more common 1a 1745 than at Lthe present mo-
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ment.  He had no rival within fifteen miles of
him; and the mearest potentate was a noble-
man of a rank and foriuoe that put all compe-
titien cut of the question; one who dwelt in
courts, the favourite of kings; leaving the
Laronet, as it might be, in undisturbed enjoy-
ment of all the local howage  Sir Wycherly
had once wen a weraber of Parliament, and
only once,  ¥n his youth, he had been a fox-
hunter; and a small property in Yorkshire
had long been in the family, a8 & sort of foot.
hold on such enjoyments; Lul having broken
a leg in ane of hia leaps, he had taken refuge
against eanui, by sitting a single seasion in the
House of as the ber of a b gh
ibat lay adjacent ta hia hunting-lox. This
session sufficed for his whole life;, the good
bargoet having taken ihe matter wo literally,
s to mmke it a point to be present at all the
sittings; a sart of ey on his tinee, which, as it
came wholly unaccompanied by profit, was very
likely soon to tire out the patience of an old

fox-hunter,  After resigning his seat, he ze-
tired altagether to Wychecombe, where he had
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passed the last fifty years, extolling Englacd,
and mest especially that part of it in which his
owp estalen lay; abasing the French, with oc-
casional Tanuendoes againat Spain and Holland ;
awd in eating and drinkiog.  He bad never
travelled ; for though Englishmen of hia sta.
tieo often did visit the Comioent a century agw,
they oftener did nat.  Jt was the courtly and
the noble whe then chiefly tock this means of
improving ther minds and wanmers; a class tw
which a baronet by no mewns belonged, er
afficio. To conclude, Sir Wycherly was now
dighty-four ; hale, hearty, and u bachelor. He
bad been born the oldest of five brothers; the
cadets vaking refuge, as usual, in the inns of
eourt, the chureh, the anny, and the navy, and
precisely in the order named.  The lawyer hud
artunlly risen to he & judge, by the style end
ipyellation of Baran \Wycherombe; had three
iliegitimate children by ke housckeeper, and
dicd, leaving to the cldest thereof all his pro-
fessionel curnings, after buying commissions for
the two younger in the army. The divine
broke his neck, while yet a curate, in & fox-

B
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hant; dying unmarried, and, so far as is gene-
rally knawno, childless. This was Sir Wycher-
1y's favourite brother, wha he was accustomed
to say ¥ loat his life in selling an example of
field sporta ta his parishioners.” The soldier
was fairly killed in battle before he was twenty;
and the name of the sailor suddenly disappeared
from the list of his majesty’s lirutenants about
half & century before the time when our tale
openy, by shipwreck. Hetween the sailor and
the hewd of the family, hawever, there had been
oo grest sympathy, in consequence; ws it was
rumoured, of » certain beauty's preference for
the latter, thaugh this preference produced no
auites, insasnuch a8 the lady died n maid.  Mr.
Giregory Wychecombe, the lieutensnt in ques-
tion, was what ie termed a * wild boy;™ and jt
wae the geveral impression, when his parents
sent him to ses, that the ocean would mow
meet with its match. The hapes of the family
centred in the judpr, after the death of the
cuvate; and it was a great cause of regret to
thase who took an interest in ita perpetuity and
renown, that this dignitary did nat marry, since



THE TWO ADMIRALS. 11

the prematare death of all the other swas had
left the hall, park, and goodly farms without
any koewn legal heir.  Xo » word, this branch
of the family of Wycbecombe would be extinct
when Sir Wycherly died, and the entail becoms
useless.  Not a female inheritor even, or 4 male
igheritor through females, could be traced; and
it had become imperative on Sir Wycherly to
make s will, fest the property should go of;
the Lord koew where; or what wam worse, it
ahould escheat. Tt is true, Tom Wychecombe,
the judge’s eldest son, often gave dack hints
about a secret, and A timely martinge beiween
hia parenis, u fart that would have superseded
the oecessily for all deviees, as the property
way strictly tied up, w0 far as the lineal descend.
anls of & certain ofd Sir Wycherly were con-
ceroed ; but the present Sir Wycherly had seen
hiy brother i his loat illness, on which ocezsion
the fellowing conversation had waken place.

“ And now, brother Thomas,” said the ba-
ronet, in & friendly and comscling manacr,
“having, a& one may say, prepared your
wul for heaven, by these prayers and admis.
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sions of your sins, & word may be prudendy
said, eoncerning the affairs of this warld. You
know [ am childless—that is to say,—"

“7 wnderstand you, Wycherly,” interrupted
the dying man; ** you're a backefor”

" That's it, Thomas: and bachelors sught
not to have children. Had our poor brather
James cscaped that mishep, he might heve
been sitting at your bed-side, at this mowment,
and Ae could have told ws all ghout it. St
James, [ psed w csll him, and well did he
deserve the name.™

81, James the least, then, it must have
been, Wyeheely.”

“I1t*% a doadful thing to have no heir,
Thomas. Did vou cver know a case fn your
practice, in which another rstate was left so
completely withour an heir aa this of oura 2™

1t does not often bappen, brother; heirs
are wavally more abundaot than catates.”

“8g I thought. Will the king get the
title, as well as the vstale, brother, if it showld
eseheat, a8 you call it 2"
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“Being the fountain of honour, he will be
rather indifferent about the baronciey.”

“T ehould care less, if it wenl to the next
svereign, who is English bomn.  Wychecombe
bas always belonged to Englishmen.”

*That it has: and ever will, T trust. You
heve only 10 select ao heir, when [ am gone,
ad, by making a will with proper derises,
the property will oot escheat. Be cureful to
use the full terma of perpetuity.”

“ Everything was so comfortable, brother,
while you were in health,” said Sir Wycherly,
fidgetting s “ you were my natural heir—"

# Hetr ol entail,* intervupled the judge.

4 Well, well, feir, at all events; and ¢hat
was 2 prodigious comfort to & man like my-
salf, who has & sort of religious scruple abuout
making a will. [ have heand i1 whispered
that you were actually married to Martha,
in which case, Tom might drop into our shovs,
so readily, without any racre signing and seal-
ing-

“ A fifivs wulfins,” returned the ather, too
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conpcientious to lend himself to o deeeption
of that nature.

* Why, brother, Tom oficn scems te me to
favour such an idea, hirasclf.”

“ Ko wonder, Wyeherly, for the idea would
greatly favour him. Tom, and his brathers,
are all f#i nuiforam, God forgive me, for that
same wrong.”

41 wonder peither Charles, not Gregory,
thaught of marrging, before they loat their
lives for their king end country,” put in Sir
Wycherly, in on upbradding tone, as if he
thaught his penniless brethren had done him
an injury, in neglecting te supply him with
an heir, though he had bren se forgerful him-
wlf, of the same great dury.  ©1 did thisk
of bringing in & Lill for prowiding heirs for
unroarried persons, without the trouble and
respamsibility of making willa”

“That would have been a great improve-
ment on the law of descenta;—I hepe you
wouldn't have overlooked the ancestora”

“Not 15 everybody would have got his
rights.  They tell me poor Charles never
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spoke after he war shot; but I dare way, did
we know the truth, he regretted sincerely that
be never married,”

“ There, for once, Wycherly, I think you
are likely to be wrong. A frmme sole without
fod, is rather a helpless sort of a person.”

“Well, well, 1 wish he hal marded.  What
would it have been ta me, had he Jeft a dozen
widowa,”

e migl:t have raised some awhward ques
tions as to dowry; and if each lefi & son, the
ttle and estates would have been worse off
than they are at prescat, withow widows, or
legitimete children.”

“ Angthing would be Letter than havwing
ne heir. T believe ['m the first barower of
Wychecombe, who has been obliged to make
awill I?

“ Quile likely,™ returped the brother, drily;
* 1 remember to have gat nothing from the last
ane, in that way. Charles and Gregory fared
oo better.  Never mind, Wycherly, you be-
haved like a father to us all.”

“ 1 doo't mind signing cheques, in the least ;
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but the wills have an irreligions appearznce,
in my eyes. There are & good many Wyche—
combia fo England : T wonder some of them
are not of our family t* They tell me & huo-
deedth eousin is just a5 good an beir, a9 2 fimt-
born son”

% Failing negrer of kin. But we have no
hundreth cousing of the whofe dlood™

“ There are the Wychecombes of Surrey,
bruther Thomas—i"

“ Descended lrom & bastard of the second
baronet, and out of the line of descent, nl-
together.”

“But the Wych tes of Hertfordshi

I have atways heard were of our family, and

legitimate”

# True, as regards matrimony— rather too
much of it, by the way. They branched off
in 1487, long befure the creativn, and have
nuthing to do with the entail; the firsc of their
line coming frem old Sir Michael Wyche
combe, Kt. and Sheriff of Devonahire, by his
second wife Margery; while we are derived
{rotn the same male arcestor, through Wy-
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cherly, the enly san by Joan, the first wife.
Wicherly, and Michacl, the son of Michsel
aod Blorgery, wete of the helfiblood, as re-
spects ench other, znd eould net be heirs of
bood. Whal was true of the ancestors, ia
true of the descendanta™ .

“But we ¢come of the same ancestor, and
the estate is far older than 14877

“ Quite tzue, brother; nevertheless, the half.
blood ean't take; so says the perfection of
human reason.”

“1 never could understand these niceties of
e law,” said Sir Wycherly, sighing: * but
[ suppose they are ell right.  There are wo
many Wychecombes seattercd about England,
that T should think some one amung them all
might be my heir.”

“Every man of them bears a bar in his
arms, or is of the half-bload.™

“You are quite sure, brother, thal Tom iz
& filtus wellua 2™ for the baronet had forgotten
most of the little Latin he ever knew, aod
translzted, thin Jegal phrase inta “ no son.”

 Fitius nulliug, 8ir Wycherly, the son of
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nobody ; your reading would literally make
Tam, noboby; whereas, he is only the son of
nobedy.,”

+ Dut, brather, he fs your son, and as like
you as two hounds of the same lreer!

“I am swifss, in Lthe eye of the law, as
cegrardn poor Toam i who, uniil he martics, and
has children of his own, is altagether without
legal kindred, Nor do I know that legitimacy
would make Tom any better: for he ia pre-
suming amd cenhident encugh for the heir ap-
parent Lo the throne, as it is"

" Well, there " this young sailor, who has
been so much Bt the station lately, sines he
was left ashore for the cute of his woundw.
“Tis & most gallant lad: and the Firet Lord
has sent bim & commission as & reward for his
good conduet, in cutting eut the Frenchman.
Tlock upon him as a eredit to the name ; and
I make no question he is some way or other,
of our family.*

“ Dhoea hie claim to be se 7™ asked the judge,
a litlle quickly ; for he distrusted men in ge-
neral, and thought, from all he had heard,
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that some sitempt might bave been mxde to
practise on bis brothers simplicity. * I thought
you ld me that he came from the Ametican
colames ?™

“5a he does; he s a native of Virginia,
as was his father before him."”

“ A covvict, perbapr; or a servant, quite
likely, who has found the name of his former
master tmore to his liking than his own,  Buch
things are eommon, they tell me, beyond
"

“ Yes, if he were anything bul an American
1 might wish he were my heir,” returned Sir
Wrycherly, in & melancholy Lones “ hut it
would be worse than tolet the lands escheat,
a3 you call it, to place an American in pos-
syion of Wychecombe, The manors have
abways had English owners, down 1o the pre-
rent momenl, thank God ™

* Should they hareany other, it will beé your
own fault, Wycherly. When 1 am dead, and
that will happen ere many weeks, the human
being will mot be living who can teke that
property after your demise, in any other mam-
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ner than by escheat, or by deviee,. There
will be then neither heir of eotail, nor heir
at law; 2nd you may make whom you please,
master of Wychecombe, provided he be not an
alien.™

Mot an Ameticen, 1 suppase, brother ; an
American i3 an alien, of coprse.™

“ Humph | —why, not in law, whatever he
may be according to our English notione.
Hark', brother Wycherly ; £7ve never ashed
you, or wished you te Jeave the estate to Tom,
or his younger Lrathers; for one aod all are
AdiE aufforim—as | term ‘e, though my bro-
ther Record will have iy, i oughn to be fifii
nulitug, a8 well as flins suffivs. Let that be
a8 it may, no bastard should lord it ar
Wycheeombe, and, rather than the king
should get the lunds, ta bestow an some fa.
vourite, | would give it to the half-blood.

“Can that be done without mekiog s will,
Urother Thowmeaa 2"

1t eannot, Sir Wycherly ; nor with a will,
80 long as an heir of entail can be fpund.”
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“1a there no way of making Tom a fifins
somebody, so thet fe can succeed

“ Not under our laws, By the civil law,
such a thing might have been done, nnd by the
Scoteh Jaw; but not under the perfestion of
Tensan,”

“1 wish you knew this young Virginian!
The lad bears bath of my names, “'ycherly

Wychecombe.”

“He is not a fifins Wycherly —1is he, ba-
ronet,

* Fie upon thee, brother Thomas! Do you
think [ have less candour than thyeell, that
[ would not acknowledge my own fesh and
blaod, 1 never maw the youngster until within
the Jast six months, when he wat landred from
the road 1, and b ht 1w Wyek b

1> be cured of hin wounds; nor ever heard
of him before.  When they told me his name
way Wycherly Wychecombe, 1 could do wo
lesa than enli and see him. The poor fellow
lag nt denth’s door for & fortaight ; and i was
white we had little or no hope of saving him,
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that { got the few family arccdotes from him.
Now, that would be good evidence in lew, T
believe, Thomas.”

** For certain things, had the lad reelly died.
Surciving, he must be heard on his soire dire,
and under oath. But what was hig tale

¢ A wery short one. Ie told me hig father was
& Wycherly Wychecombe, and that his grand-
father had een a Virgima planter. This was
all he ecemed to know of his ancestry.”

“ And probably all there was of them. By
Tom is ot the only filiuy sfiiuy that has been
among us, and this grendfather, if he has not
actually etolen the name, bas got it by these
doubtful means. As for the Wrycherly, it
ahould pass for nathing. Lesrning that there
ian line of beronets of this aame, every pre-
tender to the family wauld be apt ta call a son
Wycherly.”

“ The ling will shortly be ended, brother,”
returned Sie Wycherly, sighing. “ 1 wish
you might be mistzhen, and, after wil, Toem
shauldr’t prove to be that fiifus you call him."

Mr. Baron Wycheeombe, a3 wuch from e
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prit de corps as from moral principle, wes a
man of strict integrity in al! things 1hat reluted
w seew wnd fewm,  Ele was particulazly rigid
in bis potions concerning the tranwmision of
real estate, and the righte of primogeniture.
The world had taken little interest in the pri-
vate history of a lawyer, and his sone having
beent born before his elevation to the bench, he
passed with the public for & widower, with 2
family of prowising boys.  Nol ooe in & hun-
dred of his acqued =vEN, ): I the
fact ; end notbing would have been ensier for

himn than to have imposed oo his brother, by
inducing him to make a will under some legal
myrstilication or ather, and to havs caused Tom
Wrchecombe to succeed to the properly in
question by an indisputable title.  There would
have been oo great difficulty even in his son's
assunning &nd msinraining his right to the ba-
sonetey, inarmuch as there would be no compe-
titor, and the crown officers were not particu-
larly rigid in inquiring inta the claime of thote
who stsured a Litle that brought with it ne
. pelitical priwileger  Still be wan far from in-
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dulging in any auch project. To hin it ap-
peared that the W ychecombe eatate ought 1o
go with the principles that usually governed
such mattera) and, although he submitied to
the divtum of the common law, a3 regarded the
prrevision which excluded the half-blood from
inlieriting, witl the deference of an English
commen-law lawyer, he saw and felt that, fuil-
iog the direct line, W ychecombe ought to re
verl to the descendants of Sir Maichel by his
second son, for the plain reason that Uiy were
just a3 much derived from the person who had
acquired the estate, as his brother Wycherly
and himself, Hsd therc been descendants of
females even, to interforr, no such opinion
would have exisicd; bul, as between mn ea
cheat, or & devise in favour of & fltus anffins,
or of the descendant of & ffiws sinifivs, the half-
blovd possessed every possible wdvantage, In
hia legad eyes legitimacy waa everything, al-
though he had not hesitated 10 be the means of
bringing into the world seven illegitimate chil-
drew, that being the precise number Martha
had the credit of havimg Lorne him, though
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three goly survived. After reflecling o mo-
meut, therefore, he turncd to the baronct, and

ddressed him more seriously than he had yet
done in the preseat dialogue; finl laking a
draught of cordial to give him strength for the
oerasion.

 Listen to me, brother Wycherly,” said the
Judge, with a gravity that at once caught the

atteation of the other ;% You know something
of the family history, and I need do ne more
than allude o it Qur anceston were the
knightly possessors of Wychecombe centuries
befare King Jamen established the rank of ba-
ronet,  When our great-grandfather, Sir Wy
cherly, accepted the patent of 1611, he scarcely
did himself honour; for, by aspiring higher, he
might have got & peerage. However, & baro-
net he becarne, apd for the first time ainee

Wiych Be was Wyl be, the eatate wus
entuiled, W de eredit 1o the new rank. Now,
the first Bir Wycherly had three sons, and no
daughter. Each of these sons succeeded ; the
two eldest as bachelors, and the youngeat was
our grandfather, Sir Thomas, the fourth ba-

ToL 1. 4
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ronel, left an only child, Wycherly, our father.
Sir Wycherly, our father, had five sons, Wy«
cherly his successor, yourself, ond the sixth
baronet ; myself, James, Charles, and Gregory.
James broke his neck at your side. The two
last lost their lives in the king’s serviee, unmar-
ried i and neither you nor | have entered into
the hely state of matrimany. ! cannot survive
a month, and the hopes of perpetuating the di-
rect hine of the family rest with yoursclf. This
aceoupts for all the descendants of Sir Wy-
cherly, the first baronet ; and it also settles the
guestion of heirs of cntail, of whom there are
none after myselfl, To go back beyond the
ume of King James I. :—Twice did the elder
linea of the Wychecombes fiail, between the
reign of King Richard 11 and King Henry
Vi1, whea Bir Michael scgeceded. Naw, in
cach of theee cases, the Jaw disposed af the suc-
cessian ; the youngest branches of the family,
in both instances, getting the estate. It fol-
laws that, agreeably to legal decisions had st
the time, when the facts must heve been known,
that the Wychecombes were reduced to these
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youager lines- Sir Michael had two wives:
from the first we nre derived—from the last,
the Wychecombes of Hertfordshi

known as baronets of that county, by the style
and tile of Sir Reginald Wychecombe of
Wrchecombe-Regis, Herts.™

“The present Sir Reginald tan have ne
claim, being of the half-blood,” put in Sir
Wycherly, with n brevity of manger thar de-
noted feeling.  * The half-blood is as bad an
a sutfivs, ae you call Tom.”

" Not quite. A person of the half-blood ia
as legitimate as the king's rmmjesty ; whereas,
@ naffiv is of #o blood. Now, suppose for
a moment, Sir Wycherly, thet you had Been
& son by & first wife, and I had been a son by
a recond, would there have been no relationship
between usi™

“%What & question, Tom, to put te your
own brother !™

" But I should not be your swn brother,
ty good sir, only vour half brother; of the
Aglf, and not of the whofe blood.”

“1What of that?—what of that ? Your

o2



28 THE TWO ADMIRALS.

father would have been my father,—we would
have had the eame name, —the same family
history, — the sume family fesfings, — poh!
poh | — we should have been both Wyche-
comnbes, exactly as we are to-day.”

“Quite true, and 5ot I could not have been
your heir, nor you mine. The estate would
escheat to the king, Hanoverian or Scotch-
man, before it came to we, Indeed, to me
it eotld never come.™

“Thomss, you are trifling with my igne-
rance, and making malters worse than they
really are. Certainly, as long ms you lived,
you wonld be my heir.”

“Very true, ms to the tweoly theusand
pounds in the funds, but nut as to the ba-
ronetcy and Wychecombe, S0 far ae the two
Iast are concorned, T am heit of blowd, and
of entail, of the body of Sir Wycherly WWyche-
combe, the first barooet, and the maker of the
entpil.”

v Hal there been ne eotail, and had I died
a child, who would have succceded our father,
mapposing there bad been two mothers P
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41, 8% the next surviving son.”

“There ! T knew it must be so!™ ex-
claimed Sir Wycherly, in triumph: ' and
all this time you have been joking with me”

“ Mot 80 fust, brother of mine—not so fast.
1 should be of the whole blood, as respected
our father, and a2l the Wychecombes that have
gane before him: but of the Aalf-blood, ws
respected yow.  From our father I might have
taken, us hin heir-at-law i but from you, never,
baving been of the half-blood.™

“1 wauld have made a will, in thal rase,
Thotes, and left you every furthing,” said
&ir Wycherly, with fecling.

**That is just what I wish you to do with
Sir Reginald Wychrcombe, You must take
him & filivs nulfivs, in the person of my son
Tom; & stranger ; ar let the property escheat ;
for we are s peculiarly placed us not to have
a kogwn relative, by either the male or femnle
lines, the materon) ancestors being just as
barren of heira s the paternal. Our good
mather was the natural daughter of the third
Karl of Pralfe; our grandmother was the
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last of her race, 80 far as human ken can
digcover ; our great-grandmother ia sald to
have had semi-royal blood fo her veins, with.
out the aid of the ehurch, and beyond that
it would e hopeless to sltewpt trecing con-
sanguinity on that side of the house. Noy,
Wycherly; it is Sir Reginald who has the
best right to the land; Tom, or coe of his
liothers; an ulter stranger; or his majesty,
follow. Remember that estates of four thoy-
snd pounds a-year don't ofien escheat, now-
a-days"

“If you’ll draw up o will, brother, I
leave it all to Tom,” eried the baronct, with
sudden evergy.  “ Nothiog need be naid about
the reuflive; and, when I'm gone, hell step
quistly into my place.”

Mature triumphed & moment in the bosom
of the father; but habit, and the stern sense
of right, soon overceme the feeling. Ferhape
cerlain doubts, and a knowledge of bis son's
real character, contributed their share tawards
the reply-

“TIt ought not 1e be, Bir Wycherly," re-
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turoed the judge, musing. “Tom has ne
right to Wych be, wnd Sir Reginald has
the best moral right possible, though the law
cuts him off  Had Sir Michsel made the en-
tail, insteat of cur grest-grandfather, he would

beve tome in, e & matter of course.”

I pever liked Sir Regivald W ychecombe,”
said the barooet, stubbarely.

% What of that —He wil not trouble you
while living, and when dead it will be all the
same. (ome, come, I will draw the =ill my-
self, leaving blanks for the name; apd when
it ir once dome, you will =sgo it cheerfully.
It is the last legal act I ghall ever perform,
and it will be a suitable one, death being con-
stantly before me.”

Fhie toded the dinlogue. The will was
drawn according Lo promise; Sir Wycherly
ook I to his reom to read, carefully inserted
the name of Tom Wychecombe in all the
blank spaces, brought it back, duly executed
the inatrument in his brothers presence, and
then gave the paper to hin nephew o preserve,
with a atrong njunction on him 1o keep the
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secret, untit the instrument should have force
by his cwn death. Mr. Baron Wychecombe
died in six weeka, and the Laromet Teturned
ta bis residence, a sincere mourner for the loss
of an only brother. A more unfortunate selec-
tion of an heir could nol have been made,
as Tom Wycheeombe was, in reality, the son
of a barrister in the Temple; the fancied like-
nesa to the reputed father existing only in the
imagination of his credulous uncle.
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CHAPTER 11

—— " lUaw fearfl
Aad dizry s 10 caun 0oe’ eyen v low !
The ¢roas, and ¢houghs, that wing the midway wr,
Show searce w0 gross s bewtlen: Halfoway dowa
Hangs ooe that gathers mmphire @ dreadiul irade ™
King Lear,

Twis digression on the lamily of Wyche
twmbe han Jed us far from the vignal-atation,
the head-land, and the fog, with which the
tale opened. The little dwelling connected
with the station, stood at & short distance from
the staff, sheltered by the formation of the
ground, from the blesk winds of the Channet,
and fairly embowered in shrube and Aowers. Nt
was & humble coltagr, that had been arnament-
&d with more taste than was usval in England
at that day. Its whitened wally thatched roaf;
picketedd garden, and trellised parch, bespoke

£ 5
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care, end a mental improvement in the inmates,
that wes scarcely to be expected in persons
8o humbly employed 23 the keeper of the #ig-
nol-stalf and his family. A)l newr the house,
Lo, was in the same excellent candition; for,
while the head-land iteelf lay in commaon, this
portion of it wae eoclosed in two or three
pretty little fields, that were grazed by » single
horse and a couple of cows, There were ne
hedges, however, the thorn not growing willing-
ly in n situation 8o exposad; but the fields
were divided by fences, neatly rnough made of
wood, that declared ita vwn origin, having, in
fact, been part of the timbers nod plenks of a
wreck,  As the whole wan whitewashed, it had
& rustie, and in a climate where the sun i= sl
dom oppressive, by no means n disagreeable
appearance,

The sitne with which we desire 10 com-
mence the tale, opens about seven o'tlek on
a July morning. On & bench at the foor of
the signal-ataff, was scated one of & frame that
was naturally Targe and robust, but which was
senzibly beginning b give way either by age
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or dissase. A glance at the red bloated face
would suffice to tell o medieal man, that the
habits had more to do with the growing failure
of the system, than eny natural dersogement
of the physical orgaos.  The face, too, was
singularly maoly, and had once been hand-
sgme, evun; Ray, it was nol altogether with-
out claima to be so coosidered suill; though
intemperance was making sed inroads oo s
comeliness  Thiv person was abaut fily
years old, and hie air, en well os his attire,
dented & mariner; pot 4 commen seaman, nor
yet ahwogether an officer; but one of those of
1 middle etation, who in pavies uscd to form
a class by themselves; being of a rank that
entitled them to the honours of the quarter-
deck, though eut of the regular line of pro-
moticn.  In & word, he wote the uopretending
unifurm of & mmster. A cenfury ago, the
dress of the English naval officer was exceed-
ingly simple, theugh wore approprinte o the
profession, perhaps, then the more showy attire
that Las wince been intreduced.  Epaulettes
were not usd by any, and the anchor buiton,
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" " Quite true—guite troe, Mr. Dutton—szo
trug, 1 wonder you think it necessary to remind
me of it. Lam very grateful to his majesty’s
governwment, and—"

While speaking the voice seemed to descend,
getling at each ingtmnt lesn mnd less distinet,
until, in the end, it became quite inaudible.
Dutton looked uneasy, for at that instant a
nofee was heard, and then it was quite clear
some heavy olject was falling down the face
of the elif. Now it was that the mariner felt
the went of good nerves, end experitnced the
sens¢ of humilintion which accompanied the
consciotstess of laving destroyed them by his
excesses, He trembled [n every limb, and,
for the mopment, was actuelly unable to rise.
A light step al his side, however, drew n
glance in that direction, and his eye fell on the
form of & lovely girl of nineteen, his own
daughter, Mildred.

«1 heard you calling to some ooe, father,”
snid thie Latter, looking wistfully but distrustfully
al hes parent, as if wondering at his ylelding
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to his igfirmity so exrly in the day: *can 1
be of service to you 7"

4 Poor Wychecombe #” exclaimed Dutton,
“ He went over the <liff io search of a nosegay
to offer 1o yoursell, and—and—1I Fear—pgrestly
far—"

“What, father " demanded Mildred, in o
woice of horror, the rich colour disappesring
from a fave which it lefi of the hue of death.
* No—no—no—he canro! bave fallep,”™

Dutton bent bis bead down, drew a long
breath, zod then seemed to gain more command
of lis nerves. He was about to rise, when the
wund of & horse’s fiet was heard, end then Sie
Wycherly Wychecombe, mounted on a quiel
pory; rode slowly up to the sigoal.atef, Tt
wat a common thing for the Largnet 1o appear
oo the cliffs early in the moroing, bul it was
wet wiual for him te come uvnattended. The
inant her eyea fell oo the Bne form of the
venerable old man, Mildred, whe scemed to
koow him well, and to use the familiarity of
oue copfident of being # favourite, exclaimed —
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“Oh! Bir Wycherly, bow fortunate; where
in Richard 77

" Good morrow, my pretty Milly '™ answer-
ed the baronet, cheerfully ;  fortunate or not,
here I am; and not a hit fattered that your
first queation should be after the groom, In-

, otead of hia master. [ hare sent Dick on a
message to the vicars. Now my pear brother,
the judge, in dead and gone, 1 find Mr. Ro-
therham more and more necessaty to me,”

“OhT dear Sir Wycherly — Mr. Wyche-
combe,— Licutenant Wychecorabe, I mean the
young officer from Yirginia — he who was s
desperately wounded — in whose recovery we
all 1ovk so dreep an interesi—"

“Well, what of him, ¢hild? you surely do
not mean b0 put him oo s level with Mr
Rotherham, in the way of religious consala-
tion; and, as for anything else, there i» no
consenguinity between the Wychecombes of
Virginia and my family. He muy be o Alfius
wnifivs of the Wych bes of Wych b
Hegis, Hertt, but has ne conoexien  with
these of Wycheeombe-Hall, Dievonshive™
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“There, there—the cliff | —the ¢lif '” added
Mildred, unable, for the moment, Lo b more
explicit,

As the girl poioted towards the precipice,
aod looked the very image of horror, the
good-hearted old barooet began to gl some
glimpses of the truth; apd, by mesns of a
few worda with Dutton, eonn knew quite us
much as his twe companionn. Descrndiog
from his pooy with surpring sctivity for one
of hix years, Sir Wycherly wis w008 on bis
feet, and a sort of confused consuliation be-
iween the three susceeded. Netther Liked to
approach the cliff, which was nearly perpeo~
dicular at the extremity of 1be head-land, and
was alwayy a trigl Lo the nerves of those who
shrunk from standing oo 1he verge of pre-
dpices.  They stood like persons paralysed,
utiil Duiton, ashumed of his weakoess, and
recalling the thousand lessons 3o cooloess and
rourage he had rreeived in his own manly pro-
femion, made a movement lowards adrancing
to the edge of the cliff, in order to wecertain
ihe real atate of the case. ‘The blood returned
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to the cheeks of Mildred, tos, and she again
found a portion of her natural spirit raising
her courage.

“Stop, father,” she said, haslily ; “ you are
infirm, and are in & tremour at this moment.
My head is steadier ; let me go ta the verge
of the hill, and learn what has happened.”

This was wttered with a forced calmnesa
that decrived her suditors, both of whom, the
ope from age, and the other from shattered
merves, were certainly in no condition to as.
sume the same office. It required the sll-seex
ing Eye, which alone can scan the hegri, to
read all the agonized suspense with which that
young and beautiful creature upproached the
spot, where she might command a view of the
whale of the zide of the fearful declivity, from
its giddy aummit to the base where iU was
washed by the sen. ‘The latter, indeed, could not
literally be scen from above, the waves having
30 far eodermined the cliff, me to leave & pro-
jretion that eoncealed Lhe point where the rocks
end the water came ahsolutely in contact; Lhe
upper partion of the weather-worn rocks fall-
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ing a little inwards, so an 10 leave a ragged
stutface chat wes sufBciently broken to contain
patches of earth and verdure, sprinkled with
the Bowery peculiar to auch an exposure.  The
fog, also, intercepted the might, giving to the
descent the appearance of a fathumless abyss.
Hed the life of the most indifferect persan
been in jecpardy, uoder the circumatances
named, Mildred would have beem filled with
decp awe; but 2 gush of tender senwntions,
which had hitherto been pent o the sacred
privacy of ber virgin affections, etruggled with
vatural horror, ae she trod lightly on the very
rerge of the declivity, and cast & timid but
tager glance beneath.  Then she recoiled 2
step, raised her hands in alarm, aod hid her
face, as if to shut out some frighiful spectacle.

By this time, Durton’s practical knowledge
and recollection bad returned. s in common
with seamen, whose minds contained vivid pie-
tures of the intricate tracery of thelr vewsel's
rigging in the darkest nights, his thoughts had
Hashed ethwart ail the probable circumetances,
and presenied a just image of the facts.
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“The boy cquld not be seco had he abso-
lutely fallen, mod were there ne fag; for the
chiff' tumbles home, 3ir Wycherly,” he =aid,
eagerly, wnconsciouely using = familiar neuti-
cal phrass Lo express his meaving. * He must
be clinging 1o the side of the precipice, and
thal, tag, sbave the swell of the rocka™

Stimulated by a common feeling, the two
men now advapced hastily to the brow of the
hill, and there, indeed, as with Mildred herself,
a zingle look suffieed to 11l them the whole
truth. Young Wychecombe, in leaning for-
ward to pluck a flower, had pressed so hard
upon the bit of tock on which a foot rested, an
te cause it to break, thereby losing his balance.
A. presence of mind thet amounted almost to
inepiration, ardl a high rewelution, elone paved
him from being dashed te pieces. Perceiving
the rock ta give way, he threw himself forward,
and alighted on a nacrow shelf, a few feet be-
neath the place where be had just stood, and at
leant ten fret removed from il, laterally. The
shelf on which he alighted was rogged, and but
two o throe feet wide. 1t would have afforded
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mly a check to hia fall, had there not forte-
nately been some shrubs among the rocks above
it By these shrube the youog mas caught,
awtually swingiog off io the air, woder the im.
privs of his leapn  Happily, the sbrubs wers
too well rooled to give way: and, awinging
bimself round, with the address of @ wpilor, the
southfut lieutenant was immediately oe hie feet,
in comparalive safety. The sifence that aue-
ceeded was the consequence of the shock he Zelt,
in finding hinself so suddenly threwn inte this
erilous sitwation. The summit of the chif
way pow about siz fathoms above his head, and
ihe thelf on which he stood impended aver &
mrtion of the cliff that was absolutely perpen-
dicular, and which might be sid to be our of
e line of those projections along which he had
s lately been idly gathering flowers. It was
phydally impensible for any human beiog Lo
extricate Wimself from such a situslion without

‘This Wych be understood at »
glance, and he had passed the few minutes that
mtervened between his fall and the appearance

of the party above him, in deviging the means
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negessary to hie liberation.  Aax it was, few
wery unaccoslomed to the mddy elevations of
the mast, could have inusiered a sufficient com-
mapd of nerve to mainlain = posttion on the
ledpe where he stood.  Even he could nat have
continued there without steadying his form by
the aid of the bushes.

As soon 25 the Laronet and Duttan got a
ghmpse of the perilous position of young
Wychecombe, each recoiled in horror from the
sight, as if fearful of being precipitated on top
of him. Both then actually lay down on the
graes, snd approached the cdge of the chff
sgain in that humble atiitude, even 1rembling
as they lay al length, with their chine project-
ing gver the rocke, slaring downwards at the
victim.  The young mao could se¢ nothing of
all tna; for as he slood with his bock against
the cliff; he hed not room to tum with safety,
ot even to look upwards  Mildred, however,
seemed o lose 2l wense of self and of danger,
in view of the extremity in which the youth
bencath was placed. She atcod on the very
verge of the preeipice, and logked down with &
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sieadiness and impunity that weuld have been
utterly impoawitle for her to attzin under less
exciting el : oeven all g the
young man to catech a glimpse of her rich
locks, as they hung sbaut her beautiful face,

“ For Gnod's sake, Mildred,” ealled out the
youth, ¥ keep further from the clif—I e you,
and we can now hear each ather without so
much rigk" s

“What can we do o rescue you, Wyche-
combe ¥ eagerly asked the girl. < Tell me, I
eoureat you, for Sir Wycherly and oy father
art both upnerved {

*“ Blessed creature ! and you sre mindful of
my danger ! But be nat uneasy, Mildred ; do
1 [ tell you, and elt will yet be well. 1 hope
vou hear and understand what I say, dearest
giel 1™

“ Perfectly,” retarned Mildred, oearly chok-
ed by the effort 1o be calm. 1 hear every
syllable—speak an.”

“ 0o you then to the signal-halyords—let
ong end Ay loose, and pull upon the other,

uotil the whole live has come down; when that
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is dene, return here, and | will tell you more;
but, for Hewven's seke, keep farther from the
elif.”

The thought they the rope, amell and frail
as it setmed, might be of use, Aashed oo the
brain of the girl ; and in & moment she was al
the staff. Time after time, when liquor ioca-
pacilaled her father to perform his duty, had
Mildred bent an, and hoisted the sigoals for
hitn ; mnd thus, happily, she was expert in the
use of the halyarde  1n a mipute she had un.
rove thetm, snd the Jong linc lay in a little pile
at her fect.

“Tis done, Wycherly,” whe aaid, again
lowking over the chiff; *whall I throw yeu
down one ead of the rope  — but, alas! I have
nat strength to raise you; and Fir Wycherly
and father scen unable to assist me!™

% Do nat hurry yoursell, dlildred, and all
will b well.  Go, and put ene end of the line
around the cignal-staff, then put the two ends
together, tie them in & knot, and drop them
down over my head. De careful not ta come
too near the eliff, for —"
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The last injunction was useless, Mildred
having Hown to execute her comiaission, Her
quick mind readily comprehended what war
expected of her, and her nimble fingers soon
perfortaed their task. Tying & koot in the
ends of Lhe ling, she did as desived, snd the
wmall tope waa soon dangling within reach of
Wychecombe™ arm. Tt is oot eany to make 2
land d d the B which =
silor feels in a rope. Place but o Fruil znd
ratten piece of twisted hemp in hiz hand, aod
be will fsk his person o sitsstions  from
which he would otherwise recoil in dresd.
A i to hang suspended in the mir, with
topes only for his foothold, or with ropes to
grusp with his hand, his eye gers an intwitive
knowledge of what will sustain him, and he

unhesitatingly trusts hia persan to a few seem.
ingly wlight atrands, that, to one unpractised,
eppear wholly unworthy of his enofidence.
Sigrad-hsiyards mre ropes smaller than the
litrle Gmger of & man of any size; but they are
unally made with care, and every rope-yarn
wlh,  Wychecombe, ooy was aware that these
oL L n
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particulsr helyards were new, for he had sa-
titted in reeving them himself, only the week
befere. It war nwing to this circumsianec
that they weve long encugh te reach him; a
large allowance for wear and tear having been
made in cutting them from the coil. A= it
wan, the enda dropped some twenty fect below
the ledge on which he stood.

« All safe, now, Mildred !™ cried the young
man, in & voice of exultation, the moment hia
hand caoght the two ends of the line, which he
immediately pasaed around his body. beneath
the &rms, ms & precaution against accidents.
“ All eafe, now, dearest girl ; have no further
coneern about me”

Mildeed drew back, for worlds eould not
have tempted her o witness the desperate effort
that she huew must follew, By this time, Sir
Wycherly, whe had been an interested witness
of all that passed, found his voice, and assumed
the office of director.

“ Btop, my young namenake,” he cagerly
cried, when he found that the sailor was about
tn miake an effott to deag his own body up the
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cliff; * stop, that will rever do; let Dutlon
avd { do shat much for you, at lemst. We
hase scen all that has passed, and are now able
to do something ™

“ No—no, Sir Wycherly —on oo aecount
wuch the halyards. By hauling them over
the top of 1he rocks you =ill probably cut
them, ar part Whem, and then 1'm lost, with-
aut hope ™

“Ohb! 8ir Wycherly,” waid Mildred, ear.
nestly, clasping her hands together, as if to
cuforce the request with prayer: *“ de not —
3o oot rouch the tine”

" We had better let the lad manage the
matter in his own way,” put in Dulten; * he
is active, resolute, and 1 seaman, and will do
Tetler for himsetf than, I fear, we can do For
i, He has got & turn round his body, and
i tolerably safe against any slip, or mishap.™

A3z the worde were uttered, the whole three
drew back a short distance and watched the
rewlt, o intemse anxiety. Dution, however,
# far revollected bimsetf, as to take an end of
the otd halyards, which were kepl in a chest at

o
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the foot of the staf, and to make an attempt to
stoppet tagether the two parta of the ttle rope
on which the youth depended, for should one
of the parts of it break, without this precau-
tiom, there was nothing o prevent the halyards
from rutning round the staff, end desiroying
the hold. The size of the halyards rendersd
this expedient very difficult of atteinment, but
enough was done to give the arrangement a
little more of the air of security, ANl this time
young Wychecombe was making his own pre-
parations on the ledgr, and quite out of view ;
Iyut the tension en the helyards soon announesd
that his weight oas now pendent from them.
Mildred's heart seemed ready to lesp from her
mouth, as she noted esch jerk on the lines;
and her father watched every new pull, as if he
expected the next moment would produce the
finnl catastrophe. It required a prodigions
effort in the young man to raire his own weight
for such a distance, by lines so small. Had
the rope been of any size, the wchievement
would have been trifting for one of the frame
and habits of the swlor, more especially as he
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could slightly avail himself of his feet, by
preuing them agaiosl the rocke; but, as i
was, be felt as if he were dragging the moun-
tain up aiter bim. At Jength, bis bead ap-
peared a few ioches sbove the rocks, but with
his feet pressed sguinsl the ¢Lf, wod his Lody
inclining outward, wt wn angle of forty-five
deprees.

“ Help him—helg bim, fathez 1™ exclaimed
Mildeed, coverig her face with her bands to
exclude the sight of Wychecombes desprruic
uruggles. “1f ke fal! now, be will be de
stroyed. Ob! save bim, anve him, Sir Wych
ey !”

But npeither of those to whom she appealad
could be of any use. The pervour trembling
apain came aver the father; aod as for the
taronet, age mnd iocaperince reodered him
belpless.

“Have you no tope, Mr. Dutton, to throw

over my shouldera?” cried Wych be, sus-
peoding his exertions in pure exhaustios, still
kevping all he bad gaived, with his head pro-
Jecting qutward, over the abyas beneath, and
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Sir Wycherly, that rheumatizm ean be inlie-
vited like gout &

“1 dare wmy it may-—1 dart =y it may,
Dutten—but never mind he disease, now; get
my young nemesske back here on the grass,
aod [ will hear all about it 1 would give
the world that I had mot semt Dick w Mr.
Rotherham's this morning. Can't we contrive
to make the pony pull the boy up 7

“ The traces are lardly strong enough for
such wark, Bir Wycherly, Have u little pa-
tience, snd I will macage the whele thing,
* ship-shape, and Bri fashion,' s we say al
sca Halloo there, Muster Wychecombe—an-
swer my hail, and I will soan get you into deep

water.”

“1'm safe on the ledgy,”” returned the voiee
of Wychecombe, from below; “I wish you
would leok to the signal-halyards, snd see they
de not chafe againet the rocha, Mr. Dutton,”

Al right, wiry &l right.  Slack up, if you
please, and let me have all the line you ean,
without casting off from your body, Keep
fasl tha end, for fear of accidents,”
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1o an instant the halyards slackened, and
Dutton, wha by this time had guined his self-
command, theugh sill weak aod unperved by
the habits of the laat fificen years, forced the
tight along the wdge of the ¢liffy, until he had
brought it over a prajection of the rocks, where
it fasteped iteelf  This arrangement caused
the line to Jead down to the part of the cliffs
frem which the young men had fallen, wad
where it was by no means difficult for o ateady
bead wnd sctive limba to move about and
plock Bowers. It consequently remained for
Wychecombe merely to regain a fooling on
that part of the hill-side, 1o ascend to the
sgmmit without diffieulty, It ip true he was
now below the point from which he had fallen;
byt by swinging himeelf off Iaterally, or even
by springing, aided by the line, 3t was oot a
difficult achievement to reach it, and he no
woner yunderstood the nature of the change
that bad been made, than he set about attempi-
ing it ‘The confident manner of Dulton en-
couraged both the baronet and Mildred, and
they drew to the clif’ again,; standing near

LI}
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with which be grasped the lifelews form. By
the time he reached the door, the maotion and
air had begun ta revive her, and Wychecombe
commitled her to the care of her alaroed
imathery with & few hurfied words of expla-
nation. He did ot leave the house, however,
for & quarter of an hour, exeept to call out
1o Dutton thet Bildred was reviving, and thet
he need be under no uneasiness on her account.
Why he remuiced so bang, we leave the reader
to jmagine, for the girl had been immediately
taken to her own little chamber, and he saw
her no more for severn) houre

When our young sailor came out upon the
kead-land again, he found the party pear the
flag-s1afl incrensed to four.  Dick, the groom,
hadt returned from hix errand, and Tom Wy che-
combe, the intended heir of the baronel, was
slso there, in movening for hia reputed father,
the judge. Thia young man had become a
frequent visiler 1o Lhe stalion of late, nffecling
o imhibe hin uncle’s tasic for sea air and o
view of the poran. There had been several
ncetings briween himself and his namesake,
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and each interview was becoming less amicable
thun the preceding, for a reason that was suffi-
cently koown to the parlies. When they
met on the present occasion, therefore, the
buws they exchanged were haughty sud distam,
and the glances cast at ¢ach other might
have been termed hostile, were it pot that a
sinister irony was blended with that of Tom
Wychecombe, Stli, the feelings that were
uppermost did mot prevent the latter from
tpeaking in so appareotly friendly mancer.

*They telt me, Mr. Wychecombe,” observed
the judge's beir, {for this Tom Wychecombe
wight legally claim to be,) “chey tell me,
Mr. Wychecombe, that you have been taking
2 ltason in your trade this marning, by swing-
ing over the cliffs at the end of & rope? Now,
that s an exploit more to the taste of an
American than to thet of an Englishmown, 1
should think, But, 1 dare say ope is com-
pelled to do many things in the colonies, rhat
we never dream of at home,”

This was said with seeming indifference,
though with great art.  Sir Wycherly's prine
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cipel wenkness was an overweeniog and an
igoorant admirativn of his own country, and
all it conlained. He was also strongly ad-
dicted to that feeling of contempt for the de-
pendencies of the empire, which scers to be
inseparable from the political connesian be-
tween \he people of the melropolitan country
and  their colonien  There muet be entire
cquality, for perfect respect, in any situation
in life; and as a rule, men always appropriale
to their own sharcs sny admitted superiority
thet may happen to exXist on the part of the
communities tu which they belong. It is on
this principle, that the tenant of w cocklofi
in Paris or Lomdon s so apt w feel a high
claim to superinrity over the oceupant of a
comfortable gbode in a village. As between
England and her North American colonica in
particular, this fvcling was stronger than is
the case usually, on wecounl of the early de-
mocratical tendencies of the latrer ; not, that
these tendencies had elready become the sube
jeet of politienl jealousies, but that they lefe
social impreasions, which mere singularly adapt-
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ed to bongi the colonisw into

EE

among & people predominant for theic own

factitions habits, and who are se strongly in-
clived 1o view everything even to principles,
through the medivm of acbitrary fanal
custotns. Iy must be confeaed that the Ame.
rieuns, in the middle of the ¢ighteenth century,
were an exceedingly provincial, and in meay
partictlars u narrow-minded pesple, an well
in their opinions as in their habita; nor ia the

reproach alwgether removed at the present
day ; but the country fram which they are
derived had not then mede the vast strides in
civilization, for which it I latterly become
w distinguished. The indiffervnec, too, with
which all Europe regarded the whole Amrrican
continent, and to which Enogland, heeself,
though she possessed so lazge a stake on this
side of the Atlentic, formed no material ex-
ception, constantly led that quarier of the
world into profound mistakes in zll its ressan.
ing that was connected with this guaner of
the world, and aided in producing the state of
feeling to which we have aliuded. Siz Wych.
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erly felt and reazoned on the subject of America
wiuch a8 Lthe great bulk of Lis countrymen felc
and reasoned in 1745 ; the exceptions existing
anly among the enlightened, and thaose whose
particular duliea rendersd more carreet know-
ledge necetsary, and not always among them.
It s said that the English minister conesived
the idea of taxing America, from the circum.
stance of seeing & wealthy Virginien lose a
latge sum st play, & sort of srgumentvm ad
Aewninemn that brought with it £ very dangetous
conclusion to apply to the sort of people with
whom he hed to deal. Let thie be a8 it might,
there is no more guestion, that al the period
of our tale, the profoundest ignorance eoncern-
ing America existed geoerslly in the wmother
country, than there in that the profoundest re.
spect existed in America for neatly everything
Eoglish. Truth compels us to add, that in
despite of all that has passed, the cis-atlantic
portion of the weskness lme loogest endured
the asseults of time and of an increased jnter-
course,

Young Wycherly, na is ever the cabe, was



THE TWO ADMILALS, 65
keely alive to any insinuasions thal might
be suppesed to reflert on the portion of the
anpire of which he was & native. He connider-
ed himself an Englishman, it in lrue; wes
thoroughly loyal: and was every way disposed
ta sustain the honour and ioteresls of the st
of authority ; but when guestions were raisnd
betwsen Europe and America, be was an Ame
fcan; as, in America itself, be regarded him-
wclf as purely = Virgininn, in contradistiscticn
1o all the other colomies. He undersiood the
intended af Tem Wych be, but
apothered his resentment, out of respect 1o
tbe baronel, and perbaps a liule influcnced by
the frelings in which he had been 10 letely
indulging.

“Those pentlemen who mre disposed (o fancy
weh things of the colocien, would do well
visit that part of the world,” be woswered,

almly, “before they express their opiniens
tw loudly, lest they whould say somcthing
that furure cbservaticn might make them wish
1o recall”

“True, my young fricod, quite vrue” put
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in the baronet, with the kindest poasible in-
tentions; * trie ms gospel. We never know
anything of matters abeut which we know
nothing, that we old men must admit, Master
Dutton, and 1 shoudd think Tom must see
its force. 1t would be unreasonable o expect
to find everything as comfurtable in America
as we have it here in England ; nor do T sup-
pore the Americans, in general, would be ae
likely to get over a cliff as sn Englishman.
However, there are exceptivos tw all general
rales, as my powr Lrother Jamen used 1o say,
whet he saw occavion to find fault with the
sermon of a prelate. 1 belivee you did not
know my poor brother, Dutton: he must
have been killed aboul the time you wers
born; St James, [ used to call him, although
my brother Thowas, the judge that was, Tom’s
father, there, said he was St James the lesa™
“I befieve the Hev. Mr Wychecombe was
dend befare T wan of a0 age to remember his
virtues, Sir Wycherly,” wid Dutton, respect-
fully; “though 1 bave oftor heard my wwn
father speak of all your honoured family.”
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“Yes, your father, Dulton, was the aitaroey
of the next towen, and we all koew him well.
You have dove quite right te come back amoog
us 1o speod the close of your omn days. 4 man
is never s well off ap when he is thriving io
bis omtive soil, mare especiaily when that sail
i old Fogland szod Deronshire. You are
not one of us, youdg gentleman, though your
vame happens to Le Wycheeombe ; but then
we are none of us mecountable for our own
births or birth-places.

This truisn, which is in Lhe wouths of
thoutands, while it is in the hearts of scarcely
apy, was well meant by Sir Wycherly, how-
ever plaioly expressed. [t merely drew [row
the youth the simple answer, that “he wan
boro in the colanies and had colunists for his
parents,” a fact that the others had heard
already, some ten or 2 dozen Limes.

It i w little singular, Mr. Wychecombe,
that you should bear both of my names, and
et be oo relative,” continued the baranrt
“ Xow, Wycherly came isto our family from
ald Sir Hildebrand Wycherly, who was slain
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at Boswarth Field, and whose ouly daughler,
my aneestor, and Tom's sncestor, thers, mar-
rind.  Bince that day, Wycheely has lLeen o
favourite neme among us. I do not think
that the Wythecombes of Herta ever thought
of calling & son Wycherly, although, wn my
poor brother the judge used to say, they were
related, but of the hall-blowd, only, I suppose
your fatber lwught you wliat is meant by being
f the half-blood, Thomas 7%

Tow Wythecombe's face breame 1he colour
of scarlet, and he cast an unessy glance at all
present, expeeting in particular, to weel with
& look of exultation in the eyea of the licu-
tenant. He was greatly relieved, however, at
finding that neither of the three meant or uo-
deratocd wore than wus simply expressed.  As
for his uncle, be had oot the smallest intention
of makivg any allugion 1o the peculiarity of
his acphew’s birth, and the other Lwe, in com-
wman with the world, supposed the repuled
heir to be legitimate.  Gathering courage from
the looka of those around lim, Tom apswered,
with n steadiness thut prevented lis agitation
from being detected,



TAE TWO ADMIRALS. 60
“Certainly, oy dear sir; wy excellent pa-
rent forgot nothing that he thought might be
usefu] ta me, in muntsiving my rights and
the honour of the family, hereafter. T very
wtll voderstand thar the Wychecombes of
Hertfordahire have oo cluims on uy, nor, in-
dead, any Wychecombe who is not deseended
from my respeclable grandfather, the late Sir
Wrycherly.”

“He must have been an early, iostesd of
a late Sir Wycherly, rather Mr. Thomas,” put
in Dutton, laughing at his own conceit; = for
| o remember 0o other than the honourable
baronet before un in the last 6ty yenrs”

“Quite true, Dulton, very true,” rejoined
the person Jast alluded to. *' Ar true as that
'time and lide wait for po man' We under-
stand rhe meaning of such things on the coant
here. [t wan half & century, last October,
since [ succreded my respected parent, but
it will not be snother half century before some
ope will suceeed me.”

3ir Wycherly was & hale, heurty man for bis
years, but he hadd oo unmanly dread of his end.



T THE TWO ADMIRALS,

Still he felt it could not be very distant, har-
ing already numbered fourscore and four years.
Nevertheless, there ware certain phrases of
wsage, that Dutton did not eee it to forget on

such an ion, and he 1 dingly,
turning to look at and sdmire the still ruddy
countenance of the baronet, by way of giving
emphasis to hia worda.

“ You will yet sce half of us inta sur graves,
Sir Wycherly,” he said, ** and still remain an
active man.  Though 1 dere zay another hall
century will bring most of us up.  Esen Mr
Theinss, here, and your young namesake, can
hardly hepe to run out more line than that.
Well, 22 for wyself, T enly desire to live
through this war, that I may again see his
majesty’s arma triumphant; though they do
1ell me that we are in for & good thirty years
struggle. Wars Aave lasted a5 long as thet,
Bir Wycherly, and 1 don't see why thie may
not, as well as anather.”

¢ Very troe, Iutton ; it is not anly possible,
it probable ;s and T trust both you and T may
live to see our Aower-hunter here, & post-cap-
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taic, at least —ihough it would be wishing
amett too wuch to expect to sec him o wd-
miral.  Thee bes been ome admiral of the
wame, and I confess 1 should Lke to aee
Mhzr !”

" Has not Mr, Thomas a brother in the ser-
viee 7 demnanded the master; * 1 bad thought
that tay lord, the judge, had giren ws oor of
his young grotlemen.”

“ He thought of it; but the army got bolh
of the boye, us it turned cul  Gregory was 1o
be the midshipman ; my povr brother intend-
ing Bim for & wilor from the Brot, and w0
giring him the name that was otee borne by
the unfortunate relative we losl by shipwreck.
1 wisbed hira to call one of the lads James,
afier 5t Jamen ; but, somehow, I pever could
persusde Thotnas to see all the excellence of
that pivus young man.”

Dution was a little embarrassed, for St
Jumes had left anything but a2 godly mavour
behind him; end he was about 1o Muhricate 2
tolerably bold wssertion to the contrary, rather
than incur the risk of offending the lord of the
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mangr, when, luckily, & change in the state of
the fog aforded him a favoursble opportunity
of bringing about an appesite change in rhe
subject.  Dhuring the whote of the murning the
1en had been invinible from the head-land, a
denme body of vapour resting on it, far as
eyt could reach; veiling the whaole expan=e
with o single white cloud.  The lighter por-
tions of the vapour hed ot first Hosted around
the head.land, which could not have beet seen
at any msterinl distanes; but all had been
gradually setdiing down inte w single maes,
that now rose within twenty feet of the sumemic
of the clilfs. The hour was atill quite eacly,
but the sup was gaining force, and it speedily
drank up all the lighter particles of the mist,
lenving & clear, bright etmoephere sbove the
leathery bank, through which ghjects might be
scen for miles. There wan what seamen call &
*fanning breeze,” or jual wind eoough ta
enust the light wils of & ship to wwell and
collapse, under the double infuence of the air
snd the metion of the hull, imitating in o slight
degree the ribrations of that familiar applisnce
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of tbe female toilet.  Dutton’s eye had caught
i glaince of the loftiest sail of n weasel, above
the fog, guing thruugh his very movement;
ad it afforded him the relesse he desived, hy
euabling him Lo draw the attention of his com-
peaions to the same olject

“ See, Bir Wycherly — see, Mr. Wyche
cambe,™ he cried, engerly, pointing in the di-
rection of the aajl, * yonder ia some of the
king's canvass coming into our roadstead, or I
am no judge of the set of 2 man-af-war's royal.
Itis o large bit of cloth, ton, Mr. Liewtenany,
for a sail eo Jofty 17

“ It ia & two-decker's royal, Master Duwten,”
returned the young sailor; * and pow you see
the fore and main, seperalely, as the ship keeps
amgy.

“ Well,” put in Sic Wycherly, in a resigned
manber, * here have I lived fourscore years on
this coast, and, for the life of me, [ have wever
been able to tell a fore-royal from a back-royal,
or 3 mizzen bead-stay from a head mizzen.
say.  They are the most puzeling things ima-
ginable; and zow I canoot discover how ¥ou

TOW i x
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know that yonder #ail, which 1 sce plain
envugh, is = royal, any more than that itis a
b

Dutton and the licvienant smiled ¢ But Sir
Wyeherly's simplicity had a cast of truth and
nalure abaut i, that deterred most people
from wizhing to ridicule him.  Then, the rank,
fortune, and local interest of the Laronet,
counted for & good deal on all such oceasians.

© Here is anather fellow, forther enst,”’ eried
Lhalion, #6ill pointing with a finger; “and every
inch as big ax his consort! Ahlit does my
eves gund to see our tosdstead come inte no-
tiee, in this mapner, after all I have said and
done in its behal—Hut, who have we here 7=
a brother chip, by his appearance; [ dare say
some duller who has been sent ashore with
despatehes.”

“ There is another fellow further east, and
every inch as big as his consort,” said Wyche-
cotmbe, as we shall eall our fisulenant, in order
1o distinguish him from Tom of the same
neme, repealing the very words of Dutton,
with an application and readiness that almast
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amounted to wit, pointing, in his Lurg, at two
wrangers who were scending to the station
by a path that led from the beach. “Certain-
iy bath these pentlemen are in his majesty’s
wrrice, and they have probably just Janded
from the shipa in the offing.”

The truth of this conjecture was apparenl
to Duttan at & glance, As the sirangers joined
cach other, he ooe last seen procecded in ad-
rance; and there was something in his years,
the confident manner in which he approsched,
and bis genersl appearance, that induced bath
the sailots to helieve he might be the com-
masder of one of Lhe ships that had just come
in view.

*Good morrow, gentlemen !” commenced
this person, a9 soon a3 near encugh lo asbate
the periy sl the fool of the Aag-ataf;  good
werrew (o ¥e wlll I'w glad to meel you,
for it 's bul a Jacol's ladder, this path of
Fourt, through the ravine o the eliffs. Hey!
why, Atwood,” Jooking round him at the sea
of vapour, in surprisci “ what the devil hay
become of 1he deet 27

el
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“1tinlost in the fog, sir; we are above it
here ; when more on & level with the ships, we
could see, or fancy we raw, more of them than
we da now,™

“ilere are the upper wils of two henry
ships, ir," observed Wychecombe, pointing in
the direction of the vensels already scen s “ny.
and yonder are two more: nothing but lhe
royals are wisible.”

“Two more] — 1 lefl eleven bwo-dechers,
three frigates, a sloop, and a cotter in sight,
when I got into the boat. You might have
covered ‘e all with » pochet-hundkerchief,
—hey | Atwood "

* They were cerlainly in close onder, sin,
Lut il net 1ake it on myself to say quite as
near together ag that”

“ Ay, you 're u dissenter by trade, and never
will believe in & mirecle. Sharp wotk, gen-
detnen, 10 get op such a hill ag this, afier
fifty”

¢ Iy is, indeed, sir,” answered Sir Wycherly,
kindly. “Will you dous the favour o take
o seal arteng us, 2nd rest yourself after so vio-
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ient an exertion. The cliff is hard enough to
ascend, even when one keeps the path ; though
bere §a 3 young geotleman who had & fancy
Just now to go down it without & path; mnd
that, b, merely that & preity girl might hare
a asegay on her breakfast-table™

The stranger looked intendy at Sir Wych-
erly for a moment, and then glanced his eye at
the groom and the posy, after which he 100k
a2 survey of Tom Wychecombe, the lieutenant,
and the master. He was 2 man accustomead
1w ook about higs, zod he understood, by Lhat
rpid glance, the cheracters of alf he sur-
weved, with, perhaps, the exception of that of
Tom Wycherombe ; and even of that he form-
ed  tlerably shrewd conjocture.  Sir Wyehe
erly, he immediately st down s the squice
of the adjaccnl estate ; Durton’s situation he
hit exactly, conceiving him to be a worn-out
master, who was employed (o kecp the signal.
station 3 while he uoderstood Wychecombe, Ly
his undress, and adr, to be & seadieutenant io
the king's service.  Tow Wycherombe he
thoaght il quite likely might be the oo and
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heir of the lord of the mmnor, bath beiog 1o
towming ; though he decided in hiz own
mind that there was sot Lthe smallest family
likesess between them, Bowing with the cour-
tesy of w twan whe knew how to acknowledge
& civility, he teok the proffered seat at Sir
Wycherly's side without ferther eeremony.

“3¥e must carry the young Fellow ta esen
with us, sir,” rejoived the stranger, * and that
will cure him of looking for Aowers in auch
ticklish places. Hin majesty has oeed of us
all, in this war; end I trust, young gentle
man, you have pet been long ashore, among
the girla”

“"Doly long enough to make a cure of
s pretty emart hurt, received in culting out
s lugger from the cppesite comst,™ answered
Wychecombe, with sufficient modesty, aod yet
with sufficient spirit.

« Lugger[—ha! what Atwood? You surely
do not mean, young gentleman, La Voltigeuse P

* That wea the name of the craft, sir—we
faund her io the roads of Groix.”

s And then ve the pleasure of seeing My
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Wrcheonmbe, the young officer who led in tha
gallunt artack #*

This was said with a most faiteting warmth
of manaer, the stranger even rising and remov-
mg his hat, as be uttered the words with «
heartiness that showed how much his feelings
were in unisen with what be said.

1 am Mr. Wychecombe, sir," answered the
othet, blushiog to the temples, aod returning
the salute; *though I had not the heneur of
leading ; ooe of the lientenants of our ship be-
g in waother boat™

* Yes—1 know all that—but he was beaten
off, while you boerded and did the work. What
have my lords commissicoers done in the matk
terp®

%All that in necessary, so far s [ am con-
certed, sir, | do aseure youz haring sent me a
commission the very mext week. [ only wish
they bad been equally generous to Mr. Waltow,
who received a severs wound alse, and behaverd
u well a5 man could hehave.,”

“That would oot he ao wise, Mt Wyche-
cambe, since it would be rewarding a failure,”
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teturned the stranger, coldly.  “ Success 16 all
in all, in war. Ah! there the fellows begin o
show themselves, Atwood.”

Thia remark drew all eyes again towards the
sen, where & sight now presented jusell that was
zeally worthy of a passing notice. The vapour
appeared to have become packed into a mass of
some eighty ar a hundred feet in height, lear-
ing a perfeetly clear atmosphere sbove it. In
the elear air were visible the upper spats and
canvoss of the entive flect mentiosed by the
stranger; eixteen ssil in all.  There were the
eleven twodeckers, and the three frigates, s
ing in pyramide of canvass, still famning in *
towards the anchorage, which in that roadstead
was within pistol-shot of the shore: while the
royale and upper part of the lop-gallant sails
of the sloop seemed to stand on the surface of
the fog, like = b After & '8

poause, Wychecombe discovered even the head
af the eutter’s royal-masi, with the pennant
lazily Auttering w-head of it, partly concealed
in vapour,  The fog seemed 10 settle instead of
rising, though it svidently relled along the face
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of the walers, putting the whole seenc in mation.
Tt was not long ers the Lops of the ships af the
line becare vicible, and then living beings were
for the Brat time seen in the moving manses.

1 suppose we offer just such o sight 1o the
top-men of the shipe as they offer to us," ob-
serred the sttanger. ' They muat see this
head-land  and  flag-staff, Mr. Wychecombe;
and there can be no danger of Lheir standing in
oo fari®

“ I should think not, sir; certainly the men
aleft can see the cliffs abave the fug, us we see
the veasels’ spars.  Ha! Mr. Dutten, there jan
rexr-admirel’s flag Aying on bomrd the ship
farthest 10 the eastward.”

““§o I wce, sir; and by looking at the third
vease] on the weatern side of the line, you will
find a bit of square bunting at the fore, which
will tell you there is a vice-admiral beneath it™

“ Quite true '™ exclaimed W ychecombe, who
w4t ever enlhusiastic on mallers relating to his
profession ; * & vice-admiral of the re<d, toa;
which is the next atep Lo being a full sdmiral.
This mual be the feet of Sir Dighy Downes !

LR
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" Mo, young gentleman,” returned the stran-
ger, who perceived by the glanece of the other’s
eye, that n question was indirectly put to him-
self; *“it is the southern squedron; and the
viceadmiral's flag you see belomps o Sir Ger-
vaize Onkes.  Admiral Bloewater is on board
the ship thal carrica & flag a1 the mizzea”

" Those Lwo officers always go together, Sir
Wycherly,” added the young men, * When-
ever we hear the name of Sic Qervaise, that of
Bluewater is certain to accompeny it Such a
union in service i delightful to witness.”

“ Well mmy they gain company, Mr. Wyche-
combe,” returned the stranger, betraying a litile
cmolion.  “ Oskes and Bluewater were reefire
together, under old Breasthook, in the Mer.
maid; and when Lhe first was made a licutenant
ilo the Squid, the last followed 25 & 1nate.
(takes was firsl of the Briton, in ber action with
the Spanish {rigstes, and Bluewater third. For
thar affair Oakes got a sloop, aed his (rend went
with him as his first. The next year they had
the luck to capture & heavier ship than their
awn, when, for the first tme in their service,
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the two young men were separated, Oakes gel-
ting 1 frigute, zod Bluewater getiing the Squid.
Still they cruised {6 company, uotl the senior
was sent in sommand of o flying squadron, with
i broad pennant, when the junior, whe by thia
time was post, roceived his old messmaie oo
board his own frigate. [n that macoer they
served together dowa Lo the hour =hen the Frat
hoisted his flag.  From that time the 1wo old
seamen have never been partad; Bluewaler act~
ing 35 the admiral's eaptain unhl he got the
squere bunting himself. The vice-admira! has
oever led the van af a feet, that the rear-admi-
] did not lead the reaz-division; and pow that
Sir Gervaise it & commander-in-chief, you e
his friend, Dick Bluewater, is eruising in his
company.”

While the stranger was giving thia account
of the ‘Fwo Admirals, in a halfuerious, half
jocular manoer, Lhe eyes of his companics
were o0 him. He wan u middle-sized, red-
faced man, with an aquiline pose, & light-blue
mimaled eve, and 4 Touth which denoted more
af the habils and care of refinement than either
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his dress ar his ordinerily careless mien. A
greal deal ia said about the arisiotracy of the
ears, and the hands, and the feet; but of all
the featutes, or other appliances of the human
frume, the month and the nose have the great-
infh in producing an impression of
geotility.  This was pecultatly the case with
the gtranger, whase beak, like that of an an-
cient galley, gave the promise of a stately

, and whose b iful teeth and win-

=11

ning swile often relieved the expression of a
countenance that was nol unfrequently stero.
As he crased speaking, Dutton ross, tn a slu-
died manner, Taized his hat entirely fram his
head, bowed his body neerly to & right angle,
and asid,

*“Unlesa my memary is treacherous, I believe
T have the hanour to see Rear-Admizal Elue
water himself; I was o mate in the Medway
when he commanded the Chloe: and unless
five-and-twenty years have made more changrs
than I think probable, he s new on this hill."™

“Yanr memory is 2 bad ane, Mr. Dutran,

and yaur hill has on it & much worse man, in
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all respeets, than Adiniral B They
sty that man and wify, from living together,
and thinking alike, having the same affections,
loting the same ghjects, or sometimes hating
them, get in time to loak alike i—eh, Atwood!
It may be that I am growing Jke DBluewater,
on the same principle; but thin is the first time
I ever hward the thing supgested. T am Sir
Gervaise Oakes, al your service, sir”

The bow of Dutton was now much lower
than before, while young Wychecombe unco-
vered himself, and Sir Wycherly arcse and
paid his compliments cordially, introducing
himpelf, and offering the admiral and all his
officers the hospitality of the Hall.

“ Ay, this is siraightforward and hearty, and
in the gowd old English manner!™ exclaimed
the admiral, when he had returned the salules,
aod cordislly thanked the baronet.  * One
might land in Scotland, now, anywhere be-
tween the Tweed and John o'Groal’s house,
and uot be asked so much as to eat an oaten
cake ;—eh, Alwood 7 —always exeepting the
Wountain dew.” .
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“ You will have your fling ut my poor coun-
wrymen, Bir Gervaise, aod so there it no more
tn be eaid on the subjeet,” returned the secre-
tary, for such was the rank of the admiral's
companion.  '* 1 might feel huzt, ut limes, did
I pot know thal you get ws many Scotsmen
about you in your ewn ship as you cen, mod
that a fleet is wll the better in your judgment
for having every other captain feom the lund o
cakes”

“Did you evcr hear the like of that, Sir
Wycherly ¢ Because 1 stick to a man [ like, he
wccosts tie of having n predilection for his
whele country. Here's Attwood, now; he
was my clerk when in a sloop, and he has fol-
lowed me to the Plantagenet, end because T do
nat thraw him overboard, he wishes to make it
appear half Scotland is in hee hold.”

“ Well, there are the surgeon, the purser,
one of the mates, one of the maring officers, and
the fourth lieutenant, 1o keep me company, Sir
Gervaise,” answered the secretery, smiling like
ore accustomed to his superior's jokes, and who
cared very little alout them. **When you
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#od us wll back o Scotand, 1'm thinkiog
there will be many a good vacapcy to 1.7

“47The Scoich make themaelres very useful,
Sir Gervaise,” put in Sir Wycherly, by way of
swoothing the matter over; * and pow we heve
1 Brunawick prince oo Lhe 1hrooe, we English-
men have less jealousy of them than formerly.
I am sure T should be happy to sec all the gen-
tleten mentioned by Mr. Attwood, st Wyche
combe Hall.”

4There, you're all well berthed, while the
deet lies in these reade  Sitr Wycherly, in
the name of Seetland, 1 thank you.—But what
a cxtr'er'nary (for so admiraly prooounced the
word a hundred years ago) scene thie is, hey!
Atwood 7 Many 2 time have I seen the hulls
of ships when their spars were hid in the fog;
but | do not remember ever to hare wen before
stteen scts of mants and wails, moving about
oo vapour without a single hull 1o uphold
thews, The tops of all the two-decked ships
we a3 plainly to be seem, as if the mir were
without a particle of vapour, while all below
the cat-barpivgs is hid io n cloud as thick 1
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the smeke of a batfle. 1 do not helf Jike
Bluewater'’s standing in so far; perhaps, Mr.
Dulton, they cannot sce the cliffs for [ assure
you we did oot until quite close under them.
We wenl altogether by the lead, the masters
feeling their may like 30 many blind beggars '™

“We nlways keep that nine-peunder loaded,
Bir Getvaise,” returned the master, *'in order
Lo warn tessels when they are getling near
¢enough in; and if Mr, Wychecambe, who is
younger than 1, will run 1o the house and
light this mateh, [ =il prime, and we may
give ‘em warning where they are, in lesa than
a minute.”

The admiral gave a ready assent to this pro-
Pasition, mad the respective parties immediately
Bt abuut pulting it in execution. Wyche-
comhe hastened o the house 1o light the
maich, glad of an opportunity ta ioquire after
Blildred ; while Duutvn produced a priming-
hom from a sort of arm-chest, that stood near
the gun, and put the latter in & condition to
be discharged. The young man was absent
but & minule, and when all was veady he
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turmed towards the adwmiral, in order to get
the signal to proceed

“ Let 'em have i, Mr. Wychecombe,” cried
Bir Gervaise, smiling: “it will wake Blue-
water up; perheps he may faveur s with a
broadede, by way of retort.”

The roatch was spplied, and the report of
the gun succeeded.  Then followed & pause
of mare than a miaute: when the fog Jified
around the Dauntless, the ship that were a
rear-adoniral’s flng, a Hash lke lightning was
sten glanciog in the mist, and then rame the
bellowing of u piece of heavy ordnance. Al
most at the same iostent, three Hide fags

ppeared at Lhe t-head of the Deuoth
for previouly te quitting his own ehip, Sir

Garvaise had sent & riessage to his friend, re-
questing him to take care of the fleet. This
was the mignal to anchor. The effect of all
this, an seen [rom the height, was exceedingly
elriking. A= yet rot a single hull had become
visible, the fog remained packed upon the
weler, in a4 way ta conceal even the lower
yards of the twodeckers. All ubove was
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bright, distinet, and so neat as almost Lo ren-
der it possible to distinguish persons.  There
everything was vivid, while a sort of super-
natural mystery veiled all Leneath. Esch ship
had an officer aloft W look out for signals,
and no sconer had the Daunless opened her
three litele flags, which had long been sus-
pended in black balls, in readiness for this
service, than the anawers were seen floating
at the mast-head of cach of the vesscla, Then
commenced a spectacle still more cutous than
that which those oo the cliff had so leng been
regatding with intereat.  Hopes began Lo move,
and the sails were drawn up in fustoons, ap-
parently without the agency of hands, Cut
off from a seeming eomtunication with the
ocean, or the hully the spars of the different
ships appeared to be inatinet with lifes each
machine playing its own part independently
of the others but all having the same object
in view. Tn a wery fow minutes the canvass
waa hauled up, and the whole Beet was swing-
ing 1o the anchors.  Preeently hend after head
wap thrown out of the fog, the upper yards
were glive with men, and the seils were handed.
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Next came the squaring of the yards, though
this was imperfectly done, and a good deal
by guess-work. The men came down, and
there lay a noble fleet at anchor, with nothing
ridble to thome on the cliffe, but their top-
hamper, and upper wpars.

Sir Gervaise Ooakes had been so much struck
and amused with a sight that 1o him happened
ta be entirely novel, that he did net spek
during the whole process of anchoring. In-
deed many a man might pass his life =t sea,
ind never witness wuch & scene; but those wha
bave, know that it is ope of the most beautiful
and steiking wpectacles connected with the won-
ders of the great deep.

By this time the sua had get so high, as te
begin to stir the fog, eod streams of vapour
were shooting up from the bewch, like amoke
rikng from cosl pits. The wind increased,
106, and rolled the vapour hefore it, and in lesa
than ten minutes, the veil was removed ; ahip
afier ahip comiog out in plain view, until the
eolire fleet way secn riding in the roadstead,
inits naked and distinct proportions.

“Now, Hluewnter in a happy fellow,” ex-



B2 THE TWG ADMIBALS.

claimed Sit Gervaise. % He eecs his great
enemy, the land, amd knows how to deal with
in"”

“T thought the French were the great and
naturel cnemies of crery British sailor,” ob-
served Sir Wycherly, simply, but quite to the
point.

“ Hum—there "3 truth in that toa. But the
land i an enemy to b feared, while the French-
man is not—hey | Atwood 7

It was indeed 2 goodly sight ta wiew the
fine fleet that now lay anchored beneath the
cliffs of Wychecombe. Sir Gervaise (lakes
was, in that period, considered & successful
naval coomnander, and was a favourite both at
the Admiralty and with the oatien.  His popu-
larty extended to the most distant eolonies
of England, in oearly sll of which he had
eerved with zel and credit, But we are not
writing of an age of nautical wonders, like
that which succeeded, at the close of the cen-
tury. The French, and Dutch, and even the
Spaniarda, were then all Formidable ns naval
powere; for revalutions and changes had not
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destroyed their maritime corps, nor bad the
consequent naval ascendency of Englaod anni.
bilated theic navigation; the two grest cuuses
of the subsequent apparent jnvincibility of
the iatter power. Battles at sea in that day

were warmly , and wetr frequenily

froitlesst more cspecially when flocts were
brought in opposition. The single combats
were nsually more decisive, though the absolute
success of the Hritish flag was far from being
as touch a matter of course as it submequent]y
became. In a word, the science of naval war-
fare had not made those great strides, which
matked the eareer of England in the end, nor
had 3t retrograded among her encmies, to the
paint which appeats to have rendered their
defeat nezrly certaic. Bl Sir Gervaise wan &
sueresaful officer; having captured several sin-
ghe ships, io bloody encounters, and having
actually led fleets with credit, in four or five
of the great battles of the times; besides being
second and third in command, on verious
umilar occasions. Hix own ship was coriain
to be engaged, let whal would happen to the
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others.  Equally an caplains and as flag-ofi

the nation had become familiar with the nimes
of Qakes and Bluewater, as pien ever to be
fouril systainiog each other in the thickest of
the fight. It may be well 1o add here, that
balh these farourite seamen were men of family,
or at least what was considered men of family

among the mere gentry of Kngland ; Sir Ger-
vaige being a baronet by inheritance, while his
friend actuatly belonged 1o one of those naval
lines which furnishes adwirals for generations:
bis father having worn & while flag at the
main; and his grandfnther having been aclually
ennobled for hin services, dying vice-admiral
of England. These fortuitous elreumstances
perhaps rendered both s much the greater
favourites at court.
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CHAPTER 1V,

——% Al with you; exorpt teree
O duty, asd sar keader Lisel,
Wha is expecied momentanly,”
Marins Falicra

Az bis Beet was safely aochored, wod thx
o, o beautiful order, io spite of the fog,
Sir Gervaise Dakes showed & disponition 1o
pursue what are termed ulterior views

"This has boen a five sight — certainly »
try foe sight; such o wn old sckomen loves s
but there must be an end to it,” be mid. Yoo
wil] excuse me, Sir Wycherly, but the more-
miuty of & Beet always have interest in oy eyes,
and i1 is seldom that T get such a bird's-ere
Tiew of those of my own; ne womder it has

L " for
Tade me & s 2
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< Biake no apologies, Sir Gervaise, 1 beg of
you; frr none are needed, on amy actount.
Though 1his headJand does belong to the
Wychecombe property, it is faitly leased to
the crown, and none have a better right lo
aceupy it than his mujesiy's servamts. The
Hall s a Jitde more privete, it is troe, but
even that hes ne door that will close wpon cur
galiant navel defenders. It ia but a ahurt
walk, and nathing will make me happier then
to show you the way to my poor dwelling,
snd o see you ma much at home under ite
roof, a5 you could be in the cabin of the Plan-
tagenet.”

*1f anything could meke me sa much st
honte in a house ma in a ahip, it would be o
hearty a weleame; and 1 ointend o mecept
your hospitality in Lhe very spint in which
it is offered.  Atwood and 1 heve landed to
seal off some important despatches to the First
Lord, and we will thask you for putting us
in the way of deing it, in the safest and mast
expeditious manner.  Curiosity and surpose
have already occasioned the loss of half an
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bour; while x soldier or & seilor should never
Iose hall & mioute.”

“Ts & ecourier who knows the country well,
steded, Sir Gervaise 7™ the licutenan demand-
« modestly, though with an interest that
doved he war infuenced ooly Ly zeal for the
wrrier.

The admiral looked at him intently, for a
moment, and seemed pleased with the hint im-
plied o the guestion.

" Can you ride? " asked Sir Gervaise, smil-
ing. “T could have brought hall a doxen
youngaters ashore with me; bul, besides the
daubts aboul griting & harse—a chaine, I take
it, is out of the question here—1 was afraid
the Iads cight diegrace themselves on hovse-
back.”

“This muet be eaid in pleasaniry, Sir Gar-
vaie,” teturned Wychecombe; * he would be
+ steange Virginian al least whe does nat
know how to ride !

“And a streoge Englishman, too, Blue.
water would say: and yel I never see the
fllow atreddle s horse thwt T do nol wish it

ToL L ¥?
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were 3 studding-sail-boom run out to leeward !
We sailors fiuey we tide, Mr. Wychecombe,
but it is some euch fancy as a marioe bas
for the fore-lopmast-crose-trees. Cen a horse
be had to go as far es the nearest post-office
that sends off & daily e 3™
“That can it, Sir Gervaise,” put in Sfr
Wychurly,  “ Here is Dick, wounted on as
good a hunter a3 is 1o be found in Epg-
fend ; and 1Nl mnawer for my young wame
wake's willingtess to put the animal's metad ta
the proal. Our liule tmail has juat left VW yche
combe for the next twenty-four hours, but by
pushing the Lueant, there will be time Lo zench
the high read in season for the prest Londoa
meil, which passes the nearcst market-town at
noon. It is but & gallop of ten miles and
back, and that 1']l enawer for Mr. Wyche
combe's ability 10 de, and to join we At dinoer
by four.”

Young Wychecombe expremsing his readi-
ness to perform all this, and even more at
meed, the arrongement was soon made.  Dick
was dismounted, the lieutensnt got his Jdee
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patches apd bis instructions, took his leave,
wnd bad galloped out of sight, in the next
five minutes. The admiral then declared him-
wlf at liberty for the day, accepting the in-
silation of Sir Wycherly to breskfast and dine
#t the Hall, in the same epirit of frapkness
% that in which it had been pgiven. Sic
Wycherly wis so spirited as to refuse the aid
of his pony, but insinted on walking Ihrough
the villige wnd park to his dwelling, though
the distance was mote than a mile. Just as
they were quitting the signal-station, the old
man tock the edmiral aside, and in an sarmest,
but respectful manner, disturthened his mind
tor the following effect.

*Bir Gervaise,” he said, 1 am no msilor,
5+ you know, and least of all do I bear his
majesty’s commission in the navy, theugh [
am jn the county commiusion an a juslice of
the peaces so if T make any lictle mistnke,
Fou will have the goodness to overlook ity for
Yhoow that the etiquette of the guarier-deck
it & rery serious matter, and i nop to be
triled with; but, hera is Dutten, as good o

T2
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fellaw, in lia way, as lives; his father wae
a sort of a geallemen, too, having been the
attorney of the neighbourhuod, and the wold
men was pccustomed to dine with me forty
Years ago—"

T believe T understand you, Sic Wycher-
Iy," interrupted the admiral; “and 1 thark
yuu for the attemtion you wish lo pay my
prejudicess but you are master of Wyche-
combe, and I should feel myself 4 troublesome
intruder, indeed, did you not ask whom you
please, to dine at your own table,'”

“ That 's ot quile it, Sir Gervaise, though
you fave pot gone far wide of the mark. Dut-
ton is only a master, you know; ond il seems
that & mester on board ship is a very differens
thing from a master on shore ; 20 Dutton hia-
wif hos often told me®™

+* Ay, Datten is right encugh s regards o
king's ship, though the two offices are pretty
mueh the same, when other craft are alluded
to. Bt my dear Sir Wycherly, an admiral
is not disgraced Uy keeping company with a
boatuwein, if the latter ju zn bonest nmn. It
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is {rue we have our customs, and what we call
out quarter-deck and forward officers; which
is courtend and city, on board ship; but &
waster beloogs to the first, and the master of
the Plintagenet, Sandy M‘Yarn, dines with
me oncz & mooth, as regularly &3 he enters &
oew word at the top of his log-book. 1 beg,
therefore, you will extend your hospitality to
whom you please; or—" the admiral hesi-
12ted, as he cast & good-natured glance at the
master, who stood atill uncovered, waiting far
his superior to move away; '‘or, perhaps,
Sir Wycherly, you would permit me to ask a
friend to make one of our party ™

" That's jost i1, Sir Gervaise,” retorned the
Lind-hearted baronet; “and Dutton will be
oue of the happiest fellows in B hi 1
wish we could have Mrs. Dutton and Milly,
wd then the table would lock what my poor
brother Jamea—5t. James I used to call him—
what the Rev. James Wychccombe was socus-
wmed tq 1erm, mathematical. He sid & 1able
should have all ita sides snd anglea duly filied.
James wan a meost agreeable companion, Sir
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naw you have a fleet in your roadstead, I necd
not tell & seaman of your experience that you
ate on pilot-ground, —hey ! Atwood ¥

Here the parties separated, Dutton remain-
ing uncovered uniil his guperior had turned
the toroer of his Jittle coltage, and was fuirly
out of sight. Then the master entered his
dweling o prepare his wife and daughter for
the honours they had in perspective.  Before
he executed this duty, hawever, the unfartu.
nate mao opeoed what he called n locker—
what & housewife would term a cupboard—
and fortified his nerves with a strong draught
of pure Nantes; a liguor that no hostilities,
custom-houte duties, or national antipathies,
has ever been able 1o bring into general disre-
pute in the British Idands. In the mean time
the party of the two barenets pursued its way
towards the Hall.

The village, or hamlet of Wychecambe, lay
about half way between the station and the
residence of the lord of the manor. Ii was an
exceedingly rural and retived collection of
mennt houses, possesting veither physician, apo-
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theeary, por sttormey ta give iU importance.
A small inn, 1wo or three shops of the hum-
blest kind, and some twenty cotlages of la-
urers and mechanics, composed the place,
which, at that early duy, had pot even & cha-
pd, or & conventicle ; disent not having made
auch progress thee io England. The parish
chyrch, one of the old edifices of the time of
the Heorys, sood quite alaoe, io a ficld, marc
thap a wile from the plece ; and the viczragy,
1 respectable abode, was just on the edge of
the park, fully balf & mile more distaor. 1o
short, Wycbecombe was ome of those places
which was o far oo the decline, that few o no
trazes of any Little importance it might hure obce
poneased were zny langer o be discovered :
and it had sunk eatirdy into & hamiet, chat
ouid jts allowed clsime to be marked oo the
maps, and 1o be ooted in the guzelicers, nito-
getber o its antiquity, and the pame it had
gren to ooe of the oldest knightly fumilics in
England.

Wo wonder, theny Lhal the wrrival of o fleer
under the bead produced » greal exeitemenc in
s
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the little village. ‘The anchorsge was exevllene,
sq far Bs the bottom was toncerned, but it cawid
searcely I called a roadstead in any other point
of view, since there was sheller against no wiod
but that which blew directly off shore, which
happened to be o wind dist did not prevail in
that part of the {slaod. Oceusionaly, o suvall
ceniser wouldl come-te in the offing, and & few
frigates had Jain at single anchors in the
roads, for a tide or s, in waiting for a change
of weather; but this was the ficst flvet that
had been known to moor under the cliffs
within the memory of man. The fog had
presentad the honest villagers from mscertain.
ing the unexpected hosour that had been done
them, unlil the reporta of the twa guoa reach-
ed their enrs, when the imporeant intelligenee
spresd with due rapidity over the entire adjs.
cent countey,  Although Wychecombe did not
lie in actual view of the sen, by the time the
party of Sir Wycherly enteced the hamlet, i
litle street was altendy crowded with visiters
from the fleet ; every vessel having sent nt Jeast
one bogt ashare, and mapy of thum some three
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ot four. Captains and gun-room stewards,
midshipmen's foregers, loblolly boys, and othee
dmilar harpies, were vut in scores; for this
i3 » part of the world in which bum-boats
wert unknows ; aod if the mruntsin would not
rome to BMahomet, Mahomet maat fain go to
the mountain. Half an hour had sufficed 1o
exhaust wll the unsophisticated wimplicity of
Ihe hamlet ; and milk, eggw, fresh butter, eoft-
tommy, vegetables, and such fruils ms wene
ripe, had slready risen quite ome hondred per
ctot in the market.

Sir Gervaise had called his force the southera
“uadron, from the cireumstance of its having
been cruising io the Bay of Riscay for the last
six monthe. ‘This was a wild winler siation,
the dunger from the elements grealy surpas-—
ing any 1hat couid well be anticipated from the
ememy. The duty ootwithstanding bad been
well and closely performed: several Weat In-
iz, and one valuable East Tndis convoy having
been effeciually protected, an well a2 3 fow
eaggling Trigates of the enemy picked up:
but the servies bad been excessively Jaborious
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to all engaged in it, and teplete with privations.
Most of those who now landed had net tred
terra firma for half & year, and it was not woR-
derful that atl the officers, whose dutica did not
confine them to the vessels, gladly seized the
occasion to feast 1their senses with the verdure
and odours of their native island. Quite ahun-
dred guests of this character were also pouring
into the street of Wychecombe, or spreading
themaelves ameng the surrounding farm-houses,
firting with the awkward and blushing girls,
and ketping an eye at the same time to the
main chance of the mess table,

“*Our boys have already found out your +il-
lage, Sir Wycherly, in spite of the fog,” the
vice-admiral remarked, good-humouradly, 25 he
cast hiv cyes around at the movement of the
street; “and the locuets of Egypt will not
catne nearer to breeding a famine. One would
think Wiere was a great dinner in pette, in every
cabin of the Beet, by the number of the cape
1ain’s stewards that wre wshore,—ch, &twood ?
1 have scen nine of Lhe harpies myself, and 1he
ather seven can't be Far off™
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“ Here is Galleypo, Sir Gervadse,” retutned
the secretary, smiling ; * though Ae¢ can scarcely
be called a captsin's stewsed, haring Lhe ho.
SOUT 10 seTve & vice-adminal and a d
is-chief.”

“ Ay, but we feed the whole fAect st times,
a5d have some excuse for being o little exact-
ing: hark’e Galleygo, get a horsecart, aod
push off at ooce four or Bve miles further
™o the country: you might as well expect ta
bnd yeal pearls in fishes’ eyes, an bope to pick
up anything oict among so many guo-reom
and rockpit boyr 1 dioe ashore to-day, but
Captain Greenly iz fond of muttan-cheps, you 'll
remember."

This was said kindly, and in the manper
of 2 man acrustomed to treat his domestics
with the familisrity of humble friends. Galley-
go wan zs unproatising & lookiog butler as
wmy gentleman ashore would be at all likely
ta tolerate, but he had besn with his present
master, sud io his present caparity, ever since
the latter had commanded a aloop of war
M his youth had been passed s & top-man,
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end he was really a prime seaman; but accident
having temperazily placed him in his present
station, Captain Oakes was so much pleased
with his attention to his duty, sod particulaly
with his order, that he ever afterwards vetained
him jo his eabio, notwithetanding Lhe strong
detire the honeal fellew himself had Ffelt 1o
remain aloft.  Time and familiarity, at length,
reconciled the stewerd Lo his station, though
ke did net fennally aceept it, until a clear
agreement had been made that he was not
to be considered an idler on any occasion that
called for the mervices of the best men. In
this manner David, for such was his Cheistinn
name, had become a sort of nondescript on
board of & man-uf.war; being foremnst in all
the cuttings out, & captain of 2 gun, and was
frequently seen on u yerd in momenta of diffi-
culty, just to keep his hand in, a3 he expressed
ity while he descended to the duties of the eabin
in peaceshle times and good weathen Near
thirly years had he thua been half sieward, half
seamnan when afloet; while on land he was rather
a counsellor snd minigier of the closet, than a
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servant; for eut of a ship he was utterly use-
leas, though he sever lefi his master for & wevk
it a lime, ashore or afoat. The name of Cal-
leygo wan & sobriguet conferred by his brother
top-men, but bed been so generally used, that
for the last twenty years mest of his shipmates
believed it to be his patronymic. When this
compound of cabin aod forecastle received the
order just related, be touched the lock of hair
o8 his forebead, n ceremony he always used
before he mpoke to Sir Gervaise, the bat being
remsoved mt some three or four yarde' distance,
and made his customary anawer of—

“ Ay, ny, sit—your honour bas been a young
geutleman younelf, and knows what & young
genleman's stomach gets to be w'ter s aix
months' fast in the Bay of Discay ; and & young
gentleman’s doy's stomach, too. I always thinka
there™s but a smal] chance for wa, air, when [
sees oix or eight of them light cruisers in my
atighbourbood, They 're som'nt like the sloops
and cutters of & feel, which picks up all the
pizes”

“ Quite true, Master Galleygo; buc if the
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light eruisers get the prizes, you should recol-
lect that the admiral alwaya bas his share of the
prize-maoney.”

* Yes sit, I koows we has our share, but
thal *s accordin® to law, and beeause the com-
manders of the light eroft can’t help it Lot
'em cuce get the law on (heir side, and not a
ha'penny would bless sur pockets | No, »ir,
what we gets, we gets by the law ; and as there
ig no law to fetch up young gentlemen or their
Loys, that paye as they gocs, e never gets any-
thing they or thefr boys puts hands on.”

“Idare eay you sre right, David, as you
alwaye are. ILwouldn't be a bad thing to have
an Act of Parlisment 1o give an adwmiral his
twentieth in the reefers’ foragings. The old
fellows wauld sometimes get back some of their
own poultry and fruit in that way,—hey ! At-
wood 2™

The secretary ‘smiled his assent, and then Sir
Gervaire apologised 1o his host, repeated the
order to the steward, and the party proceeded.

" Ty fellow of mine, Sir Wycherly, s no
respeeler of perions, beyond the etigueite of a
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wan-of-war,” the admirzl continued, by way of
further excuse, “ [ Lelieve his wmajesty him-
wlf would be favoured with an essay on some
part of the economy of the cabin, were Galleygo
@ get an oppertunily of speaking his mind to
hio.  Nor is the fool without his expectations
of some day enjoying thia privilege; for tle
last ime I went Lo court, I found honest David
rigged, from stem to atern, in a full suit of
chirer and steel, under the ides that he was fro
sl in company with me,” ar be called it, © with
or without, sigosl *°

*There was pothing surprising io that, Sir
Gervaise,™ obuwerved the secretary.  “ Galleygo
his wiled in company with you w long, and to
% many strange Innds: has been through sa
meny dangera at Four side, and has got s com-
pletely 1o copsider himself as part of the family,
that it was the moat netural thing in the world
he should expest ta go to court with you.”

" True enough. The fellow would face the
devil, at my aide, wnd 1 don’t see why he
should hesitate to face the king. T somes
times call him Lady Oakes, Sir Wycherly, for
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bie appears to thiok he has o right of dower,
ar some other lawyerJike claim oo my estate

and as for the Reet, he always speake of that,
4.

an if wee led it in I
how Blurwater tolerates the blackguard: for
be mever soruples to allude to him as under
ouwr grders] 1f anything should befsi me,
Diek and David would have e eivil war for
the succession,—hey ! Atwood 2%

1 think military subordinstion would briog
Galleyga to his sensen, Sir Gervaise, should
such ap unfortunele mccident occur — which
Heaven avert for many years to come ! There
is Admiral Bluewster coming wp the street,
rt this very moment, sir.”

At this sudden announcement, the whaole
party turned to look in the direction intimated
by the secretary, They were by this time al one
end of the shorl street, and all saw & man just
entering the ather, who, in Lis walk, air, attire,
and manner, formed a striking contrast to the
aclive, merry, bustling, youthful young sailors
whe thronged the hamlet.  In persom, Admi-
ral Bluewater was exceedingly tall and excecd-
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ingly thin. Like most seamen who have thal
physical formation, he siooped ; a circum.
stance that gave his years s greater appurent
wmmand over his frame, thun they possessed
inreality.  Yhile this bend in his fzure de-
prived it, in a great measure, of the sturdy
martinl sir that his superior presented to the
observer, il et 10 his carriage a quiet and
dignity that it might otherwise have wanted.
Certninly, were this officer attired like an ordi-
tary civilian, no one would have tsheo him
for one of England's bravest and mont efficicar
sta-captaina; he would have pussed rather as
sme  thoughtful, well-educated, and reboed
gentleman, of retired habits, diffident of hien-
=lf, and a strapgec o ambition. He wore
an undress rear-admiral’s uniform, as & oatter
of courne 5 Lut he wore i1 cacelessly, as if from
i semse of duly only; or, comscions that no
arengement could gire him & military air.
5iill all about bis persov wan faultlessly neat,
and perfecily respectable. [n & word, no one
but w man accustomed 1o the sea, were it not
for his uniform, would suspect the rear-admi-
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axk your leave, sir, most particularly to thank
you for the lesson you heve given, not only
to the captaing, but ta the der-inchief,

I presume T may admire that which 1 cannot

exsetly imitete.”

The rear-admirsl merely smiled and rouch-
ed his hat in scknowledgment of the compli-
toent, bul ke mede no direct answer in words.
By this time Sir Wycherly and the othera had
approached, and the costomary intreductions
tock place.  Sir Wycherly vow pressed his
new acquaintance o join his gueats, with a0
much hesrtitess, that there was no such thing
A reflusing.

* Since you and Sir Gervaise both nsist an
it so earmently, Sir Wycherly,” returned the
rear-admirsl, ¥ 1 must consent; but as it is
conlTaty to our practice, when on forsigm ser-
viee—nned I eall this roadstend o foreign sta-
Lion, &5 tu anything we koow about it—as U
i1 conteary (o our practice for both Aag.officers
to sleep out of the ficet, I shall claim the
privilege 1o be allowed to go off to my ship
before midnight, T think the westher looks
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witled, Sir Gervaite, and we ma¥ trust that
wany hours without apprehension.”

“1’ooh, pooh, Bluewnter, you are aiways
fubeying the shipe in & gale, and clawing off
& leeeshore.  Pul your heart at rest, and let
us go and iake o comfortable dinner with Sir
Wycherly, who has & London paper, 1 dare
1o 5av, thet may let us into some of the secrets
of state.  Are there any tidings from our pes-
plein Flandera?™

“Things remuin pretty much s they have
been,” peturned Sir Wycherly, “ since that
lest terrible affuir, in which the Duke got the
better of the French al—I pever can remem-
ber an cutlandish pame; but it sounds some-
thing like a Christian baptism. 1f my poor
brother, S1. James were living now, he could
tell us all about it.”

“ Cheistian baptism! That’s an odd allu-
sion for a field of battle,. The armies can’t
have gut 1o Jerusalem,—hey ! Atwood 7"

“1 rather think, Sir Gervaise,” the secre-
wy coolly remerked, “that Sir Wycherly
Wychecombe refers to the bawle that took
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place last spring — it wan fought at Fopt-
something; and @ font certainly hay some-
thing ta do with Chrirtian baptism.”

“That 's jt, that " it," eried Sir Wycherly,
with some eagerness; " Fontenoi was the
name of the place, where the Duke would have
carried ali before him, and brought Mershal
Baxe, and all his frog-eaters prisoners ta Eng-
land, had cur Dutch and German allies be-
Laved Letter than they did. 8o it 3 with poor
old England, genllemen ; whatever she gains,
ber elliea alweys fose for her; the Germunt,
or the colonists, are constantly getling ua into
trouble 1"

Both Bir Gervaise and his Teiend were prac-
tical men, and well knew that they never
fought the Duteh or the French, without
meeling with something that was pretty nearly
theic mateh,  They had ne faith in general
national superiorily. The courte-martiel that
o often succeeded general actions, had taught
them that there were all degrees of spirit, as
well s all degrees of & want of spirit; nd they
knew too much, ta be the dupes of Aourishes
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of the pen, ot of vapid declumwtion at dinper-
spreches, and in the House of Commovn. Men,
well led and ded, they had ined
by experience, were warth Lwice as much as
the same men when ll led and ill commanded ;
and they were not to be told that the moral
e of an wrmy o a feet, from which all i
sucress wiks detived, depended more oo the
ronventional Feeling that bad been got up
thraugh moral sgencies, than on birth-place,

otigin, or coloor. Each glanced his eye sig-
vificantly st the other, and a sarcastic smile
passed over the face of Sir Gervaise, though
hs friepd maintsived his customary appear-
ance of gravily.

#1 believe le Grand Monarque and Blae.
shal Baxe give s differeat account of that mar-
ter, Sir Wycherly,” drily observed the former;
“and it may be well to remember that there
wre twa mdes to every atory. Whatever may
be wsid of Deltingen, 1 fancy history will set
dowp Fonlenoi ss wnything but & feather in
kis royal highness's cap.”

*You surely do nel comsider it possible

o L ]
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for the French arms to overthrow a ¥ritish
army, Sir {ervaise (skes!” cxclaimed the
simple-minded pravincal: for such was Sir
Wycherly Wycheeombe, thaugh he hadl sat
in parlizment, had fonr thoueand a yeor, and
wos one of the oldest families in Fngland.
“ It sounds like trenson to admit the possibi-
lity of su¢h a thing.”

“God Bless wsl my dear gir, [ om as far
from supposing any such thing, as the Duke
of Cumberland himself; wha, by the way, has
as much Eopglish Llood in his veins, as the
Balie may have of the water of the Mediter-
ravean, — hey ! Atwood 7 By the way, Sir
Wycheely, 1 must ask a linde tenderness of
you in Lehell of my foend the sectetary here,
whe hos & national weakness in favour of the
Pretender, and all of the clap Stuart.”

1 hopa nnt—1 sicgercly hape cot, Sir Ger-
vaise " exclaimed Sir Wycherly, with a warth
that was nat entirely free from alacm 3 his own
loyalty to the new house being altogether with-
out reproach, ' Mr Awwood has the aicef 8

geatlernan of toa good principles not to see on
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which side real religious and political liberty
be. Jam sure you are pla-ed to be jocular,
Sir Gervaise . the very circumstance that he iy
it your company i3 & pledge of his lovalty.”

“Well, well, Sir Wycherly, [ would not
give you a false idea of my friend Atwosd, if
possible; and o I mag as well confesy, that,
while his Scotch blood inclives kim to Toryism,
bis English reason makes him a Whig. [T
Charles Stuart never gets Lhe throne until Ste.
phen Atwood helps bim to a sesl on it, he may
take leave of ambition for ever.”

“1 thaught as much, Sir Gervaise—T thought
wur secretary could never Tean to the doctrine
of !pamvive obedience and non-resfstange’—
That*s a principie which would hardly auit
naibors, Admiral Biuewater.””

Admiral Bluewater’s fine, full, Llue eye
lighted with an exprension appreaching jrony @
but be made no other answer than a slight in-
clination of the head. In point of fact, he was
2 Jacobiwe, though o one was sequaisted with
the ci ¢ but his i di
ing officer.  Aa a seaman, he was called on wnly

[
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(0 serve his country ; and, as ofien happens to
military men, he was willing to do this under
any auperior whom eircutnstances might ploce
over his head, let his private sentiments he
what they might. During the civil war of
1715 be was too young in years, and too low
in rank, to render his opinions of much import-
ance ; and, kept on fureign stations, his ser-
vices could only affect the general interests of
the nation, without producing say influrnee on
the contest at home.  Since that peried nathing
had occurred to require one, whose duty kept
him on the ncean, to come to s very positive
decision between the two wmssters that elaimed
his allegiznce. Sir Gervaise had always been
able to persuade him that he was sustaiving the
honour and interesta of hie country, and that
ought to be sufficient to a patriot, let who
would rule, Notwithstanding this wide difler-
ence in politival feeling between the Lwa admi-
rali—Sir Gervaise being as decided a Whig us
his friend wae a Tory—their personal harmony
had been without & shade. As to confidence,
the superior knew the inferior so well, that he
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believed the aurest way to prevent his taking
tides openly with the facobites, or of doing
them secret serviee, was ta put it in his power
0 commit a greal breach of trust. 5o loog as
faith were put in his integrity, Sir Gervaise felt
wriain his {friend Bluewater might be relied an;
and he also knew that, should the moment ever
oot when Lhe other really intended to aban-
don the mervice of the house of Hanover, he
would fraekly throw up his employments, and
join the hostile standard, withoul profiting, in
any manner, by the trusts he had previously
eojuyed, It is also mecessary that the remder
should upderatand that Admiral Bluewaler had
utver pommunicated his political opinfens to
any persen but his friend ; the Pretender and

his ! being as ig of them an
Geurge 11, and his ministers. The only prac-
tieal effect, Lherefore, that they had ever pro-
duced, was to joduce him (o decline separate
commands, severn] of which had been offered 10
him ; one quite equal te that ejoyed by Sir
Gervaise (hakes himsell,

% Ng," the latter anewered 1o Sir Wyeherly's
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remark ; thauph the grave, thaughtful expres-
sioh of his face, shuwed how little his Feelingn
chimed in, at the moment, with the irconical
language of his tongue, ' No—Sir Wycherly,
& maso-of-war’s man, in particular, has pot the
slightest idea of * passive obedience and ron-
resistance,’—that fs a doctrine which i3 intelli-
gible anly to Papists and Tories. Bluewater is
in & brown study; thinking ne doubt of the
manner in which he intends te lead down on
Maonsieur de Gravelio, should we ever have the
luck to meet that gentleman again i so we wil,
if it"s agrecable to all partics, change the sub-
jeet”

< With 2ll my heart, Sir Gervaise,” answered
the baranet, cardisliy ; and, after all, there f2
little use in diseussing the afair of the Pre.
tender any longer, for he appents to be quite
out of men's minds, since that laat failure of
King Louis X"

*Yes, Narris rather crushed the young
vipor in ita shell, and we may consider the
thing at on end,™

“ %o my late brother, Baron Wychecambe,

S —
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always treated 31, Sic Gervaise. He onoe 2w
wred me thal the twelve judges were cleady
against the claim, znd that the Stuarts haf
miihiog to expect from them”

“Ihd be tell you, sir, oo what ground these
learned gentlemen bad come Lo 1his decision™™
quiedly asked Admiral Bluswater,

*He did, indeed; for e koew my stroog
desire to maake out & pood case against the
Tories so well, that be Jaid al} the law before
me. I am a bad band, howeser, to repeat
¢ven what [ hear; though my poor brother,
the Iate Res. fames Wychecombe—St James
& 1 wsed to call bim—rcould go over a die
wurse half an bour long, and not miss & word
Thomes and Jamenr appear to bave run awsy
wiih the memories of the rest of the family.
Nevertheless, I Lecy it all depended oo an
Act of Parliament, which is supreme; and the
house of Hanover reigning by an Act of Tar-
Sament, no court could set aside the claim.™

" Yery elearly explained, sir,” continue]

Bluewater; * nod you will permit me to sy
that there was po peccssity for an apology om
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account of the memory. Your brother, haw+
ever, might not have exacily explsined what
ar Act of Parliament is. King, Lords, and
Commons, are all necessory to an Act of Pare
linment.'”

i Certainly—we all know that, my dear ad-
miral j we poar fellows ashore here, as well as
you mariners at sea. The Hanovedan auc-
cession had all three to quthorize it

“ Had it & king 2™

A kisg! Dul of dispute—or, what we
Lachelors cught to comsider as much Letter,—
it had a guern.  Queen Anne mpproved of the
act, gud that made it an Act of Parliament. [
sssure you, L learned a good deal of law in
the Baran's visits to Wychecombe; and in the
pleasant hours we used to chat together in his
chambera 1

“ And who signed the Act of Parliament that
mede Anne a gueen? or did she ascend the
1hrone by regular succession?  Bath Mary and
Anne were sovereigns by Acts of Parlinment,
shd we must Jook back wntil we get the ap-
proval of & prince whe took the crown by legal
descent.’”
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“ Come—come, Bluewater,™ put in Sir Ger-
aise, gravely ; “ue muy persusde Sir Wych-
aly, in this manner, that he has & couple of
furigus Jecobites in company. The Stuarts
were dethroned by a revolution, which is &
lew of nature, and enacted by God, and which
of courne overshadows all other laws when it
ixts into the ascendant, as it clearly has done
in thin case. T take it, Sir Wycherly, these
ue your patk-gates, and that yooder is the
Hall™

This remark changed the discourse, and the
whole party proceeded towards the house, dis-
cussing the beanty of its position, its history,
e jts advantages, until they reached its
doot.
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CHAPTER V.

Monarch and mioislery are awhol pames:
Whoevet wear them challenge our devoir
Youso.

ter plan docs not requite an elaborste de-
serfptivn of the residence of Sir Wycherly.
The house had been neither prioty, abbey, nor
castle; bul it was erceted as & dwelling for
himself and his postcrity, by a Sir Michael
Wychecombe, two or three centurics before,
aid Tad been keptin good serviecable condi-
tion ever since,  [o had the usual long, nar-
row windows, a suitable hall, wainscated roomns,
battlemented walls, and turreted angles. [t
was neither large, nor small i handsome, nor
ugly s grand, nor mepn; but it was quaint,
respectable in appearance, and comfurtable as
ao abuule,

The admirals were put each in possession of
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bed-cheinbers ard dressing 3, B4 BOOG as
they wrived; and Alwood was berthed not
far from hia ding-ocer, in li

for service, if required. Sir Wycherly was
naturajly hospitable; but his retired situstion
bad given him a zest for company, that grealy

d the inborn dispesition.  Sir Gervaise,
it was understood, was to pass the night with
bim, and he entertained strong hopes of in.
cluding his frieud in the same armangement.
Beds were ordered, tow, for Dutton, his wifs,
and daughter ; sud his namesake, the lienten-
at, was expected also to sleep uader his roof
that might.

The day passed in rhe customary manncr;
the party heving breakfasted, and then sepa-
mied to attend to their several occupations,
agreeably to the waages of all country houses
in gll parts of the world, and, we believe, in all
tme,  Bir Gervaise, who had sent & messenger
off to the Plantagenet for certain papers, spent
the morping in writing; Admira} Bluewdter
walked in the park, by himelfy Atwond was
occupicd with his aupedior ; Sir Wycherly rode
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among his labourers: and Tom Wychecombe
took & rod, and pretended to go forth to feh,
though he actually held his way back to the
hiend-land, lingering in amd around the cottage
until it was time to return home, At the pro-
per hour &ir Wycherly sent his chariot for the
ladies ; and a few minules befure the appointed
moment the party began to asemble in the
drawing-roam.

When Rir Wycherly appeared, he founul the
Duttons already in possession, with Tom doing
the hovours of the house, Of the sailing-
master sod his daughter, it {a unnectasary to
say more than that the former waa in his best
uniform—an exceedingly plain one, as was then
the case with the whole naval wardrabe—and
thot the last had recovered from her illness, as
was evident by the Vloom that the sensitive
lushes constantly cast athwarl her lovely face.
Her atlire was exactly what it ougiit to have
Lech; neat, simple, and becoming. In hongur
of the host, she wore her bests but this was
what becatne her station, though atittle jewellery
that rather surpassed what might have been
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expected in a girl of her rmi of B more
wound her peron = wir of medes deppser
Mrs. Dutton was a plain, sty % amss—2Ic
daughter of a landsteward of » i
the same county—with s £r of e pemr
suffering. lrom griefs she had mever v oxprvet
1o the beartless sympathy of the woekl

The baromet was 20 moch i dhe Sadic of s
ing bis bumble orighbosrs, et ws Toomaer
bud grown up betwees them  Sr Wrmets,
who wap anything bor o arete cheeve, 0 m
igitrest in 1he rlanchol F-boding, med aimem
heart-broken mother, withest kaewing =4 c: o
cettainly wilhoul sospecting 1o real Claracue
of ber habitual sadoess; while M3drels vz
and beauly had oot failed of prodecisg e cinm
tomary +fect of making & fraesed of fhe aid
bachelos. Helbmkhandsaﬂrmd,fwr-&m,
with greal condiality; orprosbg s w3
weeting Mrs Dution, wod coogravalacmy e
daughter oo ber complere recomery.

“ 1 see Tom has beto arteotive o bds &oo7,”
he added, * while T"re heen detgimed br 2 <21
feiow shout 3 complaiot agriost 3 practer.
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My ommesshe, young Wycherly, has oot got
back yet, though it ia quile two hours past  his
time; and Mr. Atwood tells me the admiral ia
& littte uneasy about his despatches. Itell him
Mr. Wycherly Wychecombe, though I have
avl the honour of ranking him among my rela-
tives, and he s only & Virginiaz by birth, i= &
young man to be relied on; and that the des—
patches are safe, tet what may detain the cou-
rier.”

“ And why should not a Vieginian be every
wiy &3 trusiworthy end prompt as an English-
man, Sir Wycherly?" asked Mra. Dutten, e
15 an Engliat merely sef T from as by

the water.”

This was said mildly, or 10 the manner of one
aceugtomed to speak under & rchuked fecling;
but il was said enrueatly, and perhaps o little
roproachfully, while the ipeaker's eye glanced
with patural interest lowords the beautiful face
of her daugliter,

“ Why not, sure enough, my dear Mre, Dut-
ton !™ eehoed the barenel. ** They are Kaoglish-
men, Yike ourselves, anly barn out of the realm,
ax it might be, and ne doubt a linde diferent
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oo that accouct  They are fellow-sabjeets,
Mrs Duuen, and that is a grest deal. Thes
they are miracles of lovalty, there being scercedr
& Jacobite, a8 they tell me, in all the colopies™

4 Mr. Wycherly Wychecombe is 3 very o=
spectable  young peotloman,” seid Dhuttos ;
“god ] hear he is a prime maman for b yan
Hr has mot the honour of being related to this
distinguished family, like Mr. Thomas, bere, it
is true; but he is Tikely to make a nome for
himsell. Shouid he get a ship, acd do as hand-
some thiogs in her 55 he has deoe slready, s
majesty would probably koight hiz ; and ches
w2 phould hare fwe Sir Wrcherly Wyche-
enmbes 1

“I bope not—I bope not ! cuclsimed 1he
berooet : 1 think there must be 2 law agaiout
that.  As it {3, T shall be obligd ta put
Bart. after my pame, & my worthy grasd-
father used 19 diy ia order Lo prerect oonfu-
sion 3 but England can’t bear two Sir Wreh-
etlys, any more than the world caa bear teo
suna.  Is not that your opicion, Mise M-
dred 2

The baronet had lavghed 21 his owp allusion,
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showing he spoke half jocularly: but, es hie
quedtion was put in too direct a manper to
vacape general sttention, the confused girl was
obliged to answer.

1 dare say Mr. Wychecombe wil never
reach & rank high enough 1o cause any such
difficulty,” she said; and it was wid {o all
sincerity; for, unconscipusly pechapa, zhe se-
cretly hoped that no difference so wide might
ever be ercated between the youth and herself.
4 If he sheuld, J suppose his rights would e
a3 good es enother's, and he munt keep his
name.”

“l1n euch & ecase, whith in improbable
enough, as Miss Mildred ss 20 well abserved,”
put in Tom Wychecombe, * we should have
to pubmit to the Anighrdood, for that comes
from the king, who might knight a chimney.
sweep, if he saw fit; but 8 question might be
raised ae to the same. Tt is bad esough asit
is; Dbut if it really got to be fwo Sir Wycl-
erlys, T think my dear untle would be wrong
to submit bo such an invasion of what one
might cell his indiriduality, without meking
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some inquiry as ta the right of the gentleman
ta ooe or both his pames, The result might
thow that the king had made a Sir Something
Nobody.™

The eoeer and wpite with which this was
otiered, were too marked to eseape notice; and
both Dutton and his wife fell it would be
oppieasant to mingle farther in the discaurse.
Stidl the ]ast, submissive, rebuked, 2ad heart-
broken as she was, felt a glow on her own
pale check, ws ahe saw the colour mount in
the face of Mildred, and she delevted the strang
impulses that urged the generous girl hersell
o answer.

“We have now koown Mr. Wychecombe
wveral months,” observed Mildred, Fastening
her full, blue eye calmly on Tom's sinister-
boking face; “and we have never known aoy.
thing te cause ue to think he would bear a
name-—ot bamen—that he does not at least
thigk ke has & right to.”

This waa said gently, but so disticetly, that
every word entered fairly into Tom Wychee
tombe's soul: who threw a yuick, suspicious
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glance at the lovely apeaker, ws if to ascertain
how far she i led any alusion to hi if.

Meeting with no other expression than that
aof penierous interest, he recovered his selfrcom-
mand, and made his reply with sufficient cool-
ness.

“pon my word, Mrs. Dulton,” he crieds
Laughing; ““we young men will all of us have
te get over the cliff, and hang dangling at the
end of & rope, in order to nwaken an interest
in Miss Mildred, to defend us when our backs

are turted,  So elog and most erpecially,

sa lovely, so ebarming ma advocate, is almosl
certain of success; end my uncle and mysell
must admit the abeent gentleman’s right 1o our
nune 3 though, Heaven be praised, he has pot
yet gat cither the Litle or the catate.™

' 1 hape I hove naid nothing, Sir Wycherly,
to displease you,” returned Mildred, with ew-
phesis; though her face was & thoussnd times
hondsomer ihan ever, with the blushes that
suffuaed it. © Nathing would pain me more
thin to auppose 1 had done 40 improper &
thing. I mercly mesnt that we connot beliere
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Mr. Wycherly Wrcheeotbe woedd wilimpir
take & game he bad po right to.”

“ My lictle dear,™ mid the bareoe, taiong
the hund of the distresd prirl, a0d Lisimg ber
cheek, a3 he had ofien dome before, vich G-
therly tenderness: “30 3 ot = emr mmaer
for you 1o offend me ; 2ol ['m ewe tie voung
fdlow is quite weleoese to bolh &Y nmme, £
you wish him 1o have ‘em.”

vAnd 1 merely meamt, M Midemd™ =
wmed Tom, who fored be mipgs bave o
ton far, * that the youny zerlemes — e
without any fault of Lis cws—is prodabis -
worsat bow be came by two pamet Urat LaTe
w lopg pertaized to the hwad of a3 uchn
d boocurable family. Ther b mawr @
young man bora, who is worthy of being an
eurl, but whom the law condder—" beve Tim
poused to choone Lermy otatse T bs asdoor,
when the barovet added,

“ A filiuz multiny—that s the phrase, Tom :
[ bad it from your own father's mouth™

Tom Wychecombe started, ead imoked far.
trely arpund bim, &8 If to swertem wby wou-
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peoted the truth,  Then he continued, anxious
to regain the ground he feared he had lost
in Mikdred's favour.

* Fifins nndlivs means, Miss Mildred, ex-
wclly what I wish 1o express, s family without
any legal origin. They tell me, howeser, that
in the colonies, nothing is more common than
far pevple to take the names of the great fa-
milies at home, and after v while they fancy
themselves related.™

1 nevee heard Bir. Wycherly Wychecorbne
say & word to lead v Lo suppase that he was
in any manner, connecled wath this family,
&in" returned Mildred, eslmly, but quite dis-
tinctly.

“Did you ever hear him say he was wor,
Miss Mildred 7"

T conmot say I ever did, Mr. Wychecombe.
It is & subject that has seldom been introduced
in my hearing.”

# But it has often been introduced in his.
1 declare, Sir Wycherley, it has atruck me
a3 singular, that, while you and I have s
very frequently stated, in the presence of this
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penlbeman, that cur families are in no way
connected, he has wever, in any manner, nol
even by a sod or & look of approbation, as-
sented 10 what he must certainly know to be
the case.  But, [ suppose, like a true colonist,
be was uowilling 1o give up his hold on the
old stock.”

Here the entrence of Sir Gervaite Qakes
changed the discourse. The vicc-admiral join-
ed the party in good spirits, as is 2pt Lo be
the case with men who have been much occu-

pied with afairs of moment, and who mect

with a i of having done
their duty.

“If one could take with him 1o sea the
comforts of such & house as this, Sir Wycherly,
aod such handsome faces a3 your own, Young
Iady,” cried Sie Gervaiee, cheerfully, afler he
had made his walutations, ¥ there would be
an end of our exclusivencss, for every peii?
maitre of Puris and London would turn snilor,
28 a matter of course. Six months in the
Bay of Biscay gives 2o old fellow, like mys
self, a keen relish for these enjoyments, as
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hunger makes any meat palatelle, though T
am far, very far, indeed, from putting this
house or this campany on & level with an in-
differant feast, even for an epicurs.”

 Fach as it is, Sir Gervaise, the first i
fuite at your service, in alb things™ rejoined
the host, “ond the Jast will do all in its power
to make itself agreenlile.”

Ak here comes Bluewater, to echo all 1
have said andl feed. I am telling Sir Wycherly
and the badies of (he satisfucton we grampuses
experivnes, when we et berthal under such
a roof as this, with wanman's sweet fage to
throw a gleam of happiness around her,™

Adwmitel Rluewater liad already saluted the
mother, but when his eye fell on the face and
person of Mlildred, 1t was riveted, for an in-
wtant, ®with an eernesiocss and inteniness of
surprise and admiration that all nated, theugh
no gne saw At [ comment an it.

* 8ir Gervaise is 5o established an ndmirer
of the tex,” said the reur-admiral, recovering
limself, after o prause, ““1lint 1 am wever ase

tondshed ot any of his rapturcs. Salt-waler
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has the uswel effect on him, however, for 1
have now known him lunger than he might
wish 10 be reminded of, and yet the unly
wisitess who can keep Bim true is his ship”

“4nd e that T helieve 1 may be aaid to
be constant. 1 don't kmow how it is with
sou, Bir YWycherly, but everything I am ac-
entomed to [ like.  Now, here 1 have sailed
with both these gentlemen, until I showid aa
swn think of going to sca witheul a binnacle,
2 lo go to sea without “em both,—hey! Al-
vl > Then, sy ta the ship, my fag hes
been flying in the Plustagenet these wn
feary, and P ocan't Lear o give the old craft
upy though Bluewater, here; would have turned
her over to an inferior afier three years' ser-
det. I tell )] the young men they don't
say long encugh in any one vessel 1o dind
it her poml qualities. | never was in A elow
thip vet,”

B For the simple reason that yew mever get
ito a fast wne that you o net wear her fairly
ouly before you give her up.  The Flantagenet,
Sir Wycherly, is the fastest two-decker in his
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waujesty’s service, and the vice-admiral knows
it too well 1o lot any of us get foot in her,
while her timbers will hang together.”

“Let it be so, if you will; it quly shows,
Sir Wycherly, that I do pot choose my friends
for their bad qualities  But ollow me to ask,
young lady, il you happen to know a certuin
Mr. Wycherly Wychecombe, —a  namesake,
but no relative, I understand, of our respeet-
eble host, and on¢ who holds a commission
in his mujesty’s serviee p°

“ Certainly, Sir Gorvaise,” answered Mil~
dred, dropping her eyes to the foor, and trem-
Lling, thaugh she scarce knew why; “Mr.
Whycheeombe has been about here, now, for
some months, and we €l koow something of
him."

“ Then, perhups you can tell me whether he
it generally e loiterer on duty. 1 da not in-
quire whether he is & laggard In his duty to
you, but mhether, mounted on a good hunter,
he could get over twenty miles in eight or ten
hours, for instance? ®

«] think Sir Wycherly would tell you they

he could, sr#™
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“ He may be a Wychecombe, Sir Wycherly,
but he i3 no Plantageart, io the way of sailing.
Surely the young gentleman cught to bave re
wrned some houra siace !

“ It's quite surptizing to me that he is patl
bark before thin™ returned the kind-hearted
baromet.  * e s active, and understands him-
slf, and there is ot a better horseman in the
county—iw there, dMiss Mildred 3 7

Mildred did not think it necessary to reply
lo this direct appeal ; but, wpite of the manner
in which she had been endeavouring ta achool
her feelings since the aceident on the cliff, she
could ool prevent the deadly paleness that
dread of some accident had produced, or the
rush of eolour to her checks that followed from
the unexpected question of Bir Wyeherly.
Turning, to conceal her confusion, she met the
eye of Tom Wychecombe riveted on her face,
with aa £apression w0 sinfster that it caused her
to tremble.  Fortunately, at this moment, Sir
Gervaise turned away, and draming near his
friend, on the ather side of the layge apartment,
he said in an under tone—

YOL. I H



16 THE TWO ADMIRALS.

' Luckily, Atwood has brought wshere a du-
plicate of my despatches, Dluewater, und if this
dilatory gentleman doea not return by the time
we have dined, I will sead off & second courier-
The intelligence s too important to be trified
with; and wfter having brought the fleet north,
10 be in readiness to perve the atate in this
emergency, it would be rare folly to leaave the
miristry in ignorence of the reasons why 1 hawe
done it."”

# Nevertheless, they would be almost as well
informed me T am mysell,” returned the rear-
admiral, with a livtle point, but quite withaut
any bitterness of manoer. *The ooly adve-
tage T have over them is, that T do koow wheee
the fleet i, which is move than the First Loed
can boast of.”

“True—{ had forget, my friend—but you
rrust fee} that there is a subject on which T had
better oot consult you. I huve received wome
important intelligence, that my duty, m & com-
mander-in.chief, renders it necessary I should—

keep to myself.”
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Sir Gervaire laughed as he cpocloded, though
be swemed vezed and embarrassed Adnind
Bluewnter hetrayed peither chagrin por disap-
polntment, bul stroog, mearly uagovernable
curionity, & feeling from which be wo singu-
Ly exempt in general, glowed in bis eyer, uod
lighted his whole wouotenance. Still, babitnal
wbmission to his superior, and the self-com-
vand of disciplive, enabled him 12 wait for
ajthing more that his friend might commumi-
tte A1 this moment the door opeved, snd
Wricherly entered the room, in the staie n
which be bad just dismounted. It was neces-
ury 1o throw but a single glancr a2 bis hurried
ewiner wnd genersl appearance, Lo know thyt
be e something of importance 1o commoni-
e, and Sir Gervaise made 8 ggn for him e
o spenk,

*This is public service, Sir Wycherly,” sid
the vice-admiral, *and | hopt you will rucuse
u for n few pjouler. I g this guod com-
fanf will be seated of table as so0n u divoer is
wtred, 20d that you will treal us as old frieods,

Wy
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s himself; and there was 30 much running
and sending of messagrs, that I ecould ot
avoid suspecting somethiog wes in the wind.
Going to the sable to tuok afier Sic Wych-
erly's hunter, for T koew how woch he values
the anitanl, 1 found ane of the stranger's wer-
wanls in discourse with 1he ostler. The latter
told me, when the chaise had gone, that great
tidings had reached Exeter, befote the tra-
vellers quitted the town. These lidings he
described as newa that * Charley was no longer
over the water.,' It wan useless, Sir Gervaise,
to question one wo stupid; and, at the inn,
though sll observed the manner of the tra-
veller and hia vititer, no one could 1ell me
anything positive.  Under the circumstances,
therefore, I threw myself inmte the return
chaise, and went az far ns Fowey, where |
met the impartant intelligence that Prince
Charles has wciually landed, and is ae this
moarent up, in Scotland 1"

“The Pretender is then really ance mom
smong us 1" exclaimed Sir Gervaise, like one
who hed half suspecied the trath.
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#Not the Pretender, Sir (ervaise, as 1
understand the pews; but his young sun,
Princs Charles Edward, one much more likely
lo give the kiogdem wouble. The fact i3
ceriain, I believe:, and as it struck me that it
might be imporisat 1o the commander of so
fine & Heet as this which lies under YWyche-
combe Fead, to know it, I lost no time in
geting back with the inelligence.”

“You have done well, young gemtleman,
and have proved that dincretion f1 quite as
well and respectable in a lieulenant, as it
an powibly prove to be in & full admiral of
the white. [, paw, sod make yourself fie 1o
ke a peat by the side of one of the sweatest
girlsin England, where 1 shall £xpect to see
Fou in ffteen minutes — YWell, Bluewater,”
be continued, an soon as the door cloeed on
Wycherly ; * thin is news, of a certaioiy I

It jn, jndeed ; and 1 take it to be the news,
of conteeted with the news, that you have sent
to the First Lord, in the lute despatches, [Tt
has not teken you allogether by surprise, il
the truth were said 2"



154 THE TW3 ADMIRALS.
feracioua d iation, and setfish but haif

coneealed under the elowk of patrictism, the
Englend of the original Whigs and Turies, was
the Eogtand of conservatism and reforor, aod
the America of 1776, asd the America of 1841,
Bul thoussnde elways uct, in political strug-
glew, with the fairest intentions, though they
zet in bitter opposition to each other, VWhen
Judice b the stimulant of ignorance
no other result ey be hoped for; aod the
experience of the world, in the manegement
of human affsira, has left the uptight and in-
telligent but one conclusion as the rewnrd of
all the pains and penalties with which political
revolutions have been efected—the conviction
that no inetituticns can be i d, which a
short working does not show will be pervencd
from their original intention, by the ingenvily
of those jnirusted with power. To = word,
the physiral conatitution of man docs not mor
infallibly tend to decrepitude snd imbecilivy,
tmperioualy requiring o new being, and a new
exiatence, to fulfl the objects of his creation,

than the moral constitutions which are the
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frute of his wisdew, contaip the seeds of
abuses mnd decay, that human welfishness will
be a5 certain b culhy
is to wid the eourse of nature, o hastening
the spproaches of death. Thus, while oo the
oot hand, there exists the constanl incentive
of shuzes mnd hopes to induce us to wish for
modifications of the social struclure, on the
other there atacds the expetience of ages to
feicney 10 produce the

, an human i

[ ute their i

bappiness we wim at. [F the world advances
m civilization and humensily, il s because
knowledge will produce ite fruits in every soil,
wd goder every condition of cullivation and
itiprovement.

Bath Bir Gervaise Oakes end Admiral Blue-
wuier believed themselves to be purely go.
verned by prineiples, in submittiug to the hias
that each felt towards the conflicting elaims
of the houses of Brunswick and Stuart. Per-
baps no two men in England were jo fact less
nfuenced by motives that they ought to feel
whamred to own; and yet, as has been seen,
whila they thought so much mlike on mest
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other things, on this they were diametrically
opposcd ta each other, Puring the many
years of arduous and delicate duties that they
bad served 1ogether, jealousy, distrust, and
discontent had been equally sirangem ta their
besomsy for each had ever felt the assurupoe
that his own honour, happiness, and interesis
were s much ruling motives with hin friend,
as they could well be with himsell. Their
lives had been consiant scenes of mutual but
unpretending kindnessea; and this under cir-

that 11 kened all the
most generous and mably seotiments of their

naturea.  When young men, their laughing
measmates had nick-numed them Pylades and
Oreates; and later in Tife, on account of Ltheis
cruiing 8o wuch in company, they were gene-
relly known in the navy as the " twin cap-
tains™  On scveral oceasions had they fought
enemies’ frigates, and captured them; on thess
pccasions, as & malter of course, the senior of
the \wa became most known to the nation:
but Sir Gervaise had mede the most gencrous
cfforts to give bis junior a fuli share of the
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credit; wlile Captain Bloswster never spmde
of the affairs without mentioning thes = wic-
wries of the womodore.  [n 2 word, om 2l
orcasions, and under all Crumstzaees, 3 Ep-
prared [o be the aim of these prorrom-dnded
wd gatlaot seamen, (¢ serve each other; mor
was this attempted with any effont, or strivimg
for eifect; all that was sid, or doee, coming
taterally and spoatanecesdy from the ear:
Bul, for the frst time in Lbeir bHres, events had
woa perarred which threstened a jarrmg of the
feelings between them, if they did mot Lead ta
acts which must inevitahly place 1hem i opes
and Jeclared bostility Lo each other. No wom.
der, 1hen, that both kwked at the futare wnh
gloomy forebodings, and & distrost, which, if
it did Dot render thers uchappy, xt bt peoe
duced uneasiness
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CHAPTER Vi,

“Fhe circle form'd, we 1l in aileat sate,

Like figures drawn opon b dinl-plae ;

Yaa me'em, and ne on'am, wiemd soflly, show,

Evety Bee minules, bow the micutes go.
Cowrre.

it is searcely necessary to tefl the reader that
Eagland, as regarded material eivilization, was
& very different country a hundred years since
from what it is to-day. We are writing of 40
age of heavy wagpona, conches and aix, posi-
ehaises and four ; and nobt of an era of Mac-
Ademised roadn, or of carringes Sying aloog by
sieatn. A man may now post down Lo a ecuntry
houre, some gixty or cighty miles, to dinger;
and this, too, by the aid of only a pair of horses;
but in 1745 such an engagement would hare
required st least a atert op the previous day;
and in many parts of the island it wouid buse
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been safer to have tekea two davs’ grace. Scot-
land was then farther from Devonslore, i effxt,
then Gepeva is now; and pews travelled sdowty,
aod with the usaal rxaggerctions zad uace-
winties of deday. 1t was no wosder, then, that
1 Jucobite who was posting off o ks coemtry
bouse—ihe forus of an Englich beadloed s iadle.
e and authority—Elhed with intedlizener thot
bad reached him 1brough the setivity of realows
political partieins, preoeded the meore reguier
Bdings of the mail by several bowrn. The Brcke
Vhat ha) escaped this individoal, or kis serravie
rithey, for the gentieman was tolersbly Gacreet
bitelf, confiding in only ove or (wo pertirule
friceds at emch relay, bad Pt pot owt fo the
world, either very folly, ar very clewrdy. Wy
cherly had used intelligence in meking his s
quiries, and be had obwrved ax officer’s pro-
dence in Leeping bis orws for the ears of bis
wperior alope.  When Sir Gervaes joimed 1he
party in the dmwing-room, therefore, be mw
that Sir Wycherly knew nothing of whar bad
oocorred at the oorth; xnd be isteoded the
glance which be directed a1 the lirvicasnt 1o
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convey a hearty epproval of his discreton.
This forlresrance did more to rajse Lhe young
officer in the opinion of the practised and
thoughtful admiral, than the gallantry with
which the youth had s0 recently purchascd bis
commission ; for while many were brave, few
had the self-command and pradence, under cire
cumstunces like the present, that slone can make
a man wafe in the manegewent of important
pullic interests,.  The approbation that SirGer.
vaise feit, and which he desired to manifest, for
Wycherly's prudence, was altogether & prine-
ple, however ; since there existed no sufficlent
reasan for keeping the secret from 20 confroed
a Whig a3 his host. On the contrary, the sooner
thote opinions, which both of them would be
apt o term sound, were promulgated in the
neighbourhood, Lhe better it might prove for
the good cause. The viceadmiral, therefore,
determined to communicate himself, ne soon 2
the party was seated at lLable, the very seeret
which he so much commended the youth for
keeping.  Admiral Dluewater joining the com-
peny, at this instant, Sir Wychelry bed M
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Dution o the tble No alteration bad tuies
place among the gueste, ciorpt that Sy Gere
vaise wore the red ribaod; & change m bis dres
that his friend considered to be openly hostizg
1be sandard of the bouse of Famover.

" Qne would sol think, Sir Wychet!y," como-
metced the vice-mdmiral, plesricg biv eres
around him, a5 woo as alli were wened, “thas
this good company bar takes jts place 2 Towr
bospitable 1able, in the midst of & Chrestened
dvit war, if 0ot of ap actual revolation™

Every hand was arrested, and every eve
tred towards the speaker; cves Adsirad
Blurwater, earnestly regarding his friend, xxai-
ot to know what would come neve

“1 belierr my bhousehold s in dor sabyer—
Hon,” answered Sic Wycherly, gating to tie
right aod left, us if he expectad 10 ser s butler
beading a revolt; = aod | fancy the only charze
we shell see todey, will be the romoval of
the courses, and the appearance of iheir woc-
crssory,”

“ Ay, 0 rays the bearty, comfortable [nvon-
skite baromet, while seated at his own beard,
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favoured by abundance and warm friends.  But
it would seem the snake was only scotchied ; not
killed.™

“ Bir Gervaise Oakes has grown figurative ;
with his anehes and scatehings,” oberved the
rear-sdmiral, & little drily.

- It ia Scoteh-ing, as you say with so puch

b Bi, r 1 Sir Wych-

erly—l suppase, Mr. Dutton, and you, my

PI

pretty young lady—1I presume all of you have
heard of such a person a3 the Pretender ;—
some of you may possibly have seen him.”

Bir Wycherly now dropt his knife and fork,
and mat gazing st the speaker in emazement.
To him the Christian religion, the lLiberties
of the subject—more eapecially of the baronel
and lord of the manor, who had four thousand

¥ and the Pr jom, all seem-
od to be in sudden danger.

“I always told my brather, the judge—>r
Baron Wychecambe, whe is dead and gone—
that what between the French, that rogue the

Pope, and the spurious offspring of King
James IT, we should yet see troublesome times
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it England ! And mww, s, st Trcteams
are verifed 17
“Notas to Engled, v, 3 g am.
Seollend | lorer nof guie = peel wees W
tell Fou; a4 yoor mmmemic, e T s
the tdings thal the sm of T Proode o=
lnded in tha linpden, mi = malemy e
dinn  He bes oo meresder = e
Freochmen, it would ere s s St
himsell’ alupreber on the mingmnied aviee
lcllowers of bis boue.™
“Tisn at loax, » tivumne i oo
21" pxclaiowd Adwivel B
“ ¥ en—ii i ms 2 n dreiem ma may
e Englend & oot v I cwtmemer o2
tabble of balf-dressis] Setcime ™
“Truc; bt Eogles! mor je seenwems
by Eogland, motwithet sy ™
Sir Gorraiee sow Chawe 3 remem e b
werer before bad Elorwsier cmme o 3o 1o
trayiog bis politicl s, I G povesic: of
thind pereots.  This pesse esadled S Wi
ity to find kis voice
w Lot e e, Tom,™ wod the farmes, = it
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teco and ten wre twenty-five, and ten are thirty,
and ten are forty-five—it s just thirty yesrns
since the Jacobites were up before ! It woold
sem that half a human life is not suffcient to
Bl the cravings of & Scotchman’s maw for
English gold *

' Twice thirty years would hardly queII the
promptioge of & nolle epirit, when his notioss
aof yurtice shawed him the way to the English
throne,” observed Bluewater coolly. “ For
my part, Ilike the spirit of this young prince,
for he who nobly dares, nobly deserves. What
say you, my beautiful neighbour 2"

“If you mean to address me, sir, by that
compliment,” angwered Mildred, modestly, but
with the emphasis that the gentlest of her zex
are apt ta use when they feel strongly; 1
must he suffered to way that I hope every
Englishman will dare as nobly, and deserve
a8 well io defence of hia liberties.™

* Came—come, Pluewater,” interrupted Sir
Gervaite, with & gravity that almont amounted
to reproaf; * F cannot permit such fnnuendoss
befors one se young and unpractised. The
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young lady might really suppase that his ma-
josty's fleet was intrusted to mee voworthy to
enjoy hia confidence, by the cool way in which
you carry on the joke. I propuse, now, Sic
Wycherly, that we est our dinter io peace,
and eay po more about this mad expedition,
unti} the cleth i drawn, at least. 10" & long
toad to Seatland, and there ju littie danger that
this adventurer will find his way inte Devon.
shire Liefore the puts are placed Lefore us”

"1t would be nuts to us, if he did, Sir
Gervaise,” put in Tom Wycherly, laughing
hearlily ot bis own wit. ™ My uncle would
enjoy nothing more than to see the spurious
wrereign on his own estate, here, and in the
hands of his own tenants. I think, sir, that
Wychecombe, and one or twe of the adjoining
ouncrs, would dispese of him.”

“That might depend on circumatances,”” the
sdmiral anawered o little drily.  * These Scols
have such a thing as & <laymore, and are des-
perate Fellows, they tell me, at a charge. The
very fact of arming & soldier with 4 short aword
thuws a most bloody-minded disposition.’

-
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“ You forget, Sir Gervaise, Lhat we have our
Cernish hug, here in the west of Eogland; and
I wil! put our fillows against eny Scotch regi-
ment that ever charged so enemy.™

Tom iaughed agaio at his own allusiens to a
proverbial mode of grappling familisr ta the
adjaining county.

“ This is ull very well, Mr. Thomas Wyche-
combe, 8o long a5 Devonshire v in the west of
Fugland, and Scotland lies north of the Tweed.
Sir Wycherly might ae well leave the matter
in the hands of the Duke and his regulnry, if it
were only in the way of lating every man fol-
tow hin own trade.”

“ Tt atrikes me an s0 singalerly insolen: is
a base-born boy like this pretending to the
English crown, that I can barely spetk of kim
with patience ! We all know that his father

was & changeling, and the son of u chungeling
can have no mare right than the father himueif.
T do not remember what the law terms such
pretemlers, but T dare sy it is something suf-
ficiently cdious.™

' Fiting awilivs, Thoman™ wid Siv Wyeb



THE TWO ADMIRALY, 167

erly, with & little eagerness to show his learning.
““Thet s the very phrase. T have it from the
first authority, my late brother, Baron Wyche-
combe, giviog it to me with hia ows mouth, oo
wn oocasion that ealled for an understanding of
such matters. The Judge was o most accurate
lawyer, particulacly in all that related to oames;
and 171 engage, if he were living at this mo-
ment, he would tell you the legal appelletion of
& changeling cught to be_fifius mudiise."

In spite of his zative impudence, and an
innate determinalion to mske his way in the
world, without much regurd te truth, Tom
Wycheecombe felt his cheek burn so much, at
this § wlusion of his reputed uncle, that
be was wctunlly obliged 10 tura away hia face,
in order 1o ronceal his confusion. Had eny
woral delinquency of his own been implicated
n the remark, he might have found meane to

stee] himpe!f against its consequences ; bat, as
 coly too ofien the cuse, he wan far more
uhamed of & misfortune over which ke bad ne
pouible control, than he would have Leen of a
cfime far which he was strictly responible in
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margls,  Sir Gervaise smiled at Sir Wycherl:'s
inowledge of law terms, not Lo say of Latlh,
and turning good-humoutedly ta hia friend tw
rear-admirel, anxious to re-eatablish  friendly
relatome with him, he sad with well.conceald
frony—

“ Bir Wycherly must be right, Bluewatir.
A changeling i3 nobody—that is Lo say, be it
nat the dody he pretends to be, which is suls-
stantially being nobody—and the son of nobady
s clearly n fliva wuitivs, And new, having
settled what may be called the law of the case,
1 demand a truce until we get our nuis ; for a5
to Mr. Thomas Wychecombe's having Ais pot
to erack, ot least tocday, T take it there are too
many loyal subjeets in the north.™

When men know each other ag well as wan
the ease with our two admirals, there are 2
thausand sceret means of &nnoyance, as well &
of entablishing amity,  Adwmical Bluewater was
well aware that Sir Gervaise was gready supe
rior to the vulgar Whig notion of the day, which
indieved in the fabricated tale of the Pretender’s
spurivas birlli; ond the secret wnd ironieal
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lusion he had made te his irnpremion oo that
wibject; acled e oil to his ewn chafed apirit,
divposing him to moderati Thia had been
the inteniion of the other ; and the smiles they
erchanged sufciently proved that their veusl
mental i rac wea P ily d, mt
beast.

Deference Lo bis guests made Sir Wycherly
consent Lo change the subyect, thoagh he was a
Vinte mystified with the chyious reluctance of
the Lwo admirals o speak of an cnlerprise that
aught 1o be uppermest, according to his notion
of the maiter, in every Englishman's mind.
Tom had reccived a rebuke, that kept him sitent
duting the cest of the dinner; while the athers
were content 1o eat and drink as if nuthing had
heppeaed.

1t ia seldom that a party tekes s seat at
hle without some seerct manceuvring as to the
neighbourhood, when the claims of renk and
tharacter do not {nterfere with pecsonsal wishes.
Sir Wyeherly hed placed Sir Grovaise on his
right, end Ars. Dutton on his left, Bug Ad-
miral Blucwater had escaped fram his conteod,

LR 1
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wend dmportant interests, since that lime.  Ne-
vertheless, the education was received, tngether
with & good wmany testes, and sentiments, aod
opiniony, which it may well be questioned whe=
ther they comtributed most 1o the happiness
ar unhappiocse of the pupil, in her future
Iife. Frank fution, then & handsome, though
far from polished, yonng sea-hi , inter-
fered with the arrangement, by naking Martha
Ruy his wife, ®when she wan two-snd-twenty.
This match was suitable in all reepects, with
the frportant exception of the educntions and
characiers of the parties. Still, sn 2 woman
may well be mare refined, and, in some things
even wore intelligent than her hushand,—and
as sailors, in the commencement of the eigh-

teenth century, formed a clase of society much
more diatinct then they do to-day,—there would
hase been nothing slisalutely incompatible with
the future weli-being of the young couple, had
each puraved Inis or her ocwn career in a mer
ner suirsble to their respective dutien Young
Dutton had taken eway his bride, with the
two thousand pounds she had received from
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her fatber, and for a long time he was seen
oo more in his ostive county. After so ab-
woee of some Lwenly years, however, he re-
turmed, broken in constitution and degraded
in rank, to occupy the station he lled st the
opeaing of this wmle. Mre Dultsn brought
with ber one child, the beautiful girl intro-
duced to the remder, and 1o whom she was
studiously imparting el she hed hersell ac-
quired, in Lhe adventitious manker mentioned.
Such were the mesos by which Mildred, like
her mother, hind been educated whove her con-
dition in ifes and it had been remarked that,
though Mre. Dutten had probably no cause
1 felicitate hersll on the possession of man-
mers and sentiments that met with so little
sywpathy or appresiation, in her aciual situ-
slion, she sssiduously cultivated the same
menvers and opinivos in her daughter, fre-
quently manifesting o sort of sichly faatidi.
ousoens on the subjeet of Mildred's deport-
meut and tastes.  Jt is prabahle the girl awed
lm'l £ in Dboth, } r, more Lo
the tircumstnnce of her Leing left o much
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no with on the part of the rear- admiral 1o
lize hia E ifal ton to himeelf.

Perhlps the position of the young man,

directly opposite to her, aided in inducing
Mildred to bestaw so many grateful locks and
sweet smiles on the alder officer ; for she could
nat glasce across the table withaut meeting the
admiring gaze of Wycherly fastened on her
own blushing face.

it is certain, if our hercine did nat, durng
this repast, make a conquest of Admiral Blue-
water, in the ordinary meaning of the term,
that she made him a frcnd, Sir (ervaive,
even, wag struck with the singular and devoted
manner in which his old messmate gave all his
attenticn to the beauriful girl &t his side; and,
onee or twice, he caught himeelf conjecturing
whether it were possible, that one ns practised,
ny gensible, and as moch aceustomned to the
beauntics of the court as Bloewster, had actualy
been eaught by the pretry face of a country
girl, when o well twrned of fifty himeelf.
Then discarding the netlon e prepanterous,
he gave hla attention to the discourse of Sir
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Wycherly — & dissertation on tebhits and
rubbit-warrens. In this manner the dinner
pussed away.

Mra, Duatton atked her host™s permission te
retire, with ber daughter, at the earliest mo-
ment permitted by propriety. In quitting the
room ghe cast an anxious glance at the face of
ber hushand, which was aiready becoming
Buzhed with his frequent applications of port;
and, apite of an effort to look smiling end
cheerful, her lips quivered, and, by the time
she and Mitdred reached the drawing-rcom,
tears were fast falling down her cheeks No
explanation was asked or neaded by the
duughter, who threw herself inte her mother's
wms, and for eeveral minutes they wept to-
gether in silence.  Never had Mrs. Duttoa
apaken, even to Mildrad, of the besetting and
degrading vice of her husband: but it hed
been impossible to conceal its painful conse.
quepces from the world, much less from one
who lived in the bosam of her family. On
than failing, which the wife treated so tenderly,
the daughter of course could nol tourh ;@ huat

15
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lo be compased, just as Adwirul Bluewater
entered.

“*1 have run away from the bottle, Mrs.
Dutton, te join you and your fair daughter, aa
T would run from an enemy of 1wice my force,™ he
taid, giving each lady a hand in & manner so
friendly, aa to render the a¢L more than graci-
oai; for it was kind,  “ Oakea is bowsing up
his il with Tis brother barenet, as we sailors
say, and | have hauled oul of the line, withoul
u signal.”

“ [ hope Bir Gervaise Onkes dues not con-
sider it necessary te drink mure wine than ia
goodd for the mind aod budy,”™ observed Mea.
Dution, with a haste thal she immedialely re-
gretied.

“Not he. (tervaise Crakes i3 s discroet a
man, inall thot relates to the whle, as an ane
charite; and yet he has a faculty of seeming o
drink, that makes him w boon companion for a
four-tottle man.  How the deuce be does it is
meore then 1 can tell you; bt he docs it so well
that he does nat mare tharoughly get the better
of the king's enemies, on the high seas, than he
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#oors his friends under the table. Sir Wycherly
bas begun his libations in honour of the house
of Hanover, and they »ill be likely to make u
loog sitting.”

Mes, Drutlon sighed, and walked away to a
window, to conceal the paleness of her cheeks.
Admiral I3luewater, who, though perfectly ab-
temi hiruself, regarded Jicense with the
bottle after divner, like most men of that age,
8 & very venial weskness, and he quietly took &

st by the side of Mildred, sod began to cop-
verse.

“ 1 hape, young lady, 55 a nailot’s child, yau
feel an hereditary indulgence for a seaman’s
go#sip,” be paid. " We, who are so much shut
up in our ehips, have & poverty of ideas on
most aubjeets; and as to alweye talking of the
winds and waves, that would faligue even &
poet."”

*As & silor's daughter, T honanr oy fathers
aulling, sir; end as an English girl, I venerate
the brave defenders of the faland. Nor do |
know that seamen have les to say than other
oo
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“1am gled to hear you confess this, for—
whall I be frank with you, end take & libeny
that would Leler become & friend of 8 dozen
yeara thao nn scquaintance of o day;— and,
yet, § know not why it ia a0, my dear child, bul
1feel a2 if 1 had long known you, though I am
eertain we never mel before”

“ Pethaps, sir, il & an omen that we are long
to know rach other, in futuce,” said Mildred,
with the winning confidence of unsuspecting
and funoeent gitlhood. T hope you will use
ho reserys™

W, theny at the risk of making a sad
blunder, T will just say thet “my nephew Fom'
is gnything but a prepossessing youth: and
that [ hope all eyes regard him exactly as he
apprars to a saifor of Gliy-five”

“ I cannot answer for mote than those of =
gir! of nincteen, Admiral Blucwaler,” said Mib
dred, laughing; ® but, for her, I think 1 may
asy that she does not look on him as either an
Adobis ot a Crichton.”

" Upon my soul! T am right glad to hear
this, for the fellow has secidentnl advantages
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enaugh to render lim formidable. He is the
her to the baronetey, and this emate, I be-
limwe ™

“1 presume he in. Sir Wycherly has no
cther nophew—or st least this is the eldest of
three brothers, 1 am told—and, being childless
himuelf, it must be o, My father tella me, Sir
Wycherly speaks of Mr. Thomas W ychecombe
us his future heir.”

“Your father! Ay, fathera lock on these
matters with eyes very differemt from theie
daughtera! ™

" There is one thing about senmun that e
ders them at leant safe acquaintances,” sid Mil-
dred, smiling; ** ! mean their frankoess.”

“ That is a failing of mine, an [ have heard.
But you will pardon 2n indiscretion that arises
in the ioterest I feel in yoursell. The eldest
o three brothers—is the lieulenant, then, a
Faunget son f°

“ He does not helong te the family st all,
§ believe,” Mildred anewered, colowring stight-
1y, in =pite of = resolute determination to ap-
par unconcerned. “ Mr. Wycherdy Wyche-
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combe is oo relative of gur huet, ¥ her;
though he bears both of his namer  He is
from the calonies ; born in YVirginia™

" e in a noble, and a nobledocking fellow !
Were 1 the baronel, 1 would brenk the entail
rather then the scres should go to thet tinister-
looking nephiew, and bestow them on the name-
sake. From Yirginia, and ot even n relative,
acall?”

“That i what Mr. Thomas Wrehecombe
says: and even Sir Wycheely confirms it. |
have nevet heard Mr. Wycherly Wychecombe
speak on the aubjeet, himsell.”

“ A weaknews of poor human oature [ The
lad finde an homgurable, ancient, aod afloent
famnily here, and has not the courage 1o declare
his want of affinity to it; happening to Lesr
the aame pame”

Mildred hesitated sbout replyiog; but s
generuus feeling got the belter of her diffdence.
“1 have never seen aoything in the conduct
of Me. Wycherly Wychecumbe to induce me
to think that he feels any such weakness,” she
cid, carnently. © He scemns rather to take
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pride in, than to feel ashamed of, his being
v colonisl; and you know we, in England,
hardly lock on the people of the colonica as
our equala™

“And bave you, young lady, any of that
orermeening prejudice in favour of you own
island ™

%1 hupe not; but | think most persons have.
Mr. Wycherly Wychecombe admits that Vir-
ginis in Inferior to England, in a thouvsamd
Wings: and yet he seems to take pride in his
birth-place

* Every sentimest of this nature i to be
traced to self. We koow that the fact is iev
retrievable, and struggle to be proud of what
we cannot help. The Turk will tell you he
has the hongur to be a native of Stamboud;
the Parisian will boast of hia Faubourg; wad
the cockney exulle in Wapping.  Personal
concefl lies et the bottom of all; for we fancy
that places te which we belong are wol places
to e ashumed of.”

“And yet de 1 pot think Mr. Wycherly

atall remarkable for conceit.  On the contrary,
he ik rather diffident and vnossoming.”
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This was said simply, but eo sincerely u
to induce the listener to fasten his penetrating
blue eye on the spesker, whe oow first took
the alarm, snd felt that she might have said
too much. At this moment the two young
aren catered, ond o servant apprared to request
that Admiral Bluewster would do Sir {rer-
vaise Oskes the favour 1o join him, in the
dresting-room uf the latter.

Tom Wychecombe reported the condition of
the dinner-table to be such as to reader it
desirsble for all but three and four-borde men
to retire. Huoaverian toatts and seatiments
were in the sscondant, and there was every
appesrance that those who remained intended
to mahke & night of i, This was sad intelli-
gence for Bre Dautton, whe had cowme forward
eagerly to hear the report, but who now re
wmed te the window, apparcotly ireesolute
&8 to the course she ought to take,  As boh
the young men remained near Mildred to con.
verse, she had sufficient opportunity to come
to her devision, without interrugtion o hin-

dranee.
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CHAPTHER Vil

SBomewhat we will do
And, logk, when [ wm king, claim thog af me
The earkdom af Hereferd, and ull the movesbics
Whentol the king my brother was prssased.
Hicharad THT.
Beaw-Avmimat Broewarer found Siv Ger.
vaire Oakes pacing & large dressing-room, quar-
ter-decked fashion, with gs muoch zesl ws if
just released from a loag sitting, on official
duly, in Wiz own cabin.  As the Lwo officers
were perfectly familiar with each other's personsl
habits, neither devizted from his particular
mode of induigiog his ease; but the last
camer quietly took his seat in & large chadr,
dispaxing of hia person o a way to show he
intenled 10 corsult his comfort, let what
weuld happen.
4 Bluewnler,” commenced Sir  Cervaise,
“ this Is a very foolish affair of the Pretenders
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sony and can anly lead to his destruction, 1
loak upon it as abtugether unfortunate.”

“That, as it mey termioate. No men can
tell what » day, or an hour, way bring forth.
1 am sure such a csing was one of the last
things J have been anticipating, dowo yonder
it the Bay of Biscay.”

%1 wish, with ail my heary, we had never
Jeft it,” muttered Sir CGervaise, o0 law Lhal
his companien did net hesr him. Then he
added, in a louder tone, * Qur duty, how-
ever, i very simple, We have only to obey
ardern; and it seems that the young man has
no navel force to sustain him. We shall pro-
bably be semt to watch Brest, or [Orfent, or
some ather port.  Monsieur must be kept in,
Jet what will happen.”

[ rather think it would be better to le
him out, our chances on the high seas being
st least ma good as his own, 1 am no frend
to blockaden, which atrike me as an un-English
made of carrying on a war”

“ Yau are right enough, Dick, in the main,”
returned Sir Grervaise, laughing.
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“ Ay, and on the main, Onkes. [ aincerely
bope the Fist Lord will not send a mao like
you, who are every way so capable of giving
an account of your enemy with plenty of sen.
room, on duty =0 scurvy as & blockade.”

“ A map ke me! Why s man like me, in
particular? 1 trust I am to have the pleasure
of Admiral Blucwater’s company, advice, and
assiylance I*

“ An joferior never can know, Sir Gereaise,
where it may auit the plessure of his superiors
ta order him."

“ Thel distinction of superior &nd inferier,
Bluewater, will one duy lead you into a con-
founded scrape, 1 fear. 1f you coosider
Charles Stuart your sovereign, it is not pro-
bable that orders issued by a servant of King
George will e much respectrd. 1 hope you
will do nothing haatily, or without conaulting
your oldest end truesl friend I"

“ You know my eentiments; aod there s
liele wse in dwelling on them now, Solong
m the quarre] was between my cwn country
and a foreign land I heve been content to
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serve, but when wy lnwful prines, or his eon
and hieir, comes in this gallent sud chivalrous
manner, throwiog himself, as it might be, into
the very arms of his subjects, confiding all
1o their loyalty and spirit, {t makea such an
appeal to every oobler fueling, that the heart
finds it difficult to repulse. I rould have join-
ed Notrls, with right good will, in dispersing
and dlestroying the armement that Louis XV.
was sending sgainst us, in this very cause;
Lut here everything is English, and English-
wen have the quarrel entirely to thempelves.
[ do not tes how, as a loyal subject of my
hereditary prince, I ean well refrain from jain-
ing his etandard.”

“ And would yow, Dick Dluewarer, who, to
wy ¢ertsin knowledge, were sent on board ship
at twelve years of age, end whe, for mere than
furty years, have bren a man-of-war's-man,
buody and soul: would you now strip your old
hulk of the sea-Ulue thet has so long covered
and become it, tig yourself aut like a woldier,
with a foather in your bat, — ay, d—e, and
» camip-kettle on your arm, and follow a drum-
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wer, like obe of your L, Lerd Soe-
water's fellows of the pems ! — for of sxiom
rour lawful prinee, o vou b Diw Yt
ctough o sopper bis coceSaer. o o vIm
the il of his cvut, o heep it Zrom T T
1o talters by the beatber of Secbml  E s
# follow the advemiorer @ oo ke o
such character, since I qoesion ¥ e cm no-
ler v wcamas 1o tell him the benreps of lomoos
[rot Perth.™
" When § join his, be 4520 b bemr of 7
“ And what oould e1en yar do sowr, smomg
1 pareel of Seotchown, rezsmy Swne fier
bills woder bare poles? ¥owr Sipsia il su
SanEuvre regiteenis ; mnd an Lo moserTromgy
ibany olber manter, you kaow sotomy.  Na
—bo; stay where pou wv, mind by wn o
friend =ith Loowkdge the: is el o bom
I should be afraid to do s dmbing rumg,
upless [ felt the certainty of havizg yos =
@y san, o strike ibe firgt biow: or in my
rar, 1a bring me off bandweanely.™
* You would be afraid of pothing, (eorvzis
Oskes, whetber T sicod at your elicar aor were
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off in Scotland.  Fear is not your failing,
though temerity may be”

“Then 1 want your presece to keep me
within the bounds of reason,” wid Sir Gervaise,
stopping short in his walk, and looking his
friend smilingly'in the face. * In some mode,
ar other, | always need your aid."

“[ understand the meaning of your words,
Hir Gereaise, and mppreciate the feeling that
diclates them, You must have & perfect con-
vietion that [ wilt do olbing hastily, and that
[ will betray no trust.  VWhen I turn my back
on King George, it will be loyally, in otie
semiee, whatever he may think of it o another;
wnd when I join Prince Charles Edward, it
will be with a consrience that he newd not be
nshamed to probe. What names he bears !
They are the designations of ancient English
sovereigns, aod cught of themaelves to awaken
the sensi ies of Englishmen.”

* Ay, Charles in particular,” returned the
viee.admizal, »ith something like & soeer

“There's the second Charles, for instance—
St Charles, 82 our guod host, Sir Wycherly,
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your Plantageneis cver did anything for =
vavy; the only teal source of Koglaod's power
and glory, D——¢, Drick, if T think sa much
of your Plantagenets, after all |7

“And yet the rame of Oakes is to e met
with among their bravest knights, and most
faithiul followera”

“ Tha Dakes, like the pines, have beeo tim- ’
liers in every ship that has flaated,™ returped
the vice.admiral, half. G himself of
the pun he was making.

For mote than a minute Sir Gervaise can-
tinwed his walk, his head a little inclined for-
ward, like a man who pondered deeply om
some matter of interest. Then suddenly stop-
ping, be turned towards his friend, whom he
regarded for mear another minute ere he re-
sumed the discourse.

w1 wish I could fairly get you lo exercise
your excellent reason on thie matter, Dick,”
he said, after the pause; *'then 1 should be
certain of having secured you on the side of
liherty.”

Adeiral Bluewater merely shook his head,
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ot be contioved sient, as if he deemed dis-
cussion ltogether supereragatory. During this
pruse, a gentle tap wt the dour asoounced o
wisitor ; sod, st the request to enter, Atwood
made bis appesrance. He held in his hand
& large package, which bore on the envelope
the usual stamp that indicated it was senl on
public service

“1 beg pardon, Sir Gervaise,” commenced
the wecrelary, who always proceeded at once
to business, when business was to be dome:
“hut his majesty’s service will not admit of
dday. This packet hus just come to hand,
by the arrival of an express, which left the
Admirally enly yesterday noon,™

“Ang how the dewil did he know where
2 find we #7 exclaimed the vice-admiral, hold-
ing out & band to receive Lhe vommunication.

“1t is el owing to this young lieutenant’s
forethaught in following up the Jacobite {atel-
ligence to & market-town, The rourier was
bound to Fulmouth, as fast as postlorses
could carry bim, when he heard, Juckily, that
e Beet lay at ancheor, wnder Wycheeumbe

e
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Head: and, quite ws luckily, he is an officer
who had the intelligence to know that you
would rooner get the despatehes if he Lurmed
aside, and came hither Ly land, than if he
went on to Falmouth, gnt aboard the sloop
thal was to ssil with him, for the Bay of
Biscay, and cawe round here by water.”

Hir Gervaise amiled at this solly, which was
one in keeping with all Atwood's feelings: for
the secretary had matured a system of ex-
presses, which, to Lis great mortification, his
patren Taughed at, and the Adwiralty entirely
averlooked. No time was lost, however, in the
way of business; the secretary having placed
the candles on & table, where Sir Gervaise took
& cheir, and hed already broken a seal. The
process of reading, weverthelosa, was suddenly
interrupted by the vieeadmiral's locking up,
and exclaiming—

“iWhy, you are not about to leave ws,
FRlugwater %

" You uay have private business with Mr.
Atwend, Bic Gervaise, and pechaps I had het-

Ter retire,™
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Now it s hoppened, that while Sir Ger-
waise Cakes had never, by look or syllable,
s he confidently believed, ! yed the secret
of his friend's Jasohite propensities, Atwood
was perfectly aware of their existence. Nor
bad the latter obteined bis knowledge by amy
unwyrthy memns.  EHe had been neither an

exves-dropper nor an inquirer into private enm-
munications, as so often happens around the
persons of men in high trusis; all his know-
ledge huving been obtoined chrough native
sapacity and unavoidable opportunities. On
the present ocemsion the secretary, with the
taet of & man of sxperience, felt that his pre-
wnce might be dispensed =ith; and he eut
shart the discussion Letween the twa admirals
by s very timely remark of his own.

“1 have left the letters uncopied, Sir Ger.
vaise,” he said, ¥ and will go and finish them.
A mestage Ly Locker—" thia was Sir Gers
saise’s body-servant — ¥ will Lring we back at
& moment's ootice, should you need me again
Lo-night.”

“That Alwood kas a surprising instinet fur
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“It has come toa late, thew,” caldly re
turred the other, laying the riband, jewels,
and letters quietly on the table. ¢ This is
an hietour I can reccive, aow, only from my
rightful prince.  Nene ather can lugally create
a Knight of the Bath”

“And pray, Mr. Richsrd Dluewater, whe
made you & captain, & commander, a rear
admira!? Do you believe me an impastor
Tecause 1 wear this ribend on authority no
better then that of 1he House of Hanover?
Am I, or e T nol, in your judgowst, a vics-
admiral of the red.”

“ T make & preac distinciion, Qakes, between
rack in the navy aud a mere personal digrity.
In the one case you setve your couniry, and
give quite a3 much as you receive; whereas,
in the other, ¥t v n grace to coufer consider-
ation on the person honoured, withou! auch
#n equivalent s can find an epology fur ac-
cepting & rank illegally couferred,”

“The devil take your distinctions, which
would  unsettle everything, and render the
service @ Babel. If { am a vice-admiral of
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the red, T am & Knight of the Bath: amil,
if you are a rear-admiral of the white, you
are also o knight of that honourable seder
oo, All comes from the seme source of au-
tbority mad the same fountain of honour.”

1 do not view it thus, Cur commissions
are from the Admirally, which represents the
country ; but dignities come from the prince
who happens to teign, let A tide be what
* may."

“ Iho you happen to think Richard ¥l a
usarper or a lawful prinee 7

“ A usurper, out of all question, and a mur-
derer to boot. His name whould be elruck
from the list of English kings: [ never hear
it withaul execrating him 2nd his deeds.™

“ Pooh, pooh, Dhck, this is talking more
like » poet than a sewman. If only ome half
the savereigos who deserve to be execrated

had their names erased, the list of even our

Eoglish kings would be rather short, and
some cauntries would be without historical
kings mt all. However much Richard EHI.
may deserve cashiering in thin summary man.

5
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the intended movement. s orders were to
bring the fleet north, and, in substance, to
do the very thing his own sagacity had die-
tated. B0 far everything was well; and. Le
could not entertain & doubl about receiving
the hearey approbation of his superiors for
the course he had taken. But here his grati-
fication ended ; for, on looking at the dates
of the different communications, it wan evident
that the red riband was bestowed after the
intelligence of the Pretender's movement had
reached London. A private letter from a
friend wt the Board of Admirally, too, spoke
of his own probable prometion to the rank
of admiral of the blue ; amd mentioned several
other gimilar preferments in a way to show
that the government was fortifying itself, in
the present crisis, ay much a3 possible by
favours. Thiv war & politic mode of pru-
cedure with ondinary men, it is true; but,
with offcers of the elevation of mind, and
of the independence of character of our twe
admirely, it was mast likely te produce disgust.
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# Ben "em, Diick,™ cried Sir Gervaise, as he
threw down the last letter of the package,
with no litte wign of fseling: “you might
ke St Paul, or even Wychecombe's dend
brother, St. James the less, and put hm st
court, aod he would come out = tharough
blackguard in & week”

“ That is oot the comman apiaian caneern-
ing 2 court education,”” quictly replied the
friend: ** most people fancying that che place
gives refinement of manpers, if not of sen
linient.”

“ Pooh, pooh—you and I have oo need of a
dictiopary to understand ecach other. T esll
= man who Dever trosts 10 8 generous motive—
who thinke it always pecessary to bribe or
egjole — who has po ides of anything being
dege  without is direct quid pro gquo, a
seurvy  blackguard, though he has the wirs
end graces of Phil. Stanhope, or Chesterfield,
anhe s now. What de you think them chaps
at the board talk of doing, by way of clineh-
ing my loyalty, at this blessed juncture 2

“ Mo doubt to get you reised Lo the peerage.
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1 2ee nothing so much out of the #ay in the
thing. You are of ope of the oldest families
of England, are the sixth barouet by {oherit-
ance, and have a noble laaded estate, which
is none the woree for prize-meney.  Sir (Ger-
vaise Onkes of Bowlders, would make a very
suitable Lord Bowldero.”

' 1f it were only that, 1 shouldo’s mind {t;
for nothing is easier Lhan to refuse a peerage.
I've done that 1wice already, mnd cao do it
a third time, at need. But onoc can't very
well refuse promotion in his regular profes-
sion; and, here, just 27 o true geatleman would
depend on the principles of an officer, the
hackneyed consciencies of pour courtiers have
auggested the expediency of tiaking Gervaise
Oakes an admiral of the blus, by way of sop —
me, who wai made vicesdmiral of the red,
only six monthe since, and wha teke an bonest

pride in boasting that every i from
1he Jowest to the highest, has been fairly earned
i battle !

“ They think it a more delicate service,
perhaps, for a geatleman to be true to the reign-
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ing house, when o loud an appeal is made to
his natural loyalty ; and therefore elass the self-
conquest with & victory at sea!™

“ They are so many eourt-lubberas and I
should like to have an oppertunity of speaking
iy mind to them. I'N1 not take the new eom-
mission; fer every ome must eee, Dick, that
it 14 & sop”

“ Ay, that's just my notion, teo, sbout the
wed riband; and I'M not tzke that.  Yaou have
had the riband these ten years, have declined
the peerage twite; and their anly chance n the
promotion, Take it you ought, and must,
hawever, ag it will be the means of pushing on
some four o five poor devils, who have been
wedged up ta hunours, in this manner, ever
since they were captaine. I am glad they do
not talk of promoting me, for 1 should hardly
knew how to refuse such a grace. There is
Erekt virtue in porchment, with all us mili-
tary men.” .

“&Ull it must be parchment fairly won.
1 think you wre wrong, aotwithstanding, Blue.
waler, in talking of refusing the riband, which
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is s justly your due, for a dozen differeot
acts. There is not a man in the serviee, =ho
has been less rewarded for what he has done,
thin youtself.

“ [ am sarry to hesr you give this as your
opinion; for, just at this moment I would
rather think that I have o cause of complaint,
in this way, against the reigning family, or its
mindters. I'm aure [ was posted when quite
a young man, sod aince that time ne one has
been lifted over mry head ”

The vicewndmiral looked intently nt his
friend; for never before had he detected o
feeling which betreyed, as he fancied, so set-
tled a determination in him to quit the service
of the powers that were. Acquainted from
boyhoad with all the workings of the other's
mind, he perceived that the rear-ndmiral bad
been endeavouring to pereuade himsell that no
selfish or unworthy motive could be amigned
te an act which he felt o proceed from dis-
interested chivalry, just as be bimmelf broke
out with hia expression of an opinica that na
officer had been less liberally rewarded for his

———e e e e et e
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professional services thaa bis fricnd. While
there is mo greater mystery to a selfish ma-
oager Lthan a mon of disinterested temper-
ament, they who frel and submit 1o generous
impulss understand each other with an in-
stinctive facility. When wny periicular in-
dividual is prone to believe ihat there is a
predominance of good over evil in the world
he inhzbite, it is & sign of incxperienee or of
lmbeclliy ; but when ane eets and reasons as
if ¢ff honour and vietue mre extingt, he fur-
nishes the best possible argument against his
own wadencies and character. It has often
been remarked, that strenger friepdships wre
made betwesn Lhose who have different per-
sonal peculinritics, than between those whose
tameness of fecling and impulses would be less
likely to keep interest alive; but, in &ll cases
of intimacies, there must be great identity of
principler, and even of testes in matiers al all
connected with motives, in order to ensure
retpect among those whose stondard of opinian
is higher then common, ar aympathy among
these with whom it is lower. Such was the

7
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facr a3 rewpecied Admiral Oakes and Blue
water. No 1we men could be less alike in
tempermment, or character, physically, and, in
sorae senscs, marally constdervd 3 but, when it
came to principles, or all Lhose tastes or feel-
ings that are allied to principles, there was »
slrong vative, as well ns woquired effinity.
This uoicn of sentiment was increased by
commion  habits, and professional careers, so
long and so closely united, a8 ta be almost
identical. Nothing was casier, consequently,
than for Sir Gervaise Oakes to comprehend
the warkings of Admiral Bluewater’s mind, as
the latter endeavoured to believe he had been
fairly teeated by the cxisling government. OFf
colrse, the reasoning which passed through
the theughts of Sir Grrvaise on this oecasion
required much less time than we have taken
10 explain ils mature; and, after regarding
hie friend intently, as slrendy related, for a
few seconds, be anawered as follows, & good
deal influenced, vowittingly to himself, with
the wish to check the other's Jacohite pro-
pennities
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I s sorry nat to be able to mgree with
you, Dick,” he said with same warmth. * So
far from thinking you wel! treated by any
ministry these twenty years, I think you have
been very il treated. Your rank you have
beyond & question, for of that o brave officer
can well be deprived in a veguluted service;
but, have you had the commands to which you
are entitied? [ was a commander-imchief
when only a vear-admiral of the blue; and
then how long did I wear a broad pennant
before [ got a flag at ali?”

* You forget how much I have been with
you.  When two serve together, one must
ommand  and the other must obey. So
fur from plaining of these H i
Boards, wnd First Lords, it seems 1o me
thar they have elways kept in wiew the

hollewness of their cleims te the throne, and
have Telt o desite to porchase homest men by
their favours.™

“ Yeu wre the strangest fellow, Dick Blue-
water, it has ever been my lot to fall in with,
D—n me, if I beliave you know elways when
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great hacm, if T did? A man as knows the
use of un onr, may be trusted with sae, even in
a church or an abbey. When your loacur
comes to hear what the dishes was, sp Sir Wy-
cherly's cook had never heard on, you 11 think
it ms great & cur'osity as I do mysedl. T 1 bad
Just leave to oame ‘em over, I think as both
you gentlemen would look at it ar remark-
able”

1 What are they, Gallayge F ™ inquired Blue-
waler, putting one of his long lege over an arm
of the adjeining chain, #n erder to indulge him-
eelf in & yarn with his friend's steward with
grester freedem; for be greatly delighted in
Galleygo's peculinrities, sesing just eoough of
the fellow to fnd amusement, without mnooy-
anee in them. " 170 answer for Sir Gervadse,
who s always a little diffident about boasting
of the superiority of a ship over & house,”

“¥Yet, yaut hodour, that he fs—that is just
ane af Sir Jarvy's weak plints, us a body might
sy Now, | never goes wshore without trim-
ming sharp up, aod juffing athwart every per-
won's hawee I fall in with; which is wa much
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to 44l "em 1 belmpa 1o a flag-ship, wnd & racer,
apd n craft a5 haso't her rqual oo aalt water;
oo disparagement to the bit of buniiog at the
mizzen-top-gellant.mest-head of the Ciar, or
ta the ship thet cwrrieait. i hapes, 4z we are
® well acquainted, Admira! Bleewater, oo
offence will be taken.”

“AWhere nene i meant vone ought to be
taken, my friend.  Now let ue bear your bilt of
fare ™

“ Well, sir, the very first dish [ mentioned
to Mra Larder, Sir Wycherly's cook, was lobs
cour; and, would you believe it gentlemen,
the poor woman bad mever beard of ir! [
began with & light hand, s it might be, just
it to averwhelm her with koowledge at a blaw,
a1 §ir Jarvy captivated the French frigate with
the upper tier of guns, that he might ake her
alive, RKke."

“ And the Iady knew nething of & lobwoous ;
mither of its exsence not opture ?°

““There's no etsetnecs w4 i@ ever put in &
lobacous, besides polaties, Admiral Bluewater ;
thof we make ‘em in the old Planter”—sautice
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for Plantagenel—*in so liquarish & fashion,
you might well think they even had Jamaiky in
‘o, Ny, potatics is the essence of lebsgoas
and & very good thing is a potatic, Sir Jarvy,
when a ship's company has been on salied
aakum for & few months.”

“AWell, what was the next dish the good
woman broke down under P asked the rear-
adeiral, fearful the master might order the
servant Lo quit the rovn ; while he himselll was
anxivus to get rid of any further political dis
CORFDT.

* Woll, sir, she koowed no more of a chew-
der, then if the sea wern't in the neighbour-
houd, and there wern't ruch & thing a8 s fish
in ail Hogland. When T 1alked to her of &
chowder, she gave in, like 2 Spaniard at the
doutth or fifth broadside.”

 Such ignorance is disgracclul, and betokens
= decline in civilization ! But you hoisted out
more knowledge for her benefit, Galleygo—
snall doses of learning are poor things.™

“Yes, your honour; just like weak grog,
burning the priming without stardng the shot.
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Ta be sure 1 did, Admiral Blue, 1 just named
to her burguo, and then 1 meaticaed duffl {4dn.
2lic? dough) to her, but she denied that there
was any such things in the coskery-book. Do
you kaow, Sir Jarvy, as these here shore craft
£¢t theit dinmers as our master gets the sun;
ell put of & boak, as it might be. Awful
tidings, too, gentemen, about the Pretender’s
so0; and T s'pose we shall have to take the
fleet up inte Seotland, as I fancy them ‘ere
wgets will not make much of & hand in setiling
law?”

“ And hare you honoured us with a visit
Just to give ua an casay on dishes, and to tell v
what you intend to do with the Beet?” de-
manded Sir Gervaise, a little more steraly than
he wan accustomed o speak to the ateward.

* Lord bless you, Sir Jarvy, I didn’t dream
af one or Vother | As for telling you, or Ad-
mimml Blue, (80 the seamen used to cal) the
second in rank,) here, anythiog about lobscous,
ur chowder, why it would be carryiog coals to
Wewcastle, 1've fed ye both with all such
artitles when ye wea pothing but young gen-

oL 1 1
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themen: and when you was no longer young
gentlemen, too, but a couple of aprightly luffs
of nineteen.  And ms for moving the fleet, §
knew, well eapugh, that w=ill never hoppem,
witheut aur talking it over in the old Planter’s
cubin; which is 8 much more mat'ral place for
sueh o discourse than any house in England.”

« Muy I tnke the Jiberty of inguiring, then,
what did bring you here 7

“That yeu may, with all my heart, 8ir
Jarvy, for T likes to answer your questions.
My ereand i3 mat to yaur honour this time,
theugh you are my master. Tt's no great
matter, after sll, being just to hond this bit
of & letter over to Admiral Blue.”

“ And whete did thie letter come from # and
tiow did it heppen to fall inta yeur hands®"
demanded Bluewater, lvoking at the super-
seription, the writing of which he wppesred
to recopnise.

“ll. hails from Lun'nun, 1 hears and they
tell me it's to be & grent secret that you've
got it at all, The histary of the mateer i
just this. An officer got in Lo-night, with
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orders for us, earrying sail as hard ws his
shay would bear. 1t seems he fell In with
Master Atwood, s he made hiz landfall, and,
being fnted with that gentl y e just
-h:pped out his orders, aud sent em off to
the right man.  Thea he laid his course foc
the landing, wishing 1o get aboard of the
Dublin, o =hich he is ordered, but falling
i with our barge, a3 1 landed, he wanted
o know tie whereaway of Admiral Blue, here ;
believing hint to be aflcal. Bome ‘un telling
bim a8 I was & friend wnd servant of both
admirals, as it might be, he tumed himself
ovtr to me for advice. So ] promised to de.
Lver the letter, as 1 had & thousand afare,
and koowed the way of doing such things;
and he gives me the letter, under special
orders, like: that ia to say, it was to be
handed to the rear-admiral an it might be
under the lee af the mizzco-stay-sail, or in
& privete fawhion. Well, gentlemen, you bath
koows T underatund that, toa, and 6o I under-
took the job.™

“And I have got to be 5o insignificant
Ll
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persen thet § pass for no one, in your diseri-
winating mind, Master Galleygo!™ exclnimed
the vice-admiral, sharply. [ have suspected
as much these Bve-and-twenty years”

“Lotd bless you, Sic Jarvy, how flag-offi-
cers will make mistakes sometimen! They 're
mortal, 1 says 1o the prople of the palley,
and heve their appetites false, just like the
young gentlemen, when they get athwart-inwse
of a body, T says. Now, I count Admiral
Blue wnd yourself pretty much as one mam,
weing that you keep Ffew, or no secrets from
vachother. I know'd ye both as young gentle-
men, and then you loved one another like
twina; ead then I know'd ye as lufs, when
ye'd walk the deck the whale watch, spinning
yarns; and then I know'd ye s Fillardees
and Arrestee, though ave pillow might have
snswered for both; wad as For Arceal, T never
know'd either of ye to get into that serape.
As for telling & secret to one, T've alweys
looked wpon it as pretty much wlling it to
' other.”

The two ndmirals exchanged glances; and
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the look of kindness that rach met in the eyes
of his friend removed every sbadow that had
bero cagt athwart their feeliogs by the pre
rious discourse.

“That wil} do, Galleyge,™ returned Sir Ger-
raise, mildly, “ You're a good fellow in the
main, thaugh a villancusly rough one”™

“A bittte of old Boreus, Sir Jarvy,” inter.
rupted the steward, with a geite smile; * but
it blows harder al sea than it does ashore.
These chaps on Jaod ar's’t battened down and
caplked for such weather as we sona of Nep-
' is ghligsted to faca.™

"Quite true, and so pood night ! Admiral
Bluewnter and myself wish ta confer together
for half an hour.  All that it is proper for you
to koow ahall be commynicated angther time.”

“Good night! and God blesa your hongur.
Oood night! Admiral Blue. We Lhree ia the
men g3 can keep any sectet as ever floated,
let it draw a8 much water as it pleasss,”

Bir Gervaise Owkes stopped in his walk,
and gazed at his friend with manifest interesr,
¢ he perceived thet Admical Bluewater wos
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rutning over his letter for the third time.
Being now without a witness, he did not hesi-
tate to express his apprehensions.

" Tis na I feared, Dick I™ he eried. = That
letter is from some prominent partisan of Ed-
ward Stomet 2"

The rear-admizal wrned hiz eyes on the
face of his friend, with an expression thae was
diflicult to read, and then he ran over the
cootents of the epistle, for the fourlh tise.

WA set of precious rascals they are, Ger-
vaise !" at length the rear-udmiral exclaimed.
“IF the whale court was culled, I question
if enough honesty could be found to ieaven
one puritan seoundecl  Tell me if you know
this hand, Oskea P Y question il you ever saw
it before™

The superseription of the tetter was held out
ta Sir Gervaise, who, after a close exnmination,
declared himself unncquainted with the writing:

“ [ thought ns much,” resumed Bluewater,
carefully tearing the signature from the bottom
aof the page, gnd Lurning it in a candle; et

this disgracefui part of the secret die, at Jeast.
The fellow who wrete chis hoe put * confiden-
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tial" at the top of his miserable serawl; and
amost confident scoundrel he is far his paios.
Bawever, no man has 2 right to threst himaglf,
in Lbis rude manner, between me and my oldest
friend ; and least of 2ll will } comsent 1o keep
this picee of treachery from your knowledge.
1 do more than the rascal metite in conceal-
ing hix name; nevertheless, { shull nat deny
myself the pleasure of sending him such an
answer as he deserves. Read that, Oakes,
and then say if keelhauling would be too good
for the writer.”

Bir Gervaise took Lhe letter in silence, though
oot withaut great surprise, sod began to peruse
. As he proceeded the colour mounted to
his temples, and once he dropped his hand,
te cast a look of wonder and indignation L=
wards his companion. That the reader may
iz how much oecasion there was for both these
feelings, we shall give the communication en-
tite.  Fu was couched in the following words :—

 IDesn AoMiRaL BLTEWATER,
“Qur ancicnt friendship, and I am proud
to add, affinity of Lleod, unite in inducing me
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te wrile B Iine., at Lhis interesting momeat.
Qf the resull of this rash experiment of
the Pretender's son, na prudent man can co-
tertain w deubt.  Sill, the boy may give us
some trouble, befare he s disposed of altoge
ther. We look to all our friends, therefare, for
their mast eflicient exertions, mnd mast prudent
co-operation.  (In you, every reliznce is placed;
and I wish I could sy as much fur erery Hog-
afficer affpat.  Some distrust — unmerited, [
sincerely hope — exiats in a very high nuarter,
rouching the loyalty of & certain commander-ine
chief, wha is 3o completely under your oherva-
tion that i1 is felt enaugh ia done in hinting Lhe
fact, 10 oue of your political tendencies. The
king said, this morning, ! Vell, dere jsht Blue-
wvater; af fitm we are shure sshi of ter swn’
You atand excellenuy well there, to my great
delight 3 mad { need only aay, be watchful snd
prompt.

W Yours, with the mosl sincere faith and

| iy dear Bl y &t ke,

o Mewr=dmiral Bloewsier,”

“ P8~ have just heard that they have
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“nt you the red riband. The king himself
w5 in this”

When Sir Gervaise had perused this precious
epislle to himself, be read it lowly, and in a
feady, cleer vaice, aloud. When he had
ended, he dropped the paper, and atood gazing
at his friend.

" One would think the fellow some exyuinite
wlirist,” said Bluewater laughing. * fam
be vigilant, and sec that you do not mutiny,
u0d run sway with the Seet ta the Highlands
one of these fopgy morniogs! Carry it up
ioto Seotland, ny Galleygo bas it! Now, what
is your opinion of that letter 7

“That all courtiers are knaves, and all
princes ungrateful. I whould think my loyalty
to the good camse, if not to the ran, the last
in England to be suspected.”

“ Nor ia it suspected in the amallest degree.
My Yfe on it, peither the Teigning monarch
oar his canfidentis! servants are such arrant
dunces as 10 be guilty of so much weaknass,
No, this masterly move is jntended to secure
e, by creating a confidence that they think

L5

"
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ne generous-minded man waeld betrey. Bt ia
a hook, delicately baited to eateh n gudgeon,
and net an order to watch a whale™

*Can the seoundrels be s mean ; nay, dare
they be so bold ! They must have koown
you would show me the letter,” -

“Neot they. They have remsoned on toF
course a8 they would on their own. Nothing
calchen a wesk man sooner than a pretended
confidence of this neture; and I daze cay this
Llackguard rates me just high enough te fancy
[ mey be duped in this fliomy manmer.  Put
your mind at rest; Hing George knows he
may confide in you, while I think it pro-
balle J am distrusted.”

“1 hape, Dick, you da nol suepect my dis-
cretion! My own seeret would not be half w
sacred with me.”

“1 know that full well.  Of you I enterisio
no distrust, either in heart or hend ; of wywell
I 2m not quite so certain,  When we feel we
da oot always reaton ; and there is es much
feeling as anything ¢lse in this metter.”

“Not a line is there, in ali my despatehes,
that goes to etray the slightest distrusy of me,
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or soy oot ele.  You sre spoken of, but it
is io = mancer to gratify you, rather than Lo
alarm.  Take and read them all; Iintended
to show them to you as moon ae we had get
through with that corsed diseussion.”

AsSir Gervaise concluded he threw the whele
package of letterw on the table, before his friend.

% It will be time enough when you summon
we regularly to & council of war” returned
Bluewater, laying the letlers gently aside.
“ Perhaps we had better sheep on this affwir;
in the moming we shall meet with codler heads,
and jost &s warm hearts.”

“ Good night, Dick,"” said Sir Gervaise, hold-
ing out Bolh hands for the other to shake 2s he
pazsed him, in quittiog the room.

+ Good pight, Gervaise: let this miserallc
devil go everboard, aad think na mare of him.
P have Lalf & mind to ask you for 2 leave, to-
marrod, just (o run up te Londen, and cut off
his gars.”

Sir Gervaise taughed snd nodded hiz head,
wnd the twa friends parted, with feclings as
lind as ever had distinguished their remarkalide
career,
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CHAPTER VL

Look te't, think aa™, | do nor uss is jeat,
Thurstay is near; fay baod o heart, adri
An' you be mine, 1711 give yoo to my friend ;

An' you be oo, hang, beg, sarve, die i* the nreew.

’ ) Romes ead Jutit,

Wocneconne Hacw bad most of the pevuliari-
tiea of & bachelor's dwelling in its interna! go-
vernment; nor was it in any sanner behiod, of
it might e hetter to aay, befare the age, in its
modea and customs connected with jollifications.
When its master relaxed & litle, the servanmy
quite umiformly imitated his example,  Sir
Wocherly kept a plentiful table, and the s~
vanls’ hall fared nearly as well as the dining-
rown ¢ the single article of wine excepted. In
liew of the later, however, was an unlimited
allowanee of doulle-lrewed ale; and the differ-
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ence in the potations was far more in the
name than in the quality of the beverages. The
watter drank port: for in the middle of the
tast century few Englishmen had better wine;
and port, too, that was by no means of & very
remarkable delicacy, but which, like these who
used it, was rough, honest, and strong; while
the servant had his malt liquor of the very high-
el stamp and fAavour.  Brtween indifferent
wine apd excellent ale the distance ia oot in-
terminable; and Sir Wycherly's hausehold was
well aware of the faet, having frequently
jostituted intelligent practicsl comparisans, by
meand of which all but the butler and Mra.
Lardet had come to the conclusion to stand by
the home-brewad.

Dn the present occasion, not a soul in the
house wag ignorant of the reason why the baro-
net was making & night of it. Every wam,
woman, and child, in or about the Hail, was =
devated pattisan of the hause of Hanover ; and
a1 soont ae {t was understacd that thie feeling
way to b manifested by drinking “ Suecess 1o
King George, and (lod bless him ! ™ on 1he one
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side; and * Confusion to the Preteader end his
mad son " oo the other; all woder the roof
entered into the duty with a zeal that might
have scated a usurper on a throne, if polations
could do it

When Admiral Bleewater, therefore, left the
chamber of his friend the wigns of wnirth and of
a reguler debauch were so very abvious, that a
Tittle curtosity to watch the result, and o disin-
clination to go off o bis ehip 8o seon, united to
induce him t¢ descend into the rooms below,
with n view to get n maore accurate knowhedge
of the condition of the | hald. In ing
the great hell, to enter the drowing-roam, he
encountered Galleygo, when the following dis-
sourse took place.

“ 1 should think the muster-at.arma has not
done his duty, end dowsed the glim below,
Munter rd,” =aid the roira, in his
quiet way, as they met; *the luughing, and
winging, aad biccupping, are all wpon a very
liberal seale for a respectable country house”

Galleygoe touched the loek of hair on his fure
head with one lbend, and gove his trousers a
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slue with the otler, before he answered ; which
he soon did, however, though with a voice a
Jiztle thicker then was wsual with lim, on ae-
count of his having added a draught or Lwo te
thowe be had taken previowsly to wisiting Sir
Gervain's dressing-room; and which said addi-
tional drsught or two had produced some such
effect on his system as the fresh drop produces
on the cup that is already full,

“That’s just it, Admiral Blue,” returned
the steward, in pasing good-humour, though
still saber enough to maintsin the deceories,
after his own fashion; *that's just it, your
bonour, They *ve passed the word Lelow to
let the lights stand for further orders, and hase
tmed the haads up for 2 frolie.  Such ale as
they haa stowed in the lower hold of this hause,
ke leaguers in the ground-tier, it docs & body's
heart good to conter'plate.  AlL hands is bows-
ing up their jibs on i, sir, and the old Hall
will soon be currying a8 much sail as she can
stagger utder.  It's nothing Lat logpse-away
and sheet. home.™

" Ay, ay, Galleygo, thin may be well enough
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for the people of the houschold, if Sir Wych-
erly allows it; but it ill becomes the servants
of guests to fall into this disorder. 17 ] find
Tom has done anything smiss, he will hear
wore of it; and ax your own master is not here
td admonish you, 170 just take the liberty of
deing it for him, since I know it would mortify
him exceedingly to learn that his steward hacd
doae anything to disgrace himself.”

4 Lard bleas your dear soul, Admiral Blue,
ke just a5 maoy libertize a8 you think i, and
I'll never pocket ote on 'em. I koow'd you
when you was only & young gentleman, and
oW you 're s rear.  You're dlose on our heels
ard by the time we are 2 full edoviral, you 'l
e something like & viee. I looks upon you as
bone of vur bone, and Besh of our flesh,—Pi-
lardees snd Arrestecs—and [ no more minds &
setling-down from your honour than I Joes
from Sir Jarvy hisself"

®1 believe that is trze enough, Galleyge;
bt take my advice, and knock off with the ale
for to-night.  Can you tell me how the lapnd
liee with the rest of the compang ?™
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“You couldn't have asked o betler persam,
Four honour, #s I *ve just been passing through
2l the rooms, from a sort of habit [ has, sir;
for, d 'ye see, T thought I waa in the old Planter,
and that it was my duty to overlook everylhing
as usual. The last pull at the ale put that
Botion o my head, but it's gore gow, and 1
ser how matteras = Yos, @i, the meinmast of
a thutch iso't atiffer and wore cormect-like than
my judgment is st this bleascd moment. Sic
Wycherly gur' me a glass of his bluck-strap,
s §ran through the dicing-room, and told ma
to drink *Confusion to the Pretender,” which I
did with hearty goodwill ; but his liquar will
a¢ more lay alongside of the ale they *ve down
oo the orlop tham a Frenchmwan will compare
with an Englishman.  What's your opinion,
Admirsl Blue, consarning this cruise of the
Pretender’s son up io the Highlands of Scot-
[and ™

Bloewater pave & quick distrustful glance
1t the steward, for ke knew that the fellow was
half hie time 3n the guter cabin and pantries of
the Plantagenet, and he could not tell how
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much of his many private dislogues with Sir
Gervaise might have been overheard.  Meeting
with nothing bul the unmeaning expression of
ane half-seasover, his uneasiness instantly snb-
sided.

“ 1 think 3t n gallant eoterprise, Galleygo,”
he snswered, too manly even Lo feign what he
didd not betieve ; ** but I fear, as a cruise, it will
not bring much prive-moniey.  You have for-
gotten yon were sbout to tell me how the land
lies.  Sir Wycherly, Mr. Dutton, Mr. Rother-
ham, are still at the 1ble, 1 fancy—are these
alt? What have become of the twe young
gentlemen 7

“There™ none wshore, sir,” seid Galleygo
prompily: accustomed to give that eppeliation
only to midshipmen.

“T meen the twa Blr, Wychecombes; ane
of whom, I had forgot, is netually an officer.”

Y Yeu, sir, and a most porticler fine oficer
lie i3, as evershody sapr  Well, mr, Ae’s with
the Yadies ; while his namesake has gone back
to the table, end has put luff upon 1off, tw
fetch op leeway."”
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“ And che ladics—what have they done with
themselves, in this scene of noisy revelry 27

“They s in yonder state-room, your ho-
sour, As s00n as they found how the ship
wa heading, like all women-craft, they both
makes For the best harbour they equld run
inlo. Yes, they s yonder.”

As Galleypo pointed te the doar of the room
be meant, Bluewater proceeded towards it,
parting with the steward after o few more
wands of customery, but very useless caution.
The 1ap of the edmiral was snawered by Wy-
cherly in perton, who opened the door, and
wade way for his soperior to enter, with a
rapectful obeisance. There was but a single
ciodle in the little parlasr, in which the two
females had taken refuge from the increasing
toise of the debauch: and this wis due to &
pous expedient of Mildeed, in extinguishing
the ochers, with a view to conceal the traces
af tears that were still visible on her own and
ber mothers cheeks. The rear-admiral was,
at sty struck with this comparative obacurity ;
but it soon appeared to him appropriate to the
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feelings of the parly assembled in the roum.
Mre Dhutton received him with the case she
had acquired in her early Tife, and the mecting
passed as & metter of course, with persaas tem=
porarily residiog wnder the same roof.

“Qur frieads appear to be enjoying them-
selves” said Bluewater, when a shout from the
diving-room foreed itself on the sars of all
present.  * The loyalty of Sir Wycherly seems
to be of proof”

*{h! Admiral Bluewster,” excldmed the
distressed wife, fecling, momentarily, getting
the better of discretions “do you—ean you
call such a desecration of God's image enjoy-
ment 2

#Not justly, perhaps, Mrs. Dutten; and
¥¢t it is what millions wmistake for it This
mode of celebrating any great event, and cven
of illustruting what we think cur principles,
#y [ fear, a vice not only of cur age, but of
our countey.”

“And yet, neither you, nor Sir Lervajme
Oskes, T see, find it necessary to give such o
proaf of your attachment to the house of Han-
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nver, or of your teadinesa to serve it with your
tire aod persons.”

“You will remember, my good lady, that
both Oakes and myself are Aag-officers in com-
mynd, and it would never do for us to fall
iats 2 debauch in sight of cur awn ships 1
un glad to see, however, that BMr. Wyche.
cmbe, bere, prefers such society an [ find him
iz, to the pleasures of the table.”

Wycherly bowed, and Mildred cast ap ex-
premsive, Dot to say prateful glance towards
the speaker ; but her mother pursued the dia-
eounie, in which she found a lutle relief to
ber suppressed emation.

“God be thanked for that!™ she exelaim-
d, half. b af the interp ion that
eight be put on het words; ** ail that we have
wen of Me. Wychecombe would lead us ta
helieve that this is not an unveusal, or an acel-
dental forbearance,”

" S0 much the mare fortunate for him. 1

wogratulate you, young sir, on this tHumph
of principle, or of temperament, or of both.
Webelong to & prafession in which the botile
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is an ehemy more to be leared than any that
the king can give us. A sailor can call in no
ally as efficient in subduing this mertal foe
as wn intelligent and cultivated miod. The
man who really thinks much seldom drimds
much; but there are hours, nay, wecks and
wanths of idleness in & ship, in which the
teanplation to reaort 1o wnoatural excitement
in quest of pleasure, is too strong for minds,
that are not well fortified, 1o resist. This is
particularly the case with commandere, who find
themzelven isclated by their rank, aod oppressed
with responsibility, iu the privacy of their own
<abing, and get lo make » compsnion of the
bottle, by way of weeking celief from uncam-
fortable thoughts, and of creating & soclely
of their own, I deem the critical peried of a
sailor’s life to be the first fow years of solitary
command.”

“How true!  how true!" murmured Mre
BDurton. * O ! that culter—that cruel cutter I

The truth’ fashed upon the recollection of
Bluewater at this unguarded, end isstantly-
eegretted exclamation,  Many years before,

" 4 ooly a captain himself, he had been a
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member of & court-martial which cashicred a
liewtenant of the pame of Dutton, far grievous
misconduet, while in commend of & cotter—
the fruits of the bottle. From the brst, he
thought the name familiar to him; but o
many similar things had happened in the course
of Forly years' service, that this particular in-
cident had been partially lost in the vbseurity
of time. It was now completely recalled, how-
erer; and that, too, with all its attendant
ek The recellection served to give
the reat-admiral renewed iotersst in the un.
happy wife and lovely dsughter of the miser.
able delinguent. He had been applicd ta, at
the time, for bis intercst in effecting the re-

storation of the guilty afficer, or even to pro-
eure for him the hopeless station he pow
actuslly oceupied ; but he had steroly refused
to e & party in placing any man in wuthority
who was the victim of a propensity that not
only disgraced limaelf but which, in the pe-
culiar paosition of & sailer, equally jeoparded
the hanour of the canntry, and risked the lives
of all around him. He wan aware that the
last applieation had been successful, by means

d

i
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of & court influence i was very unusual le
exert in cascs so insignificant ; and, theo, he
had, for years, dost sight of the crimingl and
his fortunes. Thia unexpeeled revival of his
old iinpressions, caused him Lo feel Jike am
sneient friend of the wife and daughter; for
well could he recall a scenc be had with both,
in which the struggle Letween Dis humanivy
and hia principles had been so violent ns ae-
tually to reduce him to teara. Blildred had
forgotten the name of this perticular cfficer,
having Been mercly o child; but well did Mrs.
Puuan remember ity and with fear and trem-
bling had she come that day to meet him at
the Hall.  The first look setisfied bec that she
wes furgotten, amd she had stroggled herself o
bury in oblivion a sceur which wea one of- the
most painful of her life. ‘The unguerded ex-
piresaion mentioned, enlirely changed 1he stute
of affairs.

“ Mrs. Duttan,” said Bloewster, kisdly
taking a hand of the distressed wife, = § belicve
we are old feiendn; if, wfter what has pessed,
you will allow me 20 Lo conaider myself”
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“Ah! Admird Bluewnler, my memory need-
ed oo ndmeonisher to tel) we thad.  Your sympa-
thy and kinduess sre as prateful to me, now,
ns they were in Lhat dresdfu) moment, when
we et before.”

“And I had the pleasure of sesing this
young lady, more than once, on that unples-
sant ocezsion.  This wccounts for & fancy that
bas fairly haunted me throughout Lthe day ; for,
frowm the jonsot my eye fell on Min Mildred
it struck me that the face, xnd wost of all i1e 2=
pression, was familiar te me. Certainly, it iv not
& counlenance, ence seen, eanily to be fargoiten.™

“ Mildred was then but u child, sir, and
your recollection must hure been u fancy, ine
deed, as children of her age seldom make any
lasting impression on the mind, particularly in
the way of features”

I is ot Lhe features thut I recognine, but
the expression ; and that, ¥ oeed oot tell the
young lady's mather, js an expression not so
very emily forgotten. T dure sy Mr. Wyche-
eombe is ready enough to vauch for the truth
of what [ eay.”

o L l
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v Hark [ exclaimed Mre Dutton, who was
sengitively alive to any indication of the pro-
gress of the debauch.  #There is great con-
fusion io the dining-room | I hope the gea-
tlemen are of one mind se respects this rising
in Sentlend [

“Tf there in a Jacobite amoog them be will
have & warm lime of ity with Sir Wychery,
hix nephew, and the vicar; all three of whom
are raging livus, in the way of loyalty. There
does, indeed, seem somelhing out of the wey
for those sounde, I should think, are the feet of
servante running to and fro.  {f the servanta’
hall ia in the condition I suapect, it will ma
much need the aid of the parlour as the par-
lour can puwsibly—"

A tap at the door eaused Bluewater to crase
speaking; and ms Wycherly threw open the
entrapce Galleygo appeared an the threshald,
Ly thie time reduced Lo the pecessity of holdisg
un by the casings.

“ Well, vir,” said the rear-adtsiral, steroly;
for he was np longer disposed to tafle with
sy of the cropulous set; *f well, wir, what jm-
pertinence has now brought you here *
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“ No impettinence at all, your honaur; we
carries noog of that in the old Plaoter. There
being: oo young gentlemen hereabouts to -
port proceediogs, 1 thought 17°d just step in
and do the duty with my awn tongue, We
bas w0 @eny reports in our cabin, that there
wn't a0 officer in the feet that can make 'em
better as myself, oir”

% Thete ate a hundred who would spend
fewer worde ot wnything.  What is your busi.
nexs 7

“Why, air, just to teport one Bag atruck,
sod & commander-in-chief on his beam-endu”

“ Good God | Nothing has happened to
Sir Gervaise 7 Spesk, fellow, or I'D have
you sent out of this Babel, wnd off 1o the
shiy, though it were midnight.”

“ft be preity much that, Admiral Blug,
or past siz bulls, as any coe may see by the
hip's clock oo the great companion ladder;
rix bells, going well ao to seven—""

“ Your business, ir | What has happened
ta Sir Cervnise 7™ repeated Bluewater, shaking
tis long fore-finger menacingly at the steward,

w3



244 THE TWO ADMIRALS.

“Weare ax well, Admiral Blur, s the bour
wt came over the Planters mide. Bir JFarvy
will carry sail with the best on ‘e, E "H an-
swer for it, whether Lhe ship floats in old Port
Oporto, or in & brewer's val.  Let Sir Jarvy
alone for them tricks; he wasn't & young
gentleman for nothing.”

“ Have & moment's palience, sir,” put e
Wycherly, “and I will go mysell and ascer-
o the truth.”

“1 shall make but avvther inguiry,” cob.
tinued Admirel Bluewster, as Wycherly Icft
Lhe Toom.

“Why, d'ye see, your honour, ald Sir
Wycherly, whe s commander.io-chief aloog
shore here, hav capuized, in consequence of
carrying sail koo hard in compasy with younge
craft, and they 're now warping bim inle dock
to be uverhauled

“ Iy thie &li? That wes & result te be
expected, in such & debauch. You need nar
have put oo 8o omincus & fece for thiv, Gal-

leygo™
“ Nuy #in, 50 1 thought muyself; aod T only
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ied 1o loak s melancholy as & young gen-
teman whe is sent below to report a top-
gullunt-maat over the side, or a studding-sail-
boom gone in Lhe iron. D' ye remember the
time, Admiral Blue, when you thought to Tuff
up oo the old Plaoter's westher-qunrter, wad
get between her and the Freach minety on
three decks, and bow your stu'n-sails weot,
ane a'tct ancther, just like so many mausher~
rooma bresking in peeling 7

Gulleygo, whe was apt ta draw his images
from hin two trades, might heve talked on an
hour without intetruption, for, while he was
utiering the above seotenee Wycherly returp-
ed, and reported that their host was seriously,
errn dangerously il While doing the ho-
wourn of his table he had been neized with o
ft, which the vicar, & noted threebattle man,
femred won apoplexy. Mr. Rotherham had
bled the patient, who was alrendy n iittle
better, and an express had been sent for a
medical man.  Aa a matter of course, the con-
vives had left the 1able, and alarm was frght-
ening the wervants ioto sobriety. At Mre
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Dutton’s eamest request, Wycherly imooedi-
ately left the room again, forcing Gallevgo
out before him, with a view to get more accu-
rate information concerning the baromet’s reel
situation ; bath the mother and davghter fael-
ing a real afection for Sir Wycherly, the kind
old man having won their bearts by his habi-
tual benevolence, and n constanl corcero for
1heir welfare.

“ Sic tramit gloriz mundi,” muttered Ad-
miral Bluewaler, as he threw his fall pemon
in his own careless manner, on & chair, in 2
durk comner of the room. ' This Lerotet has
fallen from hie throne in . mament of secming
prasperity and revelry : why may pot another
o the same 7™

Mre Dutton heard the voice without dis
tinguiching the wonly, and she felt distrrsaed
e the jden that one whom she o much respeat-
ed und loved might be judged of harshiy, by
a man of the rexr-admiral's character.

“ Gir Wytherly is one of the kindeat-hearted
men Lresthing,” she aafld, o little herriedly ;
“and there is nat » better landlord in Eng-
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iodulgenec at table, more than is custamary
with pentlemen of his stetion. His logalty
bas, mo doubt, carried him this evening far-
ther than was prudent, or than we could have
wished *’

*1 have every disposition to Lbhiok favour-
Wiy of our poor host, my dear Mre. Dutton ;
and we peamen are not accustomed to judge &
fon vivant oo harshly”

Ak ! Adwiml Bluewater, you, whe have s
wide-spread a reputation for esbriety and cor-
reet deportment | VWell do I remember haw T
trembled wheno I heard your name mentioned ax
one of the leading members of that dreadfcl
vourt,”™

*You let your recollections dwell too much
on these unpleasant subjects, Mes, Dutton; and
i should Tike 1o see your setting an example of
greater cheerfulnena to your aweet daughter. T
could not befciend you, then, for my cath and
wy duly were both against it; but, aow, \here
esiats no pouible rewon why I should not;
while there does exiut wlmost every possible
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disposition why I should. Thiv sweet child
interests me in & way I can hardly deseribe,”
Mre, Dutton was silent and thoughtful. The
years of Admiral Bluewater did not absolutely
forbid hiv regarding Mildred's extreme beauty
with the eyes of ordinary admiration; but his
language, and most of all, his character, ought
to repel the intrusive suipicien, 5tll Mildred
was aurpassingly lovely, and men were surpass-
ingly weak in eatters of love. Many a hero
had passed & youth of self.command and dis-
cretion to consumaale some set of exceeding
folly, of this very nature, in the decline of life;
sod Litter #xperience hiad taught her to be dis
trustful. Nevertheless, she could not, 2t once,
bring hernelf ta think ill of one whose charcter
she had 20 long respected ; mpd with all the
rear-edmiral's directness of wmanmer, there was
»o much reil and feeling delicacy, blended with
the breeding of n gentleman.like sailor, that it
was not ey to suppose he had any ather mo-
tives than those he saw fit to avow. Mildred
had made many a friend by a sweeiness of
countenance, that wis even more winoing than
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ber groeral bewuty of face and form was at-
tnative: and why should oot this respectable
ald seamian be of the number.

Thin train of thought was interrupted by the
widden and unwelcome wppearance of Dutton.
He bad just returned from the bedside of Sir
Wycherly, and now came to seek hin wife and
deaghter, to bid them prepare to enter the
chariat, which was in waiting to convey them
bome. The miserahle man was not intoxicated
io the gense which deprives & man of the use of
wpeech and limbe; bat he had drunk quite
tnough 10 awaken the demon withio bim, and
ta lay bare the secrets of hin true character. IF
angthing, his nerves were better strung than
wrmmot ; but the wine had stirred up all the
wergies of a being whose resolutions seldom
tock the direction of correct feeling, ar of Hght
doing. The darkness of the room, and & slight
wofusion which nevertheless existed iz hin
brain, prevented him from ocoticing the person
of his superior, sented, ws the latter was, in the
dark comner ; and be believed himsell once more

done with those who were so completely de-
u G
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pendent on his merey, and who had 0 long been
the subjects of his brutality and tyrency.

“I hope Sir Wycherly s better, Dutton 7™
the wife commenced, fearful that her hushand
might expost himself and her, before he was
aware of the presence in which he stood. ** Ad-
miral Bluowater is an ansious as w2 are our-
selven to know his real state™

" Ay, you women are s}l pity and fecling for
baroncts and rear-admirals,” aoawered Dutton,
throwing himsell rudely inte a chair, with hia
back towardy the atranger, in kn attitude com-
pletely to exclude rhe latter from his view;
“ while & husband, or father, might die = hus-
drod denthn, knid nat draw = look of pity from
your benutiful eyes, or u kind word frem your
devilish 1ongues.”

n Neither Mildred nor T merit this from you,
Duttan [

“ Mg, you're both perfection; Lke mother,
like chitd. Havan't 1 been fifty times ab death's
door with this very complaint of Sir Wyeher-
Iy's, and did either of you ever send for o
apothecary, even ? ™
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“ You have bero occarionally indisposed,
Datton, but never apoplectic, wnd we have
dways thought a litle aleep would restore you ;
&, indeed, it always has”

“What business had you to MAiak? Ser-
geans think, and medicel men, and it was your
duty to send for the nearest professional man,
i loak afier one you're bound bath ta honour
ad ghey. You are your aws mistress, Marths,
I 4o suppose, io & certain degree; and what
an't be cured mvat be eodured; but Mildred
inmy child ; and I'1l have her respect and love,
if [ break both your hearts in order 1o ger at
them.'

“A plaus deughter alwayn respects her pa-
reat, Putton,” naid the wife, trembling from
bead ta foats * but love must come willingly,
or it will got come at all”

“We'll nee as to that, Mirs. Martha Eatton;
wi'll see ap to that. Come hither, Mildred ;
| hare & word to say io you, which may
will be axid at once.”

Mildred, trembling like her mother, drew
veae ; but with a feeling of filial picty, thar
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oo harshoess could entiredy smother, she felt
anzious Lo prevent the father from further
exposing himself, in the preseace of Admiral
Bluewaler. With this view, then, and with
this ¥iew poly, she summoned Grmness encugh
o speak.

' Father,” she aaid, "had we not better
defer our family matters until we are alone 2

Under  ordinary circumetances Bluewater
would not have waited for so palpable n hict,
for he would have retind on the firsl appear-
soce of anything s dissgreeable & 3 misuo-
derstanding between man and wife. But, an
ungovernable intereat in the lovely girl, who
stood trembling at her fether's knee, caused
him te forget his habitual delicacy of feeling,
and te everlock what might perhaps be termed
almost & law of scciety. Tustead of mowing,
therefore, n2 Mildred had both hoped end ex-
pected, he remained motiooless in his seaL
Dutten's mind was tov obiuse to comprehend
hie daughter’s ailusions, in the ab af oeu-

lar evidence of & stranget's presence, and his
wrath was toa much excited to permit him to
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thivk much of anything but bis cws cunses
of indigmation.

“ Stand mare in front of me, Mildred™ be
mywered wogrily,  + More before my face, as
beenmes one who don't know her duty o her
mrenty and oeeda be Laught i1

40k ! Dutton,™ exclaimed the afilicted wife;
“do not—do oot —wcruse Mildred of being
edwtifid I You know not what you say—
know pot her obliga'— you canoot knaw her
Marfy or you would pot use these cruel impu-
lutigps ! ™

“Silence, Mrs. Martha Duiton—my busi-
bess in pot with you, al present, but with thia
foung Ludy, to whom, I bepe, I may presume
tn ypeak u little plainly, an she ia my own
diild.  Silence, then, Mra Marthe Dutton.
Il wy memory ia wot treachergus, you once
#ood up before Qod's altar with me, and
there vowed to love, hooour, aod obey.  Ven,
that was the word ; obey, Mra. Martha Dot
tog.”

“and what did you promise, wt the seme
time, Frank 7 exclaimed the wife, from whose
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bruised spirit this implied nocusation was torn
n an agony of meatal suffering.

" Nothing but what [ have honestly and
manfully pecformed. [ promiscd to provide
for you: to give you food and raiment; te
et you bear my name, and stand before the
watld in the honoursble tharacter of hoaest
Frank Dutton's wife.”

* Hoooutable ! murmured the wife, loud
enough te be heard by both the admiral sod
Mildred, and yet in a fone se smothered as
to elude the obtuse eente of hearing, that long
excess had Jeft her husband. When this ex-
pressive word had broken out of her vcry

hegrt, however, she ded in

her voice, and sinking into a chair, conmh'd

het face in her hands, in silence.

“ Mildred, come hither,” resumed the bru-
talized parent.  © Fow wre my daughter, and
whatever others have promieed st the aliay,
and fargotten, a law of neture teacha you o
obey me. You have two sdminrs, either of
whonm you ought to be glad to secure, though
there is » grent prefercoca between them—'"
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“ Father !” exclaimed Mildred, every feeling
of ber seositive nuture revolting ul this coarse
alludon ta a copnexion, and to ==ntiments
that she was mocustomed Lo view as Ilmung the
most acred and private of her moral being
“ Surely, you cannot mean what you say ™

“Like mother, like child! Let but dis
vhedience and disrespect get possession of w
wify, and they wr¢ certain to run through o
whole family, even thaugh there were m doxgn
children ! Hark'ee, Miss Mildred, it 1 you
wha don't happen ta know what you say, while
I understand myself sa well as most parents.
Your mother would never acquaint you with
what [ feel il 8 duiy Lo put plainly before your
judgment ; and, therefore, 1 expect you Lo
listrn a8 becomes & dutiful wnd sfectionate
child. You can secure either of these young
Wychecombes, and either of them would be
u good match for a poor, disgraced, sailing-
master's daughter,”

“Father, 1 shall sink thraugh the fAoor
if you say monther word in this eruel manner &

“Noy, dear; you'ldl neither wink nor swim,
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unless it be by making w bed or & good
choiee.  Mr. Thomas Wychecombe ju Sir
Wycherly's heir, and must be the pext ba-
ronet, and possessor of this estate.  Of course
he iv much the best thing, and you ought to
give him & preference.”

“Dutton, cas you, as a father apd o Chris-
tian, give such hemrtless counsel to your own
child 2" exclaimed Mre Dutton, inexpressibly
shocked at the want of principle, as well as at
the want of feeling discovered in her husband's
wivice.

“ Mrs. Marths Dutlon, T can: and believe
the vounsel to be anythiog but heartless, too.
Do you wish your daeughter to be the wife of
& miserable signal-station keeper, when she
may become Lady Wychecombe, with o Lttle
prudent ¥ and the mi: af this
capital ald house, und noble estave 77

“ Father | father I" interrapted Mildred,
soathingly, though ready to sivk with shame
at the idea of Admiral Bluewaters being an
anditer of such & conversation ; * you farget

yaurself, and overlook my wishes. There is
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Yittle probability of Mr. Fhomuas Wychecotbe's
ever thinking of me as a wife—ar, iodeed, of
any ooe elee's entertaining such thoughta™

% That will turn qut pa you menage matiers,
8illy.  Mr. Thomas Wychecormbe does not
think of you ws & wift, quite lkely, just at
this moment; but the largest whales are taken
by mtans of very amall hines, when the last
are properly handled. This young lieutenant
would have you lo-morrow: though w wore
uilly thing tha for you two to marry could not
well be hit wpon. Fe is only n leutensnt;
wnd though his name is se good & oney ir
dots mot appear thal he hes woy particular
right 1o it

' And yet, Button, you were only a leule-
oant when you married, and your name was
aothing in the way of interest or preferment,”
obetrved Lhe mother, anxious to interpose wome
oew feeling between her daughter and the
cuel inferesce left by the former part of
ber hushand's speech.  * We then thought all
lay bright before us !

“And so all would He to this hour, M.

7

f
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Duron, but for that one ailly act of mine,
A mzo with the chazges of & family on him,
little pay, and no fortune, ie driven to a thau-
and folliea to hide his misery. You de nat
strengthen your case by reminding me of thad
imprudence. But, Mildred, I do mot tell you
to cut wdrift this young Virginian, for he mny
be of use in more ways than one. In the
firut place, you can pley bim off against Mr.
‘Fhomee Wychecombe; and, in the second place,
& lirutenant is Jikely one day to be  caprain;
and the wife of o captain in his majesty’s
navy is no disreputable berth. I advise you,
gizl, to use this youngater &= a bait to cateh
the heir with ; and, failing & good bite, to take
up with the Led himpelf"

Thia was said dogmaticaliy, and with a
coarsencan of manner that fuily earvesponded
with the loosetess of the principles, and the
viter want of delicacy of feeling that alone
could prompt such advice.  Mra Dutton fairly
groaned as ahe YNstened 1o her husband, for
never before had he so completely thrown aside
the thiz mask of decency that he ordinarily
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wore; but Mildred, wnable to control the
burst of wild emotion that came over her,
broke away from the place she occupied at her
fther’s knee, and, as if blindly sccking pro-
teetion in any ssylum that she fancied safe,
found hersell sobbing, as if her heart would
break, in Admiral Bluewater's arme.
Dutton foliowed the ung ble imp
wovement with his eye, and for the first time
be became aware in whose presence he had
been exposing hin native baseness.  Wine had
el go far the mastery of him an to blind

bim 1o ull the consequemces, thaugh it did
wimulate him Lo a poiot thar enabled him
w face the momentery mortification of his
Htugtion.

“1 beg & thousend pardons, sir” he said,
riing, and bowing low to his superior; =1
web totally ignorant that 1 had the honour 1o
b in the company of Admiral Bluewnter—Ad-
miral Blue, Tfind Fack calls you, sir; ha! ha!
T l—a familiarity which is & true sign of love
wd respect.  F nerer knew & captaim, or &
flag-officer, that got a regular, expressive ship's
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Dame, that he wasa't the delight of the whale
service.  Yes, sir; I find the peaple el Bir
Gervaise, Little Jarey, and yourself, Admiral
Blue. Hal ha! ha! an infallible sgn of
werit in the superior, and of love in the
m?ﬂ-“ '

“1 ought w apologize, Mr. Dutton, for
waking one, so unexpectedly io myself, in a
family council,” rceturned the rear-admirel.
“ Aa for the mea, they wre uo great philoso.
phers, Lhough tolerable judges of when they
are well commanded and well 1rexied. But
ihe hour is Inte, mnd it wes my intention to
asleep in my own ship to-night. The coach of
Bir Wycherly han been ordered to carey me to
the oding, ard I hope to have your permis-
siort ta see these ladies home in it."

The nnswer of Dulton was given with perfect
self-possession, and in & manner to show that
he knew how to exercise the courtesies of life,
o to receive them, when in the humour.

< It is an honour, sir, they will not think of
dectining, if my wishes are coneulted,” he amid.
¢ Come, Milly, Foolish girl, dry yous teers, and
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smile o Admiral Bluewnier, for his conde-
scenion.  Young women, mr, bardly know
how o Lake & joke, and vur ship's humours
wtr sametimes a little strong for them. I
tell my dear wife, sometimes—* Wife,’ I say,
“his Majesty can't have stout-hearted wnd
out-handed seamen, 2nd the women poets and
die-zway swaios, and all in the same indivi-
dual,’ says [ Mre Duttan undezstands me,
wr; and so does little Milly, who in an excel-
lemt girl in the main, though a little addisted
10 uting the eye-pumps, az we have it abourd
bip, sir,”

“ And now, Mr. Dutten, it being understood
that ] am to eee the ladies home, will you do
we the favour to inquire after the condition of
Sir Wycherly, One would not wish to quit his

|

P reof in inly as to his actual
dtgation,"™

Dutton was duly sennible of an awkwardnem
io the presence of his superior, and he gladly
profiled by this commimion to quit the Toom ;
waikipg more steadily than if he had not been
drickiog-
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Al this time Milded hung ob Adwmiral
Bh “s should ping, and wpwilling
to quit a place thet szemed 1o her, in her fear-
ful agitation, & sott of sanctuary.

% Mre. Dutton,” said Blurwater, st kiesing
the cheek of his lovely burthen in a menner so
parental that the most senaitive delicacy conld
not have taken the alarm, * you will suceeed
better \han mywelf in quieting the feelings of
this Iivtle trembler. T need hardly say, that if
I have accidentally overheard more tham T
aught, il is 85 much & secrrt wilh me as it
wauld be with your awn brather.  The charac-
tera of ell cannot be afecied by the misteken
and cxeited calculations of ooe; and this ooca-
sian bas served to make me better ncquainted
wilh you and your admirable duughter than T
might otherwise have been by means of years of
ordinary intercourse™

“0Oh! Admirel Bluewsier, donot judge him
too harshiy ! He has been too loag at that
fatal table, which { fear has destroyed poor
dear Sir Wycherly, and knew not what he said
Mever before have 1 seen him in such a frarfil
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bumeur, or in the least disposed to trifle widi,
o 10 wound the feclinga of this aweet child !

“Her gxtreme agitation is a proaf of this,
oy good madam, and shews all you cao wish
loay. View me as your sincere friend, and
plate erery reliance on my discretion.”

The wounded mather listered with gratitude,
ad Mildved withdrew from her ex dinary
situation, wondering by what species of infatu-
uise she could have been Jed ta adopt in
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CHAPTER 1X.

Ah, Moowgus,
if thow b therm, swect brother, take oy hacd,
And with thy Tips keep in my soul wwhile )

Then lav'st me oot ; for, brother, if thou didan
Thy tearn would wish this cold congealed blocd
That glues my Tipy, and will oat let me wpeak,
Come quitkly, Monugue, or Fam dewd.

Hing Henry FI.

Sin Wyeneney had actually been seized with
w fit of apoplexy. It wan the firet serious dis-
ease he had experienced io & lang Jife of health
and prosperity ; sod the sight of their con.
2 ding, good! 3, snd fodu)
master, in & plight so mirerable, hnd & sur-
prising effect on the heated brains of all the
household,  Mr. Hother} & good three-
bottle man, on emergency, had lemrmed to
bleed, and fortunetely the vein he mtruck, as
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hig patient still ley an the Roar, where he had
fallen, tent out a stream that had the effect
oot obly to restore the baronet to hife, but, in
a great measure, to consciousness.  Bir Wy-
chetly was not & hard drinker, Jike Dutton;
but he wan & fuir drinker, like Mr, Rathetham,
and most of the beneficed clergy of that day.
Want of exercise, ws he grew older, had as
much influence in producing thix atiack as
excess of wine ; and there were, already, slrong
bopes of his surviving it eided as he was, by
4 good comstitution, The apothecary had
riached the Hall within five minutes sfter the
sttack, having luckily been preseribing to the
gardener ; and the physicien and surgeon of
the family were both expected in the course uf
the marning,

Sic Gervatse Oakes had been acquainted
with the state of his host by his vwo valet
44 5007 a8 il war known in the servants™-hall;
and, being a man of action, he did nol hesitate
to procevd at once to the chamber of the sick,
to offer his own aid, in the absemee of that
which might be better. At the door of the

oL 1 H
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chamber he met Atwood, who had been sum-
maned from his pen, and they entered together,
the viceadmiral feeling for & lancet in his
pocket,—far he, too, had aequired the art of the
blood-letter,  They noe learned the actual
state of Lhings.

* Where is Bluewnter 7 demanded Sir Ger-
vaise, after regarding his host » momenl with
commiseration and concern. 1 hope he has
ngt yet left the house.”

* He s still here, Sir Qervaise, but I shanld
think oo the point of quitting vs. heard him
say, that, notwithstanding all Sir Wycherly's
kind plans ta detain him, he inteaded to eleep
in his own ahip.™

“ That I'%e never doubted, though I ‘ve
affected to believe otherwize. Go to him, At-
wood, and sy, [ beg he will pull withio hail
of the Plantagenet, vs he goes off, and desire
Mr. Magrath to come ashore a8 soon az pos-
sible.  There shall be a conveyance at the
landing to bring him here; and he may order
his awn surgean to come also, if it be agreeable

10 himaell®
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With these instructions the secretary left
the room; while Bir Gervaise turned to Tom
Wryeherombe, and asid a few of the worde

v on quch welancholy i

* I think there is hope, sir,” he added:
“ ye3, i, I think there ia hope; though your
bosoured relative is no longer young -— atill,
this early Liseding has bren a great thing:

avd if we can gain a Jittle time for poor Sir
Wrcherly, our efforts will not be thrown away.
Sudden death is awful, sir, and few of us are
preyared for it either in mind or affwire.
We mailors have to hold our lives in our hands,
it in true, but then it ia for king and eountry ;
and we hope for mercy on all whe fall in the
discharge of their dutize. For my part, 1 um
veser unprovided with a will, and that dis-
pites of all the interests of this world, while [
humbly trust in the Great Medistor for the
hereafier, 1 hope Sir Wycherly is equally
provident as to his worldly affairs

* No doubt my dear uncle could wish to
leave certain trifling memarisls behind him to
& few of his intimates,” reterned Tom, with

»e
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a dejected countenance;  but he bus nat been
without a will, T beliwve, for some time; and I
presume you will agree with me in thioking
he is oot in a condition to make one, naw,
were he unprovided in that way I

“ Perhaps not exactly at this moment,
theugh a rally might afford an epportunity.
The catate is eotailed, T thisk Mr. Dutton told
e ot dinoer.”

1t s, Sir Gereaise; end 1 am the up.
worthy indiridual whe is to profit by i,
sccording to the common zotione of men,
though, Heaven koows, I shall consider it
anything but & gain; atill, I aen the unworthy
individual who is Lo be beoefited by my
uncle's death.”

“ Your futher was the baropet's oest bro-
ther? " gbeerved Sir (ervaise, cusually, a
shede of distruet paswing athwart his miud,
though coming from what source, or directed
to what paint, he wes himeelf totally unable
tosay. # Mr. Baron Wychecombe, I lelieve,
was your parentf "

“ He was, Sir Gervaise; end w miost Lender
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and jndulgeot father I ever found him. BHe
left me hia earnings, some seven hundred a
year; aod I wm sure the desth of Sir Wycherly
isa far from my necessition as i s from my
wishes,”

“OFf eourse you will suceeed to the baro-
tetcy, as wel! as to Lhe estate ? ™ mechanically
wiked Bir Qevvaise, led oo by the supercrogm-
oty expressions of Towm himmelf, rather than
by a wulgar curiowity to sk questions that,
under other circumstances, he might have
thought improper.

" Of courwe, sir. My father was the only
wrvivig brother of Sir Wycherly—the anly
oe wha ever married—and I wm Ais eldest
child, Since this melancholy event han oc-
turred, it in quite fortumate that 1 Tately ob-
tained this cettifieate of the marriage of my
parents—ia it not, sic ? ™

Here Tom drew from his pocket a soiled
piece of paper, whith professed to be a certi.
feate of the marringe of Thomas Wychecombe,
barrister, with Martha Dodd, spinster, fe. &c.
The dovument wes duly asigned by the rector
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of a purish chuech in Wesimineter, snd bore »
date sufficiently old to blish the legit Y
of the person who held it.  Thiv extraordinery
precaution produced the very oatural effict

of increasing the distrost of the vice-admiral,

and, in a dight degree, of giving it s diree-
tien.

“ Yoo go well armed, sir,” chserved Sir
Gervaise, drily.  © Is it your intention, when
you succeed, to carry the patent of the bars-
metcy and the title-deeds in your pocket?”

“Ahl I perceive my having this document
strikes you as odd, Sic Gervaise, but it ean be
casily explained. There was o wide difference
in raok between my parents, and some HI-
disposed persons have proumed so far 12
reflect an the charscter of my mother 22 1o
assert she was not marrjed at all.”

“ In which case, #ir, you wouldl do well w
cut off half a dozen of theit ears.”

“ The law is not to be appensed in that way,
Sir Clervaise. My dear parent used to ievul-
cate an e the necemsily of duing everything
according to law; and I endeavour to remem-
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ber bis precepts. He svowed his marriage on
bis deathebed, made all due atonement to my
respected and iojured mother, and informed
me in whose hands T should find this very
certificate. 1 only vbiained it this morning,
which fact will account for its being in my
pcket 2t thisn melancholy and 1 |
trisis in my beloved uncle’s constitution™
The latter part of Tom's declaration was true
emough; for, after having made all the neces-

wry inquiries, and oltaived the band-writing
of o dlergyman who was long sipee dead, he had
sctually forged the certificats that day, oo a
pieer of sciled paper, that bore the water-omrk
of 1720.  #is Iangusge, however, contribuled
to alienate the confidence of his listener; Sir
Grerrnise bring = man wha was 0 much accus-
tomed to directness and fair-dealing hieself an
to feel disguet at anything that bad the sem-
blaace of cant or hypocrisy.  Nevertheless, he
had bin own metfres for pursuing the subject;
the presence of neither at the bed-side of the
sufferer being just then necessary.

" Aad this Me. Wycherly Wychecombe,



272 THE TWO ADMIRALS.

he said; * he who han s much distinguished
himsell of late ; your upcles samemke ;—is it
true that he is not aliied to your fpmily 2*

“Not in the least, Sir Gervaise,” anpwered
Tom, with one of his sinister smiles. * He i
enly a Virgioian, you kaow, sir; und mnnot
well belong to us. 1 have hesrd my uocle
say, oflen, that the young geoUeman must be
descended from an old servent of his father's,
who was Iransparted for stealing ailver out of
& shap oo Ludgate Hill, and who was arrested
for pasing himsel! off as ope of the Wyche-
combe farmily.  They tell me, Sir Gervaise, that
the colonies wre pretty moch made of persons
descended from that sort of ancestora™

“I canact way that 1 heve found it wo;
though, when I commanded a frigate, [ served
severa! years on the North American siation.
The larger portion of the Americans, like
much the Jarger portion of the English, are
humbte labourers, established in & remote o
lony, where civilization is not far advanced,
wents are many, and mennr few; but in the
way of charucler, I am pot certain they we
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not quite on u level with those they left behind
them; and, s to the pentry of the calomies,
I have men many men of the best blood of
the mother country among them ;— younger
woms, and their descendunts, ws & mstter of
course, but of an homourable and respected
ancestry.”

“« Well, sir, thin surprises me ; and it is nat
the general opigion, [ we persunded ! Cer-
tainly it is pot the fact as reapects this gen-
tleman —stranger, I might call him, for scranger
he is at Wychecombe—who has oot the least
right 1o pretend to belong to us®

“INd you ever koow him to lay claim o
that hanaur, sie? "

v Not directly, Sir Gervaise: thoogh, [ am
told;, he hes made many hints to that effucr,
since he landed here to be cured of hia wound.
It would have been better had he presented
hi= rights t5 the landlord, than o present
them te the tenants, | think you will allow,
as & wan of honaur, yourself, Sir Gervaise 7™

“1 ean approve of nathing clandestine in
matters that require open apd fair dealing,

L
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Mr. Thomas Weehecambe, But I ought to
apologize for thus dwelling en your furoily
affairs, which concern me only ma I fod an
interest in the wishes wnd happivcs of my
Dew acquaintuace, my excellent hoat.”

“5ic Wycherly has property in the funds
that ia not entailed—quite & thousand pounds
& year, beyond the estates—und I know he
has left w will" contimted Tom: who, with
the short-sightedness of & rogue, Gattered hime-
self with having made a favourshle impreasion
on his companion, and who was desirous of
meking him useful to himself, v an emergency
that he felt satisfied must terminate in the
speedy desth of his unele. “Yen o good
thousand pounds a year in the Fives: money
saved from his rents, in a long Jife. This will,
probakly, haa tome provision in favour of my
younger brothers: and, perhaps, of this name
zake of his," —Tor was well aware that it
devised every shilling, real and personal, 1o
himself;—* for & kinder heart docs not esis
on eprth, To fuet, this will my uncle put in
my possession, as heir-at-law, fecling it due 10
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of preteosions, I supposes Yot T have Rever
presumed to ook inte iL”

Here was enother instance of excesive fiuesse,
it whith Tom awakened suspicion by bie very
dforts to alley . L seemed highly impro-
talle to Sir Gervsise that & man like the
nephew could long possess iz uncle's will, and
feel Do desire to ascertain ity contenlt: The
linguage of the yeung man wa B indirect ad-
mimion that he might bave examined the will if
e would ; and the admiral fell disposed Lo sus-
pect Lhat what he might thue rendily have done
be aetuatly had dooe. Fhe dialogue, however,
wrminated here, Dultan, just at Lhat moment
entering the room ov the errand on which he
bad been sent by Admiral Bluewster, and Tom
jaining his old acquaintance as 800D 45 the
luter made his appearance.  Sir Gervaise
Oakes was 100 much concerned for the condi
ligs of his hast, and had too many cares of his
owa to thiok deeply or long on whal had just
passed between Wimself ang Tor Wychecombe.
Had they separated that Bight, what had been
i, wnd the unfavpurable impressions it hed
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mlde, would have been soon forgoiten; but
cir baequently pired to recall
the whole to his mind, of which the conme-
quences will be related in the courve of qur

narraLive,

Dutton appesred ta be o little shocked, as he
gared upon the pallid features of Sir Wych-
erly; and he was not worry when Tom led him
aside, and began to speak confidentinliy af the
fature, and of the prohable speedy death of
his urcle. Had there been one present gifted
with the pawer of reading the thoughts and
motives of men, a deep disguat of human
frailties must have come over him as these
two lonpure apirita betrayed to him their cupi-
dity wad eunning. Outwardly, they were
friends, mourning over & mutusl probable
less; while, inwardly, Dutton was endeavours
ing to obtain such a hold of his companion’s
eonfidence as might pave the way to his
own future preferment to the high and un-
hoped-for station of a rich Barcoet's father-ins
law; while Temn thought only of so far mysti-
fying the master, as to meke use of him, on
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an emergency, B& & witness bo establish  hia
own claima. The menner in which he endea-
roured to effect his objecl, however, must be
1fi 1o the imagication of the reader, a3 we
fure matters of greater momeol to record at
thix particular juncture.

From the time Sir Wycherly was laid on
kis bed Mr. Rothernam had been sented at
the sick man's side, watrhing the course of
kiv stack, and ready te interpret any of the
patient's  feebly and indistinetly expressed
wiches. We zay indistinetly, because the
buronel's speech was elightly affected  with
that species of paralysis which reduces the
fuculty to (he state that is wylgarly called
thick-tongued. Although & three-bottle man.
3r. Rotherham waa far from being without
hit dewout feelings, on occasions, dischurging
Wl the clericat functions mith ss much unction
a8 the habils of the country, snd the opinions
of the duy, ordinarily exncted of divines. He
tad even volunieered to cead the proyers for
the sick, as soon s he perceived thst the
patient's Tecallection hied returped ; but this
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kind offer had been deelined Ly Sir Wycherly,
under the clearer views of fitness thet the nesr
approach of death ia apt to give, and which
views left & cortain consciouspess that the party
apembled was not in the best possible condition
for that sacred offiec.  Sir Wycherly mevived
&0 ruch wt last sz to Jovk about him with
increasing consciousoess; and, st length, his
eyes pawed wlowly over the room, scapniog
each person singly, and with marked delibe-
ration,

“I know you all—rnuw,”" said the kind-
hearted barouet, though always speaking thick
wnd with a lictle diffculty; “am somy to
give—much trouble. 1 have—little time to
spare.”

*]1 hope rot, Sir Wycherly,” put in the
viear in & consolatory manner: * you heve
had & sharp atteck, but then there is a good
constitution to withstand it.™

My time—short—{feel it here,” rejoined
the patienl, pasing his hand over his fore
bead.

“ Note that, Dulton,” whispered Tom Wy-
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chealy, “ My poor uncle intimates himself
that bis mind Is w little shaken, Under such
dreumetances il would be cruel to let him
izjure bimself with business.”

"It cannot be done fegafly, Bir. Thomas.
[ibould thiok Admiral Onkes would jaterfere
to prevent "

“Rotherham,” ocoutinued the patient, 1
will—settle with with—world ;—then, give—
thoughte—to God. Hive we— guests —the
bouse P—Men of family—character 7

* Certainly, Sir Wycherly; Admiral Oukes
U io the room, even, and Admiral Bluewater
iy ] believe, still in the house. You invited
both 10 pase the night with you.” -

“1 remember it—npow; my mind—atill—
confused.”  Here Tom Wychecombe again
wudged the master. © Sir Gervaise Oskesr—
an Admiral —encient baronet—man of high
hotour.  Admirs} Bluewater, too—relative—
Lot Bluewnter ; gentlemao—universal estoem.
You, too, Rotherham; wish my poor brother
Jamea—St. James—uveed to call him—had
teey Living ;—y good neight Roth
"

_ Vgl
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#Can I do anythiog to prove it, my desr
Bir Wycherly # notling wauld make me hap-
pier thuo to kaow, end (o comply with all your
wishes at & moment 4o impartant.™

“Let all quit room=—hut yoursslf — head
feele worse—~1 canaot debuy—"

“'Tie cruel to distrass my beloved uncle
with business or conversation in his preseol
state,”” interposed Tom W ychecombe with em-
phusis, und, in a slight degree, with euthority.

Al nat only felt the truth of this, but all
felt thar the wpeaker, by his guinity,
hud a clear right to lnlerfem it the maaner
he had.  Btill Sir Gervaige Oakes had groat
reluctance in yielding 1o this remonstrance ;
for, to the distrust he hed imbibed of T'om
Wychecombe wus wdded an impression, thal
hin host wished to reveal something of interest
in connexion with his new fargurite, the jjeu.

tenant, He felt compelied, notwithetanding,
ta defer to the acknowledged nephew's better
cluime, and he refrained from ioterfering,  For-
tunately, Sir Wyeherly wan yet in n state to
enforce bis own wivhes.
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*Let all quit—room,” he repeated in e
cdee that was startling by its upexpected
frmaess, and equally uoexpected distinelness.
« All bt Sir Gecvaise Qakes—Admirel Blue-
eater—Dr. Rotherhem  Gentlemen— favour
to remaie—rest depart.”

Accustomed to obey their maner's orders,
mare especially when given in & tone wo decided,
the domestics quitted the roomy accaropanied
b Dutton; but Tem Wychecombe 2aw fit to
remain, as if his presence were ta be & matter
of course,

“ Pl me—rlavour—withdraw,—Mr, Wyche
combe,” resumed the baromet, afier fixing his
fee on his nephew for some time, s if cxpeet-
jog him to retire without Uhis requeat.

“ My beloved uncle, it ia I-—Thomas, your
ovn brathes's son—your next of kin-—waiting
anxigualy by your respected bedaide. Do not
~4do not—confound me with strangeTs. Such
1 forgetfulness would break my heart 17

“ Forgive me, wephew—but 1 winh— alone
with these gentle—head—geuing—m{uud—"

@ You sce haw it Ju Sir Gereaise Qukes—
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you see how iLjs, Mr. Rotherbam. Ah ! there
goea the coach that i to Inke Admical Dlue-
water 10 his boat. My uncle wished for thres
witnesses to something, and [ can remein as ane
of the three.”

*“Is it your pleawure, Sir Wycherly, to
wish 1o see us alone?"” asked Sir Gervaise,
in & manner that showed autharity would be
exercised o enforee hin request, should the
vacle utill devire the absence of his sephew.

A sign from the sick man indicsted the
affirmative, and that in & manner too decided
ta admit of mistake.

* You perceive, Mr. Wychecombe, what arc
your uncle's wishes,® ohetrved Sir Gervaise,
very much in the way that a well-bred superior
intimates Lo an inferior the compliance he ex-
pecta; Y1 truit hin desire will not be Jis
regarded at a moment like this.”

« 1 pm Sir Wycherly Wychecombe's nmext of
kin," szid Tom, in & sightly bullying tone;
“and no one has the wme right ar v relative,
and, § may say, hia heir, to be at his bedside”

“That depends on the pleasure of Sir Wy-



THE TWO ADMIRALS. 253

cherly W ychecombe himsell; vir. He iy master
sere; and having done me the honour to invite
¢ under his roof a5 a guest, and pow having
requested to see me wlone, with others he has
exprenly named—one of whem you ate ot
tahall comeeive it my duty lo see bis wishes
cbeyed™

This was said in the firm, quiet waf, that
(be habit of command had jmparted ta Sir Ger-
suiie’s manner ; and Tom began to see it might
be dangerous to resist. Lt w43 impartant, to,
that ave of the vice-admiml's character and!
sation should have nsught to say aguiast ity
i the event of any future conlroversy: and,
waking a few professions of respect, and of his
dusire to please his uncle, Tom quitted the
FooT

A gleam of satisfaction shot over the wick
man's countesiance, as his nephes disappeared ;
ad then his eye turned dowly towards the
futes of those who remmined-

o Bluewator,” be said, the thickness of his
speech, and the general difheulty of utterance
weming 1o incroase; ¢ the rear - admiral —
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I want sll — respectable — witnesses in the
house”

“ My friend has left us, I understand,”
returned Sir Gersaise, © in=isting on his habiz
of mever aleeping out of his ship: but At-
wood must soon be back ; I hope Ae will an.
pwer|™

A vign of assent waa givens and then there
was the pause of a minute or two ere the secre-
tary made hiz app An saon, h
a8 he had returned, the three collected amund
the baronet’s bed, not without some of the
werkness which men ere supposed to have
inherited from their common mother Eve, in
conatxion with the motive for thin doguler
proceeding of the baronet.

* 3ir Gervalee—Raotherham —Mr. Aiwood,”
slowly repeated the patient, hir eye pasdng
from the face of one to that of another, an be
uttered the name of sach; “ three witnesws—
that will do—Themes said—must huve three—
three good names.™

“What can we do to serve you, Sic Wy
cherly 7" inquired the admiral, with peal inter
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st “ You have only to name your Iequests
0 have thean faithFully attended o™

JOld Sir Michael W ycheoombe, Kol—twe
wirrn—Margery and Joan. Two wives — 190
soor—hall-blood =T homas, Tammes, Churles,and
Gregory, whale— 8ir Reginald Wychecombe,
Aaif. Understand—hope—gentlemen ™

“This is mot being very clear certainly,”
rhispered Sir Gervaise; bul, perhaps, by get-
ling hold of the other cod of the rope, we maY
under-run it, as we eailord sa¥, und come at the
weining —we will let the poor ran procesd
\herefore.  Quile plan, my dear qir, and what
bare you next (o tell us? You left off with
uyiog only helf about Hir Reginald.”

“ Hail.bload s only Aaff—Tom and the rest,
rhale. Sir Reginald, no nutlius—young Tort,
+ nudfiue”

w & nuflius, 3r. Rothecham ! You under-
vagd Latin, sit; what can o nuffius mean?
No auch rope in the ahip, hey ! Avwoad 2

u Nuflius, or nudlius, av it ought sometimes
1o be pronaunced, ja the genibive case, wingular,
of the pronoun #ufius; audtur, nubla, nullum
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whith weans, 'po man,' ‘ne woman' “on
thing.” Naffius means, *of no men,' fof 0o
woman,” ' of no thing.™"

The vicar gave this explanation mueh ie
the way u pedagogue would have explained the
matter to a class,

“ Ay, ny—any school-boy could have told
that, which is the firstform learning. Bol
what the devil can * Nom. nuffes, nulfo, mil-
dum ; Gen. nuflius, puflis, nufling,’ have 1o do
with Mr. Thomas Wychecombe, the nephes
aod heir of the present baroner ?”

“That is more than I can inform you, Sir
Gereaise,” anawered the vicar, atiffly: *buy
for the Latin, I will take upon myself to an-
awer, that it is good.”

8ir Gervaise wna toc well-bred to Jaugh, but
he found it difficult ta suppress a smile.

Y Well, Sir Wycherly,” resumed the vice-
admiral, ' this ja quite plain—3ir Reginald is
avly Aeff, while your nephew Tom, and the
rest, are wholew—Mnrgery snd Joxn, and ul
that. Anything more to tell us my dear bir "

“Tom not whole — muefiua, 1 wish to my.
Sir Reginald daff—no nullur®
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“This is like being at sen & week without
meiiog & sight ‘of the sun! [ am all addft,
oow, gentlemen.”

" §ir Wycherly does not attend to his cases,”
putin Atwood drily.  © AL one time, he i1 io
the genitive, and tben he gets back o the
amminative ; which is leaving us in the oo
ot

“Come, tome, Atwood, none of your gun-
Teom wit on su occasion so sclemn as this
My dear Sir Wycherly, have you anything
oare to tell ua? I believe we perfectly under
dand you, now. Tom is not whole—you wish
o say aullyr, and not 1o say Auifive. Sir Regis
nald jn only Aalf, but he iy na nulfus™

Vet sir—rhat is iL" veturned the old man,
wiling.  # Ialf, but no nuflws. Change my
oind—seen too much of the other, lately—
Tom, my nephew — want ta make him my
beir.”

*“This is gerting clearer, out of all question.
You wish to make your nephew, Tom, your
heir.  But the law does that slready, does it
oo, my desr giv?  Mr. Daron Wychecombe
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wiy the next Brother of the baronet; was be
not, Mr. Rotherham #**

*“8o 1 have always underatood, sir; ad
Mr. Thomas Wycheecombe must be the her-
at-aw.”

4 No — o — sudfur— nutfur repeated Sir
Whycherly, with 10 much eagerness as to make
hia voice nearly indistinel ; ' Sir Reginald—
&ir Reginald-—Sir Reginald &

“ And pray, Mr. Rotherham, who may this
Sir Heginald be? Some old baronet of the
family, I presume ™

"INt at all, sirs it is Sir Reginald Wyche
combe of Wychecombe-Hoginn Werts; a be-
ronct of Queen Anne's tice, and o descendunl
from o cadet of this family, I am told”

“ This is getting on soundings. 1 had ulm
it into my head thia Sir HReginald war some
old frllow of the reign of one of the Pl
gonets, Well, Sir Wyeherly, do you wish us
to send an express into Hertfordshire, fo quet
of Bir Reginald Wychecombe, who is quite
likely your executor? Do not give yourel!
the pain to speak ; a sign will anawer”
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Sir Wycherly scomed siruck with the sug-
gestion, which, the reader will readily unders
wand, was far from being his resl meaning ;
ad then he smiled, and nodded his head in
wpprtobiation.

Sir Gervaise, with the promptitude of a man
of businesty tummed to the table where Lhie yicar
had written Doles to the medical men, and dic-
tted » short levter to his secretary. This
letter he sigoed, and in five mioutes Atwood
Wl the oo, to order it to be immedintely
forwarded by express. When this was done,
the admiral rubbed his hands in satisfaction,
like & man who folt he had gt hicasell cleverly
out of a knatty Jifficulty.

“1 don't see, pfter all, Mr. Rothetham,” he
chserved Lo the wicar, as they slood Logether
inn carner of the ropm, wailing the ceturn of
ibe aeeretary, < what be lugged in that echoal
boy Latin for— nufies, nuile, nudlem ! Can
you powsibly cxplein that 1%

Yot uoless it was Sir Wycherly's desire
w wy, that Sir Reginald, being descended
frora u younger san, was noledy—an yei, hud

9L, 4 o
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o woman—and 1 believe he is not married—
arud was poor, or had ©no thing.”

“And I Bir Wycherly such o desperate
schalar, that he would express bimeelf in Lbis
hieroglyphical manner, on what, I fesr, wil
prove ta be bis death-bed 7

“Why, Sic Gervaise, Sir Wycherly wu
educated like oMl other young gentlemen, but
has forgotten most of his classice, in the course
of o long life of sase und afluence. 1s it oot
probable, now, that his recollection has retern
ed to Wim suddenly, in cousequence of Ihis
affection of the hesd ! I thiok E have read
of some curious instsoces of Lhese reviving
mremories, on a death-bed, or after o fit of
sicknes.”

" Ay, that you may have dune!” exclaimed
Sir {ervaise, smiling: *and poor, good Sir
Wycherly, must bave begun afresh, al the
very place where he left o, Hut here s Ar-
wood, agsin.”

Afier a short consultation, the three choen
witnesses returted to the bed-side, the adminl
being spokerman.
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“The exprest will be off in ten minutes,
Sir Wycherly,” he said; “and you may hope
to e your reistive in_the course of the nexs
taeg or three dayn™

“ Too Inte—too Juie,” murmured Lhe patient,
#be had o inward consciousness of his truc
dtuation s ** too late —um the will round—
Sir Regicald, Tom ;- Tot — Sir Heginald.
Turn the will round.”

“Ture the will round § —this is very ex-
plicit, gentlemen, to those whe can understand
it 8t Reginald, Tom;— Tom, Bir Regi-
ould. At sl events, it is clear that his mind
@ dmeling on the disposition of his property,
vioee: be spesks of willa  Atwood, make & note
ol these words, that there peed be no mistake.
[ wonder be has said nathing of our brave
Joung Heutenant, his oamesake. There can
be oo harm, Mr. Rotherbam, in just mention-
iog that fine fcllow ta him, in & moment like
thiap ™

“1 see pome, wir. It in our duty lo remind
the sick of thevr dutien™

"D you fok wish to see your young memes

vl
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sake, Licutenant ¥ycherly Wychcoombe, Sir
Wycherly ™ asked the adwiral; sufficently
emphasizing the Christian name.  ** He must
be in the hoose, snd I dure say would be
happy to obey yaur wishes”

“1 hope he ia well, dr-—Bne young gentie-
men—honour to the neme, sr.”

“ Quite true, $ic Wyeherly ; end an honcur
1o the nation, too,"

“Didn't know Virginia was & netion—so
much the better—fine young Pirginian, sir.”

“Of your family, na doubt, Sir Wycherly,
as well a8 of your name,” added the aderiral,
who sceretly suspected the young sailer of
being & won of the haronet, notwithstanding
all he had heard to the contrary. *'An ex-
reedingly fine young man, sod an honour 1o
any house in Fogland 1™

I suppose they Aave housen in Virginia—
bad climate; houses necessary. No relative,
sir;—probably & sufins,  Many Wychecombes,
nultuses. "Tom, a muflus — chia young gentle-
wany, & medlia—Wychecombes of Surrey, all
nuffaser—5ir Regioald, no nuifus ; but a balf’
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—Thomwas, Jumes, Charles, and Gregory, all
whole. My brother, Baron Wychecambe, told
me—befure he died.”

* Whole what, Siv Wycherly #™ asked the
suinal, a litle vexed at the obscurity of the
alber's langunge.

“Bioed —whole Hood, gir.  Capitsl law,
Sir Gerrise; had it from the bavon — first
hand ™

Now, one of the pecoliarities of England is,
that, in the divinion of labour, few know any-
thing material about the lnw except the pro-
fusional raen. Even their knowledge iy di-
vided and sub-divided, in a way that mekes 2
ety fair division of prafit. Thus, the convey-
aneer i3 nat & harrister ; the barsister is not an
allorney ; and the chancery practitivner wonld
be un unsafe adviser for one of the common law
worts.  That perticular provision of the com.
won 1aw, which Baron Wychecombe had men-
tioned te hir brother, as the rule of the kaff-
Mood, has been et aside, or modifed, by
Hatnte, orithin the last ten years; buc few
Faplish laymen would be at all Jikely to know
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of such & law of descent, even when il existed:
for while it did viclence to every watural sem-
tment of right, it lay hidden in the secrets of
the prafession.  Were n case atated 10 3 thou-
sand intelligent Eovglishmen, who had not
resd duw, in which it was lsid down thet bro-
thers, by different mothers, though equally
sots of the fonnder of the estate, could not
take from each other, unless by deviee or
eniail, the probability js thet guite nine in ten
would deny the existenec of any rule so ab-
sard; and thin too, under the iofluence of
feelings 1het were crediteble o their semse of
natural justice. Neverthelew, soch was cue
of the important provisions of the * perfec-
tion of reason™ until the recent reforma in
Rnglish law; and it bas struck us as surpris
ing, that an imgevious writer of fiction, who
has recently charmed hin readers with a tale,
the interest of which turna priccipally oo the
vidissitudes of practive, did not bethink him
of this peculiar feature of his country’s laws:
inasmuch es it would have wupplied mystery
wificient for & dozen ordinary romapees, and
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improtubilitica copugh for n bundred. That
Sir Qervaise and his companions ahould be
fguorant of the “lew of the halt-blood® is,
ansequently, very wuch & matter of course;
=d no ane aught to be surprised that the
vorthy buwronet’s  repested alluzion to the
“whole, and the ‘“hal,” were abulutely
wuigmas, which neither had the knowledge ne-
ssary to explein.

“1¥hat con the poor fellow meaa?” de-
meded the admiral, more concerned thuo he
remwmbered ever before to have bevo on any
dmiler oceasion. * One could wish to serve
bim a5 much as possible, but all this about
‘meflug’ and ¢ whole blood,’ wnd ¢ half) is so
wyth gibberish to me—een you make ery-
g of it,—eh, Atwood 7™

“Upon my wond, Eir Gerraise, it seems &
Ualter for & judge rather then for man-ofe
Te's men like ourselven”

%It certainly can have oo eonbexion with
thin rising of the Jacobitea?  Thaf in an affair
lkely to trouble u loyal subject in his last
womrnke, Mr, Rotherham.”



206 THE TWO ADMIRALS.

15 Sir Wycheriy's habite and age forbicd  the
idea that he knowa more of thal, s, than s
known to uy all. Hiz request, however, to
stnm the will mund,” [ coneeive to be alto-
gether explieit.  Severzl rapital trestives hare
sppeared lately on the *humen will' and §
tegret to say, my honoured friend sod patroo
has not always been quite an orthodox on that
point as I eould wish. I therefore consider his
words an evidence of & hearty repentance.”

Sir Qervaise Tooked about him, as was his
habit when any droll idea ervased his mied:
but zgain suppressiog the inelication to smile,

be ) with witable gravity
“1 ynderstand you, air 3 you think all these
inexplicatle terma are 3 with Bie Wy-

cheely’s religioue feelings. You may certainly
be righty for it exceede my koowiedge to coo
neet them with anything else. 1 wish, nolwith-

ding, he had not di d this noble young
lieutenant of ours. Is it quite cortwin the

young man is & Vieginian {
“80 1 have elways understood it, air. He
tas never hieen known in this parc of England,
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ntil be was landed from a frigate in Ube rowds,
19 be cured of a serious wound. | think oo
of Sir Wycherly's sllusions bave the lexst
reference to him.”

Sir Gervaise Qakes paw joined his bands
behind hin back, and walked scveral rimes,
querter-deck fashion, to and fro io the rem.
At each turn his eyes glaneed towards the bed,
g ke ever found the gaze of the vick man
azioualy fastened oo bimsell. Thin sarisbed
him that religion had sothing to do with his
heat's manifest desire 1o make himself uoder-
tod; and bis own trouble wan gresily in-
oased. 1t weemed to him an 3 n dying man
war iaking incessant appeals fo his aid, without
its being in his power to sfford it It was oot
pessible for & geoercus man, ke Sic Gerraise,
1o submit to such a feeling without ao effort;
11d he soom went Lo the side of the bed again,
dtermined to bring the affair to wome intelfi-
gible issue.

"Do you thivk, Sir Wycbherly, you could
wHie o few Linew, i€ we pul pen, ink, snd paper
before you 3™ he asked, ana sort of desperate
remedy. o
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“ Impossiblemcan hardly see ; hare got oo
strength—stop—will try—if you pleave,”
Bir Gervaize was delighted with this, and be
diately directed his panicns to lend
their amsistance.  Atwood and the vicar bols
stered the old man up, and the admirl put the
writing materials before bim, substituting a
latge quarto bible for & desk. Sir Wycherly,
afier wverz! shartive aticmpts, finally got the
pen in his hand, sod with grest dificulty Lraced
six ot seven nearly illegible woeds, running the
line dingonully weroes the paper. By thin time
his powers failed him altogether, and be sunk
Lack, dropping the pen, amd closing his eyes in
a partial insensibility.  Ar this eritien] jpstane

the surgeon entered, and at onee put an end to
the interview, by taking charge of the patient,
and direeting wll but one or Lwo cecemsary
attendants ko quit the rocem.

The three ehosen witnemsen of what had just
past repaired logether to & parlour; Atwood,
by u sort of mechanfcal habit, taking with him
the paper an which the baronet had scrawled
the words just mentioned. ‘T'his by & sort of
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wechasica] use, also, he put inte the hends
of Sir Gervaise as soon s they entered the
roor, much as he would have nid before his
waperior an arder to sign, oF & SOFY of 8 letier
1o the secretary of the Navy Basrd.

whis in as bed as the ' muffuad’” exclaim-
Sir Geevaise, after endeavouring to decipher
(bt serewl in vain, © What fs this first wordy
Mr. Rotherham— Erisk," s it not,—hey, At-
wood 7 ¥

w1 believe it is po more than * F0,’ stretched
orer much more paper than i DecessATy

«¥ou wre right eaaughy vicar; and the neit
is ' the,’ thowgh it 1ooks like chepant d&fﬂ‘lt—
vhut follows ? It looks fike ¢ mateol-war,
Atwoad

1 beg your pardon, Sir Gervaise ; this Brat
letter is what T should call s elongated 13
the next ja certainly an a3 the third Looks like
the waves of a tiver—sh! it ia an mi and
the last 3 &n @ — nea-m-e—that mukes ‘name,
gratkemen.”

“Yi” eagerly added the viear, uod the
7o uext wards are, 'of God'”
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CHAPTER X.

Bid physiciune Wik our Teios 1o temper,

And with kh wrgumeol sew-sala pubse

“Then shink, my tord, of euoning iow bove,
Youwa.

Wuir the scene just related took place in
the chamber of the sick man, Admira Blue-
waler, Mr. Dutton, and Mildred left the
house in the old family coach, The rear-admiral
had pertinaciously determined to adhere to his
practice of sleeping io his ship; and the man-
ner in which he bad offersd seats to his twe
fair companione—for Mrs. Dutton atill de
served to e thus lermed —has slrendy been
seen, 'The muotive was sitaply ta remove them
from any further brutal exhibitions of Dutton's

pidity, while he joued in his present
humour; and, thus infuenced, it is not pro-
batle that the gallaot old sailor would be Jikely
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upward to the eye, verdant and smooth ; while
the fine oaks of the park formed & shadowy
background to the picture, ioland. Seaward,
the ocezn was glittering, lke & reversed plane
of the firmament, far as eye could reach, 1f
our own hemisphere, or rather this latitude,
wmay boast of purer skies then are enjoyed by
the mother cauntry, the latter has a vast supe-
rierity io the tint of the water. Wkhile the

whole American comst is bounded by x vast,
Zull-l,

king sheet of sea-green, the decp blue
of the wide ocesn appears to be carried close
home ta the shores of Europe. This gloriaus
tint, from which the term of *' ultra marioc'”
has been derived, is mosl romerkeble in the
Mediterrancan, that sea of delighta; but it in
mel with 2l along the rock-bound coasts of
the Peninnula of Spain and Portugal, extend-
ing through the Hritish Chennel, until it is in
& measure Iost v the shoals of the North Sea;
to be revived, hawever, In the profound depths
af the ocean that laves the wild and remantic
coast of Norway.

“Tis a glorious night 1" exclaimed Blue-



THE TWO ADMIRALA. 05

waler, an he handed Mildred, the last, from the
carriage ; ‘¢ and one cad hardly wish 1o enter a
cot, let it swing ever 30 lazily.”

1 Sleep ie out of the questian,™ returned
Mfdred, sorrowfully. ** Thesa ate nights in
ohich even the weary mye reluctant to low
Iheir consciousnmss s bul whe ean aleep while
there s thia uncertninty about dear Sir Wy-
cherly.”

1 reioies Lo hesr you sy this, Baldred,™—
for 0 the adumirat had unconsciously, snd wn-
repelled, begun to call his wweet oM pAniot,—
“1 roice to hear you may this, for 1 am an
iavelerate star-gazer and moon-ite; and I shail
bope to persuade you and s Dution to
wiste yet another hour with e in walking on
this beight. Aht yonder is Sam Yoke, my
coziesin, waiting te repert the barge; [ can
wud Bir (Gervaise’s mesaage o the surgeons by
depuly, and there will be o corasion for ey
bastening from Uhis lovely spots and pleasant
cmpasy.”

The orders were soon given to the coxywain.
A dowen boats, it would seem, were in whiting
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for officers wshore, notwithitanding the Imteness
of the bour; and direcHons were wnt for tws
of them to poll off, and obtwin the medical
men.  The coach was smit round to receive
the latter, and then all was tranquil agaio oo
the heght. Mis. Duttos entered the bouse, to
atiend to mome of her domestic concerns, while
the rearadmiral took the arem of Mildred, aod
they wallied together to the verge of the eliffa
A fairer moonlight picture eeldom offered
iteelf 1o & seaman’s eye than thet which wow
lay before the sight of Admirel Bluewater and
Mildrek.  Beneath them rode the Seet; mx-
teen el of different rigm, eleven of which,
hewever, were two-decked ships of the largest
sige then kpown in maval warfare; nnd al) of
which were In that perfect order that an active
and intelligent commender knows how to pro
<ure, eren from the dilatory snd indifferent
If Adwiral Bluewater was comspleuous In me-
neewvring a flect, nnd in rendering every vesw!
of a line that extended a teague, efficient, end
that too in her right place, Sir Gereaise Oska
had the reputation of being coe of the hor
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wamen, in the ordinery seose of the word, in
Eagland. No vessel under hls command ever
bad & lubberly look ; and no ship that had any
uiling in her, failed to bave jt brought out of
bet. The vicesdmiral was familiar with that
all-important fucl—one thet members equally of
Coogress aad of Parliament re 8o apt to for-
4 or zather not to hoow at sl — that the
theieocy of e whole Seet, av a Heety i neces-
arily Yreught dows Lo Lhe level of ity worst
tipr.  OF Iitde wvail in it 1hat four or five
vessels of & squadron wail fast wnd work weld,
if the eight or ten rhat remain behave badiy
uwd wre dull. A sepurulion of the wessels is
the ineritalile consequence, whey the properties
of wll are thoroughly Lried ; and the divison of
1 force is the first atep towends its defeat, as ita
proper concentration is a leading condition of
Tictory, As the poorer vessels caanot imilate
the better, the good wre compelisd 1o regulate
their movements by the bad; which in at onee
ewntindly bringing down the best ships of &
Heet 1o Lhe tevel of ita worst i—the proposition
with which we commenced,
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Sir Grecvaise Ozkes was 3o grear a favourite,
that all he asked was usually conceded to him.
One of his conditons was, that his vessels
should suil cqually well. “1F you give me
fast ships,” he said, “1 can overtake the eme-
my; # dull, the enemy can overtake me; and
Ileare you to say which course will be most
likely 1o briog oo att clion. At uny Tate, give
me consorts ; ot one Oyer aod one drag, but
vessela Lhat ean keep within hail of cach ather
without anchoring™ The Admirally professed
every desire to obligr the gallani commander ;
and, as he was cesolved mever to quit the
Plantagenet until ahe waz wern out, it was
indispensably necesaary to Bnd a3 many fast
vessely an possible, to keep her company, The
result wes literally o fleet of *horses,” as
Galleyge used ta call it; and it was generatly
said in the serrice, that * Cakes bad 2 squadron
of Byere, il not a fiying squadron.™

Vensela like these just mentioned are usually
symmetrical and graceful o the eye, ns well as
fant. This fact was apparent to Mildred, we-
custamed as ahe wan lo the sight of shipa: and
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e ventured to express as much, afier she and
ber companion had mood quile & mioute on the
dif, gazing et the grand spectacle benenth
thea.

“¥our vesscls ook even handsomer than
wmmon, Admiral Bliewaler,”  she paidiy
“ theugh & ship, to @e, iz dlways wn attractive
g

“ This is because they are handsomer than
mamen, My prewy  eritic ¥ice- Admiral
Ockes ia an officer wha will no more tolerate
i ugly ship ie hin Heet than = peer of the
trafm will marry any woman but one who i
handiame; unleas indeed she happen to be
wrpsuingly rich™

| have heard that men are accustomed to
Lxe their hearis under such an influency,” said
Mildred, taughiog; “but [ did sot koow
before that they were ever frank enough to
wow it |7

“The knowledge has been imparied by &
wudent mother, 1 suppose,” returned the rears
wioial in » wusing maoner; 1 wivh I steod
wilidently in the parental relalion to you, my
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young friend, to veulure to give a Littls advice,
s, Never, before, did [ frel 20 stroog a
with to warn & buman being of & grest danger
that I fear is impending aver her, could ]
presume fo take the bberty.”

“11is oot u Liberty, but & duty, to wam
any one of & danger that is known to ourselves,
and oot to the peryog who incurs the risk. At
lemst wo it appenry o the =yes of a very young
girl”

" Yes, if the danger wan of falling from
these cliffy, or of mtting fire to 2 house, or of
soy ather visible calamity. The case is dif-
ferent when young ldies, and wetting fire to the
heart, are cobcerned

“ Certainly, I can perceive the distinction,™
answered Mildred, after  dhort pyuse; * and
can understand that the e person who would
oot sruple ta give the alurm aguinst any
physical danger would hesitate even wt hioling
at one of & moral character. Nevertheless, if
Admirad Bluewater think e simple girl, like
e, of sufficient impostrnce to take 1he irou-
ble 10 interest bimself 1o ber welfare, 1 should
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bape be would ool sheink from pointing out
dunger. It is & termible word to dlecp oo
wd | confess, besides a little uneasiness, to & |
good deal of curioaity, to know more.”

% This is said, Mildred, becanne you are
anscrustoned to the shocks which the tongue
of rode man may gire your scnsitive feelings™

“ Unaccuntomed [ said Mildred, trembling
© that the meakness was apparent ta her
companion. « Unacoustamed ! Alss [ Admi-
nt Bluswater, can thin be 30, after what you
byve seen and heard !

“ Pardon e, dear child; nothing was far-
ther from my thoughts than to wish to revive
thowe unpleasant recolleetions I ] thought I
should be forgiven, I might venture yet to
reveal my secret; for Deves tlore, though 1
oot tell the rewson of so sudden and wo
estraordinary an intetest in one who is almast
i tranger—"

" No, po, not & siranger, dear air.  Afrer
+ll that has passed to-day ; after you have been
adumitted, though it were by aecident, 0 one
ment pacred wecret s == ufipr all that wus said in
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the tarriage; and the terrible scenes my be
loved mother went through in your prestoce
B0 DY years sinee, you rcal never be s
stranger Lo i, whetever may be your own de
sire te fancy yourself one’”

" Girl, you do not fmscinste, you do bt
tharm me, but you dind me to you io a war
i did wot think it in the power of any human
Leing to subjugste my feclings 1™

Thin was paid with so much energy that
Mildred dropped the arm she held, and anw-
ally recoiled a step, if not in alarm, at Tea
in surpmise.  But, on looking up iuto the face
of her companion, and pereeiving large tean
actually glisteoing on his check, and sesing
the hair that exposure and menial carea had
whitened mare thao Llime, all her wonfidence
returned, acd whe resumed the place she had
abandeoned, of her own arcord, and as oaturddly
a3 & daughter would have clung 1o the dde
of a father.

“T ap aure sir, my gratitude for this io
terest ought to be quite equal to the honour
it doer me,” Mildred said, earmently, * Aed,
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oow, Admiral Bluewater, do not hesitate to
spenk ta roe with the frapkoess that a parent
might use. T will Listen with the respect and
deference of & daughter.”

"“Then do Haten te what I bave to say, and
mske no anawer, if your find yoursell wounded
it the fricdom | am taking. It would seem
thar these in but one subject on which & man,
old fellow or young fellow, can speak to e
lovely young girl, when he getw her alone,
wder the light of & fine mocns and that is
love.  May, start not aguin, my dear, for, if
Lum abaut te speak on so swkward & subject,
itis 20t in my ownp bebalf. ! hardly keow
whether you will thik it in behalf of any ones
u what I have to aay, is oot an appead to your
fections bul a warning wguinsl bestowing
\he.”

“ A warning, Admiral Bluewater{ Do you
rally think that can be nrcessary P

“Nay, my child, that is best known ta
yourself,  OFf ooe thing I sm cerlaing Lhe
Youog wan I have in oy eye, affects to admire
you, whether he does or not; and when young

L F
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women are led to believe they wre loved, it is
4 strong appeal ta all ther generous feelings to
soswer the passivn, if oot with equal wermth,
at least with something very like it.”

“ Affects to admire, sir] And why should
any onc be ut the paine of affecting feelings
tuwards me, that they do not actuslly enter-
tain? I have meither rank, nor menoey, to
bribe any vne to be guilty of an hypoeray
20 mean, and which, in my case, would Be s
motivelesa,”

* ¥y af it were motiveless to win Lhe most
beawtiful creature in England ! But, no mat-
ter. We will not stop to aoalyze motites,
when facts are what we mim at. [ should think
there must be some passion in this youth's
suit, and that will enly make it 20 much the
mere dangerous ta it object. At all evenis,
Ifeel a deep convietion that be is altogether
unworthy of you, This is a bold expression
of opinion om an acquaintance of » day; but
there are such reasons for ity that a man of my
time of life, if unprejudiced, can searcely be
deerived.” '
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] beg pardon, sir-—1 reslly imagined,”
the confused girl epawereds “hut, it was =
ratural mistake for me to supposs your mesnt
Mr. Rotherham, ay he is the soly persen whe
has ever spoken to my mather oo the subject
of anything like u preference for me.”

T should have lew fear of those who spoke
to your mother, Mildred, than of those who
apoke only to you, As 1 hate ambiguity, ho=-
ever, I will say, at anee, that my ellusion wed
1o Mr. Wychecombe.”

“ Mr. Wyeh be, Admiral Bluewater !™
and the veteran felt the erm that leaned oo
him tremble wiolently, » wad confirmation of
even more then he apprehended, or he would
not have been sa abrupl. % Surely, aurely the
wartling you mean cenpot, cughi nob to spply
1a « gentlemen of Mr. Wychecombe's standing
and character !

“ Buch {n the world, Mise Dutton, and we
old seamen, in particular, get to koow it, whe
ther willingly or oot. My sudden interem in
you, the recollection of former. but painful
weenes, und the events of the duy, have made
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me marchful, sed, you will add, beld,— but
Tam resolved to speak, even st the risk of
Ewbliging you for ever,—and, in speaking,
1 oust sy, that I meeer met with a young
zun who hes mede so unfavourable an im-
Prewion on me a8 this eame Mr Wyche-
cwenbe” )

Mildred, uncooscioudly ta herself, withdrew
ber arm, and she felt astonished at her own
kiity, in 1o suddenly becoming suffcieatl
itieate with a strenger to permit him thus

tn disparage & confirmed friend.

“1 am serry, sir, that you entertain so in-
different an opinion of ane who is, I believe,
« geoeral favourite in this part of the coun-
try,"” she answered, with a coldness that ren-
dered ber manner macked.

“T perceive I shall share the fate of all
unwelcome counsellors, but can only blame my
own presumption.  Mildred, we live in mo-
tentous timoes, and God knows what i3
txppen Lo myslf, in the next few months,
bul, 30 strong is the inemplicable interest that
L fed in your welfare that I shall veoture
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still to offend. I like mot thin Mr. Wyche
combe, who is s devout an admirer of yours
resl or affected; and, as to the liking of de-
pendants for the hefr of a considerable eatate,
it is wo much a matter of couree that [ count
it nothing.”

“The heir of a considerable estate !™ re-
pented Mildred, in a woice ta which the na-
sl sweetnew returned, quietly resuming the
arm she hnd wo unceremoniously dropped.
“ Burely, deer air, you nre pot wpeaking of
Mr. Thomas Wychecombe, Bir Wycherly's
nephew #”

" Of whom else ahouid T speak 7 Has he
uot been your shadow the whole day?—so
marked in his atlentiony ms wmerce to deetz
it nocessary to concesl hin wit.”

“Has it reslly wtruck you thus, ¢iz? 1
confess I did rot so congider it We are wo
much at home ot the EHall, that we rather
expect all of that family to be kind to ue
But, whether you are right in your conjectutr
ar nat, bir. Thormes Wychecombe can never
be aught to me; and, a3 proof, Admiral Blue
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water that 1 take your wamning as it is meant,
io kindoess and sincerity, I will add, that he
isot % very particular favourite”

“1 rejoice to here it. Now there ia his
smesahe, our young lieulenant, as pgallant
wnd we poble u fellow as ever lived,—waould to
Hearen he was oot so wrapt wp in his pro-
faddon as 1o be ipsensible to any beauties
but those of a ship. Were you my owo
dagghter, Mildred, I could give you to that
lud with ab much freedom aa I would give
him my estale, were he my son.”

Mildred smiled,—and it was wrehly, though
wot without a shade of serrow, too,—but she
had wutficient welficommand to keep her feel.
ings o herself, and too much maiden reserve
sl to shrink from betraying her weakmess
to poe who, after all, was lidle more than
4 stranger.

"1 dare @y, vir,” she answered, with an
quitocation which was perhaps venial, * that
your knowledge of the werld bas judged both
these gentlemen rghtly.  Mr. Thamas W yche
cambe, notwithstanding sl you heard from
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iy poor father, is not likely to think eericusly
of me; and | will anewer for my own feelings
a5 regards fim, | am, in Do menuer, & proper
person ta become Lady Wychecombe ; and, I
trust, 1 should have the prudence to decline
the honour, were it even offered to me. Believe
me, sir, oy father would have held a different
language to-night had it not been for Sir
Wycherly’s wine and the maoy loyal toasts
that were drunk. He musi be conscious, in
his reflecting moments, thut w child of his is
upeuited to 8o high e station, Qur prospects
in life were coce beiter than they are now,
Adoiirs] Blugwater, Lut they have never been
such as to raise these high expevtations in
["Ph

" An officer’s daughter may mlways claim
to be a gentlewoman, my dear; and, es such,
you might become the wife of a duke, did he
love you. Since 1 find my warning unne
¢cesnary, hawewer, we will Chﬂ;‘lgE the discourse.
Did not somethiog extraordinary occur at this
cliff this moroing, and in eonncetion with this
vory Mr. Thomam Wychecombe?  Sic Ger-
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as this Cuoe wmay approsch it by moonlight,
but in the day, I confem to you, { shauld oot
fancy standing as near it as we do at this
moment."

Mildred was much embarrussed for an an-
awer. Her own heart told her Wycberlys
molive, but that it would never do to avow e
her compabion, great a1 was the happioess
she felt in nvowing it to herself, Gladly would
she have changed the discourse: but, as this
could pet be done, she yiclded to ber nuiive
integrity of character, and, told the truth, s
far as ghe toid anything,

“ The finwers that grow on the sunny side
of these rocks, Admiral Bloewster, are singu-
larly fragrant and bewutiful,” she said ; ' and
hearing my mother and mysell speaking of
them, and how much the (ormer delightsd in
them, though they were w0 seldom to be bad,
he just ventured over the cliff; not here, where
it is so very perpendicular, but yonder, where
one may cling to it very well, with & litte
care; and it was in venturing a little, just »
very litthe boo far, he told me himself, sin, to-
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duy, after dinber, that the stone broke, and
(e wecident occurred. Fode pot think Mr
Wycherly W gchecombe in the least fool-hardy,
and oot at ell disposed to seek a allly admi-
nition by o 6ily exploit.”

« He has a most Jovely and a most elo-
quenl wdvocate,” returned the admiral, smifiog,
theugh the expression of his wes
wduncholy, even to sadaese; % and he ia ar-
quitted. 1 think few men of hin years would
besitate about risking their necks for Howern
w fragrant and beautiful, and s much co-
veted by your mother, Mildred.”

% and he a eailor, s, who thioks so little
of standing on giddy places, and Jaughs at
fearn of thin nature ?®

 Quite true; though there are few cliffs an
bowrd ahip, Fopes ire aur sources of cous
nge”

B I hould think, by what passed to-day,”
returned Mildred, langhing. « Mr Wrycherly
alleg out for a rope, and we just threw him
e to help him out of his difflculty. The
moment he got his rope, though it was only
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yonder small wignal-halyards, he felt himsell as
secure a8 if he atood up here, on ibe height,
with acres of level ground wrogod him. I
do not think he was frighteced, st any time;
but when he got hold of thut little rope he
wan fairly vulient 1™

Mildred endenvoured (o laugh aL ber own
histary, by way of velling her interest in the
event; but her companion was too old, and
too discerning, to be ennily deceived. He
continucd alent, ax he led her nway from the
¢liff; and when he entered the cottage, Mildred
waw, by the nearer light of Lhe candles, that
his countenance was still sad.

Admiral Bluewater remained alf ao hour
longer in the cottage, when he tore himsell
away, from a society which, for him, possessed
2 <harm that be could not mecount for, nor
yet scmrcely eatimate. 1t was past oo wheo
he bid Mrs. Duiton and her daughier adieu:
promising, however, 1o see them again, before
the fleet sailed, Late aa it was, the mother
and Mildred felt no disposition to vetire, afler
the exciling scenes they had gone through;
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but, feeling a calm oo their spirits, succeeding
the rude intermzption produced by Dutton's
brutdity, they walked out on the cliff, to
mjoy the cool air, and the bland scenery of
the hend.Jand, at thet witching hour.

“ [ should feel alarm at chis particutarity of
aention, from moet men, my child,” observed
the prudent wmother, as they left the house;
“but the yearn, aod #specially the character of
Admira| Bluewater, ure pledges that he medi-
tites nothing foalish, nor wreng.”

" Hia years would be sufficient, mother,”
et Mildred, laughing: for her laugh came
udly, vince the opinien she had just before
bard of W ychetly's merit, ** learing the cha-
tacter out of the guestion.”

“For you, perhaps, Mildred, but net for
Eimelf. BMen ravely seem Lo think Lhemselves
0 old to win the young of our sex; and what
they want in attraction they generally endes-
Tour ta supply by fattery and artifice. But
1acquit our mew friend of all that.”

“ Had e been my own father, dearest mo-
tber, bis language, anel the interest he ook in
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mie, eould not have been more paternal. T have
found it truly delightful to lisien 1o such coup
cel, fram one of his sex | for, jn general, they
do not treat me in s sincere and fatherly a
manner.”

Mra Dutton's lip quivered, her eye-lida
trembled too, #nd R couple of tears fell on
her cheeks.

“ It ie new to you, Mildred, to listen to the
language of disinterested affection wnd wisdom
from ane of his years and sex. I do nat cen~
sure your lstening with pleasure, but merely
tell you to remember the proper reserve of
your years and cheracter. Hiat! there ave the
wounde af hia barge’s onrs.”

Blildred listened, and the messured, but
sudden jerk of oars in the rullocke ascended
on the still nightair es distinetly as they
might have Leen heard in the boat. AL the
next loslant an  eight-oared barge moved
awilily put from under the cliff, sod glided
stendily on towards a ship, that hed one lan-
tern suspended From the end of her gaff, no-
other in her mizzen-top, and the small night-
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bag of & rear-admiral futtering at her mizen-
roral-mast-head.  The cutter lay nearest to
the landing, aud, as the barge approached her,
the ladien heard the loud hail of  Doat-ahoy 1*
The answer was slso nudible, though given in
the mild, geotleman-like voice of Dluewater
mmself, It was simply * Rear-admiral's fag.”
A death-like stilloess succeeded this annumria-
tion of the mok of the officer in the passing
boat, interrupted ooly by the mensared jerk of
the cars. Once or twice, indeed, the keen
bearing of Mildred made her fancy she hasrd
the common dip of the eight oars, and the
wash of the water, as they rose from the
element to gain & renewed purchane.  As each
vessel was approached, however, the hail and
the answer weee tenewed, the quiet of mid-
vight, In every instance, succeeding. At
length the barge war seen shooling elang on
the querter of the Cwaar, the rear-admiral’s
owp ship, aod the Last hail was given. This
lime, there was a slight stir in the vewsel;
«nd, woon after the sound of the cars ceased,
the laoterns desecnded from the stations they
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had held, since mightfall. Two or three other
lanterns were will displayed at the gafis of
other vessels, the signs that their captaing
were not on board; though whether they were
ashore, or visiting in the fret, were facts
beat known to themsel The Pl
however, had no light; it being known thal
Sir Gervaise did not intend to vome off that
night.

When all this was over, Mrs. Dutton and
Mildred scught their pillows, after an exciting

day, and te them one far more momentous
than they were then aware of.

END OF THE PINST YOLUWE

Lowoan
FLOCTRD BT BaMUWL FENTLET,
Bangor Hoass, Bian Laser.



THE TWO ADMIRALS.

V. 11



LOKDOR @
FRIFIRD BT SLMCAL BENTLIG,
Bangor Houss, Biane Lums.



THE

TWO ADMIRALS.

A TALE OF THE SEA

BY J. FENIMOLRE COOPER

AUTUOR OF
~TRE FILOT,” * RED BOTERS " WATER WITCH," 370

Come, 47 pa hindivd ebiaftalon of Ihe doen

i mighiy phAMAG rvond J4GT AL besd

Housh arevy tomrmr ihat Envaden bls ideep,

i greard i autv) Ul worstidis peur Fricad.
Eime o Trippe

IN THREE VOLUMES.

voL. 1L

LONDON:
RICHARD DENTLEY, KEW BURLINOYTON BTREET.

1542,






THE TWO ADMIRALS

CHAPTER L

Wiwen | connider life, 'L is nll & cheat;

Yet foal'd with bope, men Borour the deceit;

Trust o0, and think emormw will repay ;

Yewmorrom s falser than the former day.
Deroce.

Auruotgn Admiral Bluewster devoted the
tinitum of time to sleep, he was not what
the French term matinal. There is a period
io the morning, on board of & ship of war,—
that of washing decks, — which can be best
wmpared to the discamfort of the American
purification, yelep'd *a house.cleaning.”  This
occurs dafly, about the rising of the sun;
wod oo officer, whose rank raises him abuve
wipgling with the duty, ever thinks, except
o0 extracrdiosry occasions that may require

LN 2
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his presence far other purposes, of intruding
on its sacred mysteries. It is & rabid hoor
in a ship; and the wisesl course, Tor all idlers
and af] walch-officers, who are not on duty,
ie to keep themselves under huiches, if their
convenience will possibly allew it. He who
wears & flag, however, is upually reposiog in
his ent, st this oritical moment; or, if risen
at all, be s going thraugh similar daily ablu-
tions of hie own persan.

Admiral Bluewater wan in the act of open-
ing his eyes, when the splash of the first
bucket of water was heard on the deck of
the Cesar, and he Jay in the specier of en-
joyment which is sa peculiar to naval mmen
after they have risen 1o the station of com-
mander; a aort of semi-tranee, in which the
migd summena sl the ancicnt images con-
nected with squalls, reefing top-sails in the
rain, standing on the quarter of & yard,
shoating * Haual out to leewsrd ™ peering aver
the weatber hammock-cloths to eye the weather,
with the sleet pricking the Face ke peedles;—
and, washing decke] These drenmy images of
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the past, howerer, tre summoned merely Lo
increase the sense of present enjoyment.  They
it w many wellcontrived foils, to give
greater brilliency to the dinmonds of & com-
furtsble cot, and the entire consciousness of
being no longer exposed to an untimely sum-
wons on deck.

Our resr-admiral, nevertheless, was not a

rulgar 4 y 00 guch i He though

bitle of personal comforls x &ny time, unless,
iodeed, when personal discomforts obtruded
thrmsetves on his sttention; he knew little,
o oothing, of the science of the table, whereas
tia friend was w knowing cook, and in his days
of probation had been o distinguished caterer ;
bt be was addicied to a eort of dreaming of

his own, even when the sun stood in the zenith ;
ad ke was walking the poap, in the midet
of & eircle of his officers. Sull, he could not
relrain from glaneing bLaek et the puat, that
morning, as plash afler plash was heard, and
recalling the time when magra pars quorum
rert. At this delectable instant, the ruddy
face of & " young geatleman™ appeared in his
sl
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state-room door, and, Brat ascerinining thet the
¢yes af hin superior were actually open, the
youngster anid —

* A note from Sir Gervaise, Admiral Blue
witer.”

“ Very well, sir,"—taking the note.—"“How's
the wind, Lord Geoffrey 7™

“An [Hshman's hurricene, sir; right up
and down. (lur Brst says, sir, he never koew
finer channcl weather.”

““{Jur first ia u greal strologer. Is the feet
riding flood yet 2™

“ Na sir; it's slack-water: ar, mther, the
ebib is Just beginning to make.”

* (o an deck, my lord, and see if the Dover
has hove in any upon her larboard-bower,
3 &b to bring her more on our quarer.”

“ Ay, ay, #ir”  And this cadet, of one of the
most illusirious houses of Englucd, skipped
up the Indder to mscertain the fact.

la the mesn while Bluewater slrelchcc! gul
an wrm, drew a curtain from befare his lale
window, fumbled for sume time amang his
clothes before he got his apectarles, and Lhen
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opened the nate. This early epistle was
couched in the following words.

“ Dexe Bure,

“ 1 write this in 2 bed big roough ta ware
wwinety in. 1've been athware ships half the
night, without knowing it, Galleygo has just
been in to report * aur flect’ al! well, and the
ships riding Bood. 1t seems there is a good
laok-out from the top of the house, where part
of the roads wre visible. Blagrath, and the
*est of them, have been at poor Bic Wycherly
ol night, I learn, but be remains down by
the head yet. 1 um afreid the good old man
will never be in trim again. ! shall remain
bere, unlil something is decided; and, as we
canmot expect our orders until next day after
to-morrow, at the sconest, one might ae well
be hetr, a2 on board.  Come arhore and break-
fast with un; when we can consult about the
propriety of ining, or of abandoning 1he
wreck,  Adieu,

“ Duxes”
* Bear-Adesieal Blyswater,”
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the first side of a pege. Thie Will he copied,
verdatim et literatim, leaviog Llanks for the
name of the legatee, end sppointing Bir Ger-
vaise Oakes hip executor, ae in the Will al-
ready exceuted. When finished in this man-
ner, he set sbout filling up the blanks. For =
passing instant, he fell lempted to insert the
name of the Pretender; but, smiling a1 his
own folly, he wrote that of * Mildred Duttan,
daughter of Frencis Dutton, & master in His
Majesty’s Navy,” in all the places that it was
requisite o Lo do. Then he affized the seal,
and, folding all the upper part of the sheat
oven 30 as 1o conceal the codtents, he rung 2
litele silver bell, which alwaya stood at his
elbow, The outer cabin.door wer opened Ly
the sentry, who thrust his head in st the
apening,

“ [ want ore of the young pgrodemen,
sentry,” said the rear-admiral.

The door closed, end, in ancther minute,
the smiling fece of Lord Geofirey weas a1 the
entrance of the aften-cabin,
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“ Who ‘s on deck, my lord," demanded
Bluewater, * beside the watch 2
* No ooe, sir.  All the idlers keep a8 close
u foxes when the decks are petling it; and
s for any of our encrers showing their faces
before ix bells it s quite out of the guestion,
uir.”

““ Bome one must surely be slirming in the
guo-rooyn, by this tme! Go and esk the
chaplain, and the captain of the marines, ta
do me the favour to slep inlo the cabin — or
the first lieutenant; ot the master; ar any of
the idlera.”

The midshipman was gone two or thres
mitutes, when he returned wilh the purser
atd the chaplain.

" The Srat li is in the forehold,
gr; wll the merines have got their dend-lights
atitl in, and the master in working-wp his log,
the gun-toom steward ssys. I hope these will
do, siry they are the greatest idlers in the
wbip, [ belicee”

Lovd Geoffrey Cleveland was the second sun

LR}
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of the third doke in the English empire, and
he koew it, ga well a2 any ane on board
Admiral Bluewater had no slavish respeet for
tank; nevertheless, Like all men sducated un-
det wn atistocratic system, he was infuenced
by the feeling to & degree of which be himself
wan far from being cooscious. This young
seion of nobility wes nat in the least favowred
in matters of duty, for this his owsn high wpi-
rit wauld have rescnied ; but he dined in 1he
cabin twiee as often as any other midehipman
an board, and had obtained for himself a sort
of license for the tongue, thet emboldened him
to utter what passed for smart things in the
cockpit and guo-room, and which, out of all
doubt, were pert things cverywherel Neither
the chaplain nor the purser took offeace at his
libertien on the present occasion ; end, as for
the rear-admirnl, he bad not attended to what
had been witered. As soon, however, us he
found others in hin cabin, he motioned 1o them
ta approach his desk, and pointed to the paper,
folded down, as mentioned.
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“ Every prudent man,” be smd, * ol o
cally every prudent smile and sidicr, & 3
tigee of war, ought to be provided with 2 W
This in mine, just drawn up, by mypwll; =
that instrument is un okd one, which I mow de
oy, io your presence. | ackoceledge tis 1o
b my hand and seal," —writiog bis mame, 2xi
Ieoching Lhe seal wich 2 finger 25 be spuke, —
“uffived 10 this my lapt Will sad Tesmurs:
Will you huse the kindpess o sct ae wis-
Tesea? Y

Whea the chaplain wnd porser had eifaed
telr vames, there wtill retnmine] & spuoe for 2
thied signature. This, by » sign from is s
prricr, the laughing oidshipman Blled =izh 420
o sigautare,

I hope you "ve recollected, sit,™ cried aoe
by, with glee, a5 be took bis wemt o ober,
“that the Biuewaters and Clredsnds me -
luad [ ehall be grievously disuppoisted,
when this will s proved, if oy some be oo
Jound somewhere in it

“80 shall I, too, my bord,”™ drly returnsd
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Bluewster ; *“for, 1 fully expect it will appear
a9 a witness, a character Lhat is at ovee faxal
to all claime as a legatee”

' Well, sir, I auppose flag-officers ean do
pretty much an they pleass with their mooey,
since they do pretty muoch as they please =ith
the shipe, and &ll in them. 1 must len s
much the harder on my 1wo old sunts, m 1 ep-
pear to have laid myself directly athwarthawse
of fortune, in this alair!*

** Gentlemen,” said the rear-admiral, with
easy courtesy, * I zegret it i nat in my
power to have your company ul diower Lo-
day, as I wm summoned ashare by Sir Gen
vaise, end it io uncertain when T can get of
agsin ; but to-morrow I shall hope 10 emjoy
that pleasure,”

The officers bowed, expressed Iheir ackpow-
ledgments, accepted the dovitstion ; bowed
once or twice more esch, and left the cabe
with the exception af the midshipman,

“ Well, sir,” exclaimed Bluewater, & Ltk
surprived at finding ke was not alone, afier
& minute of profound reverie: ™ to what re
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quest am i indebted still ta the pleasure of
¥FOUT prewnce i

** Why, v it's just forty miles to my
fathers house in Cornwall; and I know the
whole fumily i there: so I just fancied, that
by bending on two extra horses, a chaise
might make the park-gates in about five hours;
and by getting under-way on the refurn pas-
e, tormorrow about this time, the old Cmsar
would never miss a crazy reefer, more or less”

“ Very ingeniously put, young gentleman,
and quite plausble. When T waa of your
e I was four years without ooce seejng either
father ot mother."

“ Yes, #ir; but that was such = long time
aga! Boys can't stand it helf s well now as
they did then, & all old people say.™

The resr.admiral’s lips moved slightly, ns if
u smile strugpled about his mouth, and then

his face pudd

by loet the expression in one
Lpproaching to aadness,

“You know, Geoffrey, | am not commander-
inschiel. Sir Gervaise alone can give a fur-
lough"
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“ Very rue, siv; but whetever you ask of
it Gerraisc he always doer, more especially
s toneerns us of your Sug.ship ”

“ Perhaps that is true. Bui, my boy, we
live in stricus times, and we may aafl in an
hour's police. Arn you igporant that Prince
Charles Fidward has landed in Scotland, and
that the Jacobites are up wnd doieg? I the
French back him, we may have our hands fuli
here, in the chanpel.™

“ They my dest mother must go without &
kiss for the pext twelvemonth!™ cried the gal-
lanl boy, dashing a band furtively mcross his
eyes, o spite of his resolution, * The thrope
of 0ld England must be upheld, even though
pot a mwother por a weter in the ialend see v
midshipraan for years |

% Nobly waid, Lord Jeoffrey: and it shall
be known at head-quarters.  Your family is
whig; and you do well, at your time of life,
to stick ro the family pelitics.”

= A small run ou the shore, sir, would be
a great plensure, after 5ix manths at sea f7

“You must usk Captain Stowel's leave for
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that. Voo know | never interfere with the
duty of the ship.”

“Yex, air: but there are ao ouny of s,
aed all have n baokering after terra frma.
Might I just szy, that I have your permis-
don to ask Captain Stowel to let me have
& run on the clifs#"

“You may do rhat, my lord, if you wish
it; but Stowel knows that he can do ws he
Plenses.™

“He would be a queer coptain of a man-
of-war i he didn't, wir]  Thaok you, Ad-
mirsl Bluewater. | will write to my maother
mnd I kpow she'll be satinfied with the reasan
I wball give her for nat coming to see her
Good morning, dir”

" Good momning” Then, when the hoys
hand was on the lock of the cabin-door, # My
tord 7

“Did you wish to say anything mare, wir '

“When you write, remember me kindty
@ the duchess. We were intimate when

Young peaple; and, I might say, loved each
atber.



16 THE TWO ADMIRALS.

The midshipman promised Lo do a» desird:
and then Lhe rearadmiral was left alone.  He
walked (he cabin for half an hour, musing
on what he had done in relation te hiv pro-
perty, and on what he ought to do in e
lation Lo the P der ; when he suddealy
summoned his coxswain, gave a few dime-

tions, and sent an order on deck to have his
barge manned. The customury reporls wemt
their usuwl round, and ceached the cabin io
about three minutes wore; Lord Genoffrey
brioging them down again.

“The barge in manted, sir," sid the lad
standing near the cebin-door, rigped owt in
the neat go-ash lothes of n midshiy

“ Have you seen Caplain Stowel, my lord 27
demunded the rear-admiral.

"1 have, mr; and he has given me per-

misgien to drift aleng shore until sunsct; [o
be off with the evening gun of the vicead-
maTal.”

“Then de me the fivour to take » soaf
in my barge, if you are quite ready "

This offer was accepted ; and in 2 few mi-
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outes all the ceremonies of Lhe deck had been
abserved, and the rear-admicel was seated in
his barge. 11 wis now 20 late, that etiquette
had feir play, and no peint was omitted on
the occasion. The copiain was on deck, in
peraon, ws well as gun.room officers enough
te represent their body; the guard was pa-
raded under its offcers: the dromm rolled:
the boatswain piped #ix side bays over, and
Lord Geoffrey skipped down first inte the
boat, Tl full ding uniil

R P ¥ B

his superior waa seated. Al these puneli-
Yios observed, the boat was shoved off from
the vemel's side, the eight carw dropped, as
onc, and the party moved towards the ahore.
Every cutter, barge, yawl, or lsunch that was
mel, and which Jid not contain an officer of
rank itself, tossed its cars as this barge, with
the rear.admirud's fiag Buitering in ita baw,
passed, while the others lay on thein, the
grotlemen paluding with their hats. In this
manner the barge passed the feel, sod wp-
proached the shore. At the landing, a little
ntural quay, formed by a low fat rock, there
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was a geoeral as the dmirnl's
fag was seen to draw pear; and even the
boats of cxptains were shoved aside to give
the paval par.  As soon, hawever, a3 the foot
of Bluewater touched the rock the littke dag
was struck ; wnd, & mivule later, w cutter, with

only a lieutenant in ber, coming in, that officer
ordered the barge to make way for Ait, with
an air of high and undisputed autherity.
Perhapa therc was oot & mus in the British
marine te whom the etiquette of the serviee
guve lees coocern than to Bluswater. In
this respect, he waa the very reverse of bis
friend ; for Sic Gervaise war n punetiicus
observer, and a rigid enforcer of all the pre-
weribed coremoniale.  This was by no mesns
the only professtonal point on which thesc
two digtinguished officers differed. 11 b
already been joned, that the v dimi
vl was the best tacticien in Fngland, while
the viceadmiral was merely tespectable in
that branch of his duly. On the other hand,
Bir (ervaisc was deemed the best practical

seaman afioat, so far as w single ship was
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concerned, while Bluewater hud no particu-
lar reputation in that way. Then as to dis
cipline, the asme diatinction eximted. The
commender-in-chiel was o little of 2 mar-
finel, exacting complisnce with the most mi-
tute regulations; while his friend, even when
a captain, had tbrown the police duty of his
thip very much on what is called the exe
cutive officer, or the Srst-lieutenant; leaving
to that important functionary the duty of
devising, an well an of executing the eystem
by which order and elemnliness were main-
wmined in the vessel. Nevertheless, e
water had his merit even in titis peculinr
feature of Lhe profession. He had made the
bewt captain of the fleet to his friend thut

hnd ever been met with, This office, which,

in swme measure, corresponds to that of mn

sljutantegencral oo shore, was suited 10 his

lizing avd philosophical tum of mind;

and e had brought all ite duties within the

drcle wnd control of clear und simple prin-
ciples, which rendered them pleasant and cary.
Then, too, whenever he commanded in chief,
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2 freqoendy bappemed, fir 4 week or two
at 3 Eme, Sir Gervaise bemz alwenc it was
remiarhod thar the commem servie of e
Beet went on e clock-work 1 his mimd seew-
g o embrace geoersls, when it refised to
devernd to detaily To comsequence of these
prraocal pecnliarities, the captains often ob-
served that Bluewster cught to have bewn
the semior, and Oakes the junior, and Lhen
tbeir joint commands would have produced
perfection. Bot thew oiticisms must be ser
dosn, in & great measare, to the natural pro-
peosity to fod faol, and an ioherent desire
in mep, even when things are perfectly well
in themalres, 1o prove their own superiority
by pointing out modes and mans by which
they might be made much better. Had the
mervice been on land, this opivion might pos-
sibly bhave had more practieal cuth o it:
but the impetucsity and darieg of Sir Ger-
vaise were oot bad substitutes for lactics, in
the straight-forward combata of ships. Te
resume the narrative,

When Bluewater fanded, he miumed the
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profonnd and general salute of all on or near
the rock by & sweeping but courtequs bow,
which was nevertheless giveo in a vacant, alo-
venly manner; snd immedigtely began to as-
stod the ravine. He hed asctually reached the
grassy acelivity above before he was at all
aware of any person’s being pear him.  Turn-
ing, he pereeived that the midshipman was
at his heels, rempect alone preventing one of the
later's actire limba and years from skipping
fast his superior oz Lhe ascent. The adwirsl
recolieeled how little there was to wouse one of
the boy's habits in a place like Wycherombe,
and he good-naturedly detremived to take him
wong witl himeeif,

“ Yaou are little likely 10 fivd any divesion
here, Lord Geoffrey,” he sabd; © if you will
acept of the society of & dull old fellow, like
wyself, you shell see all I see, be it more ot
lesy.™

" 1*e shipped for the croise, sic, amd am
ready and hsppy, too, Lo follaw your motions,
®ith or without sigmals,” returned the leugh-
g youogster. % 1 suppose Wych be
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sbout mx good es Portwmouth, or Plymeuth ;
and 1°m sure these green fielda are handmomer
than the streets of any dirty town | ever ens
tered.”

“ Ay, green fields are, indeed, pleanant o
the eyes of ys msilors, wha mee nothing but
water, for months at a time Turmn o the
right, if you please, my lord ; T wish to ¢all at
yonder mignal-station, on my way to the Hall”

The bay, as is not usunl with lade of hizege,
inclined in * the way he wes told te go,” and
in e few minutes both stood on the head-land,
As it would not have done for the master to be
absent from hin staff during the day, with a
feet in the roads, Dhatton was already at his
Tost, cleanly dremsed as usual, but trembling
again with the effect of the last night’s debauch
on his merves. He arose, with greal deference
of manner, to receive the rear-admiral, and not
without maoy misgivings of consciences for,
while memary furnished a tolerable outline of
what hed occurred in the interview between
kimself and his wife and daughter, wine had
lost its influence, and so longer helped to aus-
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tain his self-command, He was much refieved,
however, by the discrect manner in which he
was Tt by Bluewater,

“ How i Sir Wycherly 7" inquired the ad-
miral, saluting the master, us if vothing had
happened. A note from Sit Gervaise, wrilten
sbout day-break, tella me he was nat, then,
essentially better 2

1 wish it were in my power to give you
vy pood news, air. 1le must be copscious,
notwrithatanding, for Dick, his groom, has
just ridden over with a note from hir. Flother.

ham, to nay that the cxcelient old baronet par-
ticularly devires to see my wife and dwughter;
anct that the coach will be here, to take them
over in a few mioutes. If you are bound to
the Hall this morning, .sir, [’m certain the
tadies would be delighted to give you =
weat”

“Then T will profit by their kindowss,” re-
turned Bluewater, swating himwel! on the bench
st the foot of the staff; ' more especially,
you think they will excuse my adding Lord

eofirey Cleveland, one of Btowel's midship-
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“ Yes, sir; we all know that, And, there
she comes to el us, I hope, that Monsivur de
Vervillin has, at last, made up his mind to
oote oul sod face us, like n wan. Will you
lewk at the eail, sir? "

Bluewater took the plass, and sweeping the
harigan, he soon caught a view of his object.
A short survey sufficed, fur one s0 expe
tiencrd, and he handed the glass back 1o the
by,

* You have guick eyes, sir,” he maid as
he did so; " that is & cutter, certainly, stand-
ing-in for the ronds; and T believe you may
be right in taking her for the Aetive™

“ s & long %oy to know so0 small a erafi!™
observed Dutton, who ales tock his look st
the atranger.

“ ¥ery true, sir,” answered the boy; *“ but
one ought to tell a friemd a3 far as he can
see him. The Active carries a longer and a
lawer paff than any other cutter in the navy,
which i3 the way we all tell her from the
Goat, the cutler we have with us®

“1 am glad to find your lerdship is &
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cose an ohserver,” returned the complaisant
Detton; “* a certain aign, my lord, that your
lordghip will make & good saitor, in time.™

" Geoffrey i» & good sailor, already,” ob-
wrved the admiral, who knew that the young-
ster was never better pleased than when he
dropped the distance of using his title, end
spoke to, ar of him, as of a conncxion ; which,
in truth, he was “ He has now been with
me four years: having joined when he was
oaly twelve, Two more years will make an
officer of him."”

“ Yes, sir,” said Dutton, bowing first to
ume, and then to the other. ' Yes, sir: his
lordship may well look forward to that, with
his partivular werit, your esteemed favour, znd
bis pacm great name.  Ab ! sir, they 've caught
2 fght of the stranges in the fect, amd bunt-
ing is at work, already.”

In atcharing his ships, Admiral Bluewater
bad kept them ws close together, aa the fog
rendered safe; for one of the greal diffculties
of & ruval commandes 18 Lo retmin hin vessels
in tompact order, io thick ar heavy weather.

[



28 THL TWQ ADNTRALE.

Qrdars bad bres given, however, for o sioop
and & frigate to weigh, and srecch owl inw
the offing a league or two, &t mon a3 the fog
[oft them, the preeeding day, in order to sweep
a3 wide a reach of \be botizon as was coove-
pi¢nt. In order to madptaio their groued in
a light wind, and with a sirong ride runping,
these twa cruisers had anchored ; one, at tbe
distance of w league from the feet, and 1be
other, a mile or two farther cutside, though
more to the rastward,  The sloop lay pearest
1o the steangyr, and signals were 8yiag at her
maio-royal-mast-besd, which the frigate wis
repealing, and transmitting to the Bag-ship of
the cummanderip-chiel. Bluewntsr wa w
familiar with all the ordinary signals, that it
was seldom he had recourse to his book fur
the explanations ; and, in the present instance,
he saw at once that it was the Active's num-
her that was shown, Other signals, howerer,
fullowed, which it surpassed the rear-admirals
kngwledge to read, withoul asdatance; from
all which he was satished thar the stropger
brought intelligence of importance, and which
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could orly be understood by referring to the
prirate signal-book.

While these facts were in the course of oc-
currence the coach wrrived to convey Mre
Dution and  3ildred 1o the Hall. Bluewater
sow presented himsell (o the ladies, and was
received as kindly 84 they had separated from
bim a few hours before: nor were the Intier
displeased at heariug he was to be their com-
panion Dack to the dwelliog of Sir Wycherly.

“1 fear this summons bodes evil Gdings,”
=il Mirt. Dutton: * he wonld hardly think of
desiring to see un unless something quite seri-
s were an his mind ; and the meswenger said

he was oo better.”

* We shall lears all, iny dear lady, when we
reach the Hall,® returned Bluewater: * and
the pooner we reach it, the sooner our dounbis
Ml be removed. Before we enter the carriage
let me make you acquiinted with my young
frimd, Lord Geoffrey Cleveland, whom I have
wesumed (o invite ta be of the party.”

The haod young midehip was wrlf
received, though Mre. Dhutton had been too
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wiuch accustomed, io early life, to wee poople
of condition to belray the same defercose
her husband fur the boy’s rank, The tdes
occupied, as usual, the hind seat of the ook
leaving that in front to their wale compunione
The arrangement aceidentudly brovght i
dred and the midshipman opposite each oiher:
& ch that ao00n d the attentia
of the admiral, in & way thet was a little odd,
if not remarkable. There is a charm iz youtk
that no other period of life posesses ; infincy,
with ils helpless bezuly, scarcely seizing upsd
the imagination and acnses with an equal fore
Both the young persons in question possand
thies advantage in & high degrec: and had then
been no other peeuliarity, the sight might e

dily have proved pleasing to one of Bluewaters
benevolence and truth of feeling. The boy w2
turped of wixteen s an age in England whee
youth does not yet put on the appearance of
manhood ; and he retained all the evidenees of
a gay, generous boyhood, rendered a linle o+
guant by the dash of archness, roguery, ad.
fun, that & mao-of-wer ja tolerably certain to
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impart to m lad of spirit. Nevertheless, hin
covntesance retained an expression of ingen-
vousoess and of ensitive feeling, (hat was sin-
gularly strikiog in one of his sex, and which,
in spile of her beauty of feature, hair, and
complexion, formed the strongest attraction
in the loveliness of Mildred ; thet expression,
which had so tauch struck and charmed Blue-
water, haunted him, we might add, since the
previous day, by appearing so familiar, even
while 20 extraordinary, and for which he had
beep unmble to recollect & counterpart.  As
the now aat, face 1o face with Lord Geaffrey,
ta his great surprise, the rear-admiral found
much of the same charseter of this very ex-
pretadon fn the handsome boy as in the lovely
girl Tt is true, the look of ingenuoueness and
of sensitive feelivg was far less marked in
young Clevelend than in Mildred, and there
wae little gegeral resemblance of fewmture or
wuntenance between the two s atill, the first
wir to be found in both, and so distiactly,
 to be cosily traced when placed in so close
ontact.  Geoffrey Cleveland had the reputa-
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tion of being like hie mother ; and, furmished
with thin clue, the fact suddenly flashed on
Bluvwater's mind that the being whom Mil
dred s nearly and strikingly resembled was a
deceased sister of the duchess, and a beloved
coudin of his own.  Miss Hedworth, the young
Iady in question, had long been dezd ; but all
who hed known her retained the most pleasing
impressions equally of her churme of person
and of mind. Between her and Blucwater
there had existed & tender friendship, in which,
howevir, no shade of passion had mingled; o
circumstance that was in part owing te the
difference in their years, Captain Bluewater
having been mearly twice his young relalives
age; and in part, probably, te the invineible
wmanner in which the latter seemed wedded to
his profession, and his ship. Agnes Hedworth,
notwithetanding, hud been very dear to vur
sailor, from & variety of causes; far more 20
than her eister, the duchess, though she was
a favourile ; and the rearadwmiral, when his
wind glanced rapidly through the chain of
association, that traced the accidental resem-



THE TWO ADMIRALS. 33

blvace of Blildred to thin esteermed objoct, had
2 duerre delight in finding he had thus been
unconsciously attracted by one whose every
kook and smile mow forcibly reminded him of
the countenance of & being wham, in her day,
he had thought so near perfection.  This Jde-
light, however, was blended with madness, on
warjots aceounts; end the whort excursion
proved to be 30 melancholy that ng one way
wrry when it terminated,
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CHAPTER 1L

ar. Traly, Masker Hololecnes, the epitiens are gweedy
varied, like u schofar, it e et But, wir, T wisure ye, 00
wns A buck of the hril bead.
Hed. Sir Katheniel, huud crrda
Bull. T was nod 3 faud erede, L was & priekel
Leme'a Labaer Lost.

Evesv nppenrance of the jolly megligence
which hmd been o charscteristic of life at
Wl be-Hall, hod ished, when the
old coach drew up In the court, to permit the

party it had brought from the station to alight.
As po one was expected But Mre Dulten snd
her deughter, not even a footman sppearsd
1o open the door of the carriage . the vulgar-
minded uswatly revenging their own homage 10
the powerful, by manifesting as many slights
a5 posaible to the weak. Galleygo let the new-
comers out, and, consequently, he was the firs
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persons of whom inguiries were made 81 ro the
state of things in the houte,

M OWell," raid Admirel Blucwater, looking
enrnestly at the stewand: ™ how is Sir Wych-

Terly, and what is the news

" Sir Wycherly is stili on the dectar’s fist.
your honour; and [ cxpects bis case iy set
down as & hard'un. We's us well a3 can be
+tapected, and aliogrther in good heart  Sir
Jarvy turned oul with the sun, thol he dida’t
wrn io "till the middie-watch was half gone—
ot tws bells, us they calls 'om shaard cthis
house — fpur belle, a3 wo should say in the old
Planter—and chickens, [ hears, has riz, a shil.
li* & head, since our first boat landed.”

* Tt's « melanchaly business, Mra Dhatton;
I fear there can be little hope”

* Yes, it's all that, Admirad Blue,” conti.
oued Galleygo, fallowing the party into the
house, oo one but himself hearing a word
e utlered ; ™ and "t will be worse, afore it s
any better.  They tella ime potaties has taken
4 atart, toa; and, o1 gll the b'ys of all the

young gentlemen in the feel is out, like e
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many witd locusts of Hegypl, I expects ne-
thing better than a2 our mens will fare as bad
a8 sogers on & retreat.”

In the hall, Tom Wychecombe, and his
namesake, the leulenant, met the parly. From
the formsl despondency of the fru, everye
thing they apprehended was confimed. The
last, however, was more cheerful, and not alto-
gether without hope; a2 he did not hesitate
ofxenly ta mvow.

“Vor myself, 1 confess 1 think Sir Wyeh-
erly much better,” he said; *although the
opinion ia not sanctioned by that of the medi-
cal men,  His desiring to see these ladies is
favourable ; and then cheering news for him
has been brought back, already, by the mes-
senger scob, anly eight hours gince, for hia
ki Sir Regivald Wyeh b He

.4 I

hen sensibly ryeviesd since thal report was
braught in.”

“Ah! my denr namesike” rejoined Tom,
shaking his head mournfully ; * you cannot
know my Leloved unele's constitution and feel-
ings as well as 1! Rely on ity the medical
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Ten are right ; and your hopes deceive you,
The sending for Mra. Dolton ond Miss Mil-
dred, both of whom my henowred uncle ee-
spects sod  esteems, looks more like leave-
taking than anything elne ; and, as (o Sir Re-
ginalid W ychecombe, — though a relutive, be.
yond a question,—1 think there has been some
mistake in sending for hin o since he is barely
»o acquaintance of the elder branch of the fa-
mily, and he iz of Lthe half-blood "

* flalf what, Mr. Thowas Wychecambe 2"
demanded the vice-admiral so suddenly, be-
Wind the speaker, na Lo eatse all 1o eiart; Sir
Gervaise having hastened to meet the ladies
and his friend, ae soon as he knew of their
arrival, %1 ask pardos, sir, for my abrupt
inquiry ; but, a5 f was the means of sending
for Sir Reginatd Wychecombe I fecl an in-
terest in knowing his exact relationship to
my hoat 7"

‘T'ors started, and even paled, al this audden
quesiion; then the colour tushed imte his
temples ; he became calmer, and zeplied.

o« Half bload, Sir Gervaise,” he said, swendily.
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“ This is an affinity that puts a person alto
gether out of the line of succession; end, of
coUTEC, Femoves any Decessily, or wish, towe
Bir Heginald.”

" Half-fdood — hey ! Atwoud ™ mutend
the vice.adwiral, turoing away towards his
secretary, who had followed him down sirs.
“ This may be the solution, afier all! Da
you bappen to know what Lalfbloed moeans?
It cannot signify that Sir Reginald comes frm
oot of those who have no father, all their
ancestry consisting only of a mother 2"

“[ should think net, Sir Gervaise. In hat
casey, Sir Reginald would scarcely be cone
sidered of B0 honrourable a lineage as he ap-
pesrs to be. 1 have oot the swallest ides,
4ir, what half-divod means; and, perhaps, it
way not be amiss te inquire of the medicsl
gentlemen,  Magrath is up stairs; possibly he
can tell us

] ruther think it hes something to do with
the law, If this out-of-the-way place, now,
could furnish even a Jubiberly attormey, » & might
learn &ll about it Hark'ee, Atwood; you
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must stand by to make Sit Wycherly's Will,
if he says anything more about it. Have you
got the Lieading all written aut, as [ desired 2
** It is guite ready, Sir Gervaise—heginoing,
ay usual, *In the name of God, Amen.' [ have
even ventursd 8o far a1 to deseribe the tes-
tator’s wiyle and residence, & Ko 1 Sir
Wycherdy Wychecombe, Baronet, of Wyche-
combe Hall, Devon, do mezke and declare
this tobe my last Will and Testament, &c. &e."
MNothing is wanting but the devines, as the
lawyers call them. [ can mapage a will well
enaugh, Sir (fervaise, I balieve. COne of mine
has besn in the courts now these five years,
and they tell me it sticka there an well as if it
had been drawn in the Middle Temple."

“ Ay, I know your skill. Still, there cen
be ner hare in just asking Magzath; though
P ahiok it must be luw, after all. Rus up
and ask Lim, Atwood, and bring me the
answer in the drawing-room, where [ soe Blue-
waler Lay gone wilh his convey s and, hark'ee,
tell the sorgeons to let s know the instant
the patient sayas anything about his temporal
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affairs.  The twenty thousand in the funds are
hin, to do what he pleases with; let the land
be tied up, as it may.”

While this © aside” was poing on in the
hall, Blugwater and the reit of the party had
entered a small parlour, that was in constant
use, #till conversing of Lhe state of Sir Wy-
cherdy.  Ar all of them but the twe younyg
pen were ignorant of the nature of the mes-
sepe Lo Sir Reginald Wychecombe, and of the
intelligener in ivn with that genil
which had just been received, Mrs. Dutian
had ventured toask an explanation ; which was

given by Wycherly, with a readiness that
proved de felt no apprehensions on he sulject.

“ Bir Wycherly desired to see hin distant
relative, Sir Keginald,” said the lieutennn:
“and the messenger who was sent to request
his attendance fortunately learned from  post-
boy that the Hertfordshire Laronet, in com-
mon with many other gentiemen, is travelling
in the west, just at thia momenl; and tha
he slept last might, at & house only 1wenty
miles distent. The express reached him several
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bours sines, and an wnswer has been received
informing us that we may expect to see him
it a0 hour or Lwa."

Thus much was related by Wycherly. But,
% may add, that Sir Reginald Wychecombe
wit o Cathalic, as it was then usual to term
the Romanists, and, in secret, a Jacobite; sad,
in comwman with wany of that religious per-
waion, he was down in the west, to sev il a
riing could not be orgunized in that part of
the kingd as.n diversisn 10 any

|3

1o repel the young Pretender in the north.
A1 the utmost caution was used by the con-
spirators, this fact was not even suspected by
iy who wete not in the secret of the whale
proceeding.  Understanding that his relation
was any ipefficient ald man, Sir Regineld, him-
w!f an active and szgacious lotriguer, had ap-
Moached thus oeer to the old paternal resi.
dence of his family, in erder to ascertain if his
oxn name and descent might ot aid him in
cbteining levies amoug the ancient temuntry
of the estete. That day he hed actually in-
tended to appear at Wychecombe, disguised,
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and under 2o sumed name. He proposed
vtnluring on this step, becaur: cirumstances
put it in his power, 1o give woat he thought
would ba received as a sufficien exeuse, should
his conduct exeite comment.

%ir Reginald Wychecombe #as a singular,
but by no means an wonstural compound of
management and integrity. Ilis posilive as
a Papist had dizposed him te intrigue, while
his position as oo proseribed by religions
hostility, had disposed him to be a Papist,
Theusands are made men of activity, and even
of impartanee, by persecution wnd proscrip.
ton, who would pass threugh life quietly
and unnoticed if the meddling hand of human
forethought did not force them into situations
that awahen their hostility, and guicken their
powers. This gentleman wos a firtn believer
in wl the traditions of his church, though
his Tearning extended litile beyond his mis-
wal; and be put the most implich relinnee
on the absurd, because improbable, fiction of
the Neg's Head consccration, without having
even deemed it necessary to lock inte & particle
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of that testimony by which alone such a con.
troversy could be decided. Jo & word, he
waw an i of what religicus intel

bas ever done, and will probally for ever
continue to do, with s weyward a being as
man.

Apart from this wesknem, Sir Reginald
Wychecombe had both a shrewd and an in-
quiring mind. His religion he laft very much
lo the priests; but of his temporal affaita
he musumed u careful and prudent supervision,
He was much richer than the head of the
family ; but, while he had bo meanoesses con-
arcted with maney, he had no abjection to
be the possessor of the old family ealates.
OF Yis own relation to the head of this family
he wea perfectly aware, and the circumstance
of the half.blood, with all its logal conme-
qutnces, was no mcret to him.  Sir Regioakd
Wychecombe was not & man ta be s sty
sted without having recourse to all proper
mtany, i order, a3 it has become the fashion
of the day to expreas it, *1o define his po-
sition” By mesna of a shrewd astorney, if
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not of his own religious, at least of his own
political opinicne, he bad acerlained the fwct,
end this from the mouth of Marthe hersdl,
that Brron Wychecombe had never married:
and that, consequently, Tom and hin Lrothers
were ne mare heirs-at-law to the Wyche
combe estate than he was in his own person.
He fully understoed, toe, that there war no
heir-at-law ; and that the lunda must escbeat
unless Lhe present owner made w will; aod,
ta this Jest act, hin precise information told
him that Sir Wychorly bad an uncooquershle
refuctance. Under sugh circumstances it /s
oot at wll eurprising that when the Hertford-
shire berocet was thus unexpectedly sum-
woned to Lhe bed-side of hin distant kinsmen,
he inferred that his own elaime were ot lgth
lo be tardlly scknowledged, and that he was
about to be put in possession of the estates
of his legitimate spcestora. It dn atil] less
wonderful that, believing this, he promply
promised to Jose no time fn cheying the sum-
mons, determining momentarily Lo forger hie
political, in order to Jook & Ltile after hit
personal intereale
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The reader will understand, of course, that
all these detsils were unknown to the inmates
of the Blall, beyond the fact of the expectsd
arrival  of Sir Heginald Wychecombe, amd
thet of the vircumstance of the halfblood ;
which, in ils true bearing, wus known slone
to Tom. Their thoughts were ditected to-
wards the situation of thor hosl, and bLetle
was said or done that had not his immediate
condition for the abject. It being underatood,
however, hat the surgroms kept the sick
chamber closed sgainet all visitors, & silenl
and melancholy breakfast was taken Ly the
whale party, in waiting for the moment when
they might be admitted. When this cheer-
less meal was ended, Sir Gervalse desired
Biucwater to follow him ta his room, whither

he led the way in pereon.

"1t in possible, certainly, that Verwillin
is out” ecommenced the vice-admirel, when
they were alone; ‘“lhut we ehall know more
about it when the cutter gete in, and reports.
You saw nothing but her number, [ think
you told me P*
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“She was nt work with private sigoals
when [ left the headidand ; of course [ was
unable to rend them witheut the book™

“That Vervillin ju & good fellow,” retumed
Sir Gervwise, Tubbing hiv hande—a way he
had when much plensed: “and has stuff in
him. He has thirteen twodecked ships, Dick,
and that will be one a-pirce for pur captains,
nod w spare one for cach of our flags I be-
lieve there is no three-docker in that squad-
ron 7"

“ There you've made a small mistake, Sir
Gervaise, ns the Comir dr Verrillin had his
flag in the largest three-decker of France:
fe Baurdon 120, The rest of his ships sr
like our own, though much fuller rmanned ”

“ Mever mind, Blue—never mind :—well
[t twe on the Boutrhon, and try to make
our frigates of ust. Desides, you have
knack at keeping the feet so compact, tha
it in nearly a single battery.”

“ May 1 venture to mek, then, i it%s your
intention to go out, should the news by the
Active prove to be what you anticipate £
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Sir Gereaise cast a quick, distrustful glance
st the olber, snxious to read the motive for
the question, 8t the same time that he did
oot with to Betray bis own fecliogs; then
he appeared to meditale on the answer.

*IU e not yuite wpreeable to ie heee,
chafing our cebles, with a Fretnch squadron
raving the channel,” he said; “but T ravher
think it's my duly to wait for orders fram
the Admiralty, under present sircumatances.”

“Da you expett my lorde will send you
thraugh the Straits of Dover, to blockade
the Frith P~

“|t they do, Bluewater, I shell hope for
your company. § trust a might's rest has
given you different views of what ought to
be 2 seaman’s duty, when his country is at
open war with her ancient snd most pow-
erful cnemics.’”

“Iu is the prerogative of the Crown to
declare war, Gskes. No one but s fowful
wvereign can make a lawful war.”

“ Ay, here come your cursed distinctions
whout de jure and de focto ageic. By the
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way, Dick, you are vomething of a scbolar:
can you tel] me what it understood by calling
& man & nxfhur ™

Admiral Bluewaler, whe had taken his usm!
Yolling attitude in the most comfortabie chair
he could find, while his more mercurial friend
kept pacing the room, now raised bis bead
in surprise, following the quick motions of
the other with his eyes, a3 if he doubted
whether he had rightly heard the question.

“ 1t plain English, ie it not? or plein
Latin, 3 you will—what is Teant by calling
aman n andlin ' repented Sir Gervaise, ob-
serving the ather's manner.

*I'he Latin is plain encugh, cortainly,” re
turned  Bluewaier, smiling. © You surely do
vot mean nufler, aulfa, naffum

“ Exactly that: you've hit it to a geoder
Nullus, nulla, nulfum. No mon, vo weman,
no thing.  Masculine, feminine, neater.”

1 never heard the saying. 1f ever used,
it must Be some silly play on scunds, sed
mean o numekull, or, perhaps, a fing &
a fellow's position, Ly eaying he fs & * nobedy.”
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Wha the deuce has been calling another »
nullus, in the p af the der-in.

chief of the southern squadron P

" &ir Wycherly Wychecombe, our unfor-
tutimte host, here; the poor men who is on
his death-bed, oo this very foor®

Again Blucwater raised his head; and onee
maore bis ey sought the face of his friend.
Sir Gervaise had mow stopped whort, with his
hands crossed behind his back, locking intently
ut the other, in expectation of the sniwer.

' I thought it might be some diffeulty from
the Bert— some silly fellow complaining of
snother atill more #illy, for using such & word.
Rir Wycherly f the poor man's mind must
hare failed hion™

“] rather think not; if it has, there s
‘method iz bis madoess,’ for he persevered
mest surprisiogly in the use of the term.
His scphew, Tom Wychecombe, the presump-
tire heir, he nsists on ity 5 a nudlus s while
thie Sir Regioald, who is cxpected to arrive
erery instant, he says iv coly Aoff—or half-
Hood, ay it has since been explained o s

VoL fL L]
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“1 am afreid this nephew will prove to
be anything but swifuz, when he zucceeds
to the estate and fitle,” anawered Bluewater
gravely, * A wore sinisterdooking scoundrel
I never laid eyes on”

“ That ia just my way of thinkiog ; end no!
in the least like Lthe famnily.”™

& This matter of likepesses is pot emily ex-
plained, Gakes  We see parents and childres
withput any visible resemblapce (o each other;
and then we find startling likenesses between
uteer strangers”

« Bachelurs children may be in thar predi.
cament, certwinly; but I should think few
others, I never yel studied a child, tha [
did net find some resemblance to both parents,
covert end only tramsitory, perhaps, hul 8
likeness so distinet as Lo establish the relation-
ship.  What an accursed chancs it in thal cur
neble young lieutenant should have wo claim
on this oid barenet ; while this d-ed mwilusis
both heir-at-law and heir of entail! ] never
took half as much interest in any other man's
estate ws I take in the succession te this of our
oot hoat 1™ )
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“ There you are mistaken, Oaken; you took
more in ming ; for, when 1 made a will in your
own favoyr, end gave it to you to remd, you
lore it in two, and threw it overboard, with
¥our own haod.™

“ Ay, that was an act of lawful authorily.
Ax yout superjor, [ countermanded that Will !
I hopt you've made another, and given yaur
maney, as I told you, to your cousin, the
Viscount.,™

“ T did, but that Will has shared the fate of
the first. It uppearing to me, that we are
tauching on serious tmes, and Dluewaler be-
ing rich already, T destroyed the devisc in hia
furour, and made a new one this ¥ary tnotm-
ing- As you are my exetutor, as utual, it may
be well ta let you know it.*

* Dick, you hare not been mad enough to
ct off the head of your awn family, your
ow fesh and blood, av it might be, to lenve
the few thousands you own to this mad adven.
turer jo Septland 17

Blurwater amiled at this evidence of the fa-
oiliatity of his frieod with bis own way of

[33
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thioking and feeling ; and, far a single instant,
he regretted that he had not put bis Gret ioten-
tion in force, in ovder thet the conformity of
views might have been still more perfeet; bot,
putting u hand in his pocket, he drew out the
document jrself, and lesning forward, gave it
carelesaly to Sir Gervaire.

*“ There is the Will; and by looking it aver,
you will knaw what 1've dose,” he said. 1
wish you would keep it; for, if * misery maka
us acquainted with strange bed-fellows,’ revolo.
tione reduce us, often, 1o otrange plights, and
the paper will be safer with you than with me
OF couree, you will keep my secret until the
proper time to reveal it shall arrive,”

The vice-admiral, who knew that he had no
direct interest in his friend's dispoaition of his
property, took the will, with a good deal of
curigsly o ascerizin its providens 3o sbort
a testament wag soon rend ; and bis eye rested
intently on the paper unti! it had teken in the
last word. Then hiv hand dropped, wod b
regarded Dlueweter with a surpise he neitber
affected nor wished to conceal. He did not
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doubt his friend's aanity, but he greatly ques-
tioned his discrrtion.

“ This is a very simple, but & very ingenious
arrangement, to disturk the order of society,”
he waid; “and to convert a very modest and
onpretending, though lovely girl, iote & for-
ward wnd airs-taking old womaa! What is
this Mildred Dutton to you, thet you should
bequeth 1o her 30,0004 77

“ She is one of the meekest, moat ingenucus,
purest, and Joveliest, of her meek, ingeaucus,
pure, and lovely sex, crushed to the earth by
the curse of a brutal, drunken father; and,
1 am resolute that this world shell, for
ooce, afford some compenmtion for its cwn
miseries.”

“Wever doubt that, Richard Bluewaler;
vever doubt that.  So certain is vice, or crime,
lobring its oWwn pupishment in this life, that
e may well question if moy other hell iy
oeeded. And, depend on il your meck, mo-
denl ingenuousnens, in its turn, will not go
urrewarded.” '

 Quite true, 8¢ far ax the spirit is concern.
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ed; but, | mean to provide a little for the
comfort of the body. You remember Agpes
Hedworth, I take it for gzanted 7"

“ Remember her! —out of ell question.
Had the war left me leisure for making love,
she wan the only woman I ever knew who
could have brought me to her feet — | mean
s e dog, Dick,”

“ o you see no resemblance betweeen her
arel this Mildred Dutten? 1t s in the expres-
+ion rather than in the features; bul, it is the
expression which alone desoles the charaster™

* By George, you ‘te right, Bluewater ; asd
this relieves me from some embarrassment
I've felt about that very expression of which
you epeak. She & like poor Apnes, whe
became a saint esrfier than any of us could
have wished. Living or dead, Agres Hed-
worth must be an angel! You were fonder
of her than of any other woman, 1 beliere.
At one Ume, [ thought you might propose for
her hand.”

“ [t was not that aort of affection; and Fou
could oot have known her private history,
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or you would nut bave fancied this T was
w sitgaled in the way of relatives, that Agmes,
thaugh only the child of & cousin-german, was
the nearcat youthful fermale relative 1 had on
carth; and [ regarded her more &8 a sister
than 28 & creature who could ever become my
wife. Ghe was mixteen years my junior: and
by the time she had become old encugh to
marry, 1 was accustomed to think of her only
a1 one destived for another station. The same
feeling existed as to ler wister, the dochess,
though in u greatly lessened degree.”

“Poor wweet Agnes! Aud it is on wecount
of thiy arcidental resemblance that you have
determined to muke the daughter of a drunken
miling.ouaster your heiresa 2"

“ Not altogether so. The Will war drawn
before | whs comscious thar the likeness ex-
isted, Still, 1t has probably, vokeown to my-
wlf, greatly dispased me to view her with
favgur.  But, Oervaise, Agnes herself was
not feirer in persen, or more lovely io mind,
than this very Miklred Dutton.”

* Well, you have not been accustomed 10
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regard fier as a wister; and she has beoome
marriageable, without there having been wny
opporiunity for your reganling her as
peculinrly sacred, Dick|” returned Sir G
vaise, half auppresing = smile ns he threwa
quict glance at his friend.

“ You koow this lo be idle, Dnken. Some
one must juherit my money, Bly brothet i
long nince dead; even poor. peor Agnes i
gote; her sister don't need it; Bluewater is
an oversrich bachelor, already ; you won't whe
it: and what better can 1 do with ity i you
could have scen Lhe cruel manner in which
the spirits of both mother and dunghter were
crushed Lo the earth last night, by that besst
of & husband and father, you wauld have felt
a desire to relieve their misery, even though
it hed eost you Bowldersy and hulf your mooey
in the funds.”

“ Umph! Bowldere has been in my family
five centuries, and i likely to remain there,
Master Bluewater, five morc; onless, indeed,
your dashing Pretender should secceed, and
take it away by confiscxtion.”
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“ There, again, was woother inducement.
Should I lewve my cash to a rich person, and
should ehance put me on the wrong side i
this siruggle, the king, de facto, wanld get
it all; wherens, even a German would nat
bave the heart to rob » poor treature like
Mildred of her support.”

“ The Scotch are natorious for bowels, in
wch matters!  Well, bave it your own way,
Dick. 1t's of no great moment what you do
with youz prize-money; though [ had sup-
posed it would fall inta the bands of Lhis boy,
Geoffrey Clevelund, who is no discredit to your

“ He will have a hundred thonesnd pounds
a1 Gve-and-tweaty, that were left him by old
Lady Greeofield, his greateaunt, and that i
mote than he will know what to da with. But,
woough of this Have you received further
tidings from the aorth during the night?”

“ Nat a eyDable. This ie a retived part of
the coutry ; and hall Seotland might be cap-
swd in one of its loughs and we not know
of it for a week, down here in Devenshire

2]
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Shauld I get no intelligence or orders in the
apxt thirtyssix hours, I think of posting up
to London, leaving you in command of the
fleer.”

“That may oot be wise. You would
warcely confide so important w trust, in such
 crisit, to & man of my political frelings, 1
will net say opénions; since you aitribute ali
¢ sentiment

1 would confide my Life and hanour to
you, Richard Bluewnter, with the utmost cot-
fideree in the security of both, wo Jeug as it
depended on your own scts or inclinatioas
We muat first sce, however, what newn the
Active brings us; for, if De Vervillio is really
aut, [ shall mesume that the duty of an Englis
aailor is to beat o Frenchman, before all othet
considerations.’”

“If he can,” drily obeerved the other, rais
ing hiz right leg oo high es to plare the fonl
on the top of wo oldsfashioned chair; an efort
that pearly brought his back in a herizaotal
line,

"1 am far from regarding it as a matter of
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‘ course, Admiral Bluewater ; but, it Aar been
done suificiently often to render it an event
af oo very violenl possibility. Ah, here ie
Mugrath 1o telt we the condition of his pa-
Hent.'"

The of the Pl tering the

(3 ] -1

Toem at that moment, the conversation was in-
stantly changed.

“Well, Magrath,” said Sir Gervaise, stap-
pingwuddenly in his quarter-deck pace, * what
oews of the poor man 2

“ He is reviving, Admirl Cakes” returned
the phlegmatic surgeon: '“but it i like the
gleaming of sunthine that sireama through
couds oy the great Juminary sets behind the
hills—"

“0h! hang your poetry, doctor; fet us
here oothing but plain matter-of-fact thiv
motning.”

“ Well, then, Sir (ervaire, ay commander-
in-chief, youM be obeyed, 1 think. Sir Wy-
cherly Wychecombe is suffering under an
atuck of apoplexy, or amsagfi, ae the
Greeke had it. The diagnosis of the disease

7
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is nat casily mistaken, though it has ita uffi-
nitien 2n well e other maladiee The appli-
catione for gout, or arthritis, sometimes pro-
duce apoplexy ; though one discase is sented
in the head, while the other usually takes
refuge in the feet.  Ye'll understand this the
mare readily, gentlemen, when ye reflect, that
an & thief I chased from one hiding-plase be
commonly endeavours to pet inl another.
much misgive the prudence of the phishotemy
ye praclived among ye, on the fnt summens
1o the patient.”

“ What the devil does the man mean by
phlebotomy # ™ exclaimed Sir Gervaise, who
had an  aversion to medicine, aod knew
acarcely any of the commonest terma of prac-
tice, though expert in blecding.

“1'm thinking it's what you and Admird
Bluewater so frecly administer to Hin Ms-
jerty's ensmies whenever ye fall in with ‘em
at sea; he, he, hel™ anpwered Blagrath,
chuckling at his own humour, which, as the
quantity was amall, was all the better in
quality.
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« Surely he does nat mean powder and shot |
We give the Frenck shot. Sir Wycherly has
ot been ghot 7

© Varra true, Sir Qervaise, but ye "ve let
bim bleod, amang )r:. s messure that has
e hat p pitalely practised, T've
my misgivings "

“ Ngw, any old woman can tel! us betier
then that, doctor.  Blood.letting is the every-
day remedy For uttacks of this sort.”

=1 do aot dispute the dogmas of elderly
perons of the other sex, Sir Gervaise, or your

tveryday remedia.  1f ' everyduy’ doctors
would save life aod alleviate pain, diplomas
would be unnecessary; and we might 2ll of
us practise on the principle of the <de'el
tk' the hindmaiat, s y¢ did yoursel’, Sir
Gervnise, when ye cut and Mesh’d smang the
Dons in bonrdmg El Liric 1 waa there, ye 'll
both lemen; and was obleeged

to sew up the gashes ye mude with your own
irveverent and uogodly hands”

This sprech referred to e of the most
desperate, hand-lo-hand struggles, in which
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the two flag-officers had ever been engaged:
and, as it aforded them the means of exhi
biting their personal gallanty, when quite
young men, both usually leoked back upon
the exploit wilh great selfcomplecency; Sir
Gervaise, in particuler, his friend having coften
deelared since, thet they ought to have Leen
lairl on the shelf for life, as a punishment for
risking their men {n so mad an enterprisa
though it did prove to be brilliantly suc-
coenful.

% That waa an affair in which ope might
engage at twemty-two, Magrath” cobserved
Bluewater, “but which e cught to hesitate
about thinking of even, after thirty.”

w1°d da it again this blessed day, if you
would give us a chance!™ exclaimed Sir Ger-
vaise, striking the back of one hand into the
palm of the other, with n sudden energy,
that shewed how much he war exeited by
the mere teollection of the seene.

“That »'w'd yel—that w'u'd ye!™ =aid
Magrath, growing more and more Scotch, as
he warmed in the discourse; © ye'd board a
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mackerel-hoy rather than not have wn engage-
ment. ¥Ye'r a verra capital viceadmiral of
the red, Sir Gervaise, but I'm judging ye'd
muk” 2 varra indecferent loblolly-bey.”

' Bluewater, I shall be compelled to change
ships with you, in order Lo gel rid of the old
waod-by's of the Plantageoet'n [ They stick
to me like leoches; and have got 10 be a0
familiar, that they eriticise 8l my erders, and
don't more than half vbeythem, in the bargain.”

“ No one will crilicise your pautical com-
mands, Sir (Gervaise ; though, in the way of
the bealing aitt,—science it should be called —
ye're no mair ta be trumted, than one of Lhe
young gentlemen. Iin told ye drew ye'r
lancet on this poor gentleman, as ye'd draw
your sword on an enemy !

“ i did indeed, wir; though Mr. Rather-
ban had rendered the application of the in-
trument untecessary. Apoplexy is m rush-
mg of the blood to the head; and by dimi-
oishing the quantity in the weinn of the arms
or temples you lessen the pressure on the

braip.
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“ Just Inyman's practice, sir; just layman's
practice.  Will ye tell me now if the patient's
face wap red or white? Everything depends
on that; which is the true disgnoss of the
malady.*

* Red, [ think., Was it not, Bloewater?
Red, like old por, of which I fasey the peor
man had wore than his share.”

© Weel, in that case, you were ot w0 varra
wirongi bub they tell me his countenance
wan pallid and death-like: in which case ye
came near to committing munder. There is
vne principle that controls the diagmosin of all
cases of apoplexy among ye'r tue cowotry
gentlemen, and that is that the sysiem i

fuced and enfeebled by habitual d
tw the decanter.  In such attacks yr canne’
do warse than to Jet blowd. Bul, I'll 5o be
hard upen you, Sir Gervaise; and so we’ll

drop the subject; though, truth to say, I do
not admire your poaching ot my maner, Sir
Wycherly is materially better, and expresses,
as well a8 & wan who has nat the wee of his
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tohgue can  espress & thing, his besetting
desire to make lia last will and  teatament.
la ordinary cmses of apepleria, it in good
practice to oppose this craving: though, as
it is my firm opinion that nothing can save
1be paticat’s life, I do nat set myzell ngainmt
the measyre, o this particular cae. Thar
=as 2 curious discusson at Edinbro’, in my
youth, gentlemen, oo the question whether
the considerations eonnected with the dispesi-
ton of the property, or the ideratiooe
conoected with Lhe patient’s health, cught to
preponderate o the physicians mind, when it
might be rewonably doubted whether the act
of making a will, would or would oot essen-
tially affect the oervous system, end other-
wise derange the functions of the body, A
very pretty argument, in excellent Edinbro’
Lotiz, wae mnrde on each wde of the gques.
timg, 1 think, on the whole, the physicos had
the best 0" it; for they could show o plau.
ghle present evil, as opposed to 8 pomsible
reote good.”

“ Has Sir Wycherly mentioned wmy name
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this moming ?* asked the vipesdmicel, =itk
intertst.

* He has, indeed, Sir Gerenise; and that
in & way se manifestly connected with hin wil}
that I'm opining 3!l no be forgatten in the
legacies, The name of Bluewater was fo hit
wouth aise.* '

“ In which eme no time should be los:
for, never Lefore have I Felt half the interest
in the disposition of & sitanger’s estate.  Haek!
Are not these wheels rattling in the coun-
yard 1*

“ Ye'r senscew are most pairfeet, Sir Ger-
vaise, nnd that I “ve always eaid was one res
son why ye'r %0 grest an admitel,” returned
Magrath- * Mind, ooly omg, Sir Gervales;
for mavy qualitien upited wre necemary o
‘make & Lruly grest man. ] see o middleaged
geotleman alighting, and servants around hiam,
who wear the same liveries us those of this
house. Some relative, no doubt, come o look
after the legacies, nlso™

*+ This must be Sir Reginald Wychecombe :
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it wmy nal be amiss if we go forward to re-
ceive him, Blurwater.™

At this euggestion the reanadmirsl drew
in his legs, which had not changed their po-
sition on ancound of Lhe presence of the sur-
geon, arose, and follawed Sir Gervaise, s the
latter left the rogm.
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CHAPTER 1L

Fideana quit veniz 1
Vides, ot guudeo.
Narsanic! «2 Haloforun.

Tou Wrcreconsz had experienced a0 unes-
vinesa, that it i1 unnecessary ta explain, ever
since ke learned that hie reputed uncle hud
#ent & messenger o bring the * halfblocd” to
the Hall. From the moment he got n ¢l
to the fact he took sufficient painy to excerain
what was in the wind ; and when Sir Reginald
Wychecombe entered the house the fimt pe-
won be met with was this spurious supporter of
the honours of hiv name,

“ Sir Reginald Wychecombe, 1 presums
from the arme wnd the liveries ?” anid Tom,
endeavouring 1o asvume the manner of n bosl.
“ It fe grateful to find that, though we are
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separaied by quite two centuries, all the usages
and the bearings of Lhe family are equally pre-
served and respected by both its branches.”
“fnm Sir Reginald Wycheconibe, sir; and
epdesrour ot to forget the honourable ances.
try from which 1 am derived.  May T ask

what kinsman 1 have the plensure now te
meet P 7

* Mr. Thomas Wychecombe, sir, at your
command ; the eldest son of Sir Wycheely's
zext brother, the ate Mr. Baren Wychecombe
I'trust, Sic Reginald, you have nol conmdered
usus o far remaved i blood as to have entirely
overlooked our births, martiages, and deathe”

“1 have mat, sir, returned the baronet, drily,
and with &n emphasiz thut disturbed his lis
teer, though the cold, jesvitical smile that
wrompanied the words, had the #ffset to calm
bis wivid mpprehensions. AN that relutes to
Ibe house of Wychecotbe has interest in my
eyer; and 1 bave endenvoured, successfully [
trust, 1o sscertain aff that relates to ils birthe,
marrigges, and desths T grestly regret that
the sccond time T exter this wenerzble dwell-
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ing shoutd be on an oocasion us melancholy
i, on which [ am row summoned, Hee
is your respectable—how is Sir Wycherl
Wychecombe, | wish to say?™

There was sufficient in this apswer, taken in
connexivn with the deliberate, guarded, and
yet expressive manner of the speaker, 1o make
Tom exiremely vncomfortable, though there
was glw sulficient 1o lease him in doubis &
to his namesake’s true meaning. The words
cinphasized by the latter were louched light-
Iy, though distinetly ; and the cold, wrtifei
smile with which they were uttered, complerely
baffled the wagacity of & rogue, as common-
place us the heir-expectant. Then the suddm
change in the conalruction of the laat sectenet,
and the substitution of the name of the persoo
mealioned, for the degree of affinity in which
he was suppused to stand Lo Tom, might be
merely a rigid observance of the beat tooe of
sotiely, or it might be equivocal. AL thes
little distinclions gleamed acroas the miod of
Tomm Wycheeombe ; bul that was nol the mo-
medt to pursue the iovesligation. Courters
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required that be should muke an immediate
amswer, which he wuceeeded in doing steadily
tnough as to geneul appenrunees, though hie

and p : J perctived
llnt hia words had ot fa:led of producing the
imprezsion be intended ; for be had looked to
their establishing & species of authority over
the young man.

@My bonoured and beloved uncle has re-
vived a Jirtle, they tell me,” said Tom: © but
1 fear these appenrances are delusive.  Afier
eighty-four, death has & fearful bold upen us,
dr! The worat of it is, Lhat @y poor dear un.
ele's mind is sensibly affected ; and it in quite
impossible to get at any of his little wishes,
in the wuy of memorials snd messages—7

“ How then, sir, came 8ir Wycherly to
hopour me with a request to wisit bhim P de-
manded the other, with an extremely awkward
perlinency.

“T suppese, nir, he has succeeded in mutter-
ing your name, and that & nataral contrucrion
bas been put on it use, at such a mowment.
B will has been made some time, I unde:-
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sand ; though I #m ignorant of even the name
of the executor, ax it i1 closed in an envelope,
and sealed with Sir Wycherky™s armn. Tt cao-
not be, then, on account of & il that he bas
withed tosee you. [ rather think, as the next
af the family, out of 1he direct line of surces-
sion, he miay have venturcd to pame you as
the execulor of Lhe Wil in existence, and has
thought it proper to notify you of the ame.”

“ Yen, sir,” returned Sir Reginald, io bit
ususl cold, wary manner; “though it would
limve been mare in conformity with usage had
the natileation taken the form of & request
1o seree previounly to making the testament.
My letter wna wigned © Gervsize Oukew' und,
a3 they tell me & fleet ia in the neighbour
hoed, T have suppased that the celebrated
odmiral of that aame han done me the honour

to write L™

"You are not miptaken, sir; $ir Geroalw
Ctakes i{n ip che house—zh, here he comes
ta receive you, mccompapied by rear-admin
Nluewater, whom the sailors call his maic-

mant"
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The foregoing conversation had taken place
in u Bttle parlour that led off from the great
hall, whither Tom had conducted his guest,
aud in which the two admirals now made their
wptirance.  Introdurtions were scarecly me-
cemary: the uviform and star—ior in that
sge officers usually appeared jn their robes.—
the uniform and star of Sir Gervaise at once
proclaizaing his ragk end name: while, be
tecen Sir Reginald and Bluewater there ex-
isted a olight personal aquaintance, which had
grown oul of their covert, but deep Jacobite
sympathiea.

# §ir Gervaise Oakea!" and * Sir Reginald
Wych be 1" pansed b the genil
wih » hearty shake of the hand from the
wmiral, which was met by a cold touch of
the Bngers on the part of the cther, that might
1ety well have passed for the great model of
the sophisticated manipulation of the modera
wlute, but which, in fact, was the rewult of
temperament rather than of fashion. As scon
15 this caremony wer goue through, and a
few brief expressions of courtesy were ex-

i £
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changed, the new-comer turncd to Blorwater
witl an air of grest [reedom, and contipued—

“And you, 1o, Sir Richard Bluewna!
I rejoice to meet an acquaintance in this o
lanchaly scene™

“1 am bappy to we you, Bir Regind;
though, you heve conferred oo me n Ltle o
which I have no proper lain.”

“ No!—the pepers tell ua that you hate
reeeived one of the lately vaomol red ribands 7

*“I believe some such honour has been io
ecntemplation—""

" Contemplation ! —1I do amsure you, =t
yoor pame is fairly and distinetly gazettsd;
ey, by sending te my carmiage, it will be i
my pewer o show you I am, then, the
first to call you * Sir Richard I'™

“ Excuse me, Bir Reginald, there is some
little misapprehension in this matter ; 1 prefer
te remain plais Rear-Admind Bluewater. o
due senson, wll will be explained.”

The parties exchanged Iooka, which, in time
like those i which they lived wore sufficienty
intelligible ta Loth, and the conversation #as
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inslandy chuoged. Befors Sir Reginald re-
linguished the hand he held, however, he gave
it & cordial squeeze, an intimation that was
returned by a warm premsure from Bluewater.
The pany then began to converse of Sic
Wichetly, his actual condition, and his pro-
bable motive In desiring to see hiz distant
kimuman.  This motive Sir Clervaise, regard.
ienn of the preseace of Tom Wychreombe,
declared to be o wish 1o make 2 will; and,
u he believed, the intention of neming Sir
Regioald his executor, if not in seme still
more interesting capacily.

“E understand Sir Wycherly has 2 con-
éderable yum entirely at his awn dispoml,’”
cratinved 1he rige-admiral ; " apd T confess 1
like to nee & man remiember bis friends and ser-
DL g Iy in his last The estate
i entailed, T hear; and 1 auppose Mr. Thomas
Wychecombe bere will be voue the worse for
thit precautipn in hia anceator ; let the old
gentleman do us he pleases with his savings.”

3ir Gervaiee wan se much accustomed to
tommand, that he did not feel 1he singularity
LR
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of his own interference in the affairs of &
family of what might be called strangers,
though the circumstanee struck Sir Reginald
as a little odd. Nevertheless, the last bad
sufficient pepetration to understaod the wiee-
admiral's character at # glance, snd the pe
culiarity made no lasting impressien. When
the allusion was made to Tom's auccession,
a1 A matter of course, however, he vast g cobd
hut withering look st the reputed heir, which
alinost chilled the marrow in the bones of
the jealous rogue.

“Might I sey & word te you in your own
room, Sic Gervaise " asked Sir Reginald in
an ‘fgiide” ' These matters ought not to
indecently hurried ;: and I with to understand
the graund better before [ advance.”

This question wan averheard hy Bluewater;
who, brgging the guntlemen to remain where
they were, withdrew himsell, taking Tom
Wychecombe with him.  As soon e they
were alone, Sir Regineld drew from hic com-
panion, by queations warily but ingeeiousty
put, & history of all that hud securred withio
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e Lust rwentyfour bours; a knowledge of
the really helpless siate of Sir Wycherly, and
of the manner in which be himeell had beea

1 inelodad “f'hm e I'IC 3=
pressed a desire to see the sick man.

“ By the way, Bir Reginald,” said the viee
admiral, with his hand on the leck of the duor,
wrsting his own movement to put the ques
tiot, “ 1 wee, by your manner of expressing
sourtelf, that the law bas nut been entincdy

hwked in your educati Du you hap-
Pt ta knew what * half-blood ' meams? it is
dther » medical or a legul term, and I woder-
stand few but nautical.”

* ¥ou could oot apply to any man in Eng.
land, Sir Gervaise, better qualified to tell you,”
arywered the Hertfordshire baronet, smiling
apressively.  “ 1 um a barrister of the Middle
Temple, baving been educated a8 a younger
s, and havieg since succecded aa elder broe
ther, at the age of twenuy-seven ; and I stand
io the wnfortunale relation of the * half-blond®
wyelf to this very estate on which we are

Baw converwing.”



ki3 THE TWO ADMIRALS.

8ir Reginuld theo procesded to expiaiv the
law to the other, as we bure alemdy pointed
it out to the reader; performing the dutr
suceinetly, but quite clearly.

“ Bless me! bleas me! Bir Rrginald,”
exclaimed the direet-minded and just-minded
salor ; “here must be some misale! A
fortieth cowsin, or the king, take this estale
before yourstlf, though you wre dialy de
seended from ull the old Wychecombes of 1he
times of the Flantagenets!™

“Buch i1 the common.law, Sir Gervaie
Were 1 Bir Wycberly's haif-bratber, or n sm
by & second wife of our commen fatber, [ rould
aot take from Aim, sltbough that commos
father bad exrned the estuie by his own haods
or services”

“ This is damnable, sir — damnable — 1sd
you Il pardon me, but [ can hardly believe =
have such » monstrous priociple o the good,
homest, wellsmesning laws, of geod booest,
well-merning old England {™

Sir Reginald war ome of the few lawyen
of his time who did not recognise the virwe
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of this particular provision of Lhe common
law; @ circusstance that probably srose from
ks baving so smafl an interest now in the
mysteries of the profession, snd 2o large an
istevest in the family eviate of Wychecombe,
destroyed by its dicum.  He was, cqnae-
queatly, less surprived, apd not at all hurt,
u the evident manper in which the salar
repudiated his  statement, ws doing violence
equally to rewson, justice, aad prolability.

 (3god, henest, well-meaning old England
Iokerates many grievous things notwithstanding,
Sir Gervaie,” he snawered, #among others,
it talerates the law of the half-blood, Much
dpends on the menper jn which men view
these thinga: that which seems gold to one,
reembling silver in the eyes of snother. Now,
[ dure my,"—&hil was eaid us & feeler, and
with 3 vmile that might pass for ironical or
coufiding, s the listener pleased to take it—
“ngw, T dare sey, the clam would wll us
that Eogland tolerates an usurpen, while her
lawful prince was in banishments though yox
1nd 1 might not Feel disposed to allow i



B THE TWO ADMIRALS.

Sir Gervaise started, and cant » guick, wur
picious glance wt the speaker; but there th
Latter atood, with as epen and guileless an &2
pression on his handsame featurts an was e
seen in the countenance of confiding witesn

“ Your supposititious cust i 5o paralld,”
retutned the viecadmial, losing every shade
of ician at Lhis of antl=

frankness; " since men ofien follow their fel
ings in their allegiance, while the law iy sup-
posed to be governed by remson and justice
But, now we are on Lhe subject, will you el

me, Sir Regioald, if you also Loow whar s
s in? ™

* 1 have no farther knowledge of the wh
Jeety Sir Gervaise,” returned the other, smil
ing this time quite pataraily, < than is to be
found in the Latin dictionaries and gro-
mare"

“ Ay, you mesn naflur, nulle, nuffum.
Foven we wilora know that; ma we all go 1o
wheo! before we go to sew.  But, Sir Wy
cherly, in efforta ta make himself unpdersiood,
called you a “half-blood. *

) gl
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“ And quite correetly — 1 admit such to be
the fart; and that T have no more Jegad claim
whatever o this eslate, thap you have your-
wll  Mly moral zight, however, may be some=
what better.™

“ It is much to your credit that you
frankly admit it, Sir Reginald; for, hang me,
# T think even the judges wauld dresm of
riiring such no chjection (o your succeeding,
unleas reminded of it.”

“Therein you de them injustice, Sir Ger-
vaise; as it is their duty to administer the
Lawe, let them be what they may”

“ Perhaps you are right, siz. But the res-
wn for my ashing what & wudfus Is, was the

droumstance that Sir Wyeherly, in the course
af his efforis to apeak, vepestedly called his
mphew and heir, Mr. Thomas Wychecombe,
by that epithet”

“IHd he indeed! Was the epithet, av you
well teren i1, flias mulfive 72

" 1 rather think it wae sullas — though [ da
believe the word fifivs was muttered, ance or
trice, alig”
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“ Yen, nir, this has been the case; and I sm
ot sorry Sir Wycherdy is aware of the faor,
a3 T hear that the young man efects to oou-
dider Kimself in & different poivt of view. 4
Ailfius uulfiug in the legal term for a bastard,
the ‘son of pohody,’ ws you will Bt ooe
understand. } nm fully awsre thet ewch i
the unfortunate predicament of Mr, Thomis
Wychecambe, whose father, T possess complete
evidence ta show, was never married to Gis
mother,”

“ And yet, Bir Reginald, the impudem
rascal carries in his pocket even, a certificazs,
sgned by some parish priewt in London, to
prave the cantrary.”

The cvil barooet seemed surprised wt this
aezertion of his military brother; but Sir Ger
vaite expluining what had passed between hio-
Il and the young men, he could vo longer
tntertsin any doubt of Lhe fact,

‘" Since you have scen the document,™ re
sumed Sir Reginald, it muat, indeed, be wy
and this misguided boy is prepared to ke
any desperste step in order to ablain the Gile
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and the estate, Al that he bus caid about a
Will mrust be fabolous, as no man in his senses
would risk his nack to obtain so hollow u
dintiocticn s & baronetcy —we are equally
members of the class, and may spesk frankly,
8ir Gervaise—and the Will would secure the
atate, if there were one. 1 cannob think,
therefore, that there ia a Will at all.”

" If this Will were not altogether to the
fellow'a liking would not 1he marriage, beside
the bollow honour of which you huve spoken.
put the whole of the landed property in his
powsession, under the entail ? ™

“ It would, indeed; and I thenk you for
the suggestion. [f, bowever, Sir Wycherly is
desirous, now, of making a new will, and has
wnngth and mind suficient to execute his
purpose, the old ooe need give us no toncern.
This is & most delicate affair for one in my
fityation to engage in, sir; and I greatly re
joice that I find such honourable and distin-
guithed wiloesses i the house, to clear my
repulstion, should anything oceur (o require
weh exculpation. Oz the one side, Sir Ger-

- 4
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wvaise, there is tie danger of an ancient estate
falling into the hands of the Crown, and this,
ioo, while one of no stoin of blood, derived
fram the wame honourable ancestors as the Last
Possessor, is in existense; or, on the other, of
its becoming the prey of one of base blood,
and of but very deubiful charneter. The cir-
cumsience thal Sir Wyecherly desired my pre-
senee, iz & preat desl; and I trust 1o yoo,
and to those with you, to vindicate the fuir
news of oy caurse. IF it your plessure, sz,
we will naw go to the sick chamber.”

“ With wll my heart. [ thiok, howeven
Sir Reginall," said the vice-mdmical, as he
approached the door, ** that even in the event
of an eschent, you would Hnd these Bruos
wick princes sufficiently liberal to restore the
property. I could not anwwer for [hose weo-
dering Scotchmen, who have so many breech-
less mobler to eorich, but I think with the
Hanoverians you would be safe.”

* The last have certainly one recommends-
tiot the mowl,” returoed the other, smiling
courteausly, but in 4 way 8o egquivocal that
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eren Sir Gervaize was momentanly struck by
ity “ they have fed 20 well, now, at the crib,
that they may mot have the same voracity as
those who have been long faming. It would
be, hawever, more pleasant to take these lande
from a Wych be —a Wych be to a
Wychecombe ~- thea to receive them anew
from even the Plantagenet who made the Gmt
granL.”

This terminated the private dinlogus, as the
elloquints entered the hall, just ss the last
rpeaker concluded.  Wycherly wan conversing
rarvestly with Mrs, Dutton and Mildred, et
the far end of the hall, when the baronets ap-
peared, bul, catching the eye of the admirel,
be said u few wards haatily to his companions,
1ed joined the two gentlemen, who were now
on their way to the sick man's chember.

“Here is & nameske, if not a relutive, Sir
Reginald,” ohserved Sir Gervaise, introducing
the Lieutengnt ; ©* and one, ¥ rejoice to say, of

whom all of even your honouralle name have
remeon 13 be proud-”
Sir Reginald's bow was courteous and bland,
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&8 the admiral proceedsd to complete the in-
troduction ; but Wycherl 7 felt that the keeo,
searching lock he bestoved on himself, was
disegrecable.

“ ) am not at @i} aware, that I have the
smallest cleim to the honour of being Sir
Reginald Wychecombe's zelative,” he gaid with
eold reserve. ¢ Indeed, until last evening 1
was ignorent of the existence of the Hertford-
shire braneh of this family; and you will re-
member, Sir Gervaise, that I am & Yirginian™

% A VirginianI” exclaimed his namesake
taken po ouch by surprise as to lose a litde of
his self-command, * I Jid not knew, indeed,
that any who bear the name had found their
way to the eclonies™

“ And if they had, din, they would have et
with & set of Fellows every way fil tu be their
ssaociates, 5ir Reginald, We English are 2
little clannish —1I hate the ward, woo; it has
such a narrow Scotch sound —but we are clan-

though generally p wilh gar-
ments ta gur mether limbe; and we cometimes

nigh,

look down upon even & won, *hom the love of
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sitenture has led into that part of the world.

T Tiab

In wy view, an Engl is an Eng
et bim come from what part of the empire he
sup. That is what | call genuine liberality,
Sir Reginald®

“ Quite true, Sir Gervaise ; and a Scotchman
i a Seotchman even though he come from the
vorth of Tweed.”

This was quietdy smd ; but the vice-gdmiral
felt the merited rebuke it conlained; snd he
had the geod-nature and the good sense to
luugh at it and to admit his own prejudices
This little eneounter brought Lhe parry 1o Sir
Wycherly's door, where all three remained
antil il wan aseertained Lhat they might anter.

The next quarter of an bour brought about
agreat change in the situation of all the prin-
dpal inmates of Wychecombe Hall. The in-
terdict was taken off the rooms of Bir Wyche
aly, and in them had collected all the gentle-
oien, Mra Dutton and her daughter, with thres
ar four of tht upper servanis of the establishe
ment; even Galleyge had contrived to throst
bir ungminly person in, among the rest, though
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he had the discrelion to keep in the back-
ground, ameng his fellows. In a wond, both
dreming-room and bed-room had their occu-
pants, though the last was principally filled by
the medical men, and those whese rank gave
them claims to be near the person of the sick.

It was now past & question known that poor
Sir Wycherly was on hiv death-bed. Hin mind
had senxibly improved, nor was his apesch soy
worse; but his physical system gencrally had
received a shock thal rendered freovery hope-
less. It was the opinion of the physicians that
he might possibly survive eeveral daye; or
that he might be carvied off in & moment, by
a return of the paralytic affection.

The baronet himself appeared to be per-
fectly conscious of his siluation, es was appa-
reol by the anxiety he expresssd to get his
fricads together, and more ially the con-

cern he felt to make a due disposition of his
worldly affaire. The medical mea had long
resisted both wishes, until, convinced that the
question was reduced to one of & few hours more
ar lets of life, and that denial waslikely 1o pro-
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dure worse effects than complisnce, they finally
and wnanimously consented,

“ It's no a great concewsion Lo martal infirmi-
ty to let a dying man have his way,™ whispered
Magruth to the two admitale, ae the latter en-
tered the room.  © Bir Wycherly is n hopeless
casey and we'll just consent to let him make a
few codicila, seeing that he ao faivvently desires
it; and theo there may he fewer hapeless dee-
vils Jeft behind him, when he's gathered te his
forefathern™

“ Here we are, my dear Siv Wycherly,” ssid
the vice-admiral, who never lost mn pceasion ta
effect hiz purpose, by nay unocoewary delay;
“here we all are anxious 1o comply with your
withes. Your hinsman, Sir Reginzld Wyche
combe, is also preseot, and desirous of daing
yaur pleasure.” *

1t was a painful sight to see » man on his
death-bed 2o anxious to discharge the forms
of the world as the master of the Hall now
sppesred to be.  There had been an unneces-
ury alienation between the heads of the two
branches of the family 3 oot wrising from any
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quarrel, or poitive cause of disagreement, but
from a ailent conviclion in both parties that
cach was unsuited to the other. They had
met o few times, and always parted witheut
regret.  The case was now differest: the
separation was, in one sense at least, 1o be
stereal ; and nll minor comsideraticns, all ca-
prices of habits or despotism of tastes, faded
before the solemn impressivos of the moment.
8till, Sic Wycherly could ot forget that he
wus marter of Wychecombe, nod that his
nameszke was exteemed a man of refinement ;
and, in hin mwple way of thinking, he would
fai have arisen in order Lo do him henaur.
A linde geotle vilence, even, was neocssary
to keep the patient quist.

“ Much honaured, sr— greatly pleased,”
muttered Sir Wycherly : the words coming
from bim with difficulty. *F Sume ancesior
—same name — Plantagenets - old house, sir
—head go, wew opne come — none  better,
than —"

“Do not distress yoursell to wpeak uope-
cessarily, my dear air,” interrupted Sir Re-
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gioald, with maore tenderness for the patient
than rousiderntion for his owo igkerest, us the
oex{ words promised to relate to the sucression.
* Sir Gervaise Oakes tella me, he understands
your wishes, grnerally, end that he is now
prepared to gratify them. First relieve your
wind in matters of business, and then ] shall
be mast happy to exchange with you the
lexlings of kindred.”

“ Yeu, Sic Wycherly,” pul in Sir Gervaise,
on this hint; * 1 believe [ have now found
the clee to 3l you wish to say. The few
words written by you, last nighl, were Lhe
commencement of = will, which it is your
strong detire %0 meke. Do not apeak, but
mige your right hand if T am not mistaken.”

The wick man actuslly siretched his right
wm above the bed-clothes, and hiv dull eyes
lighted with an cxpression of pleasure, that
proved how strongly his fetlings were enlisted
in the result

“ You see, grollemrn I waid Sir Gervaise,
with emphazin.  ** No ote tan mistake the
weaning of this! Came nearer, doctor — Mr.

7
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Rawberham — al] wha bave oo prubable internt
io the affair. [ wish it to be meen that Sir
Wyckarly Wychecombe is desirous of making
bis will™

The riceadwmiral oow went through  the
ceremony of repeating his requast, and gt
the same significant unswer,

“ 8o [ undersiond it, Sir Wycherly, and
1 Dbelieve now I also understand all sbout the
“half, " and the * whole,® and the *nuifus’
You meant to tell us that your kipsman,
Sir Regiauld Wychecombe, wan of the * hailt
blood* ss respects  yourself, and that Mr
Themas Wychecombe, your mephew, i what
iv termed in lew—however painful this may
be, gentlemen, ax such polemn moments the
truth must be plainly spoken—that Mr, Tho
mas Wychecombe is what the law terms o
*filius nuifine’ If we have understood ¥ou
in this, alse, have Lhe goodnesa to give this
company the same sign of ament.™

The last words were wearcely spoken before
Bir Wycherly again raiged his art, and
podded his head.
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“* Here there can be no mistake; and no
one rrjofces in it more thao 1 do myself; for
the uiolelligible words gave me & grent deal
of vexzation. Well, my dear sir, understanding
your wishes, my wecretery, Mr Atwood, has
drawno the coramencement of u will, in the
nsual form, using your own pious and proper
language of —*In the pame of God, Amen,
as the commencement; end he atands ready
to wrile down your bequests, an you may see
6t o name them. We will take them, firet,
on u sepurate piece of paper; then read them
to you for your spprobation ; end afterwards,
transcribe them inta the will, 1 believe, Sir
Reginald, that mode would withstand the
subtleties of all the gentlemen of all the inns
of court 7 7

“Itis u very proper aod prudent mode for
sxecuting & will, sir, under the peculiar cir-
cumstances,” relurned he of Hertfordshice.
¥ Hut, Sir Gervaise, my situation here is a
liute delicate, as may be that of Mr. Thomas

Wycheeombe, and others of the pame and
fumily, if any such there be, Would it nat
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CHAPTER 1V.

Vet, ol b o'er '—Jear, doubt, suspense, we fied,

Let Lrighter thoughis be with the vinuous dead |

‘Tha finel ordml of the poul ja past,

And the pale brow is sealed to lleaven ot Tasl
Bles. Hruaxs.

Ir will be ensily supposed that Tom Wyche
combe witnessed the proceedings celated in the
preceding chapter with dismay. The circum-
stanee that he actually possessed & dand fide
will of his uncle, which left him heir of all the
Intter owned, real or personal, had made him
nudacions, and first induced him to take
the bold stand of asserting his legilimacy, and
of claiming all its consequences.  He had fully
determined to assume the title on the demine
of Sir Wycherly ; plausibly enovgh supposing
that, as there was no heir ta the baronetey,
the Tands once in his quiet pessestion, no one
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would iake sufficient interest i the matier to
dispuie his Tight to the rank. Here, however,
vas & Blow that menaced desth to al! hin hopes.
His illegiticacy seemed Lo be known to others 3
wnd there was every prospect of a new will
supplanting the old one, in its mare Mopartant
prosizions, al least. He was at 2 loss to ime-
goe what had made this audden change in his
uncle’s intentions: far he did not sufficiently
snderstand himself, to perceive that the few
months of close communion which had aue-
ceeded the Jenth of bis reputed father, had
sufficed to entighten Siv Wyclierly on the sub-
ject of his own irue chatacter, and to awaken
4 disgust that had semained passive, until sud-
dealy aroused by the pecessily of acting: and
lenst of alb, could he underatand how surpris=
jogly the moral vision of men js purified and
etlarged, #s respects both the past wnd the
future, by the mear approach of death.  Al-

s g

though aymp of atrong & %
aped him, he quieted his feelings a3 much
2 possible, eautiowsly waitiog fur any orewr-
rence that might be used in setiing eside tha

™. 4. T
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contemplated inetrument, hereafler; or, what
would be still better, to defeal its execubion,
naw,

As soon a8 Lhe necessary proparations wer
mnde, —Atwood, his pen nibbed, ink at hsod,
and paper spread, was resdy to proceed, and 2
Tircathless atillness existed in the chamber,—Sir
Gervaise resumed the subject on which they
were Convened.

“ Atwood will read to you what he hasal
rendy wrilten, Sir Wycherly,” he said. *Bhoeuld
the phrascology be agreeable to you, you wil
have the goodness to make a sign to thar effect.
Well, if wil 73 ready, you can now commence—
hey ! Avwood

* ¢ ]n the name of God, Amen " com-
menced the methodical secretary. “'I, Wy-
cherly Wychecombe, Bart. of Wychecombe
Hall, in the county of Devon, being of sound
mind, tut of & feeble atale of health, and hae-
ing the view of death befure my eyes, revoking
all other wills, eodicils or testamentary devins
whatsoever, do wzhe and declare this instru-
ment to be my last Will and Testament ; that
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it to say, Smprimis, ] do hereby constitute and
£ppoinl —— of ——, the executor of this my
suid Will, with all the powers and authority
that the law gives, or may hereafler give ta
=id executor . Secondly, I give and bequearh
@-——" Thisis all that is yet written, Sir Ger-
siise, blanks beiog left for the name or names
of the executor or executors, as well as for the
s ut the end of ©executor,’ should the testator
we fil to name more than one.”

" There, Sir Reginald,” said the vice-nd-
mirel, not altogether withowt exultativn ;  this
is the way we prepare these things an board a
man-of-war ! A fag-officer’s secretary needs
buse himsell qualified to do anythiog, shert of
» koowledge of administering to the cure of
souls 1™

“ And the cure of bodies, ye'll be permitiing
we to add, Sir Gervaise,” cbserved Magrath,
taking a0 enortavus pinch of a wtroog vellow
wuff,

“ Qur secrelary would make but a lubberly
Git at turning off a delicate worite-soup out of
pigvhead, such as we puts on our table at

[
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sea 50 often,” muttered Galleyga in the eur
of Mrs. Larder.

‘1 gec nuthing to objeel to, Sir Gervale, if
the langunge is ngreeable to Sir Wycherly,”
answered the barrister by profession, thuugh
not by practice,  * It would be edvisable to
get his approbation of even the language.”

" That we intend to do, of course, sir—Sir
Wrcherly, do you find the terms of this Will
ta your liking P™

Sir Wycherly amiled, and very clearly gase
tlic sign of aasent.

=1 thought as much ; for Arwood has made
the wills of 1wo admirals and of three caplainy
to my knowledge; end my lord chicl justicr
said, that ooe of the lest would have done credit
1o the best canveynncer in England, and that
it was & pity the Lestator had notbing o be
queath. Naow, Sir Wycherly, will you bewe
one cxecutor, of more? if one, hold up a singk
finger ; and a finger for each additional executor
you wish us to ingert in these blanks, One,
Atwood ;—you perceive, gentlemen, that S
Wycherly raises Lbut one finger—and s you



THE TWQ ADMIRALS, 101

cen give a flourish at the end of the *r,’ as the
word will e in the singular :=—hey ! Atwood

The secretary did es directed, and then re.
ported himaelf ready 1o proceed.

“ It will now be necemary for you to mame
FouT exccutor, Sir Wycherly. Make ns little
effort ma pomible, ss we shall understand the
oame, alane™

Sir Wycherly succeeded in uttering the
tume of * 8ir Reginold Wychecombe,” quile
audibly.

* Thia is plain enough,” resumed the vice.
wdmiral. * How dues the sentence read now,
Atwood P

“t Imprimie :—1 do hereby constitute and

ppoint Sir Reginald Wych be of Wyche.
combe-Regin, in the county of Herts, Baronet,
the executor of this my said Will," &e™

3 that clagse is te your liking, Sir Wy-
cheeley, have the goodness to give the xign

areed on.”

The sick mon smiled, nodded hin head,
maised his hand, and looked anxziowsly at hin
kinaman.
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* 1 consent ta serve, Siv Wycherly, if such
is your desire,” obscrved Lhe nominee, who de-
tected the meaning of his Linsoian's lock,

= And now, sir,” continued the vice-admirak
“it s necessary Lo sk you i few questions,
in arder that Atwood may know what next 10
wrile.  Is it your desire to bequeath any real
esinte 7 Bir Wycherly ansenied. * Do you
mish {0 bequeath afl your real estate ;™ The
same aign of assent was given. * Do you wish o
bequeath afl te one person ?" The sign of s
aent was given to this alse. ** This makes plain
sailing, and a short run, —hey ! Atwood 77

The eecretary wrote as fast ae posdble, and
in two or three minutes he read aloud, as
follows1—

“+ Beeondiy : [ make and declare the fol.
lowing bequests or devises — that i 1o ay,
1 give and lequesth to —— of ——, all
the real estate of which [ may die seised,

together with all the bouses, tenements, here-

and appur thereanto  be-
langing, and all my rights to the same, whe
ther in law or equity, to e posscssed and
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enjoyed by the said —— of — in foe, by
=— heirs, executors, sdministrators, or as
fgny for ever” There are blanks for the
name and deseription, as well s for the sex of
the devisee,” ndded the recretary.

“ All very proper and legal, I believe, Sir
Reginald? I am gled you think sa, sir
Now, §ir Wycherly, we wait for the neme of
the Jucky person you mean thus o favour.”

* Bir Reginald Wychecombe,™ the sick man,
uttered, painfully ; ** half-blood —ne nufius.
Sir Michuel's heir— sy heir”

¥ Thie is plain English!™ cried Sir Ger-
veisg, in the way of a man who is not dis-
Meased; ** put in the name of * 8ir Reginald
Wyeh be of Wyeh be-Regie, Herts,
Atwood — ay — that just fills the blank hand-
wmely —you want * Air heirs, executors, fe’
i the other blank.”

¥ 1 beg your pardon, Sir Gervaise; it shauld
read “hiy Aimaelf, Afs heirs, &e'”

“ Yery true, very trve, Atwood. Now road

it slowly, and Sir Wycherly will assent, if he
approre”
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This was dons; and Sir Wycherly not snly
approved, but it was apparent Lo all present,
the abashed and confounded Tom himsell 2ot

ptedd, Lhat he app I, with a feeling

akin to delight.

' That gives a black ey to all the landi—
hey ! Atwood |™ said Sir Gervaises who, by
this time, had entered into the business in
hawd, with all the interest of a regular ne
tary, or, rather, with that of one on whose
shoulders rested the respoosibility of success
of failure. ** We come next to the personale
D you wish (o bequeath your furmiture,
wines, horses, carriages, and other things of
thal sart, to any parlicular person, Sir Wi-
cherly 2™
- Al — Sir Reginald—W yehecombe — half
blood — old Bir Michael's heir,” answered the
tesiator.,

** Good —clap that down, Atwoed, for it is
doing the thing, ss L like to see family affairs
seilled.  As soon as you are ready, et ws
hear how it scunds in writing.”

<1 furthermare bequeath to the said Sir
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Reginald Wych be, af Wyeh be-R

Rivali d, B

Q‘ *
s all myg ! property,
whatsover,’ " read Atwood, as soon as ready:
* *tindluding furnitutr, wines, pictures, books,
horses and curriages, nod all other goods and
chattels, of which [ may die poescesed, ex-
cepting  thereout and therefrom, neveriheless,
tuch sums in maney, stocks, bonde, notes,
or other sccurities for debts, or such ani-

cles wa I may in this instrueent especially
devive Lo any other person’ We can now
#o to especial legacies, Sir Gervaise, and then
wnother clause mny make Sir Reginald re-
siduney legatee, if such be Bir Wycherlys
pleasure.”

“ I you mpprove of that clause, wy drar
sir, make the ueunl tign of mesent.”

Bir Wycherly both mised hin band and
nedded his head, cvidently quite aatisficd.

“ Now, my good sir, #¢ come to the pounds
—ng— guincas ?  You like thut better— well,
1 confoss that 3t sounds betier on the ear, and
ia more in conformity with the habits of gen-
Hemen,  Will you now bequeath guineas?

LR ]




1G6 THE TWO ADMIEALE.

Good ~ first name the legatee —is that right,
Sir Regivald #"

" Quite right, Sir Gervaise; aad Sir Wy-
cherly will understand that he now paoe the
first person te whom hie wishes to bequath
anything else.”

< Blilly,™ muttered the sick man.

" What? Mills ! —the mille go with the
lands, Bir Reginald 7™

“ He means Miss Mildred Dutton,” esgedy
interposed Wycherly, though with suffcat
madesty.

* Yes — right — right,” mlded the testater.
‘¢ Littte Milly — Milty Duttos — good Tl
Milly»

Sir Gervaise hewtsted, and looked rovcd at
Bluewnter, as much as ta say * this i briog-
ing coals to Newcastle ;"™ but Atwood teok the
iden, and wrote the bequest, in the uswal form.

“ 1 pive and bequesth to Mildred Dut-
tam,'" he read aloud, '* * drughter of Feapds
Dutton, of the Royal Navy, the sum of —.
Wihat aum shall I GH the Blank witk, Sir Wy
clierly 27
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“ Threc—three—yes, three—"

“ Handreds or thousands, my geod sir?"
saked Sir Cervaise, n little surprised at the
smount of the bequest.

“ Guineas — throe — thoumand — guineas,—
Five per cents”

“ That ’s as plain as logarithms.  Give the
young lady three thousand guineas in the Fires,
Atwood.™

“ I give aod bequeath to Mildred Dat-
ton, daughter of ¥raneis Dutten, of the Royal

Nary, the sum of three thousand guiveas v

the Five per cent. stocks of this kingdom." Will

that doy Sir Wycherly 7

The ol men locked at Mildred and smiled
benevolently; for st that moment he Felt he
was placing the pure and lovely girl abave the
ordinary

ingencies of her vituation, by rem-
deting her independent,

“Whose name shall we next inscrt, Sir
W ycherly ™ resumed the wicesadmital. “ There
toust be many mare of these guineas left.”

« Gregory — and — James — children of my
brother Thomas — Baren: Wychecambe — five
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thousand guineas cach,” added the testator,
making a great effort to exprese his mesving
s clearly wa possible.

He was understood ; and, after a short con-

Tation with the vice-admiral, Arwoad wrote
out the devise at length.

#¢1 give amdl Lequeath to my nephews, Gre-
gory sad Janes Wychecomle, the ceputed sons

of my lats brnlilher, Thomss Wychecombe, one
of the Barons of his Majesty’s Excbequer, the
aum of five thousand guines, each, in the Fire
per cent. funded debt of this kingdom.' ™

% Do you approve of the devise, Sir Wych
erly 2 if so, make the usual sign of assenl ™"

Bir Wycherly complicd, a5 i all the previous
cases of his approval.

“ Whose name shall we next insert, in repdi-
nest, Sir Wycherly ' asked the admical,

Here was 2 long pause, the barenel evident-
Iy werning aver in his mind what he had dors,
and what yet remained to do.

“ Spread yoursglves, my friends in such a
way a8 to permil Lhe testater to sec you all,”

i the vice-admiral, motioning with bis
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hand to widen the circle around the bed, which
hwd been contracted & Bule by curiosity and
interest. 4 Stand more this way, Liewtenant
Wycherly VWychecombe, that Lhe ladies may
see and De acen; and you, tos, Mr Themas
Wychecombe, come further in front, where
your unele will oheerve you"

This speech pretly exacily reflected the
workinga of the speaker’s mind, The ides that
Wycherly was » natural child of the bare-
net,  notwithstanding the  Virginisn story,
was nppermest in his thoughts: and, wking
the supposed fast in connection with the young
man's merit, ke earmestly desired to obeain =
teguey for him. As for Tom, he cared little
whether his same appewred in the Will or
nol. Justice was now substantially done, and
the judge's property being sufficient for his
wants, the present situstion of the lstely
reputed  beir axeited bou little sympathy.
Nevertheless, Sir Gervaise thoaght it woold
be generous, utider the cirumetances, to re-
wind the testatar that such & being a8 Tom
Wythecombe existed.
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% Here is your nephew, Blr. Thomas Sir
Wycherly," he said; %ia it your wish to lat
his name appear in your will 7"

The sick man amiled coldly ; but he moved
Iiis head, ae much a» to imply assent.

Wil give and beyueath to Themas Wyche-
combe, the cldest reputed san of my late
Lruther, Thomas, ooe of the Barons of Hi
Majesty's Fuchequer,' ™ resd Atwood, when
the clause wav duly written; *° the sum ol
—— in the Five per cent socka of this
kingdom."

“ What sum will you have inserted, Siv
Wycherly ' asked the viet-admiral,

© Fifty — ffuy — poundrn,” =aid the testalor,
in & voice clegrer and faller than he had before
used that day.

The necepsary words were immedinicly in
serted; the clause, as completed, was resd
agwin, and the approval wea confirmed hy &
distinctly pronounced * yes" Tom sarted,
but, as all the others maintnined their self-

d, the husiness of the did not
the less proceed.
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* Do you wish any more names intraduced
oty your Will, Sir Wycherly 7" anked the
vice-gdmiral.  You heve bequenthed by
a2 — how much —hey | Atwood ¥ —ay, ten
wnd three mre thirteen, and Rfty pownds, make
13,1804, ; end ! hewr you have 20,0001 fund-
ed busides loose caunh, beyond v doube™

“ Ann  Larder — Samuel Cork -- Richard
Bitts—David Brush—Phebe Kaye,” said Sir
Wycherly alowly, giving time after each pausc
for Ailwood to wrile; paming his cook, butler,

groom, valet or body servant, and bowsckeeper,
in the order they have been laid before the
teader.

“How much to each, Sir Wycherly # I ec
Atwood has made short work, and put them
ol in the same clause—that will never do, un-
lesa the legacies are the same”

* Good —good —right,” muttered the tes
\ator ; 2004 — each — 1000/, —all—money—
money.”

Tins settled the point, and the clause was
regulacly written, read, apd approved.

U Thiv raines the money bequests to 14,1807
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Sir Wycherly—some G or 7000L more must
remain to be disposcd of.  Busod a little fur
ther this way, if you please, Mr. Wycherly
Wychecombe, and atlow the ladies more room.
Whose name shall we insert next, eir 37

8ir Wycherly, thus directed by the sager
desire of the admiral 1o rerve the gallent liew-
tenant, lastencd hin eyes on the young men,
regarding him quite a minute in silent atten-

tion.

“ Virgini name — Amer |
nies—pond led—frave lad—10004™ mutieesd
the sick man between hia teeth; and yer s
Dreathless was the quiel of the chamber at that
moment, every syllable war heard by all pre-
ent  Yes = 10007, — Wycherly Wyche
combe—rayal navy—"

Atwond's pen was rumning tapidly over the
paper, and had just reached the name of the
‘contemplated legatee, when his hand was ar
rested by the veice of the young man himself.

“ Btopy, Mr. Atwood —da oot insert any
clause in my favour!” cried Wycherly, bis
face the colour of erimson, aad his chest hear-
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ing with the cmotions he folt it so diffoult to
represa ¢ 1 decline the legacy — it wilt be
useless Lo write it, a3 § will net roceive a
shilling™
“ Young sir," said Sir Gervaise, with o little
of the sevcrity of a superior, when he rebukes
un infericor, in his manmer, < you speak haily.
i1 i3 not the office of an auditer, or of a spectns
tar, to repel the kindnets of & man alout to
paus from the face of the exrth into the more
immediate presence of his God !

“ 1 have every sentiment of respect for Sir
Wycherly Wychecombe, sir: every friendly
with for hin speedy recovery, and o long even-
ing ta his life; but I will accept of the money
of no man who holds my country in such ob-
vious distaste, as, it i5 apparent, Whe Leatator
helds mine.™

“You are an Englishraen, 1 believe, Lies
tengnt W ycheoombe : mnd & servant of King
George 117"

“1 am nat an Englishman, 3it Qervmise
Oekes, hul wn American ; & Virginian, en-
tiled 1o w)l the rights and privileges of a
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British subject, 1 am o more an Engilhe
man then Dr. Magrath wmay lay cim to the
seme character”

“This {s puttipg the case strongly, — bey!
Atwood 7 answered the vieeadmiral, smiling:
in spite of the vecasion. “ I am far from
saying that you arc an Englishman jo alt
scnibes, sir; but you are one in the sense that
gives you national charmeier wnd national
rghts. You are a subject of England”

“ Ko, Bir Gervaise; your pardon. 1 am
the subject of George II, but in no manper
o subject of England. I am, jn onc seos,
perhaps, & subject of the British empire; but
1 am not the less a Virginian, and an Amwe-
rican.  Not & hilling of any men’s money =il
I ever touch who expresses his contempt for
either.”

“ Yau forget yourself, young man, wd
uverlook the future, The huodred or two of
prize-money, bought at the expense of your
blood, in the luie wilair st Groix, will not ls
for ever.™

vt is gone slready, sir, every shilling of i
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having been sent to the widow of the boatswain
who waa killed at my side. I am no beggar
Sir Gervaise Qakes, though only en Amcriess.
L #m the owner of n plantation, which affords
me & respectable independence olready ; and T
do not serve from necensily, Lut from cheice.
Perhupa if Sir Wycherly knew thia he would
conscht 1o omit my name. I heneur and re-
spect him ;3 would gledly relieve bLis distress,
etber of body or mind, but I cannot consent
10 sccept bia money when offered on terms I
comsider humiliating.”

This was said modestly, but with a warmth
and sincerity which Jeft ne doubt that the
apeaker was in earnest.  Sir Gervaise too much
mapected the fedlings of the young man to
urge the maiter any further, and he turned
tewards the bed, in expectation of what the
dick man might next say. Sir Wycherly had
heard end urderstood all that passed ; and it
did not fail to preduce an impresion, even
i the stave (0 which he was reduced. Kind-
hearted, and indisposed to injure even a fiy, all
ihe natural frelings of the old man resumed



116 THE Tw0 ADMIRALS.

their ascendency, and he would gledly hase
given every shilling of his funded property to
be able freely to express hin compunction at
having ever uttered a syllable that could offend
senzibilities so noble and generous. But this
exceeded hia powers, and he was fain to do the
heut he could, in the painful sitation in which
he was placed.

“ Nolle Fellow 1 he staltered vat; * ho-
nour to name,—come here,— Sir Gervaise, bring
hire—"

I believe it Ia the wish of %r Wycherly
that you would draw near the bed, dr. Wycle-
combe of Virginia," sai] the vice-admiral
pithily, though be extended a hand to, and
emiled kindly an the youth, an the Jattor passed
him in compliance.

The sick wan now suceceded, with a geod
deal of difhculty, in drawing a valuable signet-
ring from a finger.  This ring bore the Wyche-
combe arms engraved on it [t was wihe
out the bloody hand, however, for it wan far
alder than the erder of baranets, hasing, a5
Wycherly well knew, been given by one of the
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Plentagenet dukes Lo an of the Tamily,
douring the Freach wars of Henry V1, and
that, teo, in eommemoration of some signal act
of gallantry iu the field,

“Wear this—neble fellow—honour to name,”
wid Sir Wycherly,  Must be descended-—ail
“IJ N T A Jed ki L1

“1 thank you, Sir Wycherly, for this 'Iprev
seot, which I prize as it ought to be prired,”
wid Wycherly, every Lrace of any other feeling
than Lhat of gratitude having vanished from
his countensnce, 1 may bave no claims to

your honours or moeney; bat this ring I need
oot be ashamed to wear, since it was bestownd
oo one who was as wmuch my ancestor, a3 he
was the of any Wyet be in Eng-
hnd.”
“Legitimate? ' ¢ried Tom, & fierce feeling of
resntenent Dpselting his castion and cunning.
“ Yeu wir, legitimate” anamered Wycherly,
Lorging to his i o with the cal
of one conscious of his own truth, and with
sglwnce of the eye that causd Tom ta shrink
back again inte the circle 1 need po bar,
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1 cnable me te use this ecal, which, you may
perceive, Sir Gervaise Oakes, 0 & fac simile
of the one I ardinarily wear, and which wa
tranamitted to me from my direct ancestors”
The vice-admiral compared the seal on Wy-
cherly's watchchain with that on the ring, asd,
the bearings being principally griffine, he wes
enabled to see thal nme was the exact coun-
terpart of the other. Bir Heginald advanced
a step, and when the admiml had  eatisbed
himself, he also ook the two seals and com-
pared them,  Aa all the knowno branches of the
Wychccomben of Wycheeqmbe bore the same
arms, viz. grifiua for Wyckecombe, with theee
battering-rania quaricred, for Wyckerly, he san,
at once, that the young man habitually carried
about his persen this proof of o common
otigiz.  Sir Reginald knew wery well 1hat
arns were often assumed, as well as pames,
and the greater the obscutity of the fudividusd
who took these liberties the greater was his
impupity ; but the seal was a very apcient ont,
and innovations an personal rights wete far Jess
frequent  century since han they ave to-das-
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Then the churacter and appearance of Wy-
chetly put fraud out of the question, so far
us the young lieutenant himsel{ was concerned.
Albough the elder branch of the family,
kegitimately ayesking, waa redused to the help.
s old man whe was now stretehed upon his
drathebed, his own lind been extensive; and
it well might be that some cadet of the Wyche-
combes of Wychecombe-Regis, had sirayed inro
the colonics and feft d d Secretly
resobving to look more eloscly into these facts,
ha gravely returned the seals, and intimated
to Sir Gerveise that the mare important bysi-
pest before them had better proceed.  On this
hint Alwood resumed the pen and Lhe vice
wlmiral his duties.

“There wanl yet some aix ot TOI. to make
up 20,0004, Sir Wycherly, which I understand
it the sum you have in the funds. VWhose

e or hames Wikl you have next in.
serted 77

“ Rotherham — vicar —poor 3t James —
gone; yes — Mr. — Rotherham — vicar”

The clause was written, the sum of LXK,
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way inseried, and the whole was read and
approved.

“ This atill leares us some SN more To
deal with, m# dear sir?~

Along paose sucreeded, during which time
&iz Wycherly was deliberating =hat 10 do
with the rest of his ready moner.  Au length,
his wandering eye rested oo the pale featurss
of Meo Dutlon; and, while be bad a soet of
liking, that proceeded from hahit, for her hus-
band, he remembered that she had many
causes for sottow. With a feeling that was
creditable to his own heart, he utiered her
nmame, aod the sum of 2000/, The clause
waa writien, aceordingly, rrad, and mpproved.

“We have will 3000(. certainly, if oot
20004, added Sir Gervaise.

“ Milly—dear TittlewMilly—preey Milly,"
stammered out the baronel affectionately.

" TFhis must go inlo a codieil, Sir Gervaise,”
interrapted  Atwond ; “ there being  aleeady
one trgacy in the young Jedy's favour. Shall
it e one, twe, three, or four thuusamd
pounds, Sir Wyeherly, in favour of Mis
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Mitdred, 1o whem you have already be-
queathed 30004 7"

The wrick man muttered the words * three
thousand,™ after a short pause, adding * co-
dieil."

Hia wishes were complied with, snd the
whole wan read and approved.  After thia, Sir
Gervaine inquired if the temator winhed 1o
make any more devisen  Sir Wygherly, who
had in effect bequeathed, within a few hundred
pounds, &1l he had 1o bestow, bethaught bim-
sell for a few maments, of the slate of his
affsirs, and then he signified his satisfaction
with what had been done.

“As it is possible, Sir Wycherly, that you
viay have overlooked something,” ssid Sir
Grervaise, * and it ia better that nothing should
excheat Lo the Crowa, [ »ill suggent the expe-

diency of your making some ome residuary
lepatew.”

The poor old man wmiled an assenl, and
then he mucceeded in muttering the name af
" Sir Reginald W ychecombe.”

This clanse, like all the others, was written,

LLTRTR ]
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read, sod approved. The Will was now com-
pleted, and preparations were made to resd
it carclully over to the intended testator. Lo
order that this might be done with sufficient
care for future oljections, the wo sdmirals
and Atwood, who were selected for the wit-
neases, each read the Testament himself, in
otder to say, that nothing was laid before the
testator hut that which was fuirly contained
in the instrument, and that pothing was omit-
ted.  When all was ready, the Will was audi-
bly and slowly read to Sir Wycherly by the
sceretary, from the Dbeginning to the end.
The old man listened with great aitentioo:
smiled when Mildred’s name was menlicoed ;
and clearly expressed, by migne and words, his
entire satiafaction when all was ended I re-
mained only to place & pen in his hand, and
to give him such amistance as would emable
him to affix his name 1wice ; once 1o the body
of the instrument, and, when this was duly
witnessed, then again to the codicil. By this
time, Tom Wychecombe thought that the
moment for interposing had arrived, He hed
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been on thorns during the whole proceeding,
farming desperate resolutions ta sustein the
beld fraud of his legitimacy, and thus take all
the landa and heir-looms of the estate, under
the entail ; still, ke well knew that 2 subordinate
but impartant question might arise, sw between
the validity of the two wills in connexion with
Sir Wycherly's competency to make the last.
It was malerial, therefors, in his view of the
TR, to enler & profest.

“ Gentlemen,”™ he said, edvancing to the foot
of the bed, “I call on you all to obeerve the
nalure of this whole traneaction. My poor,
belaved, but misled unele, no longer age than
lust might, was struck with & Rt of apoplexy,
or romething so very near iC as te disqualify
him o judge in these matters; and here he
it urged to make a will —"

v By whom, sir?™ demanded Sir Gervaise,
with a severity of tene that induerd the
spesker 1o fall back n atep.

* Why, &ir, in my judgment, by o in the
room. I not with their tongues, at least with
their eyen”

L
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* And why should =} in the room do this?
Am I s legatee P—is Admiral Bluewster 1o be
& gainer by this Will 7-—can witnesses to & will
he legatens 2%

" Ide net wish to diapute the matter with
you, Sir Gervaine Cakes; but T solemnly pro-
sl ugainat thia irregular and most extrzordi-
nary wsnner of fnaking & will. Let ol who
hear me temember this, and be resdy to lev-
tify te it when called oo in 8 courl of jus
tice,™

Here Sir Wycherly struggled e rise in
the bed, in evident excitement, gesticulatiag
sirongly to express his disguet, and his wish
for his nephew ro withdraw, But the phys
cizng endeavoured to peeify him, while Atwood,
with the paper spread on a parifolio, and 4
pen in readioess, coolly procesded o obtyin
the necessary signatures. Sir  Wycherlys
hand rrembled so much when it received the
pen that, for the moment, writing was our of
the queation, snd it Lecame necessary to sd-
minister & restorative in ordec to strengthen

hia puerves,
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‘" Away —out of sight” mutltered the cx-
cited baronet, leaving ne doubt on all pressat,
that the uppermost feeling of the moment
war the atrang desire to rid himeelf of the
prescnes of the oflensive olject. " Sir Ree
ginald — little Milly — poor  servania — hro-
thers — all the rest, atay.”

“ Just be calwing the mind, Sir Wycherly
Wycheeombe,” put in Magrath, * and ye 'l
be sadacing the body by the same offor.
When he mind ia in a state of cxaltation the
Retvous system Js apt to feel the iofluence
of sympathy, By bringing the two in har-

i puration, the y devises
will have none the less of validity, either in

reality or in appearances.”

Sir Wycherly underatood the surgeon, and
he struggled for sclf-command.  He raised
the pen, and succreded in getting ita point on
the proper place. Then his dim aye lightel,
and shot o reproachful glance at Tam: he
sotiled in w ghastly manner, looked towards the
paper, passcd @ hond werows his brow, cluwd
his eyes, and Fell back on the pitlow, wterly
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unconscious of all that belonged to life, its
intereyts, Jts duties, or jta feelings Ia ten
riinutes he ceased to breathe,

Thus died Sir Wycherly Wychecombe, after
= long life, in which general qualities of & very
negatite nature had been somewhst relieved
by kindness of feeling, a passive, if ot an
sclive benewolence, and such a dixcherge of
his responsible duties as i apt to flow from
an absenee of any qualities that are positively
bad; as well ar of many of material account,
that are aficmatively good.
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CHAPTER V.

Came ye, who nill the curmbreos load of life

Push liand up bill ; bl ae the farheat neep

Vou trust 1o guin, =od put an end W infe,

Down thuaden back the stooe wilh mighty aweep,

And hurts your laloyn t the ralley deep.
Trowsox.

Tuk sudden, end, in some measure, unleck-
ed-for event, related in the close of the last
chapler, produced & great change in the con-
dition of things at Wychecombe Hall. The
first stcp was to mshe sure that the barenit
wis getually dead; a fuct that Sir Gervaise
Qakes, in particular, wis very vowilling Lo
believe, in the actusl atate of hin feelings
Mez often fainted, and apoplexy required three
blows to kill; the sick man might still revive,
and at Jeast b able to execute his so cleacly
expressed intentions.
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“ ¥e"l never have act of any wort, reia-
mentary or matrimoniol, legal or e, in
this life, from the late Sir Wycherly Wrehe.
cotnbe, of Wyeheenbe Hall, Devomlire,”
coolly observed Magrath, wi he sollected he
differeal medicines and instrumente be bad
bimuelf breught Jforth for the peravon.
' oHe's far beyond the jurisdictivn of =y
jord High Chancellor, or the College of
Physicians and Surpeons; and therefore, ye 1
be ecting prudently to consider hiin as de
veaked s oty in the light in which the hunae
lody is placed by the cessstion of all the
animal funciions.”

This dicided the matter; and the pecesury
orders were given ; all but the proper atend-
snts quitting the chamber of death. 1t would
be far from true to ssy thet no one lamenicd
Hir Wyeherly Wychecombe,  Both Mres. Pur.
ten and Miklrd grieved for bis sudden rd,
and wept sincerely for his Toss: though wotally
withoue a thanght of its cancequences to theo:
selvew  The deughter did not even once thisk
how near she had been to the passession of
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6000¢. and how unfortunately the cup of com-
parative affluence had been dashed from her
lipa; thaugh truth compels ua to avow that
the mother did onee recall this circumstance,
with a feeling akin to regrel. A similar recol-
lection  had s infl o the if

tions of sorrow that fowed from others.
The damestics, in particular, were 100 much
astounded to indulge in any very abstracted
grief, and Sir Gervaise and Atwood were both
exiremely vexed.  In short, the feclings ususl
n such oeeasions were but Jitde indulged
in, theugh there waz & strict ohservance of
decorum.

Sir Reginald Wychecombe noted these ir-
cum-tances attentively, and he tock his men-
wures accordingly.  Seizing a favourable mo-
ment ta consult with the two admirals, his
decizion wan soon made; sod, within an hour
afier bia kinsmao’s desth, all the guests and
most of the upper servant were assembled in
the room which it was the usage of the house
tocall the library, though the books were few,
nd seldom read. FPrevipusly, there had beun

ol
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a consultation between Sir Reginald and the
twe admirals, to which Atwood had been ad-
mitted er gificio, An everything, therefore,
had been arranged jo advauce, there was oo
time Jost ily when the company was
collected ; the Hertfordshire baronst coming
to the point at onte, and that in the clearest

manner,

“ (entlemen, and you, good people, do-
mestfes of the late Bir Wycherly Wrebe
combe,” he commenced; “you are all ac-
quainted with the unfortunate state of this
household. By the recent death of its ma-
ter it i3 left without a head; and the de-
ceased departing this life a bachelor, there
is no child to assume his place ps the patrl
and legal suceessor. ln one semse, T might
be deemed the pext of kin: though, by »
dictum of the common law, 1 have oo elim
to the seccession.  Nevertheless, you slt know
it wes the intention of our late friend 1w oo
atitute me his execulor, and I coneeire it
proper that scareh should now be mulde for
a will, which, by bring duly executed, mus



THE TWO ADMIRALS, i31

dispose of all in this house, and let us know
who is eptitled to commandat this solemn
and importast mement.  IL striken e, Sir
Gervaine Quokes, that the circumstsnces are
so peculiar as to call for prompt proceedings”
“ 1 Fully agree with you, Sir Meginald”
returned the vice-admiral; * but before we
proceed any further [ would suggest the pro-
priety of having s many of these present
as possible who huve wn iotersst in the re-
sult.  Mr. Thomas Wychecambe, the reputel
nephew of the deceased, 1 do nat see amang un.”

On examination, this was found to be true,
snid the man of Tom Wychecombe, who had
been ordered by his master to be present as
a apy, was immedistely sent to the latter with
a request that he would attend. After =
deluy of two or three wmioutes, the fellow
returned with the answer.

“Sir Thomus Wychecombe's compliments,
genttemen,” he said, “ and he desires to know
the object af your request.  He i in his
roam, indwlging in naturel grief for hin recent
lows . and he prefers to be left alone with
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lis sorrgws just at this moment, if it be agrre-
able to you.”

This was taking bigh grouad in the com-
mencement , aod, &3 the man had bis cue,
and delivered his message with great distinot-
ness wnd steadiness, the effect on the depend-
ants of the houschold was very evident. Sir
Reginald's face fushed, while Siv Gervaise
bit his lip: Bluewater played with the hilt
of his sword, very indifferent to ali that was
passing 3 while Atwood end the surgeons
shirugged their shoulders and soiiled.  The
first of these persons well knew that Tom
had no shadow of & claim o the title he
had been in sa much haste to assumne, how-
ever, and he hoped that the feebleness of hic
rights in all particulars, was repremented by
the mixed fecblencss wnd impudence oo
wected with thic message.  Determined not
to be bullied from Lis presest purpose, there-
fore, he turned to the servant aud sent him
back with a second message, that did not il
in its object. The man was direcled 10 in-
form his mrster, thet Sir Heginald Wyche
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mbe was io possession of facts that, in his
opinion, jusbfied the cowrse he was taking:
and, if * Mz Thomos Wychecombe ™ did nat
choose ta appear, in order lo look afier his
awn iotecests, he should proceed wilheut him.
This Lrought Tom inte the room, his face
pale with uncertainly rather than prief, and
his mind agitated with sach apprehensinns s
are spt e bewet even the mest wicked when
they take their first {mportant step in evil.

He bowed, however, to the company with an
air that he intended Lo represent the manner

N . . -
of a well-bred man, ack ledping hin duties

to respected gueite

“1f | appear remiss in any of the duties
of a host, gentleaen,” he said, * you will aver-
look it, T trust, in comsidecation of my pre
wnt feelings.  Sir Wycherly was my father's
elder brother, and was very dear, as he wes
very wear o me. By this melzacholy death,
Sir Raginald, 1 am denly and I
edly elevaled 1o be the head of our ancient
wnd honourable farily ; but | knaw my own
personal unworthinesn to occupy that distin-
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guished place, and feel how much betler it
would ke flled by yoursell. Although the
law huz placed a wide aod impasuble barrier
between all of your branch of the family and
aurselves, 1 shall ever be ready to acknow-
ledge the affinity, end to confesa that it does
s quite 88 much honour ag it bestows.”

Sir Reginald, by a great effort, communded
himself 5o fer as Lo relurn the bow, and appa-
rently to receive the condescending admisivos
of the speech, with a proper degree of respect.

< Bir, I thenk you,” he nnewered, with for
wal courtesy i * ne affioity that can bepropuly
and legally eatablished, will ever be di
by me. Under present circymstances, howeret,
sumponcd ss 1 have been to the wide of his
death-bed, by the lule Sic Wycherly himmwll
and named by hit, as one might say, with bis

dying breath, ag hin executor, I feel it & duly
to inguire into the rights of all parties, and, if
poraible, to ascertain whe in the successor, pod
consequently who has the best cluim to come
wand here'

“ You surely do not attach uny validity, Sit
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Reginald, to the pretended Will that was so
vogular)y drawn up in my dear uncles pre-
senee, an hour before he disd ! Had that mest
extraordipary instrument been duly vigned and
sealed, T canoot think that the Doctors” Com-
mone wourld sustein it; but vaiighed and uareal-
¢d, it is oo better than so much waste paper.”

“ As respects the real estate, air, though se
great & loser by the delay of five minutes, I am
willing to admit that you are right.  With re-
gard to the personmly & question in equily—
ane of clenry exprewsed intention — might pos-
aibly arise; though evens of thal I am by nu
AL, CETLRINT

“No, #ir; no!” cried Tom, a glow of tni-
umph colouring hia cheek, io apite of every
cffart 10 appesr calm; '* no English court
would ever disturh the netural succession to
the personals! I am the Jast man to wish 1o
disturly wome of these Jegacies — particularly
that ta Mr. Hotherbam, and those Lo the poor,
fuithfu) domestics,” — Tom saw the prudence
of oneiliating allies at such u eritical mament,
g bie decleration hed sn iostaot end strong
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effect, ws was evident by the countensnces of
wny of the listenors ; — and T may say, that
te Mise Mildred Durten; all of which will be
duly paid, precisely as if my beloved uncle bad
Teen in his right mind, and had actually made
bequests 3 for this mixture of reasan and jus
tice with wild and extraprdinary coneeits, is
by no means unconmen smong twen of greal
age, and in their last moments.  Huwever, Sir
Reginald, [ beg you will procced, and sct as
in your juigment the extraordinary eircum.
stances of whet may he called & very peculiar
case, require.”

" 1 conceive it tu be aur duty, sir, to search
for 2 Will.  Tf Sir Wycherly has actually died
intentate, jt will be time ensugh to inquire into
the question of the surcession at common law.
T have here the keya of hin private secretary;
and Mr. Furlong, the land-steward, who hes
Just arrived, and whom you sce in the, room,
tells e Sir Wycherly was accustomed to keep
all hie valuable papers in Lis picce of fumi-
wre, [ shall new protecd to open it.”

“ Do so, Sir Reginald; oo one can have a
stronger desire thas myself 1o ascertain my be-
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luved unele's pleasure. Thase to whom he
wwemad 10 wish to give, even, shull not be losers
far the want of his name.”

Tom was greally raised in the opinions of
half in the ream by this arefu] decluration,
which was effictually secering just sa many
friemds, in the event of sny oceurrence that
might render such suppart necessary. Ln the
mean time Sir Reginald, assisteld by the wew-
ard, opened the secretary, and found the depo-
site of papers,  ‘The leases were all in order;
the ttle.deeds were properly arrauged; the
buoks and accounts appearcd to be exactly
kepr; ordinery bille and receipts were filed
with methad ; twe or three bags of guineas
provwed that ready eash was nat wanting : and,
in shorl, everything showed that the deccased
had left his affaies in perfect arder, and in a
very intelligible condition. Paper afier paper,
howewer, was opened, and nothing hike a will,
rough draft or copicd, was to be found.  Dise
sppointnient was strongly painted on the faces
af all the gemlemen present; for they had
ignorantly imbilbed the opiuton that the pro-
ductivp of a will would, in weme unknown
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manner, defeat the hopes of the sai-dirant Sir
Thomas Wychecombe, Nor was Tom, himself,
altegrther withoul concern; for, aioce the e
cent change n bis uncle's feelings towards
himeelf, he had a secret apprehension that
some paper might be found, to defeat all his
hopes.  Triumph, however, gradually azsumed
the place of fear in the expremion of bis coun-
tenance; and when Mr, Furlong, & perfectly
henest man, declared that, from the late bare-
ret's habits, g well as from the result of thn
search, he did not believe that any such instra-
ment ¢xisted, his feelings overBowad in language

“ Not &0 fast, Master Furlong: uot so faty”
he cried; * here is something that posibly
even your legsl acumen may be willing to
teem & Will.  You perceiee, gentlemen, I have
it in my posseasion on good autharity, asitit
addressed to me Ly name, and thet, oo,
Sir Wycherly's awn hand-writing ; the envelope
ip sealed with his private seal. You will pro-
nounce this to be my dear uncle’s hand, Fur-
lang," — showing the superscription of the let-
ter—*' and this to be his seal P
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** Both are genuine, gentlemen,” returned Lhe
stewsrd, with a sigh.  “Thus far, Mr. Thomas
is Jo the right”

¢ Mr. Thomes, sirrah! And why not Sir
Thomas? Are baronets wddressed ns other
men, in England ! Bul, oo matter! There
ia u time for all thinge Sir Gervaise Oakes,

as you are perfecily indifferent in this affair,
1 ask of you the favour to hoeak the seal, and
to inquire inle the contents of the paper 7"
The vice-admiral wan not slow in comply-
ing: for, by this time, he begen to feel wn
inlense intetest in the result.,  The reader will
rradily understand that Tom had handed 10
Sir Gervaise the Will drawn up by his father,
and whicl, after inserting his reputed nephew’s
name, Sir Wycherly had duly executed, and
deliverzd to Lhe person most interested. The
envelope, address, end outer sesl, Tom hed
obtrined the very day the Will was signed,
Mier assuring himself ol the coatenta of the
latter, by six or eight careful perusals. The
vice-admiral read the instrument from begin-
tiog Lo end before he put it into the hande



140 THE TWH ADMIRALE.

uf &ir Reginald to exomioe, The Tatter fully
expecterl to meet with & clumey forgery; but
the instant his eyes fell on the phraseology he
perceived that the Will had been drawn by one
expert in the law., A second [wok satisSed
hirs that the hand was that of Mr. Baron
Wychecombe, 1t bas already been spid, that
in this instrument Sir Wycherly had be
queathed afl he had on carth to " his nephew,
Theuwss Wychecombe, son, ke &c." making his
heir, also, his execuror.

* Thin Will appears tn me to have been
drawn up hy e very skilful lawyer, the law
Baren Wycheeombe,” olierved the baranet,

It was, Sir Reginald,” answered Tom,
endesvouring o appear unconcerned.  He
did it 10 ablige my respecied uncle, lewving
blagka for the name of the devisce, not liking
to make a will so very deciderlly in favour
of his own son. The writing in the blanks
in by Sir Wycherly bimself, leaving na dovhts
of Ait intentions.”

“ 1 du not see but you may claim to be the
heir of Wychecombe, sir, as well as of the
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personals; ibough your claims te the baro.
netcy shall certainly br conteated and defeated.™

* And why defeated 7 demanded Wyeherly,
stepping forward for the first time, and speak-
ing with a curicsity he found it difficull to
sontrol. ' la ot Mr. Thomass8ir Thomas,
T aught rather to say, —the eldest san of the
late Sir Wycherly's next brother; and, as a
matter of course, heir o the title, as well ma
to the eslate #™

¥ Mot he, ag [ cap anawer, from n careful
examioation of proofs.  Mr Taron Wyche-
combe was pever married, and thua could have
Do heir-at-law.”

“1s this possible! How have we all been
deceived then, in America I™

“Why do you say this, young gentleman?
Can you bave any legal claims here ?°

41 am Wycherly, the onty son of Wychetly,
who was the eldest son of Gregory, the younger
brother of the late barones: aod if what you
wy b true, the next in succension to the baro-
netey, al lewst”

* This is =" Tom™ words atuck in his
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throat; for the quiet stern eye of the young
sailor met his Yook, and warned him to be pro-
denr, * This is  misteke,” he ceanmed. “Mr
uncle regory wes lost wt sea, and died 2
bacheter. He can have left no lawful fssue”

“[ must sy, young geotleman,” added 5o
Reginald, gravely, *° that such has always been
the history of his fate. Ihave had too per
an interest in this family to neglect i w0
nale”

o { know, sir, that such has been the opi-
nion here for-more than half & centurys bot
it wax founded in error.  The fects are smplr
these. My grondfather, a warm-hearted bul
impetucus young wman, struck an older Dis-
teoant, when eshore wnd on duty, in eoe o
the West [ndia islands The penalty we
death; but, neither the party injured nor 1k
commeandur of the vessel, withed to push ma-
ters ta axtremity, and the offender was advind
to absent himeelf fram the ship, st the momt
of miling.  The injured party was indoced
Lake this course as, in a previous quarrel, &r
grandfather had  received his fire witheut
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retuening  it; frankly  admitting his fauls
The ship did sail withour Mr. Gregory
Wychecombe, and war lost, every soul on
board perishing. My grandfather passed into
Virginia, where he remained a twelvemonth,
suppresaing hia story, lest its narration might
lead to military punishment. Love next seal-
ed his fulure fate. He married a women of
fortune; and though his history wae well-
known in his pwn reticed circle, it never
spread beyoud . No ane eupposed him
oear the succession, and there was no mative
for stating the fnct, on accunnt of bis interests
Ooce he wrote to Sir Wycherly, but he sup-
pressed the letter, as likely to give more pain
theg pleasure.  That letier T pow have, anil
in his gwn handuwriting. I have alsa his com.
misson, and all the other proofs of identity
that such a pereon would be apt o posscss.
They are as complete vs any court in Chrizi.
endom would be likely to require, for he never
felt n necemity for changing his vame. He
has been dead but two years; and previously
te dying he saw that #very document necessary
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1a estalilish my claim,—should & moment for
enforcing it ever arrive,—waz put in such 2
legal furm a3 to admit of no cavilling. He
wutlived my own father, but none of 03
thought there was ony mutive For presenting
wursclves, ny all Belfeved that the sons of
Raron Wyclwgombe were legitimate. [ can
waly say, Gn that T have cowplete legal
evidenee that [ oam  heir-avlaw of Gregory,
the younger brother of the late Sir Wycherby
Wychecombe,  Whether the fact will give me
sny tights here, you best can ="

e will make you heir of entsil 1o this
estate, master of this house, snd of wost of
what it contnins,—and the present barone
You have only to prove what you say, to
defean overy provision of whin will, =ith the
exeeprion of that which refers to the persol
eylate.”

¥ Brave!" cried SBir Gervaiee, fairly rub-
Dhing his hands with delight.  * Bravo! Dick.
If we were aboard the Plantagenet, by the
Lord, 1'd tucn the hands up, and have three
cheers  Bo then, my brave young seaman, you
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turn out to be Sir Wycherly Wychecombe,
after oll 1*

“ Yeo, Lhal ' the way we always does on
beard ship,” observed Galleyga, to the group
of damestics, ** whenever anything of & helloo-
iog character tums up. Somelimes we makes
2 vignal to Adeiral Blue aod the rest on 'rm,
1o * atand by to cheer,' and all of wy acta
ta, to cheer as il our stomachs wan full of
burrahs, and we wanled-to get rid on e
1 Sir Jarvy would just pass the word now,
you'd have n tasle of thet "gre custam, that
would do your eare good for u twelvemonth.

[t's n cheering matter when ope of the trade
falls heir to an estate.”

¥ And weold this be & proper mode of set-
tling & question of w right of property, Sir
Gervaise (Jakes 7 ¥ asked Tom, with wmore of
right and reasen then he commonly had of his
ude; “ and that, too, with my uncle lying
dead beneath this roof? "

"I sckoowledge the justice of the reproaf,
Joung sir, and will say na more in the matter,
M least nothing as indiscrect as wy Last speech.

¥oL. L. n
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Sir Reginald, you heve the affair in hand, snd
I recommend it to your serious attention.”

“ Fear nothing, Sir Gervaite,” answered he
of Hertfordshire, ** Justice shzll be done in
the premises, if justice Tule in Englaod.  Your
atory, young gentleman, s probable, and o
turelly tald, and I see & family likeness be-
tseen you and the Wychecombes generslly:
& likeness that is certminly not to be traced
in the person of the other claimant, Did the
point depend on the legitinacy of Mr. Thoma
Wychecombe, it might be casily determined,
az [ have his own mother's declaration to the
fact of his illegitimacy, aa well us of one other
material circumatance thet may possibly un
gettle even the late Baron Wychecombe's will
But this testementary devise of Sir Wycherly
appeats lo be perfect, and mothing but the
entai can defeet it You speak of your proofi;
where arc ey 1t 33 all-ioportant to kaow
which party is entitled to possession.™

“ Here they are, sir," snswersd Wychery,
remuving a belt From his body, and produciag
his papers: ot in the originals, cerninlf:
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for moust of them sre matters of offivial re-
cord, in Virginins but in, what the lawyers
call ' exemplified copice,” and which [ am told
are in o fit stale to be read an evidence in ony
caurt in England, that can lake rognizance of
1he meLter.”

Sir Hegioald took the papers, and began to
veud thetty, one by one, and with deep auien-
tion. ‘The evidence of the identity of the
grandfather was full, and of the clearest na-
ture, [e had been recoguised as an old school-
felluw, by one of the governors of the colony,
and it was at this gentlemon’s suggestion thal
he had aken so much paine to perpetuate the
evidence of his identity, Both the marriages,
one with Jane Beverly, sod the other with
Rebecea Randolph, were fully substantiated,
as werg the two birtha  The personal identity
of the youbg man, and Lhis too as the only won
of Wycherly, the eldert son of Gregory, was
well certified too, and in o way that could leave
mo doubt my to the person meant. Inuw word,
the proofs were wuch ay & careful wnd expe-
rienced lawyer would have prepared, in o case

uz
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that ademitted of po doubt, and which was
liable to be contested in w court of liw.  Sir
Regionld was quite helf an bour i looking
over the papers; and duriog this time everr
eve in the room was on him, watching the ex-
pression of his countenance with the utceos
solicitude, At length he findshed his 1esk,
when he aguin wurmed 1o Wycherly.

' These papers have been prepared with
grent method, and an acute knowledge of what
might be required,™ he said. * Why have Lhey
been so long suppressed, and why did vou
permil Sir Wycherly to die in ignomance of
your near affioity to him, and of your claims 2~

“Of my claims I was ignorant myself, be
Jieving mot only Mr. Thomee Wychecombe,
hut his two brothers, to stand before me. This
winy Lhe opinton of my grandfather, even whem
he cavsed these proofs to be perpetuated. They
were piven to me, that T might claim afnity
to the family on my arrival in England ; and
it wag the injunction of my grandfather tha
they should be worn on my persen, uniil the
moment arrived when 1 could use them."
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“ This explains your not preferring the
chaitz—why net prefer the relationship ?™

“What far, sir? 1 found America and Ame-
ricans loaked down on, in Eogland ; colonists
spoken of as a race of inferior brings: of dimie
nithed stalure, feebler intelleets, and & waning
#pirit, a1 compared to those from whom they
had 30 recently aprung; and 1 was toe proud
to confess an affinily where | saw it was nat
dedired. When wounded, and expecting to
die, 1 was landed here, at Ny oD Tequedt,
with an intenlion to slate the facts; but, fall-
ing under the care of ministering angels,”—
here Wycherly glanced his eye at Milded and
ber mother— < 1 less felt the want of relatives
Sir Wycherly I hoboured; but he too mani-
Festly regarded us Americans wa inferiors, to
leave any wish te tell him 1 was his great-
oephewm.” .

4 | fear we are pot altogether free fram thia
rtprosch, Sir Gervaise,” obeerved Bir Reginald,
thoughtfully, * We do appear 1o think there
i wmething in the air of thin part of the
uland that renders ws better tham common,
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Nuay, il 8 claim comes from over water, Tet it
be what it may, it strikes us as a foreign and
inadmissible cleim. The fate from which even
prinecs are not exempl, humblec men must
certainly submit 0.7

< I ean understand the feeling, and I thinkit
honaurable to the young man.  Adwmical Blue
water, you and [ have had occagion wften ta
rebuke thin very apirit in our young officers:
and yeu will agree with me when I say that
this gentleman has acted naturally, in scling
85 hr has.

w1 must corroborate whal you say, Sir
Gervaise,” answered Bluewster; * and, a8 one
who haa seen much of the colonies, and who
is gelting to be an old man, [ venture 1o pre
dict that this very ferling, sooner or later, will
draw down upon England its own conse
guences, in the shape of condign punishment.”

o1 don't go as far as that, Dick—T don't
@0 as far os thot. But it js uowise and vo-
sound, and we, who know bath hemispheres,
gught to sct our facer againat it ¥e have
already same gallant fellows from that quarter
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aof the world udiong us, and T hope to live tn
e more.”

Thir, let it be remembered, was maid before
the Hallowells, asd Coffins, tod Brentons of
wur oxn tictes were cnrolled in & service, that
hay since becomre forcign to that of the Iand
of their birth; but it wos: prophetic of their
appeatsnice, and of that of many other high
names from the colonies, in the lists of Lhe
British marne. Wycherly smiled proudly,
but he made po amswer. Al thin time Sir
Reginald had been musing oo what had
passed.

" 4L would seem, gentlemen,” the Tatter naw
obaerved, **that, contrery to our belief; there
is an helr o the baronelcy, as well an to the
estate of Wychecombe 3 and nll our regrete
that the late incumbent did oot live to exe-
cute the will we had drawn at Lie request,
have become useless. Sir Wycheely Wyche-
combe, T congratulair you on thus sueceed.
ing ta the honours wnd estates of your family ;
wd, a3 & member of the last, I may be per-
mittee] to congratulate all of the pame in
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being a0 worthily represented. For ane of
thet family I cheerfully recognise you s its
hend and chief”

Wycherly bowed his acknowledgments, v
ceiving alsa the compliments of maost of (he
others present. Tom Wychcombe, hawever,
formed an exception; and, instead of wmani-
festing any disposition to submit to thia sum-
mary disposal of his claims, he was brooding
over the meana of maiotaining them. M-
tecting by the countenances of the upper serv-
ante that they were effectually bribed by bis
promipe to pay the late baroner’s legucies he
felt tolerably confident of support from that
quarler. e well knew that possession war
ning I.'I:n'ntu‘nf the law, and his thoughts paw-
rally turned towards the means necessary io
securing thin great sdvantage. As yet, the tvo
claimants were on & par, in this respect ; for,
while the executed will might seem to gime
him & superior claim, no authority that wa
derived from an fnsufficient source would be
deemed available in law; and Sir Wychery
had clearly o right to deviee Wychecombe w



THE TWo ADMIAALS. L5

long as there existed an heir of entmil. Both
purties, 100, were werely guests in the house;
0 that neither had any possessiun that wauld
Tequire a legal process to eject him. Tom had
been entered at the Temple, and hed some
koowledge of Lthe taw of the land, more espe-
cially as related to real gainte; and he was
wware that there existed some quaint ceremany
of taking posscesion, aa it existed under 1he
feudal eystem; but he was ignorant of the
preciee forms, and hed some reasonable doubis
how far they would beoefit him, under the
peculiar circumstacees of this case. On the
wbole, therefore, he was disposcd to try the
effect of intimidation by means of the sdvan-
tages he clearly, possessed, and of such liude
renson 8% the facts conmected with hie claim
allowed him to offer.

“&ir Reginald Wychetombe,” he said grave-
Iy, and with me Tuch indifference ws he could
wsume, ' you have bcl.myvd a facility of
belief in this American history that has sur.
prised mwe in one with so high a reputation
far prudepee and eaution. This sudden re-

s
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vival of the dead may answer for the cre-
dulous Jovers of marvels, but it wauld hardly
do for a jury of twelve sober.minded aod
sworn me.  Admittiog the whale of this gen
Ueman's statement te be true, however, you
will not deny the late Siv Wycherly's right
to make s will, if he only devised his old
shoes ; and, having this right, that of naming
his ily panied it. Now,

si, I am clearly that cxecutor, and as such
1 demand leave to excrcize my functions in
this house, as ie temparary master at least.”

* ot so fast; nat s fasl, young sir; wills
musl be proved, and executors qualified, before
wither has any validity, Then, again, Sir
Wycherly could only give autherity aver that
whicl wes bhis own. The instant he ceased
o beeathe his brother Gregoey's prandeon
Iweane the life-tenant of this estate, the houss
included ; wod 1 advise hini to assert that
right, trusting ta the validity of hia claim for
his justification in law, shonld it become ne-
cessary.  In these matiers, he who is right
ia safe, while be who in ®rong must take
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the consequences of his own acta My Fur
leng, your stewardship ceased with the life
of your prindpal; if you have any keys or
papers  to deliver, 1 advise your placing
them in the hands of this gentlemun, who,
beyond ail earil, T take 10 be the righufal
Sir Wycherly Wychecombe
Furlong was o cavtions, clenrvheaded, honest
man, and, with cvery desice to see Tom de-
fested, he was tenacious of deing his duiy.
He led Sir Reginald eside, therefore, ond ex-
awined him at some length touching the neture
of the proofs that had been offered; wntil,
quite satisfied that there could be ne mistshe,
e declared his williogness to comply with
the request,

" Certainly, I hald the keys of the late Sir
Wycherly's papers,—thoee that have Just been
#een in the search for the will,” he said, “and
have every wish to place them in the hands of
their proper owoer.  Here they are, Sir Wy-
cherly ; though 1 would advise you to remeove
the bags of gold 1hat are in the sccretary 1o
wme other place; ar those your uncle had o
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right Lo bequeath to whem he saw fit.  Kvery-
thing else in the secretary goes with the eitate;
a8 do the plate, furniture, and other heir-looms
of the Hall."

“ I thank you, Mr. Furlong, and T will first
use these keys to follow your advice,” answered
the new baronet; * then 1 will retuen them w
you, with a request that you will still retain
the charge of all your former duties.”

This was no sconer said than done; Wiy-
cherly placing the bagy of geld en the foar,
until some other place of security cuuld be
provided.

“AN that T legally can, Sir Wycherly, will
I cheerfully do, in order o aid you in the
anscrtion of your right: thaugh I do not s
how I can transfer more than L hald,  Chui fircit
per alium, facit per se, i3 good law, Sir Regh
nald ; but the principal must have pawer w
ael, before the depuly can exercine authority.
Tt appears to me, that this is & case in which
ench party stands on his own rights, st his own
peril. The possession of the farme is wfe
enough, far the time being, with the tenants:
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But as to the Hall and park, there would seem
to be no one in the legal occupancy. This
makes ¢ case in which title {s immediately
available™

*¢ Buch is the law, Mr. Fuclong, and I ad-
vise Sir Wycherly to take posseswion of the
key of the outer doar at onee, as master of the
tenement.”

No soner waa thie opinion given, than Wy-
cherly left the room, follomed by all present, to
the ball.  Here he proceeded alone to the ves-
tibule, locked the grent door of the building,
and put the key in hia pocket. Thisnct was
steadily performed, and in & way Lo counteract,
in & great degree, the effect on the domestics,
of Tom's promises concerning the legacies. At
the rame moment Furlong whispered some-
thing in the ear of Sir Reginald.

% Noew wyou are quictly in posseasion, Sir
Wrcherly,” said Lhe latter, smiling; * there
in bo necessity of keeping us all prisoners, in
order te maintain your claims.  David, the
usual porter, Mr, Forloog tells me, is a laith-
ful iervant, and if he will accept of the hey a5
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your agent, it may be returned to him with
perfect legal safely.”

As Davigd cheerfully assented to this prope
sition, the hey was put into his hands agmin,
and the oew Sir Wycherly was generlly

hought te be in Ner did Tom
dare (o raise the contemplated question of his

P

own Jegitimacy before Sir Regivald, who, be
had discovered, posscssed a clue to the facts;
and he consequently suppresied, for the mo-
ment ut least, the cerdfcate of marriage he had
s recently forged.  Bowing round to the
whole company, therefore, with a sort of sar-
castic compliance, he stalked off to hizs own
room with the air of e injures] man.  This left
our youog hero in possension of the fleld ; but
as the candition of the house was nol ane suil-
#hle 1o an unreasonghle display of trivmph, the
party soon separated ; some 0 consult concern-
ing the future, some Lo discourse of the past,
and ell to wonder, more o less, of the present.
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CHATPTER VI

Let wicds be shrili, kot waees moll high,
T frar ped save o mand §
Teu mareel nod, Bir Childe, that L

Am sormwlul of mind.
Chitide fdarald,

" Weee, Sir Jarvy,” said Galleygo, follow-
ing oo the hecls of the two admirals, as the
latter entered the dressing-room of the officer
slfressed ; *'9t has turned out just as I
thought ; and the County of Fairvillizn hay
come out of his hole, like & parpoise coming up
to breathe, the moment our backs i turacd |
As soon a3 we gives the order to squarc-away
for Kngland, aml I soes the old Planter's
abin windaws turned upen France, 1 forcsced
them consequences, Well, gentlemcn, here’s
been & heap of prize-money made in this
house, without much fighting. ¥We shall have
0 give the young lieutenant o leave for a fow
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manths, i order that he may take his swing
ashore, here, among his brother squires 1™

“ Pray, sir, what may be your pleasure?”
demandrd Sir fZervaise ; “and what the devi
has brought you at my heels ? ™

“Why, big ships always tows small crfi,
your honour,” returned Galleymo, simpering.
“ Howsotver, [ never comes without an errand,
at everybody knows. You see, Sir Jarvy,—
you see, Admiral Blue, that our signel-nfficer
inmshare, with a report for us; amd meeting
me in the hall, he made it to me first like,
that T might bring it up to you 'terwards. His
news s, that the French County 18 gone to s
as T haw just told you, gentlemen.”™

“(Can it be porsible that Bunting has
brought any such tidings here! Hark'ee!
Galleyge; desire Mr. Bunting to walk up:
and then see that you bebave yourself pa i
decent in & house of mourning.”

“ Ay, ny, sir. Mo fears of 1, gentlemen, |
can put on s grievous w look as the best
on'em, and if they wishes Lo wee sorrow he
comingly, and ship-shape, let them study
my conduct and countenance.  Wo s all
setn dead men afore now, gentlemen, as we
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il knows. When we fout Mounaheer Grave-
land, {Gravelin)} we had forty.seven slain,
besides the burt that lived to well their own
pain ;. and when we hed the—"

“Go to the devil, Master Galleygo, and
desire Mr. Bunling to watk up atwirs,™ eried
Sie Gervaise impatiently.

“ Ay, ay, sir.  \Fhich will your hopour
bare done first # "

! Let me see the signal-officer, Are,” answered
tbe vice-admiral, laughing; * then be certain
of executing Lhe other order.

“ Well," muttered Galleygo, as he descended
the stairs; il [ was to do as he says, now,
what would we do with the Heet? Ships
wants orders to fight; and flags wanis focd
W give orders; znd food wanis stewards tu
bt put upen the table, and stewards wants
vo devily 1o helps 'em do their duty. No,
ooy Sip Jarvy; [l Dot pay that vist til] we
ol poes in company, us ia suitable for tham that
bes mailed 20 Jong together.”

“ This will be great news, Dick, if De Ver-
villin hay really come out I" cried Sir Gervaise,
rubking his hands with delight.  * Hang me!

if } wait for orders from London ; bat we'll
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sail with the Sret wind aod tide. Let then
settle the quarrel wr home as they best an;
it is onr business to catch the Frenchman,
How many ships do you really suppose the
count to have #”

“Twelve of twa decks, besides one three
decker, and beating us in frigates. Two of
three, however, are short vessels, and caonot
be guite as heavy as our own. I Bee Do reuson
why we should not engage him.”

“ 1 rejoice to hear you say so! How much
more honourable ia it to seck the enemy than
to be intriguing abeut a court! I hope you
intend to fet me announce that ted riband i
general arders to-morrow, Dick 2"

 Mever, with my consent, Sie Gerraise, 0
loog a3 the house of Hanover confers the boon.
But what an extraordivary scene we have just
had below | This young licutenant is a noble
fellow, and T hope, with all my heart, he will
be enabled to make good his claim.”

= (3f that Sir Reginsld nssures me there can
be oo manner of doult. His papers arc in
perfect prder, wnd his story simple and pro
bable. D you not remember hearing, when
we were midshipmen in the West [ndies, of ¢
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lieutenant of the Sappho striking o senior
officer, ashore; and of his having been pro-
bably raved frem the sentence of desth by the
\ous of the ship?”

“Aa well as if it were yesterday, now you
name the vewel And this you supposs to
heve been the late Sir Wycherly's brother ?
Did he Lelang 10 the Sappho 7™

“ Bo they tell me, below; and it leaves no
doubt en my mind of the truth of the whole
tory.”™

“ Tt §s & proc, too, how epsy it ir for ooe to
return to England, and maintain his rights,
wfer en absence of more than helf a century.
He in Scotland has & claim quite 25 strong s
that of thin youth.”

“Dick Bluewater, you seem determined to
pull a house down about your own earsl
What have you or I todo with these Scoteh

sdventurers, when n gallant enemy invites us
to rome put and meet him?  But, mum—here
4 Bunting.”

At this instant the sigoal-lieutenant of the
Plantagenet w3y shown into the room by Gal~
kergo in person.

“Well, Bunting, what tidings from  the
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fleet 7™ demended Sir Gervaise. “ Do the
ships still dde 1o the flood

“ It iy slack water, Sir Gervaise, and the
vensels are looking all ways a1 once,  Most of
us are clearing hawse, for there wre wore round
turps in our cgbles than [ remember ever w
have seen in 3o short a time,”

*“That comes of thers being no wind, and
the vselessnces of the staymsils end spenhers,
What has brought you sshore?  Galleygo tells
ue something of a cutter's coming in, with
information that the French are aut; but A
news is usually gefley-news.”

“Not always, Sir Gervalse,” returned the
Heutenant, casting a side-Jook ot the siewand.
wha often comfarted him with ship's delicacies
in the admirals cabin; **this time he s right,
t lemst. ‘The Active is comitg in slowly, and
has been wignalling ue all the morning. We
make her out to say that Monsieur ¥ervillia it
st gea with his =hole force.”

“ Yes,” muttered Galleygo to the rearvadmi-
ral, in a sort of aside; “ the County of Fair
villian haa come out of his hole, just as [teld
Sitr Jarvy. TFair-weather-villians they all i,
and ng bones hiroken®
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“ Silence—and you think, Buntiog, you read
the signals clearly 27

“ Neo doubt of it, Sir Gervaise. Caplain
Greenly is of the same opinion, and has sent
me gehore with the newa  He desired me to
1ell you that the ebb would make in half an
hour, and thal we can then fetch past the rocks
ta the westwand, light as the wind is®

“ Ay, that ia Greenly, 1 can awear! He'll
vat #it down unti] me are all aweigh, and stand-
ing out,  Does the cutter tell us which way
the count was locking #

“To the westward, sir ; on an esay bowline,
andd under short canvaes.”

" The gentleman is in ne hurry, it would
wem.  Has he & convoy ? 7

** Noz asail, sir.  Nineteen sail, all cruisers,
avd only twelve of the ine.  He has one two-
decker, and two frigaies more than we can
Mmaster ; just & Frenchman's odds, sic”

“The count has certainty with him the
wien new ships that were built last seasem,”
quierly obecrved Bluewater, Iraning back io his
wuty chair until hiv body inclined atan sngle of
forty-five degrecs, and stretcling a leg on an
emply stand,in his ueusl self-indulgent munner,
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“ They are a little heavier than their old ves
s¢13, and will give us harder work™

“ The tougher the job the more creditable
the workmanship. The tide is turping, you
say, Bunting **

I is, ®ir (irrvaise; and we shall all teod
ebb in twenty minutes The frigates outside
are riding down channel already, The Chlee
sgents to think that we sholl Le maving soom
as she has crossed top-gellant and royal.yards.
Ewven Captoin Greeoly was thinking of atreich-
ing slong the messenger.”

“AhY you're & wet of uneasy fellows all
round ! You tire of your native land in twen-
ty-fours, | find.  Well, Mr, Bunting, you cam
go off, aml say that all is very well. This
hruse i9 in a sad state of confusion, as T pre-
sume you know. Mention this to Caprain
Greenly.™

Ay, uy, =it} is it your pleasure 1 should
tell him anyuring else, Sir Gervaise Oakes 77

# Why—yes, Bunting,” angwered the vice-
admiral, smiling; * you may as well give him
a hint to get all bis fresh grub off, ws fas| a2
he cun—and—yes; 10 let no more men quit
the ship un liberty”
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“ Anything more, Sir Gervaise 7" added the
perlinacious officer.

“On the whole, you may as well run upa
ugnal, to be ready to unmoor. The ships ean
very well ride at single snchors, when the tide
has once fairly made What say you, Bloe-
water # 7

“ A signal to unmoor, at ance, would expe-
dite malters, You know very well, you intend
tw go to s, and why not do the thing off
hand *

“ 1 dare say, now, Bunting, you oo would
like to give the commander-in-chief & nudge
of same sort or other.”

“1f | could presume so far, Sir Gervaise.
[ can only say, air, thst the sconer we are off
the yoomar we shall foz the French.”

w And, Master Galleygo, what are your sen-
limente, on this occasion 7 1t 3 a full couneil,
and all sught (o speak freely.”

“ You knows, Sir Jarry, that I never speaks
in these matters, unless epoken o Admirad
Biye and your hemour are quite cnough 1o
tke care of the Heet in mest circumetances,
though there is some koowledge in the tops,
uy well ay in the cabin. My ideas is, gentle-
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men, that, by casting to starboard on this ebb
tide, we shall all have our heads off=shore, and
we zhall fetch into the offing ms exsily e @
country wench turns in a jig.  What we shall
de with the feet, when we gels out, will be
shown in our ultre movementa”

By " ultra,” David meant * ulterior,” a word
he had caught up from hearing deapatches
read, which he understood ne betier than those
whe wrate them at the Admirgity.

“ Thaoke ta you all, my frienda!" cried
Sir Oervaise, who was so delighted st the
prospeet uwf & general engagement that he
felt & Loyish pleasure in this fooling: **and
now to business, seriously. Mr. Buoting, [
would have the signal for zailing shown. Let
vach ship fire a recall-gun for her boats.  Half
an hour Iater, show the burting to unmoor;
and send my boat ashore as soon am you begio
to heave on the tapstan. Se, good-wmerning,
my hine fellow, and show your activity”

““Mr. Bunting, s you paws the Cecsar, do
me the favour to ask for my boat, also,” wid
Py s lazily, but half-raising his body to
look after the retiring Fentenant.  “If we are
to muve, [ suppose I ahall have to go with the
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Tt of them, Of course we shall repeat all
Four signafe”

Sir Gervaise waited until Bunting was oul
of 1he rocn, when he turocd to the stewerd,
and said with some dryness of manner—

" Mr. Galleygo, you have my permision tu
g on board, bag and baggege.”

“Yes, 8ir Jurvy, [ understands. We are
about to get the ships under way, and good
men gught 1o be in their places. Good-b'ye,
Admiral Blue. We shall meet before the face
of the French, aud then i expecls every man
o us will st an example (o himaelf of courage
and devotion”

“That fellow grows worse and worse, each
duy, and ! ehall have to sead him forward,
in order to check hin impertinence,” said Sir
Gerraise, half-vexed and balflaughing, «I
wonder you eland his saucy familiarity ax well
43 you appear to do, with hit * Admiral Blues'”

+ [ shall take offence as soon as T find Sir
Jervy really out of humour with him, The
man is brave, honest, and attached : and thes
are virtues that would atene for & hundred
faults.”

4 Let the fellow go to the devil! Do you

YOl Il 1
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nat think [ had betier go out, without waiting
Tor despatches from town 2™

W1t is hard to say. Your orders may send
ns all down inta Scotland, to face Charles
Stouart.  Perhaps, too, they may make you a
duke, and me a baron, in order to secure aur
fdelity P

** The blackguards !—well, say oo were of
that, just now.  1F M. de Vervillin is steering
to the westward, be can hardiy be aiming at
Fdinl:urgh, and the movements in the north.”

“That is by nc wesns o vertain. Your
really politic fellows usually look one way and
stewr another.”™

“ It is my opiniat, that his object is to «ffoet
& diversion 5 and my wish is, to give it to him
to his hearl’s content. So long a2 this fure
is kvpt vear the chope of the channel, it can
do no harm in the north, aod, in-so-much,
must Jeave the rosd to Germany open.”

“ For ooe, 1 think it & pity—not o say a
disgroce—that Kngland cannct settle her own
quarrels without calling in the aid of either
Frenchman or Dutchman.”

“ We must take the world as it is, Dick, and
act like two straightforward seamen, withoul
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wopping to talk polities. 1 txke ix for granted,
wwithslanding your Stusrt fervour, that you
ot willing enough te help me thrash Mansieur
& Vervillin 7

“ Beyond a queation.  Nothing but the con-
viction thal he was directly employed in serving
ny oatural and legitimate prince, could induce
e to show him aoy favour.  Sijll, Oakes, it is
possible he may heve succoura for the Scolch
on bowrd, and be bound to the north by the way
of the Trish channel.”

© Ay, pretty succours, truly, for an English-
man te | I Al

ff ires, and régil L]
de Croy, ot de Dilow, or some d—d French
name or other; and, perhaps, beautiful muskets
from the Boss de Vincennes; or rome other in-
fernal nest of Gallie inventions to put dawn the
just mscendancy of Old England ! No—oo--
Dick Bloewater, your excellent, loyal, true-
bearted English mother, never bore you to be
a dupe of Bourbon perfidy and trick. [ dare
uy she sickened at the very name of Louis !™

“1'U mot anawer for that, Sir Jarey,” re.
tumed the resr-admiral, with a vacany smile
“fur she passed some Lime st the court of fe
Grand Mongrque. But all this is idle; we
(B
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know each other's opinione, and, by this time,
ought to know each other’s characters. Have
you digesied any plan for your future opera-
tions; aond what part am 1 to play in L 27

Sir &ervaine paced the room, with hands
folded Lehind his back, in an ait of deep con-
templation, for quite fve minutes, before be
enswered.  All thia time, Bluewster remained

hing his and ts, in
anticipation of what was o come. At leagih,
the vice-admiral appeared to have made up his
mind, and he delivered himself of hia decision,
as follaws,

“ ] have reflected on them, Ldick,” he eaid,
“even while my thoughts have scemed to be
pceupied with the concerns of others 1 Ik
Vervillin ia gut, he must atill be to the eastward
of usi For, running as the tides do on the
French coast, he can hardly have made much
westing with this light south-west wind, We
are yet uncertain of his destination, and it is
all<important that we get immedinte sight of
him, and keep him in view, until he can be
brought to action.  Now, my plen s this, ]
will send out the ships in succession, with arJers
to keep on an exsy bowline, until each reaches
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the chaps of the channel, when she is 1o go
about, and stand in tuwards the Foglish coast.
Ench succeeding vessel, huwever, =ill weigh as
3000 a3 her leader is hull dows, and keep within
signal distanee, in order to send inftellipence
through the whole line.  Nothing will be casier
than te keep in sight of each other, in such fine
weather; and by these mesns we shall spread 4
wide elew,~—quite & hundred miles,—and com-
mand the whole of the channel. As won as
Monsiear de Verrillin is made. the fleet can
close, and then we will be gaverned by cir-
cumstances.  Should we see nothing of the
French by the time we make their coast, we
may be certain they have gone up channel ; and
then, a signal from the van can reverse the
ordet uf sailing, and we will chase 1o the east-
ward, clusing 1o a line abreast as fast as pos-
wble.

* ALl this is very well, certainly ; and Ly
oieans of the frigates and smaller croisers we
am easily sweep a hundred and fifty miles of
ocean; — nevertheless, the fleet will be much
seattered.”

“You de not think there will be any danger
of the French engaging the van Lefors uhe
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rear can close to aid it 7" msked Sir Gerease,
wilh itierest, for he had the profoundest respea
for hin friend’s professional opinions. *1is-
tended to lead out in the Plantagenet, mysell,
snd to have five or #ix of the fastest ships pest
ta me, wilh a view that we might keep off uitd
you could bring up the rear. If they chass
you hooaw we can retire.”

* Deyond & doubt, if Sir Gervaise Dakes a2
make up his mind to retire, before any French
man who was ever born,” returned Bluewater,
laughing. * All this sounds well ; but, in the
avenl of & weeling, I should expect to find you,
with the whole van dismasted, fighting ¥oor
hulks like bull-dogs, and keeping the count 31
bay, leaving the glary of covering your retret
ta ma”

“ Moy ney, Dick: T give you my henour
1'll do nothing so bovish and silly. T'm #
different man at Sfty-five from what T was at
twanly-five. Youmay be certain that I will rue,
unlil T think myself srong enough to fight®

“Will you allow me 10 make & sugpestion
Admiral Gakes; and this with all the frants
nees that ooght to charecterize our mncient
friendship 2™
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Sir Gervaise stopped short in Ivis waik, look=
od Blucwater ateadily in the face, and nedded
his head.

w1 understand by the expression of yaur
countenance,” continued the ather, ™ that 1
am expected 1o speak. [ had no more tu sy,
than to make the simple suggestion, that your
plan would be mont likely to be executed weTe
I to lend the van, and were you Lo bring wp
the ear.”

“The dewil you do! This somes an neat
mutiny, of scandalum magnaium, AL one can

wish! And why do you suppote that the
plan of the commander-in-chief will be least in
danger of Roiling, if Admirel Bluewater lead
o this oceasion instead of Admiral Oakes #"

“ Merely because 1 think Admiral Oukes,
when an enemy s pressing im, i3 mote &pT
to take counsc] of his heart than of His head §
while Admiral Bluewater iz not. You do not
know yourself, Sir Jurry, if you think il so
easy 3 matter Lo run away.”

w1'se apoiled you, Dick, by praising your
[oolish manceusring 3o much before your face ;
and that’s the whale truth of the malter. No
—my mind is made up: and, T Lelieve you



176 THE TWO ADMIRALS.

know me well enough to fee] sure, when that
is the case, eren a council of war could ow
mave it. J lead cut, in the firse twodecksd
ship that lifis her snchor, and you follow io
the drst. You understand my plan, and wil
see it executed, a2 you see everything execuled
its face of the enemy.”

Admiral Bluewster amiled, and not alioge
ther without jrony in his manner; though he
managed, at the same time, 1o pet the log that
had Leen lowest for the last Bve minules, raised,
by sn iogenuity peculiar to himeclf, severn!
inehes abiove itn fellow.

“ Nuature never made you for a conspirator,
Oskes,™ he said, as 200n a3 this change was
effected to his mind; V' for you carry & top-
light in your breast that even the blind can
wee ™

* What crotchet is uppermost in your mind,
now, Dick? Arn't the orders plain snough
to suit you "

“1 confess it ;—as well wa the motive for
giving them just in thie form.”

“Let's have it at once. 1 prefer o full
broadside to your minute-guns. What is my
maolive I”

“ Bimply that you, Sir Jarvy, sty te s cortaio

T s
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S Gerraim Oales, Bart, vieeadmind of
the red, and member for Bowlders, in
your own wiod, ‘wow, i | can just leave
thar fellow, Dick Bluewaler, behind me, with
four or fice ships, bell dever desert me, shen
in front of the epemy, whaterer be might duo
with King Grorge; and = 1"t make sure of
him by placiog the queston in such a light
that it shall e one of frieodship, mther than
one of loyaliy "™

Sir Fervaise coloured ta the temples, for the
other bad penetrated inw his most secrer
thoughis ; and yet, spite of his momentaty vexa-
tion, he facedd bis accuser, and hoth lavghel in
tbe heart-felt manper that the circumstance
wauld be likely to excile.

“*Hewrk'se, Dick,” anid the vice-admiral,
&5 8000 as he could command sufficient gravivy
to tpeak 3 *they mmde n mistake when they
snl you 1o s ; Fou ought to have been ap-
prenticed ta a conjuror. [ eare not what you
think about it ; my orders are given, and they
musl be obeyed. Have you u elear pereep-
tivn of the plan ¥

“(One quite ws clear, | tell you, as 1 have
of the morive,”

TS
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“ Enough of this, Bluewater; we have
serious duties before us”™

Sir {lervaise now entered more at lenglh
into hia scheme; explaining te hic friend all
his wishes mnd hopes, atd letting him know,
with official minuteners, what was expected
at his hunds. The rear-sdmimal lisiened with
his accustomed respect, whesewer snything
grave wan in discussion between them ; and,
had any one entered while they were thus eo-
gaged he would have seen in the mmoner
af une, nothing but the dignified lrank of 8
friendly superior, wnd in Lbe other the defe-
retice which the naval inferior wsually pays 1o
rank. Ag he concluded, Sir Gervaise rang his
bell, atd desired the presence of Sir Wycherly
Wychecombe,

I could have wished to remain and see this
battle for the succession fairly fought,™ he said;
“but a battle of a different sort calls e in
angther quarter. Show lim io,” ha added,
a3 his man intimated that Lhe young baronet

was in weiting.

“What between the dulies of our profes-
sional ptations, and those of the guest to the hout,”
said the vice-admiral, rising and bowing to the
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Jouog man, it s not easy to settle the ques-
tion of etiquette between ue, Sir Wycherly:
ard T hase, from habit, thought mare of Lhe
admiral and the Lieutenant thas of the lord of
the manor and his obliged guests. [ 1 have
ermed, you will excuse me™

“ My new aituation is so very novel thal
[ il remain all sailor, Sir Gervaies,” anuwered
the other, amifing; * ma such I hope you will
erer congider me. Can 1 be of any setvice
herm P

“ e of our eutlers has just come in with
pews that will take the fleet ta sea sgain this
morning ; or &b 000 a8 the tide brgins to run
2 mtrong #bb. The French are out, and we
must go and Jook for them, 1t was my inlen-
tion and my hope La be able to lake you to sea
#ith me in the Plantagenet.  The date of your
commingion would not pul yor very high
among her licutenants; but Bunting deserves
a first lientenancy, and 1 meant to give it ta
him this afternoon, in which case there would
be & vacaney in the situation of my own wignal-
officer, a duty you could well perform.  As it
i3, you ought not to quil this houst, and I
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must take my leave of you with regret it is
"

* Adeviral Oakes, what is there that ought
10 keep one of my slation ashore on the eve of
& general baude? I sincerely hope and trust
you will alier the last deterningtion, and return
to the first”

* You forget your own imporiant intersats;
remember that possession is nine points of the
Iaw."

“WWe hed heard the news below, gud Sir
Hegimald, Mr. Furlong, and mysell, werc
discuasing the matter when 1 recrived your
summans. These gentlemen tell me, that pas.
wsilon ean be beld by deputy as well ag in
person. [ awm satished we can dispose of thiv
ubjection.”

* Your grandfether’s brother, and ihe late
head of your family, lies dead in this house;
it is proper his successor should he prescat wt
his luneral oberquies.”

“We thought of that, also. Sir Reginld
has kindly offered to appesr in my place: and
then there s the chance that the mecting with
Mansieur de Vervillin »ill take place withio
the next eight end forty hours, whereas my
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uncle canool be interred cerlainly for a week
or ten days™

4 T wer you have well calculated all the
chances, young sir,” said Bir Gervaise, mmiling.
** Bluewsater, how does this matter strike you? ™

** Leave il in my handy, and [ will sec to iL
You will sail pear or quite twenty.four hours
befure me, and there will be time for wore
reflection.  Bir Wycherly can remain with me
in the Cesar, in the action; or he can be
thrown alward the Planiagenet when =e
meeL.”

Afier a htule reflection, Sir Gervaise, who
Tiked to give every one a fair chance, consenied
ta the arrangement, and it waa decided thet
Wycherly shou!d come wut in the Cesar, il
nothing cocurred to render the slep improper.

This I's pleted, the vice-ndmi.
ral declured he wus ready o quit the Hall
Galleygo and the cther servanta had already
mude the dispasitions necessary for embarking,
and it only remained to take leave of the in-
wates of the dwelling. The parting between
the baronets wan friendly ; for the comman in.
terest they felt in the succesn of Wycherly had,
in a degree, rendeved them inlimates, and
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much disposed Sir Reginald to orebeok the
sailor's well-knewn whiggery, Dution  mad
the ladies took their departure at the same
time ; and what pamed between them and Sir
Gervaise on this occasion took plae oo the
road to the head-land ; whither all parties pre-
ceeded on foot

A person so fmpartant a1 Sir Gervaise Oakes
did not leave the roof that had sheltered him,
to embark on board his own ship, without a
due escort 10 the shore.  Bluewster accomps-
nisd him, in order to discuss eny little point
of duly that wmight oecur to the mind of
either aL the lant moment; and Wychedly waes
of the group, partly from professional feding,
and more from u dedire 1o be pear Mildrd
Then there were Atwood, und the surgens,
Br. Rothethamn, avd two or three of the cabic
sttendanty.  Lord Geoffrey, too, strolled aloag
with the rest, though it was undersicod that
his awo ship would net sail that day.

Jusl a8 the party issued from the gate of the
park into the street of the bamlet, & hewry
gun wan fired from the fleet. IL waa soco
surceeded by others, and whifs and cornet
were yeen fying from the mast-heads that
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rose above the openings in the cliffs, the sig=
oal of recall for all boats. This set every
one in motion, end, never withio the memory
of man, hed Wychecombe presented such a
wene of confusion and ectivity. Helfintoxi.
cated seamen were driven down o the boats
by youngsters with the cloth diamend in their
callars, like awine, who wers reluctant to go,
snd yet afraid to stay. Quarters of beeves were
trundled aloog in carta or barrows, and were
s000 seen swinging atdifferent main-slaye; while
the gathering of eggs, butter, poultry, mutton,
lamb, and veal, menaced the surrcunding
country with a scarcity.  Through this throng
of the living and the dead cur party held its
way, jostled by the eager countrymen, and
respectfully aveided by all who belonged w
the Beet, until it reached the point where the
roads ta the ¢liffs and the landing separated,
when the vice.admiral turned to 1he only mids
shipman present, and courteously lifting his
hat, as if reluctant to impose such a duty on
& " young gentleman ™ on Jiberty, he said—

4 T me the favour, Lord Geofirey, to step
down ta the lending, and ascertainif my barge
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is there. The officer of the boat will find me
at the signal-station."

The boy cheerfully complied: and this son
of an Fnglish duke, who, by the death of an
elder brather, became in time a duke himselfy
went on a service that among gentlemen of
the land would be deemed nearly menial, with
a5 much alserity as if he felt honoured by the
request. It was by a training like thie, that
England come, in time, o poshess & marine
that has achieved so many memorable deeds;
singe it taught those who were destined 1o
commend, the high and useful lesson how 1o
obey.

While the midshipnian was gone to look for
the boat the two admirals walked the cliff, side
by side, discussing their future movements:
and when all was ready, Sir (Fervaise descend-
ed to the shore, uaing the very path by which
he hed ascended the previous day : and, push-
ing thraugl the throng that crowded the land
ing, almast oo much engaged to heed even his
approach, he entered his barge. [n another
minute the measured strokes of the cars urged
hiny, swiltly wowards the Plantagenct.
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CHAPTER VI,

T w3t noe withoun same rewson, for the wind
Troreas'd ut night, gniil it Blew o gale;
And theugh "L was nat mach be & oaval mind,
Some Tandamen would have look™d 3 linle pale,
Far sailors are, in facy, o diferem kind ;
Al sunsel they began 1 ake in @if,
Faz the shy ahow'd it would some oo o blow,
Aod gy away, perhap, o mast of w

Hreow.

As it wes just past the wen of the day,
Bluewnler determined to linger on the cliffs
for several hours, of until it was Lime to think
af hia dinner.  Abstracted as his thoughts were
habitually, his mind found occupation and ples-
BFe in wi ing the evolutions that }
od amiong the ships ; some of which evolutions

it may be well now brivly to relate.

Sir Geevaiee Oukes' foot had not been on the
deck of the Plantageaet five minutes before a
dgnal for all commanders was fying at that
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venscl's mast-head. In ten minutes more every
captain of the Beet, with the exception of Lhose
belonging to the vessels in the offing, were o
the flag-ship's cabin, listeniog to the inten-
tions and instructions of the vice-admiral.

“ My plan of mailing, gentlemen, is earily

comprehended,” inued the der-in

chief, after he liad explaioed his general inten-
tiona to chase and eagage; “* and every vne of
you will implicitly follow j. We have Lhe tide
strong at ebb, and 2 good siz-knot breeze is
coming up at south-west. 1 shall weigh, with
my yerds equare, and keep them #s, unti)
the ship has drawn out of the fleet, and then
T shall Wi up on a taut bowline and ou the
atarboard tack, bringing the ebb well under my
leechow. This will hawse the ship over wwards
Marlaix, and briog un quite as far to wind.
ward as ia desirable. While the ebb lasts,
wnd this brecze stands, we shall have plain
sailing; the difficulty will come on the foed,
or with a shift of wind. The shipa that come
out last must be careful to keep their seconds,
ahead and astern, in plain sight, and regulate
their morements, as much as they can, by
the leading veswls. The object is to apread
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as wide & clew ws posaible, while we hold the
the ships within signal-distunce of each other.
Towarde sunset 1 shall shorten sail, and the
'ﬁl.le will close up within a league from veswo]
ta vemsel; and I hare told Bluewster ta use
his diserclion about coming cut with the Jast
ships, though 1 have requested him to held
oo as long a1 he ohall deem it prudeat, n
the hope of receiving another express from
the Admiralty. When the flood mukes, I do
oot intend to go about, but shall continve on
the starboard tack, und 1 wish you il to do
the same.  This will bring the leading vessels
considerably to windward of those asterm, and
way powibly throw the feet into a bow and
quatter lime. Beimg in the vao, it will fall
to my duty te look Lo this, and to watch foc
the conscquences.  But 1 ask of you to keep
an eye on the wealher, and to held your ships
within plain eignal-distance of ¢ach other. If
it ¢ome on thick, or to blow wery hard, we
must close, from van to rean and try our
luck, in & search in corspact order. Let the
wan who first sees Lhe enemy make himself
heard wt once, and send the news, with the
bearings of the French, both ahead and astern,
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s fast an possible. Tn that case you will all
clase on the point from which the intelligence
cotmea; and, mark me, no cruising o get to
windward, i your own fashions, as if you
sailed with roving comwissions. You know
LIl oot stand ttat.  And now, genilemen, it
is probable that we shall all pever meet again.
God bless you! Come end shake hands with
e, one by one, and then to your bosts, fer
the first leutenant has just senr Oreenly word
that we wre up and down. et him trip,
Gircenly, and be off s soon as we can.”

The learc-taking, a scene o which joyous
Dess and radneas were strangely mingled, sue-
ceeded, aud then the capisine dJisappeand.
Frem thal woment cvery mind was bent on
nailing.

Although Bluewater did not witness the
scenie in the Planiagenet's cabin, he pictored
it in hie mind's eye, and remained on the cliff
to watch the succreding movements.  As Wy-
cherly had disappeared in the house, snd
Dhtton clung to his fag-staff, che rearud
mira] had no one but Lord Geoffrey for a
companion. The latter, perceiving that hia
relation did not seem disposed 1o cooverse
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had the tact to be silent himeelf: a taek that
was lena difficult than comman, on sccount of
the interest he felt in the spectacle.

The boats of the different captaing were still
shoving off from the starboard wide of the
Plantagenet, whither etiguette had brought
them  together, in a litlle crowd, when her
three topsails fell, and their shecls etaadily
drew the clews toward the ends of the lower
varde. Even while this wam in process the
yards began 1o ascend, and rose with that
steady but gradusted movement which marks
the operation in & man.of-war,  All three were
Taicly headed in two mi As the
wind struck the canvass obliquely the sails
Glled as they opened their folds, and, by the
ume their surfaces were Battened by- disten-
sion, the Plantagenet steadily moved from her
lste berth, sdvanciog slowly against a strong
tide, out of the group of ships, among which
she hind been anchored. This waa a beautiful
evolution, bling that of n sea-fowl, which
luzily risea on its element, apreads its wings,
emerges from the water, and glides away o
wme distant and usseen point.

The movement of the flag-ship was siately,
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mensured, and grand. For five minutes sbe
held her way nearly duc east, with Lhe wind
on her starboard quarter, meeting the tide in
& direct line; until, having drawn sufficiently
whead of the fieet, she let fall her courses,
sheeted home topgallant-sails snd royals, sl
her spanker, jits and staysails, and Lraced up
sharp on & wind, with her head at sauth-soulb-
east. This brought the tide well under her
lee forc-chming, and set her rapidly off the
Innd, and to windward. As she trimmed het
sails, and sieadied her bowlines, she fired &
gun, mude the numbers of Lhe vesscls in the
offing ta weigh, and to pass within hail. All
thiz did Bluewater note, with the atieotion
of &n gmatewr, as well e with the eritical
analysiv of & cormpisseur.

“ Very handsomely done, Master Geoffrey,
very handsomely done, it must be allowed!
Never did a bird quit a fock with less fusy
or more Leautifully, than the Plantagenct has
drawn out of the Heet. 1t must be sdmined
that Greenly krows how to handle bie ahip”

“ T fancy Captain Swwel would have doge
quite a1 well with the Casar, sir,” anawered
the boy, with a proper esprit-de ship. * Daoll
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¥Ou ber, Admiral Bluewater, the time
when we got under way off 1'Orient, with the
wind hilowing a gale directly on shore? Even
Sir Gerraise said, afterwards, that we lost
less grround than any ship in the Beer, and yet
the Plantzgenet is the most weatherly two.
decker in the navy; as everybody says.”

“ Everybedy! She is certainly a weatherly
vrssel, but mat more so than several others.
Whom did you ever hear give that character
1o thir particular ship?™

* Why, sir, her reefers are alweys bragging
an much 21 that ; and & great deal more too”

“ Her reefers!  Young gentlemen are par—
ticularly struck with the charma of their feat
loves, both ashore and efloat, my boy, Did
¥ou ever hear an ofd seamen say that much
for the Plantagenet 2"

T think I have, sir,™ returned Lord Geofl-
rey, blushing. * Galleygo, Sir Gervaise's
steward, s commonly repeating some such
sufl, or ather They are furious braggarts,
tbe Plantagenet's, all round, sir.”

“ That comes honestly,” answered DBlue-
water, smiling, '* her namesakes and prede-
amors of old having some such characteriatic
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toe. Look at that ship's yerds, boy, and learo
how to trim u vessel's sails on a wind. The
pencil of a painter could not draw lines more
eccurate '

“ Captain Biowel tells ug, air, that the yards
ouglit not to be braced in exnctly nlike: but
that we aught to cheek the weather-braces,
u little, a8 we go alofi, so that the topsail.yard
should point o little less forward than the
lower yard, and the topgalanl than the
tnpsail.™

“You mre quite rght ip takiog Stomcls
apinion in all such matters, Geoffray ; but hes
not Ceptain Grecnly done the same thing in
the Plantagenet? When T epeak of symmetry,
1 miean the symmetry of a waman.”

The boy wae silenced; though exceedingly
reluctant to admit that any ship couid equal
Iiis own. [0 the mean time there was every
appearance of a change iu the weather. Juet
shaut the time the Plantagenet braced wp
the wind freshened, and in ten wi it blew
a stiff brecze, Some time before the Adnirl
spoke the vessels outside he was compelled to
take in all his light canvass; and when he
flled, sgain, aher gising his orders to the
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frigate and alaop, the topgallant ahcets were
ket By, a single reefl was taken in the topsails,
and the lighter sails were set over them.  This
chaoge in the weather, more especially as the
aight threatened to be clouded, iF not abso-
lutely dark, would necessarily bring about
4 correaponding change in the plan of sailing,
reducing the intervals between the departure
of the vessels quite ome-half. To wuch viels
situdes are all maritime operations Jable; and
it is fortunate when thers is sufficient capacity
in the leaders to remedy then.

In less than an hour the Plantagenet's huli
began to sink, to those on a level with it, when
the Carmatic tripped her anchor, opened her
canvass, shot out of the fect, hauled by the
wind, and followed in the wdmiral’s weke, So
arcurate was the course she stecred that, half
s hour after she had braced up, & bawse
bucket, which had been dropped from the
FPlantagenet in hauling water, wan picked up.
We may ndd, here, though it will be a litde
anticipating events, that the Thunderer fol-
lewed the Carnatic; the Blenheim the Thun-
derer; the Achilles the Blenkeim ; the War.
pite the Achilles; the Dover the Wurspite ;

Yol x
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the York the Dover; the Elizabeth the York ;
the Dublin the Elizabeth; and the Cesar Lhe
Dublin. But hours passed before all these
ships were in motion, and hours in which we
shall have some occurrences to relate that took
plaze on shore.  Still it will wid the yeader io
better understanding the Ffulure ineidents of
our tale, if we describe, at once, some of the
circumstances under which all these ships got
in metion.

By the time the Pluntagrnet's topsaila were
beginning te dip from the cliffs the Carnatiz,
the Thunderer, the Elepheim, the Achilles,
and the Warspite were all stretching out in
line, with intervals of quite two leagues be-
tween them, uoder an much capvass an they
could now bear. The Admiral had shortened
sail the mout, and was cvidently ellowing the
Camalic to close, mest probably oo ascount
af the threatening look of the sky, o wind-
ward ; while he was sulfering the frigate and
sloap, the Chloe and Driver, t¢ pass shesd
of him, the one on his weatber, nod the other
on his lec bow. When the Dover weighed
the admirals upper sail was not vivble from
her tops, though the Warspite's hull had sot
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yet disappesred from her deck. She left the
feet, or the portions of it that mill remained
at hor, with her [ sel, and hauted
by the wind, under double-reefed Lopsails, &
single reef in her mainasil, and with her main-
topgallant sail set over its proper sail. With
this teduced wanvass she started away on the
treck of her consorts, the brine foaming under
ber bows, and with & heel that denoted the
heavy pressure that bore on her sails. By
this time the York was aweigh; the tide had
werned, and it became necensary ta Al on the
othey tark in order to clear the land 1o the
eastward., This altered the formution ; bul we
will now revert to the events as they Iranspired
ot the shore, with a view to relate them more
in their regular order.
It iy scarcely pecessary lo ey that Blue-
water must have remained ony, or about the
diffe several hours, io order to witness the de-
parture of so wmany of the vessels. Inetend of
returniog Lo the Hall 2t the dinner-hour, agree-
ably to promise, he profited by the appenrance
of Wychecly, who left the couage with o
Bushed, agituted maoner, just e he wan 1hink-
ing of the necemity of sending § message to Bir
(¥




186 THE TWO ADMIRALS.

Reginald, and begped the young man to be
the bearer of his excuses He thoughy that
the change in the weather rendered it necesaary
fur him to remain in sight of the sea. Dutton
overheard this mesrsge, and, after a private
conference with his wife, he veatured 1o invite
his superine to appesse hin appetite under his
a®n humble roof. To this Bluewater cheer-
fully msmented: and when the auminons came
to the table, to his great joy he found that his
only companion was to be Mildered, whe, like
himself, for some reason known only to her
awn bosom, had let the ordinary dining-howr
para withoul appearing a1 teble, but whom
her mother had now directed to take some sus-
tenanee.

" The late events ul the Hall have agitated
the poot child, sir” said Mre Duiton, in the
way of apology, * and she has nat tasted food
since morning. I have told her you would
excuse the intruzion, and receive her carving
and attentions ns an excuse for her company.”

Bluewater Jooked st the pallid countenaoee
of the gitl, and ever before had he found the
resemblance to Agnes Hedworth so strong as 81
that moment. ‘The lut year or two of hirows
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awmcet frend's life had been far from happy,
and the languid lock and tearful eyes of Mil-
drvd zevived the recollection of the dead, with
paindul distinctness.

** Good God I™ he murmured to himself ;
** that wwo auch beinga ahould exist only 1o
suffer ! My good Mrs. Dutton, make no ex-
cuses i but believe me when [ say that you
cauld ool have found in England another that
would have praved as welcome as my present
litile messmate”

Bildred struggled for a emile ; and the did
suzceed in looking extremely grateful. Be
yond this, however, it exceeded her pawers Lo
go.  Mre. Dutton was gratified, and soon lefi
the wwo to partake of their neat, but dmple
mead, by themselves; houschold duties requir-
ing her presence elsewhere.

“ Let me perauade you to take a glews of
whin really execllent pore, my child,” waid Blue-
waler.  * If you had cruised a8 long as 1 have
done, on ‘the comst of Portugsl, you would
know how 10 value & Tiquor aa pure as thin I
don’t know of an admiral thet has as good !”

“Itis probably vur lust, sir,” anewered Mil-
dred, shaking & tewr from each of her long dark
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lashes by an iovoluotarily tremblmg motion
ax ghe spoke, @It was w present from dear
old Sir Wycherly, who never left my mother
whelly unsupplied with such plain delicacies,
s he faocied paverty placed heyand our veach.
The wine we can essily forget; not so ewsily
the donar.”

Bluewater felt as if he eould draw o cheque
far one-half the fortune he bhad devised to his
companion ; and yet, by a caprice of fecling
that i3 not uncommon to perscns of the liveliest
susceptibility, he anewered in & way to smother
his awn roiotion.

“ There will not soon be another ofd Sir
Wycherly to make his neighbours eomfortable;
but there is & young one, who is not likely
ta forget his uncle's pood example. 1 hope
you all, here, rejoice at the sudden rise in for-
ture that has eo unexpectediy been placed
within the reach of cur lavourite lettenant ¢ 7

A Took of anguish passed over Mildred™s
face, and her companion noled it; though sur-
prise and pily, not Lo BAY Cesentment, pre-
vented hia betraying his discovery.

“ We endeavaur to be glad, sir,” anawered
Mildred, wmiling in 20 suffering a manner &+
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1o awtken all her companion’s sympathies;
“* but it is Dot casy for us to rejoice at any-
thing which = gained by the lom of our fore
mer valued friemd."

“t I um aware that o young fellow, like the
present Sir Wycherly, can be no substitute for
a0 old fellow like the last Sir Wycherly, my
dear; but s3 ane is 0 sailor, and the sther was
oaly a lndemes, my profemional prejudices
may aot consider Lhe disparity as greal as it
may powibly appear to be to your less partial
Judgment."”

Bluewster thought the glance he received
war imploring, apd he iostantly regretted that
he had tahen such means te divert his compa-
nion's sadness.  Bome consciousness of this re-
gret prubably passed through Mildred's mind,
for she rallied her apirits, and made s partially
weeenful effort to be & more sgreeable com-
panion. i

“ My father thinks air,” she said, " that
out lale pleasant weather is about to desert us,
aod that it is likely 1o blow heavily before six-
aod-thirty hours are over.’”

"1 am afrmid Mr. Dution will prove to be
too wecurale wn almanse. The weather has a
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Lreeding look, and I expeet a dirty night.
Good or bad, we seamen must face it, and that
too in the narrow seas, where gales of wind are
oo gales of Arsby.”

“ Ah, win, it ia » terrible life to lead | By
living on this chiff [ have learned o pity sai-
lors.”

“ Perhapt, my child, you pily us when we
are the most happy.  Nine scamen in ten prefer
» respectable gale to s flat calm, There are
moments when the oeean is terrific; but, on
the whole, it is capricious rather than malig-
nant, The night that is before us promises to
be just such & one as Sir Gervaise Dakes delights
in. He is pever happier than when bic hears 4
gale howling through the cordage of his ship”

“1[ have heard him spoken of ma n very
daring and self-relying eommander.  Bul yov
canoot entertain ruch feelings, Admital Bloe.
water; for to me you seem better fitled for
& fire-side, well Sled with friends and rels-
tives, than for the contlicta and bardshipe of
the sea.™

Mildred had no diffculty now in forcioga
stile, for the sweet one she bestowed on the
veteran almost tempted him to rise and fold
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her in his arms, as s parent would wrap s be-
ioved daughter to his heart.  Biscretion, how.
ever, prevented a betrayal of feelings that
wight have been wisnterpreted, and he an-
swered in his original vein.

** L fear I am a woll in sheep's clothing,™ he

said ; “ while Oakes admits the happiness he
feels i seeing his ship ploughing through a
TRging sea, in a dark night, he maintains that
WY ragture ia sought in a hurricane. [ do not
plend guilty to the accysation, but T will sllow
there is & sort of Gerce delight in participating,
as it might be, in & wild atrife of the elements,
To me, my very nature seems changed at such
moments, and 1 forget all that is mild and
gentle.  That comes of having Lived a0 much
estranged from your sex, my dear; desolate
bachelor, a8 1 am.”

“ Do you think =ailora cught 1o marry [
asked Mildeed, with u steadiness that surprised
herself; fur, while she put the question, con-
sciousness brought the blood t her templea.

*1 shayld be sorry to condemn & whale
profession, and that one Iso well lave, to the
hopelest misery of single life. There are mi.
writs peculiar to the wedded lives of both

L
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soldiers and wailors: bul are there not mise-
riea peculiar to those who never mperate? I
have heard senmen say ; inen, too, who loved
their wives and families; that they believed
the extreme plessure of mestings wfter long
sepotations, the delighta of hupe, and the zest
of excited feelings, have rendered their yar
of active service more replete with agreeabls
then the stag pericds of peace.

Never having been married myself, I can oaly
apeak on report.”

“ Ah! this mey be so with men: but—
surel y—suraly—awomen never can feel thua!™

% | suppose, & mailor's daughter yoursll,
you know Jack's secount of hia wife's domestic
creed: ' A good fire, & clean hearth, the chil-
dren pbed, 2nd the husband at se’ is suppos-
&d to be the climax of felieity.™

" This may de for the sailor’s jokes, Admi-
ral Bluewater,” answered Mildred, smiling:
“ but it will hardly ease o breaking heart [
fear, frow all T have heard this afternoon, and
from the sudden mailing of the ships, that a
great battle {s at hand £7

“And why should you, a British officer’s
daughter, dread that? Heve you so little
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faith in wus as to suppose & battle will neces.
varily briog defest? [ have seen much of
my own profason, Min Duttos, and trust [
am in samwe small degree above the thodemen-
tade of the braggarts; but it ix not ugual for
us 1o meet the enemy, and to give those on
shore rewson Lo be ashamed of the English fay.
It bas never yet been my luch to meet a
Freochman. whe did not manifest = manly
desire 1o do his counrey credit; and 1 have
alwaya felt that we must Gght bard for him
before we could et him; nor has the vesult
ever disappointed me.  Suill, fortune, or skill,
ot right, it commonly of our side, and has
given us the advantage in the end.”

* And to which, sir, da you ascribe a succets
At pea, 8o very unifarm 2"

" As o Protestant, 1 ought to say, 10 our re-
figion : but, this my own knowlsdge of Pro-
testant wices vejects.  Them lo sy forfune,
would be un exceediog self-abasement — one,
that between us, is nol needed; and 1 believe
1 must impute it 1o skill. A1 plain seamen,
¥ do believe we are more expert than most of
ocur meighbours ; though 1 am far from being
positive we have any great zdvantage aver
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Ibem ¢ven in tactics. If any, the Dutch mre
our rquals"

#Notwithstaading, you are quite certain of
weerss Je must be a great cocouragement
to ¢nter foto ibe fight with a strong confidence
io victary! 1 suppose — that in, it seema to
me—it it & tomiter of course, sir— that owr
pew Bir Wyckerly will ol be able to join in
the bartle, this Hee 7™

Mildred spoke tmidly, and she endesvoured
1o woem ped ; but Bluewater read her
whole hourt, and pitied the pain which she
had inBicted on herself, io asking the questicn.
[t struck bim, oo, that a gicl of his com-
panion’s delickey aod weochility would Bot

thuz advert to the young man's moveoeols
at all, il the Jutter bad dooe aoght justly to
awaken censure; and this conriction greatly
relicved his mind a3 to the effect of sudden
elevation on the handsome lieutenant. Asil
was necesaary lo snswer, however, lest Mildred
might detect his consciousacss of ber feclings,
not n moment was lost belore muking a reply.
“1t is ool an easy matter to prevent &
young, dushing sailer, like this Sir Wycherly
Wychevombe, from doiog his part in a geptral
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engagement, aod that, too, of the character of
the one to which we wre looking forward,”
he said. “Oukes has left the matier in my
hands ; T soppose I shall have to grant the
¥OUung men's request.”

“1Xe bas then requested to be received in
your ship #™ wsked Mildred, her hand shakiog
a3 she used the spoon it held.

‘¢ That of course. No ote who wears uni-
form eould or would do lesx It seems &
¥icklish moment for him to quit Wychecombe,
too: where 1 fancy he will have a battle of
his own to fight ere long; but professional
feeling will over-shadow all others, in young
men,  Among us seamen, it is said to be even

wronger than love.”

Mildred made na answer: but her pule
cheek and quivering lips—evidences of feeling
thal her artlessness did not enable her to con.
ceal,—caused Bluewster again Lo regret the
wmark. With & view to restore the poor girl
to her seli-command, he changed the subject
of conversation, which did nat again ndvert to
Wychetly. The remainder of the meal wan
consequently eaten in peace, the admiral mani-
festing to Lhe last, hawever, the sudden and
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generous intereat be bad taken in the charscta
and walfare of his companion. When they
rose fram the table, Mildred joined her oo
ther, and Bluewatar walked out upon the chifs
again.

It was now evening, aud the waste of war
that Lay stretched before the eye, though ibe
softness of pummer was ched upon jit, had 1be
wild und dreary aspect that the winds aod
waves lend to n view, ma the light of day
is aboul to abandon the eecran to the glomy
of pight.  All this had po effect on Bluewater,
howeser, who knew that two-decked ships,
strongly manned, with their heavy canvass re-
duced, would make light work of worryiog
through hours of darkoess thut meoweed oe
more than these. Still the wind had freshencd,
wnd when he stood on the verge of the cliff
sustained by the breere, which prewsed bim
back from the precipice, rendering hiv bead
more wteady, and his footing sure, the Elin-
beth was canting, under close-veefed topmis
wnd two reefs in her courses, with a bowr
stayusil or 1ws, ta twse her helm. He ue
that the ponderous maechine would stagger
under even this short cenvass, und that bet
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<aptain had made his disposdons for & windy
night.  The lights that the Dover and the
York enrried in their tops were just beginning
to b visible o the guthering gloom, the last
mbout » league and a half dewn chanmel, the
ship standing io that direction to gel Lo wind-
ward, and the former, more 0 the wouthward,
the yewsel having alrendy tacked to follow the
admiral. A chein of lighis connected the
whale of the lang line, and placed the meann
of pommunicalion in the power of the captaing.
At this moment the Planlagenet wan fully
Efiy miles at sen, ploughing through a heavy
wuth.west swell, which the wind was driving
into the chops of the channel, from the direction
of the Bay of Biscay, and the broad Atlaniie
Bluewater buttoned hir coat, and he felt
bis frame invigorsied by a gale that ceme
orer his person, loadsd with the peculiar
Bavour of the sew  But twe of the heavy
ships remmined at their anchors, the Dublin
and the Cewar; and hiv experienced eye could
wee (hat Stowel had everylhing on board the
Intter ready Lo trip wnd be off, 25 woon as he
himsedi should give the ovder. Al this ma-
ment the midshipman, whe hed becn ahwent
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for hours, returoed, and steod again at his
side,

e uer will soon come, wir,” maid the
gallant bay, “and, for one, [ shall not be
sorry to be in motion. Them ¢haps oo board
the Piantegenct will swagper like so many
dogs if they should happen Lo get » broadside
at Monsieur de Vervillin, while we are lying
here, under the shore, like a gentleman’s yacht
hayled into & bay, that the ladies might rat
without disturbiog their stomachs™

“ Little feaz of that, Geoffrey. Fhe Active
is too light of fuot, especinlly in the wemther
we have hud, to seifer heavy ships to be w
close on her hocls.  She must have had some
fifteen or twenty miles the start, and the
French have been compelled to double Cape
la Hogue and Aldermey, before they could
even look thiz way. 1f coming down chanmd
at all, they are fully Gfty wiles Lo the cust-
ward ; and, should our van strewch far enough
by morning to head them off, it will bring
us handsowely to windward. Sir Gervain
never set a better trap than he has done Lhis
very duy. The Klizabeth liaz her hands full,
boy, and the wind sevros to be getting scant
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for her. If it koock her off much more, it
will bring the flos! on her weather-bow, and
compel her to tack. Thin will throw the rear
of aur ling inta confusion 17

" What should we do. sir, in such a case?
It would never snswer to lesve poor Sir Jurvy
aut there by himsel[!"

“We would try not 1o do thas ! retured
Blaewater, smiling st the afectionate solicitude
of the lnd, a solicitude thot cansed him slightly
1o forget his habitual respeet for the com-
manderin-chief, and to adopt the sobriguet
of the Heer. *[n such & cane, it would be-
wome my duty to collest ar many ships a4
I could, and to make the best of our way
townrdu the placc where we might hope to
fall in with the others in the morning. There
is little danger of losing each other for any
length of time in these nacrow waters, and
1 have few appechensions of the French being
far enpugh west, to fall in with our leading
reicls before marning. 1 they should, m-
deed, Geoflrey—*

* Ay, sir, if they showld, T koow well
csough what would come to pasa!™

" What, boy? On the supposition rhat
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Monsicor de Verrilis oad meet with Sir Ger
vriwe by darbeak, what, i your expericnced
ey, wem o lledr  be the conse
quences 37

“ Whr, sir, Fir Jarry would go at "em like
& dolptdn at a Aving-fish; and if be should
really happen to aalch one of two of “em,
there be no sailing in compuny with the Pla-
tagreei’s for us Caar's ! Wheo we had the
last "bout with Moosieur de Gruvelin, ihey
wert a8 sauey as peacocke, becsuse we dido®
clase until their fore-yard and mizsen-top-
gallant-mast were gone, although the sbift of
wind brought us desd to leeward, and, after
all, wa had eleven men the most hurt in the
fight  You doo’t keow them Plantagenets
r; for Lhey never dare say anything before
you !

“ Nor to the discredit of my young Caary
U1 amewer for 7t Yel, you'll remember
Sir Gervaire gave us full credit in his der
patches.”

* Yes, wity all very true.  Sir Gervaise knows
better; and then Ae understands what the
Cuesar is ; and what she ran do, and Ags dooe.
But it*s a very different matter with his young-
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sters, who fancy because they carry a rad flug
st the fore, they are 8¢ many Blakes and
Howardn, themselves. There's Jack Oldeas
de, wow ; he's always talking of our reefers
s if there was o sea-blood in our veina, and
that just because his own father bappened to
be o captain—a commodore, lie says, bhecause
he happened once to have three frigates under
i orders’

“ Well that would wake ¢ commodore, for
the time being. But, surely he does nat cleio
privilege for the Oldantle blood, over that of
the Clewelunds I

= No, ein i isn't that sort of thing, at all,”
relurned the fine boy, blushing » little, in apite
of his roolempt for any such womanly weak-
ness; " you hnow we never talk of Lhat non-
=nse in cur squadron. With ua it's all ser-
vice, and that sort of thing. Jack Cldeastle
smys the Glevelands are &)l civilians, 21 he calls
‘em ; gr soldiers, which ism'l much better, s
you know, tir.  Now, I tdl him that there
inan old picture of one of 'em, with an anchor-
betton, and thet wes Jong before Queen Anne’s
time—Qucen Elizabeth’s, perhaps,—and Lhen

you koow, sit; I fetch him up with a yarn
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about the Hedworthe; for I em just as much
Hedworth as Cleveland,”

“And what does the impudent dog say to
that, Geoffrey 7™

“Why, sir, he says the name should be
apelt Hendwork, and that they were all foe-
yers, But ] guve him as good as he sent for
that sauey speech, ['m certain 1™

“ And what did you give him, in retorn for
such & compliment 7 Did you tell him the O1d-
castles #are jusl so much stone, and wood, and
old iron; and that, too, in & tumbledown
condition !

“Na, sin, not I,” answerad 1he boy, haugh-
ing; 1 dide't think of any anewer half s
clever; and 30 I just gave him a dig io the
tose, and thal, laid en with right good #ifl.”

“And how did he receive that srgument?
Wae it conclusive; —or did the debate cone
tinge#™

“Oh, of course, sir, we fought it out
"T was on bosrd the Dover, and the Srat-lieo-
tenant saw fair play. Jack carried too may
guna for me, sir, for he’s more than a yeur
oldet ; but I hulled him 20 ofien that he owned
it was harder work (han being mast-headed.
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After that the Dover's chaps took my part, and
they said the Hedworths had pe Hewdwork
atall, but they were regular sailors ; admirals,
ad caplaing, and youngsiers, you know, sir,
fike all the rest of us. 1 told ‘em my grand-
father Hedworth was an admiral, and a good
oy too."

“1n thal you made s #mall mistake. Your
wather's father was only a genersd; but Ais
father waz a full admiral of the red,—lor he
lived before that grade was abolished-—and as
good an officer ns ever trod & plank. He was
my mother’s brother, and both Sir Gerveise
and mysell served long under his orders. He
=53 u sailor of whom you well might bosst.”

“[ don't think any of the Plantagenets will
chase in Lhat quarter again, sir; for we’ve had
v overhauling ameng our chaps, and we find
w2 can muster four admirals, two commodores,
atid thirteen capiaing o our two messes: Lhat
ity counting il sorts of relatives, you know,
ar."

“Well, my dear buy, I hape you may live
tareckon all that and mere toe, in your awn
perons, at some future day. Youoder in Sir
Beginald W ychecombe, coming this way, 1



216 THE TWO ADMIRALS.

Dutton having retired, first to his bottlr,
and then to hiz bed; the wind Llew heavily
athwart the bleak eminence, or was heard
scufling in the caverns of the cliffs, while
the portentous clouds that drove through the
sir now veiled entirely, and pow partially
and diely revealed the light of the moon,
in a way to render the scene both exciting
and wild. No wonder, then, that Dluewater,
lis visitor drawing near, felt a sironger dis
potition than hed ever yet come over bim, o
liten 1o the tale of the teopter, as, under
el the cir , it would Iy ex-
cewd the bounds of justice te call Sir Regi-
nald.

“ In secking you at such m spot, and in the
ridat of thiv wild landscape,” anid the Tatter,
“ [ might have been mssured 1 should be cor-
tain of finding one wlo really loved the sen
ami your noble profession. The Hall s 2
melancholy house, just at this moment; and
when I inquired for you, 5o one covld sy
whither you had strolled.  In following what
T thought & seaman’s instinet, it appears that
[ did well. Do my eyes fail me, or arc there
1o more than theee veasels at anchor yooder £
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“Yaour eyes are still good, Sir Reginald
Admiral {akes sailed several hours since, and
be has been followed by all the flest, with the
exception of the two line-cf-battle ships, and
the frigate you ste, leaving me to be the lant
1 quit the ancharage”

“le it a secret of state, or are you per-
mitted 1o say whither so strong a force has
= suddenly sailed 7" demanded the Laranhet,
glanciog his dark eyr so cxpressively Lowards
the other as ta give him, in the growing obscu-
rily, the appesrance of an inquisitor. *I had

been told the feet would wait for onders from
London *™

“Such was the first intention of the com-
mander-in-chizf ; but intelligeace of the sailing
af the Comte de Vervillin has induced Sir Ger-
vaise 10 change his mind. A English admiral
wehivm errs when he seeks and brats an avtive
and dangerons roeiny.”

* 13 thia always true, Admiral Bluewater #7
returned Sir Reginald, dropping in at the side
of the other, and joining in his walk, ns he
paced to and fro a shorl path Lthat Duttan called
his own quarter-deck, “or in it merely an wn-
meaning genetality, that sometimes causes men

Yot . 1
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to become the dupes of their own imaginations.
Are those alivays our enemies wha may sectn
to be eo? or are we so infullible that evers
feeling or prejudice may be safely st dowo
a3 an impulee ta which we ought to submit,
without questioning its autherity #

Do you eseem it a prejudice to view
France as the natural enemy of England, Sir
Reginald #*

« By Heaven 1 do, sir! [ can caneeive
that England mmy be much mere her oen
enemy than France has ever proved to be
Then, conceding that ages of warfare have
comtributed to awaken some such fecling 2
this you hint at, is there not & question of
right and wrong that ties behind all?  Reflect
how often England hes invaded the French
sail, and what seripus injuries she has eom-
witted on the ferritory of the latter, while
France has so littte wronged ua in the ame
way ; how even her throne has been necopied
by our princes, and her provinces possessed
by ouf armies”

| think you hardly allow for all the equity
of the different cases. Parts of what is new
France were the just inheritance of these whe
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have st on the Knglish throne, und the guar-
rels were na wmore than the wsual difficulties
of neighbourhood.  When our elaimn were just
in themsclves, you surely could not have wished
to s them abandoned.”

“Far from it; but when clains were dis-
puted, ia il not natural for the loser to view
them an & hardship? 1 betieve we should have
hal 3 much Dbetter neighbourhood, an you call
ity with France, had vot the modern dificul-
tes 1 with religious changes, securred.”

{1

“1 presume you know, Siv Reginald, that
1'end all my Family, are Protestants i ™

“1 da, Admiral Bluewater; and | rejoiee
to find that a differcnce of opinion on this
great interest does not necossarily produce one
on all others. From several little alluzions
that have possed belween us to-day, 1 am
tocouraged to believe that we think alike on
wertain temporal matters, however wide the
charm between ua on spiritual things™

“ T confess [ have fullen into the pame eon-
clusign ; and 1 should be sotry to be unde-
teived i weong.”

" What occasion, them, For further awbi-
guityé Surely two honourable men may safely

LE
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ttust each ather with their common sentiments,
when the times ¢all for decision and frankness ?
I am a Jacobite, Admiral Bluewater: il T risk
life or fortune by making the avowal T place
both, without reserve, at your mercy.”

“They could not be in cafer hands, wir;
and I knaw no better mode of giving you
every pomsilde wmursnce that the coofidence
will not Le abused, then by telling you in
return, that I would cheerfully lay dawn my
life could the macrifice restore the depossd
family to the throne.”

* This iz nolile, and manly, and frank, as T
had hoped, from & sailor ! exclaimed Sir Regi-
nald, more delightcd than he well knew how
te express at the moment. = This simple
assurance from your Iips carries moare weight
than all the oeths end pledges of vulgar con-
spitacy. We understand each other, and T
should be truly serry to iespire less conBidence
than T feel™

“ YWhat bewter proof can T give you of the
rellance placed on your falth than the de-
claration you have heard, Sir Regiveld My
head would amswer for your lreachery in m
week; but I have never felt it mare secure-
ly on my shoulders than et thin mement™
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The baroret grasped the other's hand, and
och pave and received & premure Lhat was
full of meaning. ‘Then both walked on,
thaughrful and telicved, for quite a minuie, in
profaund silence,

“Thie sudden pppearance of the prince {n
Seotland has taken ua all & little by surprise,™
Sir Reginall resumed, afier the pause ; “though
a lew of us koew that hia intentions led him
thin way. Perbapa ke has done will to come
vaatiended by a foreign force, and to throw
himaelf, as it might be singly, into the arms
of his eubjects; trusting everything to their
groerosity, loyalty, and courage. Some blame
him; but I de vol. He will awaken interest,
ww, in every generous heart in the nation,”—
this was arifully adapted to the charactsr of
the listener j—=" whereas, some might fevl dis-
posad to be lukewarm under a lesa manly
sppeal to their affections and loyally.  In Scor-
land, we leaen from all directions that his
royzl highness is doing wonders, while the
friends of his house are full of aclivily in
England, though compelled, for a time, to be
waichful znd prudent.”

"1 rejoice, from the bottom of my heart,
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a2
to hear this!™ said Bluewnter, drawing s
leng breath, like one whose mind was upes.
pectedly relieved frow a heavy load. Frao
the Uottom of my heart, do I rcjoioe?! )
bad my appeehensins that the sudden ap-
pearance of the prince night fnd his =l
wishers unprepared, amd timid through sur
prise.”

“ As far from that as possible, my dewr
sir; thaugh much still depends on the promp-
titude gl resolution of the master apirits of
the party.  We are ptrang enough to control
the watien, if we can being those forward who
have the strengih to lead and control cursdves
All we now woit ore some hundred or two af
praminent wen ko step aul of their difidence
anel show ue the way Lo honaurable achierement
and certain sueyess.”

*Cun such men be waning el e momest
like thi= 2™

Tk we are secure of most of the bigh
aubility, though their zreat risks reader them
all a litle wary in the autsel. 1t is wmoog
the profussional wen, 1he gallant saldiers aod
the bold, ardest seamivn of the feet, that we
must book  far the dirst demonstrations of
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loyaity and wrue patriotism. To be honest
with you, «r, [ tire of being ruled by u Ger-
man.”

“ Do you know of any intention to relly
force im this part of England, Sir Regioald?
If s0, say bat the word: point out the spol
where the standerd i lo be muised, and T
will rally under ity the instant circumstances
will peremic "

“ This it just what I expected, Admiral
Bluewater,™ anawered the baronet, more gres
vified than he ‘thought it prudent to express;
‘“thoogh it in not exactly the form in which
you can best serve un at this precise moment
Cut off from the morth, en we are in this
part of the island, by all the resources of the

stual goveroment, il would be the height of
imprudence in ua lo show our hands, unnl
all the cards are ready to be played. Aciive
wnd confidential agents ere at work in the
wrmiy 3 Loodon has its proper shure of busi-
s men, while others are in the counties,
doing their best to put things in & shape for
the consummation we sa anxioudy look for.
| heve been with several of our friends in thiz
vicinity, to bring uteiters into a eonsbined
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state; and it was wy intention te visit this
Tery estate, 10 we what oy own mame might
do with the temaotry, bad Dot the late Sir
Wrcwrly mmmoned me 23 be did, to attend
bis deqth-twd. Have you any clue 1o the feel-
inga of this sew and young head of my family,
the wea lutenant, and present barooet 27

= Nt z very plain one, sir, though 1 deubt
if ther be farourable Lo the bouse of Stuart”

| feared 25 much; this very eveniog I have
twl an anonrmous eommunication that T thiok
musl come from his competilor, pretty plainly
intimating that, by aseriing bis rights, ws they
are called, the whole Wrchecombe tenaniry
and iotetest vould be united, in the present
strugyle, oo whicherer side [ might desire to
see them. ™

= This is x boid and decided atroke, truly!
May 1 inguire as to your answer, Sir Ke
ginald ="

“ [ shall give pooe.  Under all circumstances
b will cver refuse to place o baslard in the
seut of & legitimate descendant of my family.
We contend for legal and natural rights, my
dear admiral, 2nd the menss employed should
oot be unwarthy of the end.  Besides, T know
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the scoundrel to be vaworthy of trusy, and
shall not have the weakness to put myself in
his power. I could wish the other boy to be
of ancther mind; but, by getting him off to
sem, whither he tells me he i3 bound, we shall
at Jeast send him out of harm’y way.”

In all this Sir Reginald was perfecily sin
cere; for, while he did not wlways hesitate
wbout the employment of means, in matters of
politics, he was rigidly honest in everything
that relaled 1o private properiy ; a speties of
‘moral Jiction Lhat is i found
among men who aim at the wansgement of
human effairs; since those often yield to a
besetting weakness whe are neacly irreproach-
able in other matiers. Bluewster was glad to
hear this deelaration; hia own simplicity of
character inducing him to fancy it was an
indieation to the general probity of his com-
panion.

" Yes,” obecrved the lateer, ** in all casen,
w+ musl maintain the laws of the Iand, in an
fuir of private right. 'This young man s
nit capuble, perhaps, of forming a just ewti-
wate of his political duties, in a crisis like
thiv, and it mey be well, Ltuly, to gel him

L3
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ings had alresdy taken the alarm, and o coce
determining Lo be more wary

“What am I Lo understand by this, Sir
Reginald Wych be?™ @ ded the rear-
admiral. * In what mapoer can I possibly be
connected with the naval resources of the
“house of Hubover, when it iz my intention 1o
throw off 1ts service.  King George's feets will
hardly aid the Btuarte; snd they will, at least,
obey the ordezs of their own officers.”

* Not the lerst doubt in the world of this,
Admiral Bluewater! What n glarious privi-
lege it was for Menk to have it in his power Lo
put his liege sovereign in his rightful seat, aod
thus to save the empire, by » coup de marn,
Trom the pains and grievances of o civil contest !
OF all the glorious tinmes in English history 1
esteem that of George Mapk as the vne mei
w be envied. It is & grest thing to be a
prince—aone born to be set apart as God's substi-
tute oo earth, in all that relates to humea
justice and humen power, and yet it {v greater
in my eyes, ta Be the subject to restore the arder
of these wlmost divine auccessions, when ooce
derapged by lawless und presuming men.”
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** This is true epough, wir; though 1 wauld
rather have joined Charles on the beach at
Daver, armed only with an untainted sword,
than followed by an army at my heels”

“ What, when that army followed cheerfully,
and wan equally esger with yourself 1o wrve
their sovereign? ™

* That, iodeed, might somewhal qualily Lhe
feebing. But wldiers and sailors wre uslly
infl d by the opinioos of those who have
been placed in command over them by the
higher authorities”

“ Wo doubt they are; and that is as it
should be. We are encoutaged to believe
that some ten or Slteen raptains are already
well dispesed towazds ug, wnd will cheerfully
take their respective ships to the pointa our
wants require the moment they feel asured of
being properly led when collesied. By a litile
timely concert, we can command the Naorth Sea,
and keep open important communications with
the continent. It is known, the ministry intend
t@ employ a3 many German troope 4s Lhey can
anewble, and & naval foree will be alt import-
i in keeping these mustachioed foreigmers
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at u distance. The quarrel s purely Englh,
sir, and ought to be decided by Foglishoa
only.”

“Tn that, indeed, I fully concur, Sir Rege
nald,” snewered Bluewater, breatbing mor
frecly. 4 I would cruise & whole winter in the
North Sea to keep the Dutchmen at home, and
let Englishmen decide who was to be England’s
king. Tao we, foreign interference in such &
malter is the mext evil to positive disloyalty
to my cghtful prince”

“These are exsctly my sentiments, dear sir
and I hope Lo see you act on them. By the
way, bow happens it you are left alooe, sod
in what menoer do you admirals divide your
authority when sceviog in company 77 .

"I do not knew I comprehend your ques
tion, Sir Heginald. I mm lefi here to wail e
last wilh the Carant; Sir Gervaise leading cut
in the Plantagenet with & vicw to draw a lise
acrosa the ch 1 that shall effe iy pre-
vent De Vervillin from getting to the wes.
ward.™”

“To the westward |™ repeated the other,
aniling ironically, though the darkness pre
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vented the admiral from seeing the cxpression
of his featuret. * Does Admiral Oukes, then,
think thae the French ships are steeting in that
dicection 7"

“ Buch is our information ; have you any
Teason to suppose thet the eoemy intend dil-
feremtly 2™

The bargnet paused, and he appearsd la
ruminate. Esough hed already passed to se-
tiefy bitn he had ot an ordinary mind in that
of his vompacion to deal with, and he was
dightly at a loss how to scawer. To bring
the other within his lures he was fully re-
wlved; and the spirits that aid the designing
juat st that moment suggested the plen which,
of all others, was most likely to be auccessful.
Hluewater had belrayed his aversion 1o the
interference of foreign troopa in the quarrel,
avd on this subject he intended to strike a
chard which, he rightly fencied, would thrill
on the rear-admirel’s feelings

"“We have our information, certaioly,” an-
swered Bir Reginald, like one who was reluctant
ta tell 21l he koew; *“though good faith re-
quireq it should not actuelly be exposcd. Never-
theless, gny one can reason on the probabilities.
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The Duke of Cumberlend »ill collect hix Ger-
man auxiliaries, and they must get inta England
the best way that they can. Would an intelli-
gent enemy, with a well.appointed feet, suffer
this Junction, if he could prevent it 7 We know
he would not ; and when we remember the pre-
cise time of the sailiog of the Comte, his pro-
bable ignorance of the presence of this squadron
of yours in the chapnel, and all the other cir-
cumstences of the case, wha can suppose other-
wise Lhan to believe his aim is to fntereept the
German regiments.”

** This does seem plaunible; and yet the Ac
tive's signals tald wa that the French were
stecting west ; and that, loo, with o light west-
erly wind."

“ Do not Scets like armics, frequently wake
falne demonstrations?  Might nol Monsieur de
Verrillin, sa long as his vessels were in sight
from the shore, have teroed toward the west,
with an intention, ea soon as covered by thr
darkness, Lo incline to the east again, and sail
up charnel, under English ensigns, perhaps?
[s it net possible for him to pass the Straits of
Diover, even as an English squadron—your own,
for ingtance—and thus deceive the Hanoverian
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cruisers until ready Lo seize or destroy any trans-
ports that may be sent 7"

* Hardly, Sir Reginald,” maid Bluewater,
smiling. *¢ A Freoch ship can no more be mis-
taken for an English ship than a Frenchman
can pass for u Briton. We sailors are not es
casily decciced as that would show, It is true,
hawever, that a fleet might well stand in onc
direction, until far esough off the land, or
covered by night, when it mlght change its

tourse ruddenly, in an

PP fon; and
it i1 possible the Comte dc Vervillin has adopted

some such stratageon.  ID he actually koew of
the intention 1o throw German troops into the
inland, it is even quite prodable. In that ewse,
for une, 1 could actually wish him sueeess !

“*Well, my dear sir, and what is to prevent
it?™ asked Sir Reginald, with & triumph that
was not feigned. ™ Nothing, you will sy, un-
less he fall in with Sir Gervaise Oakes. But
you have mel answered my inquicy, ss to the
wanner in which Sag-officers divide their com-
mands at seni”

* Ay soldiers divide their commands ashore.
The superior orders, and the inferior abeyn.”

“ Ay, this is truc; but it does not meet my
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question. Here are eleven large ships, and two
admirals ; now what portion of these ships ere
under your patticular erders, and whal portioa
urder thoes of Sir Gervaise Oakea 2™

* The vice-admiral has assigned to himself &
division of six of the ships, and left me the siber
five. Each el us has his frigates and smaller
veasels.  But an oeder that the commander-io-
chisf may choose to give any caplain must be
obeged by him, as the iofedor submite, aa a tule,
to the last order.™

“ And you,” resumed Sir Reginald, with
quickness; “how are you situated an respeets
thene caplaing

“ 8hould I give a direct order to any eaplain
in the flect, il would certainly be his duty 1
abey it; though circumstances might oecur
which would render it obligatory gn him te let
me know that he had different inelructions from
aurcommen superior. But why these questions,
Sir Reginald 7"

“ Y our patience, vy dear admiral;—and what
ships have you specifically under your care!™

“ The Ceesar, my own ; 1lie Dulilin, the El-
zabeth, the York, and the Daver. To these
must be edded, the Druid frigate, the sloop of
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war, and the Grat.  Bly division numbere right
in all.™ .

“ What = magnificent fares to poseess wl &
moment as eritical ws this | But where are all
these vessels? I see but four and a cutter, and
only two of these seem to be large”

“The light you perceive there, along the
land to the westward, is on board the Eliza.
beth; and that broad off here, in the channel,
i+ on bosrd the York. The Dover's lantern
has disappeared further to the swuthward. Ah!
there the Dublin casts, and is off after the
athera ! ™

*“ And you intend te follow, Admiral Blue-
water § "

%W ithin an hour, or 1 shall lose the divivon.
As itis, [ have been deliberating on the pro-
pricty of callivg back the sternmost ships, and
collecting them in close squadron ; for this in-
creuse and hauling of the wind render it pro-
bable they will lose the vice-ndmiral, mad that
daglight will find the line seattered and in con-
fusien, One miod must eontrol the movements
of shipa, as well as of batalions, Sic Reginald,

i they are to net in congert,”

“With what view would you callect the
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vessels you have mentioned, and in the manoer
you have named, if you do not deem my in-
quiry indiscreet 7 demanded the baronen,
with quickaess.

" Siwply that they might be kept together,
and brought in suljection 1o my pwa particular
signale. This is the duty that more especially
falls to my share, a3 head of the division”

* Have you the means to effeut this, here, on
this hill, and by yourself, sir 2™

“ [t would be a great oversight to eglect so
impoctant & provision. My signal-officer is
lying under yonder cover, wrapped in his
cloak, and t¥o querter-masters are in readizess
to make the very signal in question; for i
necessity haa been foreseon, and really would
teew to be approaching. If dome a1l all it
must be dune quickly, too. The light of the
York grews dim in the distance. 1t shodi be
done, #ir; prudence requires it, and yun shall
see the manner in which we hold our distant

ships in command.""

Bluewater could not have announced more
agreeable intelligence 1o his companion. Sir
Heginald was afraid to propose the open 1res-
son he weditated ; but he faneicd, if the rear-
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admiral could fairly withdraw his own division
from the fleet, it would at once weaken the
vice-admiral so much 25 o render an engage-
ment with the Freneh impossible, and might
lead to such o separation of the commands as
ta render the final defection of the division in-
shore eagier of accomplishment. It iv true,
Bluewater himself was actuated by malives
directly contrary to these wishea; but we the
parties travelled the same road to a certain
point, the intriguing baronet had his expecta-
tiona of being able to persuade his nem friend
ta continue on in his own route.

Promplitude is o military virtue, and smeog
weamen it is & maxim to do everything that i
required to be done with activily and vigour.
These lawy were not neglected on the present
oceasion.  No sooner had the rear-admiral de-
termined on his course than he summoned his
agents to put it in execution. Lord Geoffray
had returned to the heights, and was within
call, and he earried the orders to the lieutenant
and the quarter-masters. The lanterns only
tequired lighting, and then they were run aloft
on hutton's staff, as regularly as the same duty
could huve been performed on the poop of the
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Casar.  Three rockets were thrown vp Tmme-
diately after, wnd the gun kept on the chiffs for
that purpere was fired, to draw altention 1o dwe
signal. Tt might have been s mioute cre the
heavy ordnance of the Casar repell.ed the sum-
maons, aoid the some aigna! was showo at ber
miast-hend.  The Dublic was s1ill so pear tha
no time was lost, but, according to orders, s
too repented the signals for in the line thal
mght it was understood that an order of this
nuitre was Lo be sent from ship to ship.

* Waw for the Elizabeth 1™ eried Bluewater:
she cannol fuil (o have heard our guns, and 1w
see our signnla.”

*“The York is ahead of her, #ir]™ exclaimed
the Loy ; “ece ; she hanthe sigoal up alremdy 17

All this possed in & very few mioutes, the
last ships having sailed in the expectation of
rreciving sone such reeall. The York pree
ceded the ship next to her in the line, in comse-
quence of having gone about, and being actu-
ally nearer Lo the rearsadmiral than her secopd
astern. [t was but a minute before the gun
and the lantcros of the Elzabeth, howerver
annaunced her knowledge of the order also.

The (we ships last psmed were no longer
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visible from the cliffs, though their positions
were koown by their Tighte; but ne sign what-
ever indicaled the part of the ocean on which
the Diover was siruggliog zlong through the
billows. After a pause of several minutes,
Bluewater spoke.

* I fear we shall collect no more,” he said ;
“one of my ships must take ber chance to find
the commander-in-chief, alone. Ha ! that means
symething !

At this instant & fuint, distant flash was seen
for » single moment in the gloom, wed then all
heads were bent forward to listen, in breathles:
auention. A lle time had elapscd, when the
dull, smothered report of & gun proclaimed thar
even the Dover had caught the rapidly trans-
mitted arder.

“AWhat mesnn that, sir? " engerly demand-
ed Sir Reginald, who had attended Lo every-
thing with inlense pxpeciation.

“ Tt means, sir, that all of the division are
still under my command. Ne ether ship
would note the order.  {hedir directions, unless
specifically peinied qut by their numbers, must
come from the vicendmiral. 18 my barge
whore, Lord (ieoffrey Cleveland #7
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“T¢ s, sir, as well as the cutter for Mr.
Cornet 2nd the quarter-masters.”

41t is well  Gentlemen, we wili go on
bonrd 3 the Ciaar must weigh and join the
other veasels in the offing. I will follow you
to the landing, but you will shove off at once,
wod desire Captain Stowel to weigh and cast
t-port.  We will 6] on the etarboard tack,
and haul directly off the land.”

The whole party immediotely left the sta-
tion, hurrying down te the boats, leaving
Bluewnter and Sir Reginald 1o follow more
leisurely. It was a critieal moment for the
barenet, who had so nearly effected his por-
pose, that his disappointment would have becn
double did he fail of hie object attogether. He
determiued, therefore, not to quit the admird
while there was the slightest hape of success,
The two conscquently descended together to
the shore, walking, for the first minute or twn,
in profound silence.

A grest game i in your hands, Admiral
Bluewater,” resumed Lhe baropet ; ™ righuy
played, it may secure the tiumph of the good
cause. 1 think 1 may say T kmow Dhe Vervih
lin's obiject; and that his success will reseat the
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Stuarte on the throoes of their ancestars ! (e
who loves them should pander well before he
does aught to mar s glorious a resull.”
Thin speech war o8 bold as it was artful.
In point of fact, Sir Regineld Wychecombe
knew no mere of the Compte de Vervillin's in.
tended movements Lhan his companion ; but
he did not hesitate to amert what he now did,
in order to obtain & great political advanlage,
in a moment of 30 much importance.  To com-
mit Bluewaler and his captains openly on the
side of the Stuarts would be a grest achieves
ment in itself ; 1o frustrate the plans of Sir
Gervaise might safcly be accounted ancther;
and then, there weee all the chances that the
Freochman was not at wes for nothing, and
that his operations might indred succour the
marements of Lthe ptines.  The batonety, up-
Aight as he war in other matters, had no scru-
Plet of conscience on this occasion; having
Yoog wince brought himself over ta the beliel
that jt wan justifiable to attaio ends ae great ws
these he hud in view by the sscrifice of any
4l the minor moral conviderntipas.
The effect on Bluewater was not trifling.

The devil had placed the bail before his eyes in
™oL 1L Ll
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@ most terpting form g for he felt that he had
anly to hold his division in reserve to render so
g morally improbable.  Abandon his
friend to @ superior force he could and would
noL; but, it is our painful duty te avew thet
his mind had glimpses of the possibilivy of do-
ing the adventurer in Scotland & prear geod
without deing the vice-sdmiral and the van of
the fleet any very essential harm. Let os be
d i, h . The dmiral di
not even contemplale treason, oF serius defee-
tion of any sort; but, through ome of thise
avenues of frajliy by which men ere envirosed,
Tie had & glenee &t reauits that the mester
spirit of evil momentarily placed before his
mental vision se both grear and glorious.

% § wish we were really certain of Tle Ver
+illin's objeet,” he said ; the enly concetsion
he made to this novel feeling, in words. “1t
might, indeed, throw a great lighl on the course
we ought o take oureelvea. T do detest this
Genoan allisnce, sud would abandon the sec-

vice ere I would convoy or transport a ragi-
tuuflin of them all to England.”

Here Sir Reginald proved how truly expert
he was in the arts of management. A train of
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iught and fedling had bern Lighted in the
mipd of his companion, whick be feli mighe
lead 1o al] be wished, while he was apprebea.
e that furtber persuamion would awsken op-
pasition, and remew old seatiments.  He wisely
determined, therefore, to leare Lhings ws they
woe, Lrusting to the strong and declared bins
of the adzmival in favour of the revolution, te
work out ils own consequences, with a wisible
ad all-important advantage so prominendy
plced before bis epes.

“I koow nothing of ships,™ he wnawersd,
oodeitly ; “ but § do kmow thui the Compte
has gur succour in view. It would il become
me to advise ope of yout experience how to
kad & foree like this, which is subjeel 10 your
orders; bui, & friend of the good cause, wha
s pow in the west, and who was lstely in the
presence ilsclf, tells me that the prince mani-
fsted extreme satisfaction when he learned
bow much it wight be in your power to serve
bim.*

“Dao you then think my name has reached
the ropal ear, and thut the prince hus any
tnowledge of my real feelings ™

% Wothing but your extreme modesty could

L3
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cause you to doubt the Grst, sir; as lo the lut,
a3k yourself how came 11lo approach you -
night, with my heart in my hand, as it might
be, making you master of my life as well asal
my seceel,  Love and hatred wee emotioos that
soon betray themselves.”

It is matter of historical truth thet men of
the highest principles and strongest minds bave
yielded to the Battery of rask. Bluewater
political feelings had rendered bim iodifereal
tp the blandishments of the court st Londen,
while his imaginaion, thet chisalrous defe-
rence ko anbiquity acd pocticed right, wbich
lay 2t the roat ol' hie leblusm, and s
brooding sy di d him bul we
well 1o became the dupe of language Like this
Had he been more a man of facts, one Less undesr
the nfl of his own imagination; had it
Leen his good fortune to five ¢ven n cools
with those he now so devoully worshipped, in
a political sense at least, their inBuence ove
2 mind a2 just and clearaighted ma hie own
would soon have coased ;. but, pasing his time
ut sen, they had the most powerful ausilary
possble, jn the high faculty he possessed of
fancying things as he wished them to be. No
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wonider, then, that he heard this false wssertion
of Zir Reginuld with a glow of pleasure, with
eren & thrill at the heart to which he bad Tong
been a strapger.  For o time his better feel-
ings were smathered in thiv new and treacherous
*naation.

The gentleeen by this time were at the
landing, and it became necesmry to separatr.
The barge of the rear-admical wan with diffi-
culty kept from leaping on the rock, by means
of oars and bost-hooks, and each inatant ren-

dered the embarkation more and more difficult.
The were

preci on mere

than one, snd the Jeave-taking was shorl.  Sir
BReginald said but litile, though he intended
the pressure of the hand he gave his companion
to express everything.

“God be with you,” he added; “and a-
Fou prove lrue, may you prove successful!
Remember, ¢ n lawlul prince, and the cleims of
birth-right.” Gud be with you 1"

“ Adieu, Sir Heginnld ; when we next meet,
the furure will probably be more apparent to
us all. But who comes hither, rurhiog like
+ madmun Lowarda the boat 77

A form came leaping through the darkness;
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ner was it known, until if slood withio tvs
feet of Bluewater, it was that of Wychedr.
He had heard the guos and seen the dgnal
Guetsing at the rensons, he dushed from 1be
pack, which he was pacing to eool his sgitatioes,
and which now owned him for & master, 34
tan the whole distance to the shore, in ordet
not to be lefl.  Fin arrival wes moat opportoos:
for in another minute the barge left the rock,
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CHAPTER 1X.

OFer Lhe glad waters of the dark-blue xa,
Orar thooghts u boandies, wnd our 3ol w fiee,
Far »a the brreas cas bear, the billows Fram,
Sarvey aur smpire 30d bebold our home !

The Corsair.

Owe in never fully awarr of the excent of the
mavemnent that agitales the bosom of the ocean
until fairly subject to ite action himeelf, when
indewdd we all fee] its power; and resson closcly
on its dangers.  ‘The Geat pitch of his boat
told Bluewater that the night threatened tw
e serious.  As the Justy oatsmen bent to their
stroke, the barge rose on s swell, dividing the
fourn that glanced past it like & marine Aurora
Borealis, and then plunged into the trough as if
deseending to the bottom. [ required several
united wnd vigoreos cfforts to foree the linle
eralt from ite dangerous vicinity to the recks,
sod to get it in perfect command.  Thia anex



248 THE TWO ADMIRALS.

done, however, the wellopractised crew uiged
the barge slowly but steadily a-head.

“A-dirty night! a dirty night I™ muttersd
Bluewater, unconseiously to himself; © we
should have had a wild berth had we rede
aut this blow at anchor. Oakes will have
a heavy time of it out yonder in the vers
chops of the channel, with a wesierly swell
heaving in against this ebb.”

“ Yes, 6, anewered Wycherly; ' the vice
admiral will be Tooking aut for us all, anxioue
Iy enough, in the morniog.”

Not another myllable did Bluewater urter
until his boat had touched the side of the
Cwsar. He veflected deeply on his sitoation,
and those who kinow his feelings will ensily

1 ! thal his reflect were fol o=
gether free from pain. Such as they were,
he kept them to himself, however; and io &
man-of-war's boat, when » flag-officer chooss
to be silent, it iz a malter of courge for his

inferiors to imitate his example.

The harge was sbout a quarter of a mile
from the landing when the heavy flap of
the Casar's main-top-sail wes hrard, us, clost-
reefed, it strupgled for freedom, while ber
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crew deew its sheets dowa to Lhe blocks on
the lower yurd-arms. A minute later the Gnat,
under ihe head of her fore-and-sfi-mainsil,
was scen atanding slowly off from the land,
looking in the darkness like some half-equip-
yed shadow of hersedl.  The doop of war,
ton, was seen bending low to the force of the
wind, with her mere wpology of a topsail
thrawn aback, in waiting for the Bag-ahip to
cast.

The surface of the waters was & sheet of
glancing foam, while the air was filled with
the blended sounds of the wash of the element
and the roar of the winds, Sull there was
nothiog chilling or repulsive in the tempera-
tare of the air, which wae charged with the
frestiness of the sa, end was bracing and
animating, bringing with it the Havour that
s seampn lover.  After fully fifteen minutes
svere tuggiog al Lhe oare, the barge drew
near enough to permit the black mass of the
Cesar to be wen. Far some time Lord
Geoffrey, who had seated himsclf st the tiller,
—yake-lines were not used o century since,s—~
steered by the top-light of the rear-adminals
but now the mate of hamper was ween waring

M5
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slowly to and fro in the Jurid heavens, and '
the huge hull beeame vimhle, heaving and
setting, as if the ocean groaned with the
Iabeur of lifting such a pile of wood and irn.
A light glewmed from the cabin-windows, and
ever and anon one glanced athwart an opes
gun-room port.  In all gther respects Ihe
ship presented but one hue of blackness. Xor
was it an emny undertaking, even aftrr the
barge was under the lee of the ship, for those
in it to quit its unensy support apd get a
firm footing on the cleets, that lined the e
sel's side like a ladder. This was done, how-
exery, and all ascended 10 the deck but 1ve
of the crew, who remsined to hock.on the
yard and stay-tackles, This effected, the shrll
whislle gave the word, and that large boat,
built ta carry at need some twenty souls, wes
raised from the raging water, as it were by
sowme gigantic effort of the ship hersell, and
safely depoaited in her bosom.

“We are none too soom, &r,” said Stowel,
the mouzent he had received the rear-admint
with the customary eliquette of Lhe hour
“1t's a capful of wind qlready, and it pr-
mises to blow harder before worsing. We
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are catted and fshed, sir, sod the forecasile-
men wre panuing the shank-painter at this
moment.”

“¥ill, air, and stretch off on an casy bowline™
Wik the anawer ; * when & league in the offing,
et e know it.  Me Cornet, [ have need of
rou in my cabin™

As this wan said, Bluewater went below,
followed by bis signal-officer. At the same
istanl the fiest-lizutenant called out to man
the muio-braces, and to £l the topsail. As
ot as thia command was obeyed the Casar
started ahesd. Her movement was slow, but
it bad @ mejesty in it, that set at naught the
tarhylence of the elements.

Bluewater had paced te and fro in his cabin
™ leas than #ix times, with his head drooping
inm thoughtful attitude, ere hiv attention was
cilled to any external object.

“Di you wish my presence, Admiral Blue.
water 7" the signal-officer at length inquired.

“1 aek your pardon, Mr. Cornet; I was
rally unconacious that you were in the cabin.
Let me see,—ay,—out last signal wes, © divi-
sian come within hail of rear-admiral’ They
must pet close to s to be able tq do thar,
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to-night, Cornet ! The winde and weves have
Legun their song in earnest.”

“And yet, sir, 1]l venture n menth’s pay
that Captain Drinkwater brings the Dover su
near ua as 1o pot the officrr of the deck and
the quarter-master at the wheel in a fever
We once made that signal, in a gale of wind,
and he passed his jib-Doom-cnd over our waff.
eail, ™
+ “MHe is certainly a most literal gentleman,
that Captain Drinkwater, but he knows how
ta take care of his ship. Leook for the number
of *follow the rear-admiral's motions "Tis
211, [ think."”

"N, girs but 212, DBlue, red snd whilg
with the Aags.  With the lanterns, "tis voe of
the simplest signals we have”

“We will make it at once. When that i
done, show ‘the rear-adwiral; keep in his
wike, in the general order of sailing’ That
I am sure is 2047

“Yes, T you are quile right.  Shall 1
how Lhe sccond signal es scon aa all the vessls
have answered the Brst, gic 27"

“ That is my inteation, Cornet.  When al
have answered, let me know it
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Mr. Coroel now lelt the cabio, snd Blue-
water took w seatin an srti-chair, io deep
meditation. For quite half an hour the former
was bosy on the poop, with bis twa gquorter-
masters, goiog through the slow and far from
eany duty of making night-signals, as they
were then practised wt sez [t wis somc lime
befare the most distant vessel, the Dover, pave
any evidence of comprebending the firet arder,
aod then the same tardy opecation had 1o be
gone through with for the second. At length
the senlioel threw open the eabin-door, and
Cormnet rewpprared.  During the whole of hiy
ahsence on deck Bluewater had nat wiirred;
warce secmed to breathe,  Hiv thoughts were
away from hisahips, ard for the fimt Lime in the
tn years he had wom & fug he lud forgolien
the order he hed given,

“The signels are made and anewered, sir,”
tid Cornet, an soon a3 he had advanced to the
edge of the table, on which the rear.admirals
elbow was leaning.  * The Doblin ie already
in our wake, and the Elizabeth is bearing
down fust oo our westherquarter; she will
bring hersell into her station in ten mibutes.”

% %hat news of the York and Dever, Cor.
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net?™ asked Blucwater, rousiog himself from
a fit of deep abstraction, -

“The Yorks light nears us, quite evidentiy:
thaugh that of the Dover ia still & fined sier,
un," ? the i huckling a tirke
at his own humour ; * i1 seema no larger then
it did when we fiest made it

"It is sotoething to have made itweall i
was not aware it could be seen from deck 77

» Nor can ity bir; but, by going up halfs
dozen ratling we ger a look at jn  Caprais
Drinkwater bowses up his lighta to the gaf-
end, and I can see him always ten winoe
saoner than any uiher ship {n the feol, ander

the same circumetances,”™

“ Drinkwater 18 a careful officer; do the
bearings of his light alter enough to tell the
course he i3 deerng P

«1 think they do, sir, though our standiog
out athwart his line of sailing would mahe the
chnnge slow, of course, Ewery foot we grt
e the southward, you know, sir, wootd throe
his bearings farther west 1 while every fwt be
comes st woukd coumteract that change and
tirow his bearinga farther south.™

“That 's very clenr; but, ax he musd

1
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three fathems te our ome, runming off with
square yards befove such » breeze, I think we
should be conrtently altering his bearings to
the southward.”

“* Nao doubt of it in the world, sir; and that
iz Just what we are doing. I thiok [ can see
a difference of half a point already; but wheo
we get bis light fairly io view from the poop
=c shall be able to tell with perfect accutacy ™

“ ANl very welly Cornett Do me the lavour
to devire Captain Stowel to step into tha cabin ;

2nd keep n bright lock-out for the shipa of the
divisien. Stay, for a single instani; what par-
ticutarly sharp-ryed youngster happens te be.
long to the watch on deck P™

*1 know none keemer in that way than
Eord (eoffrey Cleveland, air; he can see all
the roguery that is gotng oo in the whole
fleet, mt moy rate, and ought to eee other
things.”

o e will do perfectly well; send the young
geotleman ta me, eir; but Gret infortn the
officer of the watch thot I have need of him."

B! was Iy fastidi

in exer-
citing his authorily over those who had tem.
porary superiors on the wssigned duty of the



256 THE TWG ADMIRALS.

ship; und he never sent an order lo any of
the waich, withoul causing il to paes 1hrough
the officer of that watch. He waited but a
minute before the boy appaared.

" Have you a good gripe to-night, boy ¥
anked the rear-adrairal, smiling; *“or will it
be both bands for yourself and none for the
king? 1 waml you on the fore-top-gallunt-
yard for eight or ten minutes.”

“ Well ir, it's & plain road there, and ovne
I've often travelled,” returoed the lad theer-
fully.

“That I well know; you ere certainly ve
thulk when duty is to be done. Go alofi then,
and sscertain if the lighta of any of Sir Ger
vaiwe’s squadron are to be seen.  You will
remember that the Ddover hears somewhere
about south-west from us, and that she in sill &
lang way to seaward. I should thivk all of
Sir Gervaise's ships must be gquite as far =
windward as that point would bring them, but
much further off. By looking sharp a poiot
or hell a point to windward of the Dover, you
may possibly see \bhe Iight of the Wanpie
and then we shall get & correct idea of the
bearings of all the rest of the division—"
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“Ay, ay, wir," jolerrypted the boy; =1
thisk T understand exactly what yoo wish 1o
know, Admiral Bluewster.”

“That is u oatural gift at éxtees, my lord,”
returned the admiral, smiling: “Dbut it may
be improved a little, perbaps, by the experi-
ence of fifty. Now, i1 s pomable Sir Gervaise
may have gone about, as wooma ms the Hood
made; in which case he ought to bar oearly
wat of us, and you will also lock in that
direetion.  On the other hand, Sir Gervaise
way have stretched so far over towards the
French cowst Lefore night shut ie as te ferl
atisfied Monsicur de Vervillio is siill 1o the
anlward of him ; in which case he would keep
off 2 little, wnd may, at this moment, be nearly
abead of us  So that, under all the circum-
sancrs, you will sweep the borizon from the
westher-beamn to the lee-bow, rangieg forward.
Am [ understood, now, my Jord 77

“Yes, air, I think you are,” answered Lhe
boy, blushing at his awn impetuosity. ** You
wll excuse my indiscretion, Amiral Bluewater
but T thowght 1 understood all you desired,
when L epoke so hastily.™

“ No doubt you did, Groffrey, but you per-
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ceive you did not. Nature has made you
quick of apprehension, but not quick enough
to foreiee all an old man’s gomip.  Come
nearer, now, and let us shake bands. So go
alofi, end hald an well, for it is a windy night,
and T do nat desire to loss you everboard.”

The boy did as told, squeezed Bluewater's
band, and dashed out of the cabin to concesl
his teers. An for the rear-admirel, he imme
distely relapeed inta his fit of forgetfulnes,
wailing for the arrival of Stowel,

A wumimons to » captein does not as imow.
distely produce w vinit, on board a vessel of
war, a5 & summons to a midshipmen.  Captaio
Browel was busy in looking t the manner iv
which his boats were stawed, when Cornat told
hizm af the rear-admiral's request; and then
he had to give some orders to the Srat liew-
tenant concerning Lhe (xh meat Lhat had been
got off, and ane or two olher similar Tinele
things, before he was al leisure to comply.

“See me do you say, Mr. Coroet; in bis
own cabin, as soon as it 19 comveniemt 2" he
at length remarked, when all these several
offices had been duly performed.

The signal-officer repested the request, wond
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for word as he had beard it, and then he
turned to take another look st the light of the
Daver. As for Stowel, he cared no more for
the Dlover, windy and dark an the night pro-
mised to be, than the borgher is apt to care
for his neighbour's house when the whole atreet
i theeatened with destruction. . To him the
Cesar was the greal centre of atiraction, and
Cornel paid him of in kind; for, of el the
vessels in the fleet, the Cmsar was precisely
the one to which he gave the least sttention;
wd this for the simple reason that she was
the ouly ship to which he never gave, or from
which he never received a sigmal.

“Well, Mr. Bury,” said Stowel to the first
Heulensnt, *ane of us will have to be an
deck most of the night, and I take & elant
below, far half an hour first, and see what the
wmiral wishes”

Thus eaying, the captain left the deck, in
order 1o in his superiar's pl Cnp-
tun Siows] was several yeam the senior of
Bluewater, hawing actually been a lieutenant
in one of the frigates in which the rear-admiral
bad served wa & midshiy 1 oac
W which he occasionally alluded in their pre-
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went ivtercourse.  The chaoge jo the relative
positivns was the resalt of the family influeace
of the junior, who had passed his sendor in the
grade of master and commander; a rank Lhat
then brought many an houest man up for life,
in the Eoglish marine. At the age of fire-sod-
forty, that at which Bluewater first hoisted his
flag, Stowel was posted; and scon after he
was invited by his old shipmste, who had cnce
bied bhim under him as hie Grsp-Heotenant in
a sloop of war, to take the commend of his
fiag-dhip. From that day down to Lhe present
moment the two-ufficers had eailed tugether,
whenever they sailed mt all, perfectly pood
friends; though the raptain pever mppeared
entirely Lo forget the time when they were io
the afercsaid frigate; oae & gun-room officer,
nud the other enly & ** youngater.'”

Stowel must pow have been about sixty-fise:
= square, hard-featured, red-faced sesman, who
koew all about his ship, from her truck to her
limber-rope, but who troubled himself very
tittle about anything else.  He had married 2
widow whea he was posted, but was childies,
atid had loug since permitted his affeetions w0
wander back into their own chonnels, from the
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domestic hearth to his ship. He seldom spoke
of tetimany, but the lillle he saw fit to say on
the tulject was comprehensive and to the point.
A perfectly sober man, he eonsumed large
quantities of buth wine and braody, as well as
of tobacee, and never seemed to he the worse
for either. Loysl he was by political (aith,
13d he looked upon a revolution, let ils objeet
be what it might, as he would have regarded a
wutiny in the Cwsar. e wan exceedingly
pertinacious af his rights as * captain of hia
own ship,” bath ashore end afloat; a disposi-
tion that produced less trouble with the mild
wd gentlemanly rezr-admizal, than with Mres.
Stowel,  1f we add, that this plain sailor never
inoked inte & book, his proper scientific works
excepted, we ahall have safd all of him that
his tonnection with our tale demands.

Y Goed evening, Admirel Bluewater,” said
this true tar, raluting the resr-admiral a2 one
neghbour would greet another on dropping in
of an evening, for they occupied Sifferent
cabing, ¢ Mr. Cornet told me you would like
to my 2 word to me, before I tumned in; if,
indeed, Lura in at &ll, T do this blessed night.”

“Take a senty, Stowel, and a glass of this
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sherry, in the bargain;" Bluswater soawered
kindly, showing hew well ha undersonad b
man, by the manner in which he shored butd
baule and glass within resch of bis hand
“ How goos the night? —and is thiy wind
Jikely to stand ™

“I'm of opinion, sir,— we'l drink his
miajesty, il you've no objection, Adminl Bive
water,— 1'm of opinion we shall streich the
threads of that new maio-lopsail before wa're
done with the breeze, sir. I beliere I've pot
told you, yet, that I've had the new sail beal,
since we last ppoke Logether oo Lhe wubject
It's u good fit, sir; and, close-reefed, the wil
stands like the side of & houwse™

"1'm glad to hear ft, Stowel; though !
think all your canvass usumdly appears to beio
its place”

“* Why you koow, Admirat Dluewsater, that
I*ve Leen long enough at it lo understnd
something about the matier. Tt is now war
than forty years since we were in the Calyma
together, and ever since that time 1've bome
the commission of an officer.  You were thea s
youngster, #ud thought more of your jok¢
than of Lending maile, or of seeing bow 100
woitld stand "




TUE TWG ADMIEALS 263

“ There wasn't much of me, certainly, forty
years ega, Stowel; but I owell remember the
krack you had of making every robis, sheei,
bowline, and thread do its duty then, an you do
lo-day. By the may, cuo you tell me anythiog
of the Drever, this evening #*

Mot [, sir; she came out with the rest of
us, I suppose, snd must be samewhere in the
Seet 3 though 1 dare say the log will have it ali,
if she has beeo anywhere near ws lately. ©am
sorry we did pol go into one of the watering.
ports, instead of thin open rosdstead, for we
must be ut lewst twenty-seven hundred galloon
short of what we ought to have, by my caleu-
Intion ; and then we want & new set of light

ipars, pretty much all round: asd the lower
bold hasnt wa many barrels of provision in it,
by thirty odd, a8 T could wish to see there”

“1 lewve these things o you, entirely,
Stawel ; you will report in Lime to keep the
hip efficient™

“ No faar of the Cerar, sir; for, between
Mr. Bury, the master, and myself, we know
presty much all about Aer ; though I dare say
there gre men in the feet who can tell you
more wbout the Dublis, or the Daver, or the
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York. We will drink the quern, and all ik
royal fumily, if you plense, sic

As wsual, Bluewster merely bowed, for his
companion required no furlher wequiescence o
his toaats.  Just ot that moment, oo, it weuk]
have needed & genrral order, at leacl, to induer
liim te drink any of the family of the reigmiag
Tiuene.

* Oukes mual be well off, mid-chanoed, by
this time, Cuptain Stowel ?7

# [ should chink he might be, sir; 1hough 1
can't eay I took particalar notice of the time he
eailed. T dare wsy it’a all in the log. The
Vlentagenet ia a fasl ship, sir, and Ciptain
Gireenly understands ber trim, and what she
can do on all tacks; and, yet, T do think his
miajeaty han one sbip in this Seet 1hat can God
a Frenchman quile s scon, and deal with
Lim, whea found, quite an much to the
purpose.”

* OF course you mean the Cewar; — well
}'m quite of your way of thioking, though Sir
(lervaise monages never 0 be in a slow ship
1 suppese you know, Stowel, that Monsieor &
Vervillin fe out, upd ¢hat we muy =xpect o sec
or henr something of him, to-morrow ™

ol
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* Yen, air, there {3 some such converation
in the shipy T koow: but the guadtity of gal.
ley-pews is w0 great in this squadron chat 1
never nttend much to what iy seid.  One of the
officers brought off a rumour, I believe, that
there was & sott of & row in Scotland. By the
way, sir, there is a supernumierary lieutenent
a8 baard, and as he has joined entirely without
orders, [ 'm at a joss how to berth or to pravi-
von bim. Ve can treat the gentleman hospi-
tably tp-night; but in the morning I shall be
obliged to get him regularly on paper.”

% You mean Sir Wycherly Wychecombe ;
he whall come into my mess, rather than give
you any trouble.”

“ [ shall not presume to meddle with any
gendleman you may please to invite into your
abin, ir,” answered Stowel, with u siff bow,
inthe way of spology. **That’s what I always
tell Mre Stowel, air;—thet my cabic s my
men, angd even w wife haa no right to shake a
broom in e

“ Which is & great advantage ta us seamen;
for it givea us o citadel to retreat to, when the
outwarks ave pressed,  You appear to take but
litle interent im thia civil war, Stawel

™oL, H
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“ Then it's true, i it, sir? 1 didot kuem
but it might turn out to be galley-newe Py
what ju the rumpua all shoot, Admirsl Blee
water ; for, I #ever could get that story Edded
prapetly, 8o an to st up the rigging, and bare
the apar well stayed in ita place.””

1t is merely o war to decide who shall be
king of England; nothing else, I do ssam,
¥Du, 2ir.”

“ They 're an woewsy set ashore, s, if thr
truth most be said of them. We we got oo
king, alrcady; and on what principle dots asr
iman wish for more. Now, there was Capaiv
Filzkely, from the Elizabeth, on board of me
thin afternoon ; and we talked the mabier o
a Titthe, 2nd both of ua concluded that they
got these things up much as & watter of prot
among the ariny contraclors, wod the dalm
in warlike storen”

Bluewater listened with intenss interest, for
here wae prool how completely twe of hin cop-
taing ot least, would he wt his own commesd.
wnd how littte they would be likely, for o tee,
at lemst, to dispute any of his orders, Ee
thought of Sir Reginsld, and of the mupiar
with which #¢ would have received this it

of nautical charmeter.
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* There are peaple who et their hearts on
the result, untrithatanding,™ rurelessly abuerv-
el the rear-sdmiral; * and same who see their
fartunes marred or promoted by the success ar
downfall of the partivs. They think De Ver-
villin is out on sume errand connected with
this riaing in the north,”

* AWell, 1 don't see what de haa got to do
with the matter at all; for, I don't suppose
that King Louis is such a fool w2 ta expect

ta Be king of Englund as well as king of
France !™

" The dignity would be teo much for one
pair of shoulders to bear,  Aw well might onc

deiiral wish ta % 1 ali the divisiona of
his awn flect, 1hough they were filly leaguies

atunder.”

“ Or one captain two ships; ar what is
mere to the purpose, air, ane ship to keep tec
captains, “* We'll driok to discipline, if you've
na ohjection, sir, “Tia the sun) of order and
quitt, sshore or afloat. Far my part, I want
a0 co-equal — | beliewe that v the cant word
they use oo auch ocsmions — but [ want 10
co-tqual, in the Ceesar, and I am unwilliog
I have one in the house i Greenwich; though

L3
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Brs. Hiowel thinks differeatly. Here's
ahip; zhe’s in her place in the lioe; it's oF
business to see she in fit for any service that
a firstclass two-decker can undertzke, and
that duty [ endeavour to perform: and [ make
#o doubt it ia al} the better pecformed becaos
there*s no wile or co-equal aboard bere. Where
the ship is to go, and what abe is to do, wre
other matters, which T Lake from general or-
ders, wpecial orders, or signale  Let them art
up te this principle in Londen, and we should
hear vo more of disturbances, porth or south.”

" Cettainly, Btowel, your doctrine woold
make a quiel nation, as well as n quiet ship. 1
bope you do me the justice to think thereis
ne co-cqual in my commands @™

“ That there s not, sir—and [ have the
honour to drink your health—that there is oot
When we ware in the Calypse togather I had
the advanlage: and | must aay ther [ never
hud & youngstet under me who ever did his
duty more cheerfully. Since that day we'se
shifted piaces s end for end, as one might sy:
wod [ eadenvour to pay you, iz your own coio.
There ix no o whose orders | obey more
millingly or more to my own advantage; sk
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waya excepting thote of Admieal Oakes, who,
being commander-in.chief, uvrerlays us all with
his nnchor, We must dowse our peaks to his
signals, though we can maintain, without mu=
tinying, that the Cesar is an good a Yoat, on
or off a wind, ws the Plantagenet, the best day
Sir Yarvey ever saw.”

** There is no manoer of dowht of that. You
have all the notions of & wrue sailor, T find,
Stowel: obey orders before all olher things.
T aw curioun to koow how our caplaine, gene-
cally, sond affected to this claim which the
Pretender has set up to the throne?™

“ Can't lell you, on my soul sir: thaugh
I fancy few of them give themselvse any grent
anzitly in the matter. When the wind ie fair
we cab rub off large, and when it in foul we
oust haul up & bowline, let who will reign.
T was a youngsier under Queen Anne, and she
was n Stunrt, I believe; and [ have werved
under thr German family evet sincr; and ta be
faok with you, Admirel Dluewater, I see but
littte difference in the duty, the pay, or the
mucas. My maxim in (o obey orders, and then
Ikoow the blame will fall en them that give
them,, i anything goes wrong.”
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* We have many Scotchmen iv the fleet,
Stowel,” observed the rear-admirel, ina mus
ing manuer, like one who rather thought aloud
then wpoke, ' Several of the captainy e
from narth of Tweed.”

“ Ay, sir, one is pretty certain of meetiog
gentlemen from chae part of the island in
alowost all eituations in life. 1 never have
understood that Scotland had much of
nuvy in ancient ticwew, and yet the moment
old England has to pay for it the lnirds
are willing enough to send their children W
sen.”

“ Mevertherless it must be owned that they
mahe gallant and useful officers, Stawel,”

@ No doubt they do, sir; but gallant and
useful men are not scarce anywhere.  You and
I are oo old and top experienced, Adminl
Bluewater, to put any feith in the notion 1hat
courage belangs to any perticular part of the
world, or uscfulness cither. 1 pever ought
& Frenchman yel that I thought & enward ;
and, in my judgment, there are brave wmen
enough in England to cotnmand all ber shipy
and to fight thera too”

' Lot this be so, Stowel, still we must 1ake
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thiogs ms they come. Whet do you think of
the night 7

“ Lhrty enough before morning, 1 should
think, sir, though it ie & Jittle out of rale that
it does not rain with this wind, already. The
next time we come-toy, Admirad Bluewater, 1
intead o anchor with & shorter scope of cable
than we have been doing tately : for, T begin
1o think there 8 no use in wetting e muny
yarns io the summer motithe. They Lell mo
the York brings up always on forty fathems.”

" That's o short renge, 1 should think, for
a hewry ship.  But here ie 2 visitor®

The sentinel opened the cabindoor, and
Lord Geoffrey, with his cap fastened to kin
head by o pocket-handkerchiel, and his face
trd with exposure te the wind, entered the
cabin,

“OWell,” suid Bluewater, quiey, * what is
the report from alofy i ™

" The Dower s running down athwarl our
farefoot, and nearing ua fast, sin,” returmed the
midahipmas.  ** The York i ¢lose o8 our
weather-beam, edging in to her station; but T
can make out pothing shead of us, lhwgh-l
was on the yand (wenty minutes”
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* Ird you lock well on the wenther-heom,
and thetcr Srwand 1o the leebaw 27

“f &id, sie; H any light is in view better
ey than wibe must Gnd it”

Stowel looked frum one to the other o ths
short conversation was beld ; bur, o woo =
there was » paus, he put in & word in beball
of the ship-

“ You're been up forwwrd, my Jord?” be
said.

“* Yer, I hare, Caprain Stowel.™

# And did you think of sering bow the beel
of the lop-gallunt-toeat siood it ic this sea?
Bury tells me ‘tis 100 loose to be fit for very
heavy eaather.”

“ L did not, sir. T was sent aloft to look out
for the shipy of the communder-in-chief’s di
visipn, and didn't think of the heel of the top-
gellant-mast's being 1oo loose, at all”

Ay, that s the way with all the youngsters
now-a-days. In my time, or even fn yowrn
Adwmiral Bluewaler, we never put our et o0
a ratlin but hande and eyes were at work ustd
we reached the haliing place, even though it
shauld be the truck. That is the manoer 2
kpow whal a ship is made of 1™
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“ 1 kept my hends and eyes at work, too,
Captain Scowel; bat it was to hold on well,
and to look out well”

“ That will never da — that will never do, if
you wish to make yoursel! & ssiler. Begin
with your own ship Grat learn all about hAer,
sod then, when you get to be a2 admiral, ss
your fathed's son, my lord, will be certain w
tecome, it will be time eoough 10 be inquiring
about the rest of the flect™

* Yaou forget, Captain Stowel—""

" That will do, Lord Geoffrey,” Biluewater
swothingly interposed, for he knew that the

aplain preached no more than he literally
practised; “if fam satisfied with your report,
o0 one¢ tlse hus m Fght to complain.  Desire Sic
Wycherly Wychecombe to meet me oo deck,
where we wil! pow go, Stowel, and take n look
ot the weather for ourselves™

“With el my heart, Admiral Bluswsier,
though 1"l just drink the Firt Locd's health
before we quit this exeellent liguor. That
youngeter has stuff in him, in wpite of his
wwbility ; and by fetching him up with roumd
turns sccasioonlly, I hope lo make & man of
hitm, yer™

L]
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“ i e do mot prow Tpm Tc chaao,
poidcaly sd wely, withn the moul b
gmars, 51, he o7 ke che dew peram of B
FaaiTw whe hoes ooy £and off 2

A Bocvaerr mid iy be zud e captsm
it fris cabin, apd awveded > dee goarte-
deck  Here Siowel sopped o Bold 3 oo
wintion with bis fre-Beqesast. while the
admiral went ap the pooplakier and jaised
Corter. Toe lat bad oobing sew to commy-
nicate, snd 2 he was permitted to go below,
he was desited to sond Wrcherly op to the
poop, where the young saan woakd he rxpected
by 1be reaz-simiral.

Some Litthe time elapesd before the Vieginian
could be found : Do sooner was this effecied,
hawever, than he Joived Bluewatwr. They had
a private cooversation of fully half as beur,
pesing the poop the whole time, ang theo {or
net waa summoned back again to his wsual
station, The latter immediately rremved s
order to scquaint Captain Stowel the rear-
admiral degired 1hat the Couvsar might be hove-
to, and to meke a sigend for the Druid, 35,
tw come wnder the Hag-ship’s lee and back her
main-top-asil.  No sooner did this order reach
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the quarter-deck than ibe watch was wmut o
the braces, and the main-yard was rounded in,
uotil the portion of sail that was still ser Lay
igainst the mast.  This deadened the way of
the buge body, which rose and fell heavily in
the mas as they washed under her, scarcely
large enough to LMt the burthen il imposed
vpon them, Just at this instant the migoal
wis made. The sudden check to Lhe move-
weat of the Canar brought the Dublin boom.
ing up in the darkness, when putting her helm
up, that ship surged elowly past to leeward,
resembling a black muuatsin moving by iv the
glovm.  She was huiled, and dirteted 1o heave.
to, also, as soon as far encugh ahead. The
Elizabwth followed, clearing the fSagaship by
wetely twenty futhoms, and receiving a similar
order.  The Dreid had been an the admiral's
wemther-quurter, but she now came gliding
domn, with the wind sbeam, taking room to
back her top-sail under the Camar's loe-bow.
By this time = cutter was in the water, rising
Wz or gight frer up the black side of the ship,
und sinking as low apparenily benesth her
bottom, and then Wycheriy reported himwelf
t ready to proceed.
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“ You will not forget, sir,” said Bluewster,
“any part of my comeission ; but inform the
wommander-in-cliel of the whole, )t omy e
impartsot that we vaderstand each ather fully.
You will also hend him this letter, which 1
have hastily written while the boat was getting
ready.t”

"1 think i vedemand your wishes, sir.—
at lemst, I Aope so; and I will endeavour w
execute them.'

"God blews you, Sir Wycherly Wyche-
combe,” adiled Bluewater, wilh emolion. “We
may never meel aguin; we wailors carmy un-
certain lives; nnd we mey be said 1o carty
them in our hands.”

Wryeherly wok his lesre of Lhe adniiral, acd
he ren down the poop-ladder, o descend inte
the ot Twice he paused on the quarter-
deck, however, in the munner of one whe felt
dispoeed 1o Tetern wod  ssk some explans
tion ; but each time he moved on, decided 10
proceed.

1t needed all the wgility of out young sailor
to get wafely into the boat. This done, the
oars fell, and 1he cutter was driven awiftly
wway o leeward. 1o u few mioutes it dot
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beneath the lee of the frigate, and discharged
its freight.  Wycherly could not have been
three minuter on the deck of the Druid ere her
yurda were braced up, and her top-sail filled with
o beavy flap.  This caused her to draw stowly
shead. Five minules later, however, & white
cloud was seen dienly Buttering over her hull,
wd the reefed mais-sail was distended to the
wind. The =ffect was w0 instantancous that
the frigate seemed to glide wway from Ihe
fag-ship, and in a quarter of an howr, under
her theee top-sails double.recfed, and her
caurees, she wan a mile distant on her wea-
ther-bow, Those who watched her movements
without understanding them, observed that she
lowered her light, and appeared 1o detach her.
self from the rest of the dirision.

It was some time before the Cmsar's boat
wa enabiled to pull up against the tide, wind,
aod sea. When this hard task wre success-
fully accomplished, the ship flled, passed the
Dublin and Elieabeth, end resumed her place
in the line.

Blugwater paced the poop an hour longer,
haring  dismissed his signat-officer wnd the
quaricr-manters o their hammoeks.  Fven
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Stowel had turmed in, nor did Mr. Bury deem
¥ oeceasary to remain op deck wuy longer
At the end of the hour the rear-admiral be-
thought him of retiring too. Before he quitted
the poop, however, he stuod at the weather-
lndder, holding an the mizacr-tigping, and
ARG AL the scxme.

The wind had iucreased, as hat the sea, bul
it wae not yet & gale. The York had long
before hmuled wp i her station, n ceble’s
length whead of the Casar, and was stasding
on, under the same canvass es the Sag-ship,
leoking stately and black. The Dover was
juat shooting inle her berth, under the stand-
ing wiling-orders, at the same distance ahend
of the York, visible, but much less distioct
and impoting.  The sloop and the cutter were
rupning along, under the lec of the hoavy
ships, = quarter of & mile distant, each vesel
keeping her relative position, by eluse attention
to her canvass.  Further than this, nothing
wan in sight. The zes had that wild mixters
of brightness and gloom which belongy to the
element when much agitated in s dark night,
while the heavens were murky and threatening

Within the ship all was will. Here and
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there o Tantern threw ite wavering light sround,
but the shadows of the masts and guns, and
other gbjects, rendered this refief to the night
trifling. The Heutenant of the watch paced the
weslher side of the quarter-deck, wlent buc
attentive.  Occasfonally he hailed the look-
outs, and admonished them to be vigitant, also,
and at each o he glanced upward, to see
bow the top-sail stood. Four or five old and
(boughtful seamen walked the waist end fore-
caktle, but wtost of the watch were stowed be-
tween the gues, or in Lhe best pleces they could
Bud, utider the re of the bulwarks, entching
cat's-oapa.  This was an indulgence desied the
young gentlenien, of whott one was ot the foce-
eastle, leaping againal the mast, dreaming of
home, one in the waist, supporting the nei-
lings, mod ooe walking the lee-side of the
quarter deck, hin eyes shut, his thoughts con-
Tusedt, und his Footing uncerinin, As Bluewater
wlepped on the quarter deck ladder, to descend
to bin own cebin, the youngster hit his foot
againet an ¢ye bolt, and felched away plump
up agminst hia superior. Bluewater caught
the lad in his srms, and saved him from o
fall, setting him fairly oo hia fret before he
lek bim go.
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“'Tis seven bells, Geolrey,” said the o
miral, in an under tone. * Hold oo for hu¥
an hour funger, avd then go dream of you
dear mother.™

Before the boy could recover himedl w
thunk liie superior, the latter had disappearsd
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CHAPTER X.

Yet ootwithasading, being iocensed, he ' Bict ;

A huesoroun an winker, kud a8 yodden

Aa Bawy toograte] in the speng of duy.

13in wmptr, therefore, @oan be watl cbagred,
SHaLIPELRE

TaE reader will remember that the wind had
ool become freah when Sir Gervaise Dakes got
into hin barge, with Lhe intention of earrying
bin fleet 1o sen. A retrospretive glance at the
wate of the weather will become necessary to
the reader, thercfore, o carrying hisn wind
back 10 that precive period, whither it has now
become cur duly to transport bim in imagioa-
tion. ~

The vice-sdmira! governed v flect vn prin-
ciples wery different from those of Bluewater,
While the last left so much to the commandera
of the different vessels, hin friend looked inwo
wierything himsclf, The dewnils of the serviee

y
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he knew were indispensable to mucress oo a
Jarger scale, and his wetive mind descended
intp all these minutiar 1o a degree, somctimes
thst zpnayed his caplaios. On the whale,
however, he wap sufficienily observant of thet
formidable barrier 10 jve familiarity, end
that great promater of heart-burnings in 2
squadron, naval etiquette, to prevent anything
like ssrioun piisunderatandings, wod the best
feelings prevailed between him and Lhe scvend
magunates under his arders. Perhaps the de
cumatance that he was a _fighting admiral cob
tributed to this ioteraal tranguillity ; for, it has
been oflen remarked, that armics and Beets will
both tolerate more in leaders Lhat give them
plenty to do with the enciny, than in comman-
ders whe leave them inaclive and less exposed.
The constant encounters with the fue would
seetn to let out all the superfuaus quarredme
tendencies,  Nelson, to a certain extent, Wi
an exampte of this influence in the English ms
rine, Suffren® in that of France, and Preble, to

* Saffren, though ope of the bent ses-capining Fraoce st
ponpested, was o man of exlreme sererity ard great raghe
it of rownoer. 501l he muse Lave been x man of Aol
ax hew tele of Haith de Syfiren, wan derired froge b Beitd
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o much greater degree than in either of the
other cases, in our own. At all events, while
moat of his captaioe senubly felt themeelves
Tess of commanders, while Sir Gereaise was on
board or around their ships, than whea he wes
in the cabin of the Plantagenet, the peace was
rarely brokeo between them, and he waa gene-
mally brloved as well as obeyed. Bluewater
war B wore ioveriable fevoudte, perhaps,
though wearcely a3 much respected 5 and cer-
tainly niot hall as much feared.

On the present otcasion the viee-admiml
did not pull through the Scet wilhout dis
corcring the peculiar prapensily to which we
have alluded. In passing ane of the ships he
niade = dign to his caxswain to cruse the boat™s
trew to luy on their oars, when he hailed the
vessel, snd the following dinlogue cecurred :—

v Boight of Malw It is & mogular cirumstanee cos-
ected with the death of this distinguished officer, whick
meutred ool loog before ihe French veralution, that be
dimppenred in an exireordinary maoner, aod in buried oo
e hoows where,  §t is suppossd tut he was hilled by
e of his owo offcer, b B reecolre in the sureets of
Puny, at oight, and tha ehe iofigends of the friends of the
welor wer pufficicotly gresl o awppress inquiry.  Thr
cupe of dbe quarre] in atirlbuted o bendh breatment ao
ke,
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** Carnatie, ahoy 1* ¢ried the adminl,

v Sir,” exclaimed the officer af the deck
Jumping on & guarter-deck gun, and risiog
his hat.

Iy Captain Parker oo board, air #®

“He is, Sir Gervaisc; will you eee him,
sird"

A nod ef the heed sufficed to brig the
said Captain Parker on deck, wod 1o the
gangway, where he could converse with his
supericr, without inconvenience to either.

" How do you do, Capiain Perker 27—
certain sign Sic Gerraise meant to rap the
other over the knuckles, else would it have
been Parker. “ How do you do, Caplain
Paker? I am sorry o eee you heve ot
your ship too much down by the hend, sin
She 'l steer off the wind, like a colt when he
fiest freels the bodie, now with his head an
ane side, und now on the other.  You hoos
I fike a campact line and siraight sakes, sir”

“1 am well aware of that, Sir Gervais,”
returned Parker, & grey-hesded, meek old man
who Liad fought his way up from the forrcastle
to his present honoursble station, and who
thaugh brave &z a lan before the enemy, bhad
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2 particutier dread of ull bis commanders, © but
we have been obliged to use more water aft
Wan we could wish, on account of the tiers.
We shall coil awey the cables anew, and come
at wme of the leaguers forward, and bring
ali right egain in a week, 1 hape, sir”

“A week ! the devil, sir; that will paver
do, when I expect to ste Do Vervillin ro-
warrow.  Fill all your empty easks aft with
wll-wgter immediately, and, if that wont do,
hift pome of your shot forward, I know that
et of yours well 3 ahe is as tender aa a fellow
with corns, and the shoe musn't pinch any-
where,”

“Very well, Sir Gervaise; the ship shall
be brooght i 1rimt as soon s posaible.*

“Ay, ay, sir, that is what I expect from
crery wessel, at alf timen, end more eapecially
wben we are ready to meet an enemy. And,
1wy, Parker,"—meking a sign to his bost’s
chew to stop rowing again.—''1 say, Parker,
lknow wou love brawn: 17Nl send you some
that Galleygn tetls me he has picked up along-
shore bere, an soon es } get aboard. The fellow
has been rebbing ali the hen-rocsts in Dieven.
shire, by his own account of the matter.”
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Sir Gervaise waved hia hand, Porker smiled
and bowed hin thanks, and the two parted with
feelings of perfect kindness, notwitheandiog
the litde skirmish with which the interview
had commenced.

“ Mr. Willinmson," said Captain Parker to
Tas Brat-l on quitting the gangwiy
* you hear what the commander-in.chicl syn
and he must Le obeyed. 1 dowft thiok the
Camatic would have sheered out of the L,
even if she is u linle by the head ; but haw
the empty caska Blled, amd bring her dows
si% inches more by the atern™

“That's a good fellow, that old Packen”
said Bir Gervaise to his purser, whom he wes
carrying off goud-naturedly to the ship, led
he might lose his passage, **and | wonder
how he Irt his ship grt her nose under water,
in that fashion. 1like to have him fur a seeed
astern, for 1 feel sure he'd follow i B sood
into Cherbourg, bows on.  Yes; a good fellow
3 Parker; and, Locker,”"—to his own men, =hs
was alao in the boat,—* mind you seod him tee
nf the best pieces of that brawn,  Hey ! ley!
hey ! —what tle devil bue Lord Morganie,”—2
drseenduny from royalty, by the left-hand,—
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““been doing new! That ship ia kepl like »
tailoc’s lay-figure, just 1o atulf jackets and gim-
cracks on her. Achilles, thers I
A quaerter-master tan o the edge of the
prop, and then tuming, he spoke to his cap-
taim, who was walking the deck, and informed
hime that the commaoder-in-chief hailed the
ship. The Earl of Morganic, & young man
wf four-and-twenty, who hal succeeded o the
title & few yeara before by the death of an
elder YLrather,—the usual process by which
an ofd peer ia brought inte the Brilish navy,
the work being too discouraging for those who
have fortune before their eyes from the star,
—mnow adwanced te the quarter of the ship,
bowed with respeciful eane, snd spoke with
& aelfposscasion that not one of the old com-
manders of the fAeet would have dared to use.
i general, this noblemans intercourse with
hia superiors in naval rank betrayed the con-
wicusness of his own superiority in civil rank :
hut, Sir Oervaiee being of an old family, and
yuite an rich za he waa himsell, the wice
sdmiral commanded more of his homage than
waa cuslomory.  Hin ship was full of * nohs,”
as they term it in the British navy, or thr sone



g8 THE TWO ADHIRALL

and relatives of nobles, and it was by 1o pem
an uncommen thing for her mews o bee
their jokes at the expense of even Sep-ofion,
who were believed 10 be & litle ignorant of the
peculiny senibilities that are righly eough
imagined to characterize social station.

“lood-momning, Sir Gervaise,” clled oot
this noble captain; * I'm glud Lo see you look.
ing 10 well, alter our long cruise in the Bay:
{ intended to have the honour to inqurm afta
your health in pereon, thin morning, bat they
told me you slept aut of your ship. Wkl
heve to hold & court on you, dr, i yoo ful
murh into that habit "

All within hearing smiled, even 1o the magh
Jld tars, who were astraddie of the yards:
znd cven Sir Gorvaiws Lip curled a i,
though he was nat exuctly in & jokiog bumoor.

“* Come, come, Merganic, do you lo ay
fhalnts alone, and look out for your own for
top-mast.  ¥Why, in the name of seamandbip,
is that spar stayed forward in such n fashis.
lowking like n xebec's foremuat "

“ Do yon dislike ity 8ic Gervalse? Noww
out fancies sbourd here, it gives the Achills
* kuowing look, and we hope to sl a fashie
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By carrying tbe head-sails well forward we
help the ship round in a sen, you kaow, air.'"

“Indeed [ know no such thing, my lacd.

What you gain after being taken aback you
lose in coming to the wind. If 1 had a peir
of scales suitable to such & purpose, I would
bave ali that hemper you have stayed away
yonder over yout bows, on the cod of auch a
ong lever, weighed, in order thay you might
learn what a beaaiiful contrivance you've ine
vented mmong you, te make a ship piteh in
& head sen. Why, d—e, if 1 thiok you'd Jieto
at all, with so much spuff eloft o knock you
off to leeward. Come up, everyihing, farward:
come up everything, my lord, and bring the
wast as mear perpeadicular as possible. L'
& hard matter, | find, 10 make one of your
oew-fashioned coplaina keep things in their
plices.”

*Well, now, Sir Gereaise, 1 think the
Achilles makes s good wn appesrance ma mast
of the other ships; end a2 o weavelling or
=orking, I do not know that she i sither dull
uf elumey,”

" 8hes prety well, Morganic, considering
bow many Dond.strect ideas you have got

oL I o
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among you; but she'll nerer do in s besd
s, with that fore-top-mast threstening yoor
knight-heads. Sa get the mast up-asd-down,
again, af sCOD A8 CONVERicnt, and come md
dine with we, withogt further iowianion, the
fiest Bite day we have st zen 1w goiog o wend
Parker some brawn; but T feed pou m
some of Gualleygo's lurilesoup, made oul of
pig's heade™

“Thank "ee, Sir Gervaise; we'll endeavoor
to stesighten the atick, since you il bare 2
sa; though, I confess T get tieed of sering
everything to-day, just as we had it yestadap”

“Yes, you; that's the way with oot of
them St Jamet's cruisers,” continued the viee
admiral, as he rowed away. *They wants
fashionable tailer to rig & man-ol-war, a1 Gy
are rigped themmelves.  There's oy o
friend and neighbour, Lord Scupperion; be'
1aken w fancy to yachting lately, and who
his new brig was put into the water Ladr
Seupperion mnde bim send for an vpholsers
from tawn ta fit out the cabin; sod when the
blackguard had surveyed the unfortunate calty
ax if it were a country box, what docs be do
bul give wn opinion, that * thie bere edifice,
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wy lord, in my judgment, should be Farnished
in cottage iyle, —the vagabond|”

This story, which was not particularly
original, for Sir Gervaise himsell had teld it at
teast = dozen times befure, put the ndwmirel
n & pood humeur, and he found B0 more
fuult with his cuptaine until he resched the
Plantagenet.

* Daly," ssid the Earl of Morgenic to his
firstF an experienced old Irishman
af Gifvy, wha still sung & good song and told
& gpood story, and, what way a liele extraordi-
vury for either of these accomplishments, knew
bhow ta take good care of & ship;— Daly, |
wppose wi murt humeur the old gentleman,
or he'il be gquarantining me, and that 1
shouldnt particutarly like on the eve of a2
general action ; zo we'll ease off furward, and

wt up the stringe aft, again. Hang me if I
think he couid find it out if we didn't, ko fong
as we kept dead in his wake!™

“That wouldn't be a very safe demait for
8r Jarey, my lord, for he's a wonderful eye
for arope! Were it Admiral Blur, sow, ['d
engage to cruise in his compeny for a week,
=ith my mizzea-wmast stowed in the hold, and

o T
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there should be no bather about the powdis,
a1 all; quite Tikely he'd be hailing us, wnd
ask ' what brig’s that?* But none of thes
tricks will answer with vother, who mises the
shipping of the end of & pasket, as xon &
any first Juff uf us all. And so [0 just g
ahaut the business in earoest; gel the o
penter up with his plumb-bob, and sst every
thing as siraight up-and-dowo 3 the backof
& grenadier.”

Lord Morganic laughed, ay was waual =ith
b when his licutennt saw G 1o be huwet-
ous; and Lhen his cuprice in chuoging the
staving of his masts s well a2 the order which
countermanded it, was forgotien.

The arcivat of Sir Gerraise on board his om
~hip was always en event in the flcet, ereo
though his absence had lasted no laoger than
twenty-four hours. The effect was like that
which in produced on a team of high.mertled
caltle, when they feel thet the reips ary io the
hands of an experi | and spirited b

“ Good morning, Greenly, good moming to
you all, geotlemen,” waid the vice-sdmicl,
bowing to the quarter-dick in groas, i reiurn
far the ' prosent-azms,’ and rattling of dreos
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and lowering of hats Lhat greeted his arrival ;
“ & fine day, and it in likely we shull have &
fresh breeze. Captain Greenly, yoor sprit-ssil-
yerd wants squaring by the lifts; and, Bunt-
ing, wuke the Thunderse's signal to get her
fore-yard in ita place, a4 eoon as poasible. She'n
bad it dowo long eoough to make a new one,
instesd of merely fishing it.  Are your boats
ull aboard, Greenly 2™

5 AN but your own barge, Sir Gervaise, and
that i1 hooked on.”

“ la with it, sir; then trip, snd we'll be off
Moasieur de Vervillio has got some mischief in
his head, gentlemen, and we must go and toke
it wut of him."

These onders were pramplly eleyed o but,
s the manner in =hich the Ilantagenct passed
out of the Heet, nod led the ather ahips ta sea,
hus been already related, it i unnccessary to
rpeat it There wes the usual buatle, the
csstomary orderly confusion, the winding of
ells, the creaking of Llocks and the swingiog
of yards, ere the vesscls were in motion.  As
the breeze freshemed seil wos redveed, as
slrsady related, wntil, by the time the lending
thip was ten Teagues at sea, all were under short
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canvask and the appeatance of s windy, if oot
adirty night, bad set in.  OF coutse, all means
of communication between the Plaotageaet and
the vessels still at anehor had eeased, except
by sending signale duwa the Hoe; but, to thos
Bir Gervalse bad no recourse, wince he was

isbed BRI d d hia plans, s
he then entectaived no manner of doube of bis
friends willingness to wid them.

Liwde heed was taken of anything astem by
thoese on board the Plantegenct.  Fvery om
saw, it is true, thet ship followed sbipin duc

suceession, as long as the movements of those
ineshore could be pererived ot all; but the grest
interpat centred om the hoczon w the south
ward aid custward.  In thet querter of the
channel the Freneh were expected to sppest
for the cauee of his sudden depatture was u
sectet from no one 36 the firet. A dozen of the
best lovk—outs in the ship were kept aloft the
whale afternoon, and Captain Greendy, himeelf,
sat in the forward-cross-trees, with a glass fbr
more than an buur, just 23 the sun was sclting
in order to sweep the horizon. Two or three
sail were made; it 3 true, but they all proved
1 be English cossters; Guernsey or Jerey-
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wee, standing for ports in the west of England,
mogt probably laden with prohibited aricles
from the country of the enemy. Whatever
may be the dislike of an Englishman for &
Frenchman, he has no dislike 1o the labour of
hishanda; and there probmbly has not been s
peticd sinee civilization has intreduced the art
of smugeling among its other arts, when
French brandies, and laces, and wlks, were not
euchanged against English tobmeco and gui-
ntas, and that in n contraband wuy, let it be in
peace ot let it be in war. One of the charac-
teristies. of Sir Gervaise ekes was to deapise
uhl petty means of annoyance; usually he dis-
duined even te turn aside to chase a smuggler.
Fishermen he mever molested at all; and, on
the whole, he carried on o marine warfure, o
century sinee, in a way that some of his suc-
cewors wight have imilated to advantage in
our gwn times.  Like that highespirited Lrigh-
man, Caldwell,* whe conducted a blocksde in
the Chesapeake, at the of the

* Tbe writer belitven this ooble-rinded smilor 1o hare
beet the late Adminl Sir Hesjumio Caldwell. It w
waely pecesary to say that the invilmtion eoold ned be
Jrvpied, ough quite serinoaly given,
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Revalution, with se much iiberaluy, thet bis
enemics Actually =ent him an fnvitation to 2
public dinner, Sir Gervaise knew how to divtin.
guish between the combatant and the nod-com-
batant, wnd heartily disdained all the money-
making parts of his profession, theugh lange
suie had fallen inte his hande, in this way, 2t
pure God-sende. No notice was taken, thers
fore, af anything that had not a warlike looks
the noble obd ship standing steadily on tomards
- the French coast, 2s the mantifl' passes the eon
on his way Lo encoudter another animal, of &
mould and courage more worthy of his powers.

“ Make nothing of “em, hey ! Greenly,” said
Sir Gervaise, an the captain came down from
his percly in consequence of the gathering ol
scurity of evening, followed by halfia-dozen
licuzenanta and midshipmen, who had been aloll
a3 volunteers ™ WWell, we know they canmot
yet be to the westward of ue, and by standing
on shall be certain of heading them off, before
this time six mantha.  How Deautifully sl the
shipa behave, fallowing cach other as aceurately
a5 if Bluewater himself were aboard each vessel
to conn her 17

“ Yes, sir, they do keep the line uncommonly
well, considering that the tides run in streaks in
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the channoel. 1do thiok if we were todrap &
hammock overboard that Lhe Carmatic would
pick it ap, dthough she must be quite four
leagues matern of un”

*“ Let old Parker alone for that! 171l war-
rant you, Ae is never out of the way.  Were it
Lord Morgunic, new, tn the Achilles, T should
expect him ta be away off here on cur weather-
quarter, jurt to show us how his ship can eat us
out of the wind when he tries; or away down
yonder, under our iee, that we might unders
wind how she fulla off, when he don’t try.”

“ My lord is a gallant officer, and no bad ses-
men, for i years, notwithetanding, Sir Ger-
viine,”" obscrved Greenly, who generally teok
the part of the abwent, whenever hin superior
{elt dinposed to berate them.

¢ I deny neither, Greenly, most particalarly
the firet. [ know very wall, were [ to aignal
Morganic to run itto Brese, he'd do it: but

whether he would gn in, ring-tail-boom or jib-
oot firat, [ couldnt tell il T sawit Now
You are 4 younpish man yourself, Greenly—"

“ Every day of eight-aad-thirty, Sir Ger-
vaire, and a few monthe te spare; and { care
oot if the ladiew know je.”

o
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“Pub! They like us old fellows, hall the
tinee, 13 well us they do the boys  But you are
ul an age not to feel time in your booes, ad
ez e the folly of same of our old.fushiosed
notions, perhaps; though you are nat quite u
likely 1o understand the fooleries thmt hure
come iz, o your own day. Nothing is more
absurd than to be experimenting on the setiled
principles of ships. They are machines, Greealy,
aod have their Yaws juat the same as the planers
in the heavens. The idea comes from s fish,—
liead, run, and helm; and ail we have to do is
to study the fishes ip arder to get the sortof
craft we wanl.  1f there is occasion for bulk,
take the whale, sod you get a round bottom,
full fore-body, and a clean run. When you
want specd, models are pleatiful - take the
dolphin, (or instance.—and there you find
entrance, like a wedge, & lean fore-body, and &
ran as clean ax this ship's decks.  But someof
our young captaing would speil 2 dolphin's wil-
ing, if they could bresthe under water, so a8 to
et &t the poor devils.  Look at their fancies!
The Bzst lord shall give one of his cousins +
frigate, now, that js moulded after nuture itsell
as one might ssy; with & bottom that wuuld
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Fut & trout to shame. Well, ane of the first
things the lad does, when he gets on board her,
is to tengthen hin gaff, perhaps, put & cloth or
two in bia mizzen, snd cofl it & spanker, settle
away the peak bll it sticks oul over his 1afrail
like a sign-post, and then away he goen upan &
wind, with his helm hard up, bragging what &
weatherly eraflt he hae, and how hard it is 1o
make her even loak (o leeward.”

" T heve known sich sailors, 1 must eanfes,
Sir Gervaise: but time cures them of that
folly.™

“ That is to be hoped ; for what would a man
think of = fish 1o which nulure hind fitted & 1ail
sthwart-ships, and which was obliged ta carry
a fin, ke n Tea:board, nnder its Tee-jaw, to pre-
vent falling off deadl before the wind 1™

Here Sir Gervaise Inughed heactily at the
picture of the awkward eresture to which his
own imegination had given birth; Chreenly
joining in the merriment, partly from the oddity
of the canceit, and partly from the docility with
which & communder-in-chiefs jokes are usuelly
reerived. The feeling of momentacey indignation
which had aroused Sit Gervaise to such an ex-

prewion of bie disgunt st medern innovations,
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was appeased by thin little success ; and inviting
his coptain te sup with him,—a substitute for s
dinmer,—he led the way below in high good
humaur, Galleygy having just eonounced that
the table wan ready.

The conuives on this ocearion were merely
the admiral himself, Greenly, and Alwsed.
The fare was aubslnplial. rether than scier
tifie ; but the servicr wes rich; Sir Gervaiw
unifermiy eating of of plate. In additico te
alleygo, no less than five domestics ateendsd
to the wants of the party. As a ship of Lhe
Plantagenet's size wae reasonebly steady ac 4l
times, & gale of wind excepted, whén the lamps
aod eandles were lighted, and the group was
srranged, sided by the admixture of rch fur-
niture with [rowning artillery and the other
appliances of war, the great cabin of the Plen-
Lagenet waa nol without = ¢ertgin mir of rude
magnificence, Bir Gervaine kept no less than
theee servants in livery, as a part of his per-
sonal establishment, tolersting Galleygo, and
one or (wp more of the same stamp, a3 &
homage due to Neptune.

The situntion not being novel (o efther of
the party, and the day's work having been
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severe, the first twealy minules were pretty
studivualy devoted to the duty of * restara-
tion,” aa il in termed by the great masters of
the science of the table. By the end of thot
time, hawerer, the glasa began to circulate,
though moderately, and with L tongues to
loosen.

“ Your heslih, Captein Greenly — Atwood,
F remember you,” said the vice-admiral, nod-
ding his head familizely to his two guests, on
the eve of tomsing off n glamw of sherry.
“ These Spanish wines go directly to Lhe
hesrt, and I only wonder why & people who
can make them, don’t make better railors™

“ In the days of Celumbus the Spaniards
had nomething 1o bomst of in that way, loo,
Bir Gervaise,” Atwood remarked.

" Ay,'lml that was u long Lime age, aud
they have got bravely over it. | acoount for
the deficiencies of both the French end Spa-
tish marines something in thia way, Greenly.
Columt und the di y of America,
brought ships and esilors inte fashion, Iint
4 ship without an officer Bt to command her
iu like a body withoul a soul.  Fashion, how-
ever, brought your young cobles into their
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services, and men were given vessels bevauw
their fathers were dukes and counts, and oo
beesuse they knew anything about them.”

“ Is our own service eptirely free from
this sort of favouritiem ?” guietly demnded
the captain,

* Far from it, Greenly; #lse would pal
Blorganic been made a captain &t twenty,
and old Parker, for instence, ape aoly at
Gfty. Dut, somehow, our clamses alide iore
each other in g way that neutralizes, in 4
grest degree, the effeet of binh,  Is it not
a0y Atwood 7 ®

Y Same of aur closses, Sir Gervaise, manage
to aféde into all the best places, if the truth
must be said.™

“ Well, that ix pretty bold for a Seotch-
man!™ rejoined the wice-admiral, good-bu-
mapredly. " Ever since the accensivn of the
house of Stuart, we've built a bridge acro%
the Fweed that lets people pass in oaly ooe
direction, 1 make ne doubt this Pretenders
s will Lring down half Scotland at bis heels,
to fill all the Lerths they may fancy suituble
to their mecits. It's an casy way of paying
bounty—promises,™



THE TWO ADMIRALA. 303

“ This affsir in the north, they tell me,
wema o litle secious,” said Greenly. ™ 1 be-
liewe thie is Mr. Atwood's opinioa?™

“ ¥ou'll find it seripun eoough, if Sir Ger-
vaisen’s mnotion about the bounty be true,” an-
swered the immarsble secretary. © Seolia is
a small country, but it'a well filled with
* beaw eperits,’ if there’s nn opening for them
o prave it

" Well, well, this war between England =nd
Scotiand i out of place, while we have the

French and Spanisrde on cur hands. Most
extraordinsry scenes have we had ashore, yon-
der, Greenly, with an old Devonshire baronet,
who alipped snd s of for the other world,
while we were in his house”

* Magrath bas told me something of i, sir,
and he telle me the fitfus wuiluz—bang me
if T can make out his gibberish, five minutes
afier it was told to me"

** Filius pulliva, you nicas ; nobody's baby
~=the san of nobody —have you forgetien your
Latin, man# "™

“ CFaith, Sir Oervaise, [ never had any
to forget. My father wns a captein of o
man-ohwir before me, und he kept me wfloat
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from the time | was five down to the day of
his death. Latin was no pert of my spoos-
meat”

“ Ay, vy, my good fellow, I knew your
father, and was in the third ship from him,
in the action in which he fell,” returced the
viceadmiral, kindly. " Bluewnter was just
shead of him, wnd we all loved him ar we
did an elder brather.  You were nob promoted
lhen."

“ No, sir, I was only a widshipman, and
[ didw't happen to be tn his own ship thet
day," anewennd Greeoly, sensibly touched =ith
thia tribute to his pazent’s merit; *but T was
old envugh to remember how aobly you 4
behared on the occasion.  Well,"—alily brush-
ing his eye with his hand,—** Latio may de
a schoolmaster good, but i1 is of Ltde use on
board ahip. 1 never had but one scholar
among all my cronies and intimates.”

+ And whe was he, Greenly? You shoulda’t
despise knowledge because you don'L under-
sland il. I dare say your intimate was pooe
the wome for & litde Latin— enough to go
through nufiua, nulla, aullum, for instance.
Who =aa this intimate, Greenly 7™

“John Bluewater,— handsome Jack, as he
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way called; the younger brather of the admi-
ral.  They sent him te sea, to keep him out
of harn's wey in swme lave affair; and you
may remember that while he was with the
edmiral, or Capiein Bluewster, as he was then,
1 was one of the lieutenants.  Although poor
Jack was a soldier, and in the guards, and he
wan four or fve years my senior, he touk n
fancy to te, and we became iolimae, M
understood Letin better than he did lis own
intereats.""

* In what did he fail # Bluewster was never
very communicstive to me about that brother.”

* There was & privale warriage, and crosa
guardiang, and the ueual difficuliies. In the
midst of it all, poor Jahn [l in battle, as
you know, und his widow followed him o 1he
grave, within & month or twe., “Twas a sad
woty all round, snd [ try 1o think of it an
littte an possille”

“ A private marrisge [ " repested Sir Ger-
vaite, alowly. “Are you quite sure of that?
Tdont think Bluewater is aware of that cir-
comstance ; ot least, 1 aever heard him zllude
to it Could there have been any issne "

" No goe can know it better than mysclf,
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a3 I helped to get the lady off, and was present
al the cereieny.  That moch 1 know O
tasue, I should think there was none; though
the colunel lived a year afier the martiage.
How far the admiral ia familiar with all thest
circumstances ! otannot sey, a3 one would ol
Like to intruduce the particulars of a privac
marriage of 8 deceased brother to hia com-
manding officer.”

Mlam glad there was no issue, Greenly:
perticular circumatunces make me glad of 1hat.
But we will change the discourse, as Lhew
fawily disasters make one melancholy; and
& melanchioly dinner is like ingratitude to Him
whu bestows it.""

The conversation new grew generaland in
due senson, in common with the fesst, it ended.
After aitting the wsusi time the guests retimed.
Zir Gorvaise then went on deck, and paced
the poop for an hour, leokiog anxiously ahesd,
in quest of the French aignala: and, failicg
of discovering them, he was fain to seek his
berth aut of sheer fatigue. Befure he did
this, however, the necassary ordera were given;
and that o eall him, should anything out of
the common track ooeur, wis repeated no fou
than four times.
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CHAPTER XI.

Roll oy thea deep nd dack-bluy comn—rgil !
Teon thogund feris aweep over thee in win ;
Wlan marks the sarth with ruis—bis cootrol
Sapn with the share ; —upon the warry pluia
‘The wescks wre all thy deed.

Childe Harold,

It was broad day-light when Sir Gervaise
Onkes next appeared on deck. As the seene then
offered to his view, an well ay the impression
it made an his mind, will sufficiently explain
to the reader the state of affaira, some sin
bours leter than the time last included in our
mxount, we refer him to those for his own
impresaions.  The wind now blew a real gale,
though the season of the year rendered it lens
unpleasant to the feelings than in usual with
winiry tempests.  The air wag even blang, and
will charged with the moisture of the ocesn;
though it came swerping athwart sheets of
four, with & fury, at moments, whicl threat-
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ened Lo carry the entire summits of wares mils
from their beds, in epray. Kren the aquatic
birds scemed to be terrified, in the instaotsof
the greatest power of the winds, wetrally wheek
ing sutldenly on their wings, and plunging jota
the clement beneath to seek protection fom
the meddened efforts of that o which they
mare properly belonged.

Saill 8ir Gervaise saw that his ships bore op
nobly against the ferce sirife  Fach vesw!
showed the same canvass, viz. & rocled fore
s2ily & simall trisngular plece of strong, heaty
cloth, ftted between the end of the bowsprit
and the head of the fore-top-mast ; a similar sl
aver lhe quarter-deck, between the mirzen and

ta, and a cl fed min-top-sal.
Seversl thmen thel morning Captain {ieeenly
had thought he shauld be cumpelled to sulwi-
tute a lower surface to the wind than thet of
the sail last mentinned. As it was an impert-
ant zuxilisry, however, in steadying the ship

and in keeping her under the commend of her
helo, on each ovcasion the order had been
delayed until he now began to question whe
ther the canvass could be reduced withoul o
greet a risk to the men wham it would be



THE TWO ADMIRALS. 309

vecessary to send aloft. He had decided to
let it stand or blow sway, as foriunc might
decide. Similar reasonimg left nearly all the
other vesacls under preeisely the sime canvais.
The ships of 1he vice-admiral's division had
dosed in the npight, mgreeably to an arder
given befare quitting the anchorage, which
bad directed them to come within the usual
uiling distance, in the event of the weather's
ing u separstios. This d had

been cbeyed by the ships sstern carrying ssil
hard, long after the leading vessels had been
ensed by reducing their convass  The order
of railing was, the Plaosiagenet in the van, and
the Caroatic, Achilles, Thundecer, Blenheim,
and Warspite's folloming, in the order named ;
wine changes having been made in the night,
in grder Lo bring the ships of the division into
their Ggluing stalions in & line ahead, the vice-
admire) leading. The nuperiority of the Plan-
tagenet wag & httle apparent, natwithstanding ;

the Curnatic alone, and that only by mesns of
the most careful watching, being able to keep
liteezlly in the commander-in-chiels wake: ali
ihe ather vepsels gradually, but almest imper-
wphibly, selling to leeward of it. These seve-
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ral cireumstances struek Sir Gervaise the mo-
meot hie foot touched the poop, where be
found Gicenly keeping an anaious look-out en
the state of the wenther and the condition of
hin own ship, lesning at the same time agains
the spasher-boom to steady himsel! o the
gusts of the gele. The vice-admiral braoed
his own wollknit and compact frame by
apreading his legs, oad then he tummed his
handsome bt weather-beaten face towards the
line, scanning each ship io succeasion a5 she
lay over o the wind and came wallowing on,
shoving aside vagt mounds of warer with her
bows, her masta describing short arce in the
air, and her holl rolling to windward, end
theo turching, as if boring ber way through
the ccean.  Galleygo, who never regarded hior
sell a2 stewnrd in & gale of wind, was the
ooly other persom on the poop, whither he
weal st pleasure by a sort of inipreseriptible
Tight.

“ Well done, old Planter " cried Sir Ger-
waise, heartily, mn sooo ss his eye had wken io
the leading peeuliurities of the view. * Yeu
wee, Greonly, she Tws everybody but otd Parler
to leeward, and she would have him there, 0o
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irut he would carry every stick he has out of
the Carnatic rather than not keep his berth.
Look at Afasier Morganic: he bas his maio
course close-reefed pn the Achilles, to luff iota
his station, and Il warrant you will get =
good aix mooths' wear out of that ship in this
one gale; loosening her knees, and jerking her
wpars like o oany whip-handles : and wll for
love of the new fashian of rgging an English
two-decker like un Algerdne xebee | Well, Jes
i tug his way up to windward, Bongd-streel
fashion, if he likes the fun. What has became
of the Chloe, Greenly "
" Here she {o, air, quite a league on aur lec-
bow, looking nut, according o ardere™
“ Ay, that is her wark, and ahe’ll do it
effectually.  DBut T don't see the Driver 27
** She's dead ahead, sir,” snawered Greenly,
amiling ; * ker orders being rather mare diffi-
cult of execution. Her station would be off
yemder ta windwatd, half & league ahead of us:
but it 's no eany matter to get ivlo that posi-
tion, Sir Oervmise, when the Plantagenet is
really in estnest.”
Sir Gervaine inughed, and rulibed his hands,
nd then he turmed to leok for the Active, the
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only other vessel af his diviston. This linle
cutter was duncing ovet the seas, hulf the tine
onder waler, notwithstanding, under the had
of her mainsail, Lroad off, on the admirds
weather-beam ; finding ne difficulty in main-
raining her station thers, in the sbsence of all
top-bamper, and faroured by the lowness of
her huil.  After this he glanced upwand at (e
sails und spars of the Plaategenet, which he
studied elosely.

“ No signs of fle Verriffin, hey, Greenly "
the admiral asked, when his suevey of the
whole Hers had endud. I was in hopes %o
might sce something of him when the light
returned this moraing.”

« Perhaps it is quite ws well as it is Sir
Gervaise,” returned the ceplain. = We could
e It besides Juok at each ather, in this gale;
and then Admira! Bluewater sught to join
hefore I should like even to do that*

“ Think you so, Master Greealy! There
you are mistaken, then: for 1'd lie by hiw,
were | alone in this ship, thet 1 might koow
where he was 1o be found as soon v the
weather would permil un to have something
to say to him.”
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These words were scateely uttersd when
the look-out in the forward eros-trecr, shoutvd
at the top of his voice, < Sail-ho!™ At the
next instant the Chloe fired a gun, the repert
of which wan just heard amid the rosring of
the gale, though the smoke wae distinctly secn
floating above the mista of the ocean; and #he
et n opigoad at her vaked mizzen-top-gallani-
ramst-head.

*t Run below, young gentleman,” waid the
viceeadmiral, advancing to the break of the
pocp, and spexkiog to » midshipman on the
quarter-deck, * and desire Mre Bunting to
ke his  appearance.  The Chloe aig-

oala Ga— el him oot to leok for his kove-
buecklen™

A ceatury since, the last injunction, though
sl mo much in use on ehipboard, was far morc
litera} than it in to-duy, nearly wll clusses of
men possessing the articles in question, though
ol invariably wearing them wheo at sea. The
midshipmsn dove below, however, a8 soon o<
the wards wese sub of his superior’s mouth ;
uad in o very few minutes Bunling appeared,
having actually stopped on the main-deck led-
der to assume his coaty lewt be might too wice-

LI ¥
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remoniously invade the sacred precincts of the
querter-deek in his shirt-sleeves.

“There iv s, Dunting,” said Str Gervaise,
hending the Licutenant the glass; * two hus
dred and twenty.seven—* o large sail shend,' if
T remember right.”

© Mo, SirGervaise, *sailr shead 7 the pum-
ber of them to follow, Hoist the amwering
Aag, quitier-master.”

“ 8o much the bewter ! So mueh the better,
Bunting! The nunber to follow? Wel,
we '# follow the number, let it be greater of
smallor.  Come, sirrah, bear & hand up with
your anawering flag.

The usnal signal that the messsge was vi-
derstood was now run up between the mast,
snd instantly hauled down againy, the fagn sctn
in the Chlot descending al the same moment.

“Now for the number of the seils ahead.”
sdd Sir Gerynise, ns he, Grrenly, and Buoting,
erch levelled w plass at the frigate, oo board
which the next signal weo momentarily ex-
peeted. ' Eleven, by George!™

Y Noy Sir Gervaise,” exclaimed Greenly, <1
know Better than thet. Red above, and blue
bencath, with the distinguishing peooant -
neath, make fouirteen, in aur books, now ™
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“ W ell, sir, if they are forty, we'll go nearer
and zce of what sort of stuff they sre made.
Show your smawering flag, Bunting, that =e¢
may know what clse the Chloe has to tell us

This wes done, the frigete heuling down bec
dgnole in haste, end showing a new set as soon
as possible.

* ¥What now, Bunting?—what pow, Grecn.
Ty #"  demunded Sir Getvaise, 0 sen having

struck the side of the ship and thrown so much
spray  Inte his face as to reduce him to the
vecessity of wsing his pecket-handkerchief al
the very moment he wan anxfous Lo be looking
through his glam. * What da you make of
thaty gentleren 2™

1 make out the number to be 302" an
wwered Greetly ; *but what it means, I kaow

oot
‘< Strange nails, enemies,”” road Bunling
from the book.

“ Show the unswer, guarter-
manter.”

"%We hardly wanted o signal for than,
Greenty, since there cap be no friemdly force,
berenway ; and fourteen wail, on this const,
dways means mischicf. What seys the Chloe
Texl? ™

2
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4 Strmnge sails on the larboard tack, heading
e follows.' ™

“By OGcorge, croming cur course! We
shall poon see them from deck. Do the ships
asterh notiee the aignels 7

“Every one of them, Sir Gereaise,” an-
swered the captain ; * the Thunderer has just
lawered her enswering flag, and the Active is
repesting. | have mever seen quarter-musiers
0 pimble !

“ Zp much the better—so much the Letter—
down he comen; stand by for another”

Aflter the necesary pause, the sigua fo
denote the point of the compass wos shown
from the Chloe.

“ Heading how, Bunting #" the viceadoi-
ral cegerly inquired. ¢ Healing how, eiré®

*+ MNorth-west-and-by-narth,™ or as Bunling

a it, toand. b the, 1

believe, sir. No; I am mistaken, Sie G-
vaise, it is nor-por-west.”

“ Jammed up, like oursclves, hard on a
wind. This gale comes directly in from
the broad Atlantic, and one parly is crosiing
over to the north and the other to the south
shore,  We must meet, unless one of us run
away—hey, Greenly 77
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“¢ Truc enough, Sir Gervaise ; though four-

teen il s rather an awkward odds for
B wen”

* You forget the Driver wnd Active, sir;
we ve hearty, sub il British

cruiscra”

“To wit: wix ships of the line, oue frigate,
& aloap, and 8 cutter,” laying heavy emphasis
on the two last clamses of vessely.

“ What does the Chloe aay now, Bunling ¢
That we 're enough for the French, although
they are two 1o one? ™

“ Not exactly that, T believe, Sir Gervaiz:.
* Five more sail shead. They increpse fust,
sir”

* Ay, at that vate they muy indecd grow
oo streng for us,'" answered Sir Gervaise, with
more coulness of manner; * nineleen Lo nive are
ruther heavy odds. [ with we hod Bluewnter
here, ™

" That js what I was about Lo suggest, Sic
Gereaise,™ observed the cuptein,  © T we had
the other division, a3 some of the Frenchnien
are probably frigaler mod corvelles, we might
do better,  Adeiral Bluewater cannot be far
fram us ; somewhers daws here, towards north-
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cast, or vor.nor-east, By waring round, I
think we should meke bis divisfon in the
course of n conple of hours™

' What, zod leave to Monstenr de Vervillio
the advantagn of ing he frightened us
away? Neoy 0o, Greealy; we will firat pau
him fairly and momofully, and that, too, witkio
reach of shot; and therit will be time enough
to go round and look efter aur frends™

* Will vot that be putting the French e1-
aclly between our two divisions, Sir Gervaise,
and give him the advantage of dividiog our
force. If he stand far oo & noT-nor-west
course 1 think he will infallibly get between
us and Admiral Blucwater™

“ Apd what will ke gain by that, Greenly 7
What, according @0 your notions of watters
and things, will be the great advantage of
having an  English fect on ench side of
him "

" Not much, certainly, Sir Gervaise, an-
swered Greenly, lsughing; ™ if these Hects
were st all equal w his own. Bul ma they
will be much infertor to him, the Compte may
manage to close with ane division, while the
ather is 3¢ far off an to be unable (o assisr;

-
bl
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and one hour of & bot fire may dispose of
the vietary,”

“All this is apperent enough, Greely, and
yet L eould bardly brook letting the enemy go
seatheless,  So long as it blows as it docs now
there will not be much fightings £nd there cen
be bo herm in teking a near look at Mr de
Vervilin, In half an hour, or an hour st
moet, we must get a mght of him from off
deck, even with this slow head-way of the
twg feets Lot them henve the lag, and nstet-
tals how fast we go, sic.”

“ Should we cogage the Freach in such
weather, Sir Gerveise,” answered Greenly, after
giving the order just mentioned ; it would
be giving them the very advantage they like
They wsually fire at the spare, and one shat
would do mare mischiel, with such a strain
on the masts, than half-a-dozen in a modernte
blow.”

" Thet will do, Greenly —that will do,”
uid the vice-admiral, impationtly; +£if € ddidn's
sa well know you, and hedn't seen you o often
¢ogaged, I ehould think you were afraid of
these pieteen sail. Yau have lectured long
etough te render me prudent, and we'll sy no

mare.



820 THE TWO ADMIRALS.

Here Sir Gerveise turned on hie heel and
hegan 1o pace the poop, for he was slighly
vexed, though not angered. Such little dia-
logues often accurred between him and his
captain, the latter knowing that his command-
et's grestest professionsl failing was exevss of
daring, while he felt that his own reputatien
wan too well establighed to be afraid to incul-
cale prudence. Next to the honour of the
flag, and his own perhaps, Greeoly felo the
greatest interest in that of Sir Oervaise Oakes
under whom he had served as midshipman,
Vieutenanl, and captain; and this his superior
knew, a circumstance that would have excused
far geeater liberties.  After moving swiltly to
and fre several times, the viee-wdmiral be-
gan to cooly and then he forgot (lis passing
ebullition of quick feelings. Greenly, oo the
uther hand, satisfed that the just mind of the
cummander-in-chiefl would not fail to apprce
cinte facts that had been so plainly presenied
to it, was content to change the subject. They
conversed together in & most friendly manper,
Sir Gervaise being even unusually frank and
coinmunicative, in order to prove he was ool
displeased, the matter in discussion being he
state of tlee ship and the situation of the erem
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“ You are alwayy ready for battle, Greenly,”
the viee-admiral said, smilingly, in conclusion,
“ when there iv a necewity; and always just
as ready o poiot out the inexpediency of
engaging where you fancy nathing is to be
grioed by it. You would not bave me run
away from a shadow, however, or » dignal, and
thet is much the same thing; so we will stand
on wolil we make the Frepchmen feirly from
off-deck, when it mill be time encugh Lo deter-

mine what shall come next.”

* Sail-ho!™ shouted one of the look-uts
ltom aloft, s cry that immedistely drew 2l
eyes towards the mizzen-top-mant-cros-trees,
whence Lhe sound procecded.

The wind blew too fresh to render conver-
sation, even hy means of & trumpet, easy, wnl
the man was ordered down 1o give an mecount
of whar he hed seen, OF course he Siret
teuched the poap-deck, whera he wan met by
the admiral and captain, the officer of the
watch, to whom he properly belonged, piviog
him up to the examinution of his two superiors,
without a grimace.

“Where-pway is the sail you ‘ve seen, sir 2°
demended Sir Gervaise o lide shacply, fur

r
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he suspected it wus po mote thau one of the
ehips aliend, alrezdy signalled. '= Down yooder
to the southward and enstward-—hey ! sirrah#"

““ Mo, Sir Jarvy," amewercd the top-mon,
hitching lis trowscrs with ooe hond, and
smoothing the huic on bis forchead with the
other; "but oot here, to the norard and
west'ard, on our weather-quarter.  It's oome
o themt French chaps se in with the County
of Faievilling,®—for so all (he common men
of the fleet believed their gallaat enemy to &
rightly named,—“ but is 2 square-rigged craft
by herself, jammed up on a wind, pretty much
like all on v

" Thot alters the matter, Greealy! How
tlo you know she is square.rigged, my wan?”

“Why, Sir Jarry, your honour, she 's under
her fore and main-taw-sails, close-reefed, with
s bit of the muinsail set, as well os I can make
it out, Er"

“The devil she i6? It must be some Rellow
in a great huarry, to carry that canvass in 1his
blow ! Can it be possible, Greenly, that the
leading vessel of DMluewster in heaving in
sight #°

F rather think ngt, Sir (fervaise; it would
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e too far to windward for any of his two-
deckern. It may turn out to be a look-out
ship of the French, goi round on the other
tack to keep her station, and carrying nail
hard, because the disliken our appearance.”

“In that case she must claw well to wind-
ward to escape us! What's your name, my

lad—Tot Davis, if I 'm oot mistakea 27

" Noy Sir Jarvy, it%s Juck Brown, which
is much the same, your hooour. We's no
ways partic’lar abont pames”

v Well, Jack, does it blow hard aloft? So
as to give you sny treuble in holding on 2™

“ Nothing 1o speak on, Sir Jurvy,  A'wer
cruising s winler and apriog io the Bay of
Biscay, T lccks on this a8 0o more nor a poff.
Half & hend will keep o fellow in his Lerth
alofi”

“ Galteygu—take Juck Brown below w my
cabio, and give him a fresh nip in bis jigger—
he 1l hold on all the better for 1"

This wis $ir Gervaise’s mode of atoning for
the error in deing the man injustice, by aup-
poddng he was mistaken sbout the new aail,
and Juck Brown went sloft devoted to the com.
mander-inchief. 12 costa the great and power-
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ful so little to become populnr that omt is
sometines  surprised to find that any ar
otherwise ; but, when we remembier hat it is
also their duty to be just, astonishment ceasss;
justice being precisely the quality to which a
lerge portion of the human race are most
averse.

Hull an hour passed, and no further reports
were received from eloft. Tnon few minules
however, the Warspite signalled the admiral,
to report the ger en her her—guarter,
and, not long after, the Active did the awe
Still neither told hia character ; and the course
being substantinlly the same, the wakpo=n
ship approached but slowly, notwithstanding
the unusual quantity of sail she had set. At
the end of the period mentinned, the vetsd:
in the south.eastern baard began to be visible
from the deck. 'The ocean was so white with
foam, that it wae not casy te distinguish &

ship under ghort canvass at any great distance:
but, by the aid of glasses, both Sir Gerrabe
and Gireenly satisfied themselves that the nun-
ber of the enemy at the southward amounted
to just twenly, one more having hove &
sight, and been signalled by the Chlor, since
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het first report.  Several of these vessels, how-
ever, were small ; and, the vice-admirzl, afier
a long and anxious wervey, lowered his glass
and turned to his captain in oeder Lo compare
opinion.

“Well, Greenly,” he asked, ** what do yuu
make of them, now 2 According to my teck-
oning, there are thirieen of the ling, two
frigaten, four corvettes, wnd & lugger; or
twenty sail in all”

“There can be ne doubt of the twenty
sail, Sir Gervaise though the vessels astern ate
il too distant to speak of their size. ]
tather think it will tum out fourteen of the
line and only three frigates.”

“That s rather too much for s, certainly,
without Bluewater. Hia five ships, now, und
thin westerly positivn, would make a cheering
prospect for we.  We might stick by Mr. de

Cervillin until it moderated, and then pay our
tespects to him.  What do you say to that,
Greenly "

* That it is of no great moment, Str Gervaise,
% long as the ather division is ziof with us.
Bul yonder aee sigoals Aying on buard the Ae.
tivg, theWarspite, and the Benheim.”
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“ Ay, they 've something ta tell os of the
chap astern ond to windward. Come, Bupting,
give vs the news™

“1 Stranger in the northwest dhom the
Druid's pumber;™ ™ the aignal-officer read e
chanically from the book.

% The deuce he does! Then Bluruter
cannot be far off. Let Dick aloar for keplog
in his proper plece; bhe has an instinet fxr =
Yine of hattle, and I never knew him fail wbe
in the very spot 1 could wish to have bim,
locking s much wt home ae if his ships had
all been built there! The Druids oumber !
The Casar and the rest of them wre in o o
ahead, further north, heading up well 1o wind-
ward even of our own weke, Thin pute e
Canipte fairly uoder our Jee.”

But Greenly war far from being of u tem-
perament a3 sanguine as that of the vioeadmi-
ral.  Hedid oot Like the circumstance of the
Druid's being alene visihle, and she, too, under
what in so heavy n gule might be deemed &
press of canvass. There was no apparl
reason for the division carrying wail se hard,
while the frigate would be obliged to do it
did she wish te overtake vessels like the Pl

[
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tagenct mod her comsarts He suggested,
therefore, the probability that the ship was
alote, wad thst ber abject might be to speak
them,

‘" There is something in what you say,
Greenly,™ answered Sir Gervaise, alter » mi-
oute's reffection ; 4 end we must look into it.
It Deohan doeso™t give un anything new
from the count to change our plans, it may
be well to leare what the Druid s after,”

Denbam was the commander of the Chloe,
which whip, a neat six-and-thirty, was pitching
inta the heavy sesn that now came rolling in hes-
vily from the broad Atlantic, the water stream-
mg from her hawse-hales #s she rase from each
plunge, like the spoute of a whale. This vensel, it
bas been stated, was fully a league ahead and
g leeward of the Plantagenet, and conse-
quently so mauch nesrer to the French, whe
were approaching frum that precise quarter of
the ocean, io a lung single live, Like that of the
Epglish; » little relieved, howeven, by the
look-gut-vessels, all of which, in their case,
were miling along on the weather-beam of
their friends. The distance was still so great
u to reader glasses oecessary in getting any
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¥ery aceurate notiane of the foree and the point
of mailing of Munsicur de Versillio's fleet, the
ships astern being yet so remote as to require
long practice to speak with any cerlaisty of
their characters.  In nothing, notwithstanding,
wan the superior practical hip of the

Hnglish mare apparent than in the maoser in
which these respective lines were formed.
That of Sir Gervaise Oakes was compast, rch
hip bring as near as might be o eablc'slength
distant from hee scconds whead and aster.
This was a point on which the viee-admin
prided himself; and Ly compelling his captains
rigidty 1o respect their line of ssiling, and by
keeping 1he same ships and officers, a3 much
as possible, under his orders, each captain of
the Peet had got to know his own vesael's mte
of speed, and 2!l the other qualitics (hat were
necessary to maintain her precize position. Al
the ships being wentherly, though seme, in e
slight degree, were more so than others, il wa
easy to keep the line in weather like the pre-
sent, the wind not blowing sufficiently hard te
render a few clothe more or Yess of capvass of
any very great moment,  If Lhere was u vesscl
senibly out of her place, in the cotire iine, it
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wha the Achiiles; Lord Merganic not having
had time to get all his farward apars as far aft
= they sliowld have been; o circumatance that
had knocked him off w little mare than had
happencd to the other vemele  Nevertheless,
had an airdine been drawn at ihis moment
from the mizzen-tup of the Plantagenet to that
of the Warspite it would have been found Lo
pass through the spars of quite half the inter-
mediate vessels, snd ro one of them all would
have been & pistolshot eut of the way. Aa
there werr =ix intervals belween the vesscls,
and each interval gs near as covld be guesssd
¥l was g cable's.length, Lhe extent of the whole
line a little exceeded three-quarters of & mile,
On the other hand, the French, though they
preserved u very respectable degree of order,
were much less compact, and Ly ne means g3
methodical in their manner of aailing. Some
of their ships were = quarder of & mile to lee-
ward of the line, £ad the intervals were irregu-
lar and il observed. Thest circumslances
wose from several causes, neither of which
proceeded from any fault in the commandez.in-
chief, wha was both mn experienced seamasn
and o akilfut tmetiien.  But his captaing were
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new to each wther, and seme of them were
recently appoinied to their abips; it being just
g much a matter of course that o seaman
should aseertein the qualities of his vessel, by
familiazity, as that a man should learn the
character of his wife in the infimacy of wed-
tock.

At the precise moment of which we are now
writing: the Chloe might have becn about 4
league from the leading vessel of the coemy,
gnd her position to leeward of her own fleel
threatened to bring hen, half an hout late,
within range of the Frenchmen's guns. This
fact was appareot to 2ll in the sguadron; sl
the frigate stood on, having been placed in that
station, and the whole being wader the imme-
diate supervision of the commander-in-chisf.

% Denham will have a warm berth of i1, s,
should he stand on much longer,”” raid Greealy,
when ten minutes more had passed, duricg
which the ships had gradaally drasm nearcr.

1 was hoping hc might gel batween the
maet wcatherly French frigate and ber Jine,”
answered Bit Gervaise: “when I think, by
edging tapidly away, we could take her alive,
with the Plantagenet.'”
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** Io which case we might a1 well clear for
ction; such & menceuvre Leing certain to bring
n & geveral engagement.”

“ No oo; 1'm not quite mad enough for
hat, Muster Telemachys; bot we can wait a
itcke longer fur the chanees. How wany faga
#n you make. out among the enemy, Bun-
Hog "

[ see byt twn, Sir Gervaise) one et the
fare, and the other at the mizzes, like our own.
I zan make out, aow, only teelve shipr of the
line, to0 ; neither of which is a threc—drcher.”

Y Bp much for rumour ; s Regrant & Her ay
ever wagged & tongue! Twelve ships an two
decka, and right frigstes, sloops, and lugrers
There can be no great mistake in this.”

+1 think oat, Sir Gerwaise ; their commans
der-in.chief s in the fourth ship from the head
of the line. His fag is juesl discernible Ly
means of our best glam Ay, there goes s
signal, thie inalant, up at the end of his gaff 1"

"if one could onty read French now, (3reen-
In™ eaid the vice-ndmiral, smiling : “ we might
gt into some of Mr. de Vervillin' secreta

Perhape it's an order Lo go to quarters of to
clenr; look out sharp, Bunting, for any signs




232 TUE TWO ADMIRALS.

of such & movement. What do youn make of
it
©1t's ko the frigales, Sic Gereaise 3 all of
which answen, while the other veuwh do Bor®
“We want no French to read that sigrmed,
=iy put in Greeoly ; " the frigates themselne
telling us what it means. Mlantieur de Ver-
villin has o idea of letting the Plantsgeoet
take anything he has alive™
This was trae enough.  Just as the captas
spoke the oliject of the order was made sufS-
ciently spparent, by all the light veswls 1o
windward of the French fcet bearing up o~
gether, until they brought the wind abaft their
beams, when away they glided to leewurd, Bie
foating objects that have suddenly #ruck =
swift current.  DBefore this chaope io their
couree, these frigates and corvetics had bem
sirnggling along, the weas meeting them oo
their weathor-bows, at the rate of abour twe
knats, or rather less; whereas, their rpend we
now quadrupled, and in n few minotes the
whote of them had sailed through the different
intervals in their main line, and had formed m
before, oeacly helf 2 league 1o leeward of iL
Lcre, in the event of an action, their priocipsl
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dutits would have been 1o Focorwr opmled
ships (hat might be faroed oo of thefr alatted
siations duripg the combat.  AD this =i Ger-
vaise viewed with dispnat.  He bad boped Lis
¢petny might have presomed oo the state of e
elemenes, and suffered bis lipht veesels by mam.
tain their original pesizions.

© Tt would be a preat thumph to us Gires-
I5," be waid, “if Denbam could pass witbout
whifting his berth. There would be something
manly and sesmanbke iz an iolerior Aest
passing a superior iv such a syle”

“Yes, sir, though 1t might cost us & fine
frigate. The count ran bave oo diffculty in
fghting his weatber muin-deck guos, and =
ditcharge from Lwe or three of his leading ves-
sls might cul awey eome spar thet Deohem
would miss zadly, just at such a mermeot.”™

&ir Gervaise placed his hands behind his
back, paced the deck s minute, and then said
dreidedly -~

“ Bynting, make the Chloc's signal to ware;
tacking in this sca, and under that short can-
vuas, i out of the question.”

Bunting had anticipated this order, and
had evro ventured clandestinely to direct the
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guarier-masters 1o bend on the necessary flagh:
and Sir Gervaise had searcely got the words
out of his mouth Lefore the signal was abroad.
The Chloe was equally on the alert, for she
tod, each moment, expected the command, 1od
ere her answering flag was meen, her helo
was up, the mizzen-ttayrail down, and ber
head falling off rapidly towards the eseny
This movement scemed to be eapeeted all
round—nand it cerlainly had been delayed
the very last moment—for the leading Fresch
ship fell off three or four points, and, as the
frigate was exactly endeon to her, let dy the
contenta of ell the guoe on her forecastle, o
well as of those on ber main-deck, ne far aft o
they could be brought to bear. ©One of the
top-gail-sheets of the frigate was shot amy
by this rapid and unexpected fire, and some
lituds damnge was done to the standing rigging:
but, luckily, none of immediate moment, Cap-
win Denham was active, znd the insiani be
found his topesil fapping he ordered it dewed
up, and the maicanil loosed. The laue v
ot, closa.recfed, a3 the ship tame to the wied
on the larbosrd tack, and by the Lime every-
thing was broced up and hauled afl, on that
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tack, the matn-top-sail was ready to be sheeted
home amew. During the few minotes that
these evolutinns required Sir Gervaise kept
bis eye riveted on Lhe vessel, and when he
u¥% ler fairly round, and Inmmed by the
wind sgain, with the mainsail dragging her
shead, to own the truth, he felt mentally
relieved,

" Not o minute too econ, Sir Gervaise,”
ahserved the cautious Greeuly, smiling. =1
should not be sorprised if Denhom hears more
from that fellow at the head of the French
live. His weather chase-gons are exaclly in
4 range with the frigaie, and the twa upper
aves might be worked well sncugh.”

* 1 think not, Greenly. The forecastle gun,
posaibly i searcely anything below "

Sir Gervaise proved to be partly right and
partly wreng.  The Frenchman did aitempt &
fire with his main-deck gun: but, st the Brst
Pluoge of the ship, a eea slapped up againat
ber weather-bow and sent & column of water
through the port, that drove hell its crew into
the leauscuppers. T the midst of this water-
spaut the gun exploded, the loggerhead having
bewn applied sn instant before, giving a sort
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af chaotic wildneas Lo the scene in-board.  This
satislied the party below, though that oo the
forecantle fared Letter. The lest Gred their
gun several Hrars, and alays withoul sucomsa.
This fzilure proceeded Irom 2 cause thar is
selilom sufficiently esti d by ical gus-
nets; the slot having swerved from the Tiee
of night, by the force of the wind nguinet which
it Hew, two ar three hundred feet, by the time
it had gune the mile that lay between the
vemels.  Sir Gervaire wpxiously watched 1he
effect of the fire, wnd pereviving that all the
shot fell 1o leeward of the Chloe, he was oo
longer uneasy about that vessel, and be began
to turh his atleolion to ether and more import-
BTIL SORCEITIH-

As we are now approaching » moment when
it is mecessary that the reader shoutd receive
same tolerably distinel jmpressione of the rels-
tive pasitions of the two entire fleets, we shall
close the present chapter here, reserving the
duty of explanation for the of
& new ant.
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CHAPTER 1.

A were glad,

And luughed, and shouted, us slie duried on,
And plunged amid the fam, uad towsed it high,
Uhwer the deck, 1 when » strong, curbed steed
Flioga the frath from him o bis cager mce.

Pereoiwsr,

Fue long veilight of a high letitude had now
ended, and the sun, though concented behind
couds, had risen. The additional light <on-
wibuted 1o Tessen the gloomy loak of the ocenn,
thaugh the fury of the winds and waves still fent
w it a dack and menoging aspret.  To wind-
winid there were no signa of an abstement of the
e, while the heovens continued 1o abstain
Trom betting down their floeds on the raging
welers Bencath.  Hy this ime, the fleet was
maierially te the sonthward of Cope la Fogue,

You . B
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though far ta the where the
received the winds and waves from the whole
rake of the Atlaniic, and the sem were settimg
in, in the leng regular swells of the ocxan, a
litde disturbed by the iofluence of the tides
Ships es heavy as the ivo-deckers moved along
with gresning efforts, their bulk-leads aed 1mo-
bers ¢ complaining,” ta use the languaze of the
sea, o8 the luge masses, loaded with their oom
artillery, rese ond sunk on Lhe coming sod re-
ceding billows.  Dut their movemenls eree
stately and full of mojesty ; whereas the cuter,
sloop, amdd even the frigules, seemed to be tossad
like fonm, very much at (he mercy of the ele-
ments. The Chloe was passing the sdmiral,
on tlie opposite tack, quite & mile 1o leeward,
wnd yet, ot the mwoented to the summit of &
wive, et cut-warer wii ofien visible nesrly o
the keel. These are the trials of a resseds
strengh; for, were & ship always waler-baroe
equally oo all ker lines, there would nor be e
nezessity which now exists 1o make ber the

well-knit mass of wood and iron she v

The progress of the 1o Heets was very much
the same, both squudrons siruggling alosg
through the billows, al the rote of sboot »
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srine lengue in the hour. As no lefiy sail
us carried, and the vessels were frst mode in
e heze of a clouded morning, the ships had
o become wisible o each other until nearer
het cemmon; and, by the time ot whicl we
Iese now arrived in our tale, the leading ves.
#ls were scpurated by a space that did not ex.
rend two miles, estimating the distsnee saly an
e vespeerive lines of suiling; though there
would Le about the same spoce Deiween them
when pbreast, the English being so much to
windward of their enemics. Any one in the
kast (amilinr with navtice! manewvres will un-
deratandd thot these circumstances wauld bring
the van of the French and the rear of their
foes much ocarer togesher in pussing, beth
feets being elese-lunled.

Eir Geevaise Cokes, as & mmiter of course,
vawchad 1he progress of the two lines with
close wnd Inteiligent aitention,  Mons, de Ver-
sillin Jid) the sme from the ponp of Le Fou-
droyant, a noble eighty-gun ship, in which his
Bag of wice-admival was flying, us it might be in
defisnce. By the side of the former stood
Gmnly, Wunting, snd Dary, the Plantagenet’s
first lieptenant ; by the side of the latter his

B2



+* THE T¥0 ADMIRiLL

capitaine de vaimeax, s man as [ide ke the
cericatures of auch officers, 23 » bautile feclms
hes lsid befure the readers of Engluh litcratare,
a5 Weshington was like the o beld wpw
odium: in the London journals, at the cme
mencement of the great Americsn s, AL de
Vervillin himsell was o man of ropeciable
birth, of & sciemific educaion, ind o pree
familiarity with thips, so far ss & koovladge of
their general pawers and principles = coe
cerncd; but liere his professional excdkemor
rrased, all thut infinity of detnil which composes
the distinctive merit of the practial pmmas
being, in & grear degree, unknosn to biw, rew-
dering it necessary for him to thisd in momeots
of emergency ; periods when the redly pome
MArRer seems niore 10 act by & sort of farias
than by any very intelligible process of ruid-
nation,  With his Bect drawo out before hin
however, and with no unusual demands oo b
tesources, this gallont officer was an exeredimgly
farmidalile foe to contend with in squdre
Sir Gervaise Oakes lowt all bis constitotionl
and leverish impatience while the Seets dre
nigher and migher. As is not oonso v
Lrave mem, who are naterally excitable s ¢
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ctisis approeched he grew calmer, anvd obtained
t more perfect command over hiomelf; seing
dl things in their troe eoloars, and foding
more a0d more eqoal to eootrol them He
continued ta walk the poop, byt @ was with
Hower step; and, though his hands were il
clesed behind his back, the Bngers were pas-
sirg, while his countenance became grare and
his eye thoughtful.  Greenly koew that bis jo-
terferenoe would now be hazardons; Ror when-
erer the vice-admiral assumed that air, he
lierally became comenander-inchicl: snd any
uempt to control or influence him, gnless sus.
wined by the communication of new lacty, could
ooly draw down resentment on his awn besd,
Bunting, toa, was aware that the © admiral was
thoard,” as the officers, among themseives,
osed to deseribe thiy state of thelr auperior's
mind, end was prepared to discharge hia orn
duty in the most silent and rapid manuer in his
power,  All the others present felt more oc
less of this same influence of on esnbliched
cheracter.

* Mr. Bunting,” said Sic Gervaise, when the
distance between the Plantagenct and Le Té-
mérnire, the leading French vessel, might have
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been about & league, allowing for vhe differ-
ence in the respective lines of wiliog— “ M.
Bunting, bend on the signal For the ships 0
go to quarters We muay ns well be ready b
any Lurn of the dice.™

No one dared 10 comment on this order: &
was obeyed in readiness and silenee.

 Signal eady, Sir Gervaise,” said Bulivg,
the instant the last fog was in its place

“ Rur it Up ul once, sir, and hace o bright
look-out for the answers.  Captain Greslr, g2
1o guarters, and see all clear on the maindeck,
10 use the batteries if wanted,  The people =t
stond fust below, ae I think it might be dmpes-
aus to open the ports.”

Captain Greeuly passed off the poop w the
quorler-deck, and in 2 minute the drum wnd
fife struck up the air which is koown all onx
the cirilised world ws the eall 1o eme B
most scrvices this summoos i3 made by te
drum alone, which emils sounds to which e
faney has atisched peeulinr wonds; thoe o
the soldiers of Frunce being * prend fon e =
prond fon sac — prend fon s2e,” oo bad repre
sentatives of the meaning 3 but in Englib od
American ships, this appesl o usually made 8
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smpany wilh the notes of the “ ear-piercing
e, which gives it o melody that might other-
fisc be wanting.

* Signal answered throughout the feel, Sir
Jervaise,” ssid Bonting.

Ho answer was given to this repart beyend
a quiet inclination of the head.  Afeer n mo-
ment'a pause, howerer, the vice-admir! cuened
w his signel eficer, and said —

“ 1 should think, Bunting, no caplain can
need on arder to kel bim not 1o open hiy Jee-
tower deck pors in such a sen as this 7"

4 I rather faney not, Sir Gervaise," anywered
Tarding, looking drally 2t the boiling element
that gushed up tach minute from beneath the
bottom of the ship, in & way to appear s bigh
is the hammock-cloths. *The people ab the
main-deck guns weuld Tiave rather a wet time
of i

“ Bend on the signal, sir, for the ships
wierm o keep in the siceadmiral's wake.
Young gentl " to the midship wha
almagy acted as his #id in bactle, * tell Captain

Greenly I desite 1o se¢ him 89 oon 0a he has
received wll the ceporta”

Down to the moment when the first tap of
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the drum was heard, the Plentsgroet had pre-
sented o seene of singular guiet and wnewncern,
considering the circumstances in whick she was
placed. A landsman would scarcddy erediv tha
men could be so nesr their enemies, and di-
play 30 much indiffercnce to their vicmty ; bt
this was the result of long hebil, ind & cerinim
morine instingt that wlls the sailor when woy-
thing serious i in the wind, and whe oot
The difference in the Torce of the o loets,
the heovy gale, and the wentherly posison of
the English, all conspired to nssure the oew
thet nething Jecisive could yet occur. Here
rnil therz vn officer or Bn ol seaman oight be
secn gloncing throsgh 2 pert to aspertan e
force wud position of the French ; oty oo te
whole, their fleer exeited livfe more witeation
than i’ Iying wt anchor in Cherboung, The
breakfust hour was spprosching, and gl -
porlent event monopalised the principal inteet
althe moment. The officers’ boys, in partesdarn
began to make their appearsnce around thegé-
Yer, provided, s usunl, with their pots od
dishes, and, pow and then, one cast & cardes
glance through the nearest opening to set bov
the atzangers locked { but =3 to warfare, there
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a5 smuch more the appearance of I between
he protectars of the rights of the different
nesses, than between the twe grest bellizerent
wvies themselves.

Mar was the state of things meterially differ-
e in the gun-room, or cock-pil, o on the
oflops.  Most of the people of & two-decked
ship ate berthed an the lower gun-deck, and
the order to # lea ship ™ is more necessary 1o
a wesstl of that construciion, before going to
ruarters seriously, than to samoller crall; though
it 35 usual inall.  So lang as the bags, mess-
chests, and otlier similar appliences were left
in their ordinery pasitions, Jack saw Jittle res-
son to derange himaelf; and as reports were
brooght below, from time 1o time, respecting
the wpprdach of the enemy, and more espe-
cially of his being well 1o leeward, fewr of these
whase duty i not eall them o deck tenubled
themselves about the matter st all,  This habit
of considlering his foriune a3 attached to thot of
his ship, and of regarding himself as u point on

ber mess, 49 we all lock on oursclyes as par-

teles of the orb we uccompany in its revolu-

Bong, is sufficiently general among mariners;

butit was particulnrly <o ng respects the smilors

B S
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of & fleet, who were kept so much 0 sea, and
whe bad been so often with all sors of resis,
in the presence of the enemy. The sceoe that
was passing in the pun-room sl e precoe
moment at which our tale has srricd, wee o
characteristie, in particular, as to perd m brief
deseription.

Al the idlers by this time were ool of ther
berths and cots; the signs of those who “ slepe
in the country,” a3 it 1 termed, or who wrve
obliged, for want of slate-roomy, to iliog i the
baving di 4, M-

grath wes reading ® treafise on medicze, D
good Leyden Latio, Ly & lamp. The puner
was endearouring 1o decipher his mesards
liieroghyphies, fvoured by the same lighy, md
the captain of marines wns examiniog e bk
of an aged musket. The whird and hodd
liemtenonls were belping esch ather to we
tanghe one of their Bay-ol-Hiscay reckooig,
which had set both plane and apherics] trigo-
nomelry ot defiance, by a lamp of their owe;
und the chplain wes hurrying the stewnrd sod
the boyy along with the breskfasc—his ow
oceupation af that *witching time™ in e

morming.
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While things were in this state, Lhe first lieos
ievant, Mr. Bury, appeated in the gun-room,
His werival cagsed one or two of the mess 1o
glanee upward wt bim, though no one spoke
bat the junior Jieutenunt, who, being an honour-
able, was sl his ease with every one on board,
short of the coptain.

“What's the news from deck, Bury ! asked
this officer, & youth of twenty, his senior being
amon tzn yesrs older.  # I3 Mr de Verrillin
thinking of running weay yet 7

1+ Mot he, sir; there's 1o much of the game-
cock abiout him for thar,”

W1 warrant you, he can crom ! But what
#rihe news, Bury ?"

“ The news 1s thal the old Planter iz as wet
u n washtul, forward, and I must have a
dry jacket——do you hear, there, Tom ? Sound-
ings,” lurning to the master, who just then
ame Hiy from forwenl, "“hove you tuken a look
out of doors this moming ?™

“ Yau know I seldom forget that, Br. Bury.
A prouty pickle the ship would soon be in, if £
forgot ta look ahout me!™

“ He swellowed the deep-en, down in the
bay,” cried the honoursble, lsughing, * and
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gues evoiy morning mt duylight o ek for e
vut Bt the bridle-parts.”

W, then, Seundings, what do you thiok
of the thind ship in the French line?® wotinoed
Bury, disregording the leviy of 1be yoath:
“did you ever sve such top-masts us she cwr-
vies beloee 2"

# 1 scarce ever saw & Frenchman withoot
them, Mr. Bury,  You'd have just soch sacks
in this Aect, i Sir Jarey would stand them”

“ Ay, but Sir Jarey won't stand them The
caplrin who sent such o stick up in b dip,
woutd have to throw it overbosrd before tight.
I never saw such a pole in the wir o ey B!

“What's the watter with the mast, Mn
Tury 2" put in Magzath, who kept up what ke
calted eonstant scientific skirmishes with the e
sea-officers ; the furior bring too inesperienced
in his view to be worthy of & contest. * [le
piyge the spar is moolded and Tashioned agree
ably to the most spproved pheclosphical iz
ciples ; for iw that the Freneh eortainly exerl o

U Whe ever heard of mowlding a sper?™ i
terrupted  Soundings, laughing loudly, “we
mondif boships lrome, dogter, but we lengthen
and o fon, ond serape, anad £ hee maste”
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“E'm i as usual, gemb and
voted down, [ supposs by acclamation, as they
cxll it in other learned bodies 1 would advise
no creatyre that Les p reegon to go Lo sen; an
instinect Deing all that s needed to moke o Locd
Viph Admiral of twenty tails”

1= X should like Sir Jarvy to hear thaty, my
man of books,” cried the fourth, whe had just
satisfied himself thot & Look wes not bis own

forte — I fancy your instinct, doctor, will
prevent you from whispering this in the vice-
edmiral’s car I

Although Magrath hod a profound respect
for the commander-in-chief, ke was averss to
giving Iw, in 3 gun-reom discussion.  His
answer, therefore, poriovk of the fecling of the
mement.

“ Sir Gervaise,” (ke pronounced this word
Jairvis} ' Sir CGervoise Ookes, Aonsiradie sic,”
he soid, with a sneer, < may be o good sen-
man, but be's no linpaist.  Now, there he was,
wshore omong the dead and dying, just 23 ig-
norant af the menning of Al nuling, which is
boys' Latim, &4 il he had never seen n horn-
book | Nevertheless, gentlemen, it is atience,
wd pot even the clessics, that mokes the man,
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As for m creature’s getting the sciences by io-
stinci, 1 shell contend i is aguinst the pos
sibilities, wheteas the atininment of what you
call senmanship, is emong even the lessee pro-
babilities™

“ This is the most marine-ish talk [ ever
heard from year meuth, doclor,” interropted
Soundings.  * How the dewil can & man well
how 10 wate ship by fnstinet, as you eall it T
ont imay rsk the question 2"

# Himply, Soundings, because the proees
of ratiocination is dispensed with. Do you
have to fiink in waring ship, now ? — 'l pat
it te your own honour, for the answer.”

@ Thirk | — T shiould be a poor ereature for
& wiaster, indeed, if rurel thinking were wam-
ing in 50 simple o malter 85 tacking or veering.
No — o — your tesl sea—dag has no oecasion
for thinking, when he has his work befors
him,”

« Thot 'l just be it, gentlemen ! — that Il b=
just what I'm telling ye,” cried the docter,
exulting in the surcess of bin onifice. Nt
only will Mr. Soundings not think, when he
has his ordinary duties to perform, but he holds
the process itself in merited contempt, ye’ll
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ohssitre; and so my theory is established, by
evidence of & puirty concrrmed : which is more
than & postulate logically reqoires”

Here Magrath drapped his book, and lunghed
wilh that sort of hissing soond that seems pe-
culiar 1o the genus of which be formed & pant.
He was siill indulging i bis trivmph, when
the first tap of the drum was hesrd.  All lis-
tened; cvery ear pricking like that of o deer
that hears the hound, when there followed —
¥ ryr-gp Hap — rer-r-ap lap — rfeTeap tp
E-UWP-tAD — TAp-3-12p — 3-Tap--Iap E-rap-a-tap
= a-lap-tap.”

" lustinet or reasom, Sir Jarey i going to
quarters ! excizimed the honourable. + 1°d
o nalivn we were neal énough Lo the Mone
situry, for fhat 1" '

# Now,” said Magrath, with s grinning sreer,
a8 he rose Lo descenil to the cock-pit, © there il
mey be arise xn ocension for a litle lesrning,
when I°1l promise ye all the science that can
be mustered in my unworthy knowdedge. Sound-
ings, I may have to heave the lead in the
depths of your physical formation, in which
cuse L'l just endeevour to mvoid the breakers
of ignorance.”
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@ Go to the devil, or to the cock-pit, which-
ever you please, 3ir,” answered the master;
“ | 've served in six general actions alresdry,
and hove nevar been otliped to coc of xour
kidney for so much as a bit of coun-plaster or
lint. With me, cakum answers for ooe, mzd
ennvask for the other,”

Wikle this was ssying, sll hands were in
meticn. The sea and morine officers lockmg
for their side-army, the surgeon carefully col-
lecting his Looks,” and the chaplain seiting &
dish of cold beel, that was hurriedly st npoa
a tolle, eorying it down with him 1o bis
quarters, by way of taking it out of harm's
way. v o minute, the gun-room was cleared
of all who uswally dwelt there, und their places
were supplied by the seamen whe manned 1he
theee of four thiry-two's that were mouated in
the aparimient, togeiher with their opposites
As the seaofficers, in parlicular, nppeared
amoptg the men, their faces assumed wn wir of
nuthority, ond their veiees were heard ealling
out the order 1o “ tumble up,” os they has
tened themselves to their several statione

All Whis tinse, Sir Gervaise Onkea paced the
poop.  Duntingond the quatt were in
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veadiness to hoist the new signal, and Greenly
terely waited for the reporty, to join the com-
miander-in-chiel.  In about five minutes alter
the drum had given its first lap, thess were
completed, and the captain mscended to the
poop.
¢ Ty standing on, on cor present course, Cop-
tain Greenly,” observed Sir Gervpise, anxious o
Jjustily to himsell the evolution he contemplated,
* the rear of our ling and the van of the French
will be brought within fair range of shot from
each other, sad, by an necident, we might lose
% ships since any veseel that wes erippled,
waould necewsarily sng directly down upon the
encmy. Now, 1 propese to keep away in the
Flantagenel, and just brush past the leading
French ships, st sbout the distance the War-
spite will kave to poss, und so alter the face of
meiters & litde.  What do you think would be
the -1 of such a i
“ That the van of our line and the van of the
French will be brought ws near together, as
you have just soid must Lappen o the rear, Sir
Grrvaise, in any case,”
* It does not require & mothematician to tell
(et muck, sirn. You will keep away, as soon as

//

I



*—‘-‘TTH

18 TRE TWG ADMINJLE

Dunting shows the signal, and bring the wind
e-beem. Never mind the braces; et zhew
stznd fast ; ns soot as we have passed the Freach
admiral, I shall luf aguin.  This will cause m
te lost a livle of our westherly position, bat
about that I am very indifferent.  Give de
order, rir — Dunting, run up the slgnal®

These comaands were silently obeved, wd
presendly the Plantagenct was runoing direcly
in the traughs of the seas, with quite doubl ke
I’urm:r‘\'elmily. The ather ships anseesd
prompiy, ench keeping away a1 her ool
vhend come down te the proper line of sy,
aud all complying 1o the letter with an ocder
that was very casy of execution. The efec,
besides giving every prospect of u distaot &
fhgemenl, was te sirighten the line o ooy
mathernical precisiom,

“ 3 it your whh, Sir Gervaise, that v
shonld endeavour to open qur lee lower pors™”
wshed Greenly,  * Unless we atiemp wome
thing of the soet, we shall bare nowhing besrier
dinn (he cighteena 1o depend on, should Mo
sicur de Vervillin see fit to begin,”

“ And will ke be any briter off 7—Tt woald
be next to nradness to think of fightiog be
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lower-deck gums, in such weather, and we will
keep all fast. Should the French commmence
the sport, we shall bave the advantage of being
o windward ; znd the loss of a few weather
shrouds might bring down the best mast in
their fleet.™

Greenly made no answer, though he per-
feclly understood that the loss of 4 mast would
slmost cerminly ensure the Ibss of the ship, did
one of his awn heavier spars go.  But this way
Sir Gerraise's greatest wenkness a3 & rom-
mander, ond he knew it would be useless to
sttempt perseading him to suffer a single ship
under his order te pass ke enemy neater than
be went himself in the Plantagenes.  This was
what he called covering his ships; thoupgh it
amounted 1o ne more than puttng all of them
in the jeopardy that happened to be unavoidable,
2 regarded ohe or Lwo.

The Comte de Vervillin seemed al & loss to
understand this sudilen and exirsardinory move-
meat in the van of his enemy. His signals
follnwed, and bis crews went to their guns: but
it was not mn easy rmatter for ships that pers
serered in hopging the wind o make ony
material alierations in their relative positivas
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and along the sommits of the waees, bes fac-
tened sails aiding in steadyog Ger b 2 deaey
lurches that unavoidasy meemcsmied mes o
movement.  Sill, a sa wupd cormecnady
break against her weaTer e, mrciag s
trest npward in a brlleen pofed’com, aocl wis-
ing tons of water oo the dexka Np O
raise’s munner had oo ot evon gimoe-ag
of excitemnent. When be scaxs, 2 wm 22
gentle, pleasant tone, smed o x gFruamuRs
wmight use in the society of womma, T truw
was, all his energy kad coccescaied o tie e
termingtion to do & diroeg end ; wed, 2w g 1t
unpsial w D Lhe mess resecien LA, Tl Leoswer
be approsched 1o the tresmmnacan, <f wa g
pnt, the more e mrmed @ o b Us
apuriems aids of mancer.

“The French do et opes L sower prrs,
Greenles,” ctrarved the vamwleral, doosnaing
the glecs alier ome of ba wop beas a2 te
enemy, * although they bare t2er wdecsge of
being 1o levward I takn iad b S & sigu theey
intennd nothing very serices”

“We shall koow letier S7e micntes heoce,
S Gervaise. This ship dider wivmg fiix 3
Londaon coach.”
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“ His linc is lubberly, after sll, Greenly!
Look at those two ships nstern — they are near
hatf a mile to windword of the rest of the
Aeet, andd at jeast balf ¢ mile asten.  Heyp
Greenly 77

‘I'ie caplsin turned towards the rear of the
French, amd examined the positions of the wo
ships mentioned with sufficient deliberstion s
but Sir Gervaise dropped his liead in & musing
manner, anyd Legan to pace the poop ngnin.
Onwe or twice lie stapped to logk at the roar of
the French line, then distent from liw quite s
eaguey and oy often did he resume his walk,

 Bunting," said the vice-ndmirad, mildls,
“eomu this way o motent.  Gur lust signal
was to heep in the commander-in-chief™s wke
ond tu fallow lis motions 27

oIt was, Sir Gervaisee The ol order o
flluw motions, © with or withoot signaly’ as
o might sny.”

“ Bend on the signals te close up in Ling
as uear os zale, and to carry sail by the Reg-
ship™

Ay, ny Sir Gervaise — e "I hove ‘em
brotdh upr ion five minotes, sin"

The commander-in-chiel' now even secmed
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plensed.  His physical excitement returned a
Jilke, and a gmile struggled round his Iip.  His
eye glanced a1 Greenly, to see if he were sus-
pectesd, and then all his ealmness of exterior
returned.  In the meantime the signals were
made and answered.  The latter cirenmatancs
was reported to Sir Geevalse, who cost hix eyes
down the [inc astern, pnd saw that the different
ships were sbready bracing in, and ensing off
Lbeir sheets, in arder te dimimish the spaces be-
tween the different vessels. As soon as it was
apparent that the Carnatic was drawing ahead,
Capain Gireenly was 1ald 1o lay his muin and
fore-yards nearly square, (o light up ufl bis stay-
wit sheets, and to keep away sulficiemly 1o
make every thing draw. Abkhough these or-
ders oevasioncd surprise, they were implicitly
oheyed.
The mement of meeting had now come, o
cansequenee of fraving kept away so mnch, the
. Plntogenet conld net be quite three-fourths af
& mile oo the weather-bow of L Témérarre,
coming up rapidly, and threatening a semi-trans-
serse fire. I order to prevent this, the French
ship edped off & little, giving hersell on ensier
ol more rapid movernent through the waer,
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nnd bringing her own broadside more Girly
to the shock.  This evolulion was followed by
the twe next ships, o liife pramaturely, po-
hops; Lot the sdmiral in Le Foudropmi, do-
deining to edze of from her enemy, kept her
Wi, The ships astem were govemed by e
course af their superior. This change producd
w little disorder in the van ol the French, oo
ing il greater, unless ane party or the obe
receded]l rom (he course taken. But
pressed, and the Lo feels were closing so bel
s 1o induce other thoughts.

“ There s lobberly work for you, Greealy®
satl Bir Grervaise, smiling. " A commangdera-
chiel headed up with the bowlines dragged, ud
his ¢econd and third aliead — not to say kenh
— running off witly the wind abenm | Now, i
we can knock the Comte off & coupla of peizn,
i passing, el Lie fellows astern will follow, ad
the Wursjrite aud Blenkein and Thunderer vl
slip Ly Like girls in & country-dance! Sead
Hury dawn ¢ e mein-deck, with ceden 2
b rendy with dhose cighteens™

Greenly obeyed, of course; nnd he begin o
think better of wudacily in noval warfare, then b
had dune befure, that dmy,  This was the ol
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wrse of things with these two officers; one
rguing nnd detiding seeording to the dicles
I a cool Judgment, 2nd the ouier following bis
ospulses guite as much as anylhing else, undil
icts supervened to prove tist buman things
are ns much e Hed by adveutin 3

the results of remote and unseen causes, as by
sny well=digesied plans laid at the moment. In
their coaler hours, when they came to reason on
the past, the vice-admiral generally comsum-
shated his triumphs, by reminding his ¢apisin
that if b had ot been in the woy of luek, he
never could have profited by it; ne Uad ereed
fac a neval officer, who is ctherwize prudent
sud vigilane
The quarter-tosters of the fleet were just
striking aix bells, or preclsiming that it wes
seven o'clock i the morning watch, we the
Plantagenet and Le Fimérafre came abeam
of each other. Both ships lurched beavily in
the troughs of the seas, sud Lol rolled
windward in stately majesty, and yeu bah slid
through the brioe with & momentum that re-
wmbled the impercepuible motion of a planet.
The water rolled back from their Llack sides and
thising hammock-claths, and all the siber dark

oL in. c
-
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penoply that distinguishes a ship of war glistened
with the spray; but no sign of hostility pro-
ceeded from either. The French admiral made
no signal to engage, and Sir Gerraise had me-
sons of his own for =ighing to pass the enemy’s
wan, if possible, onnoticed,  BMinute passed pher
minute in breathless silence, on board the
Plentagenet and the Carnatie, . the latter veasd
being now bul hall u ¢able’s length astem of the
admital. Ewvery eye that had any cutle for
such & purpose, was riveled on the main-ded
porta af Le Timéraire, in expectation of sesing
the fire issne from her puns.  Each instent
however, Tessened the chonees, as regavded tha
particalar vessel, which was soon out of the line o
fire from the Plontagenet, when Lhe same scene
was Lo follow with the same result, in connection
with L Omguerar, the sccond ship of the
French line.  Sir Gervaise smiled a5 he pacsod
the three first ships, seemingly unnoticed ; bat
s he drew nearer w 1he ndmiral, he felt conf-
dent this impunity must cesse

* What they mean by it all, Greenly," be
observed to his companion, 4<j3 more than [
can sy but we will go nearer, and try to find
aut.  Keep her awey o little more, sir; kep
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ber away half a point” Greenly was not dis-
posed to remonsirate now, for his prudent tem-
perament was yielding to the excitement of the
mowment, just reversing the traits of Sir Ger-
vuise’s character — the one losing his extreme
diseretion in feeling, 85 the other gnined by the
presaure of circumsiances, The helm was eased
2 liitle, and the ship sheered nesrer o Le
Foudrayant.

As ts usual in sll services, the French com-
oiencler-in-chief was i one of the best vessels
of his feet. Nol only was the Foudroyont a
heary ship, carrying French forty-twos Lelaw,
1 gireamstance that made her rate 23 an eighty,
but like the Plantsgenet, she was one of Lhe
fastest ond most weatherly vessel of her clast
kngwn, By “hugging the wind,” this noble
ressel had got, by this tinve, materially to wind-
ward of her secand mod third shead, and had
i d ber di ially from her sup-
ports astero.  In & word, she was far from
being in a position to be snaained ay she oughe
to be, unlese she edged off herself, a movement
that no one on board her ecemed to contem-
plate.

" He's a noble fellow, Greenly, that Comie

c 2
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de Vervillin '™ murmured 5 Geras, @0
tone of mdmiration, “and 5o have I abreys fonsd
klm, aod 3o have § always reporfed bim, wo!
The fools abaut the Guzettes, and the keure
shaut the offices, may splotier as they will—
M. de Vervillin would give them plenty of =
cupation were they Aere. I quesioo i b
wmean to keep off in the least, bot it o
holding every inch ke can gain.”

The nexl mament, bowevet, muséel 5
CGorvoite that he won mistaken in his lss ox-
jectute, the bows of the Foultogant gredaly
fulling off, until the line of her larboard puoe
ibore, when she made a general dischanyge of de
whele of them, with the exception of thow o
the loser deck.  The Plantagenets waiied sl
the ship rose on & sea, wnd then Lhey reiorod
the compliment in the ssme manner. The (o~
natic's side showed ¢ sheet of fame imm-
dintoly nfter; and the Achilles, Lord Morge,
ivfling briskly ta the wind, 16 &s o briog br
guns to beat, followed vp the game, Jike Aobes
of Hghining, Al three of these whips hed &
rected their fire at Le Foudroyant, and the
smoke had moL yel driven from wmoeg ber
spars, when Sir Gervaise perceired tha o
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wee of her wopmasts were hanging to leeward.
e ihis sight Greenly fairly sprang lrom the
leek, and gave three cheers.  The men below
aught up the cry, even to those who were, in
manner, buried on the lower deck, and pre-
sently, spite of the gale, the Carnatic’s were
heard following their example astern. AL this
instant the whole French end English lines
opeaed their fire, from ven to reary as fr e
their guns would bear, or the shot tell,

% Noaw, sit, now is our time to close with De
Werrillin 1" exelaimed Greenly, the instant he
pereeived che manner in which his ship was
srippled.  * In aur close order we might bope
to make a thorough wreck of him.”

“ Not so, Greenly,” returaed Sir Gervaise,
wlely, You see he edges wway already, and
will be down among his other slips in five
minutes; we should have n general action with
twice wur force. What is done, is welf done,
snd we will bet it stand, It is someshing to lave

dumnsted the enemy’s commander-in-chiel; do
¥ou ook to it that the enemy don't do the same
with ours, I heard shot caitling aloft, and
wiery thing now benca o Rard steain

Greenly went o lock alter his doty, while



-1 THE TWG ADMIEALL

Sir Gervaise continued 10 pace the poop. The
whole of Le Fowdroyunt's fire bad been &
rected at the Mantagenet, but se rovgh w the
grezn Lhat nol & shat touched the byl A ok
injury had been donc alofi, but nothing Lkt te
ready skill af the seanien was oot able W e,
even in that sough weather.  The fad &, most
of the thol hod touched the waves, and bl
flomn off from their rarying surfoces of evey
sngle that offered.  One of the pecrety dul
Sir Gervaise had tught his capisine wus »
avoil hitting the surlre of the sea, & put
ble, unless that surface was reasonably ook,
end the oljeet intended 1o be injored we
near at hand, Then the French sdminl r-
ceived the fryf fire — atways the most detrme-
tive-— of thrge fresh vessels, and bis e
were in proporlion.

The scene was now enimated, and Dot i
out 8 wild mgoificence. The gale contipmd
as hewvy a3 ever, andd with tbe raging of te
ocean and the howling of the winds, misgl
the roar of aniillery, and the smeky cancpy o
battle. Sl the destruction on neither s
bare any proportion w the graodear of e x-
cowpaniments; the distance nod the anstesd
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wam of the ships preventing much accuracy of
dr. Do that day, o large two-deckad ship
never carried heavier mel then so eighleen
ehave her Jower batteries; and this gun, effici-
ent B3 it i on most o¢rasions, does not briug
wiah W the feadul destruction that wiiends o
mare modern broadside. There was a good deal
of noise, notwithstunding, and seme blood shed
s passing ; but, on the whole, when the War-
spite, the last of the English ships, ceased her
Gre, on account of the distence of the eoemy
abreast of ber, it would have been diffeult 1w
tell that any vessel but Le Foudrayant bad been
deiog morc than saluting. At Lhis [nstant
Greenly re-nppeared on the poop, bis own ship
huring ceased to fire for several minutes.

“ Well, Greenly, the main-deck guns sre nt
least scaled,” soid Sic Gervaise, smiling; * and
that s ot 1o be danc over apin for some time,
You kecp every thing ready in the batteries,
Loy 7"

“\We are all ready, Sic Gervaise, but there
it vothing to be done. It would be useless to
waste qur ammunition at ships quite twa miles
under our Jee”

“Very true—very Lrue, sir.  Bul aff the
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Frenchmen are not quile so far Lo lerward,
Greenly, a3 you may sec by locking dhead
Yonder two, at least, are poi absclotdy om of
harm’s way "

Greenly wimed, gazed an instant in the dirm-
tion in which the commander-invchiel poiod,
and then the trath of what Sir Gervaise bad rafir
in wiew in kewping away fashed oo his mnd
as it might be, ut & glance.  Without =mrngs
word, he immediately quitied the poop, wd
descending even to the lower deck, padd
throngh the whole of his balteries, gicing 48
orders, and examining theic condition.
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CHAP, 1L

By Hoaven] it is o splendid sight eo ser,

{¥or onc sbo bath no ficed, o brother thern,)

Their rival warfs of mized embroidery —

Their vuricun wrms that glitker in the air!
Chelde Iiarodd.

Tne litde conflict between the English shipa
and the hesd of the French line, the evolutions
lhal hed grown out of i, the crippling of Le
Faudroyant, and the conti of the gole,

ibuted to produce material chunges in the
rélative positions of the two Aeets.  All the
English vessels kept their suiions with Lenntiful
stcuracy, stll ronning (o the southwand in &
tone line aheud, having the wind & tifle abafi
the bearr, with their yords braced in.  Under
the cireumatances, it needed bul some seven or
tight minutes for these ships 10 glide o mile
through the troubled ocean, wrid this wis about
the period the ot exposed of them 8l had
been under the eandom and stow fire thal the
stare of the weather permived.  The wrifling

(-3
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damoges sustaized were aiready repired, orim
& wny toon to be s, On the other band, oo
sidetuble disorder prevailed among the Fros
Their line had never been perfed, rxwadag
quite n lesguc; u few of the leadimg touds,
or those nesr the commanderinchiel, st
ing each other as well as could be devimd
while long intervals existed betwern the ship
astern, Among the latter, ton, v bas bem
stuted, some were much farther to windwud
than the athers; as icregolarity that proceskd
from & desire of the comte 1o Juf up » oar
possible to the enemy— a desire, which, pos-
tised om, necessarily threw the least woubel)
vessels 1o |eeward, Thus the two ships mibe
cxtreme rear, ms has been binted ab slrodn
being jammed up unusually hmed upen te
wind, had weathersd materially oo thelr coowors,
while their way through the water had bea
praportionably less. Tt was these combiel
cirgumstances which brought them so far aed
and 1y windward.

A the time Sir Gervaise pointed oul thar
positions o Greealy, Lthe two vessels just ms-
tioned were quite Lall & mife o the sestmundol
their nearest consort, and more thaz thu &
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anca to the h l. Whenitis bered
‘hat the wind was nescdy due west, and that ali
e Freoch veusly, these twe exceplad, were
steering narth, the relative pasitions of the Later
will be uodentood. Le Foudroyant, too, had
kept away, afler the loss of her top-masts, until
faizly in the wake of the ships shead of her, in
her own line, wnd, 1s the vessels had been run
ning off with the wind abeam, for several
minutes, this manmurre threw the French atdl
{arther to leeward. To make the matter worse,
Jjutt a3 the Warapite drew out of Lhe range of
¢hol from the French, ML de Vervillin aliowed
u signat ut the end of hin gaff;, for his whole
Beet 10 ware in succession; mi arder which,
while it certuinly hed o gallant semblance, as
it was Lringing his vessels round co the same
tack as his enemy, and looked like n drfiance,
wus singulorly adopted w ing 1o the latler
all the advantage of the wind they bad lost Ly
keeping awny. A1 it was necemary o Loke
room to execute Lhis evolution, in order to clear
the ships that were now crowded in the van,
whtn Le T méraire came to the wind again on
the surboard tack, whe was fully Lalf & mile 12
keeward of the admiral, who had just pul hia
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belm up.  As a matter of course, in order ©
form snew, with the heads of the ships to e
soutlward, each vessel had to get inw ber
beader's wake, which would be virtuslly throw-
ing the whale French line, again, two miles to
leeward of the English. Neverthelews, the
stragglers in the rear of the Frencl continued
ta bug the wind, with a periinacity that denoted
a resolution to have & brush with their enemies
in passing.  The vessels were Le Seipion and
La Victoire, each of seveaty-four gyns. The
Brit of these hips was commanded by = young
man of very ittle professional experience, lut
of high court influence; while the second Lada
capuin who, like old PParker, had worked hit
way Up to his present station, through grest
difficulties, and by dior of bard koocks and
harder work, Unfortunately the Grst ranked,
and the humble capitaine de fréigate, placed by
aceident in tommand of a ship of the line, 4id
not dare to desert a ¢apitaine de vaissean, wha
had o due for an elder brother, and callad him-
sell eomte. There was, perhaps, a redeeming
gallantry in the spirit which determined the
Comte de Chélincourtt to incur the risk of past-
ing s uear six vessels with only two, that might
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hrow a vel aver the indiscretion; more espo-
cinliy as his own flect was near cnough to sip-
vt him in the event of any disasier, and it wos
certainly possible Lhat the loss of » material
spar on boerd either of his foes might induce
the caprure of the vessel. At ail events, thus
rensoned ML de Chilincourt, who continged
woldly on, with hiz larboard tacks aboard, al-
ways hugging the wind, cven aflter the Tiémd-
raire wes round; and M. Comptant chose 10
follow him in La Vietoire, The Plamtagenet,
by this time, being not a mile distant from the
Scipio, coming on wilh stesdy velocity, Lhess
nkentions and circamstances created every hu-
eian probability that ghe would soon be passing
her wenther beam, within a quarter of & mile,
and, quently, that & de, fur more
serious than what hed yer occcurred, must
foltow.  The lew intervening minues gave Sir
Gervaise Gime to Uhrow a glance around him,
and o come Lo his final decision.

The English feet was never in better line
than at that pregise momenl. The ships were
us tlese to cach other 23 comparted with safety,
wnll erery thing sieod and drew as in the wrale
winds, The leading French vessels were woring




38 THE TWO ADMIBALL

and increasing their distance to leeward, and &
woull require a0 hour for them 1o get wp e
enough to be st all dangerous in soch weather,
while all the rest were following, regurdies of
the two that costinued their Wl The Chiee
had slrendy mot round, snd, hugging the wind,
wis setuglly coming up to windward of ber owa
Yine, though under w press of canvass tha nardy
buried her. The Active nid Driser were in
their stations, »s usual; one on the westhe
beam, andd ke other ou the weather how : while
the Druid bed got so niear us to show ber bal,
closing fast with square yards.

* That is either a very bold, or a very ob-
stinate fellow ; be, who commands the two sbips
shead of us," gluerved Greenly, as be Hood 8
the vire-ndmiral'n side, end just my the luger
terminnted Iis sutvey. @ WWhat abject can b
possibly have in braving three times bis fome
in n gole like this?"

“I0 it were oo Englishman, Greenly, =
should call Bim » bero ! By taking & mast oat
of one of up he might cause the loss of e
ship, or compel us to engag double oo Rurce.
Do wek blzme him, but belp me, riher, 1o db-
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appeint bz, Now, lisien, and see ol done im-
mediately."”

Sir Gervsise then expluined to the eapsin

what hia intentiona really were; first ordering,
bimself (o very wnusual course for nne of his
bialsits), the first liegtenant, to keep the ship off
as much ns practicable, without seeming ta wish
to do so; but, as the orders wifl be exploined
incidentully, in the course of the narvative, it ia
not necessary to give them here. Greenly then
went below, Jeaving Sir Gervaise, Bunting, and
their musiliaries, in possession of the poop. A
private signal had been ben: on some little time,
and it was now hoisted,  In aboul five mingtes
it was rend, understocd, and answered by oli the
ships of the fMleet. Sir Gervaise rubbed his
hands like a mun who was delighted, aod he
beckoned to Hury, who hed the trumpet oo the
guarter-deck, to join him on the poop.

#1id Captain Greenly let you into aur plot,
Burg,” asked the vice-admiral, in high goud-
humour, as soon as abeyed. ¢ T saw he spoke
to you in going below 77

w1l only told me, Sir Gervaise, to edpe
dowo upon the Frenchmen as close ns I could ;
e this we are doing, I think, ws fast as moun-
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sheer " — Bury was an Angle. Gallican—% =ill
at all like."

e Ahl there old Parker sheery bravely 1
leewardi Trust to him to be in the right
place. The Carnatic weu fifty fathoms out o
the ling at that one twist, The Thundeter ond
Warspile too!  Never was a signal more beau-
ufully obeyed. I the Frenchmen don't take
the alamn  now, everything will be 1w oar
minds.”

Tiy this time, Bury Legan to undersiand the
maneyuvre.  Each alieroate ship of the English
was sheering fast to lseward, forming a weather
and o lee line, with jncrensed imervals beiween
the vessels, while all of them were edging o
pilly away, soas greatly to nenr the egemy. Tt
was apparent now, indeed, that the Planagene
herself wust pass within o hupdred fathoms of
the Scipio, and that in less than two minumes
The delay il issving the orders for this evolu-
Lion was in favour of its auccess, inasmoch ns it
did not give the enemy time for deliberation
The Comte de Chélincourt, in faet, did not de
iect it; or, 8t least, did not foresee the conse
quences§ though both were quite apparent 12
the nare experienced capifaite de frégate aslem
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I owas (oo late, or the latter would have sig-
nulled Tis superior to put him on his guoed
but, as things were, there remained no altertia-
Gve, apparently, but to run the gountlet, and
trust all to the chances of battle.

In & moment like thut we ere deseribing,
events occur much more repidly than they can
be related.  The Plantagenet was now within
pistel-shat of L& Seipion, eml on her weather-
bow. At that precise instant, when the Low-
guns, on bath sides, began 1o play, the Cornatic,
then, nearly in 2 line with the enemy, moden
rank sheer to leeward, and drove on, cpening
in the very act with her weather-bow guns. The
Thunderer and Warspite imitated this ma-
oweuvre, Jeaving the Frenchman the cheerless
prospect of being attacked en both sides. It is
ot to be concealed that M. de Chélincourt was
considerably disturbed by this sudden ehnnge in
bis situation. That which, an instant before,
had the prospect of being a chivalrous, but ex-
wemely hazardous, pessage in front of & fur-
midable enemy, now began to essume the
ippeartunce of something very like destroction.
It was too late, howerer, to remedy the evil, and
the young Comts, as brave o man es existed,
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determined w face it manfully. He bad
time to uier & fer cheering statiments,
dramatic marmer, t thode on Lthe
when the English fsg-ship came s
in & cloud of smake, sod & blaze of Ao
own boadside was nobly returned, of as
of it ss the weather permitied, but the
botl discharges was siill driving
mpsts, when the dark homper of the
glided oty the drifting canopry, which was
te whirl back on the devoted Frenc
amwther wrrent of Asme  Three tines was
feaelul sssault repewed on the Scipie, a internb
of obout o minute, the iron hurricane firit come
ing from w wikdward, ard then secming lnle
driven back from to lzewsrd, a5 by its owe =
bound, leuving o bresthing Lime 1o met i
The effter wes completely to silence her om
five; for what between Uve power of the rigeg
und the d son, of the wboy, 8
specivs of wild and biood-fraught confusion wek
the place of sysiem and onder.  Her dedy
wete covered with killed and wounded, umong
the lutter af whom wes the Count de Chélinown,
while orders were given sod countermanded o
o woy to render thern useless, il oot incoheress
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From the Lime when the Plantagenet fired her
first pun, o lhat when the Warspite fired her
last, was just five minutes by the watch. It
seemed en hour to the French, and but & me-
menl to their enemies.  One hundred snd
dghly-two roen snd boys were included in the
casupltics of thase teeming moments en board
the Scipion elone; snd when that ship issued
slowly from the scene of havoc, more by the
velacity of her assailents in passing than by her
own, the foremnst wos gl that stood, the re-
mainder of her spars dragging under her lee.
To cul the last adrift, and to run off nearly be-
fare the wind, in order Lo save the spars forward,
ad o get within the cover of her own flest,
was all that could now be dooe. It may ns well
be said here that these twa objects were el-
fected.

The Flantagenet had received damage from
the firc of her opponent  Some Len or Ffteen
men were killed and wounded; her main 1op-
uil was split by 2 shot, from clew to saring;
ooe of the quarter-masters wes cartied from the
poap, literslly dragged overbeard by the sinews
that connected head mnd Lody s and several of
the xpars, with n good deal of rigging, required
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1o be looked o, onaccount ofinjunics.  Bul ca
one thought of these things, except a1 ther were
conaected with present ond pressing doties. Sir
Gervaise gat u sight of La Victsire, some baoe
dred end twenty fathoms shead, just as the row
of the Carnetic's guny was rushiog opoo b
tars, The French coromander saw and amder-
stowd the extreme jeopardy of his consort, wad
he had siready put his helm hard up.

*% Siarbpard — starboard hard, Bury §= show-
ed Sir Gervaise fram the poop. % Damp him,
run him sboard, il he dere hold oo Jeag
envugl to meet us”

The lieutenant signed with his hand tha: te
order was understood, and the helm being pat
upy the ship went whiding off to Jeeward oo tbe
summit of & hill af foam. A cheer wus baad
struggling in Uie tempest, and glancing oret bs
teft shuoulder, Sie Gercaise perecived the Car
natic shooting out of the smoke, and imitsting
his onn movement, by making snother and s
ranker sheer to leeward. At the tame momett
she set lier moinsail close-reefed, wa if deter-
mined 1o eusstrip ber antagenist, and maisti
her siativn.  Noms but a prime seaman coukd
bave done such a thing so sleadily and so uel,



THE TWQ ADMIRALS. 45

in the middst of the wild heste and conlusion of
such o scene.  Sir Gervaise, now not o hundred
sueds from the Carnatic, waved high his hat in
exultation and praise; am! old Parker, alone an
his own poop, bared his grey hairs in ecknow-
Iedgment of the compliment.  &l1 this time the
two ships drove madly ahead, while the crash
and roar of the battle was heard sstern.

The remsining Frepch ship was well and
nimbly handled.  As she came round she on-
aroidably sheered towards her enemies, and Siv
Gervaise found it necessary to countermand his
Last order, and o come swiltly up to the wind,
both 1o avoid her raking broadside, and 1o pre-
Tent rubhing inte his own consorl.  But the
Camatic, having a little more room, first kept
aff, and then ceme ta the wind again, as soon
a6 the Frenchmion had fired, in a way to compel
him to hewl up en the ather tack, or 1o fall
birly eboacd.  Almost et the same instant, the
Plantagenet closed on his weather quarter and
reked.  Parker had got abeam, and pressing
wiarer, he compelled La Vicloire 1o havl her
Lowlines, bringing her completely Letween two
Bres.  Spar wenl after spar, and being lefi with
nething standing but the lower masts, the Plan-
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wgenet ond Cammatic could not prevent theo-
selves from pussing their victim, though esch
shortened sail} the first being already withowt
& topsail. Their ploces, bowerer, were imou-
dintely supplied by the Achilles and e Thes-
derer, both ships having hauled dewn ther
staysails to lessen thrir way,  As the Blenbom
and \Worspite were quite near astern, and -
eighteen pound shot had closed the earhly
career of the poor eapricine de _frépate, bis me
cessor it commend deemed it prodent to fows
his #nsign; after o resistance that, in s den-
ton, wos unequel to the promise of it com-
mencement.  3til) the ship had sufferad e
rially, ond had Bity of ber trew smooy de
cpsualties.  OF course this submission lermi-
noteid the combat, for the mpnient.

Eir Gervoise Oukes had aow leisure, sod, o
Lhe sinoke sonn cleared before the gale, oppos
ity 1 loak about him.  Maost of the Freod
ships had got round ; but, besides being quite
on far pstern, when thep should gey op abae,
supposing himscll 1o cemais where he was, tey
would Le at very long pun.shat dead 1o ja-
ward. ‘Fe remain where he wes, howere,
formed no part of his plan, for he was &y
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esolved to meintain ell his advantages, The
reat cdifficully mas to tzhe possession of his
arize, the sen running wo high as to render it
juestionable if a beat would live.  Lord Mor-
grnic, however, was just of an aga ond a tem-
perament o bring thet question to a speedy
issue.  Being on the wenther beam of La Yic-
toire, as her Aag came down, he ordered hix
own: first licutenant into the targer cutter, and
putting hell-s-dozen marines, with the proper
trew, into the bost, it was soon seen dangling
in the mit over the celdron of the ocenn; the
onre on-end. Teo lower, let go, and unhook,
were (the wcts of an instant; the oers fell, and
the boat was awepl away to leeward. A com-
mander's commigsion depended on his suceess,
wng Daly made desperate efforts to obusin it
The prire offered = lee, and the French, with
t tslional benevolence, tourtesy, and mag-
sucimity, thot would scarcely have been imi-
tited had matters been heversed, threw ropes
tw their comyuerors, (o help to rescoe them
from u verg awkward dilemma.  The men did
secend in getting into the prize; but the bost,
in the end, was move and lost
The mppearance of Lhe red fing of England,
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token with twemy men, the extemt of Dalr
command ; and be bad recoore o the ase
sistance of his enemics A grod-ratared Bace
tious Irishman, himself with = smatering of
French, he soon goo forty or fifiy of the pri-
soners in a safficient homoos to lend ther aid,
end the saif was set, thoogh noc without grest
rigk of its splitting. From this Lz
Victoire was better off, a1 respecied the gale
and keeping a westberly position, than any of
the English ships; inasmuch as she could carry
all the canvass the wind permitted, while she

wis relieved from the deifi inseparable from
much hamper aloft The effect, indeed, was
wisible in the first hour, 10 Dals's great delight
md exuluation. At the end of that period, he
found himsell goite » cable’s length to wind-
ward of the ling, and this simply because he
bod not made the customary set to leeward.
But in relating this Tast particular, events have
breen a Yittle amticipated.

Greenly, who bad gone below (o attend to
the batieries, which were not worked without
grest difficulty in 5o heavy a sea, and ta be in
readiness Lo open the lower ports should ocen-
sion offer, re-appeared on deck just as the

SOL, 11 o
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commander-in-chiel showed the signal for the
ships to follaw bis own motions.  The fine was
soon formed, a3 mentiencd, and sre long Bt
became apparent that the prize could easily
keep in her station,  As mest of the day was
still helore him, Sir Gervaise had livle doubt
of being able te secure the latter, ere night
should come (o render it indispensable,

The vice-admiral and his captain shook hands
cordizily an the poop, and the frmer pointat
ot 1o the latter, with honest exultation, the
result of his own bold mancruvres,

“ We’se clipped the wings of twa of them,”
added Sir Gervaise, “and have fairly bagged
n thitd, my good friend; and, God wiiling:
when Dluewater joing, there will not be muck
difficulty with the remsinder. I emaonot s
that an¥ of aur vessels have suffered much, aod
I st them oll down as sound. There's hetn
time for n signal of inability, that curse tom
arlmiral’s evalutions, but no one seems disposd
ta make it. I we really escupe that nuisancs,
it will be the first instance in my life!”

“ Half-a-lozen yerds may be crippled, and
no one the warse for ity in this heavy weather
Were we under a press of canvass, it would I®
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& different matter; but now, so long as the
main sticks stand, we shall probebly do well
¢toough.  F can find no injury in my own ship
that may not be Temedied at sen.’”

“ And sbe has had the worst ol it. "Twasa
decided thing, Greenly, to engage such an odds
in w gale; but we owe our sucecess, most pro-
bebly, to the eudecity of the mitack. Had the
eawmy believed [t possible, i is probable he
woull have (rustrated it.  Welf, Master Gal-
leggo, | 'm glad to see pou unhurt! What is
Tour pleasure 7"

“ Why, Sir Jarey, 1've two opportunities, ss
4 bady might say, on the poup, just now. One
is 10 shake hands, as we always does w'ter
brugh, you knows, sit, snd to look a'ter each
ather’s health; and the other is 1o report a mis-
fortio that will bear hard oo this day's dinner.
You see, Sir Jarvy, I had the Jead poultry
slung in & met, over the live stock, to be out of
barm's way; well, sir, a shol cut the lanyard,
and let all the chickens down by the rum, in
angng the pun-room grunters; and as they
newer half feeds them henimals, there isn't ns
moch left of the birds as would make = meal

far a sick young gentlemnn.  To my notion, noe
o2
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one ought Lo Aave lire stock but the oom.
manders-in-chiel”

w Ty the deril with you wod the sock!
Give me o shake of the hand, and back o
your lop —how came you, sity to quit yow
quarters without teave 7"

u [ dide't, Sir Jerey. Seeing how g
wns @ going on amang the pigs, for oot up
hoverlouks the awful scene, L nxed the yoong
gentleman o let me come down 1o condale
will your bonour; and wy they whways les me
do as 1 axes, in ruch matters, why down T
came.  We has had one rattler in s oar op,
howsever, that came nigh to clear us all o
an wi”

o 15 noy eper injured 7 asked Sir Gernie,
quickly. 4 This must e Jocked 10—k
Greenly 7"

“ Not 1o signify, your honour ; oot to ¢
vify. Qo of them French eightecns abaxnd
tie prize just cocked ity nase upy B the dip
Jurched, and tet By a Tound s snd o grist d
grope, right into our faces, 1 sed it conig
and sunyg ool *scatdings ;' wnd e will I
Jid. We all ducked in time, and the rood
‘un cleored every thing, but & handful of e
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wrbles are planted in the head of the mast,
saking the spar look like a plum pudding, oc &
ellow with the small-pox.”

¢ Enough of this, You mre exeused from
Trurning Lo the top ; —end, Greenly, beat the
retrent.  Bonting, show the signol for the re-
treat from quariers.  Let the ships pipe to
breaklast, il they will.”

This order affords a fair picture of the
strange admixiure of feelings and employments
that charocterise the ordiery life of a ship.
At one moment, its inmates hod themselves en-
gaged in soenes of wild magnificence and fierce
tonfusion, while at the next they revert to the
mest familiar duties of humanity, The crewa
of the whole fect pow retired fram the guns,
and irinediately afier they were seated wround
their kids, indulging ravenously in the food for
which the exercise of the morning had given
kren appetives.  Still here wos samething of
the sternness of battle in the merriment of this
mael, moal the few jokes that passed were seas
saned with o biterness that is not usual among

the light-hearied followers of the sea.  1lere

sed there, & mess-male wos migsed, and the
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vacaney produced some quaint and even pm-
thetic allusion to his habils, or 10 the manser
in which he met bis death; weamen ooally
trenting the raveges of this great enemy of te
race, afier the blow has been struck, with m
much splemnity snd even tenderness, ax they
regard iz approaches with lewity, 1o is whea
spared themselves, that they most regand the
destruction of baide. A man's standing mn
slip, 100, carries great weight with it ot mch
timies; the toss of the qusrler-roaster, in par-
ticulor, being much regretied in the Plomo
genet.  ‘This man messed with n portion of de
petty officers, a set of men eltopether more
theughtful aod grave that the body of ke
crew; ond who mel, when they assemblat
arcand their mess-chest that merning, with »
sobriety end even sternness of mien, tw
showed how much in the mapagement of th
vessel had depended oo their individual ex
tions, Several minutes elapsed in the par
ticuiar mess of the dead map, before s worg
was spoken ; all eating with appeiites thal wee
of proof, but no one bLreaking the silence. A
tength an ol¢ querter-gunner, nzmed Tow
Spange, who generally led Lhe discourse, mid,
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in & sort of hellinguiring, hallregreaing
-y, —

1 auppose there is no grest use in asking
why Jack Glasss spoon is idle, this morning.
They sayr, them forecastle chaps, Lhat they
swee'd his bady streaming oul aver the starboard
quarter, as if it hal been the By of one of his
own ensigos, Haw was it, Ned? you was
thereaway, and ought to know all ebout it.”

“Te be aure | does,” said Ned, who was
Buntings remaining sssistant. ¢ 1 e there,
85 §ou says, 6nd see’d ss much of it e & man
can see¢ of what passes between a poor fellow
aod & shot, when they comes tagether, and that
ot in & very loving manner, It happensd just
28 we cowe up on the weather beam af that
Brst chap —him os w# winged so handsomely
wmong us.  Well, Sir Jarvy had clapped 2
stopper on the signals, seeing as we had got
Lklyinto the smoke, and Jack end T wes a look-
ing about us for the muskets, nat knowing but
2 chance might tumn wp 1o chuck a litde lead
ints some of the parly-woos ; and so says Jack,
says he, < Ned, you's got my musket ;" — (as [
hady sute enough) — end says he, * Ned, yau's
got oy musicet; but no matter artet all, as
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they're much of a muchness! So when be'd
suid this, ke lets fly; but whether he hit acy
Lody, is more theo [ ean eay, 10 he o5, "I was
likely = Frenchmar, as he shot that-s-wzyp
' Now,” saya Jack, says he, " Ned, ms this &
your musket, you cen load ity sad hersd ovor
mine, ard I'l! sheet home anather of the b—a
Well, at that moment the Freochman lified
focard av w heavy swell, and let drive ar wg
with all his furecnstle gung, Bred as it mighs be
with one priming—'"

““That was bad guorery,” prowled Tom
Sponge, “ es it recks & ship woundily.”

“Yes, they'se no judgment in ships in genernl.
Woell, them French twelves are spitchal gons ;
antd a fitdle alore they fred, it seemed 1o me I
heard something give Jack a rap on the cheek,
that seunded a3 iF o fellow's ear was boxed with
a chop of thunder, I lavked up, snd there wa
Juck streaming out ke the By of the ensign,
ligad farvymast, with the body Lowing after je¢ by
strings in the neck.”

w1 thunght when o fellow's head was shog
of,” pul in spother quaner-master ramed HBen
Bareel, * that the body was left in the ship
while anly the truck went £
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“ That comes of not seing ther tings, Ben,™
cjoined the eyewitness. A fllow’s head is
ayed n i berth just like a ships mest
Chere's for'ard ond back-stays, and shrouds,
M s ooe as aboard here; the only diference is
WAt the lanyerds are a linde looser, so as to
give a man more play for bis head, than it might
e safe to give to a most.  When a fullow inakes
wbow, why he only comes up e litte aft, and
bowses o the fore-stey, ond now and then you
Felly in with a chap et is stayed sltogether 1oo
far fur'srd, or whe's got & list perhnps from
baving the shrouds set up 100 Lt 1o porly ot
1o sarhaard.

* Thatsoundy Liley"™ putin the quart
puoner, gravely; " I've seen such droggers
wysell’”

HM youd been on the poop i Liaue or two
ugo, you 'd he' seen more on it! Now, there's
all cur morines, their back-stays have had a
fresh pull since they were launched, and, as fur
their caplain, I'll warrant you, ke had a lof
open luff 1™ )

“1've heard the catpenter overhauling them
waggers,” remarked Sam Wad, anotlier quancr-
gunner, “and he chatked it all out by the

[0
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square and compass Lt sects  ressooshble
wo.”

IF you'd seen Jack's besd drmgping hb
Lody overboard, just like the Frenchman drag
ging his wreck under bis lee, you'd ha” thoagdl
it rensonable.  What's & fellow’s shoalders R,
but to give & spread to bis shrouds, shich lesd
down the neck, and are set up onder the arms
somewhere.  They soys o preat deal abowut the
hearty and I reckons it’s likely every thing &
key'd thera"

“ 1learkee, Ned," observad a quarter-rmaster,
wha knew litle more thon the mesa generally,
“if what you say ia irue, why dan't these shroods
fewd straight from the head to the shoalders,
instead of Being all tucked up under & skon im
the neck 7 Anawer me that, now.”

4 Who the deril ever saw o ship’s shroods
thet wasn't cat-harpeoed in?” exclimed Ned,
with some heat. " A preny hand a wife would
raake of i, in putting her arms around = fellow's
neck i the rigging spread io the way you meas !
Them things is ol settled acvordin' %o rrasca
when & chap's keel's laid.”

Thig last nrgument seemed to dispose of the
malter, the discourse graduslly turning o, sod
confining el 1o the merits of the deceased.
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Bir Gervaise had directed Galleygo to pre-
pare his Dreakfast oy won a3 the people were
piped to their own; but he was il detained
oo deck in comsequence of a movement in one
of his wvessels, to which it has new become
uwecessary more particularly to recur,

The appearaoce of the Druid Lo the morth-
ward, early in the morning, will doubtless be
remembered by the readar. When near encugh
te have it mad= out, this frigate had shown ber
oumber ; after which she rested satisfied with
carryiny sall much herder than any vessel ia

sight.  When the fleets engagell, she made an
effort to set the fore-lop-safl close-reafed, but
several of the evitics in the other ships, who
occasionnlly noticed ber movements, fanciad
that some accident must have belallen her, as
the canvass was scon taken in, and she appesred.
Jisposed o remuin content with the sail car
ried when firet seen.  As this ship was mote-
rially to windward of the line, sod she was
Tunning the whole time a linde free, her velocity
a4 much greater than thal of the other vessels,
and by this time she had got so rear that Sir
Gervaise observed she was fuirly ubeam of the
Flaotegenet, wnd » littde to leewsrd of the

b //
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Artive,  Of course her hull, ¢ven to the bat-
tom, &5 she rose on a sea, was plainly visibley
and such of her people as were in the tops anl
rigging coull be easily distinguished by the
noked eye.

4 The Druid must have some communication
for us from the other divisian of the Aeet,” ob
served the vice-sdmiral te his signal-officer, o
they stol watching the movements of ihe
Irigate; “it is a licle extroordinary Blewet
does not signel | Look at the book, and End
me 8 question te put thee will ask his erracd 7™

Bunting was in the act of turning over the
leaves of Tiis little vocabulary of ruestions and
answers, when three or four dark Uslls, the
Sir Gervaise, by the aid of the ghass, saw sus
pendeil between the frigutes masts, opened it
Bags, effectually proving that Blewer was oot
absolutely asleep.

% Four hundred and sixteen, ordinery ot
munication,” observed the vice.admiral, wih
his eye still at the glass, * Look up thety
Bunting, end et us know what it meens.”

“ The commuander-in-chief — wish tn speak
him ! read Bunting, in the customary fornal
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m in which he
= signal.

d the purport of

4 Very well —answer; then make the Druid's
tumber (o come within hail | The fellow has
got clath enough spread (o travel two feet Lo
our one; let him edge away and come ander
vur lee. Speaking will be mther clost work
tomadny.”

T daubt if e ship can come near enough
te make herself henrd,” returned the other,
“ though the sccoud-lientcnmt of that shkip
never yses a trompet in the heaviest weather,
they tell me, sir.  QOur gentd sny lis father was
a town-crier, and that he has inherited the
fumily estage,"

“ Ay, our gents arc a set of saucy fellows,
o3 is usunlly the ease when there isn't work
enpugh abotrd.”

» You should make n Witle sllowance, Sir
Cerraise, for being in the ship of & succesaful
commander-in-chiel, That makes us all carry
weather-helms amang the ather messes.”

“Up with your signal, sir; up with your
signal. I ahall be obliged to order Greenly to
put you upen wotch-and-watch for & month, in
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order ta bring you down to the old Jerel of
mangers.”

< Signal enswered, already, Sir Cervaise,
By the way, sir, I'll thaok jou to request
Caplain Greeoly to give me another quaner-
master.  [t's nimble work for us, when thers
is eny thing serious to de.”

* You shall bave him,” Bonting, returped
the vice-ndmiral, a shade passiog over his fare
for the moment.

1 had missed poer Jack Glass, and from
seeing # spot of blood an the paop, puessed his
fate, I fancied, indesd, 1 heard & shot sirike
something behind me”

“ It struck the poor fellow's liead, s und
mmle anoise as if @ butcher were lelling en ox.”

= Well — well — let us try to forger it, uodl
something can be done for his son, who is oat
of the side boys. Ah | “there's Blewet keeping
rway o esrnest. How the deuce he (s 1o spesk
us, howsvet, is more than I can tell.”

Sir Gervaise now s=bt & message to hie rap-
tain to say that he dusired his presence. Greenly
woons appeared, and wia made scquainted with
the intention of the Druid, ss well as with the
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parport of the laat sigrals. By this time, the
Tent main-top-snil was mended, and the captain
suggested it should be ser again, close-reefed,
ws before, and that the mainseil should be taken
in. Thizs would lessen the Planiagenet's way,
which ship was sensilily drawing ahesd of her
consorts.  Bir Gereaise assenting, the change
wui made, and the effects were soon apparent,
ot only In the movement of the ship, but in
ber greater cuse and sieadiness of motion.

It was not leng before the Druid wes within
& hundred fsthoms of the Bag-ship, on her
weather-quarter, shoving the brine before her
i & way to denote a fearfil momentum, It wes
evidently the intention of Captain Blewit 1o
eross the Ilantagenet’s atern, and to luff up
onder ber lee-quarter ; the salest point st which
he eould approach, in s¢ heasy a gwell, pro-
vided it were dooe with discretion,  Caplain
Blewet had a reputation for bandling his frigate
like & hoat, and the cccasion was one which
would be likely to awaken all his desire to sus-
tain the character he bad already earned.  Etill
©o one could imagine bow he was to come near
mough to make a communication of any lengih.
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dowubt, and there be hangs ot the boom-end, os
if sentenced by w genetal court-martal.”

&ir Grorvaise 10w suppressed cvery cxpres-
sion of surprise, and his reserve was imitated,
quite as a2 maller of course, by the twenty
officers, wha, by this time, had assembled on
the poop.  The Druid, kreping away, ap-
proached rapidiy, and had soon crossed the
flag-ship’s wake. Ilere she came by the wind,
atd favoored by the momentum with which she
bad come down, and the addition of 1the mnin-
sail, drew heawily but steadily up oo her lee-
quatict. Both vesscls being elose-havled, it was
ot difficult stecring ; and by watching the helms
closely, it would have been possible, pechaps,
notwithstanding the heavy sea, te have brought
the two hulls within ten yards of cach siher, ancd
no harm should come of it.  This wes nearer,
lwwever, than L was ficcessary 1o approach ;
the studding-sail-boom, with the mon suspeaded
ou the end of it, projecting twice that distance
beyond the wessel's bows, Still it was nice
wark ; and while yet some thirty or forty feel
from the perpendicular, the man on the booms
end made’n sign for attention, swung a coil of
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fine he held, and when be saw bands raised w0
catch it, he made a cast. A calcnant eanght
the rope, and instantly hauied in G slack. A
the object was now understood, & dozen othen
iatd hold of the line, and, ot & common sigoal,
when those oo bowrd the Plantagenet hauled i
strongly, the people of the Druid lowered swar.
By this simple, but enited morement, the mae
descended obliquely, laaping out of the bowlm
in which he had sat, and casting the whip adni
Shaking himsell to guin his footing, be raised
iz cap and bowed 10 Sir Gervaise, who pow
waw Wrcherly Wychecombe on his poop.
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CHAPTER L

Yet weep gat thou — 1he atruggle is not o'er,

0 victoes of Polippt [ many o Seld

Hanh yielded palms e ut : — one efort more,

By oot stera confliet must cur fae be sealed,
Mns. Hawarn

As soon o4 the people of the Fluntagenet,
who hod so (sr trespossed on discipline, when
they peretived o man honging ot the end of the
studding-sail-Loom, us to appear in the rigging,
on the Looms, and an the gurs, 1o watch the
resule, saw the stranger safely lanled on the
poop, they lifted their bats and cnps, and, w
ane voice, greeied him with thres cheers.  The
officers smiled at this outhrenk of feeling, und
the viclation of usage was fargotten ; the rigid
discipling of a moo-cl-wat cven, giving way
oceasionally o the sudden impulses of notural
feeting,

As the Druid npprooched the fog-shipy, Cap-
tain Blewer had appeared o her weather mizen-
rigging, conning his vessel in person ; and the
order ta luff) or keep off, had been given by his
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own voice, ¢t by m gesture of bis own hand.
As soon as he sow Wycherly's fect onr the poop
af the Plantogenet, and his active form freed
feom the double bowline, in which it Jimd been
seated, the captain made » wide sweep @f the
aen, Lo denote his desie fo sdpe away ; the
bl of the frigate wia borne up hand, sed, as
the twodecker surped a.hend on the bosom of
5 sty the Druid'a bows were koocked off w
levscard, leaving m space of wbout & huodred
feel or more between the two ships, ms it might
ke, in an instant.  The same couses continaimg
ta aperzle, the Planizgenet drove still farther
a-head, while the frigate soon came to the wind
sgain, o eable's-length 1o feeward, and abreass
of the space between the admiral and his
second, astern.  Herey, Capusin Blewet seemed
dispased to wait for lurther orders,

Sir Gervaise Oakes was not accustomed to
betray any surprise he might feel at little evenis
that occurred on duty.  He returned the bow
of Wycherly ¢oolly, and then, without question
arplay of feature, wmed his eyes on the further
mosements of the Druid.  Sotished that all was
right with the frizate, be directed Lhe messenger
10 follew him, and went below himsell, leaving
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Wycherly to obey s fast os the many inguicies
he had toanswer a4 he descended the ladders
wonld allow, Atwood, an interested aliserver
of what had passed, noted that Captain Greenly,
of nll present, wax the anly perton who seemed
wdifferent to the noture of the communication
the stranger might bring, theugh, perhops, the
only one entitled by rank 1o put an interro-
galory.

“ You heve come nboard of us in & novel
snd extraordinacy mode, $ir Wycherly Wyche-
combe [" ohserved 1he vice-ndmiral, a little
severely, as soon as he found himsel in his own
calin, alone with Lhe lieutenont.

% 1t was the plan of Captoin Blewet, sir, and
was really the only one that seemed likely w
suececd, for o boat eould searcely live, I teust
the success of the experiment, and the nature
of the commumications I may bring, will be
thaught sufficient excuscs for the want of cere-
meny."

“Itis the fiest time, sinee the days of the
Conqueror, I famey, that an English vliee-
sdmiral’s ship has been boarded so cavaliecly;
but, a2 you say, the circumstacces may justily
the innovation,  What is your errand, sir 7
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% This letter, I presume, Sie Gereanise, will
txplain itself, .1 bave litde to zay in additon,
except to report that the Druid has sprang ber
foremast in carrying il to close with yoa, and
that we have 1ot lost a moment since Admirad
Blucwater ordered us te part company with
hirself.”

o You sailed on board the Cosar, then 7™
asked Sir Gerraise, n great deal molliSed by
the zeal for tetviee in u youth, situated ashore,
ns he knew Wycherly to be.  t You leh her,
with this tetter 7"

“ | did, Sir Gerraise, at Admiral Bluewnzer’s
commuonl.”

“ Pid you go ebonrd the Drid Lo~
frshion, or was that peculiar style reserved for
the commander-in-chiel 7

T left the Cresor in & bost, Sir Gervnise ;
aned tiough we were much nearer in with the
voast, where the wind has not the rake it has
here, and the sirengih of the gule hud not then
come, we were nearly swamped.”

“If a true Vieginian, yoz would not heve
I 1, Wych be," d the vice.

admiraly in Detter humour.  * You Americkns
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wim like cork.  Excuse me, while | read what
vdmiral Bluewater has to say.”

Sir Gervaise had received Wyehedy in the

meat cabin, sianding st the table which was
lashed in its centre. ie would have been
puzzied himself, perhaps, to have given the eal
reasen why he motioned to the young man to
toke a chair, while be went inta what he called
bis ** drawing-room; " or the beautiful litde
apartment b the two sat 5 aft,
which was fitted with an =leguace chat might
have been admited in a mors permanent dwell-
ing: atid whither he zlways withdrew when dis-
pesed to reflection. It wos probably ]
however, with a tatent spprehension of the
reac-admiral's political bias, far, when by him-
welf, he pavsed fully & minute before he opened
the tetter,  Condemning this hesitatian es un-
manly, he broke the real, however, and read
the contents of o letter, which wes couched in
the fallowing terms : ==

“My dear Oakes, — Since we parted, my
mind has undergone some violent mingivings as
o the course daty requires of me, in this greal

aisin.  One hand — one heart - gne  voice
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even, may decide the fate of Eoglind b 1o soch
circumstances, all should listen 10 the wokce of
conscience, and endeavour to foresee the om-
sequences of their own acts. Confidentinl agemts
are in the West of England, smd coe of them
L have seen. Dy his communications [ find
more depends on mysel§ than 1 could haee
imagined, and more on the mevements of M. &
Vervillin, Do not be too sanguine — take
time for your own decisions, and grant e time;
for T leet itke o writch whose fate must soom
le sealed, 0 no sccount engupe, becayse you
tink this division near encugh to sustsin yoa,
but gL lesst keep off unul you hear from me
niore posilively, av we can meet [ Bod @
equnlly bard te strike a blow against eoF right-
ful prince, or to Jesert my friend.  For God's
sake &gl prudently, and depend on secing e
in Lhe caurse of the next bwenty-lour hours, |
shall keep well to the eastword, in the bope of
Mulling in with you, s I fecl satisfied Be Ver-
villin has nothing to do very far west. 1 may
sendl some verbol message by the beater, for my
thouglts come sluggishly, and with greal e
luctmice.

¢ Ever yours, RicHarn BLvewaren™
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Sir Gervaise Onkes read this letter twice
sith grreat deliberation ; then he crushed it in
ws hiand, 13 one would strangle a deadiy ser-
wit,  Not satisfied with this ifestntion nf

distaste, he tere the letter inte Dieces so smnll
33 to vender it impassible to imagioe s con-
tents, opened & ¢abin windew, ond threw the
frograents iuto the ocenn.  When lie fancied
that wvery sigo of his friend’s wenkness had
thus  been destroyed, he bepan to pace the
cabin It his usunl manner. Wycherly beard his
step, and wondered ot the delay ; but bis duty
compelled him ta pass an uncomforinble hall-
howr e silence, cre the door opened, and Sir
Gereaise sppeared.  The latter had suppressed
the signe of distress, thoegh the Jicutenant
could perceive e was unesunlly anxious.

" Did the renr-admical send any mesinge,
Sir Wycherly " inquired Sir Gervaise? “In bis
letrer he would seem to refer me to some verbal
explanntions (rom yoursell”

“1 zm orhamed to say, sir, roue that I can
render very melligible. Admiral Rvewnter,
tertainly, did take a fow comminnications thag
bwas to repent; but when we had paricd, by
s extuordinacy dulloess of my ewn, I fear,

TOLa FIT. £
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L find it ia cut of my power 1o give them sy
very great distinctness or connection.™

“ Perhops the faalt is tess your own, sir, than
his.  Bluewater 11 addicted to fits of abience of
mind, ard then lie has po reasen o complam
thiat othiers do not understand him, as he dos
not alwoys understand himsell.”

Sir Gervaise anid Lhis mith u lile glee, &
e was greaily delighted b finding his friccd
ed not committed himsel to his messenger.
The latter, homerer, was less disposed Lo ¢ xcose
hirusell by such n process, inasmuch a3 ke felt
cerigin thot the rear-admiral's feclings were m
the motter be communicated, let the manoer
Tiave been what it might.

“{do not think we can attribute snything
to Admiral Blucwaler's absence of mind, aa
this ocemsion, sir,” mnswered Wycherly, with
penerous frankoess,  + His feelings sppeared
te be strongiy enlisted in what he safd. k
might have been owing to the strength o
these Feclings that he was u Jitde obscure,
Lut it could not have been owing Lo indiffer-
chee.”

“ I shall best understand the matter, then, by
hearing wha he did say, sir.”
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Wycherly paused, and endesvoured o re-
alf whot had passed, in o way to make il in-
eltigilile.

“ I was frequently told w cantion you aot to
engage (he French, sir, until the other divisian
had closed, and wns ready to assist. Dut, really,
whether this was owing te some secret informi-
ation that the rear-admiral had cbiained, or to
a patutal desire 1o binve & sliare in e baule, i3
mare than I ean say.”

< Fach may hove lad its influence. Was any
allusion made to secret imtelligence, that you
hate it 2T

“ T pever felt more cuuse to be wshamed of
my own dollness, than et this presemt moment,
Sir Gervaise Oakes,” exclalmed Wycherly, who
almost writhed under the awkwardness of his
dilstion; for he really began ta suspect that
bis own persenal grounds of unhappincss had
inducedd him 1o lorget some material part of kis
meseage ;— © recent events sshore had perhaps
disqualified me for this duty,”

“ [t is notwral it shoull be se, my young
[riend ; and os 1 am werquainted with tfien aif,
yoel eAn resk satisfied with niy incdelyence”

“ AN po — Sir Gersalse, you know not

E 2
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half’; Lot I forget mysell, sir, and beg
your pardon.”

“ { have no wish to pry inte vour secrrs,
sir Wrycherly Wychecombe, and we will drop
the subjeet. You muy sy, however, iF the rear-
adinirul was in good spirits — e an Eoglsh
scaman is ept 10 be, with the prospect of a grest
Datete befors liim,”

“F oabought nay, Sir Gervaise,  Adoainl
DBlugwater 10 me seemed sad, if 1 may presome
te mention i, ~— almost 10 tears, T thoughs, wr,

ouce or twice”

" Poor Dick b nientally jaculeted the viee-
adinirel; *“ e never could have made up bis
win] (o desert me without great anguish of soak,
Was there anything ssid,” spesking mlogd,
 nbont the fleet of M. de Verwillin 7

» Cerisiuly, w good dend, iz ; and yet am I
ashoned to say, 1 seares hnow what ! Admind
Blucwaler sppeared to think the Comue de Ver-
sillin had no intenlion to sirike 8 blow wr any
ol our colonies : ond with this he seemed o
cannect the iden that ther would be Iess pe-
cessity for our enguging him. At oll cvents, [
cunnet be mistaken in hin wish that you would
keep off, sie, until he could close.™
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** Ay, s you see how instinctively 1 have
mswered to hiv wishes!™ said Sir Gervaise,
smiding a liile bitterly. ¢ Nevertheless, had
the rear of the fleet been wp this norning, Sir
Wycherly, it might have been s glorious day
{or England "

v It Kas been a glotious duy as it i, sin
Wr, in the Druid, snw it all; and there was
not gne oniang v that did not exultin the neme
of Englishman 1"

“OWHhing, 2ven to the Virgioian, Wyche
combe |7 rejomned Sie Gervalae, preatly gratified
with the ratgrel commendation conveyed in the
manter and words of e ather, aod looking in
a stailing, friendly mennee of the young mzu.
4§ was afraid the hits you got in Idevoashire
might have induced you to separale your na-

lienaiity from that of ald England.”

+ Even t the Vieginien, Sir Gervaise.  You
huve been i the colonies, sie, and muost know
we do not rerit of] that we somgtines vegeive
on this side of the Adantic. The king has no
subjrets inore layal thun those of America.™

" Lam fully aware of it, my noble lad, aml
have lold the king os wuch with my own manti.
But think 310 more of this I your old unel:
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did give you en oceasional specimen of true
John Bullism, be has lefl you an honoamble
title and a volusble estate. [ shall see that
Greunly finds & berth for you, snd you wili ron-
sent ta mess with me, 1 hope, [ trust some
time to se¢ you at Bowlderc. AL present we
will go on deck ; and il anything that Admiral
Dluewzter has said showdd recur to your mind
more distinetly, you will not forget (o let me
know ju"

Wyeherly now bowed and left the eabin,
while Sir Gervaise sal dawn and wrate a nole
to Greenly, to request that he would lock a
litle after the cowfort of the young man,  The
latter then went on deck in persan.  Although
ke endeavoured to shake off the painful donbis
that Leset him, and to appeor as cheerful ay
became an officer whe had just performed a
brifliant exploit, the vice-sdmiral found it diffi-
cult 1o conceal the shock he had receivid from
Bluewater's cammuniealion.  Certain us he felt
of striking a decisive blow at the eneniy, could
he bie reinforced with the five ships aof the rear
division, he would cheerfully forega the Iriumph
of such additional soceess, 1o be certain his
Triend did not jutend 1o corry his disaffection 1o
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seert ncts. e lbund it hord to belicve that o
mnn like Bluewoter could ceally contemplate
carrging off with him the thips he commanded ;
vet he knew the authority his fiiend wielded
arer his captsins, and the possibility of such =
sep would painfully obtrude jisell an his mind,
et mements.  “ When a man cop persunde
himaelf into oll the nobsense connected with the
Jes divinam, thought Sir Gervaise, it i3 Joing
no great viclence 1o common sense to persunde
Timaelf jwe Al ite osoolly admived eonses
quences.”  Then, agnin, would interpese his
recollections of Rluewater's integrity and sim-
plicity of charocter, to reassure him, and give
him more cheering hopes for the result, Find-
ing hirsell thus vacillating between bope snd
dread, the commander-in-chiel determined to
drire the matter temporartly from his mind, by
bestowing luis altention on the part of tha feet
he had with him.  Just as this wise resslution
was fprmed, biotl) Greenly and Wycherly ap-
peated on the prop.

" [ am glad to soe you with o hungry look,
Greendy," cried Sir Gervaise, cheerfully 3 “here
has Galleygo just Leen to report his breakfast,
i, o5 ] know your cabin hes not been put
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in grder since the peaple left the guns, T hope
for the pleasure of your eompany,  Sit Wycher-
Tve my gullant yeung Vieginiaw, here, will take
the thied chair, 1 trust, and then oor party will
I comrplieze.”

‘I two genilemen assenting, the vicc-admi-
ral wus sbout to lead the way belaw, when sud-
denly arresting his footsteps, an the poop-
fadder, he said —

“Did you vet tell me, Wychecomle, that
the Dewid had spraug ber foremast 7

“ Buelly, 1 bulieve, Sir Gervalse, in the
hounids.  Caplain Blewet carried on his ship
fearfully, oll night”

“ Ay, he's o fonrful fellow witli spars, et
Tom Blewet. I never felt cortoin of finding
all the sticks iu their places, on tuening out of
v crning, when he was with you as a lieute
nent, Greenly.  How sany jib-booms and top-
gallant yards did he cost us, in thot cruisc off
the Cape of Goad [lope? By George, it nwust
have been & dozen, at leost "

“ Now quite 25 bad as thot, Sir Gervaise;
thaugls ke did expend two jib-booms and theee
top-gallant yards For me.  Captain Blewet has
# fust ship, ond le wislies peaple to koow L7



THE TWa ATNITALS. A

** Andhe by sprung his forcomnst, and be
siaall mee Fkpow 0! |larker, Dunting, meke
e Idrwids number to lie by the prize; ol
when that's answered, tell Lini ta ke chirge of
the ¥Frenchmon, and to wail for furtier ordets,
I'll send him to Plymouth ta get o new fare-
mast, nod to see the siranger in, Iy the way,
does enybody know the name of the Frenchman
— bey, Greeoly 27

“ b connot el you, Sir Gervaise, though

same of cur pentfemen think it is the ship tmt
was the admirsl's sceand shead, in our brush
off Cope Fnisterre, 1 am not of the same
apimicn, however; for that vessel hod a billet-
bhiead, and ihis bas & woman figure-hemd, that
looks o litle like n Minerva.  “{Tie Irench have
& La Minerve, 1 think,

" Nat new, Greealy, if this be she, for she
is oirs,”  Here Sir Gervoise laughed heartily
at hig own huniour, and a1l near him jeined e,
w b matter of course,  * [ut La Minerve hav
been o frigate time vun of sl The Gudiess
of Wisdom lis never Leen fool enough to gra
into g line of battle when she has lind jtin her
pawer to pravent i

# I thovghy the figure-head of the prize a

w &
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Venus, as we passed her in the Drad,” We-
cherly medestly observed.

* Thete is & way of knowing, aod it shall be
tried.  When you've done with the Dhraid,
Dunting, meke the prize's dignal to repeat bor
pume by telegraph., You know how to ke
a prize’s pumber, I suppose, when she be
none."

+ T gonfess [ do not, Sir Gervaise,” answered
Dunting, whe had showo by his manner thar be
was at 8 foss. # Having no nomber in oo
books, one would be ot o stand how o get &
hee, sir

“ How would gou do it, young man?™ wked
Sir Gervalse, wlio all this Gme was langing m
i the pe of the poop-ludd “Jat
us see how well you 've been taaght, sie”

s I believe it may be done in diferent mode,
Sir Gervaise,” Wycherly answered, witkout any

appearance of trivmph ot bis superior teadines;
“ bt the sitoplest [ kaow is 1o howst the Fresc
flag under the English, by way of saying for
whom the sigan! is intended "

“Do it Bunting,” contioued  Sir Gervais,
nedding bis head os he descended dhe Tadder,
“and I warzant you Daly will answer, What
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sort af wark he will make with the Frenchninn's
flags, s another mouer.  § doubt, teo, if he
fach thre wit to carry one of our books with
himn, i whicl case he will be at o logs to rem]
our sipnal. Fry b

however, Bunting; en
Lrisleenan always hns something o say, thongh
it be o ball”

"This order given, Sir Gervaise deseended to
Riy cobin. In hall an hour the parly was
seated at table oy guialy as i noing un-
wsunl hait oeonrred thnt day.

“ The worst of these little brushes which
leod to nothing is, that they leave s strong
smell of gunpowder in your cabin, Greenly, s
if o whole fleet hind been destroved,” observed
the vice-admiral, goad-humouredly, us he hegan
1o help ks guests. ™ L hope the odour we have
Taere will not disturh your sppetites, gentlemen®

“You do this doy's sweress injustice, Sir
Gervaise, in calling it only n brosl,” answered
the captoin, whe, te say the truth, Tad fallen 1o
a3 Beartiy opon the delicacies of Galleygo, s
i he Tl not enten in twenty-four hours. At
any e, it has Lrushed the spars out of twe of
Ring Lewis's ships, and enc of them inte our
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Luefs; &y, and in o cerlain sense, inte our
pockets.”

“ Quite tree, Greenly — quite true; but whet
would it huve leen if ”

The sudden manner in which the commander-
in-chiel cvnsed speaking luduced his companioss

1o thiuk that he hed met with some acciden
in eating or drinkivg; both lovked cornesly o
bipr, as if to offer assistance.  He was pole in
tre Faee, but he smiled, and otherwise apjearcd
¢ his epse,

I is over, pendlemen,” saidd Sir Gervke
geutiy, — *we'il think o more of "

1 sincerely Liope you "ve not been hit, sic?”
said Greenly, “I've kuown men hiy, whe did
rot discaver thot they were hurt untl som:
sodden weakuess bas betrayed it."

I believe the Trench have let me off this
time, my good ldend, — yes, I think Magnll
will Le plugxing no shot-holes in my bull for
this alfuir.  Sir Wycherly, those cygs are frool
your owil estate, Gullegge having laid the munir
under cotitribition For all sorts of good things.
“Try them, Greenly, as coming from our friend’s
preperty.” .

“ S Wycherly is a lucky fellow in damng



THE W0 ALMIRALS, E5

an estate,” saidd the caplain,  * Few officers af
Lis rapk can Loast of such an advantage;
thougl, now and then, en old one s Letter off”

“Thal is Lrue enough, — hey, Oreenly?
The artny fetches up most of the fortunes; for
sour rich fellows like good county quarters and
cotnty balls. 1 was & younger brother when
they sent sre 16 sea, but [ became a baronst,
and a pretty werm one too, while yet a reefer.
Poor Josselin died when [ was only sixteen,
and at seventeen Lhey meade me po officer.”

“ Ay, and we like you sl the better, Sir
Gervalse, for not giviog us up when the money
came. Now Lotd Morganic was o captain
when Ac suveveded, aud we think much less of
that.”

“ Movganic remaing in service, o teach us
hew 1o atay top-masts and paint figure-hends,"
observed Bir Gervoiee, 2 little drily. ' And yet
the fellow handled liis ship well to-day; making
mucly better weather of it then [ feared he
would be alle 1o de.”

1 hear we ere Likely to get ancther duke in
the navy, siry it’s not ofien we catch one of
that high rank.”

Sir Gerveise caredd much less for things of
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thi sort than Bluewater; but he naturally et
aglance at the speaker, os Lhis was said, =
much as 1 w:k = hom he meant.

“ Ther tell me, sir, that Lord Montresor, the
elder brother of the boy in the Cusar, isins
bad war, and Lord Geoffrey stands pest to the
succession. [ think ibere is too much stoff in
Aim 1o quit us new he is almost fic to get his
commission.”

“ True, Bluewater lias thal boy of high hepes
and promise with Lim, too,” answered Sr
Gervaise in o musing manner, unconseious of
what be said.  “God send he may nat forget
that, nmong other things |

“1 don't think rank maokes any difference
with Admiral Bluewater, or Captain Stowel.
The nobles are workod up in their ship, as well
as the humblest recfer of them all.  Hers is
Bunking, sir; to tell us something.”

Sir Gervaise started from n fit of abstraction,
and, turning, he aav his sigoal officer ready 19
report.

“ The Droid has answered prapecly, Sir
Gervaise, and has elresdy hauled up se close
thet I think she will lufl through the ling
thongh it may be astern of the Crrostic.”



THE Y0 AGMIRALE -

* Aod the prize, Bonliog? Have yoz sig-
nelled the prize, as 1 10l yog la do?”

“ Yes, 5ir; and she has enswered so properly
that I make no question the prize~officer taok
abook with him. The telegraphic signal was
answered like the other.™

“ Well what does ke say 7 Have you found
oul the name of the Frenchman **

“That s the difficnlts, sir; we are understood,
but Mr, Daly has shown something nboard the
prize that the quarter-master swears is a paddy.”

“ A paddy ! — What, he hasa't had himsell
run wp at a yard-arm, or stun‘sil-boom end,
has he — her, Wychecombe 2 Daly s an
Irishman, and has only to thow Aimulf te show
& paddy.”

“ But this is & sott of an image of some kind
or other, Sir Gervaise, and et itisn't Mr. Daly.
1 rather think he basn't the flags necessary for
our words, and las rigged out & sort of a
womun, Lo let us know his ship's mate 3 for she
#ay o woman fgure-head, you know, sit.”

“ The devil he has ! Well, that will form an
era in signals.  Galleygoe, look out at the cabin-
witdow, and fet e know if you can see the
prize from them — well, sir, what's the news 2"
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1 sees her, Str Jorvy,” answered the siew
anid, ' gnd 1 sees her where no Freach ship w
sails io compony with Britisl vesscl bas a right
te be. I whe s a fothein, our hoooor, shes
filly to windward of our ling ! Quite cot of
her place, ns e body miglt say, and onresos
ahie!

“ That s awing to our having felled the focests
ol ber masts, Mr. Golleypo; every spar thut B
lefi belping to put her wlere she in Th
prize must be & weatherly ship, thougl, —ber,
Grecaly? She and her consort weze well &
windword of their own line, or we could nover
bave got 'em ns we did.  These Frenchmem &
turn off & weathetly vessel now and they, —
that we must all sdmiL.”

“ Yes, Sir Jarvy,” put in Galleygo, who oovet
let the eonversation Amg when be wos lovited v
tuke o purt in ity “yes, Sir Jacvy, ond b
they "ve tornecd ‘em off the stocks they woms =
over 13 us, commenly, ta sail "em.  Building e
ermft s one piece of knowledye, and pailing be
teell is ancther”

“Enough of your philosophy, sirmbh; ke
and necenain if dhere is snything visusl o b
seen hanglng in the rigging of the prize. Uths
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you show more readiness, 1l sond poe of the
Bowlderos to belp you.”

These Bowldercs mere tbe seroants thar Sir
Gervaise brooght with hio from bis bouse,
bating been bors on his etate, and educated
23 Jomestics in bis own or his facher’s family ;
1d though leog accusiomed to & man-ofwar,
as their ambition never rose wbove their ordi-
Mry service, Lhe steward beld them ezccedingly
cheap, A severer punishment sould nol be
offered him, thap Lo threalen to dircey one of
these common menials to do any duty that in
the least pertained lo the profession. The pre-
s¢ol menace bad the desired efect, Galleyge
ksing no lime in critically examining the prize's
rigging.

¥ [ ¢alls nothing extr'ornary in a Frenchuman's
rigging, Sir Jarvy,” answered the stewasd, s
soon as he felt sure of his fact; “their dock-
men have idees of their own as to such things.
Now there is sum'mat Langing at the lee fore
yord-arm of thet chap, that looks as if it might
be a top-gollant-stun’sail made up o be sent
aloft and set, but which stepped when it got es
high as it is, oo Goding eut that there's ne

- bamper over-head to spread it to.”
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“That's i, sir,” put in Bunlng. “ Mr
Duly has run his womoan wp to the fore-yari-
nrm, fike a pirate”

S Woman [ repeated Galleyga, —*do yoa
call that "ere thing-um-mee & women, Mo
Buntin'? { ealls it & bundle of flags, made1p
to seh, il there wos anything to st 'vm 0™

“1t%s nothing but an Irish woman, Mear
Galleyge, o5 you 'll see for yoursell, ¥ pull
Tevel this glass st ir.”

S da thar office mysell,” ened Sr Da-
vaise, ‘“Have you any curiosity, geotlemen, o
read Mr, Daly’s signel?  Gnlleygo, apea ko
wenthier window, aud clear away the books 1od
writing-desk, thet we may have a look.”

The orders were Gnmediotely obeged, 14
the vige-admiral was soon seated examioing e
odd fipurg that was cortainly hanging st the ke
fore-yard-arm of the prize; o peelec nonde
seript as regaeded all nautical experience.

“ TTang me, i E ooan make angthing of &
Cireenly,” said Sir Gervaise, ofter a loog kot
“ Do you tske this seat, and try your bind &
an observolion. 1t resenibles o sort of & mom
surs crough.”

“Yes, sir,” observed Bunting, with the e
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reniness of & man who felt bis repuistion n-
ralved o the issue, * 1 was certoin that Mr.
Daly has run op the figure to let us know the
nnme of the prize, and that for want of & tele-
graph-Liook to signel the letters ; and s I made
sure of what 1 was shout, before [ 1ock the
liberty 16 eome Below end report.™
“ And pray what Jo you make of it, Bunt-
g ?  The figure-hend might tell us better, but
that seems te be imperfect,”
“The figure-head has tout all i Loty and
one army by o shat,” said Greenly, turning the
glass to the object named ; *end § can el M
Dialy that o part of the gammoning of his bow-
aprit is gone, tee | That ahip requires looking
ta, Sir Gorvoise; she'll hove no foremast to-
wotrow morning, if this wind stand | Anether
shot hos raked the lower side of her fore-top,
and eotvied away ball the Frame. Yes, aml
there '3 been  fellow at work, oo —
“Never mind the slvt —pever mind the
shat, {ireenly,” interrupted the vicc-admiral.
" & poar devil Tike him couldu't have six of us
sthim at once, and cxpect 10 go ! shotfiee)
Tell us something of the womnn.”
“Well, Sir Gervaise, no douln Daly has
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hoisted her as & symbol.  Ar no degtr the
ship is the Minerva, after all, for there's sme.
thing an the head like a helmet”

“ It mever can be the Minerra,” wid the
vice-admiral, positively, @ fot she, 1 fecl oerua,
is a frigate.  Hand me the little book ik 2
red cover, Bunting ; that pear your hund; b ks
a list of the evemy's pavy. Hereiris—Fis
Minerve, 32, {2 eapitaine de fidoate, Mmda
Buidt in 1732, old and dull’  That setles ke
Minerva, for this Tist is the Jast sent us byt
Adwiiealey”

“Thes it twst be the Pollas,” reoined
Greenly, %for she wears ¢ helmet, top, wd |
am cerlain there bs ot only a cap to resenbl
a helmet, but & Guernsey frock oa the bods w
represent armour, Toth Minerva aid Pils,
il } remember right, wore armour.”

“This is comiug nearer 1o the point —be
Grreenly 1" the rice-ndmirn! innocently chined
iy et us Took and see il the 1%alins is 2 oo
decker or not. By George, there's o udh
neme on the Hst. That's odd, now, it b
French showld have one of these poddess, 1nd
nat the other I

# They never has anything tight, Sir farrs”
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Fulleygo thrust in, by wey of cammentary on
he vice-ulmiral's and the coplain's glassical
wore; 4 nod it s surprising Lo me that they should
have any godiless at ok, sceing 1bat they hos so
tittle respea for veligion in gencral”

Woyelwerly fidgetedl, but respect for his su-

periors kept him silent.  As far [Junting, 't was
all the same w him, bis father having been a
purser i the navy, and he el eduented
Altogether oa board ship, wul this, too, o cen-
tury singe.

“lt might not be amiss, Sir Gervoise,”
abserved the captain, * 1o work this rule Lack-
wards, and just feok over the list unil we
find o wwo-decked ship that eught o have n
woman figure-licad, which wilt grently simplify
the maner. I've known ificult problems
solved in that mede.”

The ilen struek Sir Gervaise as & good one,
atd he set abaat the execution of the project
in good earmest. Just ms he come 10 LM Ffecate
b exclwetion from Greenly coughu bis
agntinn, and he inquired its cause,

“Lack far yoursell, Sir Gervaist; unless
my eyes are good for notbing, Daly is ronaing
®kedge up alongside of Lis woman,™

“What, o kedge?— Ay, thot is intended for
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an ancher, and it means Flope.  Erervbeds
knows Lhet Hope cardes an anchor — bey,
Wychecombe ! Upon my werd, Duly showy
ingenuity, Lock for the Elope, in that lst
Bunting, — you will find the English pame
peinted fiest, in the end of the bouk.”

#iThe Hope, or E'Esperance” resd e
ignal-officer ; <96, ke capitang dee friete dir
Courtraiit ™

“ A single-decked ship, after all ! Tha of
foir is o8 bad s the & 4 finflus mshare thee.
I'l net be beaten in Learning, however, br enr
Frenchman who eser fosed.  Go below,
Locker, and desire Ioctor Magroth to step op
higre, if he 35 not occupied with the wounded.

He knoms mare Latin than any mon in the
ship.™

% ¥ex, Sir Jervy; but this is French, yoo
knows, your hotoat, andl isi't as Lavin at all
T expects she'll tuen ont (o hove some name &5
no madest persan wishes la use, and we shall
have o halter it

* Ay, he's catted his anchor, sure engugh; i
the figure be not Hope, it must be Faith, o
Charity."

* Ko fear of them, Sir Jarsy ; the French ba
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ne faith, ner no charity, no, por no Bowels, as
any poor lellow ktows as has ever been weecked
an their cosst, as onee happencd to me, when a
b'y. I looks upen ‘em ns no better than so
many heatheners, and perhaps that's the npme
of the ship. 1've sced heatheners a hpndred
tioies, Sir Jarvy, in thet sort of loggery.”

“ What, man, did you ever see n henthen
with an anchar 7 — one that will weizh three
hundred if it will weigh a pound 2

¢t Perhaps not, your haneur, with a “down-
right hanchor, but with sum'mat like a killag.
But that s ne nacher, a'ter all, but only akedge,
catted lianchor-fashiou, sir'*

<t Here comes Magrath, to help us out of the
difficuhy, and we'll propound the mawer o |
him."

The vice-adimiral new explained the whale
&ffair to the surgeon, frankly admitting that the
classics of the cabin were at fault, and vheowing
himself on the g for assi Ma-
grath was not a litde amused, 3 he lstened,
fur this was one of his triumphs, and he eloeklzd

not 8 lintle at the ditemma of his superiors.
0 Well, Bir Jairvls,” he saswered, " ye might
da warse thon eall a council o wer on the mat-
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CHAFTER IV,

There s bacty in the deep: —

The wave b Huer thon the shy ;

And, thoogh the light ahines bright oo bigk,
Mare waftly do the soa-grms glow,

“Thac sparile in the dephs below.

The rumnbow’s tints are ooly made

Wheo ou the matery lby are Lid

And sun end meon mon wweetly whine

U pon the ootin's leved brice

There's besuty in the domp. BRaln i,

As Daly was the recognised jester ol the feet,
bis extracrdinery sliempt o annownce his ves-
sel's nmme was received a5 & characteristic [nke,
and it served to laugh at until sometking better
offered.  Under the actual circumstances of the
two squadrons, however, it wis soon tem-
ponatily forgotten in graver things, for few
believed the eollision that had already taken
place was to ssiisfy & man of the known tem-
: af the ¢ der-inchiel.  As the
junction of the rear division wes the only thing
wanling to bring on » genern] engagement, ns
soon a the weather should moderate a lutle,

¥oL. i, F
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o in the dey, Sir Gervaise Owkes was enshied
s make sail on all his ships, setting the fore and
vizen~topesails close reefed ; while La Victoire,

fast vessel, was enabled to heep In company
sy earrying whole courses.  The French could
Aot iemitate this, inasmuch as one of their crip-
pled vessels hod nothing standing but a fore-
mast.  Sir Gervaise had ascerwined, bafore the
distance beceme too great for such observations,
that the enemy was geting ready to sead up
Tew Lop-masts, and the other necessary sparson
bonrd the admital, a5 well 82 jury lower-masis
in Le Scipion; though the sea would not yet
jermit any positise demonstrations 1o be malde

ds such an imy He laid hisown
plans for the apy Iing night

ol

-
determining not to worty his people, or notily
the enemy of his intentivne, by witempting any
siilar impi in the immedi diti

of bis prize.

About noan, esch ship's number was made in
wecession, and the question was put il she had
suttained any materinl injory in the late con-
ikt The answers were solisfucloty in general,
theugh one ar two of the vessels made such re-
plies 1 induced the commander-in-chief 1o re-

¥
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sort to a sill more direet mode of acertsinog
the real condition of his fAeet. In arder w oty
this imporiant object, Sir Gervalse weital 180
hours longer, for the double purpose of letmg
sll the messes get (hrough with their diovers,
and 1o permit the wind to sbale and the v o
fall, ns both were now fust doing. At the e
pirstion of thet time, however, hie appearsd oo
the poop, summoning Huntiag to his costoqury
duty.

At 2 7o it blew a whole top-seil breeze, i
it is called; but the sea being still high, and b
ships close-bauled, the vice-odmizol did not =c
fit to order any more sail, [erhaps he was tho
influenced Ly o desive not to increase bis Ji-
tmee from the eneniy, iv being & part of bis
plan Lo keep M. de Versillin in plain sight »
tuig ns ke day continued, i order thar be
might have & talerable idew of the pesition of b
Beet during the hours of darkness. 13is presest
intention wag ko cavse his vemscls to pass before
him it review, ns a general onders his battalions
1o morch [iast & station occupied by himself ard
stall; with a vicw ta judge by his own eye of theit
stesdiness and appearance. Vice-Admira] Oxkes
was Lhe only officer in the British pavy wha
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ever resotted Lo this practice : but he did many
things of which other men never dresmed, and,
among the rest, he did not besitate to autack
deubls his force, when an occasion offered, as
bas just been seen. The officers of the fleet
celled these characteristic revigws *¢ Sir Jurvy's
Geld-days," finding & malicicus pleasure in com-
paring onytbing out of the commen nautial
trark, o some usage of the soldiers.

Bunting got his orders, nowwithstanding the
jokes of the Heet; and the necessary sigoals
were malde and the answers given. Captain
Greenly then received bis verbal instroctions,
when the commander-in-chiel went below, to
prepare himgell for the approaching scene.
When Sir Gervaise reappearsd on the poop,
he was in full uniform, wearing the star of the
Bath, ey was useal with him on sl solemn
official occasions. Atwoad and Dunting weve at
his side, while the Bowlderos, in their cich
shore-liveries, formed a group et haud. Cap-
tain Greenly and bis first leutenant joined
the parly as woon as their duty with the ship
was over. On the oppositc side of the poop,
the whole of the marines off guard were drawn
up in wriple lines, with their officers at their
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head.  The ship hersell had hauled up bo
main-sail, havled dawn al] her suy-sails, snd
lay with lier main-top-sail briced sharp abuch,
with orders 1o the quarter-master to keep her
liutle aff' the wind, tha object Leing 16 deave s
lictts way through the water, in order o pro-
longg the expecied interviews.  With these pre-
parations, the commonder-in-chiel nwaited Lhe
successive approach of his ships, the sun, for the
fiest time in iventy-lour hours, meking bis zp-
pearance in & food of Lrillisnt summer-lighe, a3
il purposely to grace the ceremony,

The First ship that drew near the Iantagrnct
wes the Carnatic, as n mauer of courss, she
bieing the next in the line, This vessel, remark-
alle, o the commonder-in-ghiel had observed,
for never being out of the wag, wos not long in
closing, though as she foffed vp on the ad-
miral's weatherquarter, to pnas to windwand,
she let go all her top-esil bowlines, so as 16
deaden her way, muking u sort of halflord
This simple evolution, as she righied her helm,
braught her about flty yards to windward of
the Plantogenes, past which ship she surged
slowly but sieadily, the wenther now perminiog
o canversation to be held ar thet distance, and
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¥ tneans of trumpets, with likde or no effort of
he wvoice.
Mlost of the oficers of the Carnatie wete on
1er poop, ws she came sweeping up heavily,
zasting her shadow on the Plantegenet’s decks,
Captain Parker bimaell was standing near the
ridge-ropes, his head uncovered, and the grey
hiamirs floating in the breeze. The countenante
of this simple-minded veteran was a litle anxiaus,
for had he feared the enemy u tenth part as
much a3 he stood in awe of his commanding
officer, be would have been totally unfit for his
station. Now he glanced upward ut his sails,
to see that all was right; then, as he drew
nearer, fathom b}: futhora as it might be, he
anxiously endeavoured to read the expression
of e viee-admiral’s face,

* How do you do, Capiain ParkerP” com-
menced Sit Gervaise, with true trumpct for-
mality, making the customary salutation,

“How i Sir Gerwise Oabes to-dlay? [
hope untouched i the late affair with the
enemy 7"

“ Quite well, I thank you, sir; hos the Car-
matic received any serious injury in the battle? ™

“ Nane to mention, Sir Gervalse. A tough
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scrape of the foremast, but not eoough 1o alam
us, now the weather has moderted; n lnke
rigging ¢ut, mnd 2 couple of raps in the hull™

- % Have your prople sulfered, sir?™

“ Fwo kilied and seven wounded, Sir Ger-
veise. Good lods, most of v ; but encugh lke
‘em remain”

“1 understand, then, Captain Parker, tat
you report the Carnatic B1 for any service I

“ As much 50 a3 my poor abilities emble me
ta mobe her, Sir Gervaise Oakes,™ anawered the
other, & Fiwle slarmed ot the formality and pre-
civiun of the question. * Meet her with tbe
helm—meet her with the helm.”

All this passed while the Carnatic was making
her holl-board, and the helm being tighted, she
now lowly and majestically fell off with ber
broadside to the admiral, gathering way aa ber
canvass begen Lo draw again, AL this instenl,
when the yard-arms of the 1wo ships were aboat
a hatrdred feel ssunder, and just as the Camat
draw up fuirly abeam, Sir Gervaise Oukes raisad
his hat, stepped quickly Lo the side of the poop,
waved his hand for silenee, and spoke with &
distinetness that rendered his words oudible to
all in both ressels.
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“ Captain Parker,” be said, ¥ [ wish, pallidy,
to Lhack roa for your poble condoct this dax.
I bare alwags said 2 sqrer sopport coold never
follow a commander in-chiel inlo battle; you
have mare thao proved mx opinien ta be troe,
T wish, publicly, to thask Fou, sir”

“ Sir Gerraise — [ cannot ewpress — God
biess you, Sir Gervalse 1™

% [ have bot one fault to fnd with you, sir,
and that is easily pardoaed”™

“ I'm sure 1 hope soq sir.”

“ You handled yoor ship so rapidly and sa
surely, that we had bardly tme 1o get out of
the way of yoor guas I”

Old Parker could ot now bave mnswered
had his life depended on it; but be bowed, and
dashed a hand acress his eyes.  There was but
A moment Lo say ANy mMore.

 I1 his Majesty’s sword be not lsid on yonr
shoulder for this duy's work, sir, it shall be no
foult of mine,” added Sir Gerraise, waving his
hat in adieu.

While this dialogue lasted, so profound was
the stillness in the two ships, that the wosh of
the water under the baws of the Camatiz was
the only sound Lo interfere with Sir Gervoise's

F 4
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clarion voice ; but the instent he crasel to
speak, the crews of bath wessels rose as ont
raan, and cheered. The officers joined heartily,
and to complete the compliment, the coor
mander-in-chief ardersd his osn marines to
prescint arms 10 the passing vessel.  Then it
was that, every sail drawing, again the Carnatc
tock o sudden start, and shot nearly her length
shead, on the summit of & ses. In hall 2
niinute more, she was ahced of the Planage
net's Aging-fib-boom end, sieering a linle frec,
50 B9 net 1o throw the admiml o leewand.

The Carnatic was scarcely out of the wgp
Lefore the Achilles was ready to take her place.
This ship, baving more Toom, hed easily lufed
to windward of the Plantagenet, simply Jetting
go her bowlines, as her bows Jdoubled oo Lhe
admiral's steen, in erder 10 chieck her way.

“How do you do today, Sir Gerraise!”
celled out Lord Morganic, without saiting for
the commanider-in-chiel’s hail — “allow me
congrawlate you, sir, on the exploits of b
glorious day |

T thuok you, my Yord, aud wish to say [am
satisfied with the behaviour of your ship.
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You've alf done well, snd I desire to thank you
alf, Ia the Achilles injured ?"

* Nothing ta speak of, sir. A litdle rigging
gone, and bere and there a stick.”™

# Have you lost way e, oy ord? 1 desire

particularly to koow the condition of each ship.”

“ Bome eight or ten poor feliows, T beliove,
Bir Germise; but weare ready to engage this
instant.”

It is well, my ford ; steady your bowiines,
und make roon for the "Thunderer.”

Morganic gave the onder; but as his ship
drew alead, he called out in a pertinaciaus way,
— 1 hape, Sir Gervaise, you den't mesn to
give that other lame duck up, ¥'ve got my first
lieutenent on board enc of "em, and confess to
# desire 1w put the second on board another.”

Ay — ay — Morganic; e knock Jown the
birds, and you bag ‘em. I'li give you mere

aport in the same way, befors I've done with

‘This little concession, even Sir Grivaise
Oakes, & man not mecustomed Lo brifle in wmmt-
ters of duty, saw fit to moke to the other's
reok; and uien the Achilles withdrew From
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Lefore the Bag-ship, as the curtain is drzwn
from befora the scone.

“I do believe, Greenleaf," cbserted Lovd
Morganic te his surgeon, one of his indolged
farourtites,” that Sir Jarry is & livle jealoos of
by, becanse Dhaly pot into the priee belure be
could seril one of his own boats aboard of ber.
"Twill tell well in the Gazette, too, will it oo ?
— 1 The French ship was taken possesiion of
and brought off; by the Achilles, Capaio the
Eatl of Morganic!" 1 hope the old fellow w
have the deceney to give os our doe. [ rather
think it war our hust breadside thay brought the
colours down #°

A svitohle answer was returned, bub as tx
ship is drawing ahead, we cannot lollow ber o
refate it The vessel that approached the thied
was the Thunderer, Coptain Foley.  This wn
one af the ships that hod received the fire of
the three igading French wesscly, after they bad
Lrauglic the wind sleam, snd bring dre lading
vessel of the Euglish rear, she had suffersd
more than any other of the Mritish squadrea.
The ficl was apparent, as she approached, by
the manner in which her rigging was knotted,
auth the attention that had been peid to ber
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spars, Even as she closed, the men were on
the yard Bending a new main-tourse, the ol
one having been hit oo the bolt-rope, end 1om
nenarly (rom the spar.  Thete were olso several
plugs on ber les-vide 10 mark the spots where
the French guns had wld.

The usual greetings passed between the vice-
admmiral and his captain, and the former put his
quastions.

W e hare not been quite exchanging selutes,
Sir Gervaise,” answered Captain Foley; “but
the ship 1o ready for secvice aguin.  Bhould the
wind moderate s little, [ think everyting suuld
wtand to carry sail Aard.”

“ 1w glod te hear it, sir—rgioiced to hesr it
air. I feared more for you, than for any ather
vessel. I hope vou've not sullered materially in
your crew 7

“ Kine killed, Bir Gervaise: and the surgeon
ells me sixteen wounded.”

“ That proves you've not been i part, Foley |
Well, I dare sy, could the truth be known, it
would be found that AL de Vervillins vesscls
bear your marks, in revenge.  Adicu—adien —
God bless you.”

Tht Thunderer glided shead, weking reom
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for the Blenheim, Captain Sterling- This wes
one of your serviceable ships, without any show
or style about her; but s vessel that was plways
rendy to give and take. Her commander was 4
regular sea~dog, a il addicted 10 hard and
outlandish oaths, a great consumer of whacew
amd brandy, but who had the diserimination
never to soear in the presence of the com-
mander-in-chief, although he had been known
to da 50 in 2 church ; or 1o drink mare then be
could well carry, when he wes in presence of
an enemy or o gale uf wind, He was too firm
a man, and too good & teamen, ta uss Ihe boule
03 & refuge; it was the companion of his e
and pleasure: nid to confiss the wruth, be then
weated it with an alfectionate benevolence, thit
rendered it exceedingly dificult for athers
to entertain some of his own partiality for it
In o word, Capain Sterling was a sailor of the
* ald school ;™ for there was &n “old school” in
monners, hobits, opinions, philosophy, aorals
and Feason, & eentury since, precisely as thert
ix to~day, and probally witl be, & century henoe

The Elenheim mede & good report, not Lar-
ing susloined any serious injury whatever; nor
bail she 8 man burt.  The ceptain reported his
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ship as Rt for service a3 she was the Lour she
fifvedl her ancher.

“ 8 much the better, Sterling —so much
the beuer.  You shall ke the edge off the
next affi, by way of giving you amather
chance I rely on the Blenheim, and on her
captain.”

“ 1 thank you, sir,” returned Sterling, as his
ship moved en; “by the wey, Sir {iervaise,
would it not be fair play to rummage the prize’s
lockers before she gets into the hands of the
custom-house 7 Out here on the high seas,
thers ean be no smuggling in thed ; there must
be good clarct aboard hee”

“There would bie {plunder of # prize,’ Ster-
ling," said the “vice-admiral, laughing, far he
knew that the question wes put more as & joke
than = serious propasition ; “and thal is denth,
without bencfit of elergy. Move on; bhere is
Goodlellow close upon your heels,”

The lust ship in the English line was the
Warspite, Captein Goodfellow, an officer re-
markable in the service et that day, for a “reli-
gious trn,” as it wes ealled.  As s usuelly the
case with men of this stamp, Captain Good-
fellow was guict, thoughtful, and atientive to



112 THE TWO ADMIRALS

his duty. There was less of the real tar in
hirm, perhaps, than in some of his companioas;
but his ship was in good arder, always did ber
duty, gnd wag remarkally attentive 1o siguals;
2 circumalance that rendercd her commander 3
marked faveurite wish the vice-admiral.  Afer
the usunt questions were put and answered, Sir
Gervaise informed Goodiellow that he inteoded
ta change the order of salling so as to bring
him near the van.

“ We will give ofd Parker & breathing spedl,
Guodleltow,” added the commandet-in-chid,
“and you will be my second astern. [ mas
ga shead of you all, or you’ll be runoing down
vn the Freachmen without orders, pretending
you can't see the signals in the smoke”

The Warspite drove aheal, and the Plaow-
genct was now left to receive the prize and the
Drewid ; the Chloe, Driser, and Active not being
included in the sigoal. Draly hed been gre
dunlly eating the other ships out of the »inl
a5 hps been mentioned alresdly, and wieo the
order was given 1o pass withio hail, he grume
bled not a ditde ot the necessity of losing w0
much of his ventage ground.  Nevertheless, it
would met de w joke with the commander-in-
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chiel in & makter of this sort, and he was fain
ta haul up bis conrses, and wait for the mament
when he might close. By the time the War-
spite was oul of the %oy, his ship had drilied
down so near the admiral, that he had nothing
to da but 1o haul aboard his acks ogain, and
pass us hear as was at all desirable. When
quite neat, he lauled up his mainsail, by order
of the vice-admiral.

< Are you much in want of angthing, Mr.
Dialy 7 demanded Hie Gervaise, as soon a5 the
Tiewtenant wppested forward to meet his hail.
# The sea is going down so Fast, that we might
now send you some boats.”

 Many thanks, Sir Gervaise s I want a gel
rid of a hundred or wwo French and 1o
heve a hutdred Englishmen in their places.
We are but twenty-ane of the king's subjects
here, all 1o0ld.”

“ Captain Blewet is ordered o keep com-
pany with you, sir; and a5 soon s it is datk,
I intend to send you inte Plymouth under the

frigate's convay. Is she o nice ship, —bey
Daly ?»

“\Why, Sir Gervaise, she's like a pigec of
broken crockery, just now, and one can't tell
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afl her merits. She’s out o bad poen and
wealherly, I whink, all will call her. But she's
thundering French, intide.”

4 We'll make her English, in due tims, sir.
How are the leaks? e the pamps work
freely 2"

“ Dieuce the U'nke Las she, Sir Gervaise, and
the pumpe suck like a nine months' babby
And if they didn', we’re scaree the bays to find
out the contriry, being but pineteen working
hands."

“ Very well, Daly; you can haul aboard
FOUr main-tack, now ; rememlber, you're e ge
into Plynioutl as scon as it s dark.  1F you
see anything of Admiral Bluewater, tell him T
rely on his support, end only wait for his ap-
pearanee 1a finish Monsieur de Vervillin's job"

“ Il do all that, with hearty good will, six
Pray, Sic Gervase,” mlded Duly, grinning, e
the poop of the prize, whither he had got by
this lime, having walked aoft as his thip went
whead, “ how da you like Freach signals # For
want ol & letter, we were driven to the ol
sies 1

* Ay, you 'd be bothered to expluin all your
own fings, L fancy. The same of the ship s
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the Victory, T am told; why did you put her
in armour, and whip a kedge up ageiost the
poor woman 7"

“It"s according \o the books, Sir Gervaise-
Every word of it out of Cicers, and Cordairy,
and Cornelius Nepos, and them sort of fellows.
Qb 1 went to school, sir, before I went to
sea, a3 you say yourself, somelimes, Sir Ger-
waise ; and lierature is the some in [reland, es
it is 6}l over the world.  Victory needs armaour,
sir, in order to be victorious ; and the anchor ia
to show thal she doesn’t bLelong o * the cut
and vun' family. I am es sure that oll was
right, as I ever mas of my moods and tenses”

“Yery well, Daly,” angwered Sir Gervaise,
leughing — * By lords shall know your merits
o thot way, and it niay get you named a pro-
fessor — keep your luff, or you'll be down on
our sprit-sail-yard ; — remember and follow the
Diyuid”

Here the geotlemen waved their hands in
adieu s usual, and La Victoire, clipped as she
was aof her wings, drew slowly past.  The
Drruid succeeded, snd Sir Gervaise simply ghve
Blewct his arders to see the prize into port, and
ta lock afier bis own lore-mast, This ended
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the Geld-day; Lhe Irigate luffing up to wind-
ward of the line again, leaving the Plantagenst
o its rear. A few minules later, the latier ship
Glled and stond afier her consorts.

The vice-sdmiral having now ascertsined,
in the mowt direct manner, the actusl conditen
of bis feer, had data on which to form his plans
for the future.  But for the leter from Bloe
water, he waold have been perfectly happy:
the sueeess of the day having infused a spint
ivie the dilferent vesscls, thal, of itsclf, was 3
pledge of more important results,  Still he de-
termined 1o net as if that letter had nerer been
written, firding it impossible to believe that
ooe who had so long been true, could rally
fail Wim in the hour of need. “ 1 knaw his
beart better than he knows it himself" he
caught himsall mentally exclaiming, * wed be
fote either of us is a doy older, this will I prove
to him, to his confusion and my rivmplu”  He
had severul shors end broken conversations
with Wycherly in the course of the afterncos,
with & view 1o ascertain, if possible, the real
frame of mind in which bis friend had writteo;
but without success, the young man frankly
admitting that, owing to » conlution of thought
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that he modestly attributed to lrimself, bui
which Sir Gervaise well knew ought in Justice
to be imputed to Bluewater, he hod not been
shle to bring away with him any very clear
nations of the rezr-admirel’s inentions.

In the meanwhile, the elements were begin-
ping to exhilit another of their cliangeful
humours. A gale in summer s seldom of long
durntion, and twenty-four hours would seem
to be the period which nature bad ssigied o
this. The weather hnd moderared materinlly
by the time the review had taken place, and
Sve wurs later, nat only had the sea subsided
ta a very reasonable swell, but the wind had
hauled several points ; coming out a Fresh top-
gellant breeze at narth-west. The French fleet
wore poon after, standing about rordi-east-by-
north, or on an easy bowline.  They had been
welive in repairing damages, and the admical
was all a-tanto again, with everything set tha,
the other ships carried. The plight of -Le
Scipion was not so eesily remedied, though
even she had two jury-masts rigged, assistance
having been senl from the other vessels as soon
a3 boats could sefely pass.  As the sun hung in
the western sky, wanting about an hour of dis-
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appearing from one of the long symmer dayxs
of that high Iatitude, this ship st a mizen-top-
sail in the place of n main, and a fore-top-
gallunt-sail in liew of a mizen-op-ssil. Fhus
equipped, she was ensbled 1o keep compasy
with her consorts, oll of which were under easx

canvass, weiting for the night to coter their

mMovemEnts.
. Sir Gervaise Clakes hud mode the signed Er
his feet to tack in succession, from the rear o
the van, about an hour before Le Scipionh ad
olkained this additional sail. The order was
executed with prest rendiness, awd, as the ships
had been looking up as high as westsonthemet
before, when they got round, and healded norib-
north-cast, their line of sailing was sl quine
o lengie o windward of that of the enemy.
Ax each vessel filled on the larboard tack, she
shortened tail to allow the ships mstaru to keep
wway, and close to her station. It is scarcely
necessary to say, that this change sywin broughe
the Plantagenet 1o the head of the line, sith
the Warspite, however, instead of the Car-
natic, for her second astern; the later rewsl
being ¢uite in the rear.

It was 2 glerious afiernoon, wnd there war
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ewary promise of es fine & night.  Still, as there
were but about six hours of positive darkness
=t that season of the year, and the moon would
rise pt midnight, the vice-admira] krew he had
o time tolose, il he would effect anyihing under
the cover of abseurity.  Reefs were no longer
used, though ail the ships were under short
canvas, in erder o sccommodete their move-
Trents to those of Lhe prize.  The lutter, how-
ever, was now in Low of the Druid, and, as this
frigate carried her top-gellant-sails, eided by her
own courses, La Victaire was enabled not only
ta keep up with the fieel, then under whiole top-
sails, but 1o meintain her weatherly positon,
Such was the slate of things just as the sun
dipped, Lhe ememy being on the lee bow, dis-
tant ope and & hall jesgues, when the Plan-
tagenet showed a signal for the whole Aeet to
heave 10, with the main-top-sails 10 the masis.
This command wos scarcely executed, when
the officert an deck were surprised to heara
bostsmain's mate piping awoy the crew of the
rice-admirals barge, or that of the boak whicl:
wis appropristed o the particulsr service of
the commander-in-chief.

Nl I hesr aright, Sir Gereaise?" in-
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quired Greenly, with curicsily and lntercu;
“is it your wish to hove your barge oanoed,
sir?®

“ You heard perfectly right, Greenly ; acd,
if disposed for o row Uis fine evening, 1 chall
ask the faveur of your company. Sir Wreberly
Wychocambe, a3 you are an idler here, [ Barne
a flapr-officer’s right to press you inte myr ser-
wiee, By the way, Greenfs, I hare made oot
and sigmed en order to this genleman 1o repor:
himsell to you, a4 attached to my family, 93 the
soldiers esll iy as soon as Atwood has copisd
it, it will be handed to him, when I beg oo
will consider him ps my frst nid,”

Ta this 1o one coald object, aud Wscherly
made o bow of acknowledgmeni. At thal m-
stant the barge was seen swinging off aver ihe
ship’s waist and, at the next, the yand Lekles
were heard ovechauling themselves, The splash
of the Boat in the woter followed,  The crew
was in her, with cars on end, end poised boat-
heoks, in anotber minute. The guerd presented,
the bootswain piped orer, the drum rofled, and
Wiycherly jumped to Lhe gengmay and wus out
of sipht quick as thought. Grecoly snd Sir
Gervnise [Ullowed ; when the boal shoved off
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Although the seas had greatly subsided, and
tkeir combs were no longer dangerous, the
Anlantic was far from being as quiet us o Take
in a summer eventide. At the very Gt dash
of the oars the borge rose on a Jang, heavy
swelt that buoyed ber up like a bubble, and as
the water ghided fcom under her sgain, it
seemed as iff she was about 10 sink inte some
cavern of the ocean. Few thiogs give more
vivid impressiens of helptessness ihan boats
thus tossed Ly the waters when not in their
reging humaurs; for one is apt 1o expect better
treatment thet thus to be made the plaything
of the =lement, All, however, who have ever
flontedd on even the most quiet ocean, must have
experienced more or ltess of this helpless de-
pendence, the stoutest bioat, impelled Ly the
lustiest erews, appearing half the time like o
leather floating in cppricious currents of the
wir.

The aceupants of the barge, howeser, wete
toe [mmiliar with their situation o think much
of these matters; and 29 soon as Sir Gervaise
had assented to Wyclerley's offer to take the
tiller, he glanced upward, with a eritieal eye, in
order to scan Lhe Plantagenet's apprarance.

oL 1L [
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# That fellow, Morganic, has gat u beter
excuse for his xebecorig than | bad supposed,
Greealy,” lie said, alter 8 minute of observation.
“ Your fore-top-mast is at least six inches to0
far forward, and 1 beg you will bave it staged
aft -morrow morning, if the westher pormic
None of your Mediterranean craft for me, in the
narrow sens.”

“ Very well, Sir Gervaise; the spar shall be
righted in the morming watch,” quietly returosd
the captain.

# Now, there s Goodfellow, half-parson as be
is; the mah coutrives 1o keep his sticks more
upright then any captrin in the Bect Yoo
never see & spar half an inch out of its place, on
Loard the Warspite.”

4 That is because her captain trims every-
thing by his own life, sir,” rejined Greenl
smiling. * Were we half as good us he s in
other matters, we might be better than we ure
in seamanship.”

“ 1 do not think religion hurts a sailer
Greeply —ne, not in the lenst ‘That is to
say, when be don't wedge his musts oo sights
but leaves play enough for oll weathers. There
is no cant in Goodfellow.”
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*4 Nat the least of ity sir; and that it ia which
wraskes bim b0 grent & fevourite, The claplain
of the Werspite is of some use; bue one might
mx well have n bowsprit rigged aut of & cobin-
wrindow, as have cur chap.”

“ Why, we never bury = man, Greealy, with-
out putting him ioto the water as a Christian
sbouid be,* returned Sir Germise, with the
simplicity of a true believer of the decency
mebool. 1 hate to see & seanizn Lossed into the
ocean like 4 bag of ofd clothes”

W get along with that part of the duty
pretly well; but efore - man is dead, the par-
son is ¢l opinien that ke belongs altogether to
the doctor.”

“1°@ bee u hundred guineas, Magrath has
had some influence over him, in this mater —
give the Hlenheim a wider berth, Sic Wycherly,
[ wish to st how she looks aloft—he's o
—=1 fellow, that Magrath," —no one swore
in 5ir Gervaise's bost but himself, when the
vice-admiral's flag wea Byiug in ber bows; —
“and he 's just the sort of man 1o put such
nation it the chaplains heald™

“Why, there, 1 Lelieve you're more thon

o 2
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halt right, Sir Gorveise; [ overheard & coo-
versation Letween them ope dark night, wben
they were propping the mizen-mast uoder the
break of the poop, and the surgeon did fosm-
win o theoty very like that you mention, sir”

“ AR —=De did, did he?  1t's just like the
Scolch rogue, wha wanted 1o persuade me the
your poor unele, Sir Wycherly, cught not
have been blocded, ip as clear u case of npoplesT
as ever was met with"

 Well, Tdidn't think he could liase corried
iz impudence as far s tbat,” observed Greenly,
whose medical knowledge was about on » par
with that of Siv Gervaive, © [ didn’t think ered
a dector would dare to hald such a doctrioe!
As for the chuplain, 1o bkim he laid down the
principle that religion and medicing  never

worked woll together.  Rle said religion was so
-

s al ive, nind would asalt us qoick
us fire”

4 He 's 2 greot vagebond, that Magrath, vwhen
be gers hold of o young band, sic: aml T =i
with all my lieart the Pretender had him, with
twe or three pounds of bis lavourite medicines

with Lim— I think, between the two, England
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might reap some advantage, Greenly. — Now,
to my netion, Wychecambe, the Blenheim
would make belter weather, if her masts were
shortened at least two feer,”

“ Perheps she might, Sir Gervaise ; but would
she be Bs certuin & ship, in coming int action
in light winds and at critical moments "

“Umph! It's time for us old fellows to
look about us, Greeulsy, when the boys hegin to
reason on A line of hartle!  Don't hlush,
Wychecombe; doa't blush.  Your remark was
sensible, and shows reflection.  No country can
erer have & powerful maring, or one likely to
Ppreduce much influence in her wars, that does
not pay Tigid attention to the wetics of feets.
Your frigate actions and sailing of single ships,
are well encugh as drill; bol the great practicc
must be in squadton.  Ten heavy ships, in good
Heet discipline, and kept at sea, will o more
than g hundred single cruisers, in establishing
and maintaining discipline; end it is only by
using vessels fogeiher, that we find out what
both ships and men crn do.  Now, we owe the
success of this day to our poactice of ssiling in
close order, end in knowing how ts keep our
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stations; ¢lse would six ships never have boes
able 1o eurry awsy Lthe palm of riczory from
twelve — Pulm | — Ay, that's the very word,
Greenly, I waa trying e think of this soorming.
Daly's d—d paddy should have bl & palo-
branch in its hand, as an emblem of Vietory I~
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CHAFTER V.

13e thet bas sailed upeo the durk-blus se,

Y3 viewed ut times, [ ween, & Al Guir wight

Whea the fresh broees is fair ar breeen may be,

‘The white axil wet, the gallent frigage tight,

M, spcrra, and stfand retifing b the nght,

The ghoticus muin expanding o't the baw,

The conwoy spresed Tihe wild vwpon ig their Sigh,

The dullest sailer waring brsrely pow,

Bo guily curl the wares before each dushing prow.
Braax.

As Sir Gervaise Oukes’ active ming was liable
to uch sudden mutations of thought as that
described in the close of the last chapter,
Greeply neither smiled, nor dwelt on the sub-
jectat all; he simply pointed out to his superior
the fact, that they were now sbreast of the
Thunderer, and desired 1o know whether it was
his pleasure to proceed eay further. h

“ To the Carnatie, Greenly, if Bir Wycherly
will have the goodness to shepe his course
thither. [ have & word 1o say to my friend
Packer, before we sleep tonight.  Give us
roar, b 1 to Jock ot Mocgunic's fancies,
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o T dews gmis bis ship withoat leaming some-
iy wew.  Lord Morgeoic's vessel G & good
=man ur @ gl felows o attend — her,
g

“ Tee oo b ooeianle o model vessel in
<npe s, S Goroise, though | flauer
el 3o Tartupemers bave no great occasion
T mbmme Jem, 7 ender to gain & charecter.”
* T= mirme Mopek in order w know
w wwen T oordes ! —Foh ! ler Mor-
e thne 3 scdeecl i pem Yt the fellow is
ot el m %wele oeither; berps his sation
v xni yuwkss fomsedl hoth beard and fell
A3 Gnee e 3 Suaribiog his bat on the poop,
i wrmies oy wat the deove Sir Jarey s after,
w7 Spers o Weekecoenbe, and let us bear
vl ¢ hes o osw.T

* el owemimg, S Gervabe,” called ouc
v eac’, =5 e king the fmtictive i the dis-
crars: < 1w i bopes when [ s onr flag
n D 2vas, Sws Yo were poing to do me the
Feonr W orem 2 boce of claret, and 1o ste
woane Taz T bwee <D standing oo the uable”
=1 dnni yow, =y Jond, b bosibess before
peamre. We bare pot been idle wodar,
dvegh wemwerrw shal be still more busy.

"~
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How does the Achilles steer, now her lforeniast
is in its place?”

“ Yaws like a fellow with his grog abward,
Sir Gervaise, on my bonour T We shall never
du anything with her, until you consemt bo fet
us stay her spars in our own fushion. Do you
intend 1o send me Dhaly back, or am 1 to play
first liewtenant mysell, admiral 7

“ Daly 's shipped for the eruise, ond you
must de ss well ak you eon without him.  IF
you fnd soursell without a sweond asterm, in
the course of the night, do pot fancy she hns
gone to the botiom.  Keep guod look-outs, 1nd
pay sitention to signals.”

As Sir Gervaise waved his hand, the young
noble did nol venture ta reply, much Tess to ask
a question, though there was not a linle specu-
lation an the poop of the Achilles, concerning
the meaning of his words. The boat movel
on, and five minutes later Sir Gervaise was an
the quarter-<deck of the Camalic.

Parker reecived the commonder-in-chief, hat
in hand, with asolicitude and anxiety thnt were
constitutional, perhaps, aod which oo conscious-
mess of deserving could enticely appense.  Habit,
however, had its share in it, sinte, accustomed

G5
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to defer to rank from boyhood, mnd the archi-
teet of his own © liwle formne,” he bad ever
attachied more importence to the commendaton
of his superior, than was asusl with those who hed
aiher props Lo lewn an than their own services
As soon as the honours of the quarter-deck had
Leen uly paid —for these Sir Gervaise neve
negleated Timsell, noe ollowed athers to peglect
—the vice-ndmiral intimated to Captain Par-
her o desire to see him in his cabin, requesting
Greenly and Wrycherly o secompany thew
below,

“ Upeon my word, Parker,” commenced &¢
Gervaise, locking areund hin at the air of sin
gular domestic comibrt that the after-cabio of
the ship presented, * you have & knack of
taking a house Lo sea with you, that ne otbe
caplain of the fleet pessesses! Wo finery, oo
Morganies, but a plain, wholesome, domestic
Jock, that might make a man believe he was m
his father's house. I would give & thonsand
paunds if my vagabonds could give the cebin of
the Plantagenet such a Bowldero look, now

* Less than & hundred, sir, have done the
litde you see here. Mrs. Parker makes it »
peint to look W those mauers herself, and io
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hat lies the whole secret, perhaps. A good
wife 3% n great blessing, Sir Gervaise, though
sou have never been able 10 persuade yoursell
inta the notion, T believe,”

“ L hardly think, Perker, the wife can do it
all.  Mow there's Stowel, Bluewater's eaptain,
he is martied as well 2s yourself —nay, by
George, I have heard the old fellow soy be had
as much wife as any man in His Majesty's ser-
viee — but Afz cabin Tooks like & coblbler’s barn,
and his stule-room like a soldier’s bank | When

we werc lieytenants together in the Eurydice,
Parker, your state-room had just the same sir
of comlort sbout it that this cabin has at this
instent,  No, no, L% in the gmi'n, nizn, oF it
sever would show itsell, in all times and places™

“You forget, Sir Gervaise, that when 1 had
the hooour 1o be your messmate in”the Enry-
dice, I was o married man.”

“ I beg your psrdon, my old itiend ; so yau
were, indeed | Why, that was o confounded
lang time ags, — hey, Fucker 17

1t was, teuly, sie; but { was poor, aod could
not sford the exteavagancies of a single life. 7
murried  for the soke of economy, Admirel

legs."
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“ And love —" answered Sir Gervaise laugh-
ing. " 11l warrent you, Cireenly, that be per-
suaded Mrs. Parker into that notion, whether
tewe of not. Il wartant you, e didu't tell A
e married for so sneaking o thing as econamy !
T should Bke to see your siate-room Tow,
Parker™

“ Nuthing epsier, Sir Gervaise,” answersd
the captain, rising and opening the door. * Her
it i, siry though litde worthy of the attenton of
the cwner of Bawldere.”

“ A notable place, truly l—and with o hoyse-
wife-look about it that must cersinly remind
you of Mrs. Parker — unless, indeed, that pic-
ture a1 the foot of your cot puts other motions
mto your hend | What young hussy have yon
got there, my old Eurydice? Hey, Parker?”

“ Thet is & picture of oy faithful wife, Sr
Gervaist | a proper companion, I hope, of mp
cruise 2%

“ ey [ What, that young thing your wik,
Parker! How the d—J came she to hare
youi”

“ Ah, Sir Gerviise, she is a young thing oo
Tonger, bt is well turned towards sizty. Toe
picture was taken when she was bride, snd i
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all the dearer 1o me now that I know the origi-
nal has shared my fortunes so long. 1 never
look at it witheul remembering wilh gratitude
how much she thinks of me in our croises, and
how aften she prays for our success. You mre
not. forgotten either, sir, in ber prayers”

“Il" leimed the wice-admirel, quite
touched at the eatnest simplicity of the other.
“ X¥ ye hear that, Greeoly 7 [l engage, naw,
this lady is & good woman — u really excellent
creature — just such anather 95 my poor sainted
maother was, and a blessing we all sround her!
Give me your hand, Parker; and when you write
next to your wile, tell her from me, Gadl bless
her; and soy all you think a man ooght Lo say
on such an occasion. Aml now (o business.
Let us seat ourselves in this snug domesiie-

locking cabin of yourt, and wlk our matters
over.”

The twa captains und Wrycherly fallowed
the ¥i Imiral into the aft Lin, where the
latter seated himsell on & smel] sofa, whilz the
others took chairs, in respectiul attitudes near
him, ne famikenty or jocularity on the part of
a naval superior, ever lessening the distancs
between him and those who Asld subordinaie
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commiysions — a fact that legislators woold do
well to remember, whez graduativg rark i =
service.  Asscon as all were placed, Sir Ger-
vaise opened bis mind.

“1 have & delicate piece of duty, Capuin
Parker,” be commenced, * which ! owish o=
trusted 16 yoursell You must koow that we
handigd the ship which escaped us this moroing
by running down inlo ber own lipe, pretiy
roughly, in every respect; brsides cutdeg e
of her masts out of her.  This ship, as you may
have seen, bas got op jury masts already; but
they are spara that can only be intended 1o
carry her into port. ML de Vervillin is oot
the man [ take bim t¢ be, if he intends o leaw
the guarrel between us whera it i3 Sdll be
cannot ketp that crippled ship in his feet, 207
more than we can keep our prize, and | meke
oo doubit he will send her off to Cherbourg 15
soon as it is dark ; most probebly sccompanied
by one of his corvettes; or perhaps by 12
Trigae.”

“ Yes, Sir Grreaise,”  returnsd  Pasker,
thoughtfully, as soon as his superior ctased L0
apeak ; ¥ whet you predict 11 quite likely 0
_happen.”
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4 Lt minse happen, Parker, the wind blowing
«Lirectly for his baven. Now, you moy easily
% xmagioe what I want of the Carnatic,”

“ 1 suppese I understand you, sir; and yet,

& £ I might presume to express a wish "

“ Speak out, old boy — you 're talking to &
friend. 1 hare chosen you to serve you, both
a5 one I like, and a3 the oldest caplain in the
fleet. Whaever catches thae ship will hear
wore of L7

“Yery true, Sirg but ace we not Iikely (o
have more work here? and would it be aho-
gether prudent to send so Fne a ship as the
Carnatic away, when the enemy will count ten
to six, even i she remain "

Al this bas been thought of; and 1 sup-
pose your own feeling hes been anticipated.
You think it will be more henourable to your
vessel, 1o keep her place in the line, than to
ke & ship already hall beaten.”

# Tho "sit, indeed, Sir Garvaise. T do con
fess some such thoughts were crossing my
tnind.™

# Then se¢ how ensy it is to rouse them out
of it. I cannot fight the French in this mode-
rate weather, without & reinforeoment,  VWhea
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the tear joins, we shall be just 1en 1o tea with-
out you, and with you, should be eleren to ten.
Wow, 1 canfess, T don't wish the least odde, and
shall send awuy somebody; especially when I
feel cerlain a noble iwo-decked ship will be
reward. If & frigate wccompany the crippled
fellew, you 'll have your hands full, apd » vey
fair fight; and should you get either, &t =i
be a handsoie thing. What say you =,
Parker 2"

41 begin lo think better of the plan, S
Gervaige, and am groteful for the selection. 1
wish, however, T knew your own precise wishe
—I've always found iv safe o follow them,
A

“Here they are, then. Gt four or five st
of the sharpest eyes you have, and send 1heo
aloft to keep a steady look on your chap, wble
there is light enough to be certoin of him. [0
a little while they 'll be able to recognise him @
the dark; and by keeping your night-glasss
well levelled, hie can searcely slip off withou!
your missing him. The moment he is goot,
were short round, end make the best of your
way for Cape la Hogue, or Alderney; you il
go ihree feet 1o hiz iwa, and, my life on it by
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daylight you 'l bave bim o windward of you,
and then you'll be certain of bim,  Walt fur no
signals lrom e, but be off a5 5000 2 it is dark.
When your work iz dope, make the bet of
Your way to the nearest Eoglisk porty and clap
& Scolchman oo your shoulder o keep the
king's sword from chafing ic  They hought
fie fit for knighthood at threc-and-twenty, and
the deute is in it, Parker, if yoa are ot warthy
of it at three-and-sixy [~

“Ah! Sir Gerraise, everything you onder-
100k succended.  You bever yet dhilad in any
expedition.”

% That bas come from ancmpting much, My
plans bave often filed ; but as womething good
has generally foliowed from them, I have the
credit of designing to do exactly what I've
done,”

Then fellowed 2 long detailed discourve, oo
the subject befiore them, in which Gireenly joined;
the iater making seversl useful suggestions
to the vetersn commander af the Carnatic,
After passing quite sn bour in the eabin of
Parker, Sir Gervsise took bis leave, and re-
entered bis barge It was pow so dark that
small objects could oot be distinguished &
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British line braced forward their maie-jards o
it might be, by o common impulse, and bal
there been one there of suffciently acowe vorva
he might have hesrd all six of the meia-opa
Aoppivg 4t the same instant, As » mana o
course the vessels statted shearl, and, the oele
beittg ta follow Lhe vice-ndmiral in 2 clow Inc
ahead, when the Plantagenet edged off, sosw
bring the wind abesrm, cuch vessel did the s,
in succession, or ag B0OT s in the commuands.
in-chief's wake, as il guided by instioet, Abat
ten minutes later, the Carnatie, 1o the surpoe
of those who witmessed the monauvre in the
Achilles, wore short vound, and ser studding-
sails on her starbosrd side, sizering large. The
darkest portion of the harizon being that which
lay 16 the eastward, or, in the direction of the
contingtl, in twebly minutes the pyramid of ber
shadewy outline was swallowed in the gleom
All this time, La Vietoire, 'with the Dryid lesd-
ing and towing, kept upon a bowline; and w
hour later, when &ir Gervaise found himsell
abeam of the French line agein, and half a
league 1o windward of it, no traces were 10 be
seen of the three ships last nentioned.
" 8o far, all goes well, gentlemen,” obserred
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the vice-admiral to the group around him on
the peop ; * and we will now iry to count the
enemy, to muke cerwain Ae, oo, has no stegglers
sul 1o pick vp waifs.  Gremly, try thae glass ;
it Ia ser for the night, and Four cyes are the
best we have. e particular in locking for the
fellow under jury-masts.”

1 mgke out but ten ships in the iine, Sir
Gerraise,” answered the caplain, afier a long
exarinalion ; * of course the crippled ship
muzt bave gone to beeward.  OF Aery cectainly,
[ can find no wrages.”

“You will oblige me, Sir Wycherly, by
seeing what you can make cut, in the same
way.”

After 2 sull longer exeniination than that of
the caplain, Wycherly mude the same report,
adding thal he thought he also missed the
frignte that had been nearest Le Foudroyant,
repesting her signals throughout the day. This
circumstance grotified Sir Gervaise, a3 he was
pleased to find his prognostics came true, and
he was not serry 1o be rid of one of the enemy's
light eruisers: a species of vessel that often
proved embarrassing, sfier a decided afaic,

aven to the congquerars,
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“ 1 think, Siv Gervaise,” Wycherly modestly
sdded, “ihet the French have boarded ther
1acks, and are pressing up to windward to ear
us. Did it nor appesr so ta you, Capmin
Greenly 17

“Not atall, If they carry courses, the suils
liave Leen sel within the last five minutes—ha!
Sir Gervaise, (hat is an indication of a busy
night]”

As he spoke, Greenly pointed to the place
where the French admiral was known 1o be
where at that instant appesred a double row of
lights ; proving thot the batteries had their hin-
terna lity and showing a dispesition to engage
In less than & minute the whole French live
wns 1o be traced along the ses, by the doghle
rows of illumination, the light resernbling hat
which is seen through the window of a mom
that has a bright five, rather then one in which
lamps or candles are actually wisible.  As thia
was just the species of engagement in which e
English had much o risk, and litde to gain,
Sir Gervaise immediulely gave orders to brace
forward the yards, 1o board fore-nnd- main tacks,
and 1o set top-galleni-sails. As 2 matier of
course, the ships astern made sail in the same
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manner, and hauled up on taut bowlines, loliow-
ingr the admiral.

1 This is not our play,” coolly remarked Sir
Grervaise; *a erippled ship would drop directly
into their arms, and as for any success et long-
shot, in & two-to-one fight, it is net to be
locked for.  No-—na—Monsieur de Yervillin,
show us your teeth il yoo will, and = pretty
sight it is; but you do ot draw a shot from me,
1 hope the order to show ne lights i duly
attended to."

1 do not think there i3 & light visible from
any ship in the flest, Sir Gervaise,” anawered
Bunting, *though we are so near there can be
no great difficulty in telling where we are”

# All but the Carnntic and the prize, Bunting.
The more fuss they make with us, the less will
they think of them.”

It is probabie the French edmiral had been
deceived by the near approach of his enemy,
for whose prowess he had w profound respect,
He had made his preparations in expeet-
ation of an atack, but he did not open his
fire, although heavy shot would certzinly hare
told with effect.  Indisposed te the uncertainty
of & night sction, he declined bringing it on,
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and the lights disappeared from bis ports az
liour Tater; at that time the English ships by
currying sail harder theao wes usual o s sl
a breeze, fuund themselves sut of guomsho, m
the weather bow of their ensmies.  Thes, and
not till then, did Sir Gervaise reduce his cu-
vass, having, by nieans of his glasses, frst ascer-
tained that the French had again hauled o
their eourses, and were moving along at 4 ey
ensy rate of sailing.

Jt was now near midnight, and Sir Gereui
prepared to go below. Previously to quiting
the deck, however, he gave very explicil prden
to Greenly, who transmitted them to the fim
fieutenant, that officer or the caplain intending
te be on the look-out through the night; ke
movements of the whole squadren being so de-
pendent an thase of the flag-ship, The sice-
admiral then tetired, and went coolly to bel
He was not a man to lose his rest, because an
enemy wag just gul of gun-shot.  Accustomed
to be manceuvring in front of hostile Oeets, the
situation had lost its novelty, and he had =
much confidence in the practice of his captains,
that he well knew nothing could ecur 5o long
85 his orders were abeyed ; to doubt the later
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would have been heresy in his eyes. I pro-
fessional nonchal oo foan ded pur
tice-admiral. Blow high, ot blow low, it never
digtusbresd Lhe economy of his cabin-life, bevond
what unaveidably was conneeted with the com-
fart of the ship; nor did any prospect of batle
cause & fieal 1o vary 3 minute in tee, or a
partiele in form, ontil the bulk-heads were
actually knocked down, and the batleries wece
cleared for action. Although excllable in trifles,
and sometimes a linle irritable, Sir Gervaise, in
the way of bis profession, was o gresl man on
great is His F was sn-
guine, and his spirit Yoth decided and bold;
end, in common with all such men, who see the
troth at all, when he did see i, he saw it sa
clearly, a3 to theow oll the doubts that beset
winds of a less mascoline order imo the shade.
On the present occasion, he was sure nothing
could well occur to disturb his rest; and he
took it with the composure of one on terra_fima,
and in the security of peace. Unlike those who
are uneceustomed to seencs of exeiterieny, he
quietly andressed limsell, and his bead was na
sooner on it pillow, than he fell into a profyund

sleep.
¥ol. Il H
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It wauld have been s corivns subject of ob-
servation to an inexpericnced persen, to nole
the manner in which the two Beets manauvred
that night  Afier seversl hours of ineffectmal
efforts to bring their enemies fairly within resch
of theit pune, wher the movn had risen, te
French gave the matter up for & time, shorten-
ing sail, while most of their superior officers
caught w litde rest.

The sun was just tising, as Galleypo lid
his hamd on the shoulder of the vice-adminl,
agrecably ta onders given the previous night
The touch sufficed; Sir Gereaise being wide
awake in an instant, ' Well,” he said, risug
e a sitting attitude, and putting the question
which ficst occurs to & seaman, " hbow's the
weather 27

© A good top-gallant breese, Sir Jarvey, and
just what’s this ahip's play.  1f you'd only let
her out, and on thera Johnny Crapauds, shed
e dowtt among ‘em, in half an bour, like »
bawk upon a chicken. I ought to report o
your honour, that the last chicken will be dished
for breakfast, unless we gives wn onder to the
gun-room steward to turn us over some of his
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birds, os pay for what the pigs ent; which were
real capons”

“ Why, you pirate, you would nat have me
commit a zobbery on the high sess, would
yei”

“ What robbery would it be to order the
gun-room to self us some poultry. Lord! Sir
Jarvey, 1'm as far from wishing to teke a thing
withaut an vrder, ne the gunnet's yeomen; but
Ter Mr, Arwoed put it in black and white.”

+ Tush !™ imterrupted the masier. * How
did the French bear from us, when you wera
last on deck #7

“ Why, 1here they is, Sir Jarver,” answered
Galleygo, drawing the curlain frem before the

state-room windaw, and allowing the vice-ad
miral to see the rear of the French line for
himself, by torning hall round; <and just
where we wanls 'em : their leading ship a linle
#baft our lec-bear, distant one Jeague.  That’s
what | calls satisfactory, now.”

4 Ay, that 71 e good position, Master Gal-
leygo, Was the prize in sight, or were you too
chicken-headed 1o look.”

[ chicken-headedt Well, &ir Jarey, of
sll characters and descriptions of me, that your

H3%
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beacor bas seen fic 10 por shvowd, this b de
mo=t unjusest; chickens being & wd 1 oever
thinks on, off scondingy. Pig-beaded rou mix
in teascn call me, Sir Jarvy; for [ o focks
arter the pigs, which is the only real stamd-br
in a ship; bot [ pever dreams of u chirken,
except for goar Bappetite  When ey was
eight oo “em ——7

“ W the prize in sight?” demmnded Sir
Grervaise, » linke sbarply.

4 No, Sir Jarry: sbe bad dbappeared, acd
the Droid with her.  Dua this isn’e all, sir; for
they dors zay, same’at bas befailen the Carmoe,
whe buving gome out of cor line, like a bicoacle
lamp at ight bells™

“ Ay, abe is not visibie either.”

“ Not #0 mwch as a hen-coop, Sir Jarry |
We all wonders what bas Lecome of Capuin
Parker; no sign of bim or of his ship is 1o be
found on the bring ocesn.  The young gende-
men of the watch laugh, and zay wle must bave
gone up in a water-spout ; but they laughs 2
much st mivfpetins, generolly, that 1 neser
minds “em.”

@ Elave you hod a good took-out at the ocean,
this morning, Master Galleygo?” aked Sir
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Gervaise, drawing his head oul of a basin of
water, for by this time he was hall-dressed,
and making his preparations for the razor.
“You used 1o have an eye for a chase, when
we were in a frigate, and ought 16 be able to
tell me if Bluewater is in sight.”

“ Admiral Blue! — Well, Sir Jarey, it s
remackable, Lot ) had just rubbed his division
out of my log, end forgmi.en all wbout it. There
way o handful of crafl, or so, off here to the
nor'urd, ot daglight, but [ never thaughe it was
Admiral Blue, it being more nat'ral to suppose
him in Iis place, 23 vsual, in the rear of our
own line. Let me ser, Sir Jarvy, how many
ships has we alsent under Admiral Blue?™

" Why the fise two-deckers of bis own divi-
sion, lo be sure, besides the Ranger and the
Grat.  Seven sail in all.”

“ Yes, that's just itT Well, your henaur,
there war five sail to be seen, cut here to the
nerard, as [told you ; and, sure enough, it may
have been Admiral Blue, with all his crailt.,”

By this time, Sir Gervaise hed his face oo~
vered with lather, bul he lorgot the circomstance
in a moment. As the wind was sl the north-
west, and the Plutagenet was on the larboard
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tack, locking in the direction of the B o
Vortland, though much o far to the soothwand
to allow the land to be seen, his omn hrboard
quarter-gallery window ¢ ded u grend siew
of the whole hotizon to windward. Crovag
over from the starboard stale-room, which he
ocupied rrofficia, he opened Lhe window in
qrestion, and look 4 look for himsell, There,
sure ¢nough, was visible & squadron of fve

ships, in close order, edging leisurely dowo =
the two lines, under their top-sails, and fo
near enough 1o alow it to be ascertained that
their courses were not set. This sight prodaced
& sudden cliange in ol the vice-admiral’s move
ments. The business of the tollet was resumed
in haste, and the beard was mowed with a slash-
ing hand, that might hare been hazardous i
the motion of a shin, but for the long experienes
of a sailor.  This important part of the apen-
uon was scorcely through, when Eocker m-
nounced the presence of Captain Greenly fa the
main cabin.

# What now, Greenly 2— what now " called
oul the vice-admiral, puffing ss he withdrew bis
head ogain from the basin — * What pow,
Greenly 7 Any news from Bluewater 27
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“1 um bappy to tell you, Sir Gervaise, he
bas been in sight more than an hoor, and is
closing with ws, though shyly and slowly, [
would not let you be called, as all was right,
and I koew gleen was necessary to o clear
head.”

1 You have done quite right, Greenly ; God
willing, I intend this tobe a busy doy | The
French must see our rear division.”

* Bevond a doubt, sit; but they show no
signs of making of, M. de Vervillin will fight, I
feel certain, though the experience of yesterday
may render him a litde shy 03 to the mode.”

* And his crippled ship — old Parker's
friend —I wke it she (s not visible.”

“ You were quite right in your conjecture,
Sir Gervaise; the erippled ship is off, us is one
of the lrigates, no doubs te see her in.  Blewer,
120, has gone weil to windwerd of the French,
though he can fetch into ne anchorage short of
Portsmouth il this breeze stand.”

“ Any heven will Jo.  Our little success will
animate the king’s party, and give it more filat,
pechaps, then it renlly merits, Let there be no
deluy with the breaklast this morning, Greenly;
it will be & busy day.”
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" Ay —ay—sir—" aniwered the captan @
the sailov’s usual mapney ; * that has been wen
to already, a5 I have expected 1 mach, Ad-
miral Bluewater keeps his ships it most beso-
uful order, sir. [ de not think the Cowr,
which leads, is Lwo cables’ length from the
Dublin, the sternmost vessel, He s dririgg
four-in-lhand, with a tight rein, tow, Jepend on
it, i

Al this instant Sir Gervaise carme out of bis
stale-room, his coat in bis hand, and with »

that wos theughtful.  He finisded
dressing with an abstracted oir, oad would pd

have known the last parment was on bad oot
Galleygo giren a violeut pull on its skirts, in
order 1o smooth the cloth about the shoulders.

“ Iris odd that Dluewater should come dono
nearly before the wind, in a line shead, and oot
in & line abreast,” Sir Gervaize rejoined, us bi
steward did this office for hin.

* Let Admiral Blue alone for doing what's
right,” put in Galleyge, in hiv usual confident
and seli-passessed manner.  # By keeping bis
ships astern of hissell, he cen tell where w find
am; and we understinds from experience, if
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Sk onvitel Blue koows where to find o ship, he
krvowa how to use her.”

Tuastead of rebuking this interference, which

went a litle further than common, Greenly was
surprisal v osee the vice-admiral look Bis
steward iatently in the fae, as i e mon had
expressed some shrewd and compreliensive
truth,  Then turning 1o his caprain, Sir Ger-
vaise intimated an intention of going on deck
ta survey the state of things with his own
eyes.

H G
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CIAPTER V1

Thau shouldat hare died, 4 high-sould thid!
In those bright days of glory thd,
When Lrinmph so prevailed o'or griet,
W searce wauld mourn the dend
Mes, Hesaxs

Tue eventful day opened with mest of the
glories of o summer's morning. The wind aloac
prevented it from being one of the finest sto-
risings of July : that continued fresh, at nork-
west, and, consequently, <ool for the season
The seas of the south-west gole had entirels
subsided, and were wlready succeeded by the
reguler but eomperatively trifling swell of Lhe
new breere. For large ships, it might be
calted smooth water; though the Driver and
Active showed, by their pitching and unstesdi-
ness, apd even the two-deckers, by their waring
masts, that the unquiet ocean was yet in motios.
The wind reemed likely Lo stand, and was what
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staraen would be apt 1o call m good six-kaot
brreze,

To leeward, atill distant about  league, lay
the French vessels, drawn up in beauniful artay,
and in an order so close and u line s¢ regular,
e to [nduce the belief that M. de Verwillin had
made his dispositions to receive the expected
attack in his present position. All his main-top-
sailaluy st abnck; the top. gallant-5ail fiying

loose, but with buntlings and clew-lines hauled

up; the jibs were flutlering to leeward of thair
beotms, and the courses were hanging in festoons
bepeath their yards, This was gallant fighting-
canvass, and it excited the admiration of even
bis enemies. To increase this feeling, just es
Sir Gervaise's foqt reached the poop, the whole
French line displayed their ensigns, and Le
Foudroyant fired p gon to windward.

+ Hey, Greenly!” exclaimed the English
commander-in-chief; * this is & manly defiance,
and coming frem M. de Vervillin, it means
something. Ele wishes to take the day for it;
though, as I think half that time will answer,
we will wash wp Lhe cups before we go atin
DMake the signals, Bunting, for the shipn to
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beave-ta, and then 1o get their breskfists ne fan
48 possible.  Steady breeze —steads breeze,
Greenly, and all we want 1"

Five minutes later, while Sir Crerraise was
runiing lis eye over the signal-book, tbe Tlan-
tagener’s ealls were piping the people Lo Lhetr
morning meal, ot least an houwr earlier than
common.  The peeple repaired 10 their mese
with & sort of sterth joy ; every man in the ship
undlerstanding the reason of a sumemaens 3o oa-
usual.  The calls of the veisels astern were
heard soon afier, and one of the officers, who
was walching the enemy with a glass, reporiad
that Le thaught the French were breaklastiag
alse.  Orders being given to tbe officers
employ the next balf kour io the same manncr,
nearly everybody wus soon engaged in ealing;
few thinking thot the meal miglt probably be
their lnst,  Sir Gervaise felt a concern, which
he succeeded in concealing, however, ot the
cireumsianee that the ships 1o windward made
te mare sail; thangly he refrpined from signal-
ling the rear-admizol to that effect, from ten-
dermess to his fiiend, and o vague spprehension

what might e the consequences, While
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the crews were ealing, he stoed azing theught-
fully at the noble speetacle the cnemy offered
t leeward, occasionally tuming wistlul glanees
at the division thet was constantly drawing
nearer to windgward, At length CGreenly ime
sell reported that the Planiagenct had * turned
the hands to™ again. At this intelligenee Sir
Gervaise started, a5 from a reverie, smiled, and
spoke.  We will here remark, that now, as on
the previous day, all the natural excitability of
manner had disuppeated from the commender-
inechiel, wnd he wos guiet, and exceedingly
gentle in his deporument.  This, all who knew
him, undersiood to denote a serious determing-
lon to engRge. .

“1 heve dosired Galleygo o set my little
table, hall an Lour hence, in the afier-cabin,
Greeuly, and you wil shore the ezl with me.
Sic Wychetly will be of our party, and I hope
it will not be the last time we may meen at the
same board, 1t is necessary every thing should
be in Righting order to-loy.”

“ S 1 understand ity Sir Gervnise, We are
remdy to begin, a3 soon ms the order shall Le
received.”
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“ Wait ooe moment wntil Bandng comes sp
from his breskiast Ah! here be i, and w
are quite resdy for bim, huving beot-on the
signal io his absence.  Show the order, Boni
ing, for the day sdrances.”

The lirde fagy were Soruting st the main-
top-gallant-mast-hesd of the Plantageset in st
than: one mioute, ad in amciher it was repeated
by the Chloe, Driver, and Active, all of whih
were IFingo, 8 quarter of & mile w windward,
charged In periicolar with this, among wber
dutics.  So well was this signal koows, that oot
2 book in the feet was coasaled, but all be
ships answered, the issant 1be Sags coald be
seen and understood.  Then the shizill whistles
were hesrd along the line, calling, * All bands®
1o “clear ship for action, aboy !"

No sooner was this order given in the Plao-
tagenet, than the ship became » scepe of sctive
but orderly exertion. The top-men wer on
the yunls, stoppering, swinging the yanls in
chains, and Jeshing, in order tn prevent shot
from doing more injury than was coareidable;
bulwarks were knocked down; mess-chests
bags, and all other domestic nppliances, disap-
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peared Befow ®, und the decks were vleared of
every thing which coald be removed, and which
would ot be oecesaary in an engagement. Fully
@ quarter of an hour was thus secopied, for
there was ne hnste, and 25 it was ne moment of
mere parade, it was necessary that the work
should be effectunlly done. The officers for-
Bade heste, and nothing important was reported
as efected, thet same one jn autherity did net
exanmine with his own eyes, to see that no pro-
per care hed been neglected.  Then Mr. Bury,
the first lieutenact, went on the main-yard, in
person, lo look at the manmer in which it hod
been slung, while he seat the boatswain up far-
ward, on the same errand. These wers unusual
precautions, but the ward had passed through
the ship * that Siz Jarvy was in earnest;” and
whenever it was known that © Sir Jarvy " was
in such & | every one und d that
the day's work was to be hard, if not long.

# In the action of the Kile, many of the Freach whips,
under the imprassion that the enermy #ot enpige an 1he
aufaide, put their Tumber, bege, &e., into the panis, s
betwesn 1he guns, io the larborr ar dahors (ot borien 1
snd when the British aschored iudore of Lhem, thew
butteries cauld wot be used [
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% Gur breskfast is ready, Sit Jarey,” reporied
Galleygo, “and as the decks is all clear, the
b'ys can make & clean ron of it from the cep-
pers. 1 only wants to know when to serre i,
your honour.”

“ Serve it now, my good fellow.  Tell the
Bowlderos to be nimble, and expect us belos.
Come, Greenly £, Wychecomt are
the last te sai—Iet us not be the last at our

stations.”

“ Ship’s clear, sie,” reported Bury ta bis
caplain as the three renched the guaricr-deck,
on their woy 1o the cabin.

“Very well, Bury; whea the fleet Ls signalled
te g0 to querters, we will obey with the rat”

As this was said, Greenly locked o the vies
admiral 1o catel his wishes. But Sir CGervaise
hed no i ion of fatiguing his people

sanly.  He hod Peft bis peisate orders with
Bunting, aod lie passed down without an answer
or & glance. The arrangements in the after-
cubin were a3 snug eod as comflertable as if the
breakfast-table hed been set in a private house,
andl the tric took their seats and commenced
operetions with hearty good will, The riee-
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admiral ordered the doors thrown open, and os
the port.ids were up, from the place where he
zat he could command glimpses, both o leewnrd
and to windword, that included n view of the
enemy, a3 %<l 0s one of his own expected rein-
Tore The Bowlderos were in full livery,
and more aclive aml oitentive than usual eveu.
Their stativn in baile—for no man on board o
vessel of war is an “ fgfe ™ in & combat—was
on the poep, as musketrers, neor the persan of
their master, whose colours ey waore, under

the ensign of their priuce, like vagsals of & an-
cient baron. Nowwithstending the crisis of the
morning, hewever, these men performed their
customary funetions with the precision and me-
thod of English menials, smitting oo bexnry or
usage of the walle.  On n sofa bebind the table
was spread the full dress-coat of & vice-admiral,
thet a neal bwt plain uniform, without eitlier
Tace or cpauletts, but decorated with o rich star
in brillionts, the emblem of the aorder of the
Bath. Tlis cost Sir Gervaise alweys wore in
‘atile, wnless the weather rendered a  storm-
wniform,” as be used to lerm o plainer aptire,
Oetessary.
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The breakfast passed off pl. 15, e gen-
tlemen eating a3 if ng momentous events were
near. Just at js close, however, Sitr Gerraise
leaned forward, and locking through one of the
weather+ports of the mein cebin, 2n expresson
af pl illuminated bis as he

said —

Al tbere gu Bluewater's signals, at lastd
— & certain proof that ke is aboul to put him-
self in communication with us,"

H1 heve been a good deal surprised, sin”
obeerved Greenly, a liwde drily, though with
greut respeet of manner, “ that you lave nil
ordered the rear-dmiral to meke more il
He is jogging along like a heavy wagon, aod
yet 1 hardly think he can mistake these fise
ships for Frenchmen !"

“ He is never in o horzy, and no doubt
wishes 10 let Ais crews breakfnst, before be
closes. 'l warrant ye, now, gentlemen, that
his ships are at this moment al! ag clear as 4
church five minutes after the bletsing bas been
prenosnced.”

w11 will not be one of our Virginian churches,
then, $ir Gervaise,” observed Wycherdy, smit-
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ingi " #hey serve for an exchange, to give and
r¢eive news in, afier the service i over”

“ Ay, that’s the old rule—first pray, and
then gossip.  Well, Bunting, what does the
rear-edmiral say #"

# Upon my word, Sir Gervaise, I can make
nothing of the signal, though it is casy enaugh
to make out the fags,™ answered the puzsled
signal-oficer.  * Will you have the goodness
10 lovk at the book yourself, sir.  The number
is one hundred and foriy.”

< One hundred ond forty | Why, that must
have something 1o do with enchoring! —ay,
here it is. < Anchor [ canrot, having lost miy
caliles” Who the devil asked him tu anchor 7"

* That's just it, sit. The signal-officer on
board the Cmsnr must bave mavde some mistake
in his flags; for, thaugh the distance is con-
siderable, vur glasses wre good enough to read
them."

“ Perhaps Admiral Bluewater has set the
private personal telegraph at work, sir,” quietly
ohserved Greenly.

The der-in-chiel sclually changed
eolour s this suggestion. His face, at fimt
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Bushed to ¢oimson ; then it became pale, lke
the eoustenzace of one who suifered uoder
scwe bodily pain.  Wrycherly observed this,
and respecuully inquired if Sir Gereaise were
il

“ I thank you, young sit,” answered the vice-
admirsl, smiling painfully; it is over. 1
believe I shall have 10 go iute dock, and let
Magrach look at some of my old hurts, which
are sometimes troublesome.  Mr. Bunting, de
me the favout to go oa deck, and ascertain, by
w coreful exsmination, i 8 short red pennant
e not set some ten or twelre foet above (e
wppermast flag.  Noe, Creenly, we will ke
the other cup of tea, for there is plenty of
leisure.”

Twa or three brooding minutes followed.
‘Then Bunting returned te say the penmanot
wes there, s fact he hed quite overtooked in
his former observations, eonfounding the nar-
row Bug in question with the regular pennant
of the king. This shert red peanant denoted
that the communication was verbal, securding
te 8 method invenled by Bluewater himsell,
and by means of which, using the ordinacy
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numbers, he was enabled 10 communicate with
bis friead, witheut any of the capleins, or,
indeed, without Sir Grreaise’s own  signasl-
officer’s knowing what was ssid. In & word,
without liaving recourse 10 any new flags, hut
by simply giving new nmmbers te the old ones,
and referring to a prepored Jictionary, it wes
possible 1o hald & conversalion i sententes,
that should be & seeret 1o ofl but themselves.
Sir Gervaise took down the number of the
signal that wes flying, and then lie directed
Buoling to show the answering flag, with »
similar pennut over it, and to continue this
opetatiah o long as the rear-pdeniral might
make Lis sigools. ‘The numbers were to be
seil below as fast a5 received. As soon as

Bunling disapy Iy thie wi dmirsl unlocked

a secrelory, the key of which was never out of
Yiis own possession, teok from it a small die-
tinary, and laid it by bis plate. Al this vime
the breakfaet proceeded, signals of this natuce
frequently ecoureing b the two admiral

Tn the course of the next Len minutes, & quarter-

master brought below a succession of numbers

written on small picces of paper; afier which
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Bunting appeared bimself to say that the Tesar
bad stopped signaliing.

Sir Gervaise now locked out sach word by
its proper pumber, and wrote it down with his
pencil as he proceeded, until the whole red —
“ God seke —meke no signal. Enguge noc”
No sooner was the communication understood,
than the pap;r was lorn into minute fragments,
the book replaced, and the eice-edmiral, -
ing with a calm determined countenance 1o
Greenly, ordered him (o beat 10 quatiers o
soon as Bunting could show e signal to the
fleet to the same effect.  On this hint, all bt
the vice-admiral went on deck, and the Bowl
deros instantly set about removing the table
and all the other appliances.  Finding hiense!!
ennnyed by the movements of the servants, Sir
Gervaise walked out into the grest cabin, which,
regardless of its present condition, he beman
to pace, w3 was his wont when Test in thought
The bulk-heads leing Jown, and the furniture
removed, this was in Lruth walking in sight of
the crew. All who happened to be on the
main-deck could see what passed, though no
one presumed to enter & spot that was taboved




TRE TRO ABMIRALL 167

1o vulgar fret, even when thus exposed. The
wpect and maper of “ Sir Jarvy,” however,
were not overlooked, and the men prognosti-
cated a serious Lime.

Such was the state of things, when the druma
best 1o guariers, throughout the whale line.
At the first tap, the great cabin sunk to the
level of an ordinary baltery; the seamen of two
guns, with the proper officers, entering within
the sacred limits, and coolly setting about
clenring \heir pleces, nmd making the other
preparationa negessary for an actien.  All this
time §ir Gervaise continued pacing what would
have been the centre of his own cabin had the
bulkheads stood, the grim-lecking sailors avoid-
ing him with grest dexterity, and invariably
touching their hatz as they were compelled to
glide near his person, thaugh everything went
on as if he were not present. Sir Gervaise
mighlt have remained lost in thought much
Tonger than he did, had not Lhe repert of a gan
reealled him 1o a consciousness of the scene
that was enacting around him.

wWhat's that ¥ suddenly demanded the
vice-admiral—*Is Bluewater signalling agnin?"
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" No, Sir Gervaise,” answered the forb
lieutenant, Jooking out of u lee port; " it is e
French admira] giving us another weathe-
gun; es much as to ask why we doo'l o
down. This s the second compliment of ke
seme sort thal he bas paid us aleeady lo-dey?*

These words weve not all spoken before ibe
vice-mlmiral was on the quarter-deck ; in baf
& minule more, he was on the poop, Her he
found Greenly, Wychecombe, and Bunting, #1
Tncking with imterest at the beautifiz]l Tine of e
enemy.

“ Monsieur de Vervillin is impatient 3 wipe
off the disgrace of yesterday,” observed the
first, “ay 1s apparent by the lnvitations he gine
u3 to come down, I prasume Admiral Blos
water will wake up at this last hint.”

“ Dy Heaven, be has havled his wind, sod
is stending te the northward and eastmard!”
exclaimed Sir Gersaise, surprise overcoming
all lis diseretion. = Although an extracrdinary
mevement, al such o time, it is wenderfu|
what besutif] order Bluswater keeps bis
lips 2"

All thot was soid wos e enough,  The
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reat-admiral’s division having suddenly hauled
up, in a tlosc linc ahead, each ship following
her leader us mechanically as if they moved by
s tomtion impolse.  As no one in the least
doubted (he resr-admiral's loyalty, and his
courage wasof proof, it wan the geaeral opinien
that this unususl maneuvee hed some connec-
tion with the uointelligible sigoals, and the
young officers lmughingly inquired among
thernselves what “ Sir Jarvy was likely te do
next 7™

Tt would seem, however, that M, de Ver-
sillin suspected & repetition of seme of the
scenes of the preceding day ; for, na soener did
ke perceive that the English rear was hugging
the wind, than fve of his leading ships filled,
amnd drew ahead, as il 10 meet thar division,
maneeurring Lo double on the head of his line;
while the remaining five, with the Foudroyant,
still lay with their top-sails to the mast, waiting
for their enemy to come down. Sir Gervaise
could not stand this long. He determined, if
possible, to bring Bluewater to terms, and he
ordered the Plantagenet to fill. Followed by

vak. 1% [l
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bis owa dirision, be wore i diatelr, and
=ent o umler exsy sall, guartering, tosands
M. de Versillin®s rear, 1o 210id being raked.
The quarter of a3 boor that succeeded was
ooe of introse interest, anck of material changes;
though not 2 shot was fred.  As soon as ibe
Comte de Vervillin perceived thas the Englsh
were dispased 10 come nearer, be signalled bi
own dishion to bear up, and 1o run off dead
before the wind, under Lheir top-sails, com-
mencing asiern ; which recersed bis order o
siling, aod brought Le Foudroyant in the
rear; of nearest lo the coemy.  This was 0o
soarcz done, than he setled all bis topsils 00
the caps.  There could be oo mistaking this

manauvre. [t was 3 direct invitation w S
Gervalse to come down fairly alongside: 1be
bearing up at once remosing alff risk of being
raked in so doing. The English commander-
in~chie! ®as npot a man to neglect such s ps-
pable clallenge; but, making a few sigeals 1o
direct the mode of attack be coatemplated, be
set foresail and maintop-gallant-sail, and brought
the wind directy over bis own taffeail. The
vesselt aslern followed ke clock-work; and
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then ne one doubted that the mode of atlack
was setiled for that day.

Az the French, with M. de Vervillin, were
aill hall & mile to the southward and east-
ward of tbe spproaching division of their
enemy, the Comte collected all his frigetes and
corvettes on his sterboard band, leaving o clear
wpprosch to Sir Cervaise on iz larboerd
team. This bint was understood, too, and the
Plantagenet steeted a4 course that would bring
her up on that side of Le Foudroyunt, and at
the distance of sbout one hundred yards from
the muzzles of her guns. This threatened to
be close weork, and wpusual work in Acets, at
ihot duy ; but it was the game our commander-
in-chitf was ford of playing, and it was one,
also, that promised soonest to bring matters w
a resule.

‘These preliminaries arranged, there was yet
leisure for the respective commanders to lock
sbout them. The French were stll fully a mile
ahead of their enemizs, and ns both Bests wers
going in the same direetion, the approach of the
English was so slow as to leare some twenty
minutes of that splemn breathing Lime, which

12
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reigns in s disciplined ship, previous o ihe
commencement of the combat.  The feelings of
the twa ders-in-chief, at this preg

instant, were singularly in contradiction 10 each
other. The Comte de Vervillio saw that the
rear division of by force, wtuler the Cootre-
Amiral le Yicomte des Frez, was in the sy
position he desired it to be, haviag oltaioed
the advantage of the wind by the English dixi-
sion's coming down, end by keeping its own
luff. Between the two French officers ihers
was 8 perfect understanding a¢ 1o the coore
ench wos Lo take, and both now felt sanguine
liopes of being sble to obliterate the disgruce
of the previous day, amd that, oo, by means
very simifar 1o those by which it had been -
curred.  On the other hand, Sir Gervaise was
beset with doubts as 1o the course Blurwaier

might pursue. He coukl net, however, come
ta the conclusion that be would abardos bim
to Lhe joint efforts of the twa hostile dirisions;
and 5o long as the French rear-eilmiral was
accupied by the English force 10 windward, it
left to himselF a clear field and no favour in the
sction with M. de Vervillin. He knew Bloe-
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water's menerous mature too well not Lo feel
certuin his own complipnce with the request not
Lo signnl bis inferlor would touch his heart, and
give bim a double chance with all his better
feelings.  Nevertheless, Sir Gervane Gakes did
not lead [nto this action without meny snd pain-
ful misgivings. e had lived too long in the
world nat 1o know that political prejudice was
the most demorslising of all our weaknesses,
veiling onr private vices under the plausible
concealment of the public weal, and render-
ing even the well-disposed insensible to the
wrongs they commit ta individuels, by means
of the deceptive fAattery of serving the com-
munity. As dowbt was more painful than the

Fanel !

ol Lis worst & g4 however, and

it was pot in hig nalure 1o refuse a combat su
fairly offered, he was resalved ta close with the
Comte ut tvery hazard, trustiog the fssue to
Ciod, and his gwn efforts.

The Plantagenet presenied an eleguent pic-
ture of order ond prepacation, a9 ihe drew near
the French line, on this memorable occnsion.
Her people were all ot quarters, and, a5 Greenly
walked through her botteries, he found every
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gur ob the starkoard sile loose, levelled, sod
rendy to be fired; while the opposite merds
required 0 turn or twe of the tackles to Le an
loose, the priming to be applied, and the lag.
gerhead 1o follow, in order to be dischargtd
also. A deth-like stillness reigned from e
poop 1o the cockpil, the clder seamen o¢ersion-
ally glancing Wirough their ports in order to
aseertain the relutive positions of the Lwo Bedy,
thet they might be ready for the collision. A+
the English got within musket-shat, the Feeorh
ran their topsails to the mast-heads, and thelr
ships gatherad fresher way through the ware
Sl the former moved with the greatest reh-
city, carrying the mast sail, and impelled br
the grenter momentum, When near cnough
howewer, Sir Gervnise gave the order to redoe
the canvass of liis own ship,

* That will do, Greenly,” ha said, in 2 mid
quict tone.  ** Let run the wop-gullant-lial yan,
and haol up the foresail.  The way you b
will bring you fairty alongside.”

The coptoin gnve the necessary onlers, and
the mnster shortened soil accordingly.  Sull
the Plantagenet shot ahead, and, in three of
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four minutes more, her bows doubled 30 far on
Le Foudroyant's quacter, as 1o permit a gun (o
bear. This whs the signal for beth sides, each
ship opening, as it might be, in the seme breath.
The fosh, the roar, sod the eddying smoke
followed in quick succession, and in » period
of time that seemed nearly instaptaneous: he
crash of shot, and whe shrieks of wounded,
mingded withi the infernol din; for pature extors
painful eoncessions of loman wenknesses, ot
such moments, even from the brovest and firm-
et Bunting was {n the act of reporting to Sic
Gervaise that no signal could yet be seen from
the Cersar, in the midst of this upresr, when a
stnzll round shot, discharged from the Freach-
man's poig, passed through his body, brerally
driving the heart before it, leaving him dead at
his commander's feet.

“ 1 shalt depend on you, Sir Wycherly, for
the discharge of poor Bumting’s duty the re-

mairder of the cruise,” observed Sir (ervaise,
with o smile in which courtesy aml regret
strugpled singularly for the mastery.  * Quar-

ter-masters, tay e, Bunting's boy a liule oot
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of the way, and cover it with these dgnals
They are a suitable pall for so brace a cun”
Just as this occcurred, the Warspite came

clear of the Mantagenel, on her autside, porard-
ing to erders, and she spened with her forward
guns, tking the second ship in the French lioe
for her targer. In two minutes more thes
vessels eleo were furiously engaged io the ba
strife.  Tn this manner, ship afler ship pasal
on the putside of the Plantagenat, and sheers]
into her berth shead of her who had just bee
own feader, uniil the Achilies, Lord Morgaci,
the last of the five, Tuy faicly side by side vik
Le Conguerenr, the vessel now at the head o
the French line. That the reader mag vader-
stand the incidents more readily, we will vt
the eppesing Jines in the precise form in whith
they Toy, it

Dlantogenet - -« Le Foydroyant

Warspite  « » Le Téméraire

Dlenheim - = Le Dugsy Troaiz

Thunderer - - L'Ajax

Achilles - = Le Canquereyr.

The constantly recurring discharges of foar

hundred pieces of heavy ordnance, within g
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space 30 small, had the et to repel the re-
gular corrents of air, and, almost immediatelr,
10 etsens & browte of six or seven knote, 10 one
that would not propel s ship more than 1wo or
three, This was the first olmervable pheaome-
oon connetted with the action; bot, 2 it had
been expected, Sir Grervaise had used the pre-
cauticn ta 1oy his ships 25 pesr s possible in
the positions in which he intended them to fight
the battle. The next great physical coose.
quence, one equally expected and naural, bat
which wrought & great change in the wspect of
the battle, was the clowd of smoke in which the
ten ships were suddenly enveloped. Al the firsy
broadsides b the twa admirals, vl

of light leecy vapour rolled gver the sea, meet-

midway, and rising thence in curling wreaths,
Iek pathing but the masts and sails of the ad-
vermry visible In the hostile ship. This, of
itself; would have soon hidden the combatants
iu the bosom of a nenrly impenetrable cloud ;
bt s the vessels drove onward they entered
deeper beneath the sulphurous eanapy, until it
spread on each side of them, shutting out the
view of ocean, skies, ond horizon. The burn-
HE]
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ing of the priming Lelow contributad 1o incese
the smoke, until, pot only was respiration ofic
difficult, but these who fought enly = few sands
apart frequently could not grise each olba's
faces. Jn the midst of this scene of obsearie,
and o din thet might well have alarond ds
coverns of the ocesn, the earnest and well

drilled seamen toiled at their ponderaus gm,
and remedied with ready hands the injuric rt-
ceived in the rigging ; each man as intent oo b
awn particular doty as if he wrooght o te
pecupatiens of an ordinary gale.

v Bir Wyeherdy,” obeerved the viee-admind
when the cannenading hod continued some
twenty minutes, © there is Ltle for a Hag-olbes
to da in such & cloud of smoke. [ would gme
much to know the exact positions of the div-
sions of our two vear-admials.”

“ Thers is Lut one mode of ascertaining that.
Sir Gervaise — if it be your pleasure, T will p-
tewpt L. By going on the main-top-gallun-
ya1d, one might get & clear view, perlmps.”

Sir Geyvaise smiled his approbation, and pre
sently he saw the young man ascemling ik
main-rigging, though half concenled in smoke
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Just at this instnt Greealy sscended to the
poop, froo making & tour of ebiservation below,
Witheout waiting for a question, the captain
made his report. .

 WWe are daing pretty well, now, Sir {ier-
wzise, though the first broadside of the Conmte
teeated us roughly. [ ik his Ore slackens,
and Bury says, he is certain that his fore-top-
manst is already gone. At all evenus, our lads
are in goods spirils, and as yet all the siicks
keep their places.”

“I'm glad of this, Greenly; particulerly of
the latter, just at this moment. [ see youare
locking at those signals — they cover the bady
of poor Hunting.”

“ gnd this tewio of blocd o the ladder, sir,
— I 'hope our young beronet is not burt £

" Ng, it is one of the Bowkleras, who has
lostn leg. 1 shall have to see that he wunts for
nothiog bereafier.”

There was & pause, and then Lot bie gentle-
men emiled, a3 ey beard the erashing work
made by & shot just beneath them, which by the
sounds and the direction, they knew had passed
thraugh Greenly's erockery. Siill  neither
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spoke.  Afier a few more minutes of silent ob-
servation, Sir Gervaise remarked that he thought
the flashes of the French guns more dimunt
than they had been at first, though, al thar in-
stant, not a trace of their enemy was to be dis-
covered, except in the roar of the guns, and ia
these very flashes and their effect on the Plae-
tagenet,

“ IF ko, &ir, the Comte beging 1o God his bad
toa bet for him; here is the wind still direcly
orer cur tafliail, such as it is.”

" No—no — we steer as we began — 1kep
my eye on that compass below, and am ernun
wi hold s straight course. Go forwanl, Greenly,
and see that 2 sharp look-put is kept ahead. It
in time sofoe of tur own ships should be erippled;
we must be careflul not to ron ioto them. Should
snch a thing happen, sheer hard 1o elarboard,
und pass fusde”

% Ay —ay — Sir Gervaise; your wishes shall
be mriended to."

As this was said, Greenly disappeared, and,
at the next instany, Wycherley stood in his
Mare,

“ Well, sir — | om glad 1o see you back uk.
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£ Gireenly were here now, A would inguire
sbiout hia mags ; bul 7 wish to know the position
of the ships."

% I am the bearer of bad newas, sir. Nothing
at all could be seen from the tap; bud in the
cross-trees, I got a good Jook through the
smoke, and am sorry o say the Freneh rear-
admiral i coming down fast on our larbosrd-
quorter, with ol his force. We shiall have
him abeam in five mingtes.”

* And Bluewater 7" demanded Sir Gerraise,
quick as lightning.

“ [ could se¢ nothing of Admira) Bluewater's
ehips; but knowing the importance of this in-
telligence, | came down immedistely, snd by
the back-stay.”

" You have done well, sir.  Send a midship-
man forward for Coptain Greenly; then pess
below yoursell, and lat the licutenants in the
batterits hear the news. They wust divide
their people, and by all mesns give & prompl
wnd well-lireeted frsd broadside."

Wycherly waited for o more.  Fle mn bes
Yow with the activity of his years. The message
foud Greenly between the knight-heads, but
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he hurried afi to the poop te ascermin its o~
Jeet. It tock Sir Gervsise bul a momest 1a
explain it alt to the coptain,

“ In the name of Ieaven, what can the ohe
division be about,” taimed Greenly, * tha

it lets the French rear-sdmiral come upon os,

in a moment like this 2"
* (X that, 5ir, it ia unnecessary 1o speak aos,”
I the Jer-in-chief, solemair,

# Qur present business is to get ready for i
new enemy.  Go into the bateries aguin, wd,
a8 you prize victory, be careful not to thror
away the first discharge, in the smoke™

As time pressed, Greenly swallowsd b3
discontent, and deported.  The five mioote
that sugeeeded were bitter minutes to Sir Ger-
voise Oukes.  Beside himsetl there were b
five men on the poop; viz. Lhe quoTter-muses
who Lended the aignals, and three of the Bosk
deros. Al of these were using muskey =
usual, though the vice-admiral mever permitied
marines to be stationed at 2 point which b
wished to be as cdear of smake and as moch
removed [rom bustle as possible.  JTe begen v
pace this comparatively vacant Jittle deck =ib
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o quick step, casting wistiul glances towards
the larboard-quatter; but though the smoke
occasionally clearsd a liule in that direction,
the firing having much siackened, from exbhaus-
tion in the men, es well from injuries given and
received, he was unable to detset any sigus of
a ship. Buch wes the state of things when
Wycherly reurned and reported that his
orders were delivered, and part of the peaple
were already in the larbaand-batteries.
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CILAFTER VIL

And oh ! the lietle wartike world within !

‘The weil-reeved guns, the netted canopy,

‘The hoarse command, the busy homming din,

When ot 6 word tha tops wre sanned on high -

Hark to the bostswain'y cafl, the cheering ery!

While through the sesman's band the tackle ghid=

Or schoul-boy midshipman, thet, standing by,

Sirain his ahrill pipe, se pood ar il hetides,

A well the docile erem that skilfidd urehin gﬂl;:-
(T8

% ARE yoo quite sure, Sir Wrehedr
Wycharombe, that there 73 not some mistake
about the approach of the rear division of te
French ™ inquired the ¥ice-ad miral, end:
ing to catch some glinpse of the water, throogh
the smoke on the farbogrd hand.  * May oct
some crippled ship of our own have sheered

from the line, apd been left by us unknowingly,
on thet side 7" -

“ No, Sir Gerveise, there i3 mo mistke;
there ean be none, unless | have been deceined
a litile in the distance. [ saw nathing but
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sails and fpars, no of n single vessel, but of
three ships; and one of them wore the fag of
a French rear-admiral ot the mizen. As a
proof that I was not mistaken, v, there itis
this minute!™
“The smoke on the off side of the Plantagenet,
as & matter of course, was much less dense than
that on the side engaged, and he wind be-
ginning to blow in eddies, as ever happens in a
heavy cannonade, there were moments in which
it eagt oside the “shroud of batde” At thet
mstant on epening occurred through which a
single mast and a single sail were visible, in the
precise spot where Wycherly had stated the
¢oemy might be looked for. 1t was a mizen-
top-sail, beyond & question, and above it was
fluuering the httle square fog of the rear-sd-
mwirel, Sir Gervaise decided on the character
of the vessel, and on his own courss, it an in-
want.  Stepping to the edge of the poop, with
his natutal voice, without the aid of & trumpet
of ang sort, he called out in lones that rose
abare the rear of the contest, the ominous but
familisr nautical words of stand by 1" Ferhaps
acall from powerful Jungs (and Lhe vice-admiral's
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voice, when he chase to use i1, was fike the blest
of a clarion} is clearer and more impressive,
when unsided Ly instruments, than when @
¢omes disguised and unnatural through a tobe.
At any rate, these words were heard econ o
the lower deck, by those eho stood near 2
hatehes,  Taking them up, they were el
by a dozen voices, with such expressions =
“ Look vut, luds; Sir Jurvy’s awake 17« Sipht
your gurs ™« Wit till she 's square!” ad
other similar admonitions thut it is wsusl b
the sea-officer to give, as he is ebout Lo oo
mence the steifie. At this eritical momeny, &r
Gervaise again looked up, und eaught onuther
glimpse of the little flag, as it passed Into a ma
wresth of smoke; he saw that the ship wu
fairly aleam, and, as i’ doubling alt his power
he shouted the word = firal™  Cireenly we
standing on the lower-deck ladder, with b
heatl just even with the coamings of the bawh,
a8 this erder reached him, and he repented i
in a voice searcely less starthing.  The clood
on the larboard side was driven in all dire
tnns, like dust scattered by wind,  The dip
seeried on fire, and the missiles of lorir-coe
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guns flew on their dendly errand, a5 it migtt
e at a single Aush. The old Plantagener
trembled to her keel, end even bowed a liule
=% the recoils, but, like one suddenly telieved
from a burden, righted and went on her way
nore the less active.  That timely brondside
saved the English commander-in-chief's ship
from an early defeat. It took the crew of Le
Platen, lher new adversary, by surpriss; for
they hed wot been able to distinguish the pre-
tige position of their enemy ; and, besides deing
vast injury to Loth hull ond people, drew her
fire 8t an unpropitious L Bo

and hasty, inderd, was the dischargs the French
sWip gave In return, thet no small portion of
the contents of her guns passed shead of the
Flantagenet, and went inte the lerboard quorter
of Le Témdraire, the French admiral’s second
aliend.

“That wes & tmely salule,” said Sir Ger-
voise, smiling, as soon os the Bire of Lis uew
ehemy had been received without material in-
qurg, % The first blow is always half the batle
We may now work on with some hopes of suc-
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cess. Ahl here comes Greenly again, God e
praised ! unbun? '

The meeting of thest two experienced s~
men was cordinl, but not without great sericos
ness.  Hoth felt that the siluation of net oalt
the ship, but of the whale Baet, was extremels
critieal, the odds being much too great, and e
position of the enemy loo favourable, not to
render the resull, to say the very least, exceed-
ingly doubtful.  Some advantage had certaizly
been obtsined, thus far; but there was Jittie
hope of prescreing it long.  The circumsiances
called for very decided and particulerly bold
mMeasures

@ Wy mind is made up, Greenly,™ observed
the vice-admiral. * We must go sboard of
one of these ships, and meke it & band-1o-hand
affiir.  We will take the Freoch commander-
in=chiel; he is evidently a good dewl cut up by
the manrer in which his fire slackens, and even
if we can carry him, or even force him out of
the Line, it will give us a better chance with the
rest.  As for Bluewater, God only knows wha
has become of him T He is not here, at mny
rate, and we must help ourselves,”
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*t You have only 1o geder, Sic Gervaise, to
e obeyed. I will lend the boarders, myself,”

¢ Tt must be & general thing, Greeoly; 1
vt her think we shallall af us have to go eboard
of Le Foudroyant. Go, give the necessery
orders, and when every thing is ready, round
in e litle on the larboard braces, clap your
helm a-port, and give the ship 8 rank sheer
to sterboard.  This will bring matlers to a
crisis at once. By letting the foresail fall, and
setting the spanker, you might shave the ship a
Yiule faster”

Greenly instamtly 1eft the poop on this new
and impertant duty. He sent his orders inta
the bLaueries, bidding the people remain at
their puns, however, lo the last moment; and
particulurly instracting the captain of marines,
a5 to the manner in which he was to eover, and
then follow the bosrding party. This dene,
he gare orders 1o brace forward the yords, #s
dircered by Sir Gervaise,

The reader will wot overlook the nisterial
circumswance, that all we have related occucred
smid the din of battle, Guns were exploding
st each instont, the elond of smoke woe bolh
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thickening and extending, fire was flashing o
the j-obscurity of fts vol , shot were
rending the woed and culling the rigging, and
the piereing shrieks of agony, only sa orech the
‘more appoalling Ly being extorted from the
stern snd resolute, blended their thrilling ac-
companiments.  Men seemed to be convrried

inte demans, and yet there was a lofiy sod
stubborn resolution te conguer mingled wih
all, that ennobled the strife end repdered 2
heroic. The breadsides that were delivered n
succession doan the line, as ship afier ship of
the rear division reached her sation, however,
proclaimed that Moasienr des Prez had imitated
Sir Gervaise's mode of closing, the ooly oze by
means of which the leading vessel could escape
destruction, and that the English were com-
pletely doubled on. At this momeat, the sail-
trimmers of the Plantagenet handled cheir
braces. Tl &rst pull was the last.  No sooner
were the ropes starterd, than the fore-top-mast
wenl orer 1he buws, dragging after it the main
with all s hamper, the mizen spapping like
a pipe-stem at the cap. ~ By this eruel accidear,
the result of many injuries to shrouds, back.
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itays, and spars, the siluation of the Plen-
tagenet became worse then ever; for, not only
was the wreek o be partinlly cleared, at least,
ta fight many of the larboard guns, but the
command of the ship was, in & great mensure,
lost, in the centre of one of the most infernal
mdiées that aver accompanied & combat at sea.

At no time does the trained seaman ever ap-

pear 50 great as when he mests sudden mishor-
tunes with the steadiness and quiet which it is
a material part of 1he mersfe of discipline to
inculcate, Greenly was full of ardour for the
essault, and was thinking of the best mode of
tunaing foul of bis adversary when this calamity
occurred ; but the masts were hardly down when
he changad all his thoughts to 8 new curreny,
and called ont (o the sail-trimmers to “lay over,
and clear the wreck."

Sir Gervaeise, tog, met with n sudden and
viatent check to the current of his feelings. He
hiad collected his Bowlleros, snd wes giving his
itstruttions as o the menner in which they
were to follow, and keep near his person, in the
eapected hand-to-hand encounter, when the
heavy rushing of the air, and the swoop of the
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mass from above, announced what had cecorred.
Terning to the men, he calmly ordersd them
to aid in getting nid of the incumbrapets, s
wag in the wery mct of directing Wycherly to
join in the same duty, when the latter oy
claimed —

« Seg, Sir Gervnige, hera comes anotber of
the Freachmen close upon our guarter. By
heavens, fhey must mean te board !

The wite-admiral instinctively grasped b
sward-hilt tighter, and turned in the directo
menticned by his companion,  There, indeed,
came 4 {resh ship, shoving the cloud aside, snl
by the clearer atmosphere that seemed to x-
company her, apparently bringing down » cur-
rent of air stronger than common.  Yihen fnt
ssen, the jib-boom and bowsprit were both e
veloped in smoke, bul his bellying fore-top-sail,
and the canvass hanging in festoons, loomed
grandly in the vapour, the black yards seemios
to embrice the wreaths, merely to cast then
aside. The proximity, oo, was lfearful, ber
yand-arms premising to clear those of the Plan-
Lagenet only by a few feet, 05 her dark boes
brushed along the admiral's side.
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“ This will be fearfu) week, judeed ™ ex-
claimed $ir Gervaiee. 4 fresh Lroadswie
from a ship 50 nesr, will sweep ull from the
spars. Go, Wrchaoombe, 16]] Greeuly 1o csll in
= Hold ! —*T i» a0 Epglwh sbip? Mo French-
man’s bowsprit stacds Like that! Almighiy
God be praised ! "Tic the Cwaar—there is
the old Roman fgure-head fust sboting out of
the smoke 1"

This was said wich 2 5¢ll, ratler 1han a ey,
of delight, and in a roite 50 loud that the words
were heard below, and Rew theoogh the ship
like the hissing of an mscending rocker To
confirm the glorivus 1iding, tbe flash and roar
of guns on the offiside of the siranger an-
nounced the welcome udings that Le Pluton
had an esemy of ber own to contend with, thus
enabling the Planizgenet’s people ta whrow all
their streugth on the starboard guns, and pursue
their wiher necessary work without furiher mo-
lestation from he French rear-admiral, The
gratitude of Sir Gerraise, as Lhe rescuing ship
throst hersell in beiween him and his mast
formidable assailanl was 100 deep for language.
- He placed his hat mechanically before his face,

¥OL. 114 X
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and thunked God, with & fecvour of spirit tha
never before had adended his thanksgivimgs.
Tiliis briel zet of devotion aver, e found the
bans of the Cesar, which ship was advancsg
very slowly, in order tot to pass too far ahead,
Just abreast of the spot where he stood, and w0
near that objects were pretly plainly vishle
B her knight-heads stogd I3 !

conning the skip, by wneans af a line of offives,

lis bt in s band, waving in encouragemest
to his own peaple, while Geoffrey Clevelond
hetd the wrumpet at his clbew, AL thst momen
three noble clisers were given by the cressol
tive two fricndty vessels, and mingledl with the
il‘lcrensing roar of the Caesar’s artilery,  Thee
Ve smoke rose in & cloud over the forecastle of
the lauer ship, and persons could ne Jonger be
distiuguished.

Wevertleless, like all that thus spprosched.
the relieving ship pessed slowly ahead, wnb!
nearly her whele length protected the unde-

fended side of ber consort, delivering her fire
with fearful rapidity.  The Plontagenets seemed
1o imbibe new life from 1his ardval, and ther
starboand guns spoke out again, as if maused
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Ly giants, [L was five minutes, perhnps, afler
this sgasenable arrival, before the guns of the
ather ships of the English rear anpounced their
presetice on e autside of Monsieur des I'rea’s
fores ; thus bringing the whole of the twa fleets
it four fineg, all steeving dead Defure the
winil, mdy ns it were, intersoven will each
ather. Dy that time, the poops of the Plan.
wpenet and Casar became visible from one to
the other, the smoke now driving principally

off from the vessels.  “[here ogoin were our two

admirals each anxteuwsly watcling o get a
glimpse of his friend.  The instond the plece
was clear, Sir Gervpise applied the trumpet to
Iiis meowh, o called min—
¢ Gk Pless you — Diek ! may Ged for ever
Llesy yaw —gmee ship can do it —clap your
hela hurd a-starhgard, pod sheer imo AL des
E'rez; you It have him in five minules”
Tiluewntor smilesl, wovee his bond, grve on
wrider, ool il axide his wrumpet.  Two mi-
nutes later, the Cresar sheered fote the smoke
on her larbosrd beam, and the ceash of e
rerting vessels wos heand. Iy whis time, the
wreek ol tie Plantgenet was cut ndeifi, and

K2
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she, Loo, made a venk sheer, though io & direc-
tion opposite to thar of the Casar's  Asshe
went through the smoke, her guns ceassed, and
when she emerged lmo the pure air it =n
Teund st Le Foudroyam had set courss and
sopgolfant-seils, and was drawing so fast shead,
rd to render pursult, under the liwle sodl tha
could be set, unprofitable.  Signals wers ox
of the , Bun ehis b of the wo
admirals converted the whole boitle scene ins
one of inexplicable confusion.  Ship after ship
changed her positian, ond ceased her fire fron
uncerluinty what that position was, watl v

1!

general silence succeeded the roar of the oo
nonade, Tt was indispensable to pause and kt
the smoke blow away.

T did not require many minutes Lo et the
curtain on the two fAeets  As soon as the fring
stopped; the wind increpsed, and the smele
was driven off 1o lreward in a vast strmgpling
cloud, thal seemed to scatter and disperse @
the wir spontanecusly, Then a sight of the
havoe and destruction that had been dove io
this short conflict was first oblained.

The two squadrons wete. intermingled, and ¥
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required some little time for Sir Gervaise to
get noelear idea of the stete of lLis own ships.
Gencrally, it might be said ot the vessels
were scattering, the French sheering tawards
their own coast, while the English were prin-
cipally coming by the wind on the larboord
tack, ar heading in towards Englamd. The
Casnr aad Le Pluton were sull foul of each
other, theugh & rear-admiral's flag was RAying
at the mizen of the fest, while that which had
o lately A 2 at the royal-mast-head of the
other, had disappenred. ‘Flie Achilles, Lord

Morganic, was still among the Fretich, more te

leeward than any other English ship, witliout a
single spar standing.  Her ensigns were flying,
natwithstanding, and the Thunderer apd Dub-
Tin, both in tolerable onder, were edging away
vapidly 1o caver their erippled comsort 5 thaugh
the nearest French vesscls seemel more bent
on genting oot of the méfén, and into their own
ling again, than on securing any advantage
sleendy obinined.  Le Téméraire was in the
same predieantent as the Achilles as Lo spars,
thoogh much more injured in her hull, besiles
Lnving 1hrice as mony cosualties.  Her Bog was
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down ; this ship having firly struck to the
Warspile, whose boats were already slongide
of ber. Le Foadroyant, with quite one-third
of ber crew killed zod wounded, was runming
off to Jeewsard, with signals 8ying for ber con-
serts to rally round bers bur, within less than
ten minstes afier she became visible, her nain
and mizen-masts both weat.  The Dlenheim
bad lost all ber 1op-masts, like the Vlantagenet
&nd neither the Elizabeth nor the York Led 2

i 1 ling, although
very short Goe.  Beveral lower yords were

T but o

shot sway, or so much injured as 1o compel the
ships 10 shorten sail; this accident having oc-
cutred in both flects.  As bor the damage done
to the standing and rumiing rigging, aod wo the
sails, it i+ only necessary o say that shrouds
back onel hend-stays, braces, bowlines and lifis,
were davgling in all directions, while the ean-
vass that was open exhilited o'l serts of reats,
from that which had Leen rorn like cloth in the
shopman’s luamds, to the litde eyeler hales of
the canister and grape. N appeared, by the
subsequent reports of the two parties, that, in
this short Lut severs conflict, the slain and
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wounded of the English, amounted fo seven
bundred and sisty-three, inchuding officers ;
ond that of the French, to ane thousand four
bunifred and twelve,  The Jisparity in this re-
spect woulll probably heve been greoter against
the lntier, had it not been for the maaner in
which M. des Prez succeeded in douliling on
his enenies

Little need Lz soid in explanation of the
parts of this battle that have pot been distinetly
relatgd, M, des IPrez had mancguvred in the
manner he Jid, at the commencement of the
affair, in the hope of drmwing Sir Gervaise down
upon the divisisn of (he Comte de Verilling
and, no seoner i he see the fest faidy enve-
Tepedl in smoke, than he ware shert reund, and
joined in the affuir, as has been mentionad.
At this sight, Bluewater's logalty to the Stuatts
could resist no langer. Throwing aut o general
signal to engage, he squnred nway, set every
thing that woeuld dlraw on the Cosar, and
arrived in time to save his friend. The otler
ships fallowed, engaging on the outside, Far
want of room te imitate their Teader.

Two mote of the French ships, at feast, in
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addition 1o Ze Féméraire and Le Plidor, might
hivve been odded to the list of prizes, had te
actual condition of their fAeet leen krewa
But, al such moments, & combalant sees and
foels his own injuries, while be has to cons
Jeeture many of 1hese of his adversaeies ; am!
the Enplish were (oo much occupied in making
the provisions neeessary 1o save their remainicg
spars, o risk much in order 1o swell an ad-
vautage that was already so considerable Some
distant firing passed beiween the Thunderer
and Dublin, aod L'Ajex, Le Dogay Troain
anel L Hector, before the two former succecded
in gotting Lord Morganic oot of his difficuluie;
but it led Le no materia] resolt, merely infia-
ing new dguries on certin spars thut were
sufficiently damaged before, and killing and
wounding some filteen or Lwenly men quie
usclessly,  As soon as the vice-admiral saw
whut was likely to be the effects of 1his episede,
he called off Capuin O'Nefl of the Dublin,
by signnl, ke being an officer of 2 * hot Lemper,”
as the soldier said of himselF ot Waterfoo, The
compliange with this order may be said to hase

terminoted the batdle,
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The reader w2l remember that the wind,

at the of the ¢npag was

ot nerth-west.  Ii was nearly « Rilled,” s sea-
men express it, by the mnnonade; then it
recived o linde, as the concussions of the guns
gradually diminished.  But the combined efzet
of the edvance of the day, ard the rushing of

new currents of air to 8l the vaconms pro-
duced By the burning of so moch powder, was
4 sudden shift of wind; a breeze coming oul
steong, and as it might be, In an Instant, from
the eastward. This wnexpected alteration in
the direction and power of the wind, cost the
Thunderer ber foremast, and did other domage
te different ships; bat, by dint of great ae-
tivity and careful handlig, all the Fnglish
vessels pot their heads rowrd (o rhe norhward,
while the French filled the other way, and
wenl off free, steering nearly sonth-cast, making
the best of their way for Drest. The latter
auffered still more than their entamies, by the
change just mentioned ; and when they reached
port, as did all but ene the following day, nu
less than three were towed in without a spar
standing, bowsprits excepted.
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Tie exceplion was Le Cafon, which ship
3. de Vervillin set fire 1o and blew sp, eo
acconnt of ller damapes, in the course of the
afteracon. Thus of wwelve noble two-decked
ships with wlich this officer seiled from Cler-
bourg only twe days befure, he roached Brest
with but scven.

Nor were the English entively without their
embarrassments,  Although the Warpite k!
tompelled Le Fémcraire to strike, she wa
kept nfont hersell with & pgood deal of -
culty, end that, tog, vt without considerablc
assistance fom the other vessets,  The laby
however, were eventeally stopped, and theo
the ship was given up to the eare of her wen
crew,  ARher vessels snfered of cnorse, T
ne English ship waz in p3 much jeopatls »
this.

The first hour after the action crased, was
one of greal exertion and amxiely o our adminl
12 called the Chloe slongside Ly signal, sod
attended by Wyehedy and bis wwn quarts-
masters, Gulleygo, whe weut without arders,
and the Bowlderos who were unliur, he shifed
his flag 1o that frignte.  Then he immediatcly
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commenced passing from wessel o vessel, in
order 1o in the netual condition of his
corumand. The Achilles delnined him some

time, and be was neat her, or te leeward, when
the wind shifted; which was Lringieg him ta
windward in the present state of things. O
this advantege he availed himself, by uraing
the different ships off s st as possible; and
long before the sun was in the meridian, o1l
the English vessels wore making the Lest of
theit way towards the lund, with the iitention
of fetching into Plymouth if possible; if not,
mia the nearest and best anchorage 1o Teewnrd.
The progress of the fleet was relatively stow,
as o matter of course, though it got along at
the rate of some five knots, by making a free
wind of ir.

The master of the Chloe had just taken the
sug, in order o ascertain his lotitade, when the
vice-admiral eommanded Devham to set top-
gellant-sails, and go within hail of the Cicsar.
That ship had get elear of Le Pfuton half an
lour nfier the action ceased, and she was now
leading the fleet, with her three top-snils an
the caps.  Alolt she ha! sufferell compnratively
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linde; but Sir Gervaise knew thal there must
have leen a seripus toss of men in earrying,
hanid-te-hond, B vessel like that of M. des Prero
11e wos anxious 1o sze his friend, and (0 hesr
the manner in which his swecess bad been ol
tained, and, we might edd, to remon-rate with
Dluewater on & tourse that hed led the later
to the verge of & niost dangerous aliyss.

The Chiloe was halfan boue runuing throogh
the feer, which wus & gomd deal extendsl, and
was sailing without any regard 10 o line, Sr
Gcr\'-:l'(se liad many questions to ask, too, of the
different commanders in passing. At It the
fiigate overtook Fo Témdraire, which vesse] sa
following the Cosar wnder easy cmnvase As
the Chlve come np abeom, Sir Gervaiee ap

peared in the gangway of the frigete, and, ha
in land, he asked with on accent thar was i
1lizible, thongh it might not have absolutelr
stood the west of eriticlsm, —

& L Fiee Adunival Oakes demande comment, s
porte-il, It vontre-amiral, Ic Viewmte des Pres?”

A little <llerly mon, dressed with eximeme
care, with o powdered bead, Lot of » firm sep
aml perfectly eolleeted expression of coume-
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T aace sppeared on the verge of Le Témémire's
OO trumpet i hand, o reply.
< Le Fieomte des Prec remevcie bioy Mongieur
Fe Chevafier Oalke, of désive vivement de savarr
comimdt i porte Monsicur le Vice- Amival 7"
Mutual waves of the tampets served as re-
1riies to the guestions, aud then, after taking o
moment to mosler his Trench, Sir Gervaise
contineed —

¢ Pespére voir Mongienr &y Contre-Awmival @
dfiner, & ciug heures, préeis”

The vicomte smited ae this cliometeristic
manifestation of good-will and courtesy; and
eiter pausing an instant to choose an expression
to! soften Wis reflusal, and to express his own
sense af Lhe motive of the invitation, he called
gut—

W Fruifles bien yeervnir aos exeuses pohr aqu-
gourdhini, Mons. fe Chepnlier.  News n'avons pas
emcare digéré fe repar 5 meble repw & vos mains
comme depeiner.”

The Chloe passing ahend, bows terminated
the intervivw,  Sir Gervnise™ French was at
fault, for what between the rapid, neat, pro-
sunciation of the Frenchman, the trumpet, and
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the turn of the expression, he did nol com-
prehend the meaning of the comfre-amiral.

“ What daes he say, Wychecombe 2™ he
asked eagerly of the young man,  “ Will he
come or ot P

* Upon ‘my word, Sir Gervoise, French o
sealed languege to me.  Never having beens
prisener, no spporiuaity hes offered for sequie
ing the languege. As I umlerstood, you in-
teriled to ask him to dinmer; I eather think,
from bis countensnes, he tmeant Lo say he was
not in spirits fur the entertainment.”*

“ Paoh | we would have put him in spints,
and Bloewnter could have tulked to him in his
omp longue, hy the fathom.  We =il close
with Cosar o leeward, Denhom; never mind
rank ot an oecasion like this. In's lime 1o let
the wpgallant-Tulyards run; you'll hase to setlle
your tap-sails too, or we shall shaot past her
Bluewater may take it 23 a sulute (o his gallantry
in corrying so fine & ship in so handsome &
manner.”"

Several minutes naw passed insilence, during
which the frizate was less and less mpidly
closimg with the larger vessel, drawing ahead
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towerds the bast, as it might be, foot by foot,
Sir Gervaise got upon one of the quarter-deck
guans, and stealying himsell against the ham-
mrock-cloths, he was in readiness to exchange
the grestings he was accostomed 1o give and to
reeeive from his friend, in the some beartfel
menner 45 il nothing lad eecurred to disturl
the harmeny of their feetings, ‘The siogle glance
of tlie eye, the waving ol the Bat, aned the noble
manner in which Bluewster inwerposed betweeu
him and his most dungerous enemy, was still
preseat to his mind, awd disposed him even
more than commoa to the kindest fochngs of
his natere,  Siowel wad alresdy on the poop
of the {maar, amd, a5 the Chlse came slowly
on, he ralsed his bat in deferepce to the com-
mande

chiel. Tt was a point of delicacy
with Sir Gervalse aever to imerfere with any
subordinate flag-officer’s vessel any more than
duty rigidly required ; eonsequentty his cam-
munications with the captain of the Civsar Lad
gsually been of & general nature, verbal orders
and eritiefsms being studiously avoided. This
circumsionee rendereil the commnnder-in-ehief

eren a preater fovuurite: than ¢onimen wilh
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Stawel, who had all his own way in his own
ship, in consequence of the rear admiral's in-
difference t such maters.

“How «o you do, Stowel!™ called cut Sir

Gervaise, Jiall

liI am q. |‘UL 1 W s
you on your fegs, snd hope 1he old Romen is
unt much the worse for this dag's treatment”

“1 thank you, Sir Gervaise, we are both
afloar yer, though we have passed through
wanm times.  The ship is damaged, sir, as you
may sappose ; and, although i stand so bravelr,
il tooks sa upright, that foremast of ours is
a5 good a5 A condemned spar. Qe thiry-1ee
through the heart of it about 1en fyet from the
deck, an tighteen in the hounds, and » double
header sticking in one of the hoops! A spar
cannal be counted for much that has as many
hales in it na thase, sirl™

“ Deal tenderly with 3t, my old friend, and
spare the canvass; those chops at Plymouth
will set gl to rights agam in a week. Iloops
can be hail for asking, and as for heles in the
heart, many a poor fellow bos had them, and

Tividd through itall.  ¥ou are a cose in point;
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Mrs. Sowel not hoving sprred you in that way,
I'll answer for it"

* Mrs, Stowel commands ashore, Sir Ger-
varise, ond I command aflost; and, in that way,
we keep a quiet ship 2nd a quiet house, § thenk
you, sir; and I endenvour to think of her st
sen 0 bttle n5 possible.

AR Uhat’s the way with you doting hus-
bands ; —oalways ashamed of yonr own lively
sensibilities.  But what has Leeaine of Wloe-
water ? — Does he knaw thot we are along-
side 7"

Stowel looked round, cost his eyes up at the
saits, and played with the hilt of his sword,
The rapid eye of the commander-in-chief de-
teeted this embarcassment, and quick as thonght
e o led what huel happened

©Why, Sir Gervalse, yon know how it is with

some admirals, who like to be in every thing,
1 wld oor respeeted and beloved fidend, that
he had noling to do with boording; that if
tither of us was Lo go, £ was the proper mon;
but that we ought both o stick by the ship.
[fe answered something abaut tost honour and
duty, and you know, sin, what legs De has,
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when lie wishes to use them ! Oue might s
well think of stopping a Jeserter by x halloo;
away he went, with the first party, swerd
hand, nsight T never saw before, and never wish
ta see agnin ! Thus you see how it was, 4ie”

The commaniter-inchicl compressed his lips,
until his features, and indved his whole form, w2
# picture of desperate resolution, theogh bis
face was o5 pale as deoh, and the muscla of
his menth twitched, in spite of all lis phakal
sell-commond.

“ 1 understund yoo, sir,” he saiild, inoa ot
that seemedl to fssue from his chest ; *F vou wih
to say that Admirsl Thuewnter is killed”

 No, thank Goit T Sic Gervaise, not guile s
bad as thot, thowgh sadly hurt; yes, indeed
very sadly hurp P

Siv Gervaise Dakes groaned, and for » fv
minutes he leaned his head on the hammmek-
caths, veiling lis fice from the sighe of nem
Then he raised his person crect, aned ol
steadlily —

# Run your wyp-sils to the mast-hend, Cap-
tain Stawel, and coond yoer ship . Tl

come an boanit of you."
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An order way piven ta Denbam ta ake reom,
when the Chloe came to the wind on one tack
and the Cwsar on the other, This was con-
trary torule, as it ingreased the distance Letween
the ships: bor the vice-zdmiral was Impaticnt
te be in his barge.  ln len minutes he wos
mounting the Cersar’s side, and in bwo mare he
wis in Bluewater’s mein-cabin. Geoffrey Cleve-
lanl wos seated by the tble, with his face buried

in his arms. Tanclhing his shoulder, the boy
raised his head, and shewed a face covered with
Iears,

« How is he, boy 7" demanded Sir Gervaise,
hoarsely. * Ia the surgeans give any hopes '

Tlm'midshipmnn shook hisv head, nid then,
ag if the question rengwed his gricf, he agnin
Guried lis fece in his nrms. Al this moment,
the surgeon of the ship csme from the rear-
admiral’s state-room, aml following the com-
mander-in-chief inte the after-¢olin, they had a
long confercnce together.

Mitate after minone passed, and the Cesar and
Chlee etill lay with their main-tep-sails aback.
At the end of balf xn bowr, Denhum wore vognd
anel laid the head of his frigaie in the proper
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direction.  Ship afier ship came up, amd wea
on 1o the northward, st as Ler erippled sale
would allow, and yet no sign of movement =
seen in e Cmsar.  Two sail had appeared
the south-gasiern board, anmd ther, ton, ap-
proached mud pussed without bringing the rice
adntiral even wa deck, These ships proved 1o
e the Carnntie omd her prize, Le Scipios,
which Intter ship Tiad  besn intercepted =od
easily copinred by the frmer, The steering of
AL de Yerviltin to the south-west had lefi o
clear passoge to the wwo ships, which wor
coming down with a free wind ot 8 handwome
rate of sailing.  This news wos sent into the
Cersar's eahin, but it brought no persan and &
answer aut of it At length, when crery whing
bad gone abend, the Large mEurn«i 1o the
Chloe. It merely took o note, however, which
was no seouer tead by Wycherly, than he sum
maneil the Rowlderas anit Galleygo, Lad all the
vice-admirals luggage pussed ino the bow,
struck his flag, and ook lis leave of Denhym.
As svom ns the beat was clearof the (rigate, ihe

Tauter made all sail afver the Beet, te resume ler
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ordinary duties of a look-out mul a repeating-
ship.

As soon s Wreherly reached 1the Carsar,
thar ship boisted in the vice-admiral’s barge. A
report wes made to Sir Gervaise of what had
been done, and then an onler came on deck
that oceasioned all in the Aeet to stare with sur-
prise.  The red flag of Sir Gervaise Oukes was
run up Al the fore-royal-mast-hesd oF the Ciesar,
while the white Bag of the rear-admirad sns still
Rying a1 her mizen.  Such a thing hod never
hefore beea known 1o happen, iF it has ever
happened since; and o the time when she was
subsequently lost, the Cmsar wos known as the
deuble Aag-ship.
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THAFTED Viil

The spuke ; when behobd the fair Gemldine's form
im the canvaes enchamingly glomed ;
Hit wuchen, they flew like the leares in o storm;
Andl the pure perrly white, snd the exrnaion wam,
ontending in harmeny Sowed.
Acaron.

WeslnH now ask permission of the reader fo
ndvave the time just cight-and-forty hours; 2
libwoty witly the wnities which, he wil] do us the
juntice to say, we have not often eaken. We
Harsk alwa

Fer the seene 1o that aleeads de-
serilit mt Wyeliceambe, includivg the Head,
the station, the romds, and the inland amd s
ward sivws.  Summer wenther bl relurned,
sy, the penmouts of the ships al nachor sarce
strenming fronu e masts Far ciouwgl 10 form
emrved lives,  Mast of the English Acer wos
iy these vessels, Ihongh the squadron had
wiclergone some chauges.  The Lraid hal got

inty Vortsmouth with La Flicaire; the Triver
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ond Active had madle the best of their way to
the nearest porty, with despatches for the sdmi-
ralty: and e Achilles, in tow of the Dublin,
with the Chlue to take care of both, hed gone to
legwenrd, witl square yords, in the hope almaking
Falmeutl, "I'ke rest of the furce was present,
the erippled sluipa having been towed into the
rouds that merning.  The picture among the
shipping wos one of extreme activity and livel-
ness.  Jury-mists were going up ta the Ware
spite ; lower and top-sail yards were down to he
fsliedl, or hew ones were rigzing tn be sent
utalt in their pleges; the Mantagenet was all
A-lante again, in rocadiness for another action,
with Hpging seewred, and masts f:led, while
neate but an instructed eye could huve detected,
ot & short distance, that the Cmear, Carnatic,
Jhver, York, Elizalecth, aud one or two mare,

had been in oction ot gl The lawd

g was
crowded with Bonts as before, and pui-room
servauts and midshipmen's boys were foraging
gs wsiul; some with honest intent to find deli=
envies for the wounided, bBut mere with the
ruguish desipn of contributing 10 the comfurts
of the uniurt, by mukiog appeals to the sym-
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pathies of the women of the neighlourhood,
el of the hart,

The prrincipal transformation that had been
brought about by this stae of tiings, bowever,
was apparent at the station.  This spot had the
appeargnge of & place 1o which the head-quar-
ters of en army had Leen transferred, in the
vigissiludes of the feld; werlike sailors, if nos
suldiers, flocking 1o i1, as the ceutre of inwerest
and telligence.  Sull there was a singulariy
alservable in the manner i which these beroes
of \be Jeck paid their cour; the connge being
seemingly tobooed, or, at most, approached by
wery few, while the grass al the foot of the Bag-
stafl was already beginning w show proufi of
the pressure of many feet. This particular spaty
indead, wes the centre of sitraction; ihere
officers of all ranks and ages were constanlly
arriving, and theuce they were os ofien depart-
ing; sll Learing coumensnces sobered by

h H Watwith di

anxiety and apg
the constant mutations, there had been po in
stant since the rising of tie suly, when some wn
of twelve, at least, meluding eaplaing, bieute
nants, masters, and idlers, had not becn ool
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lected around the bench at the foot of the sig-
oal-staff, and frequently the number reached
even Lo twaniy.

A lietle relired fram the crowd, and near the
verge of the cliff, n large tent had been pitched.
A marine paced in its [ront as & sentinel.  An-
other stood near the gate of the little door-yard
of the coltage, and all persons who approached
cither, with the exceplion of a few of the privie
leged, were referred to the sergean who come
manded the guard. The arms of the latter were
stacked on the grass, at hand, and the men off
post were loitering near.  These were the
uaual militery signs of the presence of officers
of rank, and may, in sooth, be taken os clues
to the gctual stste of things en ond around the
Head.

Admira] Bluewater lay in the eotiage, while
Sir Gervaise Oukes oceupied the tent. The
farmer had Leen transfarred to the place where
be was about Lo breathe his last, st his own
urgent reguest, while his friend had refused to
be separated from him, so long az life remained.
The two flags were still ying at the mast-heads
of the Casar, a sort of melancholy memorial of

¥OL. 1IN L
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the tie that had 30 long bound their gallant
ownery in the strong sympathics of an enduting
persenal and professional friendship.

Parzons of the education of Mra. Dutton and
her daughter had not dwelt so long on that
besutiful headland without leaving on the spat
some lasting impressions of their tastes. Of the
colttage we have elready spoken. The linle
gardert, too, then bright with flowers, had =
grace and refinement about it that we would
hardly have expected to meet in such a place;
il even the paths thut led athwart the verdant
common which spread over so much of the up-
lend, had been divected with an exe to the pic-
wretque and agreeable.  One of these paths,
oo, led to 8 rustic summer-house — a sort of
small, rude povilion, constructed, like the
fences, of Mragmenrs of wrecks, and placed on
shelf of the cliff; at a dizzy elevation, but i
perfect security.  So far from there being any
daonger in entering this summer-house, indeed,
Wycherty, during his six months® residence
mear the Head, had made a path that descended
still lower, to B point that was utterly conceakd
from afl eyes ebove, and hod actually planted 4
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=ent on pnother shell, with 3¢ much security,
that bath Mildred snd her mother often visited
it in company. Duoring the young man's recent
albsence, the poar girl, indeed, had passed much
©f her lime there, weeping and suffering in so-
litade. To this seat Dutton never ventured ;
the descent, thaugh well protected with ropes,
vequiring greater steadiness of fool and head
than intemperence had left him.  Once or
ewice Wchetly had induced Mildred te pass an
taur with him alone in this romentic place ; and
some of his sweetest recollections of this jusi-
wninded and intelligent yirl were connected with
the fienk communications that had there oc-
curred between them. Ou this bench he was
sentedl al the time of the apening of the present
chapter. The mavement on the Head, and
about the cottage, was 56 grest as to deprive
him of every chonee of seeing Dlildred alone,
and he had haped what, led by some secret sym-
iy, she, 100, might seek this perfectly retired
serl, 1o obtain & moment of unobserved solitude,
if oot from some still desrer mative. He had
not waited long ere he heard a heavy foor over
his head, and o man entered 1he summer-house.

L2
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Efe was yet debatiog whether 1o abandon all
hopes of seeing Mildred, when his acute ear
canght her Jight and well-known foolstep, 15
she repched the summer-house also.

# Father, I bave vome ns you desiced,” said
the paar girl, In those tremulous tones which
Wycherly 106 well undersiood, oot 1o fmagine
the condition of Dubon. # Admiral Bluesater
dezes, and mother hus permitted me e stesl
awny”

*“ Ay, Admiral Bluewater is & greal man,
though Lot linke better than a dend one!" an-
swered Dution, ws harshly in manner ns the
language was coarse.  “ You and your mother
are all atiention 1o Aim ; did 7 lie in bis plae,
which of you would be found hanging over my
bed, with pale cheeks and tearful eyes?™

“ Botk of us, lather ! Donot — da not think
so Hl of .your wife and daughter, s to suppose
it possible that either of them could forget het
dutg.”

“ Yes, duly might do something, perhaps;
what has duly o do with this useless resr-
sdoiral ? T bate the scoundrel —le was ooe
of the court that cashiered me; and one, tod
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that ! am 1ol waz the most obstinate in re-
fusing to belp me into this pitiful berdh of o
master,”

Mildred wos silent. She could not vindicate
her friend without criminating her father. As
for Wyeherly, he woull have given a yenr's
income to be ot ses, snd yet he shrunk from
wounding the poor daughter’s feelings by letting
her know he overhenrd the dislogue, This in-
decision made him the unwilling auditor of a
conversation that he ought not to have heard,
~— an oceurrence which, had there been time for
reflection, he would have 1aken mesns to pre-
went.

« Bit you down here, Mildred,” resumed
Dutten, sternly, ** and listen to wliat I have to
say, ILis time that there should no longer be
any trifling between us.  You have the fortunes
af your mother cad myself in four bands; and,
as ane of the partics se decply concerned, I nm
determined mine sinll be seided ot once.”

< § do not understand you, futher,” said Mil-
dred, with » tremour in her voice (hat almost
induced the young manto show himself, though,
we awi il 1o trath (0 say, thet o lively curiosity
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now mingled with his other sensations,  ** Hie
con I have the keeping of dear mother’s for-
unes and yours 2"

“ Dear mather, truly | —Dear enough ha
she proved to me; but 1 intend the daughter
shall pay for it.  Hark you, Mildred ; I'lbace
ne more of this trifling, —lLut T ask yon, io &
father's name, if any man has offercd you b
hand?  Speak plainly, and conceal nothing,—
T wiil be answered.”

“ T wish to conceal nothing, father, that ooght
to be told; but when & young woman declive
the honour that snother dees her in this war,
sugh! she to reves| the secrel, even 1o be
father 77

“ She aught; end, in your case, she shal
No mote hesitation ; name oxe of the offers oo
have had.”

Mildred, alter & brief pause, in a low, tremo-
lous voice, proncunced the oante of ** Mr. Ko
therham,™

“1 suspected as much,” growled Dution;
 there was a time when even ke might hast
anewered, but we can de better than thet oor.
Still he may be kept o5 0 reserve; the thousand
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pounds Mr, Themas says shall be paid, rod
that and the living will make a comlortable port
after a stormy Ve, Well, who next, Mildred ?
Has Mr, Thomas Wychecombe ever came 1o
the point 7

11 He has asked me o become bis wile, within
the last twenty-four hours, father ; if that is what
you mean.”

“ No affeciations, Milly; I can®t bear them.
You know well enough what I mean. WWhat
was your nhswer ¥

“ T o not love him in the least, lather, and,
of course, I eald him [ could not marry him,”

 That don't follow of conrse, by any mesus,
girl!  The marrying is done by the priest, and
the lave is n very different thing. 1 bope you
congider Mrs. Dutton as my wite 2"

" What & question I’ murmured Mildred.

% Well, and do you suppase she Joves e —
can love me—now [ am a disgreced, im-
poverished man 2"

“ Father 1"

« Come—rcome—enough ofthis.  Mr. Tho-
mas Wyehecombe may ot be legitimate, — I
rather think he is not, by the proofs Sir Regi-
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aald has prodeced within he last doy of Wwo;
and I undersland his own mather is disatubed
with him, and that will knock hbis clsim fa
abaek. Wolwithatanding, Mildred, T Wy
cotube Las 8 good six hundred & year slredy,
and Sir Reginald himsell admits that be ous
take all the personal properiy the late barona
could leave”

* You forget, father,” said Mildred, conscioa
of ihe inefficacy of any other appeal, * that M.
‘Thomes has promised 10 pay the legacies the
Sir Wycherly rnfended 10 leave.”

# Dian't place any expecrations on that, MI-
dred. T dare say he would settle ten of e
twenty thousand om you to-marzow, il yo
wounld consent to have him. [, now, as @
this new barenet, for it seems he is te bam
Dot title and estate — has fe ever offered?”

‘There was & long pavse, during which Wr
cherly thought he heard the herd but suppresed
breathing of Mildred. To remain qoiet wJ
longer, Lie felt wes as impossible as, indeed, bs
conscience told him was dishonourable, and &
sprang along the path wo ascend to the summe-
honse, AL the first sound of Lis lootsten ¢
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[int ery escaped Mildred ; bui when Wycherly
entered the pavilian, he found her Face buried
in her hands, znd Dulton 10ttering forward,
equally in surprise and alarm.  As the circum-
stances would not admil of evasion, the young
man threw sside all reserve, end spoke plainly.

1 [ bnes been an unwilling listener 1w & pars
of your disconrse with Mildred, 3r. Dutton,”
he eaid, *ond can answer your lest question for
myselll I kave offerad my hand to your daugli-
ter, sir; an offer that T now renew, and the
acceptance of which would make me the hap-
piest man in England, 1 your influence could
aid me — for she has refused my hand.”

“ Refused 1" exeluimed Dutton, in & surprise
that the caleulated ity of manner
he had essumed, the instant Wiycherly ap-
peared — © Refused Sir Wycherly Wyche-
combe ! but it was before your rights had been
s well established a3 they 2re now, Mildred
answer to this—how could you — nay, how

dare you refuse auch en affer ns this 7"

Human nature tould nat well endure more.
Mildred tuffered her bands to fall helplessly
inte her lap, and expesed a face that was lovely

L5
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as that of an angel's, though pele nearly to the
hue of death,  Feeling extorted the answer
she made, though the words hud hardly escaped
lier, ere she repented having uttersd them, and
had again buried ber face in her hands —

* Father," she said, ¥eould 1 — dare I 1o en-
courage Sir Wyeherly Wychecombe to unite
Limselll to a family like curs!™

Canscience smote Dutton with a force that
nearly sobered him, and what explanation
might have followed it is bard to sey; Wy
cherly, in an ander tone, however, reguested v
e lefi glone with the daughter. Diutton bad
sense enough 1o understand ke was de frop, and
sharie encugh to wish 1o eseape.  In hall 2
minute, he had hobbled up to the summit of
the <liff and disappeared.

“ Mildred ! — Pearest Mildred,” said Wy-
cherly, tenderly, gently endeavouring ta dow
her autention to himself, ™ we are alone now:
surely — surely — you will not refuse to lek
at mel”

5 Ts he gone 7™ asked Mildred, dropping ber
hands, and looking wildly eround. * Thenk
God 1 it is aver, for this time, at least [ Now,
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Aet us go o the house; Admiral Bluswater may
miss me.”

“ No, Mildred, not yer.  ¥ou surely ean
spare me — me, who have suffered so much of
late ot your ac¢ount — pay, by your means —
¥ou cat, in merey, sparc me B few short
minutes.  Was (s the renson — the only rea-
son, desrest girl, why you so pertinaciously
refused my hand 27

*Was it nol sufficient, Wyeherly 7" an-
swered Mildred, alraid the chartered eir might
hear her secrer. © Remember w4o you are, and
whet fam T Could 1 suffer you to become the
husband of one to whom such cruel, cruel pro-
pesitions had been made by her own father 77

I shall nol affect to conceal my hortor of

such principles, Mildred, but your virtues shine
el the brighter by having flourished in their
company. Answer me but one question frankly,
and every other difficulty can be gotien over.
Do goa love me well enough to be my wile,
were you en orphan 7°

Mildred's countenznce was Rl of anguish,

but this question changed ita expression en-
tirely. The moment was extraordinary, sy were
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the leelings it engendered, and, almost enoon-
sciously to herself, she raised the band that
held her own to her lips, in & sort of revercnce,
In the next instant she was encircled in the
Fyoung man's arms, and pressed with fervour to
his heart.

“Let us gn,"aid Mildred, extticating her
sl from an embrace Ihat was (00 involuntanly
bestowed, and too hesrtfelt to alarm ber deli-
cacy. 1 feel certain Admiral DBluewater will
miss me [”

“ No, Mildred, s ¢annot part thus,  Gire
me st lenst the poor conselation of knowing that
if thiz difficulty did not exist — thot if you were
an orphan for {nstance — you would be mine.”

“ Qb1 Wycherly, how gladly —how gladiy!
— Bul say no more —nay —"

This time the embrace was longer, more fer-
vent even than before, and Wrycherly was too
much of & sailor to let the sweet girl escape
from his arms withoul [mprinting on her lips &
kiss. He had ne seoner relinquished his hold
of 1he slight person of Mildred ere it vanished.
‘With Lhis charueteristic toave-toking, we changs
the geenn to the tent of Sir Gervaise Oakes,
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¢ Y ou have sten Admirel Bluewater 7" Jee
meanded the commander-in-chief, as soon as the
Yorra  of Magrath darkened the entrance, and
spreaking with the sudden enmestness of » man
determined ta know the worsl. ¢ If'so, 121l me
nt once what hopes there ere for him ?2*

“ OfF all the buman passions, Sir Jairvis,"”
answered Magrath, locking aside, to avoid the
keen glence of the other, " hope is generally
vonsidered, by all ratiooal men, as the most
treacherous and delusive; T may add, of all
denominations or divisions of hope, thar which
decides on life is e most unsairtain.  We all
hape ta live, I'm thinking, 1o a good ald age,
and yet how many of us live just leng enongh
to be disappointed !

Sir Gervaise did et move until the surgeon
ceaned speaking; then he began to pace the tent
in mournful silence, 1de undersiood Magrath’s
manner 5o well, that the last faint hope he had
felt from seeking his opinion was gone; he now
hnew that his friend must die. [0 required all
his Eartitude 1o stand up agginst this blow ; for,
single, childless, and accustomed to each other

almout from infancy, these two veleran sailors
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had gob to regard themselves as merely isalated
parts of the same being.  Magrath was affected
more than he chose to express, and he blew bis
nose several Umes in a way that en abscrrer
would have found suspiciows.

# Will you confer an me the favout, D Me-
grath,” said Sir Gerraise, in a gentle, subdued
manner, “lo ask Caplain Greenly to come
kither, ns you pess the feg-stel?™

® Most willingly, Sic Jairvis; and T kaow
he'll e eny whing but backward in complying.”

It wae not long ere the captain of the Plao-
tagenet made his appearance. Like all around
him, the recent victory eppered to bring oo
exulletionh.

1 1 suppose Magrath told yo all,” said the
vieeeadmiral, squeezing the other's hand.

it He gives no hopes, Siv Gervaise, 1 sin-
cerely regret to say.”

“ [koew as much ! [ krew as much ! Amt
yel he is easy, Greenly ! —nmy, even seems
heppy, I did feel a little hope that this nbsence
from suffering might be a ivourable omen.”

“1 am glad to hear that much, sir; for [
heve been thinking that it is my duty 1o speak
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to the rest-admiral an the subjeet of his bro-
ther’s marriage,  ¥rom his own silence an the
subject, it is possible—nay, from ol the cir-
cumsinnees, it is probadfe, he never knew af it
and there may be reasons why he cught 1o be in-
ferwed of the affair.  As you say he is 5o easy,
would there be an imprapriety in mentioning it
10 kim?"

Greenly could not pussibly have made o sug-
gestion that was & grealer fuvour to Sir Ger-
vaise. The necessity of doing, his habits of de-
cision, amd having an object in view, contributed
to reliewe his mind by diverting his thoughts wo
some active duty ; and he seized his hat, back-
oned Greenly te follow, end moved across the
kill with a rapid pace, taking the path to the
cottage. It was necessary lo pass the Aeg-
siaff. As this was done, every counlenance met
the vice-admirel’s glance, with o Yook of sincere
sympathy. The bows that were exchanged

had more in them than the naked coortesies of

such q of feeling
o both sides.
Bluewater was awhke, and retaining the hand

af Mildred affectionately in his own, when hix

; they were el
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friend entered. Relinquishing his hold, how=
ever, he grasped the hand of the vice-admiral,
antl looked earnestly at him, as il he pitied the
sorrow that he knew the survivor must feel.

'+ My dear Bluewatet,” commenced Siv Ger-
vaise, who acted under & nervous excitement,
as well a8 lrom constitutional decision, ** hers is
Greenly with something 10 tell you that we bath
think you ought to know ml a mament like
his.”

The rear-admiral regarded his friend in-
tenily, a3 if inviting him 1o proceed.

“%Why, 0's sbout your brother Jack. I
fancy you eanaot have known that he was erer
married, or I think I should hare hewrd you
spenk of it.”

“ Married 1" repeated Bloewater, with great
inuerest, and speaking with rery liele difficuly.
I think that must be an error.  Inconsiderare
and warm-hearted he wos, but there wes only
ane woman he could, pey, would, heve marriel.
She is lang since dead, but not s A wile ; for
that her uncle, a man of great wealth, but of
unbending will, would never have suffered.
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A= survived her, though my poor brother did
bl =2

This was zaid in a mild voige, for the wounded

Txaan spoke equally without effort, and without
Frain.

“ You hear, Greenly?” observed Sir Ger-
waise, “ And yet it is not prabable that you
whould be mistaken.”

# Certainly, 1 am uot, gentlemen. 1 saer
Colonel Blugwater married, as did another
officer whe is at thie moment in this very Aest.
Captain Blakely is the person 1 niean, and I
know that the priest who performcd the cere-
mony s still living, & Lenchiced ¢lergyman.®

“ This is wonderful 1o me! He fervently
loved Agnes Hedworth, but his paverty wae an
chatacte to the union ; and both died se young,
that there was little opportunity of conciliating
the uncle.”

“ That, ¢ir, s your misiske. Agnes Hed-
worth was the bride.”

A noise in the room interrupted the dialogue,
and the three gendemen saw Wychedy and
Mildred stooping to pick up the Fragments of
& bowl that Mra. Dutton hed let fall. The
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Tatier, apparently in alerm, mt the litde aceident,
had sunk back inta & seat, pale and trembling.

“ My desr Mrs. Dutton, take » pless af
wuter,” suid Sir Crervaise, kindly spproaching
ber; * your nerves have been sorely tried of
late ; else would not such o trifle affeet you”

It s not dAaf 7 exclnimed the matres,
huskily. 1t is not that! Ohl the faariul
moment bus come at last; and, from my inmest
spirit T thank tbee, my Lord end my God, that
it has come free lrom shame and disgrace !™

The closing words were uitercd il bended
knees, nod with npiified hands.

“ Mother | — dearest, dearest mother ™ ened
Mildred, falling on ber mother's neck. “ What
mean you? What new misery has happened
to-day 27

o Mather! Yeu, sweet one, thou art, thoe
ever shalt be my child! This is the pang 1
have mest dreaded ; but what 35 an unknown
tie of blood, to use, and affection, and 1o 2
mothers care? If 1 did not beur thee, Mildred,
no netural mather could have loved thes more,
ot would have died for thee, as willingly U™

« Diistress has distorbed her, gentlemen,”
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said Mildred, gently extricating herself frem
her mother’s zrms, and helping her o rise.
« A few moments of rest will restore her”

“t Mo, dacling; it must come new — it ought
to come now — after what I have just heord,
it would be unpardonable not 1o tell it mow.
Did I undersand you ta say, sir, thet you were
present aL the mardsge of Agnes Hedworth,
and thsl, too, with the brother of Admiral Blue-
water 2™

“ Of that fact, there can be no question,
madam. I and athers will testify 10 i, The
marriage took place in Londen, in the semmer
of 1723, while Blakely and mysell were up from
Portsmouth, on leave.  Colonel Bluewater
asked ws bath to be present, under s pledge of
SECTECY.”

< And in the summer of 1726, Agnes Hed-
worth disd in my beuse and tny erms, an hour
after giving birth ta this dear, this precious
child = Mildred Diation, a9 she has ever since
been ealled — Mildred Bluewster, as it would
seem ber name should be”

It is unnecessary to dwell on 1he surprise
with which all present, or the delight with which
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Bluewater and VWycherly heard this extrs-
ordipary gonouncement. A cry escaped BMil
dred, who threwr hersell on Mrs. Dutton's neck,
entwining it with ber arms, canvulsively, as il
refusing to permil the tie that had so long
bound them together to be thus rudely tom
asunder.  But helf en hoor of weeping, and of
the tenderest consolations, calmed the poor
gitl a little, mod she was able ta listen to the
explanations.  These were exceedingly simple,
and so clear, a3, in connection with the owber
evidence, ta put the facts out of wll douks.
Miss Hedworth hed become known to Mre
Dutton, while the latter was gn inmate of the
heuse of her patron. A year or two after the
marriage of the Yieutenant, and while be was
on g distant station, Agres Hedworth threw
herselll on the pratection of his wife, mskinge
refuge for & woman in the most critical circut-
stances.  Like all who knew Agnes Medwornb,
Mrs. Dutian both respected sad loved her; bot
the distance crested between them, by birth and
station, was such as to prevent any coofidente
The former, for the lew days passed with her
humble friend, had acted with the quiet dignity
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al & woman conscious of no wrong; and no
questions could be asked that implied doulyts.
A succession of fuinting fits prevented oll conie
municatiany in the hour of desth, and Mrs.
Dutton fuund berself leflt with a child on ber
hands, and the dead Lody of her frend.  Miss
Hedworth had come to her dwelling unautended
and under o false name.  These circumstanees
induced Mrs. Dhutton to apprehend the worst,
and she proceeded to make her orrangements
with grest tenderness for the ceputation of the
deceased,  The body was removed to London,
and letters were sent Lo the uncle 1o inform him
where it was to be found, with & reference,
should he choose to inquire iteo the eircum-
stances of his niece’s death.  Mrs. Duton
ascertained that the body was interred in the
wspal manner, but no inquiry wes ever made
concerning the particulurs. The young duchess,
Miss Hedworib®s sister, was then travelling in
Tuly, whence she did rot return for more than

a year; and we may sdd, though Mrs, Dutien
was unsble lo make the explanation, that her
inquiries afier the fate of o beloved sister were

e by o simple statement that she had died



238 THE T®O ADMIHALS.

suldenly, on a visit lo a watering place, whither
she had gone with a female friend for ber
health,  Wheiier Mr. Hedworth himself bad
any suspicions of his -niece’s condition, is urn-
certnin; but the probabulities were ageinat it
for she had offended him by refusing a maich
equal in all respects to that made by her elder
sister, with the single exception that the later
had married a man she loved, whersas be
exacted of Agrnes a very different sacrifice.
Owing to the alienation preduced by this affiir,
there was litde communication betwesn the
unele and nitce; the loller passing her time in
retirement, and professedly with feiends that the
former neither knew not cared 0 know, In
short, such was the mode of life of the re
spective parties, that mothing was easier lan
for the unhappy young widow to concesl her
state from her uncle. The motive was the
fortune of the expreted child ; this uncle having
il in his pewer o elienate from i, by will, if
he sow fiy, certain family properl.;, that might
oiherwise descend 1o the issue of the two sisters,
as his co-heiresses. What might have happened
in the end, or what poor Agnes meditated doing,
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can never be known death clusing the secret
with his irreinovable seal.

Mrs. Dutton was the mother of » girl but
three months’ old, a1 the time this Tittie siranger
was left an her hands. A few weeks lazer her
own child dJied; and having weited several
months in vain fir tidings from the Hedworth
family, she hed the sureiving infant christened
Ly the same name es that barne by her own
daughter, and svon came Lo love it, as much,
pechaps, 8 if she had borne it.  Three years
pagsed in this manner, when the Lime drew
near for the retutn of her husband from the
East Indies. To be ready wo meer bim, she
chiwnged her ebode to » naval port, end, in 5o
doing, changed her domesties. This lefi her
accidentally, but forlunately, as she alterwards
thought, completely tistress of the secret of
Mildred's birth; the one or two others to whom
it wos known being in slations to render [t im-
probisble they should ever communicate any
thing on the sulject, unless it were asked of
them. Her originel intention, however, was
to communicate the facts, without reserve, o
her husband.  But he came back an altered
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wan; brutal in cold in his aff

and ihe vicim of dronkenncss, By this time,
the wife was too much sttached te the child 0
think of exposing it to the wayward capricss
of such a being; and Mildred wos vdueated,
wdd prew in stature aod besuty, as the resl
offspring of her reputed parents.

All this Mrs, Dutton related cleariy and
briefly, reflraining, of eourse, from making anf
allusion ta the conduct of her husband, amd
referring all her own benevoleoet to her atrach-
ment to the child. Bluewater hod strengh
enough to veorive Mildred in his arms, and ke
kizgsed her pale cheek, again and again, blessing
her in the most fervent and solemn manner.

“ My leelings were not treacherous or un-
faithlul,™ be said; # I loved thee, sweetest, from
the first. Sir Gervalse Ockes bas my will,
made in thy favour, before we sailed on this
last craise, aod every shilling I lenve will be
hine. Mz, Atwood, procure that will, and add
s codicil explaining this recent discovery, and
confirming the legmey: let not the last be

hed, far it s #p anil comes from

the heart.”
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A nd, now,” engwersd Mrs. Dutton, % enough
has passed for once. The sick bed should be
more quiet. Give me my child, aguin: —1
cannot yet consent e part with her for ever”

 Mather! mother[” exclaimed Mildred,
throwing bersell on Mrs. Dutton's bosom —
* I am yours, and yours only.”

“ Not so, I lear, Mildred, if all [ suspect be
true, and this is g3 proper a moment a3 ancther
1o place thet mater also before your honoured
uncle. Come formard, Sir Wycherly —1 have
understood you to say, this minute, in my ear,
that you hold the pledge of this willel gir) ta
become your wife, shauld she ever be un or-
phan.  Anorphen she i3, end has been since
the first hour of her birth.”

“ No —no - no” — murmured Mildeed,
burying her face atill deeper in her mother's
bosorm, * nol while yor tive, can I 'be an orphan,
Nat now — another time — this is unseasonalle
— cruel —ney, it is pat what 1 seid.”

* Take her awey, dearest Mrs, Dutton,” suid
Dluewater, teers of joy forcing themselves from
his exes.  *¢ Take her awey, lest too much hap-
piness come upon me mt onca. My thoughus
thould be calmer at such a mpment,”

T I, H
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Wyeherly removed Mildred from her mo-
ther's arms, and gently led her from the room.
When in Mrs, Dutton's apartment, he whis-
pered something in the ear of the sgitated girl
that caused her to turn on hirs a lack of happi-
ness, though it came dimmed with tears: then
#e had his turn of helding ber, for another pre-
pivus instant, Lo his heart.

“ My dear Mra. Dutlon — nzy, my dewr
mother,” lie said, ©* Mildred and mysell hare
both need of parents. I am an orphan like
herself, and we can never consent Lo part with
you.  Look forward, 1 entreat you, to making
one of aur family in all things, for never can
either Mildred or myselll cease Lo consider you
a5 any thing but & parent entitled to mare Lheo
comman reverence and afection.”

Wycherly had berdly wtered chis proper
speech, when he received what he fancied o teo-
fold remard. Mildred, in e burst of natonl
feeling, without affectation ot reserve, but yield
ing to her heart only, threw her arms around
his neck, murmured the word “ thanks * sevenil
Limes, and wept ﬁ:tzl}' on his bosom. When
Mrs. Duiton received the sobbing girl from
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him, Wycherly kissed the mother's cheek, and
he left the rocam.

Admiral Bluewater would not consent 10 seek
his repose until he had o private conference
with his friend and Wiycherly. The latter was
Trankness and lilerality itself, but the former
would not wait for settlements,.  These he
trusted to the young man's honour. His own
time was short, and he should die perfeetly
bappy could he leave Nis niece in the care of
one like our Virginian. He wished the mar-
rings to take place in his presence.  On this he
cven insisted, and, of course, Wycherly made
he oljections, but went to stote the case to M.
Dutwon and Mildred.

“It i3 singular, Dick,” said Sir Gervaise,
wiping bhis eyes, as he locked from a window
that commonded & view of Lthe sea, * that [ have
left both our flags fying in the Cesar! 1 de-
clare, the odidness of the circumstance never
struck me till this minwte.”

“ Let them foat a little lenger together, Ger-
vaise. They hnave foced many o gale and many
a bettle together, end may endure each other's
company & lew hours longer.™

M2
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CHAPTER TX_ M

Compound of wealines and of srengih,
Mighuy, yet ignarant of thy power !
Loftict than enrth, or air, o7 sen,
e Yot eaner than the lowliest flawer |
Mamcamer Duriowe.

Not a syllable of esplanation, reproach,
or self-accnsation had passed between the com-
der-in-chief and the dniiral, since the
latter received his wound. Each party appear-
ed to blat out the events of the last fow days

leaving the long vista of their past services and
lreudship undisfigured by & single unsightly
or unpleasant okject, Sir Gervaise, while be

d an active superintend of his Beet,
and issued the necessary orders tight and lefi
hovered around the bed of Bluewater with the
assiduity and mlmost with the teaderness of ¢
woman ; gtill not the slightest allusion was made
to the recent battles, or to mny thing that bed
occurred in the shart cruise, The speech 12
corded at the close of the last chapler was the
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first words he had uttered which might, in any
manner, carry Lhe mind of either bock 1o events
thal both might wish forgotien, The rear-
wdmiral felt this forlbestance deeply; and now
that the subject was thus sceidentally broahed
betwesn (hews, he hod a desire to say some-
thing in eontinuation.  Still he waited until the
baronet had left the window and taken 2 seat
by his bed.

“ Gervaise,” DBluswater then commenced,
speaking low (rom weakness, but speaking dis-
tinetly from leeling, * [ cannot die without ask-
ing your forgiveness. There were several hours
when 1 actually meditated treason— I will not
88y to my king ; an that point my opinions are
unchanged — but to you.”

“ Why speak of his, Dick? You did not
know yoursell when you believed it possible to
desert me in the face of the enemy. How much
better I judged of your character is seen in the
fact that [ did not hesitate to enguze double my
foree, well knowing that you ecould not fail o
come 1o my rescue.”

Bluewater looked intently at his friend, and
a smile of seripus satisfaction passed over his
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pallit countenance os he Jistened to Sir Ger-
vaise's wonds, which were uitered with his osral
warmth and sincerily of manner,

I believe you know me betier than 1 kaow
myeelf, ruly,™ he answered, after 8 thoughaful
pause;  yes, better then I know mysell Wkt
a glorious ¢lose to out professional earcer woald
it have been, Cakes, had I followed rou inta
battle, #s was our ofd practice, and fallen m
your wake, imitating your awn high example!”

It is beer as il is, Dick — if sny thing tha
has to sad a termination can be well—yes, i
better as it is; you have Fallen at my side, as it
were. W will thiok or talk no more of this”

“ We have been (viends, and close friends
tog, for a leng period, Gervaise,” returned Blos-
whater, stretching his arm from the bed, wilk the
long, thin fingers of the hand extending t
meet the other's grasp; %and ype, I cancor
recall an sl of yours which I ean Jusily lay w
heart, as unkind, ot unceue.®

“ God fergive me, if you can —1 hope not.
Dick; most sincerely do I hope net.  To woald
give me great pain 1o believe it

“ Yew have no cavst for selfereproach. In
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mg one act or thought can you justly aecuse
yoursell with injuring me. 1 should dic mueh
happler could I say the same of myself,
Oakes !

“ Thought | — Dick ? —Thought ! You
never meditated sught against me in your whole
life. The lave you bear me is the wnie resson
why you lie there, at this blessed moment.”

* [t is gratefu] to find that I have bieen under-
stood. 1 am deeply indebted to you, Ookes,
for detlining to signal me and my di

i
dowo, when I feolishly requested that unimely
forbearance. [ was then suffering an anguish
of mind, 1 which any pain of the body I may
now entdure, iy an elysium; your sclf-denial
gave Ume *

“ For the Arari to prompt you to that which
yowr feelings yearned to da lrom the Grst, Blue-
water,” interrupted Sir Gervsise.  ** And new,
a3 vour commanding officer, I enjoin silence on
this subject, for ever.”

1 will endeasour to obey. [t #ill nat e
long, Ouakes, that I shall remain onder your
orders,” added the rear-admiral, with & painful
wmile.  “ There should be no charge of mutiny
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wgainst e, in the fasgr et of my life, You
ought e forgive the one sin of omision, when
you remember how mueh wnd how completely
my will bos been subjeet to yours, during the
lnst five-snd-thiry years—how litle my mind

has | & prafessionsl thought that yeurs
has not eriginated 17

“ Bpeak no more of ¢ forgive,’ 1 charge Fou,
Dick. That you have sliown & girl-like docility
in obeying all wny arders, tee, is & truth 1 wil
mver before God and mon; but wihen it comes
w mrird, [ an fue from asserting that mine has
had the mastery, T do believe, could 1he truth
be ascertained, it would be found that T am, st
this blessed

reputation, which /s more than belf due to

t

.l ; J‘ ] a pr It
Fou”

“ It matters little, now, Cervajse —jt mal-
ters little now. W were two light-herted and
gey lads, Oskes, when we first mel as bays
fresh from school, and merry ms health and
spirits could meke us."”

“ We were, indeed, Dick ! —yes, we were;
thoughtless as if this sad moment were never to

wrrive |
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% There were George Anson, snd Peter
Warren, ftde Chatley Ssunders, Jack Byng,
and B set of us, that did, indeed, Fve as il we
were never 10 die!  And yet we carried aur
lives, as it might be, in our hands, Dakes |

“ There is much of that, Dick, in boyhood
and youth.  But he is heppiesl, after all, who
can meet this woment s you do —ealmly, and
¥et without any dependence on his own merits.”

“ I had an excellent mother, Oakes! Little
do we think, in youth, how much we owe to the
unextinguishable tenderness rnd far-seeing lex-
son: of our mothers ! Ours both died while
we were young, and yel I do think we were
their deblor for far more than we could ever
Tepay.

Sir Gervaise simply assenied ; bul meking no
immediste answer, otherwise, a long pacse sue-
ceeded, during which the vice-admiral fancied
that bis Iriend was beginning to dose.  He wos
mistaket.

“ You will be made Viscount Bowldero for
these lasi affuirs, Gervaise,” the wounded tan
unexpectedly abserved, showing how much his

i I
B

were siill engrossed with the |

5
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al bis friend.  * Nor de I see why you shonld
sgain refuse o peerage.  Those who remsin in
this world muy well yield to its usages and
opiniens, while they do not interfere with higher
obligations”

" —exclaimed Sir Gerruite, gloomily.
* The thaught of so commemorating what bas
happened would be worse that defeat 1o me !
Ne—1 ask nochange of name te remind me
constanily of oy loss 1™

Bluewater looked gratelul, rather than pleased;
bat he made no answer.  Now he fell into &
light slumber, from which he did not awake
until the tiowe he bad hivself ser for the marvinge
of Wycherly and Milired. With one uncle
dead andstill unburied, and ancther aboun Lo quit
the world for ever, a rile that is usually deemed
87 joyaus s it it solemm, might seem unsesson-
able; but the dying man had inade it a reqoest
that he mright bave the consolation of knowing,
ere be expined, that he left bis piece under the
legat protection of one as competent, as he wis
desirous of protecting her, The reader most
imugine the srguments that were used for the
occasion, but they were such as disposed all, io
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the end, 1o admit the propriety of yielding their
ordinery prejudices 1o the exigencies of the
yooment. It may be well to add, also, to pre-
wrent uscless and unprofitable cavilling, hat the
Taws of England wers not as rigid on the subject
of the celebration of marriages in 1745 a5 they
subsequently Lecatne; and that it was lawful
then 1o perform (e cecemony in a private honse
without a licence, and without the publishing of
baus even ; resirictions thal were impased a
few years later. The penshy for dispensiog
with the publication of bans was a fine of one
hundred pounds, imposed on the clergyman ;
and this fine luewaler chose ta pay, rather than
leave the only great cbject of life that now re-
mained before him uneecomplished.  This pe-
nelty in no degree impaired the validity of the
contract, though Mrs. Dultan, as & woman, felt
averse to porting with her beloved withom a
rigid observance of all the customary forms.
The point had finally besn disposed of, by
recourse to arguments addressed Lo the reason
of this respectable woman, end by urging the
necessity of the case.  Jler consent, hawever,

ws gt given witlour a proviso, that a licence
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should be subsequently procured, and a second
' merrigge be bad at a more fiting moment
should the ecclesinstical authorities consent 1o
the some; & mast improbable thing in iself

Mr. Rotherham aveiled himsell of the statats
infticting the penalty, as an excuse for not off-
ciating. Mis real motive, however, was 1w
1 i, ud the chaplain of tie [

& divine of character and piety, was substituted

i his plece.  Bluewarer had requested chat as
many of the tapiains of the fleet should be pre-
sent g could be collected, and it was the
assembling of Lhese warriors of the deep, toge-
ther with the arrival of the clergyman, that Gt
gave oolice of the pproach of the appoioed
hour.

It is wol out intettion 1o dwell on the de-
tails of & ceremony that had so much that was
painful in its solemnities. Neltber Wycherlr
nor Mildred made sny change in their atire;
and the lovely bride wept from the time the
service began to the mament when she left
the nrms of her uncle, to he received in thise
of her husband, aod wes supported from the
room.  All seemed sad, indeed, but Bluewster ;
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e him the seene was exciting, but it brought
gzreat relief 1o his mind.

“ I am now ready to die, gentleraen,” he
mail, as the door closed on the new-marsied
couple.  # My last worldly care is disposed of,
and it were beuer for me to tuen all my thoughts
to another state of being. My niece, Lady
Wychecambe, will inherit the linle 1 have to
lenve; nor do I know that it is of much im-
portance to substaniiate ber birth, as her unels
<leerly bestowed what would have been her
mother’s property, on her sunt, the dochess.
If my ilying declaration can be of any use, haw-
ever, you hear it, and cen testify ta it.  Now,
come and take leave of me, ene by one, that I
may hless you all, and thank you for moch on-
deserved, and, I Fear, unregoited, [ove.”

The scene that followed was solemn and sad.
One by one, the captains drew near the bed,
and ta each the dying man had something kind
and effectionale ta say. Even the most cold-
hearted looked grave; and (FNeil, 2 man re-
markable for a gaité de conr that rendered the
extitement of bade some of whe pleasantest
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moments of his lile, literally shed tears on the
hangd he kissel

“Al! myold friend,” said the rear-admiral,
as Parker, of the Carnatic, drew near in his
customyary meek and suldued manmer, © you
perceive it is not years olone thet bring us
to our graves ! They tell me you have be-
haved as usosl in these lale affaivs; P trost
that, after a long life of patient and ardvous
striiees, you are aboul Lo receive a proper te-
ward.*

“ 1 will ecknowledge, Admiral Bluewater,”
retarned Parker, earnestly, * that it woubd be
peculinrly grateful 1o receive some mark of the
jon of my g principally oo

aecourt of my dear wife and children. We
wre nal, like yoursetl, descended from a noble
family, but must carve our rights to Jdistinetion;
and they whe have never known honours of this
nature prize them highly.”

“* Ay, wy good Parker," interrupted the rear
edmiral, “ and they who have ever known them
get 1o know their empliness; most especinlly
a5 Lthey approach that verge of existence, mheoce
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the eye looks in o near and fearful glance over
the vast and unknown range of eternity.”

* No dould, sie; nor am I so vain as 1o sup-
pese that hairs which have got to be grey as
ming can last for ever.  But what 1 was about
to sey s, that precious as honours are to the
bumble, 1 would cheerfully yield every hope
of the sort 1 have, Lo set you on the puop of
the Ceesar again, with Mr. Cotnet al your
elbow, leading the fleet, or following the mo-
tions of the vice-admiral.”

“ Thank you, my good Parker; thot can
never be; nor can I say, naw, that 1 wish it
might. When we have cast off from the world,
there is less plessure in losking back, than in
looking shead. God bless you, Parker, and
keep you, ns you ever have been, sn honest
marn.”

Stowel was the lust to approsch the bed, nor
did be da it until all hed left the room but Sir
Gervaise and himself, The indomitable good
ngture, and the professional monchelance of
Bluewater, by leaving every subordinate undis-
turbed {n the enjoyment of his awi personal
caprices, led rendered 1he rear-edmiral o



256 THE TWO ADMITALE,

greater favaurile, in one sense al least, than the
commander-in=chict  Stowel, by his pear con-
nexion with Bluewater, had profited more by
these peculinsities than any other officer under
himy, and the efect on his feelings hod been jo
a very just proportion to the benefits, e
could not relrain, it is troe, from remembering
the day when he himsell bad been o lientenaat
in the ship in which the rear-admiral had been
a midshipran, but be ne lenger recollected the
circumstance with the bitterness that it some
times drew afler it On the contrary, il was
now brought to his mind merely as the most
distant of the many land-marks in their long
and joint seevices.

“Well, Stowel,” cliserved Bluewater, smiling
sadly, * even the olid Cersar must be left behind,
in taking leave of life. ¥t {s seldom a flagecap-
tain has not some heart-burnings o0 sccount of
Liis superior, and most sincerely do 1 beg yon
1o forget and forgive any I may have occasioned
yoursell”

* Heaven help me, sirl—1 was far, just
then, from thinking of any such thing! [ was
fancying how litcle 1 should hase thought it
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prebable, when we were together in the Ca-
Iypso, that T should ever be thus standing at
your bedside. Really, Admiral Blucwater, 1
would rejoice te share with you the remnone af
life that is left me.”

# I do believe you weuld, Stowel; but that
can never be. 1 have just performed my last
act in this world, in giving my niece te Sir
Wiycherly Wychecombe."

“ Yes, sir—yes, sir—murriage is no doabt
honourable, as I ofien tell Mrs. Swowel, and
therefore net w be despised ; and yet it £r sin-
gular, that a gentleman whe has lived & bache-
lor himsell; should Bocy to see a Morriage cere~
mony performed, and that, too, at the cost of o
hundred pounds, if any persen choose to com-
plain, just at the close of his own cruise | 1ow-
ever, men are no more alike in sach matters
than wamen in their domestic qualities ; and 1
sinterely hope this young Sir Wycherly may
find as much comfort, inthe old houss T under-
stand he has a litde inland hete, a5 you and I
heve had together, sir, in the old Cosar. I
there'll be no quals in Wyl L

FI

Fall”
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“ 1 trust not, Stowel.  Bur you must new
receive my last orders as 10 the Casar —"

" The commander-in-chiel has his own flag
fAlying sboard of us, sir 1" interrupted the me-
thedical captain, in a sont of ndmonitery way.

% Never mind that, Stowel ; — Il answer for
his acquiescence. My body must be received
on bourd, and cerried round in the ship 1o Ply
mouwh.  Place {t on the main-deck, where the
people can see the caffin; [ would pass my last
Tigurs above ground in their midse”

o Tt shall be done, siv— yes, sir, to the letter
—8&ir Gervaise not countermanding.  And 171
write this evening to Mrs, Swowel, 1o say she
mneedn’t come dowu, as wsual, 15 sopp as she
hears the ship is in, but that she must wait ot
your flag is fairly struek.”

« I should be sorry, Stowel, to cause o mo-
ment's delay in the meeting of husband aad
wife !"

% Don't name i, Admiral Bluewater; M.
Stowel will understand that it's duty ; and when
we married, [ fully explained to her that duty,
with a sailor, came before matrimpny.”

A litthe pause sueceeded, and then Blyswater
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took a fGnal end affectionate leave of his captain.

Home Lwenty minutes elapsed in a prefound

silence, during which Sir Gervaise did not stir,
fancyiog that bis friend again dosed. Dut Tt
was ordered that Dluewater was never to slesp
agein, uptil he took the final rest of the dead.
Rt was the mind, which had always blazed above
the duller lethargy ol his body, that buoyed him
thus up, givieg en unnatural impulse to his
physical powers; an impulse, however, that was
bt momentary, and which, by means of the re-
action, contriboted, in the end, to hiz more
speedy dissolution.  Pereciving, at length, that
his friend did not sleep, Sic Gervaize drew near
his bed.

# Richard,” be said, gemly, * there is one
withous, who pines t be admitted. | have re-
fused #ven his tears, under the impression that
vou felt Jisposed to sleep.”

“ Newer less so, My mind appears to become
brighter and clearer, instead of fuding: [ think
T shall never sleefn, in the sense you mean.
Wheever the person is, lel him be admitted.”

Receiving thispermission, Sir Crervaise opened
the doory and Geoffrey Cleveland entered. At
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the same mement, Galleygo, who came and
went ot pleasure, thrust in bis own ungainly
form. The boy's face batrayed the nature and
the extent of bis griel.  In his mind, Admirl
Bluewater was associated with afl the events of
his own professional Nfe; and, though the
period had in truth been so shoet, in bis brief
existence, the viste throngh which he looked
back secemed quite as long as that which matked
the friendship of the wwo sdmirals themselres
Alheugh he strugaled manfully for self-control,
feeling got the better of the lud, and he threw
himselfon his koees, at the sideof the Ded,sob-
ing s if his heart would bresk. Bluewatet's
e glisteyed, and he lnid a hand affectionately
on the head of his young relative.

" Gervaise, you will take charge of this bey,
when I'm gone,” he said; ““and receive hie in
your gwn ship. [ leave him o you, as a very
near and dear professions] legacy, Cheer up—
cheer up—my brave boy ; [ook upon all s as
a sailor's fectune.  Qur lives are the b

The word " king's,” which shoulil have sic-
ceetled, seemed to choke the spesker.  Casting
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= glunce of meaning at his friend, with a painful
sknile on bis face, he cominuerd silent.

“ Ab ] dear sir,” answered the midshipman,
ingenuguyly; “I knew that we might all be
Ieilted, but it never cecurred W me that on md-
wniral could lose his Jife in baule. I'm sure —
I™m sure you ere the very first that bas met
with this sccident!™

¢ Nol by many, my poor Geoffrey. As there
are but few admirals, few fall; but we are as
much exposed as others.™

“ I T had only ran that Monsieur des Prez
throogh the body, when we closed with him,”
returned the boy, grating his teeth, and looking
all the vengeance for which, at the passing in-
stant, he felt the desire, * it would have heen
someifiing ! 1 might have done it tos, for he
wid quite unguarded | ™

* Tt woull have been = very bod ihing, bay,
to have injured & brave man, uselessly.”

“ Of whal use was il to shoot you, sir 7 We
took their ship, just the same us iF you had not
been hurt.”

“ T rather think, Geoffrey, their ship wus

virtually taken before T wes wounded,” re-
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turned Bluewater, smiting. ** But 1 was shot
Ly a French marine, who did no move than ks
duty.”

“ Yes, sir,” laimed the Loy, Imp s
“and Ae eseaped without e scraich,  ffr, &
least, aught to have been massacred.”

* Thou art blowdy-minded, child; I scame
know thee. Magsacred is not a word for ejther

& British noblemen or » Uritish swiler. [
saved the life af' thet marine; and, when you
come to lie, like me, on your deuti;-hed, Gieof
frey, you will learn how sweet a consolation ean
be derived lrom the consciousness of such ab
act; we all need merey, and none ought to es-
pest it for themuelves, who do nat yield it
others.”

The boy was rebuked, aud his feelings ook
a betier, though searcely @ mare natural, direc-
tic.  Bluewater now spoke to him of his newly
discavered cousing and had s melancholy satis-
faction in ercoting an interest in behalf of Mil-
dred in the bresst of the neble-hesrted and ine
geruous bay,  The latter listened with tespect-
fu] attention, as had been his wout, umiil
deceived by the trenguil and benevolent munmer
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of Bluewater, ke permilted himseif to fll ino
the natural delusion of beliesing the wound of
the rear-admiral fess serious than he had sup-
poded, and to begin to entertain hopes that the
wounded man might yet survive. Colmed by
these feelings, he soon censed to weep, and,
promising discretion, wes permitied by Sir Ger-
vaise 16 remain in the ropm, where he busied
kimself in the offices of 1 nurse.

Another long pause succeeded this exeiting
little seene, during which Bluewater lay quictly
communing with lhimsell and his God. Sir
Gervaise wrote orders, and read reports, though
his eye wos never off the countenance of lis
feiend more thon & minute oF two sl & time, At
length the rear-admiral roused himsell again,
and Legan to take an interest onee more in the
persens and things around bim.

“ Galleygo, my ol lellow—cruiser,” he said,
# [ leave Sir Gervaise more particularly in
your care. As we advance in life, our friends
decresse in numbers; 1t is only these that have
been weli tried that we can cely on.”

 Yus, Admiral Blue, I knows that, and se
does Sir Jarvy. Yes, old shipmates before
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young "uns, any day, and eld ssilors, too, before
green hands.  Sir Jarvy's Bowlderas ere good
plate-holders, and the likes of that ; but when it
comes to heavy weather, and 3 hard strain, I
think ut Tittle on *em all put together,”

s By the way, Onkes,” sald Bleewater, with
a sadden interest in such u subject, that he
never expected to feel again, % I have heard
nothing of the first duy's wark, in which, through
the titdle [ have gleansd by listening to those
around me, Jundersiand you ook a two-decker,
besides dismasting the French admiral 2"

< Panlon me, Dick; you had better try and
cotch = little sleep; the subject of those two
days' work js really painful to me.”

“ Well, then, Sir Jorvy, if you hes an avar-
sian to telling the story to Adminl Hloe, 1 can
de i, your henour,” put in Galleygo, =ho
gloried in giving a graphic deseription of a sea-
fight. ** [ thinks, now, & histery of that duy
will comfort a fag-hollicer 63 has been 3o badly
wonnded himself”

Blucwater offering no opposition, Gelleyge
proceeded with his recount of the evolutions of
the ships, a3 we have already deseribed them,



THE TWO ADMIRALS. 265

succeeding surprisingly well in tendering the
wnarrative inleresting, amd making himself per-
Fectly intelligible and clear, by his thorough
knowledge, ond ready use, of the necessary nau-
tical terms.  When he came to the moment in
which the English line separated, part passing
to windward, and part to leeward of the two
French ships, he related 1he incident iu so elear
and spirited & meuner, that the commander-in-
chief himsell dropped bis pen, and saie listen-
ing with plessure.

“ Whe could imagine, Diek,” Sir Gervaise
observed, “ that those [ellows in the tops watch
us 5¢ closely, ond could give 50 accurate an ac-
count of what passes 2"

" Ah! Gervoise, and what is the vigilanee of
Galleygo to that of the Allsecing eye? Itisn
terrible theught, at an hour like this, te remem-
berthat nothing can b forgatten. I have some-
where read that nat an cath is utered that does
not eontinue Lo viliate threagh oll time, in the
wide-spreading currents ofsound — not a prayer
lisped, that its vecord is not nlso 1o be found
stamped on the laws of nature, by the indelible
seal of the Almighty's will.”

oL 1K E
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Thete was lizle m comenm betwory the
religicos mpresime of the two fimds  They
=t pevvenrily meply that ey were smmvery m
m mmmsaal degree, ncither does it rigidly Gmply
that they were simts. Each had rcrived the
been tarned adrift, 2  might be, o the ocean
of [, to saifer the sed 10 mke root, and the
freit to rpeo % best ey wight.  Few of those
* who go do=n 10 the great deep in ships,” and
who escape th:mbmuhsmgcﬁnnsorhis
se rade, are altogether without religl P
swae,  Living so moch, &3 it were, in the im-
medisle preence ofthe power of God, the silor
is mouch disposed to bis i]
efmlh'lebeu'ansgrﬁﬁhlshws b\ltmnuﬂy
all those instancrs in which nalore bas im-
plagted a temperament inclining to deep foal-
ings, 35 wis the case with Bluewater, oot even
the harsh cxamples, nor the loose or imespon-
sible lives of men thus scparsied from the cos-

towary ties of seciety, can wholly extingulsb the
reverence for God which is crented by constantly
dwelling in the presence of bis earthly mag-
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nificence. This sentiment in Biuewaler hed not
been altogether without fruits, for he both read
and refected much. Sometimes, though st
isolated and distant intervals, he even prayed ;
and that fervently, and with a strong and full
sense of his owu denerits.  As a consequence
of this gineral dispesition, and of the passing
ewnvictions, his mind was betier attuned for the
erisis before e, than would have been the case
with most of his brethren in arms, who, when
overtaken #ith the fulz 30 common Lo the pro-
fession, are usuelly lefi to sustain their last mo-
ments with the lingering enthusiasm of strife and
wiclory. .

On the other hand, Sir Gervaise was as sin-
ple 23 a child in matters of this sort.  Fe had
& reverence for lis Creator, and sueh general
notions of bis goodness and love, 03 the well-
disposed arc apt to feel; but all the dogmas eon-
cerning the lost condition of the Taman roce,
the mediation, and the power of fuith, floated jn

his mind as opinions not to be contr i, and

yet rg scarcely to be felt. In shorl, the com-
mander-in-chiel admitted the practical heresy,
w2
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whicl overshadaws the faith of mitlions, while
he deemed himsell to be & stout advocale of
church end king.  Biill, Sir Gervalse Qakes, on
oreations, was more than wsually disposed o
serigusness, abd was eveninclined to be devout;
but it was withont maeh tegerd 1o theories or re-
IaLi At such while lis o)
would not properly admit him within the pale

al any Clristisn church, in porticular, his
feelings might have identified him with all
in nword, we apprebend he was a tolerably
fair exaanple of what vague pencralities, when
acting en a temperameant not indispesad ro marak
imptessions, render the great majorily of men;
who Rit around the mysteries of a fulure state,
without alighting cither on the eonsolations of
faith, or <liscovering any of those logical con-
clusians whicl, lalf the Une onconseioosty 10
thumselvas, they seem ke expeet, When Blue-
water made his last remark, therelore, the vice-
oilmiral locked onxiously st his friend, and re-
ligion for the fitst tinie since the other reerived
his hurt mingled with his rellections,  He had
devoutly, thoupgl, mentally, retumed thanks Lo
Gaod for his vietory, but 3t bad never vecurred
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10 him that Blugwaler might peed somie pre-
putation for denth.

“Would you like to see the Plantagenet's
¢haplaio, again, Dick?" he soid, tenderly;
‘“you are no Papist ; of thar T am certain.”

“In that you ave guite right, Gerease. [
consider all churches — the one holy Crtholic
chuzeh, if you will, 05 but & means furnished
by divine benevolence to il weak men in their
piligrimage ; but 1 also believe thal thers is even
a shorter way to bis forgiveness Mima through
these common avenues, How {or 1 am righy,”
he adided, smiling, “none will probably know
better thon myself, a few hours hence.”

* Friends must meet again hereaficr, Blue-
waler ; it Is irrationol te suppose that they whe
have loved ench ather so well in this state of
being, are 1o be for ever sepatated in the
other.”

“3We will hope so, Oakes,” taking the vice-
admiral’s hand ; * we #ill hope so.  Still, there
will e no ships for us — ne cruises —no vic-
tories — ho trinmphs! It i only ot mements
like this, ar wlich 1 hove nrrived, that we come
to view these things in thelr proper light. Ot



270 THE TWO ADBMIRALS.

#ll the past, your constant unwavering friend-
ship, gives me the most pleasure [

The vice-admiral conld resist no longer. He
turned aside and wept.  This tribate to naturs,
in one so manly, wae imposing even to the dying
man, and Galleyge regarded it with awe
Familisr as the latter had Lecome with his
master, by use and indulgence, neo living being,
in his estimation, was as authoritative or ps
farmidable a5 the der-in-chiel; and the

effect of the present spectacdle, wat 1o induce

him 1o hide his own face in sellsbasement
Pluewater saw it all, but he neither spoke, noe
guve any taken of his abservation, He mercly
prayed, and that right fecvently, not ealy for
his friend, but for b hwmble and woeouth
Fellewer.

A reaction took place in the sysiem of the
wounded mar, obout nine o'elock that night.
At this time he believed himsell near his end,
and he sent for Wycherly and his niece, to take
his leave of them, Mrs. Dutton was also pre-
senty a3 wat Mograth, who remained on shor,
in attendance. Mildred lay for half an hour,
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bathing her uncle's pillow with Ler tears, until
she was removed at the surgeon’s suggestion.

“Ye'll- see, Sir Gervaise,” he whispered —
{or * Bir Jairvis,” as he always pronounced the
name,}—" ye it see, Sir Jairvis, that ib's & duty
of the faeulty 1o profong life, even when there's
no hiope of saiaz it; and if ye'll be reguirding
the judgment of a professional man, Lady
Wychecombe had lLewer withdraw, It would
really be a matter of honest exuliation for us
Plattagenets 10 get the rear-admirnl through
the night, seeing that the surgeon of the Csar
said he could no survive the setting sun.”

At the of final separation, 13

bad little 1o say tao his piece.  He kissed and

blessed Tier sgpain and again, and then signed
that she shoul? be teken away.  Mrs. Duttan,
alse, eare in for a foll share of his natice, he
having desired her te remnin after Wycherly
and Mildred Lad quitted the room.

“To your care andl affection, cxcellent
womon,” he gaid, in a voice that bad now sunk
nearly to o whisper — we owe it that Mildred
is not unfit for her station. Eler recovery
would leve been even more painful than ber
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lass, had she been restored (o her proper Gunly,
uneducated, vulgar, and coarse,”

“That ¢onld hardly have happened 10 4-
dred, sir, in any circumstances,” ahswernd the
weeping wowan, ¢ Xature has done too medh
for the dear child, to render her any thing bat
delicate and lovely, under any tolerable circon-
stances of depression.™

8he is better as she i3, and God be thanked
that he raised up such o protector for be
childhood. ¥ou have Lieen all in all w herin
her infaney, and she will strive to Tepay it w
¥your age.”

Of rhis 3Mrs. Dutton felt too confident to peed
ssumances; and receiving the dying muw't
blessing, she knelt at bis bedside, prayed fo-
wenlly for & few minutes, and withdrew, ARe
this, nothing out of the ordinazy trark gocurrd
until pest midnight, and Magrath, more tha
once, whispered his jayful snticipations that the
reat-admiral would survive until moming. Ay
bowr before day, hewever, the wounded man
revived, In & way that the surgeon distrusted.
Me knew that 1o physical change of this sorl
could well happen that did not arise from tbe
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momentary ascendancy of mind over mauter,
s the first is on the point of finolly abandoning
its earthly tedement ; a circumytance of no un-
usual occutrenee in patients of steong and active
intellectual properties, whose [aculties often
berighten for an instant, in their last moments,
o5 the lamp fashes and glares us it is about 1o
bLecome extinet. Going to the bed, he ex-
omined his patient eitentively, and was satisfel
thet the final moment wes neac.

# You're 1 man atd a zoldier, Sir Jairvis,”
be said, in & law voice, @ and it'll no be doing
good toattempt misleading your judgment in a
ease of this sort. Our respectable friend, the
rear-admiral, is arifeuls mortis, as one mixht
almast say; he rannol possibly survive half an
hour.”

Sir Gervalse started. e looked nround
him o litde wistfully; for, at that momeut,
he would have given much to be alone with his
dying friend.  But he hesitated ta make o re-
quest which, it struck him, mizht seem im-
proper.  From ihis emboreassment, liowever,
he was relieved by Bluewnter himself, who had
the some desize, without the same scruples

K5
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about confessing it.  Ffe drew the surgeon to
bis side, end whispered a wish to be Jaft alone
with the commender-in-chief,

% Well, there will be no trespass on the rules
of practice in indulging the poor mon in bis
desire,” muttered Magrath, as he iooked sbout
him to gather the last of his professiopal in-
struments, like the workman whe Is sbout
quit one ploce of toil to repair to snother;
“and Il just be indulging him.”

So saying, he pushed Galleygo and Geoflfrey
from the room before him, left it Limself, and
closed the daar,

Finding himself slone, Sir Gervaise koelt at
the side of the bed and prayed, helding the
hend of his friend in beth his own, The exs
ample of Mrs. Dutton, and the yenrnings of his
awn heart, exarted (his sacrifice; when It was
over Lie felt & great relief from sensations that
bad nearly choked him.

“ Do you fongive me, Gerveise 7" whispered
Bluewater.

# Name it not — pame it not, my Lest friend.
We all huve our moments of weakness, and anor
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need of pardon.  Mbny God forget sll my sins,
as freely os I forget your errors |

“ God bless you, Oakes, and keep you the

some simple-minded, true-bepried man, you
bave ever been,”

Sir Gervaise buried Lis face in the Led-
clothes, and groaned.

4% Kiss mie, Ookes,” murmured the rear-
ndmiral.

In order o do this, the commander-in-chict
roge from his knees and Lent over the body of
his friend. A3 he roised himself from the
cheek he lad ealuted, & benignant smike glesred
on the face of the dying man, aud he ceased to
breathe.  Near el o minute followed, however,
before the last and most significant Ureath that
is ever drawn from mom, wos given. The re-
mainder of thet pigbt Sir Gervaise Oakes
prssed in the chamber alone, pacing the floor,
yecalling the many scencs of pleasure, danger,
pain, and triomph through which he and the
dead had passed in company.  With the return
of Tight, he sarameoned the atemidants, and re-
tired to his Lent.
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CHAPTER X

And they cane for tbe berdat king thae Lay

At rest i thet aocicnt fane ;
For he must be armed ao the batle day,

With them Lo defiver Spaint
= Then the march went soundiog on,
And the Meors, by noontide aun,

Were dunt on Toloaa's plain,

Mrs. Flesains.

17 remains only to give o rapid sketch of the
fortunes of aur principel characiers, and of the
few incidents that are more immediately con-
necied with what has goue before.  “The death
of Bluewier was announced 1a the Beet at sun-
rise, by huuling down hiz flug from the mizen
of the Cesor. “The vice-admial's flag came
down with it, and re-appesred ar the nes
minute nt the fore of the Plosagensr.  But the
livde white emblem of rauk never went aloft
again in hanour of the deceased. Al noon, it
wng spread aver his coffin, on the main-deck of
the ship, agresally 1o Iis own request: aad
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more than once that day did seme rough old
tar use it Lo wips the tear from his eyes

In the afternoon of the day alter the death of
one of our heroes, the wind came round to the
westward, and all the vessels lified their anchors,
and proceeded to Plymouth. The crippled
ships, by this time, were in a state to corry
wore ot less sail, and a stranger whe had seen
the melanchaly-laoking line, as it rounded the
Start, would have fancied it o beaten fleet on
its return 10 port.  The only signs of exuli-
afion that appesred were the jacks that were
fiing over the white fags of the prizes; and
even when sll had anchored, the same air of
sadness reigned ameong Lhese vielorious mariners.
The body was landed, with the wsual forms;
but the procession of warriers of the deep that
followed it was distinguished by a gravity that
far exceeded the ordinary aspects of mere form.
Many of the captains, and Grecnly in par-
ticular, had viewed the manauvring of Blue-
water with surprise, and the Letter nat altagether
without (ispl ; bul his l con=
duct bad completely erased these impressions,
leaving nio other recollection connected with his
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conduet that morning then Lhe brilliant coursge,
and adireble havdling of his vessels, by which
the fortunes of a nearly desperate day bad besn
retrieved.  Those who did reflect any longer
on the subject, attributed the singulority of the
course pursued by the rear-mimirol o some
private orders communicated in the telegrephic
sigual, as olrendy mentioned.

It is unnecessary for us to dwell on the par-
ticular moverents of the Heel, nfter it reached
Plymouth. The ships were repoired, the prizes
received into the service, and, in dug time, all
took the sen again, ready atd anxious Lo e
counter their country's enemies.  They ron the
careers usual 1o English beavy cruisers in that
age; and as ships form our pringipal characlers
in this wotk, perhaps Il may not be nmis o
ke a genecal glance at their several Rrtunes,
together with those of their respeclive com-
manders.  Sir Gervaise [eirly wore out the
TPlantagenet, which vessel was broken np three
years later, though not wnil sbe had car-
ried o blue flag b her ensin, more than two
years, Greenly lived 1o be & rear-adwniral of
the red, and died of yellow fever in the lsland
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of DBarbadecs. The Cesar, with Stowel still

in  command of her, foundered ot ses in o
winter's cruise in the Balie, every soul perish-
ing, This calamity cceurred the winter soe~

cecding the summer of our legend, and the
only

ing ci 1 with the
disaster was the fact that her commander got
rid of Mrs. Swwel aliogether, from that day
forward, The Tlunderer had her share in
many & subsequent baitle, and Foley, ber eap-
tain, died renr-sdmiral of Englend, and o vice-
admiral of the red thirty yesrs Tater. The
Carnatic was commanded by Farker, until the
latter got a yighi to hoist ¢ hlue flag at the
wizen ; which wos dome for just ene day, to
comply with form, and then both ship and ad-
wirsl were laid aside, es too ol for Turther use.
Tt should be added, however, that Parker waa
knighted by the king on bosrd his own ship: a
circumstance that cast & halo of sunshine over
the elose of the lif: of one who had commenced
bis career so humbly, ts to render this heppy
close more than equal to his expectations. In
direet oppositian to this, it may be said here,
that Sir Gervaise refused, for the third time, to
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be made Viscounl Bowllero, with & feeling just
the reverse of that of Parker's; for, secure
of bis social pesition, and careless of politics
he viewed the eleration with an indifference
that was a nawral consequence encugh of bis
awn birth, fortune, and high cheracter. Cn
this occasion — It was after another victory, —
Greorge 11 personally elluded to the subject,
remarking that the tuccess we have recorded
bad never met with its reward; when the old
seamen let out the frue secret of his perting-
cicusly declining an boneur, sbaut whick he
might otherwise have been supposed to be as
indifferent to the acceptance ns to the refusal.
¥ 8ir," Le answered to the ronark af the king,
“1 am duly sensible of your majesty™s favour;
but J can neser consent Lo redeive o paient of
rability that, in my cyes, will always seem to
be realed with the bleod of my closest and best
friend,”  This reply was remembered, aad the
subject was never adveried to again.

The fate of the Blenheim was one of those
impressive blanks that dot the pages of nantical
history.  She sailed for the Mediterranean
alome, and after she had discharged her pilot,
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~vps never heard of again.  This did nat secur,
hawever, unti] Coptain Sterling had been killed
on her deeks, in one of Sir Gerraise's subse-
gyuent actions, The Achiltes was suffered to
drift in, too near to some hesvy French battes
Ties, before the treaty of Aix-ln-Chapelle was
signed; and, afier every wick hud been ngain
cut out of her, she was compelled to lower her
flag.  His earldom and his coutage saved Lord
Morganic from censure; but, being permitted
to go up lo Paris, previousty to his exchange,
he contracted s matrimonial engagement with a
etlebrated dansense, o eralt thet gave him so
much future employment, that he virtually
sbandoned hiz profession. Mevertheless, his
pame was on the list of vice-admirals of the
blue, when he departed this life. The War-
apite and Captain Goodfellow botl: died natars)
deaths; vne ss o receiving-ship, wnd the other
&5 8 rear-admirel of the white. The Dover,
Captain Drinkwater, was lost in sttempting o
weather Scilly in a gale, when het cormander,
and quite half her erew were drawned, The
York did many a hard day's duty, before her
time arfved ; but, in the end, she was so much
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injured in & general action as to be alandoned
and et Fre to, ot sea  Her commander was
lost overbioard, in the very first cruise she took,
efler that related io this work., The Elizabeik
rotted a3 a geard-ship, in the Medway; and
Caplain Blakely retied from the service with
one arm, 8 ycllow admiral, The Dublio luid
her Lones in the gove of Cork, having been
eondomned afler o severe winter pessed on
the nerth coast.  Captain O'Keil was Lilled
in a due! with s French officer, efter the pexee ;
the latter having stated 1het his ship had
ran gway from twe frigales commanded by the
Chovalier, The Chiloe was Luken by an enemy’s
fBeet, in the next war; but Captain Denham
worked his woay up to & white fag at the maio,
and o peerage.  The Diruid was wrecked that
very summer, chasing insbore, near Bordesox;
and Dlewset, in a professions] point of view,
never regained the ground he lost on this occas
sion. As for the sleops and cutters, they went
the way of sil small cruisers, while their name-
less commanders shared the wsual fales of
meriners,

Wycherly remsined at Wychecombe wotil
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the inerment of his uncle took place; at which,
aided by Sir Reginalds influence and know-
ledge, ond, in spite of Tem's intrigues, be np-
peared os chief moumer. The affsir of the
succession was olso so menaged a5 to give him
very litfle trouble. Tom, distovering that his
own legitimscy was known, end seeing the
hopelessness of ¢ contest agains sueh an anta-
gonist as Sir Reginald, who knew quite as much
of the facts n3 he did of the Iaw of the case, was
fain to retire from the field. From that me-
ment, no one heard any thing mere of the lega-
<ies. In the end he recived the 20,0000, in
the five per cents. and the few chatiels Sir
Wycherly hed a right te give away; Lut his
enjoyment of then was short, as he contracted
a severe cold that very antumn, and died of a
malignant fever, In a %w weeks. Leaving no
will, bis property escheated ; Lut it was all re-
stored 1o his two uterine brothers, by the libes
rality of the ministry, and out of respect to the
lang services of the baron, which iwa brothers,
it wifl be remembered, olone bad any of the
Bleod of Wycheeombe in their veing to boast ol
This was disposing of the sovings of both the
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baronet and the judge witl a sery suiable re-
gurd to moral justics.

Wycherly also appeared, though it was
company with Sir Gervoize Oakes, as one of
the prinzipal mourners at the faneral obscouiss
of Adwira] Bluewater. These were of a pubilic
chameter, and took place in Westminster Al-
Ley. The caeringes of that portion of the royat
personnges who were not restrained by the laws
of court-etiquetie appeared in the procession;
and several members of that very lamily that
the decensed regurded as intruders, were pre-
sent incog. at his last rites. This, howerer,
was but one of the many illusions thot the great
masquerade of life is constanty offering to the
public gaze.

There was lite difficulty in sstablishing the
cloims of Mildred o be considered the daughter
of Celonel Bloewnter end Agmes MHedworth.
Lord Bluewster was 300n satisfied ; and, as be
was quite ihdifferent (o the possession of his
kinsman's money, an acquisition he neither
wished nor expected, the most perfect good-will
cxisted between Lhe parties. There was more
difficuliy with the Duchess of Glamorgar, who
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bad aequired toe many of the notions of very
high rank, to lock with complacency on 4 niece
that had been edueated as the daughler of & sail-
ing-mester in the navy. She raised many ob-
jections, while she admitted that she had been
the confidant af her sister’s sttachment to Jobn
Bluewoter. Her second son, Geoffrey, did
more Lo remove her scruples than all the rest
united ; eod when Siv Gervnize Onkes, in per-
son, condescended to make a journey lo the
Park, to persuade bier 1o examine Lthe proofs,
she could not well decline.  As soon 2s one of
her really candi] mind entered into the inquicy,
the evidence wns found to be Irresistible, amd
she at once yielded Lo the feelings of nature.
Wicherly had been indefatigable in estoblish-
ing his wile's claims — more 50, indeed, than in
establishing his own ; and, at the supgestion of
the vice-admiral — or, pdwniral of the white, as
hie had betome by a recent general promotion
—= he consented ta accompeny the latler in this
¥isit, wailing nt the pearest town, however, for
o summons to the Pack, as soon as it could ke
axcertained that bis

P would be agree.
slle o its mistress.
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# If tmy niece prove but half a5 ncceptable in
appeatance x3 my mepAem, Sir Gervaise,” ob-
served the duchess, when the young Virginian
was introduced to her, and laying steess on the
word we have italicised — ¢ nathing can be
wanting ta the agrecables of this new connees
tion. Iam impatient, now, to ke my niece;
Sir Wyeherly Wychecordbe has prepared me
ta expect v young woman of mare than common
merit."

My Life on it, duchess, be hns not Taised
your expectations too highy The pror girl i
still dwelling in her votage, the companion of
her reputed mother; bul it is time, Wiyche-
cotnbe, that you had claimed your bride.”

] expect to Snd her end Mrs, Tlutlon
the Hall, en my return, Sic Gervaise; it hasing
been thus arranged between us.  The sad cere-
monies through which we have lately been,
were unsuited to the introduction of the new
mistress o Ler abode, and the last had been
deferred 1o & moce Sing cccasion.”

“ Let the first visit that Lady Wychecombe
TRys; be to this place,” said the duchess. *1
do nat commend it, Sir Wycherly, as one wha
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has some slight claims to her duty; but T salieis
#t, az one whe wishes lo possess every hald
wpon her love,  Her mother was an omly sister ;
amil on only sister's ehild must be very near to
one.” )

It would have Been impossible for the Duches
ol Glameorgan to have said as muoch as this
before she saw the young ¥irginian; Lut now
he had turned out n person so very different
from what she expected, zhe had lively hopes
i behalf of her niece.

Wrycherly returned to Wychecombe, alfter
this short visit to Mildred's aunt, and found his
lovely bride in quiet possession, ccompanied
Ly ber mother, Dutton still remained at the
station, for he had the sagacity to see that he
might not be weleome, and modesty enough to
act with a coutious reserve, DBut Wryehetly

Tesy i his llent wife toa profoundly not
ta have & dus regord te her feclings, in all
thingss and the mester was invited to jain the
party.  Oruislity and meanness wnited, like
those which belonged to the charneter of Thuts
tom, are nat easily abashed; and he accepted
the invilntion, In the hape thaty after sll, he was
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to reap a3 many advantages by the marriage of
Blifdred with the aluent baranet, ax if she had
actually been his deughter,

Afier passing a few weeks in sober happiness
at home, Wycherly felt it due to sll parties, 1o
carry his wife tn the Park, in order that she
might meke the sequaintance of the near rela-
tives wha dwelt there.  Mrs. Dutton, by invita-
tion, was of the party; but Dutwon was feft
behind, s having no necessary connection with
the scenes and Lhe Feelings 1hat were likely to
oeear. It would be painting the duchess oo
much en bean, were we te say that she met
Mildeed without certain misgivings and fears
But the frst glunpse of her losely niees com-
pletely put natursl feelings in the eseendaney.
The resemblance to hee sister was so strong as
to touse A pierting ¢ry te cscape her, and,
bursting intw tears, she folded the trembling
young woman (o her heact, with a fervour and
sincerity that set o nought all conventional
manners.  This was the commencement of a
close jntimacy ; which Jasted Lut a shert time,
howerar, the duchess dying two years later.

Wiycherly contivued in the service until the
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peace of Aix-la-Chepelle, when he fnally
quittsd the ses.  His strong native nttachments
led him bock to Virginia, where all his own
nearest relatives helonged, and where his whole
heert might be scid te be, when he saw Mildred
and his children st Iiis side.  With him, early
assaciations and habits had more strength than
traditions end memorfals of the past. e
erected a spacious dwelling on the estate in-
berited from his futher, where he passed mast
of his time, consigning Wychecombe to the
care of a careful steward.  With the additions
and improvements thar he was now enabled ta
make, bis Virginian estoie produced even a
lzrger income than his English, and his ins
terests really peinted 1o the choice he lnd
made. But ne pecuniacy cousiderations lay
at the bottom of his sclection.  He relly pre-
ferred the graceful emi courteous ense of the
intercourse which characterised the maaners of
James's viver. In that age, they were equally
remaved from the corrse ond boisterous jollity
af the Enghish conntry squire, rad the hesrtless
conventionslities of high Hfe. In addition to
this, bis sensitive feelings rightly enough de-

¥OL. . o
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tected that le was regarded in the mother-
country 45 o sort of intruder.  He wes spoken
of, viluded 10 in the journefe, and viewed even
by his tenants as the dnodean landlord; and
be pever felt iruly ot home in the county for
which e had fought and bed. In England,
s rank as o baronel was not sufficient to look
down these litdle peculiarities; whereas, in Vir-
ginia, i gave hivi a certein Jlst, that was
grateful to ane of the main weaknesses of hu-
man natere. % At homey as the mother-
coantry was then sffectionately termed, he had
no hope of becoming 8 privy-councilior; while,
in lis nutive colony, his rank and fortune,
almost as & mauter of course, placed him in the
council of the governor. In o wond, while
Wrycherly fovnd most of those worldly con-
siderations which influence rwen in the chewe
of their pluces af residence, in favour of the
region in wlich he happened te be bom, bis
election was mode more from feeling and waste
than from any thing else.  His mind had taken
an eorly Lios in fwvour of the usages amd opis
miens of the poople smeng whom he had re-
ceived his first impressions, and this bias be
retuined 1o the hour of his deagh.
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Like o true woman, Mildred foond her hap
piness with her husband and children.  Of the
Latter she had but three; a boy and two girls.
The care of the lust was carly committed to
Blrs. Dhueon.  This excellon womsn had re-
mained at Wychecombe with her husband,
until death put an end te his vices, thaugh the
close af his coreer wns exempl [rom those

scenes of brutal dictation and interference that
bad rendered the curlier part of Ler life so
miserable.  Apprehension of what might be
the consequences 1o himsell, aeted as a check,
and he had sagacity coough to see thot the
physical comforts he now possessal were all
owing ta the iufluenee of his wife.  He lived bat
four years, however.  On his death, Dis widow

.

Iy tock her d © fur A

¥

1t would be substituting pure images of the
fancy for a pieture of sober cealities, were we
tosay thot Lady Wycliecombe and her odopted
mother never regretted] the dand of heir birth.
‘This negntion of feliug, hobits, and prejudices,
ja not 1o Le expected aven in an Esquimaus.
They both bad cceasional strivtures o moke
an the climate, {and his 1 Wycherly's prent
o2
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surprise, fur ke couscientionsly believed that of
England to be just the worst in the warld,) on
ihe fruils, the servants, the ronds, and the dii-
ficulty of procuriog various liule comforts. But,
as g was saul good-nnturedly and in plea-
santry, rather than in the wey of complaing it
W to pu ouplessant seetes o feelings.  As ofl
three mule wccasionnd voyayes to England,
whare his estates, and more prrticularly settle-
ments with lis factar, compelled e barooel
10 go onte it about o Jesttum, the frudts and
thie elimate were finglly given vp by the ladies.
Aler many years, evets the slip-shod, careless,
but hearty nitendance of Lke negroes, come 10
be preferred 1o Uhe dogped mannerism of the
English tlomestics, perfect as were the litter in
thelr parts; and the whole subject got tw be
one of amusement, instead of one of complaint.
‘Flieve is no grealer mistake than to supposc
lat the traveller who passes owee through &
country, with his bome-bred, sod quite likely
previneiat natians thick upen him, is competent
to describe, with dee discriminatiou, even e
wsages af which be is actually a witness This
truth all the omily enme, in time, ta discover;
andd while it rendered them more strictly eritical
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in their remarks, it also rendeved lem more
tolerant, At it was, few hagpicr fumilies were
to b found i the Brilish cmpire, than that of
Sir Wrehedy Wyehecombe; its head vetain-
ing his manly and peotecing alfection for all
dependent oo him, while bis wifi, Leawiful ax
& mntron a5 she hod been lovely asa girl, clung
1o him with e tenderness of a0 woman, and
the tenacity of the vine to its own oak.

OF the result of the rising in the north, it is
uonecessary to say muchs  The history of the
Chevafice’s succegses in the first yeur, and of his
finnl overthrow ot Culloden, is well known,
Sic Reginald Wyeheeomle, like hundreds of
athers, ployed his eands so skilfully that he
avouled committing Wimsel'; and, nltheugh he
liwad and eventually died n suspectad niam, he
escaped forfeiturcs ardd ottainder.  With Sir
Wycherly, as the head of his house, he ainin-
toined a friendly correspanlence to the oty
even taking charge of the paternal estate in its
owner's absenee ; mabilisting to the hour of Wiy
deathy & seropuelous probity in owtters of money,
mingled with en inherent feve of manggement
end intrigue, In things that related to politics
and the successign.  Sir Reginald lived long
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enough Lo see the hopes of the Jacolites com-
Metely extinguished, amd the throne flled by a
native Englishman.

+ Many tong yeors afier the events which ron-
dered the week of its opening incidents so
memorable amang its aclors, must now be
imngined. Time hed advenced with its wsual
unfaliering tread, and the greater part of &
generstion had been gathered w their fmbers
Cicorge IIL had been on the throne not less
then three lustrums, and most of the important
actors of the pertod of '35 were dead — mang
of them, in a degree, forgotten. Bt ench age
has its own events and its own changes. Thase
colonics, which i 17#3 were so loyd, so
devoted to the Lionse of Honover, in the belief
that political end religiows libeity depended on
the jssne, had revelted against the supremacy
of the perliement of the empire.  America vm
already in srms agaiast the mother country,
and the very day before the occurrence of the
little seenc we are about to relme, the intel-
ligenee of the battle of Bunker Hill had reached
London.  Although the gazeite and natigod!
pride had, in & degree, lessened the charac-
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teristics of this mest remarkable of oll similae
combats, by exaggerating the nombers of the
colonists engaged, and lessening the loss of the
royal troops, the impression produced by the
news is sail to lave Leen greater than any
known to thet sge. It had been the prevalent
opinion of England —an opinion that was then
general in Europe, and which descended even
to qur own limes — thot the animals of the new
contipent, man incloded, had less cournge mnd
ph}‘!mal force, than these of the old; and
h gled with the forebodings of
the inteltigens, when it was found that o body
af ill-armed countrymen had dared to meet, in
a singulatly bloody combar, twice their nomber
of regubar iresps, and that, teo, umder the
gons of the king's shipping and betteries. Ru-
mours, for the moment, were rife in London,
and the political world was flled with aloomy
anticipations of the future.

On the morning of the day wlluded tq, Wesi-
minster Abbey, a8 usuol, wes open to the
inspeetion of the curious mad interssted.  Se-
verd parties were scatlerwl omong its ailes

and chapels, some reading the inscriptions on
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the simpls whlets of the dead wlhich (lustrate &
. oation, in illosirating themselves; others listen-
ing to the nages af princes who derived their
consequence ITom their thrones and alliances ;
and stilt otlier sets who were wandering ameng
the more efsbomte memorials that have beeo
raised] egually te illustrare insignifieance, and to
mark the final resting-places of more modern
heroes and statesmen.  The beanty of the
weather had breught oot mere visitors then
common, and not less than half-a-dozen equi-
pages were in wailing, in nnd olout Palsce
Yard. Amoag others, one hod o ducal coronst.
This earriege did not fuil to mitract the attention
that is more then usually bestowed on rank, in
England. Al were empty, however, rnd more
than one porly of pedesitians entered the
venerable edifice, refoicing (int the view ol &
duke oc & duchest was to be thrown in, among
the other sights, gratuitously.  All who passed
on foot, however, were not influenced by 1his
vulgar feeling; for one group went by that did
not even east @ glance at the collection of car-
riages; the seniors of the perry being toa nuch
aceustomed to such things to lend them a
theught, and the juniors too fall of snticipations
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af what they were boul to see, to think of
other mesters, This party coiwsisted of a hand.
some man of filty-odd, o lady some three or
four years his junior, well prescrved and stk
exreedingly attractive; n young man of twenty-
sixg and 1o Jovely girls, thot luaked like twins;
though one was really tweniy-oue, and the
other but nineteen.  These were Sir Wycherly
and Lady Wychecombe, Wycherly their only
son, then just retwrned from a five years' pere-
grination on the continent of Eorape, and Mil-
dred and Agnes, their doughters, The yest of
the family had amived in Englagd about o fort-
night before, 1o greet the heir on his relura
from the grand fowr, Bs it waos then termed,
The meeting had besn one of love, though
Lady Wychecomle liad to reprove a few inno-
zenl foreign nfectations, os she fancied them ta
be, in her son; and the baromet, himself
Jauglied at the serapt of French, Itakian, and
German, that quite notwrlly mingled i the
young ton's discourse.  All this, howerer, cast
ne cloud oser the party, for it had ever been a
family of etire confideace and unbroken love.

# This 1 a most solemn place 1o me,” ob-

o35
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served Sir Wyeherly, as they entered at the
Poets” Corner, “omd onc in which & common
wan unoroidably feels his own insignificance.
But we will first make oot pilgrimage, and look
ot these remarkalle inscriptions as we come
out. The toml we seek is in o chapel on the
other side of the church, near o cthe grest
doors. When T last saw it, it was quite alope.”

On hearing this, the whale party moved on;
though the twe lovely yeung Virginians cast
wistfil and curicus eyes belind them at the
wonders by which they were surrounded.

“Is pot this an extraordinory edifice, Wys
cherly 2™ half whispered Agnes, the youngest of
the sisters, as she clung to one arm of her
brother, Mildred accupying the other. ¢ Can
the whole werld firnish such another 77

“ Bo much for bominy and Jemes™ river
answered the young man, Jaupghing — % now
could you but see the pile at Rouen, or that st
Rbeims, or that al Antwerp, or even that at
York, in this goed kingdom, old Westminswe
would have te fall back upon its litde tablets
and big names.  But Sir Wiychwdy staps ; be
st see what be calls hiy Tandfzll”
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Sie Wycherly had indeed stopped. Tt was
in consequence of having reached the head of
Lthe eheeur, whence he could see the interior of
the recsss, or chepel, lowards which he had
been moving. Iu sl contsined but o single
moenument, and that was adorned with an anchor
anil other noutical emblems. Even st thot
distance, the words * Ricnaro Broewarer,
Rear-Apviral oF THE WHITE” might be
read.  But the baronet had come to o sudden
tielt, in consequence of seving a party of three
enter the chapel, in which he wished to be
alote with hig own family, The party consisted
of 20 cld man, who walked with tottering sieps,
and this so much the mere fram the circame
stanee that he lepned on 4 domestic nearly as
old a5 himself, though of a somewhat sturdier
fram¢, and of & toll imposing looking person
of middle age, who followedl the two witl, patient
steps. Several attendants of the cathedrol
watched this party from o distance with an oir
of curiosity and respect ; but they had been re-
quested not 1o geeompauy it ta the chapel.

“ They must be some old brother-officers of
my poer ubele's, visiting his tomb 17 whispered
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Lady Wychecombe.  The very venerabila
I has naval emblems about his attice,”

T u D¢ you— ran you forget bim, love? 'Tis
Sit Geryuise Oakes, the pride of England ! and
set how changed ! T is now fice-and-twenty
years since we Inst met; silll T knew him et a
glance. The servant s old Galteygo, hissteward ;
but the gentemon with him is a stranger.  Let
us advance; we cannot be intruders in such a
plece”

Sir Gervaise paid ne attention to the enlrance
of the Wychesambes. [t was evident, by the
vacont look of his countenance, that time aod
hard service had impaired his foeulties, though
his body remained entire; an unusual thing fur
ane wha had been so often engaged, Still there
were glimmerings of lively recollections, and
even of strong sensibilities aboot his eves, s
sudden fancies crossed his mind,  Ouce n yeer,
the moniversary of his friend's interment, he
visited that chapel; mad he had now been
brought here 23 much from habit, as by his
own desire. A chair was provided for him,
and be sat facing the tomb, with the large letters
before his eves.  Still he regarded neither
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though bhe bowed caunizonsly to the salute of
the strangers, is companion ot first seemed
m litle surprised, il not offended, ot the intro-
sion; but when Wycherly mentioned that they
were relatives ol the deceased, he also bowed
eammplacenily, and made way for the ladies.
“Thiz it is a5 what you wants to see, Sir
Jarvy,” observed Galleygo, jogging his mastec’s
shouliler by mey of jozging his memory,
H Them "ere caliles and hanchors, and that "ere

t, with s 7 Imiral's Ang a-Bying,
is rigged in this old charch, in honour of cur
friend Admirel Bloe, os was; but ay is now
dead anil gone this many n long year.”

“ Admiral of the Blue” repented Sic Ger-
vaise, <oldly.  ** You 're mistaken, Galleygo,
I'm an admival of the white, and admiral of the
flect inwo the bargain. [ know my own rank,
nir.”

“1 knows that as well ae you does yoursclfy
Eir Jarvy,™ answered Golleygo, wlose grommar
had rather become confirmed than improved,
by ime, *or as well as the First Losd himself.
But Admiral Blue was once yaur best friend,
wnd [ does o't st all admire at your forgetting
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him — one of these long nights you'll be for-
gﬂlil‘lg me™

“§ beg your pandon, Galleygo; I rather
thiok pet. I remember you, when a very young

mam.

“Well, mnd 50 you moupht remember Ad-
miral Blus, il you'd just try. I Lruw'd ye both
when young luffs, myself

“ This i a peioful sceme,” observed the
stranger to Sir Wycherly, with o melanchaly
smile. This gentleman is now at We tomb of
his denrest friend ; and yet, & you see, he
appears 1o have lost all rescllectivn thot suchk
a person ever existed.  For what do we live, i
a few briel years are 1o render our memories
such vacant spots [*

# Has he been long in this wag?™ asked
Lady Wychacombe, with iuterest.

The stranger started at the sourdd of her
voice. He laoked intently inte the face of the
still fair speaker, before he answered; then he
bowed, and replied —

# He has been fyiling for the last five years,
though his last visit here was much Jess painful
tban this. But ere osr own memories perfect 7
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Surely, I have seen that face before | — These
young ladies, too "

# Geoffrey — drar cowsin Geoflrey 17 ex-
claimed Ludy Wychecombe, holling out Loth
her hands. Tt is —it must be the Duke of
Glamorgan, Wycherly 1"

Ko focther explanations were needed.  All
the parties recognized each other in an instant.

They hnd not met for many — many years, and
each had possed the pericd of life when the
greatesl change occurs in the physical ape
pearance; but, naw that the iee was broken, a
Bood of recollections poured in.  The duke, or
Geolfrey Cleveland, as we prefer (o eall him,
kissed Lis comsin and ber dauginers with frank
affection, for no chanpe of condition had al-
tered his simple sea-habits, and he shook hands
with the gentlemen, with a cordiality like that
of old times.  All this, however, was unheeded
by Sir Gervaise, who sat locking al the monu-
ment, in a dull apathy.

¢ Calleygo,” he said; but Galleyge had
placed himself before Sir Wyeherly, and thrust
out & hand that locked like a bunch of knuckles.

] knows ye!” exclaimed (he steward, with
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agrin. *1 knowd ye in the offing yonder, but
T could 't make out Four number. Lord, sir,
if this does n't brighten Sir Jarvy up, again, and
put lim in mand of old times, I shall begin to
think we have run ot cable ta the belter end.”

I will speak wo him, doke, if you think it
advisable? ™ suid Sir Wycherls, in an inquiring
moener.

“ Galleygo,” put in Sir Gervalse, “what
lubber fitked that cable P — he has turned in the
clench the wrong wny.”

“ Ay — ay — sir, they s great lubbers, them
stote-cutters, Sir Jurvy ; nadl they knows ghout
s much of ships, ns ships knows of thenr, But
here is gonng Sir Wycherly Wychecontbe
come Lo see you— the ofd"un's neve.”

“8ir Wycherly, you are a very welcome
guest.  Bowldera is o poor place for 5 gentle-
man of your meril; but such as [t s, it s
entirely at your service, What did you say the
gentlemnr’s nome was, Galleyge I™

“ 8ir Wycherly Wychecombe, the yanng un
= the ol wn slipped the night 4s we moored in
his house™

“1 hepe, Sie Gervaise, I lave not entirely
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passed from yonr recellestion 3 it would prieve
me sadly to think s, And my peor uncle, 1oo;
he wha died of apoplexy in your presence !™

¢ Nulfus, mdla, nuflunt.  That's good Latin,
hey! Duoke? Muflivs, suflius, rmullig. My
memary dx excellent, gentlemen; nominetive,
Penna b penitive, pannst, and so on.”

“ Now, Sir Jarvy, since you're veering out
your Latin, 7 should likes to know if you con
tell & “ clove-hitch * from o *earrick-bend e'*

“ Thalis sn extracrdinary question, Galleygo,
o put at an old seamnn |7

1 %Well, if you remembers fhat, why can't you
Just as reasonably remember your old fiend,
Admiral Blue?*

“ Admiral of the Lloe! I do recollect smauy
admirals of the blue.  They ought 1o make me
an adeiral of the bine, duke; I've been & rear-
admiral leng engugh.”

“Yau've e an admiral of the Llue gece -
ond thet*s enough For any man,” interrupted
Galleyge, again in his pesitive manner; “and
it sn't five minutes since yor know'd your own
ronk p3 well ns the Secretary to the Admiralty
himself. He veers nnd hauls, in this fashfon,
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on an idee, gentlernen, uotil he doesn't know
ane end of it from tCother.*

“ This ia not uncommoen with men of great
nge,” observed the duke. * They sometimes
remember the things of their youth, while the
whole of later tife is o blank. I have remarked
this with our venerable Friend, in whose mind I
think it wilt not be difficuli, hawever, to Tevive
the recollection of Admiral Dluewatcr, and even
of yourself, Sir Wcherly, Let me make the
elfort, Gulleyge”

“Yes, Lord Geofltey,” for so the stewnrd
always eabled the quondan reefer, * you does
handle him more like o quick-working beat,
than ony on us; end so I'll ke an hoppar-
tupity of just overhauling our old lieutenant's
young 'ung, and of sesing what sott of erafi he
has set afloat for the next geoeration.”

© Bir Gervaise,” said the duke, leaning over
the chair, “here s Sir Wycherly Wychecombe,
who onee served = sbhart Lme with s a8 &
Tieutenont; it was when you were in the Plan.
tagenet. Yon remember the Planiagenst, I
trust, my dear sit 2"

“The Plantagenets?  Cerininly, duke; [
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resd all about them when a boy. Edwards,
and Henryyy, end Richards —" at the last name
he stopped ; the muscles of his face twitched, for
memory had touched & ehord that wes always
sensitive.  But [l wes too faintly to produce
more than & peuse.

*There, now,” growled Galleygo, In Agnes
face, he being just then empleyed in surveying
her through & pair of silver spectacles that were
& present from his moster, “you see he has
forgotten the old Planter; and the next thing,
he'll forget to eat his dinner.  It's wicked, Sir
Jarey, to forget such a ship.™

“ ) wrust, at least, you have wot forgotten
Richard Bluewater 2" continued the Dake,
“he wha fell in our lost action with the Comte
de Vervilin?®

A pleam of intelligence shot inte the rigid
and wrinkled face; the eye lighted, and o pain-
ful smile strugpled around the lips.

“%Whot, Dick ™ be exclaimed, in a voice
stronger than thet in which he had previgusly
spoken. ¢ Dick! hey? duke? good, crerllens
Diek 2 We were midshipmen tagether, my
lard doke ; and I loved him like a brother 1™
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W1 wew you did! ond 1 dare say new sou
ennn recollect the melancholy ecession of his
death 2

“Ix Dick deaed ™ asked the sdmiral, with a
vocant gaze.

“ Lord — Lard, Sic Jarvy, you koows be is
and that 'ere marvel eonstructure is his moner-
et —now you must remember the old Plaoter,
and the Couuty of Fairvillian, and the threhing
we guv'd him 2?7

“ Pardon me, Galleygo; there is no aceasion
for warmth.  When ] was a midshipman,
warmth of expression was disspproved of by all
the elder officers.”

“You cause me to lose grouwnd,”" said the
duke, looking at the steward, by way of bidding
him to be silent; is it oot estraordinzry, Sir
Woeherly, how lis mind veverts to his youth,
overooking the scenes of later Tife t '\'es, Dk
iz dead, Sir Gervaise,  He lell in that baule in
which you were doubled on by the French —
when you hed Le Foudroyant on one side of
you, aud Le Pluten on the other —=*"

“ I remember 3t 17 interrupted Sir Gervaise,
in o clear strong voies, his eye Apshing with
somcthing like the e of youh— I remember
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it! Le Foudroysnt was on our starboard
Beam; Le Pluton a little on our larboard bow
— Bunting had gone aloft 1o lock out for Blue-
waler — no — poor DBunting was killed —"

“8ir Wycherly Wychetombe, whe after-
wards marfed Mildred Bloewater, Dick’s
aicee,” put in the baronet, bimself almost as
enper as the admirel had wow become; Sir
Wycherly Wychecombe Aad Leen aloft, but
was returned 1o repert the Pluton comigy
I]U“'ﬂ [ "

“ 8o he dil ! = God bless him! A clever
yeuth, and he did marry Tdick's piece. God
bless thew bost. Well, sir, you're o stranger,
Lt e story will intevest you.  There we lay,
almost smothered in the smoke, with one (oo
decker ot work on owr sisrheard Leam, and
another hammering awsy on the lurbeard how,
with our top-masts over the sile, rnd the guns
firing through the wreck.”

“ Ay, now you're getting it like n book 1™
exclaimed Galleygo exultingly, Mourishing his
stick, and struliing cbout the litde clipel;
that's just the way things was, ns I knows from
seeing "em ! "

“1'm quite certain I'm right, Gn]]e_\'go? "
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«Right! your honour's righter than any
Jogsbrock in the feet. Gire it 10 "em, Sir Jarsy,
Inrbosrd ond starboard 1

#That we did —-that we did " — continged
the ¢ld man, catnestly, becoming even prand
in aspect, as he rose, always gentleman-fike and
graceful, but flled with all his native fire, “ that
did wel de Vervillin was on our right, and
des Prez on our feft — the smoke wos choking
us all — Bunting —~na; young Wychecombe
was at my side; be said o fresh Frenchmon was
shoving in betwern us and Le Pluton, sit —
God forbid | 1 thourhs ; for we bad enough of
them, as it was, There she comes ! See, here
is her Aying-jib-boom-gnd —and thata — hey,
Wyehceatbe ? — That s \be Ofd Romen, shov-
ing tirgugh the smoke 1 — Cirsar himsclf | and
thers stande Dick and young Geoffrey Cleve-
land — ke wos of your lsmily, duke — There
stunds Dick Tlucwater, Letween the knight-
hends, waving his hat — HURRAR F —He's
truc at lastl—TILe"s true at last— FFURRAH !
HURRAH?

The clation tones rose like o trompet’s Dblase,
end the cheering of the old sailar rsng in the
arches of the Abbey Church, cansing all withio
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hearing (o slact, as if ¢ voice spoke fram the
tambs. Bir Gervaise, himsell, seemed surprised ;
Te Jooked up at the vaulied rool, with a guze
haolf-bewildered, half-delighted.

< I3 this Bowldero or Glamorgan House, my
lorck duke,” he asked, in a whisper,

« It is neither, Admiral Ozkes, but West.
minster Abbey; and this s the tomb of your
friend, Rear-Admiral Richard llucwater.”

“ Galleygo, help me to kneel,” the old man
added in the msater of o corrected school-boy,
¢ The stoutgst of us oll should kncel to God,
in his own temple. I beg pardon, gentlemen;
1 wish to pray,”

The Duke of Glamergan and Sir Wycherly
Wychecomlye helped the slmival ta lis knees,
and then Galleyzo, ps was his prnetics, knelt
Leside his moster, who bowed his head on his
wmans shoulders.  This weuching sp [
brovght all the ahers into the same humble at-
tiwude, Wycherly, Mildred, and their children,
with the nalide, kneeling mnd praying in com-
pay. O by ane, the latter aroge; stll Gal-

lesgo and lis moster continued on the pave-
oent. At length Geoffrey Cleveland stepped
forward and ralsed the old man, placing him,
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with Wycherly's assistance, in the chair. Here
Le sat, with & calm smile on his oged festores
his apen eyes riveted seemingly on the name of
bis friend, perfectly dend.  There had been s
reaction, which suddenly stopped the curreat of
life, ot the heart

Thus expired’ Sir Gervaise Ckes, full of
yeurs and of honours; one of the brarest and
most successful of England’s sea-captains. He
had lived his time, and supplied an instapce of
the insufficiency of worldly suecess to complete
the destiny of man; having, in & degree, sur-
vived his faculties, snd the 3 of ali
he had done and all he merited.  As & small
affiet to this failing of nawre, he had regnined
a ghimmering view of one of the mast striking

scenes, and of much the most enduring onti-

ment, of a leng life, which God, in merey, per-

milted to Le terminated in the act of humile
bmission to his own g and glorr.

THE EXD.
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