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THE WATER WITCH.

CHAPTER 1.

¢ Thou, Julia, thou hast metamorphosed me

Made me neglect my studies, lose my time,

Woar with good counsels, set the world at nought.”
Two Gentlemen of Verona.

Loprow quitted the Lust in Rust with a
wavering purpose. Throughout the whole of
the preceding interview, he had jealously
watched the eye and features of la Belle Bar-
bérie, and he had not failed to draw his con-
clusions from a mien that too plainly expressed
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2 THE WATER WITCH.

a deep interest in the free-trader. For a time
onlgr had he been induced, by the calmness and
self-possession with which she received her
uncle and himself, to believe that she had not
visited the Water Witch at all; but when the
gay and reckless being who governed the move-
ments of that extraordinary vessel appeared,
he could no longer flatter himself with this
hope. He now believed that her choice for
life had been made; and while he deplored the
infatuation which could induce so gifted a
woman to forget her station and character, he
was himself too frank not to see that the indi-
vidual who had in so short a time gained this
ascendancy over the feelings of Alida, was in
many respects fitted to exercise a powerful in-
fluence over the imagination of a youthful and
secluded female. '

There was a struggle in the mind of the
young commander, between his duty and his
feelings. Remembering the artifice by which

he had formerly fallen into the power of the
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smugglers, he had taken his precautions so
well, in the present visit to the villa, that he
firmly believed he had the person of his
lawless rival at his mercy. To avail himself
of this advantage, or to retire and leave him
in possession of his mistress and his liberty,
was the point mooted in his thoughts. Though
direct and simple in his habits, like most of
the seamen of that age, Ludlow had all the
loftier sentiments that become a gentleman.
He felt keenly for Alida, and he shrunk with
sensitive pride from incurring the imputation
of having acted under the impulses of disap-
pointment. 'To these motives of forbearance
was also to be added the inherent reluctance
which, as an officer of rank, he felt to the
degradation of being employed in a duty that
more properly belongs to men of less elevated
ambition. He looked on himself as a defender
of the rights and glory of his sovereign, and
not as a mercenary instrument of those who
callected her customs; and though he would
32
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not have hesitated to incur any rational hazard
in'capturing the vessel of the smuggler, or in
making captives of all er any of her crew on
their proper element, he disliked the appearance
of seeking a solitary individual on the land : in
addition to this feeling, there was his own
pledge, that he met the proscribed dealer in
contraband on neutral ground. Still the officer
of the Queen had his orders, and he could not
shut his eyes to the general obligations of duty.
The brigantine was known to inflict so much
loss on the revenue of the crown—more
particularly in the other hemisphere—that an
especial order had been issued by the admiral
of the station for her capture. Here then was
an opportunity of depriving the vessel of that
master-spirit which, notwithstanding the ex:
cellence of its construction, had alone so long
enabled it to run the gauntlet of a hundred
cruisers with impunity. Agitated by these
contending feelings and reflections, the young

satlor left the door of the villa, and came
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upon its little lawn, in order to reflect with
less interruption, and indeed to breathe more
freely.

The night had advanced into the first watch
of the seamen. The shadow of the mountain,
however, still covered the grounds of the villa,
the river, and the shores of the Atlantic, with
a darkness that was deeper than the obscurity
which dimmed the surface of the rolling ocean
beyond. Objects were so indistinct as to require
close and steady looks to ascertain their cha-
racter, while the setting of the scene might be
faintly traced by its hazy and indistinct outlines.
The curtains of la Cour des Fées had been
drawn, and though the lights were still shining
within, the eye could not penetrate the pavilion.
Ludlow gazed about him, and then held his
way reluctantly towards the water.

In endeavouring to conceal the interior of
her apartment from the eyes of those without,
Alida had suffered a corner of the drapery to

remain open. When Ludlow reached the gate
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that led to the landing, he turned to take a
last look at the villa, and, favoured by his new
position, he caught a glimpse, through the
opening, of the person of her who was still
uppermost in his thoughts.

La Belle Barbérie was seated at the little’
table by whose side she had been found earlier
in the evening. An elbow rested on the pre-
cious wood, and one fair hand supported a
brow that was thoughtful far beyond the
usual character of its expression, if not melan-
choly. The commander of the Coquette felt
the blood rushing to his heart, for he fancied
that the beautiful and pensive countenance was
that of a penitent. It is probable that the
idea quickened his drooping hopes, for Ludlow
believed it might not yet be too late to rescue
the woman he so sincerely loved from the
precipice over which she was suspended. The
seemingly irretrievable step already taken, was
forgotten, and the generous young sailor was

about to rush back to la Cour des Fées, to
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implore its mistress to be just to herself, when
the hand fell from her polished brow, and
Alida raised her face with a look which denoted
that she was no longer alone. 'The captain
drew back to watch the issue.

When Alida lifted her eyes, it was in kind-
ness, and with that frank ingenuousness with
which an unperverted female greets the coun-
tenance of those who have her confidence.
She smiled, though still in sadness rather than
in pleasure, and she spoke, but the distance
prevented her words from being audible. At
the next instant, Seadrift moved into the
space visible through the half-drawn drapery,
and took her hand. Alida made no effort to
withdraw the member, but on the contrary,
she looked up into his face with still less
equivocal interest, and appeared to listen to
his voice with an absorbed attention. The
gate was swung violently open, and Ludlow
had reached the margin of the river before he

again paused.
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The barge of the Coquette was found where
her commander had ordered his people to lie
con::ealed, and he was about to enter it, when
the noise of the little gate, again shutting
with the wind, induced him to cast a look be-
hind. A human form was distinctly to be seen
against the light walls of the villa, descending
towards the river. The men were commanded
to keep close, and withdrawing within the
shadow of a fence, the captain waited the ap-
proach of the new comer.

As the unknown person passed, Ludlow
recognised the agile form of the free-trader.
The latter advanced to the margin of the river,
and gazed warily about him for several minutes.
A low but distinct note, on a common ship’s
call, was then heard. The summons was soon
succeeded by the appearance of a small skiff,
which glided out of the grass on the opposite
side of the stream, and approached the spot
where Seadrift awaited its arrival. The free-

trader sprang lightly into the little boat, which
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immediately began to glide out of the river.
As the skiff passed the spot where he stood,
Ludlow saw that it was pulled by a single
seaman; and as his own boat was manned by six
lusty rowers, he felt that the person of the man
whom he so much envied, was at length fairly
and honourably in his power. We shall not at-
tempt to analyze the emotion that was ascendant
in the mind of the young officer. It is enough
for our purpose to add, that he was soon in
his boat and in full pursuit.

As the course to be taken by the barge was
diagonal, rather than direct, a few powerful
strokes of the oars brought it so near the skiff,
that Ludlow, by placing his hand on the gun-
wale of the latter, could arrest its progress.

¢ Though so lightly equipped, fortune favours
you less in boats than in larger craft, Master
Seadrift,” said Ludlow, when, by virtue of a
strong arm, he had drawn his prize so near, as .
to find himself seated within a few feet of his
prisoner. ¢ We meet on our proper element,

B 3
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where there can be no neutrality between one
of the contraband and a servant of the Queen.”

The start, the half-repressed exclamation,
and the momentary silence, showed that the
captive had been taken completely by surprise.

I admit your superior dexterity,” he at
length said, speaking low, and not without agi-
tation. “ I am your prisoner, Captain Ludlow,
and I would now wish to know your intentions
in disposing of my person ?”

¢¢ That is soon answered. You must be con-
tent to take the homely accommodations of the
Coquette for the night, instead of the more
luxurious cabin of your Water Witch. What
the authorities of the province may decide to-
morrow, it exceeds: the knowledge of a poor
commander in the navy to say.”

¢ The Lord Cornbury has retired to—”

A gaol,” said Ludlow, observing that the
other spoke more like one who mused, than
like one who asked a question. ¢ The kinsman

of our gracious Queen speculates on the chances



THE WATER WITCH. 11

of human fortune within the walls of a prison.
His successor, the Brigadier Hunter, is thought
to have less sympathy for the moral infirmities
of human nature !”

¢ We deal lightly with dignities !” exclaimed
the captive, with all his former gaiety of tone
and manner. ¢ You have your revenge for
some personal liberties that were certainly taken
not a fortnight since with this boat and her
crew ; still, I have much mistaken your cha-
racter, if unnecessary severity forms one of
its features, May I communicate with the
brigantine ?”

¢¢ Freely,—when she is once in the care of a
Queen’s officer.”

¢ Oh, Sir, you disparage the qualities of my
mistress, in supposing there exists a parallel
with your own! The Water Witch will go
at large till a far different personage shall be-
come your captive—May I communicate with

the shore ?*



12 THE WATER WITCH.

¢ To that there exists no objection—if you
will point out the means.”

“ T have one here who will prove a faithful
messenger.”

¢ Too faithful to the delusion which governs
all your followers! Your man must be your
companion in the Coquette, Master Seadrift;
though,” and Ludlow spoke in melancholy, < if
there be any on the land who take so near an
interest in your welfare as to find more sor-
row in uncertainty than in the truth, one of
my own crew, in any of whom confidence may
be placed, shall do your errand.”

“/Let it be so;” returned the free-trader, as
if satisfied that he could, in reason, expect no
more. * Take this ring to the lady of yonder
dwelling,” he continued, when Ludlow had
selected the messenger, ¢ and say that he who
sends it, 1s about to visit the cruiser of Queen
Anne in company of her commander. Should
there be question of the motive, you can speak

to the manner of my arrest.”
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“ And, mark me, fellow,” added his cap-
tain ; ¢ that duty done, look to the idlers on the
shore, and see that no boat quits the river to
apprize the smugglers of their loss.”

The man, who was armed in the fashion of a
seaman on boat-duty, received these orders with
the customary deference, and the barge having
drawn to the shore for that purpose, he
landed. .

¢ And now, Master Seadrift, having thus far
complied with your wishes, I may expect you
will not be deaf to mine. Here is a seat at your
service in my barge, and I confess it will please
me to see it occupied.”

As the captaix; spoke, he reached forth an
arm, partly in natural complaisance, and partly
with a carclessness that denoted some con-
sciousness of the difference in their rank, both
to aid the other to comply with his request, and
at need to enforce it. But the free-trader
seemed to repel the familiarity, for he drew

back, at first, like one who shrunk sensitively
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from the contact; and then, without touching
the arm that was extended with a purpose so
equivocal, he passed lightly from the skiff into
the barge, declining assistance. The movement
was scarcely made, before Ludlow quitted the
latter, and occupied the place which Seadrift
had just vacated. He commanded one of his
men to exchange with the seaman of the brig-
antine, and having made these preparations, he
again addressed his prisoner.

¢ I commit you to the care of my cockswain,
and these worthy tars, Master Seadrift. We
shall steer different ways. You will take pos-
session of my cabin, where all will be at your
disposal ; ere the middle watch is called, I shall
be there to prevent the pennant from coming
down, and your sea-green flag turning the peo-
ple’s heads from their allegiance.”

Ludlow then whispered his orders to his
cockswain, and they separated. 'T'he barge
proceeded to the mouth of the river, with the

long and stately sweep of the oars that marks
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the progress of a man-of-war’s boat, while the
skiff followed noiselessly, and, aided by its
culour and dimensions, nearly invisible.

When the two boats entered the waters of
the bay, the barge held on its course towards
the distant ship, while the skiff inclined to the
right, and steered directly for the bottom of
the cove. The precaution of the dealer in con-
traband had provided his little boat with muf-
fled sculls, and Ludlow, when he was enabled
to discover the fine tracery of the lofty and
light spars of the Water Witch, as they rose
above the tops of the dwarf trees that lined the
shore, had no reason to think his approach was
known. Once assured of the presence and
position of the brigantine, he was enabled to
make his advances with all the caution that
might be necessary. -

Some ten or fifteen minutes were required to
bring the skiff beneath the bowsprit of the
beautiful craft, without giving the alarm to

those who, doubtless, were watching on her
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decks. The success of our adventurer, how-
ever, appeared to be complete, for he was soon
holding by the cable, and not the smallest sound
of any kind had been heard in the brigantine.
Ludlow now regretted he had not entered the
cove with his barge, for so profound and un-
suspecting was the quiet of theg vessel, that he
doubted not of his ability to have carried her
by a coup de main. Vexed by his oversight,
and incited by the prospects of success, he began
to devise those expedients which would na-
turally suggest themselves to a seaman in his
situation.

The wind was southerly, and though not
strong, it was charged with the dampness and
heaviness of the night-air. As the brigantine
lay protected from the influence of the tides,
she obeyed the currents of the other element,
and while her bows looked outward, her stern
pointed towards the bottom of the basin. The
distance from the land was not fifty fathoms,

and Ludlow did not fail to perceive that the

\

’
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vessel rode by a kedge, and that her anchors,
of which there were a good provision, were all
snugly stowed. These facts induced the hope
that he might separate the hawser that alone
held the brigantine, which, in the event of his
succeeding, he had every reason to believe
would drift ashore, before the alarm could be
given to her crew, sail set, or an anchor let go.
Although neither he nor his companion pos-
sessed any other implement to effect this object
than the large seaman’s knife of the latter, the
temptation was too great not to make the trial.
"The project was flattering ; for though the ves-
sel in that situation would receive no serious
injury, the unavoidable delay of heaving her off
the sands, would enable his boats, and perhaps
the ship herself, to reach the place in time to
secure their prize. The bargeman was asked
for his knife, and Ludlow himself made the
first cut upon the solid and difficult mass. The
steel had no sooner touched the compact yarns,

tha a dazzling glare of light shot into the
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face of him who held it. Recovering from the
shock, and rubbing his eyes, our startled ad-
venturer gazed upwards, with that conscious-
ness of wrong which assails us when detected in
any covert act, however laudable may be its
motive; a sort of homage that nature, under
every circumstance, pays to loyal dealings.
Though Ludlow felt, at the instant of this
interruption, that he stood in jeopardy of his
life, the concern it awakened was momentarily
lost by the spectacle before him. The bronzed
and unearthly features of the image were bright-
ly illuminated, and while her eyes looked on
him steadily, as if watching his smallest move-
ment, her malign and speaking smile appeared
to turn his futile effort into scorn! There was
no need to bid the seaman at the oars to do his
duty. WNo sooner did he catch the expression
of that mysterious face, than the skiff whirled
away from the spot, like a sea-fowl taking wing
under alarm. Though Ludlow at each moment

expected a shot, even the imminence of the
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danger did not prevent him from gazing, in
absorbed attention, at the image. The light by
which it was illumined, though condensed,
powerful, and steadily cast, wavered a little,
and exhibited her attire. Then the captain saw
the truth of what Seadrift had asserted, for by
some process of the machine, into which he had
not leisure to inquire, the sea-green mantle had
been changed for a slighter robe of the azure of
the deep waters. As if satisfied with having
betrayed the intention of the sorceress to depart,
the light immediately vanished.

¢ This mummery i1s well maintained !” mut-
tered Ludlow, when the skiff had reached a
distance that assured him of safety. ¢ Here
is a symptom that the rover means soon to
quit the coast. The change of dress is some
signal to his superstitious and deluded crew.
It is my task to disappoint his mistress, as he
terms her, though it must be confessed that she
does not sleep at her post.”

During the ten succeeding minutes, our foiled
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adventurer had leisure, no less than motive,
to feel how necessary is success to any project
whose means admit of dispute. Had the hawser -
been cut, and the brigantine stranded, it is pro-
bable that the undertaking of the captain would
have been accounted among those happy expe-
dients which, in all pursuits, are thought to
distinguish the mental efforts of ‘men particu-
larly gifted by nature; while, under the actual
circumstances, he who would have reaped all
the credit of so felicitous an idea, was mentally
chafing with the .apprehension that his unlucky
design might become known. His cémpanion
was no other than Robert Yarn, the fore-top-
man, who, on a former occasion, had been heard
to affirm that he had already enjoyed so singu-
lar a view of the lady of the brigantine, while
assisting to furl the fore-top-sail of the Co-
quette.

¢ This has been a false board, Master Yarn,”
observed the captain, when the skiff was past

the entrance of the cove, and some distance
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down the bay ; ¢ for the credit of our cruise,
we will not enter the occurrence in the log.
You understand me, Sir; I trust ‘a word is
sufficient for so shrewd a wit ?” .

« I hope I know my duty, your honour,
which is to obey orders, though it may break
‘owners,” returned the top-man. ¢ Cutting a
hawser with a knife is but slow work in the best
of times ; but though one who has little right
to speak in the presence of a gentleman so well
taught, it is my opinion that the steel is not yet
sharpened which is to part any rope aboard yon
rover, without the consent of the black-looking'
woman under her bowsprit.”

¢ And what is the opinion of the berth-deck
concerning this strange brigantine that we have
so long been following without success?”

“ That we shall follow her tll the last biscuit
is eaten, and the scuttle-butt shall be dry, with
no better fortune. It is not my business to
teach your honour, but there is not a man in

the ship who ever expects to be a farthing the
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better for her capture. Men are of many minds
conce;rning the Skimmer of the Seas ; but all are
agreed that, unless aided by some uncommon
luck, which may amount to the same thing as
being helped by him who seldom lends a hand
to any honest undertaking, that he is altogether
such a seaman as another like him does not sail
the ocean!” ‘

“T am sorry that my people should have
reason to think so meanly of our own skill.
The ship has not yet had a fair chance. Give
her an openh sea, and a cap-full of wind, and
she’ll defy all the black women that the brigan-
tine can stow. As to your Skimmer of the Seas,
man or devil, he is our prisoner.”

«“ And does your honour believe that the
trim-built and light-sailing géntleman we over-
hauled in this skiff, is in truth that renowned
rover ?” asked Yarn, resting on his sculls, in the
interest of the moment. ¢ There are some on

board the ship who maintain that the man in
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question is taller than the big tide-waiter at
Plymouth, with a pair of shoulders—”

¢ T have reason to know they are mistaken.
If we are more enlightened than our shipmates,
Master Yarn, let us be close-mouthed, that
others do not steal our knowledge. Hold, here
is a crown with the face of King Louis; he is
our bitterest enemy, and you may swallow him
whole, if you please, or take him in morsels, as
shall best suit your humour. But remember
that our cruise in the skiff is under secret or-
ders, and the less we say about the anchor-watch
of the brigantine the better.”

Honest Bob took the piece of silver with a
gusto that no opinions of the marvellous could
diminish, and touching his hat, he did not fail
to make the usual protestations of discretion.
That night the messmates of the fore-top-man
endeavoured in vain to extract from him the
particulars of his excursion with the captain,
though the direct answers to their home ques-

tions were only evaded by allusions so dark and
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ambiguous, as to give to that superstitious feel-
ing <;f the crew which Ludlow had wished to
lull, twice its original force.

Not long after this short dialogue, the skiff
reached the side of the Coquette. Her com-
mander found his prisoner in possession of his
own cabin, and though grave, if not sad in
demeanour, perfectly self-possessed. His ar-
rival had produced a deep effect on the officers
and men, though, like Yarn, most of both
classes refused to believe that the handsome
and gayly attired youth they had been sum-
moned to receive, was the notorious dealer in
contraband.

Light observers of the forms under which
human qualities are exhibited, too often mis-
take their outward signs. Though it is quite
in reason to believe that he who mingles much
in rude and violent scenes should imbibe some
of their rough and repelling aspects, still it
would seem that, as the stillest waters com-

monly conceal the deepest currents, so the
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powers to awaken extraordinary events, are not
unfrequently cloaked under a chastened, and,
sometimes, under a cold exterior. It has often
happened, that the most desperate and self-
willed men are those whose mien and manners
would give reason to expect the mildest and
most tractable dispositions, while he who has
seemed a’lion, sometimes proves, in his real
nature, to be little better than a lamb.

Ludlow had reason to see that the incredu-
lity of his topman had extended to most on
board ; and as he could not conquer his tender-
ness on the subject of Alida and all that con-
cerned her; while on the other hand there existed
no motive for immediately declaring the truth,
he rather favoured the general impression, by
his silence. First giving some orders, of the
last importance at that moment, he passed into
the cabin, and scught a private interview with
his captive.

“ That vacant state-room is at your service,
Master Seadrift,” he observed, pointing to the

VOL. I1I. C
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little apartment opposite to the one he occupied
himself. We are likely to be shipmates several
days, unless you choose to shorten the time
by- entering into a capitulation for the Water-
Witch; in which case—”

“You had a proposition to make ?”’

Ludlow hesitated, cast an eye behind him,
to be certain they were alone, and drew nearer
to his captive.

% Sir, I will deal with you as becomes a sea-
man. La Belle Barbérie is dearer to me than
ever woman was before ;.-—dearer, I fear, than
ever woman will be again. You need not learn
that circumstances have occurred,— Do you
love the lady ?”

“T do.”

¢ And she—fear not to trust the secret to
one who will. not abuse the trust—returns she
your affection ?”

The mariner of the brigantine -drew back
with dignity, and then instantly recovering his
ease, as if fearful he might forget himself, he

sald with warmth,
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“This trifling with woman’s weakness is the
besetting sin of man! None may speak of her
inclinations, Captain Ludlow, but herself. It
never shall be said that any of the sex had
aught but fitting reverence for their dependant
state, their constant and confiding love, their
faithfulness in all the world’s trials, and their
singleness of heart, from me!”

“These sentiments do you honour; and I
could wish, for your own sake, as well as that
of others, there was less of contrariety in your
character. One cannot but grieve—"

“You had a proposition for the brigantine 7’

‘I would have said, that were the vessel
yielded without further pursuit, means might
be found to soften the blow to those who will
otherwise be most wounded by her capture.”

The face of the dealer in contraband had
lost some of its usual brightness and animation,
the colour of the cheek was not as rich, and
the eye was less at ease, than in his former
interviews with Ludlow; but a smile of secu-

c g
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rity crossed his fine features, when the other
spoi(e of the fate of the brigantine.

¢ The keel of the ship that is to capture the
Water Witch is not yet laid,” he said firmly ;
““nor is the canvass that is to drive her through
the water wove! Our mistress is not so heed-
less as to sleep when there is most occasion for
her services.”

¢ This mummery of a supernatural aid may
be of use, in holding the minds of the ignorant
beings who follow your fortunes in subjection,
but it is lost when addressed to me. I have
ascertained the position of the brigantine—nay,
T have been under her very bowsprit, and so
near her cut-water, as to have examined her
moorings. Measures are now taking to improve
my knowledge, and to secure the prize.”

The free-trader heard him without exhibiting
alarm, though he listened with an atténtion
that rendered his breathing audible.

“You found my people vigilant ?” he rather

carelessly observed, than asked.
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“So much so, that I have said the skiff’ was
pulled beneath her martingale without a hail !
Had there been means, it would not have re-
quired many moments to cut the hawser by
which she rides, and to have laid your beau-
teous vessel ashore !”

The gleam of Secadrift's eye was like the
glance of an eagle. It seemed to inquire and
to resent in the same instant. Ludlow shrunk
from the piercing look, and reddened to the
brow, whether with his recollections or not it
is unnecessary to explain.

““The worthy device was thought of !—nay,

it was attempted !”

exclaimed the other, gather-
ing confirmation in the consciousness of his
companion.—¢ You did not—you could not
succeed !”

“ Our success will be proved in the result.”

“The lady of the brigantine forgot not her
charge! You saw her bright eye—her dark
and meaning face! Light shone on that mys-

terious countenance—my words are true, Lud-
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low—thy tongue is silent, but that honest
countenance confesses all 1”

The gay dealer in contraband turned away,
and laughed in his merriest manner.

¢TI knew it would be so,” he continued;
‘¢ what is the absence of one humble actor from
her train! Trust me, you will find her coy as
ever, and ill-disposed to hold converse with a
cruiser who speaks so rudely through his can-
non. Ha |—here are auditors !”

An officer to announce the near approach
of a boat entered. Both Ludlow and his pri-
soner started at this intelligence, and it was
not difficult to fancy both believed that a mes-
sage from the Water Witch might be expected.
The former hastened on deck, while the latter,
notwithstanding a self-possession that was so
much practised, could not remain entirely at
his ease. He passed into the state-room, and
it is more than probable that he availed him-

self of the window of its quarter gallery, to
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reconnoitre those who were so unexpectedly
coming to the ship.

But after the usual hail and reply, Ludlow
no longer anticipated any proposal from the
brigantine. 'The answer had been what a
seaman would call lubberly ; or it wanted that
attic purity that men of the profession rarely
fail to use on all occasions, and by the means
of which they can tell a pretender to their
mysteries, with a quickness that is almost in-
stinctive. 'When the shokt, quick ¢ boat-ahoy”
of the sentinel on the gangway, was answered
by the ¢ what do you want?” of a startled
respondent in the boat, it was received among
the crew of the Cogquette, with such a sneer
as the tyro who has taken two steps in any
particular branch of knowledge, is apt to bestow
on the blunders of him who has taken but one.

A deep silence reigned while a party, con-
sisting of two men and as many females,
mounted the side of the ship, leaving a suffi-

cient number of forms behind them in the boat
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to man its oars. Notwithstanding more than
one light was held in such a manner as would
have discovered the faces of the strangers had
they not all been closely muffled, the party
passed into the cabin without recognition.

¢ Master Cornelius Ludlow, one might as
well put on the Queen’s livery at once, as to
be steering, in this uncertain manner, between
the Coquette and the land, like a protested
note, sent from endorser to endorser to be
paid,” commenced Alderman Van Beverout,
uncasing himself in the great cabin with the
coolest deliberation, while his niece sunk into
a chair unbidden, her two attendants standing
near in submissive silence. ¢ Here is Alida,
who has insisted on paying so unseasonable a
visit, and what is worse still, on dragging me
in her train, though I am past the day of
following a woman about merely because she
happens to have a pretty face. The hour is
unseasonable, and as to the motive—why, if

Master Seadrift has got a little out of his
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course, no great harm can come of it while
the affair is in the hands of so discreet and
amiable an officer as yourself.”

The Alderman became suddenly mute, for
the door of the state-room opened, and the
individual he had named entered in person.

Ludlow needed no other explanation than a
knowledge of the persons of his guests, to
understand the motive of their visit. Turning
to Alderman Van Beverout, he said, with a
bitterness he could not repress,

“ My presence may be intrusive. Use the
cabin as freely as your own house; and rest
assured that while it is thus honoured, it shall
be sacred to its present uses. My duty calls
me to the deck.”

The young man bowed gravely, and hurried
from the place. As he passed Alida, he caught
a gleam of her dark and eloquent eye, and he
construed the glance into an expression of
gratitude.

c 3
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CHAPTER II.

“ If it were done, when ’tis done, then ’twere well
It were done quickly.”
Macbeth.

THE words of the immortal poet with which,
in deference to an ancient usage in the litera-
ture of the language, we have prefaced the
incidents to be related in this chapter, are in
perfect conformity with that governing maxim
of a vessel, which is commonly found embodied
in its standing orders, and ‘which prescribes
the necessity of exertion and activity in the

least of its operations. A strongly manned
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ship, like a strong-armed man, is fond of
showing its physical power, for it is one of
the principal secrets of its efficiency. In a pro-
fession in which there is an unceasing contest
with the wild and fickle winds, and in which
human efforts are to be manifested in the con~
trol of a delicate and fearful machinery on an
inconstant element, this governing principle
becomes of the last importance. Where ¢ delay
may so easily be death,” it soon gets to be a
word that is expunged from the language, and
there is perhaps no truth more necessary to be
known to all young aspirants for naval success,
than that, while nothing should be attempted
in a hurry, nothing should be done without the
last degree of activity that is compatible with
{)recision. .

The commander of the Coquette had early
been impressed with the truth of the foregoing
rule, and he had not neglected its application
in the discipline of his crew. When he reached

the deck, therefore, after relinquishing the
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cabin to his visitors, he found those prepara-
tions which he had ordered to be commenced
when he first returned to the ship, already far
advanced towards their execution. As these
movements are closely connected with the future
events it is our duty to explain, we shall relate
them with some particularity.

Ludlow had no sooner given his orders to
the officer in charge of the deck, than the
whistle of the boatswain was heard summoning
all hands to their duty. When the crew had
been collected, tackles were hooked to the large
boats stowed in the centre of the ship, and
the whole of them were lowered into the water.
The descent of those suspended on the quar-
ters, was of course less difficult and much
sooner effected. So soon as all the boats, with
the exception of one at the stern, were out, the
order was given to ‘‘cross top-gallant yards.”
This duty had been commenced while other
things were in the course of performance,

and a minute had scarcely passed, before the
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upper masts were again in possession of their
light sails. Then was heard the usual sum-
mons of *all hands up anchor, ahoy!” and
the rapid orders of the young officers to * man
capstan bars,” to ¢ nipper” and finally to ¢ heave
away.” The business of getting the anchor on
board a cruiser and on board a ship engaged
in commerce, is of very different degrees of
labour, as well as of expedition. In the latter
a dozen men apply their powers to a slow-
moving and reluctant windlass, while the un-
tractable cable, as it enters, is broken into coils
by the painful efforts of a grumbling cook,
thwarted perhaps as much as he is aided by the
waywardness of some wilful urchin who does
the service of the cabin. On the other hand,
the upright and constantly moving capstan
knows no delay. 'The revolving ‘¢ messenger,”
is ever ready to be applied, and skilful petty
officers are always in the tiers to dispose of the
massive rope, that it may not encumber the

decks.
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Ludlow appeared among his people while
they were thus employed. Ere he had made
one hasty turn on the quarter-deck, he was
met by the busy first lieutenant.

%« We are short, Sir,” said that agent of all-
work.

% Set your top-sails.”

The canvass was instantly permitted to fall,
and it was no sooner stretched to the yards,
than force was applied to the haliards, and the
sails were hoisted.

“ Which way, Sir, do you wish the ship
cast 7” demanded the attentive Luff}

“ To seaward.”

The head-yards were accordingly braced
aback in the proper direction, and it was then
reported to the captain that all was ready to
get the ship under weigh.

“ Trip the anchor at once, Sir; when it is
stowed, and the decks are cleared, report to
me.”

This sententious and characteristic commu-
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nication between Ludlow and his second in
command, was sufficient for all the purposes
of that moment. The one was accustomed to
issue his orders without explanation, and the
other never hesitated to obey, and rarely pre-
sumed to inquire into their motive.

“ We are a-weigh and stowed, Sir; every
thing clear,” said Mr. Luff, after a few minutes
had been allowed to execute the preceding
commands.

Ludlow then seemed to arouse himself from
a deep reverie. He had hitherto spoken me-
chanically, rather than as one conscious of
what he uttered, or whose feelings had any
connection with his words. But it was now
necessary to mingle with his officers, and to
issue mandates, that, as they were Jess in
routine, required both thought and discretion.
The crews of the different boats were ¢ called

away,”

and arms were placed in their hands.
When nearly or quite one half of the ship’s

company were in the boats, and the latter
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were all reported to be ready, officers were as-
signed to each, and the particular service ex-
pected at their hands, was distinctly explained.
A master’s mate in the captain’s barge,
with the crew strengthened by’ half-a-dozen
marines, was ordered to pull directly for the
cove, into which he was to enter with muffled
oars, and where he was to await a signal from
the first-lieutenant, unless he met the brigan-
tine endeavouring to escape, in which case
his orders were imperative to board and carry
her at every hazard. The high-spirited youth
no sooner received this charge, than he quitted
the ship, and steered to the southward, keep-
ing inside the tongue of land so often named.
Luff was then told to take command of the
launch. With this heavy and strongly-manned
boat, he was ordered to proceed to the inlet,
where he was to give the signal to the barge,
and whence he was to go to the assistance of
the latter, so soon as he was assured the Water
Witch could not again escape by the secret

passage.
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The two cutters were entrusted to the com-
mand of the second lieutenant, with orders to
pull into the broad passage between the end
of the cape, or the ¢ Hook,” and that long nar-
row island which stretches from the harbour
of New York for more than forty leagues to
the eastward, sheltering the whole coast of
Connecticut from the tempests of the ocean.
Ludlow knew, though ships of a heavy draught
were obliged to pass close to the cape in
order to gain the open sea, that a light bri-
gantine like the Water Witch, could find a suf-
ficient depth of water for her puposes further
north. The cutters were therefore sent in
that direction, with orders to cover as much
of the channel as possible, and to carry the
smuggler should an occasion offer. Finally,
the yawl was to occupy the space between the
two channels, with orders to repeat signals, and
to be vigilant in reconnoitering.

While the different officers entrusted with

these duties were receiving their instructions,
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the ship, under the charge of Trysail, began
to‘move towards the cape. 'When off the point
of the hook, the two cutters and the yawl ¢ cast
off, and took to their oars, and when fairly
without the buoys, the launch did the same,
each boat taking its prescribed direction.

If the reader retains a distinct recollection
of the scene described in one of the earlier
pages of this work, he will understand the
grounds on which Ludlow based his hopes of
success. By sending the launch into the inlet,
he believed he should inclose the brigantine
on every side; since her escape through either
of the ordinary channels would become im-
possible while he kept the Coquette in the
offing. The service he expected from the three
boats sent to the northward, was to trace the
movement of the smaggler, and should a suit-
able opportunity offer; to attempt to carry him
by surprise.

When the launch parted from the ship, the

Coquette came slowly up to the wind, and
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with her fore-top-sail thrown to the mast, she
lay waiting to allow her boats the time neces-
sary to reach their several stations. The dif-
ferent expeditions had reduced the force of the
crew quite one half; and as both the lieute-
nants were otherwise employed, there now
remained on board no officer of a rank be-
tween those of the captain and Trysail. Some
time after the vessel had been stationary, and
the men had been ordered to keep close, or
in other words to dispose of their persons as
th;:y pleased, with a view to permit them to
catch “ cats’ naps,” as some compensation for
the loss of their regular sleep, the latter ap-
proached his superior, who stood gazing over
the hammock-cloths, in the direction of the
cove, and spoke.

“ A dark night, smooth water, and fresh
hands, make boating agreeable duty !” he said.
¢ The gentlemen are in fine heart, and full of
young men’s hopes; but he who lays that bri-

gantine aboard, will, in my poor judgment,
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have more work to do than merely getting up
her side. 1 was in the foremost boat that
boarded a Spaniard in the Mona, last war,
and though we went into her with light heels,
some of us were brought out with broken
heads.—I think, the fore-top-gallant-mast has
a better set, Captain Ludlow, since we gave
the last pull at the rigging ?”

« It stands well,” returned his half attentive
commander. * Give it the other drag, if you
think best.”

¢« Just as you please, Sir; ’tis all one to me.
I care not if the mast is hove all of one side,
like the hat on the hecad of a country buck ;
but when a thing is as it ‘ought to be, reason
would tell us to let it alone. Mr. Luff’ was of
opinion that by altering the slings of the
main-yard we should give a better set to the
top-sail sheets; but it was little that could be
done with the stick aloft; and I am ready to
pay her Majesty the difference between the

wear of the sheets as they stand now, and as
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Mr. Luff would have them, out of my own
pocket, though it is often as empty as a parish
church in which a fox-hunting parson preaches.
I was present once when a real tally-ho was
reading the service, and one of your godless
squires got in the wake of a fox with his hounds,
within hail of the church windows! The cries
had some such effect on my roarer, as a puff of
wind would have on this ship ; that is to say, he
sprung his luff, and though he kept on muttering
something, T never knew what, his eyes were in
the fields the whole time the pack was in view.
But this wasn’t the worst of it, for when he
got fairly back to his work again, the wind
had been blowing the leaves of his book about,
and he plumped us into the middle of the
marriage ceremony. I am no great lawyer,
but there were those who said it was a god-
send that half the young men in the parish
waren’t married to their own grandmothers !”
“T hope the match was agreeable to the

family,” said Ludlow, relieving one elbow
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by resting the weight of his head on the
other.

“ Why, as to that, I will not take upon me
to say, since the clerk corrected the parson’s
reckoning before the mischief was entirely
done. There has been a little dispute between
me and the first lieutenant, Captain Ludlow,
concerning the trim of the ship. He maintains
that we have got too much in forward of
what he calls the centre of gravity, and he is
of opinion that had we been less by the head,
the smuggler would never have had the heels
of us in the chase; whereas I invite any man
to lay a craft on her water line—"

“ Show our light!” interrupted Ludlow.
¢ Yonder goes the signal of the launch !”

Trysail ceased speaking, and stepping on a
gun, he also began to gaze in the direction of
the cove. A lantern, or some other bright
object, was leisurely raised three times, and as

often hid from view. The signal came from
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under the land, and in a quarter that left no
doubt of its object.

“ So far well !” cried the captain, quitting
his stand, and turning, for the first time, with
consciousness to his officer. ¢ ’Tis a sign that
they are at the inlet, and that the offing is clear.
I think, Master Trysail, we are now sure of our
prize. Sweep the horizon thoroughly with the
night-glass, and then we will close upon this
boasted brigantine.”

Both took glasses and devoted several mi-
nutes to this duty. A careful examination of
the margin of the sea, from the coast of New
Jersey to that of Long Island, gave them reason
to believe that nothing of any size was lying
without the cape. 'The sky was more free
from clouds to the eastward than under the
land, and it was not difficult to make certain
of this important fact. It gave them the as-
surance that the Water Witch had not escaped
by the secret passage during the time lost in

their own preparations.



3

48 THE WATER WITCH.

¢« This is still well,” continued Ludlow,
“'Now he cannot avoid us—show the triangle.”

Three lights, disposed in the form just
named, were then hoisted at the gaff-end of
the Coquette. It was an order for the boats
in the cove to proceed. The signal was
quickly answered from the launch, and then a
small rocket was seen sailing over the trees
and shrubbery of the shore. All on board the
Coquette listened intently to catch some sound
that should denote the tumult of an assault.
Once Ludlow and Trysail thought the cheers
of seamen came on the thick air of the night,
and once, again, either fancy or their senses,
told them they heard the menacing hail which
commanded the outlaws to submit. Many
minutes of intense anxiety succeeded. 'The
whole of the hammock-cloths, on the side of
the ship nearest to the land, were lined with
curious faces, though respect left Ludlow to
the sole occupation of the short and light deck

which covered the accommodations, whither he
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had ascended, to command a more perfect view
of the horizon.

“Tis time to hear their musketry, or to see
the signal of success !” said the young man to
himself, so intently occcupied by his interest
in the undertaking, as to be unconscious of
having spoken.

« Have you forgotten to provide a signal for
failure 7" said one at his elbow. o

“« Ha ! Master Seadrift ;—I would have spared
you this spectacle.” '

“Tis one too often witnessed to be singular.
A life passed on the ocean has not'left me
ignorant of the effect of night, with a view
seaward, a dark coast, and a back-ground of
mountain !”

¢¢ You have confidence in him left in charge
of your brigantine! I'shall have faith in your
sea-green lady myself, if he escape 'my boats
this time.”. o .

¢« See !—there is a token of her  fortune,”
returned the other, pointing towards threé

VoL, III, D
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lannterns that were shewn at the inlet’s mouth,
and over which many lights were burnt in
rapid succession.

“Tis of failure! Let the ship fall-off, and
square away the yards! Round in, men, round
in. We will run down to the entrance of the
bay, Mr. Trysail. The knaves have been
aided by their lucky star {”

Ludlow spoke with deep vexation in his
tones, but always with the authority of a su-
perior and the promptitude of a seaman. The
motionless being, near him, maintained a pro-
found cilence. No exclamation of triumph
escaped him, nor did he open his lips either in
pleasure, or in surprise. It appeared as if
confidence in his vessel rendered him as much
superior to exultation as to apprehension.

“ You look upon this expioit of your brig-
antine, Master Seadrift, as a thing of course ;”
Ludlow observed, when his own ship was
steering towards the extremity of the cape

again.  “ Fortune has not deserted you yet,
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but with the land on three sides, and this ship
and her boats on the fourth, I do not despair
yet of prevailing over your bronzed goddess!”

“ Our mistress never sleeps,” returned the
dealer in contraband, drawing a long breath,
like one who had struggled long to repress
his interest.

“ Terms are still in your power. T shall
not conceal that the Commissioners of her
Majesty’s customs set so high a price on the
possession of the Water Witch, as to embolden
me to assume a responsibility, from which I
might on any other occasion shrink. Deliver
the vessel, and I pledge you the honour of an
officer, that the crew shall land without question.
—Leave her to us with empty decks and a swept
hold, if you will, but leave the swift boat in
our hands.”

« The lady of the brigantine thinks other-
wise. She wears her mantle of the deep
waters, and, trust me, spite of all your nets,
she will lead her followers. beyond the offices of

D2
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the lead, and far’ from soundings;—ay! splte'
of all the navy of Queen Anne !” .

¢ I hope that others may not repent this
obstinacy ! But this is no time to bandy words ;
the duty of the ship requires my presence.”

Seadrift took the hint, and reluctantly retired
to the cabin. As he left the poop,. the moon
rose above the line of water in the eastern board,
and shed its light along the whole horizon. The
crew of the Coquette were now enabled to see;
with sufficient distinctness, from the sands of the
Hook to the distance of many leagues to sea-
ward. Theré no longer remained a doubt that
the brigantine was still within the bay. En-
couraged by this certainty, Ludlow endea-
voured to forget all motives of personal feeling,
in the discharge of a duty that was getting to
be more and more interesting as the prospect of
its successful accomplishment grew brighter.

It was not long before the Coquette'reached
the channel, which forms the available mouth of

the estuary. Here the ship was again brought
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to the wind, and men were sent upon the yards
and all her more lofty spars, in order to over-
look, by the dim and deceitful light, as much
of the inner water as thez eye could reach ; while
Ludlow, assisted by the master, was engaged in
the same-empl6yment on the deck. Two or
three midshipmen were included among the
common herd aloft. ‘

¢ There is nothing visible within,” said the
captain, after a long and anxious search with
a glass. ¢ The shadow of the Jer;ey moun-
tains prevents the sight in that direction, while
the spars of a frigate might be confounded with
the trees of Staten ‘Island hére, in the northern
board.—Cross-jack-yard there !” N

The shrill voice of a midshipman answered to
the hail.,

¢ What do you make within the Hook,
Sir #” .

“ Nothing visible. Our barge is pulling
along the land, and the launch appears to be

lying off the inlet; ay, here is the yawl, resting
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on its oars without the Romar, but we can find
not};ing which looks like the cutter in the range
of Coney.” ’

% Take another sweep of the glass more west-
ward, and look well into the mouth of the
Raritan ;—mark you any thing in’ that quar-
ter 77 )

““Ha! here is a speck on our lee quarter !”

"¢ What do you make of it?” " ..
¢ ¢ Unless sight deceives me greatly, Sir, there
is a light boat pulling in for the ship about three
‘cables” length distant.” !

Ludlow raised his own glass and swept the
water in the direction named. After one or two
unsuccessful trials, his eye caught the object,
‘and as the moon had now some power, he was
at no loss to distinguish its character. There
was evidently a boat, and one that, by its move-
ments, had a design of holding communication
with the cruiser. ;

The eye of a seaman is acute on his element,

-and his mind is quick in forming opinions on
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all things that properly appertain to his pro-
fession. Ludlow saw instantly, by the con-
struction, that the boat was not one of those
sent from the ship, that it approached in a
direction which enabled it to avoid the Coquette,
by keeping in a part of the bay where the water
was not sufficiently deep to admit of her pas-
sage, and that its movements were so guarded
as to denote great caution, while there was an
evident wish to draw as near to the cruiser as
prudence might render advisable. Taking a
trumpet, he hailed in the well-known and cus-
tomary manner.

The answer came up faintly against the air,
but it was uttered with much practice in the
implement, and with an exceeding compass of
voice.

. Ay, ay,” and *“a parley from the brigan-

.

tine,” were the only words that were distinctly
audible.
For a minute or two the young man paced

the deck in silence. "Then he suddenly com-
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manded the only boat which the cruiser now
possessed to be lowered and manned.

¢ Throw an ensign into the stern-sheets,” he
said, when these orders were executed, “and
let there be arms beneath it. We will keep
faith while faith is observed, b‘ut there are rea-
sons for caution in this interview.”
. Trysail was directed to keep the ship station-
ary, and after giving to his subordinate private
instructions of importance, in the event of
treachery, Ludlow went into the boat in per-
son. A very few minutes sufficed to bring the
jolly-boat and the stranger so near each other
that the means of communication were both
easy. and sure. The men of the former were
then commanded to cease rowing, and raising
his glass, the commander of the cruiser took
a more certain and minute-survey of those who
awaited his coming. The strange boat was
dancing on the waves, like a light shell that
floated so buoyantly as scarce to touch the

element which sustains it,. while four athletic
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seamen leaned on the oars, which lay ready
to urge it ahead. In the stern sheets stood a
form whose attitude anfl mien could not readily
be mistaken. In .the qdmirab]e steadiness of
the figure, the folded arms, the fine and manly
proportions, and the attire, Ludlow recognized
the mariner of the India shawl. A wave of the
hand induced him to venture nearer.

“ What is asked of the royal cruiser ? de-
manded the captain of the vessel named, when
the two boats were as near each other as seemed
expedient.

¢ Confidence,” was the calm reply. ¢ Come
nearer, Captain Ludlow ; I am here with naked
hands. Our conference need not be maintained
with trumpets.”

Ashamed that a boat belonging to a ship of
war should betray doubts,” the people of the
yawl were ordered to go within reach of the oars.

“ Well, Sir, you have your wish. I have
quitted my ship and come to the parley with
the smallest of my boats.”

» 3

.
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«¢ It is unnecessary to say what has been done
with_the others,” returned Tiller, across the
firm muscles of whose face there passed a smile
that was scarcely perceptible. ¢ You hunt us
hard, Sir, and give but little rest to the brigan-
tine ; but again are you foiled.”

¢« We have a harbinger of better fortune in a
lucky blow that has been struck to-night.”

“You are understood, Sir. Master Seadrift
has fallen into the hands of the Queen’s servants;
but take good heed ! if injury, in word or deed,
befal that youth, there live those who well know
how to resent the wrong.” '

<¢ These are lofty expressions to come from
a proscribed man ; but we will overlook them
in the motive. Your brigantine, Master Tiller,
lost its master-spirit in the Skimmer of the
Seas, and it may be wise to listen to the sug-
gestions of moderation. If you are disposed
to treat, I am here with no disposition to ex-
tort.”

« We meet in a suitable spirit, then, for I
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tome prepared to offer terms of ransom, that
Queen Anne, if she love her revenue, need not
despisc; but as in duty to her majesty, I will
first listen to her royal pleasure.”

“First, then, as a seaman, and one who is
not ignorant of what a vessel can perform, let
me direct your attention to the situation of the
parties. I am certain that the Water Witch,
though for the moment concealed by the sha-
dows of the hills, or favoured perhaps by dis-
tance and the feebleness of this light, is in the
waters of the bay. A force, against which she
has no power of resistance, watches the inlet ;
you see the cruiser in readiness to meet her off
the Hook. My boats are so stationed as to
preclude the possibility of escape, without suf-
ficlent.notice, by the northern channel; and, in
short, the outlets are all closed to your passage.

With the morning light we shall know your
. position, and act accordingly.”

““No chart can shew the dangers of rocks
and shoals more* clearly !—and to avoid these

dangers £”
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“Yield the brigantine and depart. Though
outlawed, we shall content ourselves with the
posséssion of this remarkable vessel in which
youdo your mischief, and hope that, deprived
of the means to err, you will return to better
courses.” '

“With the prayers of the church for our
amendment! Now listen, Captain Ludlow, to
what I offer. You have the person of one
much loved by all who follow the lady of the
sea-green mantle, in your power, and we have a
brigantine that does much injury to Queen
Anne’s supremacy in the waters of this hemi-
sphere ; yield you the captive, and we promise
to quit this coast, never to return.”

“ This were a worthy treat truly, for one
whose habitation is not a mad-house! Relin-
quish my right over the principal doer of the
evil, and receive the unsupported pledge of
a subordinate’s word! Your happy fortune,

Master Tiller, has troubled your reason. What
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I offer, is offered because I would not drive an
unfortunate and remarkable man, like him we
have, to extremities, and—there may be other
motives, but do not mistake my lenity. Should
force become necessary to put your vessel into
our hands, the law may view your offences with
a still harsher eye. Deeds which the lenity of
our system now considers as venial, may easily
turn to crime !”

I ought not to take your distrust as other
than excusable,” returned the smuggler, evi-
dently suppressing a feeling of haughty and
wounded pride. ¢ The word of a free-trader
should have little weight in the ears of a Queen’s
officer.,  'We have been trained in different
schools, and the same objects are seen in differ-
ent colours. Your proposal has been heard,
and, with some thanks for its fair intentions, it
is refused without a hope of acceptation. Our
brigantine is, as you rightly think, a remarkable
vessel ! Her equal, Sir, for beauty or speed,

floats not the ocean. By Heaven! I would
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sooner slight the smiles of the fairest woman
that, walks the earth, than entertain a thought
which should betray the interest I feel in that
jewel of naval skill! You have seen her at
many times, Captain Ludlow. In squalls and
calms; with her wings abroad and her pinions
shut ; by day and night; near and far; fair and
foul; and I ask you with a seaman’s frankness,
is she not a toy to fill a seaman’s heart !”

“I deny not the vessel’s merits nor her
beauty—tis a pity she bears no better reputa.
tion.”

¢¢I knew you could not withhold this praise !
But I grow childish when there is question of
that brigantine ! Well, Sir, each has been heard,
and now comes the conclusion. I part with the
apple of my eye, ere astick of that lovely fabric
is willingly deserted. Shall we make other
ransom for the youth 2—What think you of a
pledge in gold, to be forfeited should we forget
our word.”

“ You ask impossibilities. In treating thus
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at all, I quit the path of proud authority, be-
cause, as has been said, there is that about the
Skimmer of the Seas that raises him above the
coarse herd, who in common traffic against the
law. The brigantine or nothing.”

“ My life before that brigantine! Sir, you
forget our fortunes are protected by one who
laughs at the efforts of your fleet. You think
that we are enclosed, and that, when light
shall return, there will remain merely the easy
task to place your iron-mounted cruiser on
our beam, and drive us to seek mercy. Here
are honest mariners, who conld tell you of the
hopelessness of the expedient. The Water
Witch has run the gauntlet of all your navies,
and shot has never yet defaced her beauty.”

¢¢ And yet her limbs have been known to fall
before a messenger from my ship.”

“ The stick wanted the commission of our
mistress,” interrupted the other, glancing his
eye at the credulous and attentive crew of the

boat. ““In a thoughtless moment, ’twas taken
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up at sea, and fashioned to our purpose, without
counsel from the book. Nothmg that touches
our decks, under fitting advice, comes to harm.
You look incredulous, and ’tis in character to
seem so. If you refuse to listen to the lady of
the brigantine, at least lend an ear to your own
laws. Of what offence can you charge Master
Seadrift, that you hold him captive ?”

¢ His redoubted na'me of Skimmer of the
Seas were warranty to force him from a sanc-
tuary,” returned Ludlow, smiling. ¢ Though
proof should fail of any immediate crime, there
is impunity for the arrest, since the law refuses
to protect him.”

“ This is your boasted justice! Rogues in
authority combine to condemn an absent and
a silent man. But if you think to do your
violence with impunity, know there are those
who take deep interest in the welfare of that
youth.” ,

¢ This is foolish bandying of menaces,” said

the captain, warmly. If you accept my offers,
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speak ; and if you reject them, abide the con-
sequences.” ’ ’

< I abide .the consequences. 'But since we
cannot come to terms, as victor and the submit-
ting party, we may part in amity. Touch my
hand, Captain Ludlow, as one brave man should
salute another, though the next minute they
are to grapple at the throat.”

Ludlow hesitated. The proposal was made
with so frank and manly a mien, and the air
of the free-trader, as he leaned beyond the
gunwale of his boat, was so superior to his
pursuit, that, unwilling to seem churlish, or to
be outdone in courtesy, he reluctantly consent-
ed, and:laid his palm within that the other
offered. The smuggler profited by the junc-
tion to draw the boats nearer, and to the amaze-
ment of all who witnessed the action, he stepped
boldly into the yawl, and was seated, face to
face, with its officer in a moment.

¢ These are matters that are not fit for every

ear,” said the decided and confident mariner,
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in an under tone, when he had made this sud-
den change in the position of the parties. ¢ Deal
with me frankly, Captain Ludlow ; is your pri-
soner left to brood on his melancholy, or does
he feel the consolation of knowing that others
take an interest in his welfare ?”

¢ He does not want for sympathy, Master
Tiller—since he has the pity of the finest wo-
man in America.”

““ Ha! la Belle Barbérie owns her esteem !—
is the conjecture right ?”

¢ Unhappily you are too near the truth.
The infatuated girl seems but to live in his
presence. She has so far forgotten the opinions
of others, as to follow him to my ship !”

Tiller listened intently, and from that in-
stant all concern disappeared from his counte-
nance.

*“ He who is thus favoured may, for a mo-
ment, even forget the brigantine I” he exclaimed,
with all his natural recklessness of air. ¢ And

the Alderman— ?”
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¢ Has more discretion than his niece, since
he did not permit her to come alone.”

‘ Enough, Captain Ludlow, let what will
follow, we part as friends. Fear not, Sir, to
touch the hand of a proscribed man again ; it is
honest, after its own fashion, and many is the
peer and prince who keeps not so clean a palm.
Deal tenderly with that gay and rash young
sailor ; he wants the discretion of an older head,
but the heart is kindness itself—I would hazard
life to shelter his—but at every hazard the brig-
antine must be saved. Adieu.”

There was strong emotion in the voice of the
mariner of the shawl, notwithstanding his high
bearing. Squeezing the hand of Ludlow, he
passed back into his own barge, with the ease
and steadiness of one who made the ocean his
home.

“ Adieu!” he repeated, signing to his men to
pull in the direction of the shoals, where it was
certain the ship could not follow. ¢ We may

meet again; until then, adieu.”
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“ We ‘are sure to meet, with the return of
light.” i
¢ Believe it not, brave gentleman. Our lady
will thrust the spars under her girdle, and pass
a fleet unseen.—A sailor’s blessing on you—fair
winds and a plenty ; a safe land-fall and a cheer-
ful home ! Deal kindly by the boy, and in all
but evil wishes to my vessel, success light on
your ensign !”

The seamen of both boats dashed their oars
into the water at the same instant, and the two"
parties were quickly without the hearing of

the voice:
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CHAPTER III.

“Did I tell this,
Who would believe me £*
Measure for Measure.

Tur time of the interview, related in the
close of the preceding chapter, was in the early
watches of the night. It now becomes our duty
to transport the reader to another, that had
place several hours later, and after day-had
dawned on the industrious burghers of Man-
hattan.

There stood, near one of the wooden wharves

which lined the arm of the sea on” which the
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city is so happily placed, a dwelling, around
which there was every sign that its owner was
engaged in a retail commerce, that was active
and thriving for that age and country. Not-
withstanding the earliness of the hour, the win-
dows of this house were open, and an individual
of a busy-looking face thrust his head so often
from one of the casements, as to shew that he
already expected the appearance of a second
party, in the affair that had probably called him
from his bed even sooner than common. A tre-
mendous rap at the door relieved his visible un-
easiness, and hastening to open it, he received
his visitor with much parade of ceremony, and
many protestations of respect in person.

¢ This is an honour, my Lord, that does not
often befal men of my humble condition,” said
the master of the house,.in the flippant utter-
ance of a vulgar cockney; “but I thought it
would be more agreeable to your Lordship to
receive the a—a—here, than in the place where

your lordship just at this moment resides.
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Will your Lordship please to rest yourself,
after your Lordship’s walk ¢

¢ T thank you, Carnaby,” returned the other,
taking the offered seat with an air of easy supe-
riority.  “ You judge with your usual discre-
tion, as respects the place, though I doubt the
prudence of seeing him at all. Has the man
come "’

¢ Doubtless, my Lord; he would hardly pre-
sume to keep your Lordship waiting, and much
less would I countenance him in so gross a
disrespect. He will be most happy to wait on
you, my Lord, whenever your Lordship shall
please.”

“TLet him wait; there is no necessity for
haste. He has probably communicated some
of the objects of this extraordinary call on my
time, Carnaby, and you can break them, in the
intervening moments.”

“] am sorry to say, my Lord, that the
fellow is as obstinate as a mule. T felt the

impropriety of introducing him, personally, to
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your Lordship, but as he insisted he "had
affairs that would deeply interest you, my Lord;
I could not take upon me to say, what would
be agreeable to your Lordship, or what not;
and so I was bold enough to write the note.”

““And a very properly expressed note it was;
.Master Carnaby. I have not received a better
worded communication since my arrival in this
colony.” N

“I am sure'the approbation of your Lord-
ship might justly make any man proud! Itis
the ambition of my life, my Lord, todo the
duties of my station, in a proper manner, and
to treat all above me with a suitable respect;
my Lotid, and all below me, as in reason béund.
If I might presume to think, in such a matter;
my Lord, I should say, that these colonists are
no great judges of propriety in their correspon-
dence, or indeed in any thing else.” .

The noble visitor shrugged his shoulder; and
threw an’ expression into his look, that encou-

raged the retailer to proceed.
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€It is just what I think myself, my Lord,”
he continued simpering ; ¢ but then,” he added,
with a condoling and patronising air—¢ how
should they know any better ! England is but
an island after all, and the whole world cannot
be born and educated on the same bit of earth.”

“’Twould be inconvenient, Carnaby, if it
led to no other unpleasant consequence.”

¢ Almost word for word what I said to Mrs.
Carnaby myself no later than yesterday, my
Lord, only vastly better expressed. Twould
be inconvenient, said I, Mrs. Carnaby, to take
in the other lodger, for every body cannot live
in the same house, which covers, as it were, the.
grg)und taken in your Lordship’s sentiment. I
ought to add in behalf of the poor woman, that
she expressed, on the same occasion, strong re-
grets that it is reported your Lordship will be
likely to quit us soon on your return to old
England.” ‘

“That is really a subject on which there is
more cause to rejoice than to weep. This im-

VOL. III., E

L
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prisoning or placing within limits so near a
relative of the crown, is an affair that must
have unpleasant consequences, and which of-
fends sadly against all propriety.”

“ It is awful, my Lord! If it be not sacri-
lege, by the law, the greater the shame of the
opposition in Parliament, who defeat so many
other wholesome regulations intended for the
good of the subject.” .

¢ Faith, I am not sure I may not be driven
to join them myself, bad as they are, Carnaby ;
for this neglect of ministers, not to call it by a
worse name, might goad a man to even a more
heinous measure.”

“J am sure nobody could blame your Lord-
ship were your Lordship to join anybody or any-
thing but the French! I have often told Mrs.
Carnaby:-as much as that, in our frequent con-
versations concerning the unpleasant situation
in which your Lordship is just now placed.”

2% 1 had not thought the awkward transaction
attracted so much notice,” observed the other,

evidently wincing under the allusion.
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It attracts it only in a proper and respect-
ful way, my Lord: neither Mrs. Carnaby nor
myself ever indulges in any of these remarks
but in the most proper and truly English
manner.”

““The reservation might palliate a greater
error. That word proper is a prudent term,
and expresses all one could wish. I had not
thought you so intelligent and shrewd a man,
Master Carnaby ; clever in the way of business,
I always knew you to be, but so apt in reason,
and so matured in principle, is what I will con-
fess I had not expected. Can you form no
conjecture of the business of this man ?”

“Not in the least, my Lord. I pressed the
impropriety of a personal interview ; for though
he alluded to some business or other, I scarcely
know what, with which he appeared to think
your Lordship had some connection, I did not
understand him, and we had like to have parted
without an explanation.”

« I will not see the fellow.”

E 2
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“Just as your Lordship pleases. I am sure
that after so many little affairs have passed
through my hands, T might be safely trusted
with this, and I said as much; but as he posi-
tively refused to make me an agent, and he
insisted that it was so much to your Lordship’s
interests, why, I thought, my Lord, that per-
haps—just now—""-

¢ Show him in.” :

Carnaby bowed low and submissively, and
after busying himself in placing the chairs
aside, and adjusting the table more conveniently
for the elbow of his guest, he left the room.

‘¢ Where 1s the man I bid you keep in the-
shop ?” demanded the retailer, in a coarse,
authoritative voice, when without, addressing"
a meek and humble-looking lad, who did the
duty of clerk. ¢ I warrant me, he is left in
the kitchen, and you have been idling about
on the walk! A more heedless and inattentive
lad than yourself, is'not to be found in.

America, and the ‘sun never rises but I repent
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having signed your indentures. You shall pay
for this, you—"

The .appearance of the person he sought,
cut short the denunciations of the obsequious
grocer and the domestic tyrant. He opened
the door, and having again closed it, left his
two visitors together.

Though the degenerate descendant of the
great Clarendon had not hesitated to lend his
office to cloak the irregular and unlawful trade
that was then so-prevalent in the American seas,
he had paid the sickly but customary deference
to virtue, of refusing on all occasions to treat
personally with its agents. Sheltered behind
his official and personal rank, he had soothed
his feelings, by tacitly believing that cupidity
is less venal when its avenues are hidden, and
that in protecting his station from an immediate
contact with its ministers, he had discharged an
important, and, for one in his situation, an im-
perative duty. Unequal to the exercise of vir-

tue itself, he thought he had done enough in
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preserving some of its seemliness. Though far
from paying even this slight homage to decency,
in his more ordinary habits, his pride of rank
had on the subject of so coarse a failing induced
him to maintain an appearance which his pride
of character would not have suggested. Car-
naby was much the most degraded and the
lowest of “those with whom he ever con-
descended to communicate directly; and even
with him there might have been some scruple,
had not his necessities caused him to stoop so
far as to accept pecuniary assistance from one
he both despised and detested.

‘When the door opened, therefore, the Lord
Cornbury rose, and, determined to bring the
interview to'a speedy issue, he turned to face
the individual who entered with a mien into
which he threw all the distance and hauteur that
he thought necessary for siuch an object. But
he e\ncountered, in the mariner of the India
shawl, a very different man from the flattering

and obsequious grocer who had just quitted
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him. Eye met eye, his gaze of “authority re-
ceiving a look as steady if mnot as curious as
hisown. It was evident by the composure of
the fine manly frame he saw, that its owner
rested his claims on . the aristocracy of nature.
The noble forgot his acting under the influence
of surprise, and his voice expressed as much of
admiration as command when he said—

¢¢This then is the Skimmer of the Secas ?”

““Men call me thus: if a life passed on
oceans give a claim to the title, it has been
fairly earned.”

“Your character — I may say that some
portions of your history—are not unknown to
me. Poor Carnaby, who is a worthy and an
industrious man, with a growing family de-
pendent on his exertions, has entreated me to
receive you, or there might be less apology
for this step than I could wish. Men of a
certair rank, Master Skimmer, owe so much to
their station, that I rely on your discretion.”

T have stood in nobler presences, my Lord,
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and found so little change by the honour, that
I am not apt to boast of what I see. Some of
‘princely rank have found their profit in my
-acquaintance.”

‘I do not deny your usefulness, Sir; it is
only the necessity of prudence, I would urge.
“There has been, I believe, some sort of im-
plied contract between us—at least so Carnaby
explains the transaction, for I rarely enter into
these details, myself—by which you may per-
haps feel some right to include me in the list of
your customers. Men in high places must
respect the laws, and yet it is not always con-
venient, or even useful, that they should deny
themselves every indulgence which policy would
prohibit to the mass. One who has seen as
much of life as yourself, needs no explanations
on this head, and I cannot doubt but our pre-
sent interview will have a satisfactory termi-
nation.”

The Skimmer scarce deemed it necessary to

.conceal the contempt that caused his”lip to
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curl, while the other was endeavouring to mys-
tify "his cupidity, and when the speaker was
done, he merely expressed an assent by a’slight
inclination of the head. The ex-governor saw
that his attempt was fruitless, and by relin-
quishing his masquerade, and yielding more to
his natural propensities and tastes, he succeeded
better.

‘s Carnaby has been a faithful agent,” he
continued, “and by his reports it would seem
that our confidence has not been misplaced. If
fame speaks true, there is not a more dexterous
navigator of the narrow seas than thyself, Mas-
ter Skimmer. It is to be supposed that your
correspondents on this coast, too, are as lucra-
tive as I doubt not they are numerous.”

¢ He who sells cheap can never want a
purchaser. I think your Lordship has no reason
to complain of prices.” -

¢ As pointed as his compass! Well, Sir, as
I am no longer master here, may I ask the

object of this interview ?”’
E 3
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¢ I have come to seek your interest in behalf
of one who has fallen into the grasp of the
Queen’s officers.”

*« Hum—the amount of which is, that the
cruiser in the bay has entrapped some careless
smuggler. We are none of us immortal, and
an arrest is but a legal death to men of your
persuasion in commerce. Interest is a word of
many meanings. It is the interest of one man
to lend, and of another to borrow ; of the cre-
ditor to receive, and of the debtor to avoid pay-
ment. Then there is interest at court, and
interest in court ; in short, you must deal more
frankly, ere I can decide on the purport-of your
visit.”

“ I am not ignorant that the Queen has been
pleased to name another governor over this
colony, or that your creditors, my I.ord, have
thought it prudent to take a pledge for their
dues in your person. Still I must think that
one who stands so near the Quecn in blood, and

who, sooner or later, must enjoy both rank and
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fortune in the mother country, will not solicit
so slight a boon as that I ask, without success.
This is the reason I prefer to treat with you.”

 As clear an explanation as the shrewdest
casuist could desire! I admire your succinct-
ness, Master Skimmer, and confess you for the
pink of etiquette. When your fortune shall
be made, I recommend the court circle as your
place of retirement. Governors, creditors, queen,
and imprisonment, all as compactly placed in
the same sentence, as if it were the creed written
on a thumb-nail! Well, Sir, we will suppose
my interest what you wish it.—Who and what
is the delinquent

¢¢ One named Seadrift, a useful and a pleasant
youth, who passes much between me and my
customers; heedless and merry in his humours,
but dear to all in my brigantine, because of
tried fidelity and shrewd wit. We could sacri-
fice the profits of the voyage that he were free.
To me he is a necessary agent, for his skill in

the judgment of rich tissues, and other luxuries
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that compose my traflic, is exceeding ; and I am
better fitted to guide the vessel to her haven,
and to look to her safety amid shoals and in
tempests, than to deal in these trifles of female
vanity.”

% So dexterous a go-between should not have
mistaken a tide-waiter for a customer—how befel
the accident ?”

“ He met the barge of the Coquette at an
unlucky moment, and as we had so lately been
chased off the coast by the cruiser, there was
no choice but to arrest him.”

¢ The dilemma is not without embarrassment.
When once his mind is settled, it is no trifle
that will amuse this Mr. Ludlow. I do not
know a more literal construer of his orders in
the fleet ; a man, Sir, who thinks words have
but a single set of meanings, and who knows as
little as can be imagined of the difference be-
tween a sentiment and a practice.”

¢ He is a scaman, my Lord, and he reads his

instruction with a seaman’s simplicity. I think
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none the worse of him that he cannot be tempted
from his duty ; for let us understand the right
as we will, ourservice once taken, it becomes us
all to do it faithfully.”

A small red spot came and went on the cheek
of the profligate Cornbury. Ashamed of his
weakness, he affected to laugh at what he had
heard, and continued the discourse.

** Your forbearance and charity might adorn
a churchman, Master Skimmer,” he answered.
¢ Nothing can be more true, for this is an age
of moral truths, as witness the Protestant suc-
cession, Men are now expected to perform, and
not to profess. Is the fellow of such usefulness
that he may not be abandoned to his fate ?”

¢ Much as I doat on my brigantine—and few
men set their affections on woman with a
stronger love—I would see the beauteous craft
degenerate to a cutter for the Queen’s revenue,
before I will entertain the thought! But'I
will not anticipate a long and painful imprison-

ment for the youth, since those who are not
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altogether powerless already take a deep and
frienaly concern in his safety.”

“ You have overcome the Brigadier !” cried
the other, in a burst of exultation that con-
quered the little reserve of manner he had
thought it necessary to maintain ; ¢ that imma-
culate and reforming representative of my royal
cousin has bitten of the golden bait, and proves
a true colony governor after all!” '

¢ Lord Viscount, no. What we have to hope,
or what we have to fear, from your successor is
to me a secret.”

¢ Ply him with promises, Master Skimmer—
set golden hopes before his imagination ; set
gold itself before his eyes, and you will prosper.
I will pledge my expected earldom that he
yields! Sir, these distapt situations are like so
many half-authorized mints, in which money is
to be coined, and the only counterfeit is your
mimic representative of Majesty. Ply him with
golden hopes; if mortal, he will yield !”

. % And yet, my Lord, T have met men who
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preferred poverty and their opinions to gold and
the wishes of others.”

% The dolts were lusus naturee !” exclaimed
the dissolute Cornbury, losing all his reserve, in
a manner that better suited his known and con-
firmed character. ¢You should have caged them,
Skimmer, and profited by their dulness to lay
the curious under contribution. Don’t mistake
me, Sir, if I speak a little in confidence. [
hope I know the difference between a gentle-
man and a leveller as well as another, but trust
me, this Mr. Hunter is human, and he will
yield if proper appliances are used. And you
expect from me—"

“ The exercise of that influence which can-
not fail of success; since there is a courtesy
between men of a certain station, which causes
them to overlook rivalry in the spirit of their
caste. The cousin of Queen Anne can yet
obtain the liberty of one, whose heaviest crime

is a free-trade, though he may not be able
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to keep his own seat in the chair of the
gov;rnment.”

“ Thus far, indeed, my poor influence may
yet extend, provided the fellow be not named
in any act of outlawry. I would gladly enough,
Mr. Skimmer, end my deeds in this hemisphere
with some act of graceful mercy, if, indeed, [
saw the means.”

“ They shall not be wanting. I know the
law is like any other article of great price ; some
think that Justice holds the balance, in order to
weigh her fees. Though the profits of this
hazardous and sleepless trade of mine be much
overrated, I would gladly line her scales with
two hundred broad pieces, to have that youth
again safe in the cabin of the brigantine.”

As the Skimmer of the Seas thus-spoke, he
drew, with the calmness of a2 man who saw no
use in circumlocution, a heavy bag of gold from
beneath his frock, and deposited it, without a
second look at the treasure, on the table. When

this offering was made, he turned aside, less by
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-design than by a careless movement of the body,
-and when he faced his companion again, the bag
had vanished. ’

““ Your affection for the lad is touching,

‘Master Skimmer,”

returned the corrupt Corn-
bary; ¢ it were a pity such friendship should
be wasted, Wil there be proof to insure his
condemnation ?” .

“ It may be doubted. His dealings have
only been with the higher class of my customers,
and with but few of them. The care I now
take is more in tenderness to the youth than
with any great doubts of the result. I shall
count you, my Lord, among his protectors, in
the event that the affair is noised ?” '

“ I owe it to your frankness. But will Mr.
Ludlow content himself with the possession of
an inferior, when the principal is so near, and
shall we not have a confiscation of the brigan-
tine on our hands ?”

T charge myself with the care of all else.

There was indeec_l a lucky escape only the last

-
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night, as we lay at a light kedge, waiting for
the return of him who has been arrested. Pro-
fiting by the possession of our skiff, the com-
mander of the Coquette himself got within the
sweep of my hawse—nay, he was in the act of
cutting the very fastenings, when the dangerous
design was discovered. 'Twould have been a
fate unworthy of the Water Witch, to be cast
on shore like a drifting log, and to check her
noble career by some such a seizure as that of
a stranded waif !”

“ You avoided the mischance ?”

“ My eyes are seldom shut, Lord Viscount,
when danger is nigh. The skiff was seen in
time, and watched, for I knew that one in whom
I trusted was abroad.—When the movement
grew suspicious, we had our means of frighten-
ing this Mr. Ludlow from his enterprise, with-
out recourse to violence.”

T had not thought him one to be scared
from following up a business like this.”” -

“ You judged him rightly—I may say we
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judged him rightly. But when his boats sought
us, at our anchorage, the bird had flown.”

“ You got the brigantine to sea in season ?”
observed Cornbury, not sorry to believe that the
vessel was already off the coast.

I had other business. My agent could not
be thus deserted, and there were affairs to finish
in the city. Our course lay up the bay.”

“Ha! Master Skimmer, twas a bold step,
and one that says little for your discretion !”

¢ Lord Viscount, there is safety in courage,”
calmly, and perhaps ironically, returned the
other. ¢ While the Queen’s captain closed all
the outlets, my little craft was floating quietly
under the hills of Staten. Before the morning
watch was set, she passed these wharves, and
she now awaits her captain in the broad basin
that lies beyond the bend of yonder head-
land.”

¢ This is a hardiness to be condemned! A
failure of wind, a change of tide, or any of the

mishaps common to the sea, may throw you on
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the mercy of the law, and will greatly embarrass
all who feel an interest in your safety.” !

" “ So far as this apprehension is connected
with my welfare, I thank you much, my Lord;
but trust me, many hazards have left me but
little to learn in this particular. We shall run
the Hell Gate, and gain the open sea by the
Connecticut Sound.”

“ Truly, Master Skimmer, one has need of
nerves to be your confidant! Faith in a com-
pact constitutes the beauty of social order;
without it, there is no security for interests,
nor any repose for character. But faith may
be implied, as well as expressed; and when
men, in certain situations, place their depend-
ence on others who should have motives for
being wary, the first are bound to respect, even
to the details of a most scrupulous construction,
the conditions of the covenant. Sir, I wash my
hands of this transaction, if it be understood that

testimony is to be accumulated against us by
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thus putting your Water Witch in danger of
trial before the Admiralty.” '

“I am sorry that this is your decision,”
returned the Skimmer. ¢ What is done can-
not be recalled, though I still hope it may be
remedied. My brigantine now lies within a
league of this, and twould be treachery to deny
it. Since it is your opinion, my Lord, that our
contract is not valid, there is little use in its
seal—the broad pieces may still be serviceable
in shielding that youth from harm.”

¢ You are" as literal in construction, Master
Skimmer, as a school-boy’s version of his Virgil.
There is an idiom in diplomacy, as well as in
language, and one who treats so sensibly should
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